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FOREWORDS. 

Wbbn  thinking  ia  1868  what  were  the  bIx  best  M83 
of  the  Canterbury  Talea  to  print  in  my  Sie-Teet  for  the 
Chaucer  Society,  the  Harleiaa  7334  was  of  course  one  of 
the  first  that  occani  to  me.  But  as  it  had  been  printed 
twice  by  the  late  Thomas  Wright — in  3  vols,  for  the  Percy 
Society,  and  then  in  cheap  double-column, — then  by  Hr. 
Jephson  for  the  late  Eubert  Bell's  Seriea  of  English  Poets 
(publiaht  by  Jn.  Wm.  Parker),  and  a  fourth  time  by  my 
friend  Dr.  Bichard  irorria  for  George  Bell's  Aldine  Series,* 
I  decided  to  let  these  four  printings  suffice  for  the  Harleisn 
7334,  and  so  get  a  fresh  MS  (which  proved  to  be  of  the 
B-type)  into  print  among  my  Six.  It  was  not  a  wise 
decision,  as  there  are  too  many  of  the  Corpus  or  B-type 
already  in  the  Six-Text,  and  I  hare  onluckUy  filld  up  gape 
in  the  better  A-type  MSS — Ellesmere,  Hengwrt,  and  Cam- 
bridge— with  extracts  from  B-type  ones,  though  in  several 
cases  the  Christchurch  A-type  MS  was  open  to  ma.  But 
when  I  started  Chaucer  work,  I  didn't  know  even  the 
litUa  that  the  course  of  it  has  taught  me.  (Still,  as  in- 
vestigation of  the  niceties  of  Early  English  goes  on,  prob- 
ably no  student  will  blame  me  for  having  printed  one  more 
MS  of  Tlie  Canterbury  Tula.  And  though  collaters'  curses 
for  the  amount  of  labour  I've  thrown  on  them  have  already 
fallen  thickly  upon  me,  I  always  assure  these  Balaams 
that  they'll  bless  me  when  theii  work  is  done.) 

1  Mr.  George  Bell  meant  at  fint  simply  to  reprint  Pickeriag'i 
text  of  Chaucer's  Poetical  Worlca,  but,  on  laj  strong  remonstrance 
H  to  lU  badness,  Mr.  Bell  agreed  to  e:ignge  Dr.  Horria  to  re-edit 
tbe  irhols  from  MSS. 


VI  TORKVORDS. 

Well,  vboD  Editors  began  to  edit  Chaucer's  Tales,  and 
nanted  to  know  what  the  reading  of  Harleinn  7334  is,  they 
often  fonnd  some  italics  in  Dr.  Morris'^  text,  showing  Uiat 
he'd  alterd  his  MS ;  and  as  his  publisher  wouldn't  let  him 
give  varioos  readings,  a  rererence  to  the  MS  became  neces- 
sary. This  was  a  great  bore,  specially  when  a  man  livd 
in  Geimany  or  America.  Moreover,  my  friend  Prot  Child 
meant  his  {on ' 'Nation-Essay  on  Chaucer's  Ungu^e  and 
metre  to  be  based  on  the  MS  Hart  7334,  and  not  on  any 
Editor's  changes  of  it,  whether  right  or  wrong.  So  it 
gradually  became  plain  that  a  simple  print  of  this  MS 
must  be  done  for  the  Chaucer  Society.  And  here  accord- 
ingly it  is.  It  is  as  accurate  as  twice  reading  of  eveiy  line 
with  the  US  by  me  can  make  it ;  bat  no  doubt  little  slips 
have  bappend  :  they  always  will  befall. 

The  MS  is  dear  to  the  sonl  of  Henrt  Bkadshaw  and 
all  concemd  in  the  due  order  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,  be- 
cause it  has,  at  the  end  of  the  First  Fragment  of  Group  B — 
the  Man  of  Law's  Tale — the  proper  Man-of-Law-Shipman 
Link,  which  should  hook  it  on  to  the  Second  Fragment  that 
the  Shipman's  Tale  heads.  No  Shipman's  Tule  and  Fn^- 
raent  2  however  follow  it — ^bnt  instead.  Group  D, — Wife, 
Friar,  Summoncr, — then  Groups  E,  F,  G,  C, — and  after 
these,  tho  ^ranting  Second  Fragment  of  B,  though  without 
its  genuine  End-Link. 

The  MS  la  of  an  independent  type,  not  falling  into 


1—187  of  the  Fmnklin's  Tale,  p.  3fi4-6  below,  Sail, 
paging),  reader  it  leea  fitted  for  the  basis  of  a  complete 
edition  of  The  Canterburt/  Talet  than  the  fina  illuminated 
Elleamere  MS.^  Moreover,  UarL  7334  sticks  8  spnrioua 
linee— 2004  b,  c;  2012  b,  o;  2037  b,  c;  20i8  b,  c,— 
p.  4H=I.  iato  the  Sammonei'e  Tale,  and  one,  L  592  (p,  4H) 
into  the  Squire's  Tale.  It  also  has  not  2  lines,  A.  262  b,  c, 
in  the  General  Prolog  p.  8 ;  2  in  the  Cook's  Tale,  A  4375-6, 
p.  127 ;  and  8  at  the  eod  of  the  Cook's  Tale,  A  441S— 4422, 
p.  128;  7  lines  in  the  Knight's  Tale,  A  2013-18,  p.  58, 
A  2958,  p.  84;  2  lines  in  tbe  Miller's  Tale,  A  3721-2, 
p,  106 ;  2  in  the  Reeve-Cook  Link  (A  4335,  4358,  p.  123-6 ; 
4  lines  alterd  into  two) ;  one  line  in  the  Man  of  Law's  Tale, 
B  417,  p.  H}>  &t)d  five  at  the  end  of  the  Man  of  Law's 
End-Link,  B  1 186— 1 190,  p.  f  |i ;  thirty  lines  in  the  Wife's 
Preamble,  D  675—584,  605—612,  619-626,  717—720, 
p.  4f»=«+.  m;  eight  in  the  Second  Nun's  Tale,  G  165, 
210—216,  p.  i'H>  lil ;  the  8  genuine  Ellesmere  lines'  in 
the  Franklin's  Tale,  1455-6,  1493-8,  p.  j*i:},  besides 
leaving  out  2  lines  (2356-7,  p.  |H)  in  the  Merchant's  Tale,* 
four  (299-300,  305-6,  p.  Hi)  in  tho  DoctorPardoner  Link, 
two  in  the  Pardoner's  Tale,  C  478-9  (p.  H») ;  five  in  the 
Shipman'e  Tale,  B  1355  (p.  U;)  and  B  1376-9  (p.  tJi) ; 
one  in  Sir  Thopas,  B  1995  (p.  !!ff)  ;  about  a  dozen  of  proso 
(trebles)  in  Mulibe,*  one  stanza  of  8  in  tbe  Monk's  Tale, 
B  3213-20  (p.  \i\),  four  lines  in  the  Kun's  Priest's  Tale, 
4136-7  (p.  JH),  4478-9  (p.  ^;5),  nnd  all  its  End  Link, 
16  Ijnea,  (for  which  see  p.  694,)  and  about  23  treble  ones 
in  the  Faraon's  Tale :  see  the  gaps  in  pages  *S  J-9E4  as  yon 

1  The  ElleEmsra  has  not  tbe  MaD-of-Law-Sbipman  LIdIc  which 
Harl.  7334  has. 

*  No  other  MS  yet  ezamind  by  rae  has  these  8  11dm. 

'  LInea  like  these,  due  to  the  ecTitw's  jumpiag  ffom  one  'light' 
to  the  other,  might  well  have  been  dotted  diflerantly  Id  the  print, 
so  as  to  ihow  the  jump. 

*  B  2262-3  Cp.  HS).  2264  (p.  JSg),  2432,  2444  (p.  JlSr?^ 
2623-*  (P-  HS-?^).  P""  of  2646.T  (p.  U\).  2708  (p.  Iff),  part  of 
J726,  2730,  a741  (p.  tfilfj),  part  of  2B64  (}|S),  8034  (p.  JJf). 


■vm  roRivoBDS, 

turn  over  tiie  leaves.  Altogether,  at  least,  760  lines  are 
wanting  in  HarL  7334  :  a  serious  loss.'  But  on  the  other 
hand,  this  Harl,  7331  puts  lines  1307-8  of  Group  D,  the 
Fnar's  Tale,  in  their  right  place,  on  p.  H(  instead  of  theic 
wrong  one  as  lines  1 293-5  of  the  Wife- Friar  Link,  on  p.  Hf. 

That  in  some  cases  the  Harl.  readings  are  not  so  good  as 
those  of  the  EUesmere,  I  ahowd  in  my  article  'Eecent^  Wodc 
at  Chaucer '  in  Macmillaii's  Magazine  tot  March  1874 ;  but 
I  admitted  that  in  other  instances  the  Harleiaa  readings 
were  the  better.  Of  the  MSS  which  contain  the  epnrions 
'Tole  of  Gamelyn' — the  A-type  ones  don't — Prof.  Skeat 
found  Harl.  7334  much  the  best.  See  his  1».  Gd.  edition 
of  Gamdija  for  the  Clarendon  Press. 

I  once  hoped  to  have  edited  the  TaU«  and  all  Chaucer 
either  with  Mr.  Brodshaw  or  alone ;  but  alas,  what  with  the 
Philological  Soc.,  and  occasional  work  for  its  Dictionary, 
Early  English  Tests  and  Wyclif,  Shakspere  and  his  Quartos 
and  Eolios,  Browning  and  Shelley  Societies,  Sculliog-Fouis, 
Kangaroo  bicycles,  evenings  out,  and  general  laziness,  I 
feai  that  edition  most  be  left  for  some  more  learned  and 
energetic  person  than  myself.  Lot  it  suffice  that  the 
Chaucer  Society  has  cleard  the  way  for  the  coming  man. 
I  am  due  now  at  our  Rowing-Club  Donee. 

Brilith  Miiteam, 
Friday,  Jan.  8,  18SG,  7.30p.m.,  under  the  Eltdrii:  Light. 
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GROUP  A.    FRAGMENT  L 

§  1.  GENERAL  PROLOGUE. 
TTABT.WTAW  KB.  7334  (Britiah  Museum). 


fHan  that  aprille  wil^  his  achowrea  Bwoote      iin/i} 
The  drougHf  of  Marcha  ha.'p  pcrced  to  Jie  rooto 
And  bathud  euery  veyne  in  Bwich  licour 
Of<  vhich  vettue  engendred  ia  ^  flour  t 

nhan  jepbirus  eek*  with  his  awete  breeth 
Enapirud  hatfi  in  eueiy  holte  and  heetb 
The  tendre  croppes  and  ^e  jonge  aonne 
hath  in  the  Ram  his  halfe  couia  I-ionno  8 

And  smale  fowlea  maken  melodie 
Thaf  slepeu  al  Jw  nighf  wi^  open  jhe 
So  prike^  hem  nature  in  here  corages 
Thanne  longen  folk*  to  gon  on  pUgrimoges  12 

And  palmeia  for  to  seekea  attaunge  atrondes 
To  feme  halwBB  kouthe  in  aondiy  londee 
And  specially  from  euery  schires  ende 
OP  Engelond  to  Canturbury  fey  wende  16 

The  holy  blisfiil  martir  for  to  seeke 
That  hem  hs^  holpen  whan  f&V  fiey  were  aeeke 

Byfel  faV  in  ])af  aeeoun  on  a  day 
In  Southwerk*  at-  |ie  Tabbard  as  I  lay  20 

Redy  to  wenden  on  my  pilgrimage 
To  Canturbury  with  ful  deuout/  coiage 
At  night  was  come  in  to  J»«t  hostelrie 
Wei  nyne  and  twenty  in  a  companye  21 

Of  Bondrf  folk*  by  auenture  J-falle 
In  felaechipe  and  pilgryms  were  Jrei  alle 
Thaf  toward  Canturbury  wolden  rjde 

CANT.  TALES. — HARL.  B 


3    OBOUF  A.    §  L    GBHKiuL  pROLooui.    HwleiMt  7834. 

The  Cbambres  and  |«  stables  weren  wyde  28 

And  wel  ve  weren  eand  atte  beete 

And  sebortly  whan  ^  sonne  was  to  Teste 

So  hadde  I  spoken  with  hem  euer}'chon 

That*  I  was  of  hcie  felawschipe  anon  32 

And  made  forward  erly  to  a  Ryee 

To  take  oure  weye  thcr  as  I  jow  deuyse 

But  nathclee  whiles  I  haue  tyme  and  space 

Or  fiaf  I  fei^ere  in  fia  tale  pace  36 

Mo  ))iake^  it  acoidanf  to  reeoun 

To  telle  }ow  alio  fe  condicioim 

Of  echo  of'  hem  so  as  it  semed  me  iiKtfj.tmetj 

JinA  which  poj  woren  and  of  what  degrc  10 

And  wk!  in  whst  array  f&V  pay  were  Inne 

And  af  a  knigJiP  than  wol  I  firsts  bygynno 

A  Knight*  per  was  and  p&V  a  wor^y  man 
That  from  pe  tyme  fat  he  fcrst  bigan  44 

To  ryden  out*  he  louodc  Chyualiye 
Troutho  and  honour  fredom  and  curtesie 
Fill  worth!  was  he  in  his  lordes  werre 
And  )>erto  liadde  he  riden  noman  fcrre  48 

As  wol  in  Gristendom  as  hetbcnoseo 
And  euere  honoured  for  his  worfinesao 
Atf  Alisandro  he  was  whan  it  was  wonno 
Fill  oft«  tymo  be  haddo  Jw  bold  bygonnc  /  62 
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This  Uke  wor^i  knigfif  luutdo  bou  also  64 

Somtyrae  with  |»  iotd  of<  Palatye 

Ageyu  auo]ier  hethene  in  Turkyu 

And  eueramore  he  haddo  a  souerayn  prys 

And  ^ougH  lie  was  wor}iy  he  was  wys  G3 

And  of  his  porf  as  meko  aa  a  mayde 

be  ueuer  jif  no  yilonye  ne  sayde 

In  al  his  lyf'  vnto  no  maner  wight' 

he  was  a  verray  yerfijV  gontil  koight  72 

But  for  to  telle  jou  of'  hia  array 

his  hors  waa  good  but  he  ne  was  nou^t*  gay 

Of*  fustyan  he  wered  a  Gopoun 

Al  by  smoterud  with  hi^  habuigcouu)  76 

For  he  was  late  comeu  from  his  viage  [itaft] 

And  wento  for  to  duou  his  pilgrimage 

With  liim  )iar  waa  his  sone  a  jong'  aquycc 
A  louyer  and  a  lusty  bacheler  80 

With  lokkes  cmllu  as  [loy  were  layde  in  prcsse 
Of  twenty  jeer  he  was  of  age  I  gesae 
OP  his  stature  he  was  oP  ouene  lengthe 
And  wonduily  delyuer  and  gi«t>  oP  strengthe  81 

And  he  hadde  ben  som  tyme  in  Cbiuachie 
In  Flaundres  in  Artoys  and  in  Ficardie 
And  bom  him  wel  as  in  so  litel  space 
In  hope  to  atonden  in  his  lady  grace  /  88 

£mbrowdid  waa  he  as  it  wcro  a  mede  / 
Al  ful  of*  fresshe  flourea  white  and  reede 
Syngynge  he  was  or  flowtynge  al  )ie  day 
he  waa  as  fiesdl  as  is  the  moneth  oP  may  92 

Schorls  was  his  goune  with  siceues  longi  and  wyde 
wel  cowde  ho  eitt^i  on  here  and  wel  cowde  he  ryde 
he  cowde  aonges  wel  make  and  endite 
lustne  and  eek<  dannco  and  wel  purtray  and  write  06 

So  hote  ho  loucdo  ^at'  by  nightertals 
ho  sleep  nomore  fan  dof  a  nightyngido 
Curteys  he  was  lowly  and  seruysablo 
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And  carf  byfoni  liia  rwlnr  at  ^  Ublo  /  100 

Axeman  bad  he  /  and  sertuntcs  nomoo 
AV  f»V  tymc  for  him  InsV  rydo  ado 
And  )ie  wu  clod  in  coota  and  hood  o^  greoe 
A  ahcf  ot"  pocolc  arwcs  bright*  and  keno  104 

rnder  hbi  bulte  ho  bar  ful  Jiriftilj 
wel  cowdu  he  dresM  hia  takel  jomanlf 
Ilifi  arwea  drowpml  noujf  wi^  fQlheies  lowo 
Ami  in  his  bond  ho  bar  a  mighty  bowe  108 

A  not*  liecd  haddc  ho  wi^  a  broun  visage 
or  woodu  craft'  cotrdo  ho  wel  al  ^  vsage 
vpOR  his  arms  he  bar  a  gay  bracisr 

And  by  his  side  a  swerd  and  a  bokelet  II 2 

And  on  pail  o^r  sido  a  gay  daggen 
harnnyMed  wel  and  scharp  as  poynf  of  spere 
A  msUifro  on  hia  breaP  of  ailuer  achene  c*»/^a>h*] 

An  hom  ho  l^ar  ^  tjawdrik*  waa  of  greno  1 16 

A  tiiniU:T  vas  ho  eothely  aa  I  gesso 
rilhiir  waa  also  a  Nonno  a  prioTcase 
J.    TliBt'  of  hiro  amylyng*  was  ful  nymple  and  roy 
hiFO  grotU.'sV  ooth  nos  but  by  seynf  loy  120 

And  Mchi:  waa  clupf/  madnmo  Englcfityne 
>'ol  wel  mIiu  Hiing*  fo  acruiso  dcuyno 
Kiitunwl  in  liire  noao  ful  somyly 

And  frcnsch  who  apalc  ful  fairo  and  fctyaly  124 

Aftur  IX!  »«,1..  of'  .Straiford  niie  liow. 
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Fill  semely  aftnr  hir  mete  sche  raogfit  136 

And  aiknrlf  ache  was  of>  gret  disport' 

And  fill  plesant/  and  amyable  o^  port? 

And  peyned  hire  to  coiinterfete  cheere 

Of  court:' and  beu  estatlich  of  m&nere  140 

And  b)  ben  holden  dlgne  ofi  Beuerence 

Bnf  for  to  apekea  oP  hire  conacience 

Sche  was  so  cbaritable  and  so  pitons 

Bche  wolde  wenpe  if  fntf  sche  sawe  a  Mous  111 

Caugbf  in  a  tiappe  if  it  were  deed  or  bledde 

Of  smale  houndes  hadde  eclie  fat  ache  fedde 

With  lostud  fleiasE  and  mylt  and  waetel  breed 

Buf  aoie  wepte  scIlb  if  oon  of  hem  were  deed  1 48 

Or  if  men  amof  if  wi^  a  ^erde  amerte 

And  al  was  conscience  and  tendre  berte 

Fill  aemely  hire  wymple  I-pynched  was 

Hire  nose  atreight<  hire  eyen  grey  as  glae  152 

Hire  mouth  ful  smal  and  fierto  Bofte  and  reed        [nars] 

But*  aikurly  ache  hadde  a  fair  forbeed 

If  was  almosf  a  apanne  brood  I  trowe 

For  hardily  scbe  was  nof  vndui^pxiwe  156 

Ful  fetys  was  hire  cloke  as  I  was  waai 

Of  flmal  coial  aboute  hire  arme  eche  baar 

A  peiie  of  bedes  gaudid  al  with  grene 

Ami  ]mi  on  heng*  a  brocb  of  gold  ful  scheoe  160 

On  which  was  fiiat<  I-wiiten  a  crowned  A. 

And  after  faV  Amor  vincif  omnia. 

Anothnr  Konne  with  hire  hadde  sche 

Thaf  was  hiie  Chapelleyn  and  prestea  pre  ICl 

A  Mont  |)er  was  a  fair  for  the  maiatrie 
An  out?  Kydere  pat'  loved  venerye 
A  manly  man  to  ben  an  abbot  able 
Fnl  many  a  deyute  horn  hadde  he  in  stable  168 

And  whan  he  rood  men  mi(jhf  his  bridal  heere 
Gyngle  in  a  whiotlyng'  wynd  so  cleero 
And  eek'  as  lowde  as  dop  pe  chapel  belle 
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'fhcr  aa  ^  lord  was  keper  of*  }e  aelle  172 

The  Eeole  of"  Bejnt;'  maore  or  of"  seinf  Benejf 

By  cause  ^t'  il^  was  old  and  somdel  stieyf 

This  ilke  moiik<  leetf  forby  hem  pace 

And  helde  aftur^  news  world  ^  space  176 

he  ^  naf  of  faV  texf  a  pulled  hen 

ThaV  self  )iat>  hunteis  been  noon  holy  men 

Ne  fat  a  monk'  wbati  he  is  Cloystcrles 

Is  likned  to  a  fissche  faif  Is  watiilcs  180 

This  is  to  seyn  a  monk<  onf  of*  his  cloyatro 

Bat  ^ilke  texV  hild  he  not?  worji  an  oystre  / 

And  I  seide  his  opinioun  was  good 

whaf  Bchulde  he  atndie  and  make  himselacn  wood         184 

Vppon  a  book*  in  Cloystre  alway  to  powre 

Or  swynke  with  bis  houdes  and  labonra 

As  Anstyn  byf  //  how  schal  Jw  world  be  sciucd 

laf  anstyn  haue  his  awynk*  to  him  leseniod  188 

Tborfore  he  was  a  pricaaonr  aright* 

Greyhoundes  ho  hadde  as  swifte  as  fowcl  in  flight 

Of  prikyng*  and  of  hontyngi  for  ye  hare  [/iqra.taet] 

was  al  his  last  for  no  cosf  wolde  ho  Bparc  192 

I  sangh  his  slcuee  pnrfiled  atte  bond 

wi^  grys  and  that?  pa  fynesf  of  a  lond 

And  fur  to  festne  his  hood  vndur  his  chyn 

he  hodde  of  gold  y-wroughl;'  a  curious  i>yn  196 

A  lone  knotte  in  ^  grettor  ende  )>er  was 
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AFrera  }er  waa  a  wantomt  and  a  merye  208 

A  lymytoQi  a  f ul  solempne  man 
la  alls  the  oidres  fonre  ia  noon  ^at  can 
So  moche  of  daliatmce  and  fair  langage 
lie  hadde  I-mada  many  a  fair  mariage  213 

Of"  jonge  wymmen  atf  his  owne  cost^ 
v&to  hb  oidre  ho  waa  a  noble  post* 
Ful  wel  biloued  and  famulier  was  ho 
with  Fiaukoleyns  ouer  al  in  liis  cuntre  216 

And  eek"  with  worf i  wommon  oP  fe  toun 
For  he.  hadde  power  of  conf essioaii 
Aa  aeyde  himself  mora  ^itn  a  curat 
For  of  hb  otdre  he  was  licendat/  220 

Ful  sweetly  horde  he  confessioun 
And  plesauut^  was  hb  absoluciouu 
He  was  an  esy  man  to  jeue  penance 

Ther  as  he  wist«  ban  a  good  pitance  224 

For  vnto  a  poore  otdro  for  to  jeue 
la  eigne  ^af  a  man  ia  wel  I-schraue 
For  if  he  jaf*  he  derate  make  auaunt 

He  wiste  ^aV  a  man  was  repentaunt  228 

For  many  a  maa  so  hard  is  of  hb  bert«  [im^4] 

He  may  nof  wepe  ^ougb  bim  sore  smerte 
Therfore  in  stede  of  wepyng*  and  prayeres 
Men  mooten  jiuen  ailuer  to  ]ie  pore  frares  233 

Hb  typef  was  ay  farsud  ful  of  knyfea 
And  pynnes  for  to  ;iue  foire  wyfea 
And  certayn  be  hadde  a  mory  noote 

wel  conthe  he  aynge  and  pleye  on  a  Bote  23G 

Of  jeddyngea  be  bar  Ttturly  fe  ptys 
bis  nekke  wMf  was  aa  fa  flonr  delye 
Ther  to  he  atrong<  was  oa  a  Champ  ionn 
He  knew  wel  ^e  tanemes  in  enery  toun  240 

And  euery  Ostiller  or  gay  tapstcro 
Bet'  [tan  a  lajer  oi  a  bcggera 
For  vnto  such  a  worfii  man  as  ho 
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Acoided  nof  aa  by  his  faculta  244 

To  h&ue  with  Bike  lajars  aqaeyDtatmce 

It  is  nof  honest  it  may  nof  avaunce 

For  to  delen  with  such  poraile 

Bui?  a]  with  riche  snd  Bcllere  of*  vitaille  248 

And  oner  al  ^r  cny  profyf  schulde  ariso 

Curteys  he  was.  and  lowe  of*  seruyse 

Ther  was  no  man  no  wher  bo  vertuoos 

He  was  ^  beste  begger  in  al  his  houa  2S3 

[ 

no  ^np  in  the  J/S,] 

For  ^Qgh  a  widewe  hadde  but  oo  achoo 

So  plesannf  was  his  In  principto 

jef  wolde  ha  hatie  a  ferthing*  or  be  wento 

his  puichace  was  bettur  ])an  his  rente  356 

And  rage  he  cou^  and  pleye  as  a  whelpe 

Iq  ]oiie-dayefl  ther  couthe  he  mochil  hcipe 

For  ^er  woe  he  not  like  a  cloyaterer 

With  a  thred-bare  cope  aa  a  pote  scoler  260 

But  he  was  like  a  maister  or  a  pope 

Of<  double  worstede  was  his  semy  cope  / 

That?  rounded  was  as  a  belle  ouf  of  presse 

Somwhaf  he  lipsede  for  vantounesse ,  264 

To  moke  his  EnglisscH  awete  vpon  his  tungo 

And  in  hie  harpy  ng<  wban  ^f  he  had  Jo  sunge 

His  eyjen  twynkeled  in  his  heed  arigbf  iinf*,batki 
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wel  con^  he  in  eschange  Bcheeldos  selle  / 

This  vor))i  nun  f  ul  wbI  im  witte  bisette 

Tliei  wiste  no  man  that  hs  was  in  detto  21 

So  eatately  wss  he  of"  goaemaunca 

Tith  his  bargaym  and  with  his  chenyBauace 

For  sothe  he  vas  a  worpi  man  with  alle 

Bot  Both  to  say  I  not*  what  men  him  calle  /  2f 

A  Clerk?  fer  was  of"  Oienford  also 
That  Tnto  logik<  hadde  longe  I-go 
Al  so  lene  was  his  hors  as  is  a  rake 
And  he  waa  uof  righV  faf  I  vodertake  3t 

Bnf  lokede  holwe  and  feria  soburly 
Ful  thiedbaie  waa  his  ouerest  courtepy 
For  he  hadde  noujf  geten  hym  jifa  benefice 
Ke  was  not  wor}iy  to  hausn  an  office  2! 

For  him  was  leuet  baue  aV  hia  beddes  heed 
Twenty  bookes  c]o]ied  Id  blak*  and  reed 
Of  Aristotil  and  of  his  philosophie 
Then  Bobtis  Eiche  or  fithul  or  Sawtris  2! 

But  al  jKiogfi  he  were  a  philosophre 
$eV  hadde  he  buf  litnl  gold  in  co&e 
Bat  al  ^t  he  mightfi  gete  and  his  Sondes  aende 
On  bookes  and  hia  lemyng<  he  it  spende  3i 

And  bnaily  gan  for  pe  soules  pray 
Of  hem  )iat  jaf  birn  wherwith  to  ecolay 
Of  atodie  brake  he  most*  cure  and  heede 
Kat>  00  word  spuk<  he  more  }ian  waa  neede  3i 

Al  p»,V  he  spak*  if  waa  of"  heye  prudence  [ikVE] 

And  schorf  and  quylc  and  ful  of*  gret>  sentence 
Sownynge  in  moral  manere  was  his  apechc  / 
And  gladly  wolde  he  leme  and  gladly  teohe  3' 

ASeigeant*  of  lawe  war  and  wya 
That*  often  hadde  ben  atte  paniys 
Xher  was  also  ful  riche  of  excellence 
Discret/  he  was  and  of  gret  Ruuerence  3 

He  semed  such  hia  wordes  were  so  wise 
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luflticc  !ie  was  fuloften  in  a 

By  pntenP  and  by  pleyn  c 

For  his  scieoce  and  for  his  beih  renoun 

OP  fees  and  Robes  had  ho  many  oon 

So  gref  a  purcbasoor  was  ^er  no  wlicr  noon 

Al  was  fee  sympio  to  him  in  effecto 

Lis  purchasyng"  might"  noughP  ben  to  hi  ni  sug 

}fo  wbor  BO  bcsy  a  man  as  ho  ))er  nas  / 

And  jif  he  semed  hesier  fan  ho  was 

In  tc-rmcs  haddc  coas  and  domes  alle 

That  fro  ]>c  tymo  fat  kyng*  were  falle 

Thet  to  ho  coupe  endite  and  make  a  fing' 

Thor  coiifo  no  man  pynche  at  his  writyiif," 

And  euery  statute  couthe  ho  plej-n  by  rootc 

He  rood  buf  hoomly  in  a  mcdled  coote 

Gird  with  a  seynt  of  ailk*  vi^  batTes  smale 

Of  his  array  t*:lle  I  no  longer  talo 

AFiankeleyn  fee  was  in  Iiis  comjmnye  / 
wliif  was  his  beido  as  ))o  daycsyc 
OP  hb  complexioan  be  was  sangwyn 
wel  louod  he  in  fo  mom  a  sop  oP  wyn 
To  lyuc  in  delite  was  al  hia  wone 
For  ho  was  Epicurius  owne  sono 
That'  heeld  ofiynyoun  fat  pleyn  dulyt 
was  ve/raily  feJicito  perfyl? 
An  houshaldere  and  paff  a  grct  was  he 
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And  many  a  brem  and  many  a  luce  in  stewo 

Woo  was  his  Cook'  but  if*  his  sauce  were 

Poynanf  and  soharp  and  redy  al  his  gcre  352 

His  table  donnani?  in  his  hslle  alway 

Stood  redy  conered  al  ^  longe  day 

Af  sessions  per  was  he  lord  and  sife 

Fal  ofte  tyme  he  was  knight  of"  pe  schire  356 

An  Anias  and  a  gipser  ol  of  silk* 

heng*  at  his  gerdol  whit*  ea  mome  myllc 

A  Bchineue  hadde  he  ben  and  a  counter 

was  uowher  such  a  wortbi  vauaseT  3*10 

AN  habnrdassher  and  a  Ciirpenter 
A  webbe  a  deyer  and  a  Tapicei ' 
weren  with  vsa  eeke  clothed  in  oo  lyuere 
0^  a  solempne  and  gnV  fratemite  3G4 

Ful  freiash  and  newe  his  gere  piked  was 
Here  knyfes  were  Inihapud  natf  with  bins 
But  al  with  ailuer  wrought'  ful  clene  nmi  wcl 
here  gmdles  and  here  pouches  euery  ilul  368 

wel  Bemed  eche  ot  hem  a  fair  burgeys 
To  sittea  in  a  jeldehalle  on  |w  deys 
Eueiy  man  for  fie  wisdom  )Mt  he  can 

was  Bchaply  for  to  ben  an  aldurman  ■  372 

For  Catal  hadde  ^y  Inough  and  rente  / 
And  oek"  here  wyfes  wolde  itf  wel  assente  / 
And  ellefl  certeyn  hadde  fiei  ben  to  blame 
It  is  right-  fair  for  to  be  clepf  Ma  Dame  37G 

And  for  to  go  to  vigiliea  al  byfore 
And  hau  a  mantel  rially  I-bore 

A  Cook"  Jwi  hadde  with  hem  for  )ie  nones 
To  boyle  chikues  and  po  mary  bones  360 

And  poudre  marchaunt  /  tarf  and  galyngole  ii'ivn] 

wol  cowde  he  knowe  a  dr&njt'  of  londoun  ale 
He  cowde  roste  ectho  boille  and  frio 
Make  mortrcux  and  wcl  bake  a  pyo  381 

But/  gref  harm  was  it  as  it'  scmede  me 
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Tbatf  on  his  echyne  a  monnal  hadde  he 
For  blankmanger  be  made  with  ^  beste 

ASchipman  was  f«r  wonyng  fer  by  weete  388 

Foe  ougfit  I  woof  he  was  of  Dertemouthe 
He  Tood  vpon  a  rouncy  as  he  cou)ra 
In  a  gowue  of  faldyn)^  to  )w  kna 

A  dagger  hangyng*  on  a  laas  hadde  he  392 

Aboute  hiB  nekke  mder  his  arm  a  doim 
The  boote  somet  had  maod  his  hew  al  broiui 
And  c«rteinly  he  was  a  good  felawe 

Fill  many  a  diaugfit  of  wyn  had  be  draws  396 

From  Burdeuxwaid,  wbil  |iat  ^  chapman  sleep 
Of  nyce  conscience  toolc  be  no  keep 
If  )wf  he  fougbto  and  hadde  )»  beijet  band 
By  water  he  senle  bem  boom  to  euery  land  400 

Bat'  of  his  craft*  to  rikne  wel  [le  tydes 
bis  atremea  and  bis  dangers  him  bisidee 
His  herbeigh  and  hia  mone  his  lodomenage 
Ther  was  uon  such  from  hulle  to  Cartags  401 

Hardy  be  was  and  wys  to  vndertake 
with  many  a  tempe8t<  bath  hia  herd  ben  echake 
He  knew  wel  aUe  fe  bauenes  as  )>ei  were 
From  Scotloud  to  tbe  cape  of  fynestere  408 

And  euery  Ciyb  in  Bretayne  and  in  Spayne 
Hia  Barge  y-depnd  was  tbe  Magdelayne 
a  Doctoui  of  phisik' 
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he  woB  &  Yertey  parfighf  practiaour 

The  cause  I-knowe  and  of  his  hana  ^e  roote 

Anon  he  }af  pe  syke  man  his  boote  424 

Fill  ndy  hadde  he  his  apotecaries 

To  sende  him  dragges  and  his  letoaries 

For  eche  of  hem  made  o^iir  to  wjnne 

Here  frendschipe  na^  not  newe  to  begynne  428 

wel  knew  he  )ie  olde  Esculapiua 

And  deiscoridea.  and  eeke  Kusus 

Old  ypocras.  haly  and  Galien 

Serapyon.  Bazis  and  Auycen  432 

Auerrois  damascen  and  Constantyn 

BernEid  and  GatisdeQ  and  Gilbertyn 

Of  his  diete  moaurable  was  be 

For  it  was  of  no  auperfluite  436 

But*  of  gref  norischisg)  and  digestible 

His  studie  was  buf  litel  on  fe  bible 

In  sangwyn  and  in  peis  he  clad  was  al 

Lyned  with  tafiata  and  with  Sendal  440 

And  ^  it  he  was  but  esy  in  dispence 

He  kepte  )iaf  be  wan  in  pestilence 

For  gold  in  phisib  b  a  cordial 

Tber  foie  he  louede  gold  in  special  444 

A  Good  wiP  was  (ler  of"  byaide  bathe 
But  echo  was  eomdel  deef  and  ^af  was  ska^ 
Of  cloth  makyiig<  sche  hadde  such  an  haunt 
8che  passed  hem  of  ypris  and  of  Gaunt  448 

In  al )»  parisshe  wyf  ne  was  ther  noon 
Thaf  to  Jie  ofTryng*  byforu  bite  echnlde  goon 
And  if  ))er  dide  certeyn  so  wroth  was  sche 
That'  sche  was  ]>aune  ouf  of*  alio  cbarite  452 

hire  keuerchefs  weren  ful  fyne  of  grounde 
I  duTste  swere  |iey  wey^ede  ten  pounds 
TliaP  on  a  sonday  were  Tpon  hire  heed 
}iira  hoBcn  were  of  fyn  scarlctt  reed  456 

Ful  streyte  y-teyed  aiid  schoos  fnl  moyste  and  newe    [i*tf  Ti 
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Bold  was  liir  face  and  fair  and  leod  o^  heewe 

Scho  was  a  wor))y  woniman  al  hire  lyfe 

Kousbondea  atto  cliirc}ie  dore  badde  Bcfae  tyh  460 

vithout«n  ojur  companye  in  joaths 

Itaf  therof'  necdeth  noU)1?  to  apeke  m  nouthe 

And  ^ricB  hadde  scho  ben  af  lenualem 

Sche  hoddo  passud  many  a  stninnge  streem  464 

At  Borne  scho  badde  ben  and  at<  Boloyne 

In  Galice  af  BAynf  lame  and  af  Coloyne 

Svha  cowde  moche  of  wandryng*  by  fd  wcyo 

Oattothud  was  sche  Bofily  for  to  aeye  468 

vppon  an  amblere  csely  sche  sat 

wymplid  ful  wel  and  on  hire  lieed  an  hat 

As  brood  as  is  a  bocler  or  a  Targe 

A  foot  mantel  aboute  hire  hupea  huge  472 

And  OQ  hire  feet  a  paire  of  sporee  scharpo 

In  felawscbipe  wel  cowde  lawghe  and  carpe 

Of  liemedyes  of  lone  sche  knew  par  channce 

For  of  ^&V  arp  ache  knew  ^e  olde  daunce  476 

A  Good  man  was  ther  of  Beligiottn 
And  was  a  pore  personn  of  a  toon 
Bat  riche  be  was  of  holy  Jiougbt  and  werk* 
He  was  also  a  lomod  man  a  Clerk'  480 

That  cristes  gospel  gladly  woldo  preche 
His  parischons  deuoutly  wold  be  tecbe 
Bonigne  be  was  and  wondux  diligent 
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The  feirsBf  in  his  pafissche  moche  and  lite 

Vppon  hia  feet  and  in  his  hond  a  Biat  v*^i,  *<»»] 

This  noble  enBample  vnto  his  acbeep  he  ;af  496 

Thaf  feret^  he  wroughte  and  after  Jmt  he  tanghte 

Onf  of  ]re  gospel  lie  fio  wordes  caughte  / 

And  )ns  figure  he  addid  jif  ^eria 

Thaf  if<  gold  rust«  wbaf  schnlde  yren  doo  t  GOO 

For  if  a  preat  be  foul  on  whom  we  truate 

"So  woudor  is  a  lewid  man  to  rnste ; 

And  schame  it  is  if  a  presf  take  kepe 

A  schjteu  scbepperd  and  a  clene  achepe  604 

wel  onghte  a  prest  ensample  for  to  jioe 

Bjr  hie  clennesse  bow  fiaf  his  ecbeep  schulde  lyue 

be  setto  nof  bis  beuefice  to  huyra 

And  lefte  his  scheep  eucombred  In  pe  myre  503 

And  ran  to  londoun  vnto  seynte  poulos 

To  seekea  him  a  chatmterie  for  souIcb 

Or  with  a  brethurhede  be  wif-holde 

Bute  dwelte  af  boom  and  kepte  wel  hia  folde  /  512 

So  ))af  ^  wolf  ne  made  it  not  myscaiye 

He  was  a  schepparde  and  no  raercenarie 

And  jKtugh  he  holy  were  and  vertuons 

he  was  to  aenful  man  uoughf  dispitons  516 

Ne  of  his  apeche  danngerous  ue  digue 

Baf  in  his  teching'  diacref  and  benigne 

To  diawe  folk*  to  heuen  by  clenneBae 

By  good  ensample  was  hb  busyneaae  620 

Buf  it  were  eny  parsone  obstinaf 

whaP  so  he  were  of  high  or  lowe  estaf 

him  wolde  he  snybbe  schatply  for  ^e  nones 

A  bettra  preest  I  trowe  tbei  nowher  non  is  524 

he  waytud  after  no  pompe  ne  roueience 

9'e  maked  him  a  spiced  conscience  / 

BuP  cristes  lore  and  hia  apostles  twelue 

he  taughf.  and  fetsf  he  folwed  if  himselue  528 

"TTTith  hem  for  waa  a  plough  man  hia  bmfiur 
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I'hal^  hodde  I-lad  of  dong<  ful  muiy  a  fojinc 

A  trewe  swjmliot  and  a  good  waa  h«e 

Lynyuge  in  pees  and  parfijf  chaiitee  632 

God  loned  he  besf  al  bis  trewe  herte  {'•^"l 

Af  olle  tfmeB  fiough  him  gamed  or  amorte 

And  |ranne  hia  noigbebour  right*  aa  bimaelnQ 

He  wolde  threisshe  and  Jierto  dyke  and  delae  038 

For  cristcs  sake  with  eueiy  pois  wig&t' 

wifiouten  hnjre  if  if  laye  in  hia  migKf 

Hia  tythcB  pay ede  he  ful  (aire  and  wel 

Bathe  of*  hia  owne  swynk'  and  hia  catel  S40 

In  a  tabbaid  Itood  vpon  a  mere 

Ther  was  also  a  Reeoe  and  a  mellere 
A  sorapnoui  and  a  pardoner  also 
A  maunciple  and  my  self*  |)er  was  no  mo  644 

THe  mellere  was  a  etonf  cail  for  pe  nooea 
Full  hig<  he  was  of  braun  and  eek*  of  boones  / 
That*  prenede  wel  for  oner  al  ^r  he  cam 
At  wtastlynge  he  wolde  beie  awey  fe  Ram  648 

He  was  scborf  schnldied  hroode  a  ))Lkke  knane 
Ther  was  no  dare  )iat<  he  nolde  bene  of  harre 
Or  breke  it  with  a  iennyng<  with  bis  heed 
hia  herd  ae  ony  aowe  or  fox  was  reed  652 

And  ]Mrto  brood  as  ^ugh  if  were  a  apadfl 
vpon  ^  cop  rigbf  of  his  nose  he  hade 
A  werto  and  ^r  on  stood  a  tuff  of  heiea 
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And  ^rwi)i  al  lie  broughf  vs  ouf  of  towne 

AOentil  manndple  was  ther  of"  a  temple 
Of-  which  achatoure  mighteu  take  exemple  668 

For  to  be  wys  in  beyyng'  of  vitoiUe 
For  whe{)uT  Jtat?  he  payde  or  took*  by  taille 
Algate  he  wayted  ao  in  his  acate  c>^s.  toe^] 

Tbaf  be  was  a,y  bifom  and  in  good  state  672 

Now  is  not  )iaf  of  god  a  f  ul  fair  grace 
That  such  a  lewed  mannes  wit>  achal  pace 
The  wisdom  of  an  beep  of  lemede  men 
Of*  maystres  hadde  moo  ^an  ^ries  tea  676 

That  were  of  lawe  expert  and  curious 
Of  which  )>er  were  a  doseyn  in  an  bona 
worthi  to  be  stiwardj  of  Bente  and  lond 
Of  any  lord  fat-  ia  in  Engelond  680 

To  make  him  lyue  by  his  propre  good 
In  honour  detteles  but  if  he  were  wood 
Of  lyne  as  scarsly  as  he  can  desire 

And  able  for  to  helpen  al  a  schire  684 

In  any  caaa  ^at  migbte  falte  or  happe 
And  jil^  this  maunciple  sette  here  allei  cappe 

The  Beeue  was  a  skleudie  colerik  tn&n 
his  herd  was  schanu  as  neigh  as  ener  he  can  666 

his  beer  was  by  his  Eras  neigh  I-schom 
his  top  was  dockud  lyt  a  preesf  bifom 
Ful  longe  wem  his  leggus  and  ful  lene 
Al  like  a  staff  tbei  was  no  calf  y-sene  692 

wel  cowde  he  kepe  a  gemer  and  a  bynne 
Ther  was  non  anditour  cowde  on  him  wynne 
wel  wble  he  by  the  drought'  and  by  )>e  Beyn 
The  jeeldyngi  of  bis  seed  and  of  his  gteyn  696 

hie  lordes  scheep  his  neet  his  dayerie 
his  swyn  his  hors  his  stoor  and  his  paltria 
was  holly  in  this  Reeues  gouemynge 

And  by  hie  conenaunt  jaf  pe  Hekenynge  600 

8yn  ^t  his  lord  was  .x^?  ;eer  of  ago 

CANT,  TALES. — BARL.  0 
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Ther  eoathe  noman  bringe  him  in  aiienige 

Ther  nas  boillif'  ne  heid«  ne  o^  hjrae 

That^  ]iey  ne  knewe  his  aleigfitf  and  hia  conyne  604 

They  wen  adrod  of  him  aa  oP  ]ie  deth 

hia  wonyng'  waa  ful  fidi  vpon  an  hath 

vj^  grane  trees  I-schadewed  waa  hia  place 

be  cowde  bettre  {tan  bis  lord  puichace  608 

Fnl  riche  he  was  I-atored  prinely  V—fK 

Ilia  kml  wel  couthe  he  pleac  sabtilly 

To  jona  him  and  lane  bim  of  his  owne  good 

And  hnue  a  ^anlCacote  andeelCan  bood  612 

In  )OD[ie  be  Icrned  liadde  a  good  mester 

be  waa  a  wel  good  wright?  a  carpenter 

Thia  Roouc  eat*  vpon  a  wel  good  etoV 

That*  was  a  pomely  gray  and  bighte  Scot^  616 

A  long*  eurcote  oi*  blew  vppon  bo  hadde 

And  by  liis  side  he  bar  a  Busty  bladde 

Of  Northfolt  was  >i8  Reene  of"  which  I  telle 

Ityside  a  toon  nion  calleu  Baldeawelle  620 

Tukkud  ho  was  es  is  a  frere  aboute 

And  OUGT  ho  rood  the  bynderesf  ot  fte  route 

ASumpnouT  was  |)er  with  tb  iu  ^af  place 
Thaf  badde  a  fyr-reed  Gberabyns  face  621 

For  sawceOem  he  was  with  eyjen  narwe 
Aa  lioof  be  was  and  leccheroua  as  a  sparwe 
Vfip  skalled  browes  blak  and  piled  berd 
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Than  wolde  Lo  speke  no  word  baf  latyu 

A  fewe  teimea  hadde  he  tuo  or  [ire 

That  he  hadde  lamed  ouV  of>  som  decree  640 

Ko  wondur  u  he  herde  it  al  fie  day 

And  eelc  ja  kuowe  wel  }iow  ^uf  a  lay 

Can  clepe  watte  aa  wel  as  can  ^e  pope 

BiiP  who-so  wolde  in  o|iur  fiing*  him  grope  G44 

Thanne  hodde  he  epenf  al  his  philosophie 

Ay  questio  quid  Imia  wolde  he  crye 

He  was  a  gentil  harlot  and  a  kynde  [fft,  *•"] 

A  bettre  felatr  schulde  men  nowher  fynde  648 

He  wolde  aufiro  tot  a  quarf  of  wyn 

A  good  felawe  han  hie  concubyn 

A  .xij.  moneth.  and  excuse  liim  atte  fulls 

And  pryuely  a  Fynch  eek  cowde  he  pulle  652 

And  it  he  fond  owher  a  good  felawe 

he  wolde  teche  him  for  to  haue  non  awe 

In  such  a  caas  of'  }e  archedekues  curs 

But*  if  a  mannea  aoule  were  in  his  purs  656 

For  in  hia  purs  he  scholde  punyssched  be 

Puts  is  the  Ercedeknes  helie  quod  he 

Buf  wel  I  woot  he  lyeth  right"  in  dede 

OP  cnrayng'  owetb  och  gulty  man  to  drede  660 

For  CUTS  wol  slee.  righf  aa  aseoillyng*  saueth 

And  also  ware  him  of  a  SigniGcauit 

In  d&unger  ho  hadde  at<  his  owno  assise 

The  jonge  gurles  of  the  Diocise  GG4 

And  knew  here  oounaeil  and  was  ol  here  retl 

A  garland  had  he  set  vpon  his  heed 

As  gret  as  it  were  for  an  ale  stake 

A  bokeler  had  he  maad  him  of  a  cake  *  668 

With  him  fer  rood  a  gentil  Pardoner 
Of"  Bounciual  his  frcnd  and  his  com  per 
That^  streyp  was  coraen  from  («  courf  oP  Rome 
Ful  lowde  he  sang  com  hider  loun  torae  672 

The  sompuour  bar  to  him  a  stif  buidorui 
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woi  nenere  troiupe  of  half  bo  gref  a  souiO 

Thin  pardoner  hodde  beer  as  jelwe  aa  wex 

Itut  smotbe  it  heogi.  ta  dotb  a  strike  of  Flex  876 

Ily  vticcs  hynge  his  lokkes  pat  he  badde 

An<l  |M^rwitU  he  liis  schuldrea  ouerapradde 

Fal  tlicnno  it  lay  by  culpons  on  and  oon 

And  hood  for  lobtee  ne  wered  be  noon  680 

For  it  was  ttussud  vp  in  hia  walet 

llirn  ^iigllf  he  rood  al  of  fe  newe  geV 

iJiacbeuole  aauf  his  cappe  he  rood  al  hare 

Suche  glaryug*  eyjen  bodde  be  as  an  bore  684 

A  vemicla  hadde  he  sowed  on  his  cappe  ["^'■•i 

His  walef  lay  byfom  him  in  hia  kppe 

Itrcf  fal  of  pffi-doun  come  from  Rome  al  boot 

A  voya  he  badde  as  smal  aa  eny  goot  668 

Ho  benl  ue  hadde  be  ne  iicuet  acholde  baoe 

Aa  stnotbe  it  was  as  it  ware  late  I-schaue  / 

T  trowe  )ie  were  a  geldyng*  or  a  mare 

Ituf  r;f  his  CTatV  [to  Betwyt  vnto  wan  693 

ife  was  Jter  such  another  pardoner 

For  in  bis  male  lie  haddo  a  pilweheei 

wliich  ^t  lie  saide  was  oura  lady  veyl 

Iw  anida  ho  liodde  a  gohef  of  ^e  aeyl  696 

I'hst  Neynt'  Petur  badde  whan  be  wente 

Vpptm  fe  mm  til  ihQ  criaf  him  hente 

be  IwIiIm  a  kvm  of  lat«un  ful  of  stones 
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"BmV  altherbesf  be  aaaff  an  offertorie 

Tot  well  lie  vhan  fa.t  eong  was  eonge  [< uur wfrt m  j«i>] 

he  moste  precbe  and  wel  aSyle  his  tunge  712 

To  Wynne  siluer  aa  he  right*  wel  cowde 

Therefore  he  aang*  ful  meriely  and  ]owde 

NOw  haue  I  told  jon  achortly  in  a  clanae 
Thestalf  ^array  ^  nombre  and  eek*  )ie  causa  716 

why  Jmtf  assembled  waa  Jiis  companye" 
In  Sonthwerk^  at*  ^is  geutil  Ostelrie 
TbaP  highte  >e  Tabbard  faete  by  f>e  bella 
Buf  now  is  tyme  to  jow  for  to  telle  720 

how  Jut  we  bare  va  in  ^f  iike  nig&t 
whan  we  weie  In  that  Ostelrie  aligbt' 
And  aftnr  wol  I  telle  ot  oore  Tiage  [ittfu.wtir] 

And  A  ^  remeaaunt  of*  oure  pilgrimage  734 

Buf  fetsf  I  pray  jou  of*  jour  cuitesie 
That^  ;e  ne  lette  it  nat>  my  vilanye 
Though  Jnt*  I  Bpeke  al  pleyn  in  ^is  matere 
And  telle  jon  here  wordea  and  here  cbeera  728 

Sfe  though  I  speke  here  wordee  propurly 
For  ^is  30  knowen  also  wel  as  I 
who-so  scbal  telle  a  tale  aftur  a  man 

He  moate  leheice  as  neigll  as  euer  he  can  732 

Euery  word  if  it  be  in  his  charge 
Al  speke  he  neuer  eo  Budely  ne  large 
Or  elles  he  moot*  telle  his  tale  vntrewe 
Or  feyne  fiiiig<  or  fynde  his  wordes  newe  736 

He  may  aoif  spare  ^ongh  he  were  his  brofur 
He  moste  as  wel  eey  00  word  as  ano^ur 
Crisf  spak*  himself  ful  broode  in  holy  writ 
And  wel  je  woof  no  rilanye  is  it  7*0 

Eke  Plato  seith  who^o  }iaf  can  liim  rede 
The  wordes  mof  be  coayn  to  Jo  dede 
Also  I  pray  jon  to  forjeus  it  mo 

Al  haue  I  folk*  naf  scf  in  hora  degre  74  i 

Here  in  Jis  tale  aa  Jiat'  pei  schnlde  stondc 
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My  will'  is  thynua  jc  may  wel  Tndiintonde 

Gltecf  cliecro  moilo  oure  oaf  vb  enericbon 
And  to  f)c  M)Ui>er  sette  he  va  anan  748 

}(u  senmd  vb  with  vitaille  atte  beste 
Strung*  wnij  )ra  wyn  and  vel  to  diynke  vs  lesto 
A  semcly  mun  onre  Owto  was  wi^  alls 
For  to  Ijan  been  a  Marchal  in  an  halle  7.12 

A  large  man  was  lie  vrith  ey)en  stepe 
A  faiiero  burgcya  ie  ^r  noon  in  chepe 
Bold  of  his  epeche  and  wys  and  wel  I-tangbf 
And  of  inanhede  lakkcde  he  right  naug&t  756 

Eke  ^rto  ho  was  rif^hf  a  mery  man 
And  ntler  super  p!ayen  he  bygan 
And  apak*  of  myrlhe.  among*  o|)ur  Jiinges 
whan  ^t  we  hadde  maod  our  rekenyngee  760 

And  Bayde  fus.  Lo  lordynges  trewely  [»<f  n] 

3e  ben  to  me  rigSf  welcome  hertily 
For  by  my  troutlie  if  |iat^  I  Bchal  nof  lye 
I  no  saugh  }iiH  ;eer  bo  mery  a  companyo  164 

At  oonea  in  tliia  herbergh  as  is  now 
Fayn  wold  I  do  jow  merthe  wiste  I  how 
And  of*  a  merthe  I  am  right  now  bytlioughf 
To  doon  ]ou  ecM  and  if  scfaal  coste  nought*  768 

ia  giion  to  Caantnrbury  god  jon  epeede 
Th'!  blinfiil  martir  quyte  }ou  }auie  mee4e 
And  wel  I  woot/  as  je  gon  by  ^  weye 
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Bnt  je  be  meryo  smyte^  of  myn  heed 

hold  vp  jouTB  hond  with-oute  more  speche 

Oure  comueil  was  not  longe  for  to  aeche  784 

V8  )>ought«  it  naa  nal'  worfi  to  make  it  wys 

And  grannted  him  vi)ioute  more  BTya 

And  bad  him  seie  bis  veidite  as  him  leet« 

LOrdynges  quoj)  ho  now  herkene^  for  fa  beate  788 

But  taketh  nof  I  pray  jou  in  disdayu 
This  is  )io  poynt  to  epeken  schorls  and  playn 
Thaf  ecfa  of  jow  to  echorte  with  joure  weie  / 
In  fiis  viage  schal  telle  take  tweye  792 

To  Cauntarburiwaid  I  mone  it  so 
And  homwatd  be  schal  tellen  o^nr  tuo 
Of<  aaentnree  fatf  fen  ban  bif&lls 

And  which  of*  }ow  ^af  bereji  him  besf  of  alia  796 

That  is  to  eeye  ^t  telle)*  in  fis  caas 
Tales  of*  beaf  sentence  and  of^  solas 
Scbal  ban  a  soper  af  jonr  al}iei  cost  ini/\i,tarki 

Here  in  (is  phtce  aittynge  by  ^is  post^  800 

whan  faX  wo  comen  ageya  from  Canturbery 
And  for  to  make  jon  ^e  more  mery 
I  wol  my  selnen  gladly  with  jou  ryde 
Eigbf  af  myn  owen  cosf  and  be  joiire  gyde  804 

And  wbo-80  wole  my  Inggemenf  withsoie 
Schal  paye  for  al  we  spenden  by  ^e  weye 
And  if  ja  Toacbe  eauf<  ^at  it  be  so 

Telle  me  anoon  wijiouten  wordea  moo  808 

And  I  wole  eiely  schappe  me  ferton 
This  flag  was  gnunted  and  oure  othns  swore 
with  fill  glad  herte  and  prayden  him  also 
Thaf  he  would  vouche  aauf  for  to  doon  so  813 

And  fiaf  he  wolde  ben  oure  gonernour 
And  of*  our  tales  lugge  and  reportoui 
And  sette  a  sonper  at  a  certeyn  prys 

And  we  Holde  rewled  be  at  his  deuys  8IG 

In  heygh  and  lowe.  and  ^ua  by  oon  assent 
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Wn  been  acorded  to  his  luggement 

And  JiRr-vpon  fa  vyn  waa  tvV  anooa 

we  droiiken  knd  U>  rette  wunte  echooo.  820 

wi^iiiti'n  tny  liiiigore  taryinga 

A  tii'Twc-  whun  ^uf  ^0  (lay  bigan  to  aprynga 

v|)  riMA  oiini  Osl'  and  was  oure  althor  cot 

And  Kiul'Tiid  VH  to-KiduT  hIU  in  a  flok>  821 

Anil  fiirth  wo  Tidcn  a  litcl  moro  fian  p«as 

vtiUt  Jiu  wiiteryiifto  of'  seint  Thomaa 

And  fuTii  ouro  Out'  bigan  hia  bora  aieste 

And  Hitydo  l»^lna  hcrkcnc|)  if-  }ow  leata  82t^ 

Ju  wiHil'  )i>tiro  forward  and  I  it  jou  tecoide 

If'  jiuwonK"  aii'l  inorwosong'  ocordo 

lyvt  uj  now  who  Hchal  tulle  feret  a  fala 

Ah  ouurn  I  nnxjto  drinko  wyn  or  ale  832 

wIiD-Hii  Ihi  rubcl  to  my  Iiiggcment 

Srlml  iJiiye  fr>r  al  Jiut'  by  tlio  woye  is  spent 

Now  ilruwulh  Cut/  cr  ])at^  wo  foither  twynne 

wliicli  fat'  Iwth  Jw  schortost  schal  bygynna  836 

biro  kniijlit'  qnoti  ho  maister  and  my  lord  [t^u] 

Now  drawoth  Cut.  for  fat  is  myn  acord 

Comolh  nor  quoil  ho  my  lady  prioroBse 

And  30  BiV  Clfrk  laf  bo  ^our  Bchamfastnesso  840 

No  studiuth  nat  ley  hand  to  eucry  mnn 

Anon  to  drawon  ouery  wiglif  bigan 

And  aohortly  for  to  tellen  ob  if  was 
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wh&f  welcome  be  ))oa  cut*,  a  goddua  name 

Now  lat  V8  rydo  and  lierkiie)i  what  I  Beye 

And  with  ))at  word  we  riden  ioip  onre  weye  856 

And  he  bigan  with  right'  a  merie  cheie.' 

His  tala.  and  eeide  right  in  )na  maneie. 

\break  of  one  tine  m  the  MS.^ 
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WHiloni  as  olde  stories  tellen  vs  («mUt 

rher  was  a  Duk-  fat  Uighte  Theseus 
Of  Atlieueti  lie  was.  lord  and  goueriiour 
Aiiil  iu  liis  tyme  swich  a  conquerour 
TluiP  grettcr  was  tlier  uon  vtider  J«  Hoimo 
¥u]  many  n  Ridie  Contre  ha^lde  he  wonne 
Thnf  i^-ith  Ilia  wisdam  and  bis  chiualrie 
Ho  conquered  al  the  regne  o^  Femynya 
TlinP  whilom  was  I-clepeJ  Cithea 
And  weddede  the  queen  Ipolitiv 
And  brought'  hire  hoom  with  liim  in  his  Contre 
with  moche  glorie  and  greP  solempnite 
And  eek'  hire  jonge  suster  Eniolye 
And  Jpua  with  victorie  and  with  nielodyo 
I,ete  I  fis  noUe  duk-  to  Athenea  ryJo  / 
And  al  his  Oat'  in  aratcs  hiin  biside  iirtf  a,i 

AV  certea  if  it  nere  to  long-  to  heere 
I  wolde  han  told  jow  fully  Jje  nianero 
How  wounea  was  the  regae  of*  Femenye 
Ity  Tlieseua  and  by  his  Chtualrye 
And  of*  fe  grete  bataille  for  f>e  nonea 
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lat'  eueiy  felawe  telle  hia  tale  aboute 

And  laf  see  now  who  Bchal  fe  Boper  wynne  891 

And  thei  I  lafto  I  woldo  agayn  begynne  [»™.t  .^ p,- «,, 

This  Duk"  ofi  whom  I  loaka  manoioun        '"  '*' "" 
whan  he  waa  comen  almoef  Ttito  fe  toun 
In  &]  bis  vele  and  in  his  moste  piyde 
he  waa  war  aa  he  casf  hia  eyje  aside  89G 

whet  Jwf  ther  kneled  in  ^  hye  weye 
A  companye  of  ladies  tweye  and  tweye 
Ech  after  other  clad  in  clo^  blake 
But'  snch  a  cry  and  such  a  woo  ]»ey  moke  OOO 

That  in  fis  world  nya  creature  lyuynge 
Ther  heide  each  anofiei  weymentynge 
And  ot  )iat<  cry  ne  wolde  ^y  neuer  steuten 
Til  |)ey  fe  Eeynea  of"  hia  bridal  henteu  90i 

whaf  folk*  be  ^e  ^af  af  myn  horn  camynge 
Partourben  so  my  feste  with  cryenge 
Quod  Theseus,  haue  je  bo  gref  enuye 

Of  myn  honour  fiaf  ^us  compleyne  and  crie  908 

Oi  who  hath  jow  mysboden  or  ofTendid 
And  telle^  me  if  it^  may  ben  amendid. 
And  why  ^at  je  ben  clad  ))us  al  in  blalc  [i^is] 

The  oldest-  lady  of  hem  alle  sijak-  312 

whan  Bche  had  swowned  with  a  dedly  chera 
That  it  waa  routhe  for  to  seen  or  heere 
And  seyde  lord  to  whom  fortune  ha)>  jeuen 
Victoria  and  as  a  conquerour  to  luyen  916 

NougRP  greueth  vs  joure  glorie  and  honour 
But  we  beseken  mercy  and  socoar 
Hane  mercy  on  oure  woo  and  oure  distresse 
Som  drope  of  pitee  thuigh  joure  gontilnrsse  920 

yppon  vs  wrecchede  wommen  laf  Jwu  falle 
For  cartua  lord,  ther  nys  noon  of  vs  nlle 
Thaf  Bche  nath  boa  a  duchease  or  a  queeno 
Kow  be  we  Caytifa  as  it  is  wel  scene  924 

Thanked  be  fortune,  and  hire  false  wheel 
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ThaP  noon  estaf  assureth  to  ben  weol 

And  certua  lord  to  abiden  jouro  presence 

928 

we  ban  ben  waytynge  al  f  is  foutteniglit           ['  " 

'lZ''Ti''"' 

Now  hclpe  va  lord  ayn  it  is  in  fy  might 

I  wrocchc  which  paV  wepe  and  waylle  fus 

was  whilom  wyf"  to  kyngi  Capaneas 

933 

That  atarf'  af  Thebea.  cursed  be  f>af  day 

And  alle  we  fat^  ben  in  fis  array 

And  maken  alli;  ))i9  lamcatocioun 

we  leften  alle  ourc  liousbondes  at  Jie  toun 

D3G     ] 

wlul  faf  Jie  sege.  fer  abonto  lay 

i 

And  jet  fe  olde  Creon  welaway 

fl 

That^  lord  ia  now  oP  thebes  fe  citeo 

! 

ynlfiJde  of"  Ire  and  of  Iniquite 

940 

He  for  despyf  and  for  hia  Tyrannye 

To  do  fe  deede  bodyes  vilonyo 

Of-  alle  oure  lordes  which  fat  ben  I-alawa 

Ha>  alle  fe  bodies  on  an  beep  y-drawe 

an 

And  wol  nof  suffren  hem  by  noon  osseuf 

Nother  to  ben  y-bnried  nor  I-brenf 

Buf  makeji  houndes  ote  hem  in  despite 

And  with  faf  word  wiilioute  more  respite 

9t8 

They  fillen  gnif  and  criden  pitoiisly               U"^  "■  "'*J 

hsue  on  vs  wrecched  wommen  »ora  mercy 

And  lat  onro  sorwe  aynken  in  thyn  herte 

This  gentil  duke  dotin  from  his  courser  aterte/ 

952 

with  herte  pitous  whan  lie  herde  hem  epelto 

liim  jioughto  fat  hie  herte  wolde  hreke 

whan  lie  aeyh  hem  so  pitous  and  so  maaf 

That  whilom  weron  of  eo  gret  cstaf 

956 

And  in  his  armes  he  hem  alls  vp  hent« 

And  hem  conforteji  in  ful  good  entente 

And  swor  his  oth  as  he  was  trewe  knigBf 

he  wolde  do  so  ferforfly  his  might 

060  J 

vpou  fe  lyrauut  Crcon  hem  to  wreko 

^^ 
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Tliaf  al  fe  poeple  of'  greco  scLoMe  apeko 

Iiow  Creon  waa  of'  Theaeiia  y-serued 

As  he  ^at  ha}i  his  deth  right  wel  (lesenied  ! 

And  righf  aiioon  wijiouto  eny  abood 

Jiis  baiier  lie  desplayej*  and  forf  rood 

To  TliebeB-ward.  and  al  his  ooaf  bjaydo 

No  ner  athenea  wolde  he  go  ne  rjda  i 

Ne  take  his  eese  fully  half*  a  day 

BuP  onward  on  his  way  ftnt  nyght  he  lay 

And  sente  aiioon  ypolita  ^e  quecna 

And  EniGlye  hir  ;onge  suster  achene  S 

viito  Ihe  toun  of  athcnes  to  dwelle 

And  forth  he  ryt  [ler  is  no  more  to  telle 

The  reedo  statue  of*  mars  with  spere  and  tnrge 
So  schyneji  in  liia  white  baner  largo  i 

Thftf  alio  fe  feeldoa  gliteren  vp  and  doun 
And  by  his  baner  waa  boru  hia  pynotm 
Of"  gold  fill  richc  in  which  fer  waa  I-bet« 
The  Minatour  which  {lat  he  slough  iik  Crete  C 

Thus  ryf  Jiis  Duk*  Jus  lyf  fia  Conquerour 
And  in  liis  ooaf  of"  Clieualrie  ^  floui 
Til  >af  he  cam  to  Thebea  and  alighte 
Fsire  in  a  feeld  wher  as  he  foughte  to  fighf«  /  I 

But*  Buhortly  for  to  apeken  of  fiis  )>ing' 
with  Creon  which  fat*  waa  of  Thebes  kyng* 
He  faught^  and  sbn^h  him  manly  ns  a  knight  /       (itfu 
In  pleyn  bfttnille  and  piitte  his  fulk'  to  flight/  £ 

And  by  assaiif  he  wan  f>e  Cite  nftiir 
And  rente  doun  bojKj  wal  and  sparre  and  mftur 
And  to  fe  ladies  he  restored  agayn 
The  bones  of"  here  housbondea  faf  were  alayn  i 

To  do  exequies  as  was  [lo  )>e  gyee 
But  it  were  al  te  loiigi  for  to  deuyae 
The  grete  clamour  and  )ie  waymentynge 
which  [lat  ^  ladiea  made  a,V  )«  broonynge  i 


k 


boityaa  and  f-e  grete  honour 


30     QHOCP  A.      $  t.      KM«BT's  7AUL     ******■■    73M. 

ThaV  TheMtu  the  noLle  eonquerour 

Doth  to  ^  bulyea  whan  ^j  from  him  weate 

BnV  achortly  for  to  t«lle  ia  niyn  mtento  1000 

whan  faV  fia  worth;  Dut  }m  Theaeni 

hath  Creon  bUjd  and  Thebea  wonne  fiu 

Stille  in  ^  feelde  be  took*  al  nighf  hii  mt* 

And  dido  with  al  ^  contre  aa  him  lwt«  1004 

T)  Itanaake  in  ^  cos  of  hodjeii  deAe 
hem  for  to  streepe  of  herneyB  and  of  irmle  / 
The  pilours  diilen  husineese  and  cuis 

Aft«r  fe  batulo  anil  discomfiture  1008 

And  BO  hyfil  ^t  in  [le  caa  )iei  founde 
1'hurgh  girt*  with  many  a  grenouH  blody  woiinde 
Two  jongo  kniglite  liggyng<  by  and  by 
]to)ie  in  oon  armes  clad  ful  richely  1012 

fff'  whicho  two  Arcito  hight  patf  oon 
And  fiaf  ofint  kuigbf  higbf  Falamon 
?«'at'  fully  qiiyk"  no  fully  deed  fey  were 
Itiit^  by  here  cooto  armure  and  by  here  geru  1016 

Humiiiliiit  knewB  bom  wel  in  special 
Ah  fiiy  fat  wown  of*  the  blood  real 
or  I'IkiIkim  and  of  SiHtrcn  tuo  I-born 

Itui'  up  fn  chaoa  fo  pilours  ban  hem  torn  1020 

Ami  hnn  ln'iii  caricd  softe  vnto  )«  tente  / 
f  l^  'J'hiw.uH  and  fill  soiio  he  horn  sente 
't'lilUKium  fnr  V>  dwiilhtn  in  prisoun 
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Til  if  fel  oonea  in  a  morwe  o^  may 

That  Emelie  fatf  fauer  vas  to  seene 

Than  ia  ^  lilio  on  hire  atalkes  grene  1036 

And  fresacher  fian  the  may  with  floures  neve 

For  with  pe  loae  colour  etrof  hire  hewe 

I  uoV  which  was  fe  fyner  of"  hem  two 

Er  if  was  day  as  ache  was  wonf  to  do  1040 

Sche  was  arisen  and  al  redy  digKf 

For  may  wola  hane  no  aloggaidye  anyghf 

The  BCBonn  prike^  eaeiy  gentil  hert« 

And  makep  him  '  ont  of  hia  aleepe  aterte  1044 

And  aeith  arya  and  do  ^ia  obB^mance 

This  maked  Emelye  han  remembranoe 

To  do  honour  to  May  and  for  to  ryao 

I-clo^ed  was  ache  freash  for  to  deuyse  104S 

hire  jolwe  heer  was  hrowdid  in  a  tresse 

Byhynde  hire  bat  ajerde  loi^  I  geaae 

And  in  the  gardyn  at  )ie  sonne  rpriate 

Sche  walke))  vp  and  donn  wher  as  hire  lista  1052 

Sche  gadere))  floures  party  whyta  and  reede 

To  make  a  certeyu  gerland  for  hire  heede 

And  as  an  aungel  heuenly  sche  song* 

The  grete  tour  fnt  was  so  [likke  and  strong,'*  1056 

which  of  ye  caatel  was  the  cheef*  dongeoun 

Ther  aa  y'a  knightee  weren  in  pi'isouu 

Of  which  I  tolde  }ow  and  telle  achal 

was  euene  Ioynyng<  to  )ie  gardeyn  wal  1060 

Ther  as  fiia  Emely  hadde  hire  pleyyugs 

Sright'  waa  ^e  aonne  and  cleer  fat*  moTwenynge 

And  Palamon  \iiB  woful  priaoner  ct^i^l 

As  was  hia  wona  by  leue  of  his  gayler  1064 

waa  risen  and  romed  in  a  Chambre  on  heigh 

In  which  he  al  ^  noble  cite  eeiglt 

And  eelc  ^e  gardeyn  ful  of  biaunches  grena 

Ther  as  |ie  fresahe  Emelye  ^  scheene  1068 

was  in  hire  walk/  and  romed  vp  and  doun 


32    ORoup  A.     $  S.     kxioht'b  talk.    Hirlldan  78S4. 

TbU  BOTirefiil  prisoner  ^ia  FaUmon 

Gooth  in  ^  chambra  Tomyng*  to  k&d  fro 

And  to  himself'  compleynyng*  of  hi*  voo  1073 

Tbaf  he  was  bom  /  ful  ofte  he  aeyd  kIm 

And  so  bjfel  by  auentnre  or  cas 

Tliaf  ^uigh  a  wyndow  fikka  and  many  a  ban« 

Of  Iron  greef  and  sqnar  as  eny  Bporre  1076 

he  castf  his  cyen  rpon  Emelya 

And  |)cr  with  al  he  blttynte  and  cryed  .A. 

As  ^1^  he  Btongcn  were  vnto  fw  herte 

And  with  faff  crj-o  nrcite  anon  vp  sterte  1080 

And  enyde  cosyn  myn  whaf  eylef  pe 

That'  art'  bo  palo  and  dcedly  for  to  aea  / 

why  crydoHtow  who  ha|i  ])C  doon  offence 

For  goddos  lone  lalC  al  in  pacienca  1084 

Ouro  prisoun  for  if  may  non  ofir  bo 

Fortune  ha^  jimcn  ts  \na  adnersite 

Horn  wikko  aspect  /  or  disposicioun 

Of*  Satamo  by  aum  constellaciouD  1068 

Hath  joucn  rs  ^s  al^ugh  we  hadde  it  sworn 

8o  stood  ^  houen  whan  pat  we  were  bom 

we  n)08t«  endure  it  ]iis  is  pe  schorf  and  pleyn 

This  Palamon  aniworcd  and  aeyde  ageyn  1092 

Coayn  for  sothe  of  Jiis  opynyonn 

Thou  hast'  a  veyn  ymnginaciortn 

This  priaoitn  caused  me  nof  for  to  crye 
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fiifom  me  sorwful  wteccUed  creature 

Out*  of*  pis  prisoon  help  ^t  wo  may  scape 

And  ifi  so  be  oure  deetyne  be  schape  1  lOS 

By  eterne  vrotd  to  deyeu  in  prisoun 

Of  cure  lynage  haueth  Bum  compassioun 

That  b  so  lowe  y-biouglit  by  Tyiaiinye 

And  with  ^t^  word  Arcite  gan  espye  1112 

wher  as  this  lady  roiaed  to  and  fro 

And  with  ^f  sight/  hire  beaute  hurt  him  so 

That<  if  ))af  Falamon  was  wounded  sore 

Azcite  is  hurt*  as  moche  as  he  or  more  1118 

And  with  a  sigll.  he  seyde  pitously 

The  freissche  beaute  sleeth  me  sodeynly 

Of  hir  that  rometh  jonder  in  ^e  place 

And  buf  I  haue  hir  mercy  and  hir  grace  1120 

That*  I  may  see  hir  atto  Icste  weyo 

I  nam  buf  deed  /  ther  rys  no  more  to  seye 

This  Palamon  whan  he  the  wordea  herde 

Dispitously  he  lokcd  and  anawerde  1124 

whether  seistow  in  emesf  or  in  pley 

Nay  qaot>  Ardto  in  nraosf  in  good  fey 

God  belpe  me  so  me  lust*  ful  euele  pleye 

This  PiUamon  gan  knytte  his  browes  tweye  1128 

Hit"  nere  quod  he  to  the  no  gret  honour 

For  to  be  fals  ne  for  to  be  traytour 

To  me  that*  am  thy  cosyn  and  thy  bro^r 

l-8woro  ful  deepe  and  ech  of  va  to  ofor  1132 

That*  neuer  for  to  deyen  iu  ye  payne 

Til  Jiat*  deeth  departe  schal  ts  twayne 

Ney^er  of  ts  in  lande  to  hynder  other 

Se  in  non  other  cas  /  my  leeue  bro(>er  1136 

Buf  fou  sohuldest  trewly  forjier  me 

In  eueiy  caas  and  I  schal  former  f  e  / 

This  was  ))yn  othe  /  and  myn  eek<  certayn  V^fiS] 

I  wof  righf  wel  |)0U  darst/  if  nat  wi^iaayn  1140 

Thus  art*  ^on  of  my  connseil  ouf  of  doute 

CANT.  TALES. — HABL.  D 
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And  now  thou  woldeaf  Msly  ben  abonte 

To  loue  my  lady  whom  I  loue  and  serne 

And  enere  achal  vnto  myn  herte  sterns  1144 

Ko7  ccrt«s  fala  arcito  ^ou  scbal  not  so 

I  Iijued  hir  first  /  and  tolde  the  my  woo 

As  to  my  counsel]  /  and  to  brojier  ewom 

To  fortheie  me  as  I  haue  told  bifom  1 1 4R 

For  which  thou  art  I-hounden  as  a  kniglit 

To  heipe  me/  if  if  lay  in  pi  migfit/ 

Or  eUea  arP  f  on  fals  I  dar  wet  Bayn 

This  Arcite  ful  proudly  spat  agayn  1 152 

Thou  Bchall^  qn(>)>  he  be  rather  Mb  ^n  I 

Buf  |)ou  art*  fals  /  I  telle  [to  Tttitly 

For  paramour  I  loiied  hir  firsf  pen  flow 

what*  wolf  poM  sayn  thou  wost*  if  nol^  jit  now  1166 

wbe^er  sche  be  it  woifiman  or  goddease 

Thyn  is  affeccioun  of*  holynesaa 

And  myn  ia  loue  aa  of  a  creature 

For  which  I  tolde  fe  myn  aduenture  1160 

As  to  my  cosyn  /  and  my  brojier  ewom 

I  poae  faf  fou  louedesf  hire  biforn 

wosf  )iou  naf  wel  the  olde  ulerkea  saw 

Thaf  who  achal  jeue  a  loner  eny  lawe  1164 

loue  is  a  grettere  lawe  by  my  pan 

Then  may  be  jcue  /  to  eny  erfly  man 

Therfore  poBityf"  lawe  and  such  decre 
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They  foiig&te  alday  and  jif  here  i>arf  was  noon 

Ther  com  a  kyto  vhil  ^f  fey  were  wio^ 

Thaf  bar  awey  the  boon  bitwise  hem  bo^  1 180 

And  fertoie  a,tf  the  kyngea  court*  my  bro^ 

£che  maa  for  himself'  )wf  la  non  other 

Loue  if  the  list*  for  I  loue  and  ay  achal 

And  sothly  leeue  brother  fia  ie  al  1184 

Eke  in  piM  prisoun  moote  we  endure 

And  euery  of"  ts  take  his  auenture 

Gtef  was  the  stryf  and  long"  bytwixe  horn  twoya 

JiP  ^f  I  hadde  leysir  for  to  seye  1188 

Bnf  to  the  eSecf  if  happed  on  a  day 

To  telle  it  jow  as  schortly  as  I  may 

A  wor)>y  Duk*  fraf  highte  Perotheus 

Tliaf  felaw  was  to  fie  dub  Tlicseus  1 192 

8yn  pilke  day  ^at  ^y  were  children  lyte 

Was  come  to  Athenea  his  felawe  to  visite 

And  for  to  pley  as  he  was  wont  t«  do 

For  in  fia  world  he  loued  noman  so  1 196 

And  he  loued  him  as  tendurly  agayn 

So  we]  )>ey  loued  as  olde  bookes  sayn 

Thaf  whan  oon  /  was  deed  so^ly  to  telle 

his  felawe  weute  and  sougBf  him  doun  in  helle  1 200 

Buf  of"  faf  story  lysP  me  nougbf  to  write 

Dok*  Perotheua  loued  wel  Arcito/ 

And  hadde  him  knowe  aP  Tliebes  joer  by  jeei 

And  fynally  af  requeate  and  prayer  1204 

Of*  Peratheus  withoute  any  raunsoun 

Duk*  Theseus  him  leet  out  of  prisoun 

Frely  to  go  wher  him  lost*  ouer  al 

In  sach  a  gyse  aa  I  jou  telle  schal  1 208 

This  waa  the  forward  playnly  to  endit« 

Bitwixe  Theseus  and  him  Arcite 

Thaf  if  so  were  ^f  Arcite  were  fonnde 

Euere  in  his  lyf  by  daye  nigtif  or  stonnde  1212 

In  eny  contre  of  Jiia  Theseus 
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And  h«  were  cangbf  it  was  acorded  thns 

Xhaf  with  a  swerd  be  Bcholde  leae  his  lieed         v*fn] 

Ther  nas  noon  o^  remedy  ne  leed  1216 

Baf  took*  his  leeue  and  homward  he  him  speddo 

Lete  him  be  war  Ms  nekke  li^  to  wedde 

HOw  giaV  a  sorwe  saffre^  now  Arcite 
I'he  de^  he  fele))  ^rug&  his  herte  smyte  1220 

He  weepeth  weyleth  cryeth  pitonsly 
To  slen  himself  he  wayte^  pryoylf 
lie  seyde  alias  fn  day  ^f  I  was  horn 

Now  is  my  prisoun  weisa  ^an  was  bifom  1224 

Now  is  me  schape  eternally  to  dwells 
Nougbf  in  purgatorie  buf  in  belle 
Alias  ^e,t}  euer  knewe  I  Ferolhens 

For  elles  had  I  dweld  with  Theseus  122S 

I'fetered  in  bis  prisoun  for  enere  moo 
Than  had  I  ben  in  blis  and  naf  in  woo 
Oonly  ^  sight*  of<  bir  whom  f>af  I  serue 
Jlougb  ^af  I  hir  grace  may  naf  desenie  1333 

woid  han  sufficed  rigfif  ynougH  for  me 
0  dere  Cosyn  Falamon  qutKl  he 
t>yn  is  fie  victoire  of  fis  auenture 

Ful  blisfully  in  prisoun  to  endure  1236 

In  prisoun  nay  certea  buf  in  paradys 
wel  hath  fortune  y-torned  fe  dys 
Thaf  ha[)  pe  sighf  of  hir  and  I  the  absence 


ORouF  A.    §  S.    kniobt's  tale.    Harleian  7331    37 

Far  wel  my  lyf  and  al  my  lolyaesBe 

Alias  vihy  playnen  tdlk  so  in  comune 
OP  pnrueance  of*  god  or  of'  fortune  1252 

Thaf  jeneth  him  ful  oft«  in  many  a  gyse      [imri'.tHtl 
wel  better  ^an  ^ei  can  hemself*  deuyse 

SOm  man  desire])  for  to  hatie  ricbeese 
That  cause  is  of  his  morthre/  oi  gref  seeknesse     1 256 
And  aom  man  volde  out*  of  his  piiaoun  fayn 
ThaC  in  hia  houa  ia  of  hb  mayne  sLiyn 
Infinite  harmes  ben  in  )iia  mateere 

we  wote  neuere  what  ^ng"  we  preyen  Ueere  1260 

we  faren  as  he  ))af  dionke  is  as  a  mows 
A  dronke  man  wot  wel  he  ha))  an  hous 
But  he  not*  naf  which  [le  righto  wey  is  fiider 
And  to  a  dronke  man  fe  wey  is  slider  1264 

And  certes  in  fis  world  bo  faren  we 
we  seeken  faste  after  felicite 
Buf  we  gon  wrong*  ful  ofte  trewely 
Thus  may  we  seyen  alle  and  namely  I  1268 

Thaf  wende  haue  had  a  gret  opinioun 
That*  jif*  I  mighte  skape  fro  prisoun 
Than  had  I  be  in  ioye  and  pnrfyf  hele 
Ther  now  I  am  exiled  fro  my  wele  /  1272 

Syn  faf  1  may  not*  se  jow  Emelye 
I  nam  but  deed  thei  nys  no  remedye 

Vppon  f  af  of  er  syde  Palomon 
whan  he  wiste  fat  arcite  waa  agoon  1276 

Such  sorwe  make))  faf  fe  grete  tour 
Beaowneth  of  his  grete  jollyng*  and  clamour 
The  pure  feteres  ot  bis  schynes  grete 
weran  of  hia  bitter  salte  teroa  wete  1280 

Alias  quod  he  arcita  coeyn  myn 
Of  al  oure  etrif  god  woot*  Jw  fruyt  is  fin 
Thow  walkesf  now  in  Thebes  at  fi  large/ 
And  of  my  woo  fou  jeuesf  litel  diarge/  1284 

Thou  maist^'  seen  fou  hasf  wysdom  and  manheda 
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Assemble  al  po  folk*  of<  oure  kynrcdc 

And  mako  a  wene  eo  echarpe  in  f\%  Cite 

That*  by  som  auenture  or  by  som  tret«  1 268 

JMu  mayst/  hire  wynue  to  lady  and  to  wyf 

For  whom  faP  I  moaf  nedes  leese  my  lyP 

For  as  by  wey  of"  posaibilite  ['i^J"! 

Syn  Jou  art  at?  }i  large  of  prisowD  free  1292 

And  art?  a  lord  gret  is  Jnn  auantage 

More  ^an  is  myn  fa,*  sterue  here  in  a  kage 

For  I  moot  weepe  and  veyle  whil  I  lyue 

with  al  ^e  woo  ^at  prisoun  may  me  ;yuc  1296 

And  eek*  with  peyne  faf  loue  rae  jeue^  also 

And  double^  al  my  peyne  and  al  my  wo 

Ther  with  )»  fuyr  oP  lelouaye  Tpsterte 

wi))iDne  his  breaf  and  bent  biio  by  f>e  hcrte  1300 

So  wodly  /  fiaf  lit  was  he  to  by-bolde 

The  box  tree  ot  fe  asachen  deed  and  col  do 

Tho  seyde  he  0  goddea  cruel  ))at  gotienie 

This  worliJ  with  byndyng"  &  wiji  word  eterne  1304 

And  writen  in  )>6  table  of"  Athamaunte 

Joure  p'li-lement  and  ^oure  eterne  graunto 

what  is  manlcynde  more  to  jow  holde 

Than  is  a  schecp  f'at  rouke^  in  f>e  foldu  1308 

For  stayn  is  man  right'  as  ano)>er  be^te 

And  dwellefi  eek*  in  prisoun  and  arrcstc 

And  haf>  sckncsse  and  greet*  aduersile 
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wi^outeu  doute  it  may  Blonde  so 

The  answer  of  )iU  I  lete  to  diulnis 

But^  wel  I  woof  ^af  in  ^is  world  gret  pyne  is  1324 

Alias  I  se  a  serpent  or  a  )>eof 

Thaif  many  a  trewe  man  bafi  doou  mescheef 

Gon  off  hia  large  and  wher  him  lust/  may  tnme 

But  I  moste  be  in  prisoun  ^urgK  Batame  1326 

And  eeb  ^rugh  luno  lalous  and  eke  wood      (i*(ru,>«*] 

Thaf  haji  destmyed  wel  neyh  al  f  e  blood 

Ot  Thebes  wi^  his  waste  wallea  wyde  / 

And  venus  slee)  me  on  ^at  o|)er  syje  /  1332 

For  lelousye  and  fere  of  Mm  Arcyte 

NOw  wol  I  fltynte  of*  Palamon  a  lite 
And  lete  him  stille  in  his  priaoun  dwelle 
And  of>  arcita  for  >aii  wol  I  telle  1336 

The  eomer  passe^  and  pe  nightea  longe 
Enciescen  double  wise  the  peynes  stronge 
Bothe  of  )>G  lovei  and  ^e  prisoner 

I  nooP  which  hath  fe  wofoUere  cheer  1340 

For  schortly  for  to  sey  ftis  Palomon 
Perpetuelly  is  dampned  in  prisoon 
In  cheyues  and  in  feteres  to  be  deed 

And  Arcite  is  exiled  vpon  his  heed  1344 

For  eueremo  as  out*  oP  Jiat  centre 
Ne  neueio  mo  echal  he  hie  lady  see 
Now  louyerea  /  axe  I  fiia  qneation 

who  ha^  ))e  worse  Arcite  oi  Palomon,  1348 

That  on  may  se  his  lady  day  by  day 
But  in  prisoun  he  moot  dwelle  alway 
That  o^er  may  wher  him  lust  lyde  or  go 
But  seen  his  lady  echal  he  neuei  mo  13R2 

Now  deemeth  as  }ou  luste  je  ^at  can 
For  I  wol  telle  for]i  as  I  bigan 
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Wh&n  fe,t  arcite  to  Thebes  come  was 
Fill  ofto  a  day  be  awelde  and  seyde  alu 
For  seen  bis  lady  schal  he  ueuer  mo 
And  scbortly  to  concluden  el  his  wo 
So  moche  sorwe  had  ueuer  creature 
That  is  or  scbal  wbil  faV  ]ie  world  wol  dare 
bis  sleep  Ids  mete  his  drynk*  is  him  by-raff 
That  lene  be  wexe  /  and  drye  as  eny  schaft/ 
his  ejen  holwe  /  grisly  to  biholde 
his  bewB  falwe  and  pale  as  asscben  colde 
And  solitary  ho  was  and  euer  alone 
And  dwellyng*  al  fie  nighf  making  his  mocme 
And  if  ho  berde  song*  or  Instrument/  [« 

Then  wolde  he  wepe  be  mig&te  noughts  be  stent 
So  feble  were  his  spitites  and  bo  lowe 
And  chaunged  so  faf  no  man  coujw  knowe 
his  speche  nu^er  his  vois  ^ough  men  it  herde 
And  in  his  gir  for  al  Jie  world  he  ferde 
Xoughf  oonly  lyke  ^  louera  maladye 
Of  hercos  but  ra^r  lilc  manye 
Engeudrad  of  humour  malencolyk* 
Byfome  in  his  selle  fautastyk* 
And  scbortly  turned  was  al  vp  so  doun 
Botbe  abyf  and  eelc  disposicioun 
Of"  him  {lis  woful  louere  daun  arcite 
what*  Bchulde  I  alway  of  bis  wo  endit« 
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Anayed  was  ^  god  as  he  took/  keepe 

As  he  was  wlian  p&V  Argons  took<  his  sleep 

And  seyde  to  athenes  schalf  ^oq  wende 

Tlier  is  fe  achapen  of  fj  wo  an  ende  1392 

And  with  ^at^  woid  arcite  wook*  and  sterte 

Kow  trewel;  how  soie  ^at  me  smerte 

Quod  he  to  athenes  rijt'  now  wol  I  fare 

Xe  for )«  drode  of  deth  echal  I  not  spare  139fi 

To  see  my  lady  )nf  I  loue  and  serae 

In  hire  presence  I  lecche  nat  to  sterue  / 

And  with  ^V  word  he  caught*  a  gret  mytour 

And  saugh  fatf  chaunged  was  al  bis  colour  1400 

And  saugh  his  visage  was  in  ano]ier  kynge 

And  rig&f  anoon  it  ran  him  into  myrnle 

Thaf  ae^^en  his  face  was  so  disfigured 

Of*  maladie  the  which  he  ha^  endured  1401 

he  mighto  wel  if*  fat  he  bar  him  lows  iitafititiuii] 

lyne  in  athenes  euercmore  vnknowe 

And  see  his  lady  wel  neih  day  by  day 

And  tigSf  anon  be  cbaunged  bis  aiay  1408 

And  clo^d  him  as  a  pore  laborer 

And  al  alone  sane  oonly  a  squyer 

Thaf  knew  his  prynyte  and  al  his  cas 

which  was  disgysed  pourely  as  he  was  1412 

To  adienes  is  he  go  )>e  nexte  nay 

And  to  )>e  court  /  he  went  vpon  a  day 

And  aif  )w  jate  he  profred  his  seruyse 

To  dmgge  and  diawe  what  so  men  wolde  deoyse         1416 

And  scbortly  on  yia      matier  for  to  seyn 

he  fel  in  office  with  a  Chambirleyn 

The  which  thaf  dwellyng"  was  with  Emelye 

For  he  was  wys  and  couthe  sone  aspye  1430 

Of  eaery  seruaorit  which  )>at  eerued  here 

wel  coa^  be  hewe  woode  and  water  beie  / 

For  he  was  jonge  and  mighty  for  ^e  nones 

And  Jierto  he  was  long<  and  hygge  of  bones  1424 
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To  doon  ^at  eny  wiglif  can  him  deajaa 

A  ]eer  or  tvo  he  was  in  ^is  eerutse 

Page  of  ^  chamhre  of  Emelya  pt  brigbf 

Aod  PhiloBtrate  be  seide  {laf  he  higBt'  1428 

But  half  ao  wel  byloued  a  mao  aa  be 

Ke  waa  ]ier  neuer  in  coart;  of  bis  degree 

be  was  so  gentil  of  hla  cootlicioun 

Thaf  ))orub  ouf  al  fw  courf  waa  bis  renoiin  1433 

They  aeyde  yaif  if  were  a  cbarite 

That  Thcsoiu  would  enbatuifien  bia  degree 

And  putten  bim  in  vorachipful  seroyse 

Iher  as  he  might*  his  vertu  exceisiae  1436 

And  )ius  wijiinne  a  while  bia  name  apronge 

Bo)ie  of  his  dedea  and  of  goode  tonge 

That  Theseus  ha))  taken  bim  ao  neer 

That  of  bis  Chambre  he  made  bim  eqnyer  1440 

And  }af  him  gold  to  m&yntene  bis  degree 

And  eek*  men  brought  him  ouf  of  bis  countre 

From  jeer  to  )er  ful  pryuyly  bia  rente  liitfm 

Bnt  honestly  and  sicigbly  be  it  spent«  1444 

That  no  man  wondred  how  ^f  be  it  hadde 

And  Jire  jeer  in  fia  wise  bis  lyf  he  ladde 

And  bar  him  so  in  pees  and  aelc  in  weire 

Ther  nas  no  man  ])af  Theseus  ha))  so  dene  1448 

And  in  fis  blisse  lete  I  now  Aicite 

And  speke  1  wole  of  Paloroon  nlyte 
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Tkerfote  I  passe  as  lightly  aa  I  may 

hit  f el  )iat  in  ]>e  aanen^  jeer    in  May 

The  ^ridde  nigKt'  as  olde  bookeB  seyn 

That  al  Jiis  atorie  toUen  more  pleyn  1464 

were  il^  by  anentoie  or  dasl^is 

Aa  whan  a  ping'  is  schapen  it  Bchal  bo 

That  soone  aftni  )n  mydnyght  Palaraoun 

By  helpyng*  of*  a  freead  brat  his  priaoun  1468 

And  fleeth  \ei  cite  fasf  as  he  may  goo 

Foi  he  bad  jine  diinbe  hia  gayler  soo 

Of  a  clarre  maad  ot  certeyn  wyn 

with  nercotykea  and  opya  oP  Thebee  fyn  Mil 

That  al  ^t  nigfif  )iough  ))at  men  woUe  him  schake 

The  gayler  sleep  he  mighte  noujt/  awake 

And  pus  he  flee))  as  tast<  as  euer  be  may 

The  night*  was  schorf  and  fast^  by  )ie  day  1476 

Tbaf  needes  cosf  he  moste  himeeluen  byde 

And  til  a  groue  ther  faste  besyde 

with  dredful  foof  ^an  staUce))  Palomoict 

Fot  BcboTtly  pis  /  was  bis  opynyoun  1480 

Thaf  in  fiaf  gtoue  be  wolde  him  hyde  ol  day        [mrm.hatk'i 

And  in  Jra  nights  pen  wolde  be  fake  liia  way 

To  Thebesward  his  frendes  for  to  prcye 

On  TbeseoB  to  helpe  him  to  weneyo  /  1481 

And  ataortelich  or  he  wolde  leae  his  lyP 

Or  wynnon  Emelye  vnto  bis  wyP 

This  ie  JwSect*  of'  his  entente  playn. 

Xow  wol  I  tome  mto  Arcite  ^ayn.  1488 

Thaf  lltel  wiate  how  nyh  paf  was  his  care 

Til  paf  fortune  ha))  broughf  him  in  the  snare 

The  busy  larke  measager  of  May 
Saluep  in  hire  song<  pe  morwe  gray  1492 

And  fyry  Phebus  rj-sefi  vp  so  bright^ 
Thai  pe  orient  laughoti  of- )«  ligfif 
And  wi|)  hia  stremee  dryep  in  )ie  grcues 
The  stluer  diopes  hongyng'  in  pe  lecucs  1496 
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And  arcite  faf  is  in  fe  court"  ryal 

Willi  TheseuB  his  Squyer  prindpal 

Is  risen  and  loketh  on  )«  meiy  day 

And  for  to  doon  hia  obseruanca  to  May  ISOO 

Eemembrjng'  of"  Jie  poynt  oP  his  desire 

he  on  his  courser  Bt«rtyng<  as  ]w  fire 

Is  riden  in  to  feeldes  bim  to  pleye 

Out  oP  Jw  court"  were  it  a  myle  or  tweyo  1504 

And  to  pe  grone  of  which  )>at"  I  ^ow  tolde 

By  anentnre  his  wey  he  gan  to  holdo 

To  make  him  a  garland  of  ^  gteues 

were  it"  of  woodewynde  or  haw^m  lenes  1508 

And  lowde  he  song"  ^ena  ^  sonne  scheeno 

May  wif  al  fyn  floures  and  fy  greene 

welcome  be  Jvon  wel  faira  freissche  may 

In  hope  ^f  I  som  grene  gete  may  IMS 

And  fro  his  couiser  wif  a  lusty  herto 

Into  ))e  groue  fill  lustily  he  sterte 

And  in  a  paths  he  romed  vp  and  doun 

Ther  by  auenture  fia  Palamoun  1516 

was  in  a  busclie  ^t<  no  man  mighf  him  see 

Ful  Bore  afered  of  hia  def  was  he 

Ko  fing"  ne  knew  he  fat"  it  was  Arcite  Utftij 

God  wot  he  wolde  bane  trowed  it  ful  lite  1520 

Buf  Bof  is  aeyde  goon  ful  many  jeres 

That"  feld  haj»  eyen  and  J»  woode  haf  eeres 
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Mow  vp  now  doun  as  boket  in  a  welle 

Sigbf  as  fe  friday  sofly  for  to  telle  / 

Now  it  schynofi  now  if  reynef  faste 

Bighf  so  gan  gery  venus  ouercaste  153C 

The  hertes  of>  hire  folk'  righf  as  liir  diiy 

la  grisful  lighf  80  chaungef  hiro  amy 

Selde  ia  pe  fryday  al  )e  wyke  I-Iika 

vhan  fiat*  aivite  hadde  songe  he  gan  to  siko  1 540 

And  sette  hhn  doun  wi^nut«ti  eny  more 

Alas  qHod  he  |)at<  day  f^af  I  was  bore 

how  longe  luno  thiirgh  ))y  cruel  te 

Aviltow  werreyen  Tbebes  )«  Citee  1514 

Alias  I-hrought"  ia  to  confusio^in 

Tlie  blood  royal  oP  Cadine  and  Amphiown 

OP  Cadynua  /  )«  which  waa  |ie  fursf  man 

Thaf  Thebes  biJde  or  first  fe  toun  bygan  1548 

And  of*  ^at  Cite  firsf  waa  crowneil  kyng* 

Of  Ilia  lynage  /  am  I  and  his  ofspring< 

By  venay  line  and  of  his  stole  ryal 

And  now  I  am  ao  caytyf"  and  so  [iral  1552 

That*  he  paf  is  my  mortal  enemy 

I  seme  him  as  hia  sqayer  pourely 

And  jef  doth  luno  me  wel  more  schame 

For  I  dar  nought  byknowe  myn  owne  name  1556 

But'  ^r  as  I  was  wont  to  bote  arcite  :r«t^ii.  tent] 

Now  hoote  I  Philostnite  noujt  worth  a  myte 

Alias  |)0U  felle  mara  allaa  luno 

'Jbua  ba^  joure  Ire  owre  lynage  fordo  15G0 

Saue  oonly  me  and  wrecchid  Falomoun 

That'  Theseus  martyre^  in  piisoun 

And  oner  al  thia  to  alee  me  Ttterly 

Loue  haf  hia  fyry  dart  so  brennyngly  1564 

]  stykid  ^rugh  my  trewe  careful  herte 

lliaf  schapen  waa  my  deth  erst*  )an  my  acherte 

3e  alen  me  with  joure  eyhen  Emelye 

3e  ben  fe  cause  wherfore  fat  I  dye  1568 
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Of<  al  )ie  remenant^  of  al  aya  o^et  cnre 

Ne  sette  I  nou^f  )»  moantaunce  ot"  a  tare 

So  (ntf  I  couJk  do  ougbf  to  jouie  pleasamice 

And  with  ^f  word  ha  f«l  doun  in  a  tcaimce  1573 

A  loDge  tyme  and  aftirward  rpBterte 

This  Palamon  ftat  [loujte  jMitgh  his  herte 

he  fell^  a  cold  awcrd  sodeynliche  gljde 

For  Ire  he  quook/  he  nolde  no  lenger  abyde  1576 

And  whan  )iat  he  hajt  hetd  arcites  tale 

As  he  were  wood  wi)>  face  deed  and  pale 

he  sterte  him  rp  onf  ot"  ^e  bnssches  ^ikke 

And  seyd  arcyte  /  fiilse  traitottt  wikke/  1580 

Now  arf  (k>u  hent/  faf  lo\iesf  my  lady  so. 

For  whom  )>af  I  haue  al  ^ia  peyne  and  wo. 

And  art*  my  blood  and  to  my  counseil  ewom 

And  I  ful  ofte  hane  toM  po  heere  byfom  1581 

And  hasp  by-Iaped  here  fe  duke  Theseua 

And  falely  channged  hasf  fy  name  jma 

I  wol  be  deed  or  elles  pon  Bchalf  dye 

)}ou  schalf  nof  loue  my  lady  Emelye  1688 

Buf  1  wil  loue  hire  oonly  and  nomo 

For  I  am  Palnmon  fiy  mortal  fo 

And  ^ougfi  ))af  I  no  wcpen  haue  in  ^ia  place 

Bnt  out  oP  prisouu  am  y-st^rf  by  grace  1592 

I  drede  nof  f af  ojier  fou  schalt  dye 

Or  Jiou  ne  BchalP  nof  loue  Emelye 
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which  fa,if  )>oa  seysf  I  haue  maad  to  ^ 

For  venay  fool  /  JwdIc  faf  loue  is  fre 

And  I  wol  loae  hire  mawgre  al  ^j  mig&f 

Butr  for  ]h>u  arf  s  gentil  parfijf  knigttf  160S 

And  wenesf  to  dereyne  hire  by  batayle 

haue  heere  my  troufw  to  morwe  I  nyl  not  faylo 

wi^outen  wityng"  of  eny  oJ»er  wigfif 

Thaf  heer  I  wol  be  foanden  as  a  knlj^hl?  1613 

And  bryngen  hameys  right*  I-nougK  for  )>e 

And  chee  >e  best^  and  lefi  ^e  woraf  for  me 

And  mete  and  drynke/  fiis  oigUtf  wil  I  hryi^ 

Inoiigb  for  f»  and  clop  for  fj  beddyng  1616 

And  if  so  be  Jmf  poa  niy  lady  wjnne 

And  ale  me  in  Jtis  wood  pat/  I  am  Inne 

Thou  m&isf  wel  haue  pj  lady  as  for  me 

This  Falomon  answercp  I  graimt*  it  )ie  1620 

And  pua  pej  bea  departed  til  a  morwe 

whan  ecb  of<  hem  had  leyd  his  feith  to  borwe 

OCupide  /  ouV  of  al  charite 
0  regne  ^aP  wolf  no  felaw  haue  with  pe  1624 

Ful^of)  is  seyde  /  paf  loue  ne  lonlschipe 
wol  not*  his  ponkes  haue  no  felaschipe 
wel  fynden  paf  arcite  and  Palamoiin 
Arcite  is  riden  anon  to  )ie  touu)  1626 

And  on  Jra  morwe  or  it  were  day  lighf 
FdI  priuely  two  barneys  ha^  he  dight 
Bojw  sufficaunf  and  mete  to  darreyne 
The  batayl  in  pe  feeld  betnix  hom  tweyne  1G33 

And  on  his  here  alone  as  he  was  bora  cttvn.toitj 

he  caryed  al  pis  hameys  him  byforn 
And  in  pe  groae  af  tyme  and  place  I-sette 
This  arcite  and  pis  Falamon  ben  mette  1636 

Tho  chaui^;en  gan  here  colour  in  here  face 
Highf  as  pe  honterju  in  pe  regne  of  Trace 
Thaf  stondep  in  pe  gappe  with  a  spere 
whan  honted  is  Jie  lyocn  or  pe  bere  1610 
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And  iionf  him  /  comyngi  in  }m  gienea 

And  bieke^  hof%  ^  bowea  and  fa  leues 

And  Jienke)  here  come))  my  mortal  enemy 

wi|K)Qlfl  faile  h.e  mot  be  deed  or  I  1641 

For  ey^t  I  mof  slen  him  af  ]>e  gappe 

Or  he  moot  elee  me  if  it^  me  myahappe 

So  ferden  fey  in  chftnngyTig<  of  here  hew 

AS  fer  as  eyjwr  of  hem  o^i  knew  1618 

Ther  nas  no  good  day  ne  no  ealnyiig< 
Buf  atreyf  wijiouten  wonles  reherayng' 
Euery  of  hem  helpeji  to  armen  o^ 
Ab  frendly  as  ho  were  his  owan  bTo)ier  1662 

And  fanne  wif  /  here  scharpe  speres  stronge 
Tboy  foyneden  ech  at  o)ier  longe 
Tbo  it  semed  ^af  ^lb  Falomon 

In  hia  fightyng*  were  a  wood  lyoun  16fi6 

And  OS  a  cruel  tygre  wan  arcite 
And  as  wilde  boorea  gonne  jiey  amyte 
That*  firo^en  whit«  aa  fome  ttofe  wood 
Tp  to  fn  ancio  Jiey  faugtif  in  here  blood  1660 

And  in  ^is  wise  I  lete  hem  tijtyng*  veUe 
And  toifere  I  wol  of  Theseus  telle 

The  destyne  mynistre  general 
lliaf  excused  in  fe  world  ouei  al  1G64 

The  puTuoans  paV  god  ha^  seye  byforn 
So  strong*  it  is  )iat  )iey  fe  world  had  sworn 
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Tb&t  be  n^B  clad  nd  red;  for  ki  ryde 

irith  boat/  Bud  horn  &nd  honndes  him  bjride 

For  in  his  honing*  iiMf  he  sach  delyt 

ThaV ia  his  ioje  and  bia  appetjt  1680 

To  been  bim  self*  ^  grete  bertes  bine 

For  after  may  be  serae^  now  Dyane 

Cleei  waa  pe  day  as  I  baus  told  or  fiM 
And  TbesetiB  with  alle  loye  and  blys  168i 

vitb  bia  ypoUta  ^  fayn  qoeene 
And  Emelye  clo^  al  in  greene 
On  hontyngi  be  ^y  riden  rjally 

And  to  ^  groue  yaV  atood  ^r  faale  by  IMS 

In  wLich  )ier  was  an  h«rf  a«  men  bim  told* 
Dot  TheseoB  ^e  streyte  wey  ba^  bulde 
And  to  fe  launde  he  rydc^  him  fnl  rigliV 
There  was  ^  heit?  y-woiif  Ui  liuiie  bU  fligUt  1492 

And  oner  a  broolc  and  an  forf)  in  bis  wcya 
This  dale  wol  haue  of*  bim  a  coiira  or  twey* 
wi^  boundea  which  as  bim  liuV  to  comannde 
And  whan  ^is  Dulc"  waa  come  in  to  ^  launda  ISdf 

vnder  |m  sonne  be  Utktp  right?  anon 
he  waa  war  of  arciie  and  Palomon 
Thatf  fonghten  breeme  aa  it  wen  biv^rea  tuo 
The  brighl«  averdes  weat«  to  ami  fro  1 7tA 

Bo  hidoualy  }at  with  )e  Ie*t«  fitror*k< 
It'  seemejr  aa  it  wolde  fxlle  an  'Jok 
Bnf  what?  ^  were  tio^iniC  ;if  h«  woot 
Thia  duk<  wi^  aporea  /  bis  Miinwr  hn  nmom  t70i 

And  at'  a  aterf  ha  waa  bitwix  ham  twit* 
And  pullid  ont  a  awetd  and  criile  h/xt 
Nomore  vp  peyna  /  of<  iMoynij'  o^  joitr  haad 
Bj  mighty  mara  anon  ba  aclntl  Iw  ilnwl  ITON 

That<  imyte^  any  strouk'  {wf  I  may  SMin       Um/m,  »»A\ 
Baf  telle^  me  whaf  mnstir  mim  )n  tNwn 
Thatf  ben  ao  hardy  for  to  Aght«n  hnnra 
vi^nt«  lagge  or  o}m  ofBeara  If]' 

CART.  TALH. — tUKT  m 
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As  it  weie  in  a  lyste  really 

This  Palamon  answerde  hastily 

And  seyde  aire  ^hat  nede))  wordes  mo 

we  han  Jie  def  deeerued  bofe  tuo  1716 

Tuo  woful  nrecchea  been  we  and  kaytyues 

Thal^  ben  encombrcd  of  oure  owne  lyues 

And  as  )>ou  arf  a  rightful  lord  and  luge 

Ne  ^ene  vs  ney^er  mercy  ne  refuge/  1720 

But  sle  me  iiist^  for  seynte  Charite 

Buf  sle  my  fclaw  eek<  as  wel  as  me 

Or  sle  bim  firsf  for  Jiough  foa  knowe  hifti  lyt« 

This  is  ;iy  mortal  fo  Jiis  is  arcit«  1724 

Jjaf  fro  f y  lond  is  banyscht/  on  hia  beed 

For  which  he  lia)<  I-spnicd  to  be  deed 

For  |)is  is  be  fiat^  come  to  ^i  gate 

And  seyde  )>af  /  he  highte  Philostrate  1738 

Thus  ha^  be  laped  ^e  many  a  ycr 

And  fou  basf  maad  of  him  fy  cheef"  squyer 

And  ^is  is  be  fat*  loueth  Emelye 

For  si)i  )ie  day  is  come  fiat  I  schal  dye  1733 

I  make  pleynly  ray  confeasioun 

PaV  I  am  /  ^o  woful  Palamoun 

Thaf  haf  fi  piiaoun  broke  wikkedly 

I  am  ^y  mortal  foo  and  it  am  I  1736 

Thaf  louff  so  hnote  /  Eraely  fe  brigfip 

That?  I  wol  dye  present  iu  hire  a; 
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Oan  for  to  wepe  and  so  dede  Emetje 

And  alle  ^  ladies  in  companye 

Great'  pite  was  it  as  if  ^oughf  hem  alia 

Ibtit  euen  Bach  a  chaunce  echulde  falls  1702 

For  geuti!  men  ^i  were  and  of  gret  estate 

And  nofing"  but  for  loue  waa  fis  debate 

And  saw  here  bloody  woundes  wyde  and  sore 

And  sSU  }ej  ctyde  lesse  and  Jte  more  1 756 

Hsne  mercy  lord  vpon  va  womraen  alle 

And  on  here  bare  knees  anoou  Jiey  falle 

And  wolde  haae  kissed  his  bare  feet  right  as  he  stood 

Till  site  laste  aslaked  was  his  mood  1760 

For  pite  reniic^  sono  in  gentil  beTt« 

And  ^ough  he  for  Ire  qttok'  and  st«rte 

he  haf  it  al  considered  in  a  clause 

The  trespas  of*  hem  bojw  and  hero  cause  1764 

And  al-)iougfi  his  Ire  here  gylf  accused 

Jef  he  in  his  resoun  hem  bofe  excused 

And  )ius  he  ^ught^  f&t/  enery  waaer  man 

vol  help  himself*  in  loue  if<  fat  lie  can  1768 

And  eek*  delyuer  himselP  out  oP  prisoun 

And  eek*  in  his  hert/  had  compassinun) 

OP  wowmen  for  fey  wepen  euer  in  oon 

And  in  his  gentil  herf  he  |)oiigTit  nnoon  1772 

And  Bofly  he  to  himself*  seyde  fy. 

vpon  a  lord  faf  wol  baue  no  mercy 

But*  be  a  lyonn  bofe  in  word  in  dede 

To  hem  (laf  ben  in  repentaiince  and  drede  1776 

As  wel  as  to  a  prond  dispitious  man 

That'  wol  maynteyne  ^t  he  first  bigan 

Tbaf  lord  hs]i  litel  of<  discreciotm 

Thaf  in  such  caas  can  no  dinisioun  1780 

Buf  wayte^  pride  and  liumbleneese  aft«r  oon 

And  Bchortly  whan  his  Ire  is  ouer  gon 

He  gan  to  loke  on  hem  with  eyen  blake  and  light* 

And  spak*  ^ese  same  wordes  al  in  higllt  1781 
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The  gotl  ofi  lone  a  benedicite  [i^u,  *«k] 

how  might;  &nd  how  gnt  a  lord  is  he 

AgnyiiB  his  might  ^r  gayoeth  non  obstacle 

He  may  be  deped  a  god  of*  his  miiade  1 768 

For  he  can  maken  at  his  owen  gyae 

Of  eueij  herto  /  as  him  lusf  deuyse 

Lo  her  is  arcite  and  Falomon 

That  qaytely  /  were  out  of  my  prisoun  1792 

And  mighf  haue  lyned  in  Thebes  lyally 

And  witen  I  am  here  mortal  enemy 

And  ^af  here  de]i  lith  in  my  might  also 

And  3of  hap  lone  maogre  here  eyjen  tuo  1796 

I-brought  hem  hider  boJ>e  for  to  dye 

Novr  lokep  is  nat  paff  an  heih  folye 

who  may  be  a  fole  if  pat  he  lone 

Byhoide  for  goddea  Jiap  sittep  aboue  1800 

Se  how  pey  blede  be  j)ey  nought*  wel  arrayed 

Thiu  hiif>  here  lord  fe  god  of  loue  hem  payed 

here  wages  and  here  fees  for  here  Beroiae 

And  jef  wenen  they  to  ben  wise  /  1801 

Tliaf  seruen  loue  for  oogKf  pat  may  bifalle 

But*  pis  is  jettc  /  )ie  beste  game  of  alle 

Thaf  sche  for  whom  ))ey  haue  pis  leloasye 

^  Can  hem  perfore  as  moche  pank*  as  me  1808 

Sche  woof  no  more  of  al  pis  hoote  fare 

By  god  pan  wot>  a  Cuckow  or  an  hare 
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And  )e  achullen  bo(ie  anon  vnto  me  awers 

TbaV  neaer  ]e  schullen  my  corowne  den 

Ife  moke  wem  on  me  aight^  no  day  t'M/'B] 

But  be  my  freendes  all«  ^t  }e  may  1824 

I  jou  forjeue  pis  trespaa  euery  dels 

And  ^y  him  awore  hia  axyng"  eaery  dele 

And  him  of  loidschip  and  of  mercy  prayde 

And  he  hem  grtionted  mercy  and  )ius  he  aayde  lt)2S 

TO  speke  of  real  lynage  and  riches 
Thongb  ^V  ache  were  a  qae«B  or  a  piyncea 
lib  of  ytir  hofe  b  worjiy  dontelea 

To  wedde  when  tyme  ia  but  navies  1833 

I  epeke  as  for  my  auster  Emelye 
For  whom  je  haao  )na  etrjrf  and  lelousye 
^e  woof  jouio  aelf  ache  may  nof  wedde  two 
Al'  oones  Jwugh  }e  faug&ten  euci  mo  1836 

ThaP  oon  of  jow  or  be  him  loth  or  leef 
ho  may  go  pypen  in  an  luy  leef 
This  is  to  say  eche  may  nougKf  haue  bo))e 
Al  be  ;e  nener  so  Idous  ne  so  lo)re  1840 

For-Jiy  I  pnf  jon  bothe  in  |iis  degre 
Thaf  ilk>  of  jon  schal  bane  hia  destyne 
As  him  is  schape  /  and  herken  in  what*  wyse 
IiO  here  jour  ends  of  |iat  I  schal  deuyse  1844 

My  wil  is  }iiB,  for  playn  conclnsioun 
wipouton  eny  repplicocioun 
If  pab  ]oa  liketh  tat  if  for  }e  best 

Thaf  euery  of  )ou  schal  go  whcr  him  l6«f  1648 

Frely  wi^ten  raauBoun  or  dauiigecr 
And  fia  day  fyfty  wykes  fer  nc  neer 
Enench  of  jou  schal  biyng<  an  hundred  kiiightea 
Armed  for  lystea  vp  at  olle  rigBtos     '  IM'i 

Al  ledy  to  derayoe  hir  by  batayle 
And  Jnia  bybote  I  jou  wi^uten  fiiyle 
vpon  ray  trouthe  and  aa  I  am  a  knight 
Thaf  whepir  of  jow  bo|m  ^t  hap  mighf  ISitCi 
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This  U  to  seyn  thaf  whc^ir  he  or  ^u 

May  yrip  Lis  hundred  as  I  Bpak*  of'  now 

Sle  his  contrary  or  ouP  of*  lyatea  dryua 

Him  Bchal  I  jeue  Emelye  to  wyns  1800 

To  whom  ^t  fortune  ;eue))  so  fail  a  grace    [>«/».  »j<«i 

The  lyste  schal  I  make  in  pis  pbce 

And  god  BO  wisly  on  my  sowle  rewa 

Ab  I  bchal  cnen  inge  ben  and  trewe  1S64 

]e  schul  non  o|)ir  ende  wiji  me  make 

Thaf  oon  of  jow  schal  be  deed  or  take 

And  if'  jou  ^inke^  f  is  ia  wel  I-sayde 

Say  joure  ovya  aod  lioldef  jow  a-payde  1868 

This  is  joui«  ende  and  joure  condusiouu 

who  loke^  lightly  now  buf  Folamoua 

who  spryngef  vp  for  ioye  but  arcite 

who  cou^o  telle  or  who  cou)«  endite  1872 

The  ioyc  ^at  is  made  in  Jiis  place 

whan  Tlieseus  ba)i  don  so  fair  a  grace 

£ut  doivD  on  knees  wcnte  eueiy  wight 

And  |)anked  hiin  with  al  here  hertes  might  1876 

And  namely  ^o  thebanes  ofte  si^e 

Ajid  )ius  wi)i  good  bope  and  hert«  bli|)e 

They  taken  here  leue  and  bom-ward  fey  ryde 

To  Thebes  /  wij.  olde  wolles  wyde  1880 

[ 
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Fal  of>  d^re'^  be^Ef  of  sixty  paaa 
Thal^  whan  a  man  was  set  in  o  degre 
ha  letted  nougfif  Ma  felaw  for  to  se  1893 

EBtwaid  f  er  stood  a  gate  of  marbiU  whit 
westward  such  anojier  in  opposit/ 
And  schortly  to  conclude  Buoh  a  place 
was  non  in  er^e  in  so  litel  sjiace  189$ 

In  al  )ie  lond  ^er  nas  no  craftys  man 
That  geometry  or  aismetrike  con 
Ne  purtreyoui  ne  keruer  oP  ycn^es  Ck^mI 

That*  Theseus  ue  jaf  hem  mete  and  wages  1900 

The  theatre  for  to  maken  and  deuyee 
And  for  to  don  his  right*  and  sacriUse 
he  Estwaid  hafi  vpon  pe  gate  aboiie 

In  worschtp  of  venns  goddes  of-  loue  1904 

Don  make  an  auter  and  an  oroloiy 
Ajid  westward  in  fe  mynde  and  in  memory 
Of*  nutra  he  ha^  I-roaked  such  an  o)>er 
That  coete  largely  of-  gold  n  fojier  1908 

And  northward  in  a  lont  on  )io  walle 
Of*  alabaster  wbif  and  rticd  conille 
An  oratory  riche  for  to  see 

In  worschip  of  Dyane  goddes  of*  chastite  1912 

hath  Theseus  I-wrougUf  in  noble  wise 
Buf  jit/  had  I  forgeten  to  deuysc  / 
The  nobil  keiuyng*  and  po  purtretnrcs 
The  achap  Jte  contynaunce  ot  fe  figures  1916 

That*  weren  in  )>e  Oratorios  )>re 

Furaf  in  ^e  temple  of  venus  )ion  may  se 
wioughf  in  )ie  wal  ful  pitoua  to  bybolde 
Thn  broken  slopes  and  fe  sykee  colde  1920 

The  sacred  teeres  and  )>«  waymentyng* 
The  fnyry  strokes  and  Jw  deairyng* 
That*  loues  servannt)  in  )>is  lyf  endnren 
The  othes  JmV  by  her  couenaut]  aaauron  1924 

Plosance  and  hope  desyi  fool- hardy nessa 
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Beaats  and  jau^  baudeij  and  richetse 

Charmea  and  sorcety  lesjngee  and  flatery 

Dispense  biuynes  and  lelouay  1928 

Thaf  wernd  of*  jolo  guides  a  garlaad 

And  a  cukkow  sittyng<  on  hire  hand 

Feetes  inslxumentj  carols  and  daunces 

Lust*  and  array  and  al  Jw  ciicumstaunces  /  IdSS 

Of  loue  which  I  rekned  and  leken  schal 

£ch  by  o^  /  were  peynted  on  }a  wal 

And  mo  ^an  I  /  can  make  of  mendoun 

For  sothly  al  fe  mount  of*  Setheroun  1936 

Ther  Venna  hath  hir  principal  dvellyng*       [(M^Mt  ***kl 

was  schevred  on  )«  wal  here  portrayngi 

yriy  alle  }ie  Gardyn  and  al  fe  Instynes 

Jfougbc  was  forjeto  ]ie  porter  jrdelnes  ISIO 

Ne  Xoicisus  ]>e  fajr  of  jore  ^on 

Ke  jef  Jie  foly  of  kyng*  Salomon 

Ke  eelc  )ie  Htreng)n  /  of  him  hercnles 

Thenchauntement)  of  Medea  and  Cerces  1944 

He  of  tumus  of  which  fe  hard  fnyry  corage 

The  riche  Cresna  caytif  in  Berui^ 

Thns  may  we  see  |)at^  wisdom  and  richea 

Beanto  ne  aleighti'  streng^  ne  hardynes  1918 

Ne  may  wi)i  venna  holde  champartye 

For  as  sche  lusf  fe  world  |iaTi  may  ache  gye 

lo  al  f  is  folk"  I-caughf  were  in  hire  trace 


Bifon  ksrifand  Idr  ff»e  CvpUo 

YpoB  loi  adnlEim  wen  wjm^e»  two  1964 

AmlUjm^htwmmiPmahat 

A  Uiwii  he  Iw  mmd  arwn  hir  tmd 

'^mr hy  mAmid  I uan^ m  wd  tdk )o« dU 

Tf     Ik  tmlnitMe fulf  w» TpoB  )«  walk  19M 

ir^  m  )e  to^le  0^  Hj^btj  am  ^  nede 
Al  p^vtod  was  ^  ^il  im  kag^  «id  bned« 
loke  to  )«  Estns  0^  ^  l^irif  jdiee 
llMtf  li^ltt^  ^  gralf  tca^  0^  ann  » law  1972^ 

In  ftp  eolde  aad  in  faP  ivuttj  n^jmm 
Ther  a  nms  ha^  his  aoaeRTn  atfMmm 
Fiist^  on  ]w  wal  wa  pejnUd  *  frmifU  t/CMrfrj 

In  which  fa  dw^kd  n^jther  num  ne  l/esU  /  11^4 

wi^  knotty  knarrj  barejrn  tUM*  old^ 
Of*  stabbes  scharpe  and  hi/lotui  to  \ty\uf\^ 
In  which  ^  nn  a  wjrmbol  in  •  wwonifik 
Ab  W  were  a  stonne  sehnld  \miAf  tityery  Sttmjfii  l^U^I 

And  downward  on  an  hil  rnd^r  a  \n(^  / 
Ther  stood  ft  tempnl  of*  niare|  anu/f^X^wt  / 
wxoogbt^  al  of  honied  steel  <^  wbl4i  |M4«e 
wa  long*  and  strejf^  and  ipistly  6^  to  see  1V#4 

And  ^  oat/  eame  a  m^^  of  soebe  af/rfse 
Thaf^  it^  maad  al  ft  gites  for  to  ria 
The  norftn  ligbt^  in  «i^  )pe  dore  sebon 
For  wjndow  on  ^  walk  wa  f*gi  ru^m  liSBH 

Thomgb  ft  which  men  migllt^  no  ligftt  dkeeme 
The  dora  wer  alk.  ademaont)  eteme 
I-ckncbed  oner  thward  and  endeloog/ 
with  lien  toagh  /  and  for  to  make  If^  strong*  1992 

Eneij  piler  ft  tempol  to  snsteene 
wa  tonne  greet  of  Iren  bright  and  ahene 
Ther  angh  I  forBf^  ft  derk*  ymaginjng* 
Of  felony  and  al  the  compassyng*  1996 

The  omel  Ire  a  reed  a  eny  gleede 
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The  pike-pura  and  eck'  fic  pale  draJe 

The  Bmyler  wif)  ^  knyf*  voder  his  clok« 

The  echipne  brennjng<  with  |ie  blake  smoke  2000 

The  tieaoun  op  fe  inur|>eryng'  in  fe  bed 

The  open  werres  wif  woundea  al  bibled 

kiitttid  with  bloody  kiiyf*  and  scharp  manace 

Al  ful  of  chirkyng'  was  fat  scry  place  2004 

The  sleer  of  himself'  }ct  saug&  I  pen 

here  hert«  blood  ha,p  bafied  al  his  here 

The  nayl  y-dryue  in  )w  schode  a-nyglit 

The  coldc  de(i  with  monf  gapyng"  vprigbt  2008 

A-myddes  of'  fio  tempul  set/  meschaunce 

yrip  sory  comfort*  and  enel  contynaunce 

I  eaugh  woundes  laughyngi  in  here  rage 

The  hunf  strangled  with  wilde  bores  conge  2012 

[ 


no  gap  in  the  ifS.] 

The  sowe  freten  pe  child  rigbt  in  ^  cradel    Vtvti.tik^ 
The  cook"  I-skalded  for  al  his  longe  ladel  2020 

Noughf  be))  forgeten  pe  iiifortune  ofi  mart 
The  carter  ouer-ryden  wif  his  carf 
Tnder  fe  whel  ful  bwa  he  lay  a  doun 
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^tf  wa*  bera  dtth  ■lepejnU'l  ^r  tvf  >:;i 

By  manasjug'  of  nuic)  ti^hr  br  d^'jre 

So  was  it  ichewed  righf  in  ^  paKr>;:ui«  2036 

A»  U  depejmted  in  items  ahosi 

who  Mhal  be  alavn  or  e'.les  d-^  for  loue 

Suffice^  oaa  emample  in  >b>ries  cM-^ 

[A  break  of  .Mi  Uut  in  ih-.  MS.^ 

The  stitne  oP  man  rpon  a  cure  ?:(.>! 
Anued  and  Joked  crym  as  he  wtre  wood 
All]  ooer  hid  he«d  ^r  schrno^  two  tij^rus 
W  steruM  ^at  been  clepv>i  in  scri(-:'jre«  2u41 

That  oon  paeUa  far  c-yxx  I;-:!.:G3 
Thia  go-l  of  annea  was  ar,)ve>J  fas 
A  woU^  fer  Pt.>-I  bvfom  hi:j  d:  I.u  f::.-t 
vi^  eyen  re«d  xuX  of  a  nun  he  i-t  'J04t) 

m^  aotyl  pencel  Jept- jTitt.-l  was  fl'  slorie 
In  RdoDtjmg*  of  mai3  and  of  Mm,  glorie 

NOw  to  J«  temjle  of  I>yane  f<;  ch^li! 
As  schortly  as  I  can  I  wol  mo  luut'i  20J'J 

To  telle  joa  al  )>e  dei-criiKiouii) 
Depeynted  ben  fe  walles  vp  ami  doun 
Of  huntyng*  and  of  schamefasf  chastite 
Ther  sangh  I  how  woful  C'alystope  /  205'j 

whan  fat  Dyanc  wa?  agrcueil  with  here  '.<•»}»: 

wae  torned  from  a  womman  to  a  here 
And  after  was  Bche  moad  fe  loodo-stcrro 
Thus  was  it  peynted  I  can  say  no  fcrro  2060 

hire  son  is  eek*  af^ir  as  men  may  sco 
Ther  sawj  I  dyane  turned  in  til  a  tree 
I  mcQO  nou;f  fo  goddcs  Dyane 

Butf  Feneae  doubter  /  fe  whiche  hight  dane  2U64 

Ther  saugfi  I  atheon  an  herf  I-maked 
For  vengance  ))af  he  Bangb  Dyane  al  naked 
I  Bangfi  how  fat  his  houndes  ban  him  cauglif 
And  freten  him  for  faf  fey  know  him  naught  206^ 

Jif  I-pcyntcd  was  a  litcl  forfer  more 
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hov  atthaUnnce  hiuityd  fe  wilde  bore 

And  Molyagra  /  uid  many  anoJ>er  mo 

For  vhicli  Djone  wrongBf^  him  care  and  yroo  3072 

Tber  eaugb  I  eek<  many  ano^r  stoi; 

The  which  me  lisf  nof  drawe  in  to  memoiy 

This  goddess  sou  /  an  herf  fal  hy  he  saet 

with  emale  boundee  at  hire  feet  2076 

And  vndern^e  hir  feet*  ache  had  fo  moone 

«exyng<  it  was  aud  scbulde  wane  soona 

In  gaude  groene  hire  statne  clo^  waa 

wi)i  bowe  in  hands  and  arwea  in  a  caa  3080 

hir  eyjen  caste  sche  ful  lowe  adoim 

Ther  Pluto  bap  hia  derke  regioun 

A  womman  tiauailyng*  was  hire  bifom 

But  for  hire  chUd  so  longe  was  vnbom  3084 

Ful  pitously  lucyna  gan  she  calle 

And  aeyde  help  /  for  jwn  mayat  beef  of  alle  / 

wel  con)>e  he  peynte  lyfly  fiat  it  wroi^t 

wi^  many  a  fioren  he  pe  hewes  bought^  2088 

Now  been  Jiiae  liatea  maad  and  Theseus  / 

Thaf  at  his  grete  cosf  arayed  ))ua 

The  temples  and  Jw  Theatres  enery  del 

whan  if  was  don  iV  liked  him  righf  wel  3093 

Buf  etynf  I  wil  of-  Theaeua  a  lite 

And  apeke  of  Falomon  and  of  Arcite 

"IHe  day  upprochef  of  her  attoumyng"     [(co/tB,  »ar-jt] 
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For  evaif  wigfatf  ^f  looe^  chjnulry 

And  wold  hit  >uikea  hane  t,  pBSS&nt  nuna 

be  pnyed  ^V  ha  mighf  be  of  ^t  guna  2108 

A  wel  wu  him  >ftt  ^arto  clioMn  vu 

For  if  ^  felle  to  moiwe  sach  a  cau 

I  knoTB  wel  |»t<  eiiery  Insty  luught/ 

JbttV  lone^  paramoara  and  hath  hia  miglit'  3 1 1 3 

were  it  in  Engelond  or  elles  when  / 

Tbey  wold  here  ^ankcs  wilne  to  be  Jnra 

To  fight  for  /  ■  ladjr  benodicito 

IV  were  a  liuty  sighte  for  to  see  2U6 

And  tight!  go  ferden  foy  with  Pulomon 

wi^  him  }tK  wente  knjghtes  many  ooid 

Some  wol  ben  armed  in  an  haburgoun 

In  a  InigHt  bresf  plat  and  a  gypoun  3120 

And  urn  wold  faaue  a  peyre  plates  Urge 

And  Bom  wold  haue  a  prys  scbeld  or  a  toige 

6om  wol  been  armed  on  here  It^es  weel 

And  haiM  an  az  and  eek*  a  mace  of<  steel  S1S4 

Ther  nya  no  newe  gyse  f^V  if  nas  old 

Armed  were  fey  as  I  haue  told 

Euerich  after  hU  owen  opinioxn 

Ther  maiatow  ee  comyng*  trip  Fnlomoun  2 1 3R 

ligiuge  himaelf"  fe  grete  kyng*  of  Trace 
Blak>  was  his  berd  and  manly  was  his  face 
The  cetclea  of  /  his  eyon  in  his  heed 
They^loweden  bytwixe  jolw  and  reed  2133 

And  lik<  a  griffoun  loked  he  abonte  [t^M3 

with  kempe  herea  on  his  browca  8towt« 
his  lymes  greet  hia  hrawnes  haid  and  stronge 
his  Bchuldrea  brood  his  amies  rounde  and  lung«  213S 

And  as  fe  gyse  was  in  his  contre 
Fill  heyo  vpon  a  chare  of  gold  stood  he 
wi^  foure  whits  boles  In  a  tnya 

In  stede  of  cote  armour  in  his  hamays  SllO 

wi^  naytes  ^olwe  and  bright  an  eny  gold 
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he  had  a  bere  skju  cole-bkk'  for  old 

hia  lauge  heer  y-kemp(^  hyhynd  his  bak* 

As  eny  lauen  fether  it  Bchon  for  blak*  2 1  ii 

A  wrefo  gf-  gold  arm-greP  and  huge  ot  wigKt/ 

Vpon  his  heed  set"  ful  oP  stoones  bright 

OP  fyne  rubeus  aud  of  fjrn  ilyamaun^ 

Aboute  his  chare  went«  nith  white  alauntj  2148 

Twenty  and  mo  as  gre'e  as  eny  stera 

To  hunt  at'  ^  lyoun  or  at  ^  bere 

And  folwed  him  with  mosel  fast*  I-bonn'le 

Colerd  of*  gold  and  torcttj  fyled  rounds  2152 

An  hundred  lordes  had  ho  in  his  route 

Armed  ful  wel  wif  hertea  atem  and  etonte 

With  arcita  in  stories  ss  men  fynde 
The  grct  Emelreua  fe  kyng"  of  ynde  2156 

Vppon  a  stecde  bay  trapped  in  steel 
Conered  wjf  clof  and  of'  gold  dyapred  wel 
Cam  rydyng"  lyk"  /  ^e  god  of  aimes  man 
his  coote  armour  was  of'  a  clo^  of  Tan  2160 

Cowched  of  pcrlya  whyto  round  aud  grete 
hia  sadil  was  of  breud  gold  newe  bete 
A  mantelet  vpon  his  sclmldre  hangyng 
Bret-ful  of  liubies  reed  and  fir  sparclyng  2161 

Ilia  erispe  her  lik"  rynges  was  I-ronne 
And  fiaf?  waa  jnlwe  and  gliteryng'  aa  fe  aonne 
his  nose  was  heigh  his  eyen  were  cytryne 
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G3                   ^H 

All  Egla  tame  as  eiiy  lylio  whjtf 

^1 

An  hundred  lordes  hnd  he  with  him  Jier 

^H 

Al  arnied  sauf  here  hedes  in  hero  ger 

2180                   ^H 

Ful  riehely  in  alle  maner  fingea 

^^^^H 

For  trustajp  wol  fat  dukea  Fries  kyngea 

^^^^^1 

were  gndred  in  fis  noble  companye 

^^^^^1 

For  loue  and  for  encres  oP  Chiunlrye  / 

2184         ^ 

AlMute  fe  kyng-  per  ran  on  euery  [lart 

Ful  many  a  tame  lyoun  and  loparf 

And  in  pk  wise  }\a  lordes  alle  and  soma 

Been  on  the  sonJay  to  fe  cite  kome 

21fi8 

Alioute  prime  and  in  fe  toun  aligTit^ 

This  Theseua  fiis  dulc  fiis  worjiy  kniglif 

whan  ho  had  brought"  hem  in  to  ^ia  cite 

Aud  ynned  hem  euerich  af  his  degre 

3192 

he  featefi  hem  and  dof  ao  grat  labour 

To  esen  hem  and  do  hem  al  honour 

That  jif  men  wene  paV  no  mannea  vyt/ 

Of*  non  eataf  Jiaf  cowde  araenden.  it/ 

3196 

The  mynstmlcyu  fte  seruyce  at  f  b  feata 

The  grete  jiftea  to  fe  niosf  and  leste 

The  riche  aray  ot  Thobea  his  paleya 

Ne  who  Siif  Href  no  last*  vpon  fa  deya 

2200 

what  ladiea  fnyr<-sf  ben  or  beaf  dBuiiByngi 

Or  which  of-  hem  can  dauuee  beat*  or  aynt^* 

Ke  who  niosf  fcljngly  apekcf  oP  lone 

L             whaf  haukea  sitten  on  }>e  i>erche  nbouo 

J 

1             what"  houndea  lyeu  in  fa  floor  nnlnun 

^1 

1             Of  al  f  is  make  I  now  no  mencioiin 

^H 

1             niif  of  feffocf  fiif  f  inkefp  nic  fe  'beste  / 

^H 

W             Now  comth  fe  poyul^  and  berkneth  if*  jou  Icste 

H 

Tlie  flonday  nigRf  or  day  higan  to  springe 

^M 

when  Palomon  fe  lirke  berde  synge 

^H 

Al  f  ough  if  were  nougSf  day  by  hourea  tiio 

^1 

)it  sang-  fe  krke  and  Palomon  also  / 

2313                    H 

with  holy  herta  and  with  nn  hoih  coraga 

J 
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He  Tocw  to  wenden  on  his  inlgijmags 

Ynto  ]m  bliaful  Cithern  benigne 

I  meae  Tenoi  bononUe  and  dlgns  3316 

And  in  heie  hour  he  walkeji  torf  a  paaa 

Yuto  fe  lystea  )>er  hir  temple  wu 

And  doon  he  knele)>  and  wi^  humble  cheer 

And  her  sore  and  seide  u  je  scbal  beer  3320 

rAireet<  0  fairest  /  O  lady  myn  Tenni 
Soughter  of  loue  and  eponse  to  Ylcantu 
Tbon  glader  of  ye  mount/  ofi  Citheroun 
For  fiilke  loue  fou  haddesf  to  adeoun  3334 

haue  pite  on  my  bitter  teeree  emerte 
And  tak*  myn  bnmble  prayer  to  ^in  herta 
Alias  I  ne  baue  no  langage  for  to  telle 
Theffectes  ne  fe  tormentj  ofi  myn  belle  3338 

Myn  berte  may  myn  harmes  nat  bewreye 
X  am  BO  coufus  ))at  I  may  not  eeye 
Eut  mercy  lady  bright  fat  knoweat  wel 
My  ^ughf  and  felesf  what  bann  ;>at  I  fel  33S3 

Consider  aX  f  is  and  rew  vpon  my  sore 
As  wisly  SB  I  schal  for  enermore  / 
Enforce  my  mighf  fi  trewe  ssruant  to  be 
And  hulde  verre  alday  «i)>  chastite  3336 

Tbal^  make  I  myn  avow  so  je  me  heipe 
I  kepe  nat  of  armes  for  to  jelpe 
N'e  nat<  I  aske  to  mom  to  baue  Tictorie 


loo*  vet*  »  a»  prar  i*  be::«*  aImk 
Thj  iM^Ae  nl  I  wcxlupe  (O^rmii 
Aad  «K  fat  aster  vImt  I  iti1«  >»  go 
I  vol  i|a  «Mn£(C  and  ^TTe»  bM*« 
And  if  ^  vol  Bar  m  bt  laJj  swwte 
Tfau  pn  J I  )« to  Bocw  vitL  a  q«« 
IWV  aicita  Me  fni^  Uw  Wtw  Iwn  /' 
IhuDe  i^ke  I  SM*  vlian  I  kau  loM-  mf  tyf 
TbcKi^  fat*  aicil«  kaae  hir  lo  hu  wyf 
Iliis  M  ^tfllMt  aad  «iil«  of  mr  jmywra 
3if  ne  mj  1ot«  niT  blkful  Udy  iImn 
wbrnn  thioiacan  was  doon  of  Fakunoit 
ia  lacnfie*  be  <I<de  and  ^t  anoort 
Fnl  pitdoslr  iriit)  alli'  cirvamsUuices 
Al  telle  I  OAtr  as  now  his  oWruancM 
Bat*  at*  ^  Uf>V  ^  statu  of  Tcnus  tK-hix^k' 
And  made  a  N^ne  irhorby  fat  he  to<,ik* 
Tbttf  his  pnTor  i»i.vepi*il  was  J»r  dajr 
For  fongb  ^  signe  scheno.1  a  doUy 
3«t^  wisf  he  wel  f^t  giuunioil  wis  his  boone 
Asd  wif  glad  faerto  he  wfDt*  hiiu  horn  ful  soone 
rilhe  ^rid  hour  in  et^uol  ftp  I\doiunn 
J.    Bigau  to  Venus  temple  for  t<i  goon 
Tp  roo8  fe  Bonnp  and  x-p  roos  Enielve 
And  to  ^  temple  of  Pian  gan  srhe  hj'« 
Hit  maydena  )mf  Bche  wi^  hir  fidn  Iitddo 
Ful  ndily  wi^  hem  p«  tyt  |)ey  hadtlo 
TbeOMns  /  fA  dofw  and  ^inoaaiit  al 
That  to  fe  saorifice  longoii  soIinI 
The  homes  ful  of  nteUi  m  is  ^  gyt*  / 
ThQi  laklc«^  noujf  to  do  here  Meriftso 
Smokyng*  ^  temple  ful  of  olo^w  fair* 
This  Emelye  wi^  herte  dobonnire 
Hir  bod;  weaach  wi^  wtir  of  a  well* 
Bat  how  sohe  dido  I  ne  dar  naf  li^lle 
BoV  it  be  eny  ^ing<  in  gen«rul 

OlMT.  TiLRB— nARI. 
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And  )ef  it  wer«  a  game  to  hen  it  al 

To  him  ^t  meneth  wel  it  wem  no  charge 

Bat  it  is  good  a  man  be  at  hia  large  3283 

hir  brighte  hor  was  kempt'  vntrassed  al 

A  Corone  of  a  grene  Ok*  ceiial 

Tpon  hir  heed  vae  aef  fol  fair  and  meets 

Too  fjrea  on  fe  anter  gan  Bcbe  beeto  .2292 

And  did  hir  )>ingee  as  men  may  biholde 

In  state  of  Thebes  and  ^  bokes  olde 

whan  kynled  was  fe  fyre  vip  pitoos  cheete  / 

Tnto  Df  an  sche  spat  as  jb  may  heere  2296 

O  chaste  goddes  of  )«  voodes  greene 
To  whom  bo^  beuen  and  er)>e  and  see  ia  soene 
Queen  of  ^  regne  of  pluto  derk^  and  Iowa 
Goddee  of  maydenes  ^f  tnyn  hert  has  knows  2300 

Ful  many  a  jeer  /  j«  woof  whaf  I  desire 
As  keep  me  fra  ^  vengans  of  ^ilki  yre 
Thaf  atheon  aboughte  trewely 

Chaste  goddesee  wel  woaf  foa  |iat  I  2304 

Desire  to  ben  a  mayden  al  my  lyf 
Se  neuer  wol  I  be  no  lone  ne  wyP 
I  am  }if  fou  wosf  of  )n  company 

A  mayden  and  loue  hontyng-  and  venery  2308 

And  for  to  wolken  in  fre  woodes  wylde 
And  nougfef  to  ben  a  wyf  and  be  with  cbylde 
Koujt'  wol  I  knowe  pe  company  of  man 
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And  i^  80  be  ^n  wol  do  mo  no  grace 

Or  if  m;  dee^ns  be  eohapid  so  iita/*i,^ait\ 

"DM  I  whsl  iieed«B  haue  on  of  hem  two  '2Z2i 

So  Mnd  me  him  ^  moet  desire^  mo 

ffih<dde  goddea  of  dene  cbastite 

Ths  bitter  teeree  faV  on  m;  choekes  falle 

9yn  ^u  aiV  mayde  and  keper  of  vs  alle  2328 

Mf  mKTdenhode  )kiu  kep«  and  wel  conscruo 

And  wbil  I  lyue  a  mityde  I  wil  >c  serac  / 

The  fyiee  bren  vpon  fe  auter  cleei 
whil  Emelye  was  in  hire  prcyer  33.1J 

BnV  sodeinly  scho  saugli  a  siglite  queyiif 
For  right*  anon  on  of  fe  fyrea  queynt 
And  quyked  agayn  and  after  faif  nnon 
That  o^r  fyr  was  queynt  and  al  a^oii  233G 

And  as  it  queynt  it  made  a  whiBtelyni;' 
As  dof  a  wete  brond  in  liis  brennynK* 
And  at"  fe  brondea  end  ouf  mn  anoon 
Ab  it  were  blooily  dropes  mnny  oon  2340 

For  which  so  soie  agasf  was  Kmelye 
Thaf  sche  wel  neih  mad  was  and  gan  Uy  erio 
For  Bcbo  ne  iriste  what"  it*  aigiiifyed 

BnP  oonely  for  feere  f»a  ache  cryed  2344 

And  weptfl  frat/  if  was  pile  to  heero 
And  fw-wif -al  Dyane  gan  appeere 
wi^  bow  in  bond  rights  oa  a  hunteresse 
And  seyd  a  dought«r  stynf  ^yn  heuynesse  2348 

Among*  pB  goddes  bye  if  is  afTcTmed 
And  by  eterne  word  write  &  conformed 
Tbon  Bchalf  be  wedded  vnto  oon  of  fo 
Thaf  bane  for  )n  so  mocbe  care  and  wo  23.'>2 

Bot^  vnto  which  of  hem  may  I  n»t  telle 
Far  wel  for  I  may  her  no  leuycr  dwelia 
The  fyies  which  )iaf  on  myn  aut«r  bren 
Scbuln  ))«  declare  oi  fiat  ^u  go  ben  S366 

Thyn  adncuture  of  loue  and  in  fis  ctuw 
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Ajid  wip  piif  wonl  fe  orwea  in  ^e  caas 

Of  |>e  goddesee  clatren  faste  and  lynge 

And  iorp  ache  went^  and  made  a  Tanyssohynge  2360 

For  which  thia  Emelye  aatoneyd  was  I'rvn] 

And  seide  wbat  amounted  ^is  alias 

I  put*  me  vnder  fj  pioteccioiin 

Dyaoe  and  in  ^i  dispoeicioun  2364 

And  hoom  sche  go^  anon  pe  nexte  way 

This  is  ^ffect/  per  nys  no  mot  to  say 

The  nexte  houre  of  man  folwynge  ^ 
Arcite  to  ^  temple  walkyd  is  /  2368 

To  fyiy  mare  to  doon  his  aacrifise  / 
with  al  )>e  rightea  of  his  payen  wise 
with  pitouB  herte  and  heih  deoocioun 
Right*  thus  to  mats  he  sayd  his  orisoun  2372 

O  stronge  god  Jiat  in  pe  leyues  cold 
Of  trace  honoured  and  lord  art  ^on  hold 
And  hasf  in  enery  regne  and  euery  land 
Of  armes  al  pe  bridel  in  ^y  hand  2376 

And  hem  fortunesf  as  ^e  lusf  deuyse 
Accept/  of  me  my  pitoos  sacrifise 
If  so  be  ^at'  my  jouthe  may  deseme 
Aikd  pnV  my  migBt  be  wor^i  to  des«nie  2380 

Thy  godhed  |)at/  I  may  be  on  of  ))ine 
Then  pray  I  fe  /  to  rewe  on  my  pyne 
For  fiilke  pcyne  and  ^at  hoote  fuyre 
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And  u  I  trowe  /  wi^  loue  offundid  most'  / 

ThaV  ener  was  eny  ly ocs  creature  / 

For  Mhe  ^t  doth  me  /  al  pis  wo  endure  2396 

ITe  nkke^  neuer  whe^r  I  synke  or  flet« 

And  wel  I  vootf  or  sclie  mo  mercy  heete 

I  moof  iri^  Btreng^  wyn  hit  in  ^  place      I'nrn,  tout 

And  we]  I  wot/  wi))outen  help  or  grace  2400 

Of  |)e  /  ns  may  my  strengthe  nougtlf  auayle 

Then  help  me  lord  to  morn  in  my  batayle 

Foi  ^ilke  fyi  that  whilom  brendo  ^e 

As  vel  M  fa  fin  now  brennep  me  2101 

And  do  to  mom  fntf  I  haue  fa  victorie 

Hyn  he  ]m  trauail  al  [liii  be  )»  glurie 

Ihy  sonerein  tempul  wol  I  most*  hououren 

Of  any  place  /  and  al  way  mosf  Inbourun  HvS 

Id  ^y  pleaaunce  /  and  fy  craftes  strong* 

And  in  fy  tempul  I  wol  my  baner  hong* 

And  bUb  )«  armes  of  my  companye 

And  enetmote  vnto  ^f  day  I  dye  2412 

Eteme  fyr  I  wol  liif'irc  pQ  fymle 

And  eek*  to  ))la  /  avow  I  wol  me  bynde 

My  held  mj-n  heer  paf  hangeth  longe  a  doun 

That'  nouer  jif  ne  fclf  offensiouii  24 IC 

Of  TSBout  ne  of  ecbere  I  wol  }e  jiae 

And  be  ^y  trewe  semaunt  whiles  I  lyiio 

lord  bane  row^  vppon  my  sorwea  sore 

jif  me  ^y  victorie  I  aske  no  more  2420 

Tlie  preyer  styiit/  of"  Aicita  fe  Htrango 
The  Tynges  on  ^e  tempul  dore  |ial<  hangu 
And  eek*  the  dores  clatcreden  ful  fast* 
Of  which  areito  sum  what*  was  agnsf  212 1 

The  fires  brenden  on  fa  auter  bright* 
Thai'  if  gan  al  ^  tompiil  for  to  liglit/ 
A  swote  smel  anon  fe  ground  vp  ^af 
And  arcita  anon  his  hand  vp  liaf  2126 

And  more  euuL'ns  in  to  ^  fyr  jot  caiit 
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with  o^r  rightes  and  ^u  atte  baP 

The  Btata  of*  mais  bigan  his  hauberk*  lyng* 

And  with  JmP  soon  /  he  herd  a  moimaryDg*  3133 

Ful'  lowe  and  dym  /  and  sayde  ^ia  victorie 

Fot  which  be  jaf  to  mars  bouoor  and  glorie 

And  ^ua  with  ioye  and  hope  wel  to  fare 

Arcite  saoon  /  vnto  his  Inne  is  fore  /  2436 

As  fayn  as  foul  is  of  )ie  brigbte  sonne  li^'W 

And  rigbf  anou  sucb  stryf*  is  bygonne 

For  Jat  granntyng"  in  fe  heuen  aboue 

Bitwix  venua  and  ^  goddes  of  loue  2440 

And  narcz  )ie  stenie  god  annypot«ntf 

Thaf  lupiter  was  busy  if  to  stent* 

Til  faV  pe  pale  Satumes  ))e  colde 

That  knew  so  ninny  of  auenturas  olde  3444 

I'ond  in  his  expcnens  an  art/ 

Thaf  be  ful  sone  ha^  pleeyd  euery  part* 

And  so)i  is  sayd  eelde  lia{)  gief  anantage 

In  eelde  is  bojie  wisdom  and  vsage  2448 

Sleii  may  fe  eelde  at<-ren  but  nat  al^rede 

Saturne  anon  to  stynte  stryf  and  drede 

Al  be  if  ^af  /  if  be  agayna  hia  kynde 

Of  al  fiis  stryf  he  can  remedy  fynde  3452 

My  deere  doujter  venue  quod  Satoume 

My  cours  Jtat  baf  so  wyde  for  to  toume 

ha^  mora  power  fian  woof  any  man 
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I  alowh  Sampsottn  in  schalcy Dg<  ]iq  piler 

And  myoe  bea  fa  maladies  colile 

The  derke  tteaoun  and  f»  castes  olde  2468 

Hjn  lokyng*  ia  fa  fadir  of^  pestileiu 

Sow  wepe  nomora  I  ochal  do  my  diligence 

That*  Palomon  fat  is  myn  owen  knig^f 

Sehal  haae  his  lady  as  f  au  him  bihigbt  347:2 

^v  marci  schal  kepe  his  knijt  jef  iieuor)ides 

Bitwixe  joa  fer  moot  som  tynia  bo  pees 

Jd'beja  aoujt  of^  oo  complexioun  iitnt,utkj 

Thftf  ilke  day  causep  such  diuisiotm  347t» 

Z  am  ^  ayel  redy  at*  fj  wills 

wepe  ^ou  no  more  I  wol  fii  lusf  fulfillo 

Now  wol  I  Btynf  of  fe  goddea  aboue 

Of  mars  and  of  venus  goddes  of  loue  24tiO 

And  telle  }ou  as  ploinly  as  I  can 

The  giete  effecte  foi  ^at  I  Ligon 

[ 

HO  gap  in  the  MS.] 

GEef  waa  fe  feef  in  Athenua  fat'  Jiiy 
And  eck^  faV  lusty  scsouii  of  )iil'  may  2484 

Made  euety  wijf  to  ben  in  such  pluaaunco  / 
That^  &1  the  monday  iouston  fey  and  daimce 
And  apQnde  hit  in  vonua  hoigh  seiuiBO  / 
Buf  by  )»  cause  fat  fey  echuhi  arise  HH 

Erly  a  morwe  lot  to  see  faf  iigbP 
Tnto  feir  reatf  wente  fey  af  nyghf 
And  on  fe  moTwe  whan  fc  day  gan  apryiig* 
Of  hore  and  homoya  noyee  and  clateryiig'  340:1 

Thet  waa  in  f  e  oostes  al  abouto 
And  to  fe  paleys  rood  fei  many  a  route 
Of  lordes  vpon  ateede  and  on/palfreys 
Ther  mayat*  fou  eae  deuysyng'  of  liemeys  2486 

So  vucowf  and  so  riche  wroughf  &  wel 
Of  goldsmitliry  of  bruwdyng<  and  of  steel 
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The  Bcheldes  biiglit  /  testers  and  trappnres 

Gold-beten  helmea  /  Lanberks  and  cat«  amiures  2500 

lordea  in  paiamentj  on  her  conneis 

koiglites  of  retenu  and  eek<  squyeis 

Baybyngi  ^  speres  and  helmcs  bokelyng* 

GiTd;iig<  of  schocldes  wi}  laynetes  lasyng*  250i 

Ther  as  need  ia  /  fey  were  nef ing*  ydel 

Ther  fomen  ahwdea  on  )>e  golden  bridel  i 

Gnawyng*  and  bste  /  annurera  also 

with  fyle  and  hamoi  prikyug*  to  and  fro  2506 

jemen  on  foote  /  and  knaues  many  oon 

wi)  scborte  staues  as  [likke  oa  fey  may  goon 

Fypes  trompea  nakeis  and  Clariaimee 

faf  in  f e  batail  blewe  bloody  sowuea  /  2512 

The  paleys  ful  of  pepul  vp  and  doon  Vm/uj 

heer  )>re  /  f  er  /  ten  /  haldyng*  her  qnestioim 

Dyuynyng*  of  J>is  Tbebans  knight«s  two 

Som  seyden  fus  /  som  seyd  it'  scbal  be  so  2616 

6oin  beelde  with  him  with  f  e  blake  herd 

Som  wif  fe  bollyd  som  wif  Jiikke  hered 

Som  sayd  he  loked  grym  as  be  wold  figfif 

he  haf  a  sparth  of  .xxV  ponnd  of  wight  3520 

Thus  was  }ie  halle  ful  of  deuynyng" 

Lang*  after  f af  fe  eonne  gan  to  spryng* 

The  gref  Theseus  /  f  af  of  bb  sleep  is  awaked 

with  menstralcy  and  noyse  f&V  was  maked  2524 
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And  wliaa  he  nvh  ^  pepul  of  nojee  ol  etillu 

Tho*  Khewed  he  fa  mighty  dnkes  wiUe  25 

ra  lord  haf  of  hla  hoih  disciecioua 
Considered  fiitf  it  were  destruccioua 
To  geatil  hlood  to  fighten  in  Jiis  wise 
Of  mortal  batail  now  in  Jiis  Empriae  ^a 

wen  for  to  schapen  ^f  fey  schnld  not^  dye 
he  wd  lua  finte  pnipoe  modifjre 
'So  maa  ^rtoie  Tp  peyne  of  loa  of<  lyf 
ITo  nuuier  ichof/  ne  poUax  ne  schorP  knyf  2b 

In  to  ^  lyttee  aende  or  ^ider  biTng' 
He  achorte  Bweid  for  to  etoke  fe  bytyng' 
2^0  men  ne  draws  ne  here  by  his  siilo  / 
He  soman  schal  to  his  felawo  ryde  2^ 

Bnt^  oon  conrs  with  a  eoharpo  spcro 
F^ne  if  him  Insf  on  footo  himself'  to  vrcro 
And  he  fatf  is  af  mesdiief'  Bclial  he  take  /    t''<VM,»ar»] 
And  nef  slayn  huf  be  broughf  to  ^c  staku  2£ 

Thet  schal  be  ordeyned  on  cy)ici  syde 
Bnt^  ^ider  he  suhsl  by  force  iind  )icr  abj'do  / 
And  if  ao  falle  a  cheuenten  bo  toko 
On  ey^  side  or  elles  elo  hia  make  /  2' 

Ko  lenger  schal  fo  tumeynge  loste 
God  epede  ;ou  gofi  for)i  and  k>y  on  faste 
yny  long<  sward  and  wi^  maco  fi}f  }Our  fiUo 
Oo)i  now  ]oar  way  ))ia  is  ^e  lordes  willo  2i 

The  voice  of  fie  poepul  touclii))  Iiotion 
So  lowde  cried  J>ei  with  mylde  stcuen 
God  eaue  such  a  lord  )iat  is  so  good 
he  wilne))  no  destniccioun  of  blood  2i 

Tp  go)>  f»  trompes  and  ))e  melodye 
And  to  ^e  lystaa  ryde  )>e  com  pony  e  / 
By  ordynaunce  Jiuigh  fe  cite  hirgo 
Hai^ng<  wi^  clo^  of  gold  and  not<  wi))  Surge  2. 

Ful  lilc  a  lord  )iis  nobul  Duk*  cam  ryde 
These  tuo  Thebans  on  oy)w  eiJc 
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And  after  rood  f>e  queen  and  Emelye 

And  after  hem  of*  ladjes  ano^  companfa  2573 

And  after  hem  of*  comnneB  after  here  d^re 

And  fns  Jwy  passeden  ^urglt  fnV  cite 

And  to  pa  lyetea  come  )ei  hy  tyme 

11^  nas  nof  of>  |)e  day  ;et<  folly  pryme  2576 

vhan  aette  was  Theseus  riche  and  bya 

ypolita  f  e  queen  and  Emelye 

And  o)iei  ladyea  in  here  degieea  aboute 

Tnto  ^e  settea  passe])  al  ^  route  2560 

And  westward  Jwrngh  fa  jatea  oP  mart? 

Arcite  and  eet  )ie  hundred  of  his  part 

with  baners  ys  I-entred  right?  asoon 

And  faV  selue  moment?  Falomon)  2584 

Is  Tnder  VenoB  Estward  in  fat/  place 

with  baner  whyf  and  hardy  cheer  oP  face 

IB^  al  fe  world  to  aeeke  vp  and  doun) 
So  euen  wi)ioate  Yariacioon  258S 

Ther  nere  suche  companyes  tweye  I'mftn 

For  ther  nas  noon  so  wys  f&V  cowfa  aeye 
That  any  had  of<  o))ei  auauntaga 

Of  worthiaes  ne  staat/  ne  of  visage  2693 

So  euene  were  )>ey  chosen  for  to  gesee 
And  in  two  Eengoa  faire  fey  hem  dieeae 
And  whan  he  names  I-rad  wei«  eti«rychoD 
That*  in  here  nomhre  gile  were  fer  noon  2696 
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Tp  ipmigeiL  iperae  on  twenty  foot  on  liiglit 

(Mr  goon  ^  swerdea  aa  fa  siluer  brighf  2608 

The  helmee  pet  to-hewen  tnd  to^ecluede 

Oaf  bmaf  fo  blood  wi|i  etoute  etremee  leede 

wiQi  mighty  macea  fie  hones  ]iBy  to-brest« 

ha  yaxgh  pa  fiik^eaf  of>  fo  ^ng<  gan  ^lette  2612 

Tbrn  Btomhlen  Hteedaa  BtroDg<  and  doun  can  falle  / 

he  tollad  vndei  foot*  oa  &op  a  balle 

he  f^nefi  on  hie  foot  vi^  his  tronchoun 

And  him  burtele|i  with  liia  hon  a  doun)  2616 

He  ^nrgb  )m  body  burf  is  and  ei^)ion  take 

Uangre  hia  heed  and  broujf  vnto  )«  stake  / 

As  forward  waa  rigbf  ^r  ho  most*  abyde  / 

Ano^T  lad  is  on  fAV  o))oi  Byde  2020 

And  Bom  tyme  dofi  Theseus  hem  to  rest* 

hem  to  le&eissche  and  drinke  if'  hem  le^f 

FqI  ofte  a^y  haue  ^is  Xbebfuiji  twoo 

Togider  y-mep  and  wrought*  hia  felaw  woo  2621 

TnhoTsed  ha^  ech  o^or  of  hem  twcye 

Ther  nas  no  Tygyr  in  fo  vale  of"  Oalgopleyo 

whan  faif  hir  whelp  is  stole  whau  it^  is  lit«   VnfM.bari] 

So  cmel  on  ^e  hunt/  as  is  arcito  26:^8 

For  lelous  herf  vpon  f  is  Paloraon 

Ne  in  Belmary  par  ia  no  fcl  ly oun 

That  bunted  is  or  for  hunger  wood 

Ne  of*  his  prey  doeire^  so  }o  blood  2632 

As  Palomon  to  slo  bis  foo  arcite 

This  lelons  strokes  on  here  holmes  byto 

Out*  renneji  blood  on  bo]ra  here  sides  ruode 

Som  ^me  an  endo  ^  is  on  euery  dede  2636 

For  er  fa  sonne  vnto  fe  reste  went 

The  Strang'  kyng*  Emetreus  gan  hent 

This  Palomon  as  he  faugtf  wi^  arcite 

And  his  swcrd  in  bis  lleissch  ho  did  byte  2640 

And  by  fo  force  of  .xxV  he  is  take 

Vnjoldon  and  I-drawo  vnto  fe  stake 
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And  in  Jie  Baecoiu  oP  ))u  Falomon 

Hie  stronge  kyng  ■  ligu^iu  U  bom  a  dotut  2611 

The  kyng'  Emetreua  for  al  his  streng^ 

In  bom  oaf  of  his  sadol  bis  Bwerdea  leng^ 

So  hif  him  palomon  er  be  were  take 

Bui^  al  for  nougllf  be  was  brongbt  to  )e  stake  /  2618 

hia  hardy  herte  might'  him  hetpe  nonjtf 

He  most*  abyde  whan  ^t'  he  wia  caogHt' 

By  force  and  eek"  by  compoaidotat 

who  sorwep  dot  buf  Palomoun  2663 

Thaf  moof  no  more  gon  agayn  to  fig^tf 

And  whan  }a3f  Tbeaeos  bad  Men  }ttf  agbif 

he  cryed  boo  /  nomore  for  it  is  doon 

Se  noon  achal  lenger  vnto  his  felaw  goon  2656 

I  wol  be  trewe  luge  and  nonjf  partye 

Aicyte  of<  Thebes  scbal  bane  Emelye 

Thaf  ha^  bj  hia  foitnne  hire  I-wonne 

Anoon  )ier  b  noyse  bygonne  '  2660 

For  ioye  of*  ]iis  so  lowdo  and  heye  witA  alio 

Hf  semed  ^af  pa  listes  wolde  falle 

what*  can  now  fayiv  Yenuc  doon  aboue 

what*  861^  sche  now  what*  do^  ^is  queen  of*  lotte  /        2664 

Buf  wepef  bd  for  wantyng"  ot  bir  wille  tto^rn] 

Til  fat"  hire  teeres  in  fa  lystes  fille 

Sche  sayde  I  am  aschamed  douteles 

Satournna  eeyde  doujt^  bold  )y  pees  2666 
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For  BUHMUHi  w  £:r  u  jp!S£  ^  ecci^=» 

iMf  folwv  tilt  ft  fantK:  cf  f:ng=i* 

And  wsa  alb  ili  t^>wc  tai  in  oLi  t^n 

0«*  of  ft  gpxifti  ft  frr  fnf*rajj  hot  *i 

From  Floo  jeod  xT  ft  R>i7ttT  of  fan:=.« 

For  vhich  hk  k-fs  f  >;  f>«r»  ^aa  :»  :;ira« 

And  Wp  •  ijJe  a&i  t-z-iaiiTd  ts  ht  litp 

And  or  fair  ttrjZK  ouf  t±k«  keep  -^ 

Iw  pi^  hint  on  ft  ^yrctl  of  ft  heed 

That*  la  ftV  place  he  Ut  u  he  wete  deeil 

hia  heaV  tobfoken  with  hi*  sadil  tove 

A]>  Mat  he  laj-  aa  enj  ccI  c-r  crowe  I'l; 

So  waa  fe  bkol  y-ignne  in  his  td« 

Anon  he  nt  y-fcom  nat  of  ft  pLi« 

with  bette  sore  to  Theaeus  palevs 

Tbo  waa  he  conitn  oat  of  hia  huan-^  ii 

And  in  a  bed  T-brou^&r  ful  f.ur  and  biytte 

For  ;it  he  was  in  memoir  and  on  lym- 

And  aliray  crjeng*  after  Emelyo 

Dnt  Theaena  and  al  hi."  com)Kinyt.'  !'• 

Is  comen  horn  to  Alhenes  hid  Cite 

with  al]«  blya  and  gref  solempnitf 

Al  be  it  ^t>  ^is  auenturr  was  tnUn  :.wm>u>41 

he  nolde  nonghf  diBcomfurf  hoiu  alio  ,'  ;.'T 

Ken  seyde  eek*  )iat>  arcita  scbuld  nought  ilro 

he  Bchal  be  helyd  o^  his  niHlndye 

And  of  ano^er  J>ing  fey  were  aa  fnyn 

That'  of  hem  alle  ftr  was  uouu  y-alayn  SI 

Al  were  ^y  sore  hurt'  and  namely  oon 

Thaf  wij)  a  apere  was  firled  hia  bn«t'  biwii) 

To  ofoT  woundea  and  to  brokru  aniiM 

Some  hadde  aalue  and  some  hndde  ulutnuM  ill 

Fennacyee  of  herbca  and  ook*  aaue 

They  dninken  for  fay  wolde  hero  lyiiea  luiue 
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For  wliicb  ]>is  noble  duk*  u  he  wel  cou 

Comforte^  and  honourafi  eaary  man  271S 

And  made  reuel  al  fa  lange  nighf 

Tnto  the  straunge  lordes  as  it  -wm  rigKf 

Xe  fer  was  holden  to  ^Momfjtptff 

Bat'  as  a  lustes  oi  aa  a  tormentyng*  2720 

Foe  Bo}ily  f6t  VM  no  diecomJitaie 

For  falling'  is  haV  an  aduentura 

Xo  to  be  lad  wi]>  fors  vnto  ^  stake 

Vnjolden  and  wi)i  twenty  knightea  take  2724 

A  person  allone  wi)K>ut«n  moo 

And  rent'  for))  by  arme  foot  and  too 

And  eek*  his  steede  diyuen  for))  wi^  stauea 

wif  foote  men  bo^e  jemen  and  knaoes  2728 

It'  was  aretted  him  no  vylonye 

Ke  no  maner  man  hehl  if  no  covardye 

FOr  nhich  Theseus  lowd  anon  leet  one 
To  stynten  al  rancour  and  al  ennye  3782 

The  gree  as  wel  on  o  eydo  as  on  o^r 
And  euery  side  lik'  as  o^cres  bro)ieT 
And  jot'  hem  jiftes  of t€r  here  dogie 
And  fully  heeld  a  feste  dayes  ^re  2736 

And  conueyed  ^e  knight«s  wor)iily 
Ouf  of"  his  toun  a  ioumee  largely 
And  hom  wenf  euery  man  )ie  righte  way 
Thet  was  no  more  but*  far  wel  haae  good  day  2740 
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Ns  ma;  ^  Tenym  voyde  ne  expello 

The  pypes  of  hu  lounges  gan  to  Bwelle  27C>3 

And  cueiy  lacerte  in  liis  breef  adoua 

Ii  achent?  with  vanTm  and  conupcioHn 

Him  K&7neJ>  no^r  for  to  get*  his  lyf> 

Vomyf  Tp-word  ne  dounward  laxatif  /  2756 

Al  is  to-broken  }iilke  regioun 

Katun  ha^  now  no  dominacioun 

And  certeynly  wher  nature  wil  nof  wircho 

Far  wel  phisik*  go  here  pe  man  to  chirche  2760 

This  at  and  som  fatf  arcyto  moste  dye 

For  which  be  sende))  after  Emelye 

And  Palomon  f&V  was  hb  coHjn  dcera 

Thaune  seyd  ho  Jius  as  je  scbul  after  becra  276i 

Naugbt*  may  fie  woful  spirit/  in  myn  berte 
Declare  a  poynf  of<  my  sorwes  smerte 
To  jon  my  lady  faV  I  loue  most* 

Bat*  I  byqQethe  )«  seruico  of-  my  gost  2768 

To  JOB  abonen  ciicry  creature 
Syn  faP  my  lyP  may  no  longpr  dure 
Alias  ^  woo  alias  ]/c  pcynes  strongs 

That*  I  for  jou  haue  sufTriHi  and  eo  longe  2773 

AlLis  fo  dep  alios  myn  £melye 
Alias  departyng*  of'  our  companyo 
Alias  myn  hertcs  queen  alias  my  wyf 
Myn  hertes  lady  ender  of  my  lyf  2776 

wbaf  is  f  is  world  what*  osken  men  to  haue 
Ifow  wi)>  his  louo  now  in  his  colde  graue 
AUone  wifouten  eny  companye  c^n,*"-*) 

Far  wcl  my  swete  far  wel  myn  Emelys  2780 

And  sofle  take  mc  in  ;our  aimcs  tweyo 
For  louc  of  god  and  herkne^  whaf  I  seye 
I  haae  hecr  with  my  cosyn  Palomon 

bad  Btryf*  and  rancour  many  a  day  I-gon  2784 

For  louo  of  )ow  and  eck*  for  lelousie  / 
And  lupitsr  so  wis  my  sowle  gje 
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To  speken  of  a  seruannt  propiely 

with  alle  ciicnmstauiices  trewely  3T6S 

Tliaf  is  to  sejn  trou^  honour  and  kni^thede 

wyadom  humblesse  tutaaf .  and  by  kynredo 

Fredam  and  al  ^t  longe^  to  }iat  art 

So  lupiter  haue  of*  my  sonle  parf  2792 

As  in  fiia  world  right  now  ne  know  I  non 

So  worthy  to  be  loned  as  Palomon) 

Thaf  senieth  jou  and  wol  do  al  his  lyf 

And  if<  )>af  je  echul  euer  be  a  wyP  2796 

Forjet  not  Palomon  Jiat  geatil  mai^ 

And  with  yaSf  word  his  speche  faile  gan 

For  fro  his  heite  yp  to  his  breet  was  come 

The  cold  of  de}  }aV  him  had  onetcome  2S00 

And  jef  more  ouer  in  his  armes  twoo 

Jm  vital  strong})  ia  lost  and  al  a-goo 

Only  the  intellect  wijwuten  more 

That  dwelled  in  his  heite  aif  and  sore  2804 

Gan  layle  whan  ^e  herte  felte  deth 

Duekyng"  his  eyjen  tivo  and  faylod  breth 

But  on  his  lady  jit  he  cast  his  ye 

his  laste  woid  was  mercy  Emelye  /  2808 

His  spiij't  chaunged  was  and  wente  ^ei 

As  I  cam  neuer  I  can  nat  tellen  wher 

Therefore  I  stynte  I  nam  no  dyuynistie  / 

Of  soules  fynde  I  not  in  f  is  registre  2812 
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vhss  fat  lien  hoaebonds  ben  from  hem  ago 

Thatf  for  fe  more  part  ^r  sorven  »>  3; 

Or  dlM  &llea  in  saeb  malaJve 

Iluttf  aUe  Imate  oerteynlf  |«v-  live 

IjttjnjV  been  f<e  conres  and  ^  teeies 

Of  «dde  folk*  ytff  ben  of  teiitlra  jeeres  -J; 

So  gntf  ft  Tepjngi  was  yei  noon  ccrtayn 

wbaa  Ectoi  vaa  I-brougbt  al  freUsb  I-elarn 

As  ^t^  ^  vas  for  def  ot-  fia  Thdian 

For  aonre  of*  bini  ^t  weepeji  bo]^  thUd  &nd  man       SJ 

At'  troya  alias  ^  pite  fAV  was  ^re 

Craccbyng"  of"  cheekes  renJvng'  ect  ft"  here 

wbjiroldist  /  ^a  be  deed  ^is  yfommen  ciye 

And  haddesf  gold  ynowj  and  F.mcire  2.' 

So  man  migbte  /  glade  Theseus  ' 

Sanjngi  his  olde  fader  Egeus  / 

Thatf  knew  f\a  worldes  tranEmut.-icioirn 

Aa  he  hadde  seen  it  tome  rp  and  doun  it 

Zojre  alter  woo  and  woo  aftir  gludnesse 

And  schewed  him  ensnnij'Ie  and  Hkenesse 

Right*  as  yet  devde  n<;ucr  mm  quod  he 
That"  he  ne  lyiied  in  erfe  in  eom  degree  2f 

Jif  fer  ne  lyuede  iicuer  man  he  seyde 
la  al  Jtis  world  faf  boui  tymo  he  nc  deyde 
This  world  nys  buf  a  ))iirghfare  fiU  of  woo 
And  we  ben  pilgrj-ma  passynfj"  to  and  Irco  2f 

De^  is  an  ende  of  euery  worldly  sore 
And  oaer  al  ))is  jit^  scidc  he  iiiochil  more 
To  fiB  effect  //  ful  wy«]y  to  enliorte 
The  peple  paV  schulde  him  recomforte  2i 

Duk*  Theseus  with  al  his  busy  nuro 
Casf  busyly  wlier  |iat  fe  sepulture 
Of  good  arcyte  may  bcHt-  y-iniikml  he  \i'-ij n*. *»i  i 

And  eek'  mosf  houurahle  in  his  degra  'it 

And  atte  lasf  he  took*  concliisioun 
Tbaf  tber  as  ficKf  Arcil«  an<l  Tnlomon 

OAKT.  TAI.KII.       BAIll..  U 
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haddea  foi  loue  ^  battul  bem  bytwene 

Thaf  in  the  aelne  groue  eoota  and  greene  2860 

Ther  as  he  hadde  his  amorous  desiree 

His  compleyDf  and  for  loue  his  hoote  fyies 

he  wolde  make  a  fyr  in  which  thoffice 

Funeral  he  might*  al  accomplice  2861 

And  leef  comaunde  anon  to  hakke  and  hewe  / 

The  Okes  olde  and  lay  hem  on  a  lewe 

In  culpouns  wel  arrayed  for  to  bienne 

hia  ofBcers  -wip  swifte  foot  ))ey  lenne  2666 

And  Tjde  anon  at  Lis  comaundement 

And  after  ^is  Theseus  liath  I-aent' 

After  a  beer  and  it  al  ouer  apradde 

vi^  do^  of  golde  )ie  richest  fatf  ha  hadde  2872 

And  of  )>e  same  eute  ho  clad  arcyte 

Tpon  his  hottdes  were  his  gloncfl  'white 

Eke  on  his  heed  a  uroune  of  lanrer  giene  / 

And  iu  his  bond  a  swerd  ful  bright  and  kene  2876 

He  leyde  him  bare  fe  visage  on  ^e  beere 

Ther  wi^  he  weep  paV  pite  was  to  heere 

And  for  pe  poeple  schuldo  see  him  alle  / 

whan  it  was  day  tie  brought  bent  to  fe  balle  2880 

That  roreth  of  fe  cry  and  of  f e  soun 

llio  cam  fis  woful  Theban  Falomoun 

wiji  flotery  berl  and  ruggy  oashy  bceres 

In  clo)iis  blnlc  y-dropped  al  wi|i  teeres  2884 
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The  Jtiidde  bar  with  him  his  bowe  turkeys 

Ot  bread  gold  was  )>e  caas  and  eck<  pe  benieyi  2896 

And  ridea  forth  a  paas  with  eorwful  chore 

Toward  )ie  groue  aa  je  schul  after  hoero 

The  noblesf  of*  )ie  grekee  fatf  Jier  wens 

vpaa  hoiQ  Bchuldieo  cariedon  )o  beore  2900 

with  alak*  paaa  and  eyhon  reed  and  wete 

Thurgh-onf  f«  cite  by  fw  maister  etreeto 

Tbaff  aprad  wag  ol  with  blak*  and  wonder  hyo 

Bighf  ot  y%  same  is  al  ^  strcf  I-wryi^  '2'Mi 

Tpon  |ie  right*  bond  wenf  ohle  Egeua 

And  on  ftaf  o^t  sydc  dulc  Tbosous 

with  Teasels  in  here  hand  with  gold  w«I  tyn 

Ab  ful  of  bony  mylk*  and  Moml  and  wyn  290M 

Eke  Falomou  n-ilh  n  grct  cnnipniiye 

And  after  faf  com  woful  ICintlye 

with  fyr  ia  bond  aa  was  Jint"  tymc  pe  gj-no  / 

To  do  fofEce  of  fuiiend  ivniisc  i9Vi 

Heyj  kbour  and  fnl  grot  iiinvimilyiip 
was  at  fe  Horuicc  and  iit'  Jin  fyr  raakyoK' 
Thaf  with  his  greno  top  (to  lioiirn  raughto 
And  twenty  fadme  of'  lirodn  tlintmo  stmiighto  /  291(> 

This  is  to  seyn  f  a  boowes  wlto  so  broilo 
OP  stree  firsf  was  fer  Icyd  ful  iiisiiy  u  lomlo 
buf  how  Jio  fyr  was  makyd  vjion  hi^hto 
Ife  eeb  fie  names  how  fa  trt'cs  hi^'hUi  292lt 

As  Oof  ■  fyr  ■  birch  •  asp  ■  oldit  ■  Iiulm  ■  poplcr  ■ 
wilw.  elm  plane,  ossch.  box.  chi'stcyn  lyiidn  Iniinr. 
Mapal.  thorn  ■  beech  ■  haail  ■  ow  ■  wyppylti'u 
how  ^ey  ivoren  felde  fichal  noujt  bi<  told  for  me  'i'iH 

Ne  how  pe  goddes  ronnen  vp  and  douu 
Disheryt  of*  hero  habitacioim 
In  which  fey  whilom  woiiod  in  rest,  and  pw« 
Kymphe^  Fauncn  and  Aniadryitn  2920 

Ne  how  )ra  beeates  and  f  c  briddcs  alle 
Flcdden  for  fiiere  /  whnn  fa  woode  was  falle  / 
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Xe  how  ^e  ground  agast  waa  of*  ^  lig&t^      [i^m,  *wi^] 

Thaf  waa  nongbf  wonf  to  see  no  fionne  brig&t^  2932 

Ne  how  fe  f jr  waa  couchid  firsf  wif  atree 

And  ^anne  with  drye  stykkea  donea  in  thieo 

And  fianne  wi)i  grene  woode  and  apicerie 

And  psaine  vif  cloth  of>  gold  and  wi))  peirjs  293S 

And  gerlandea  hangyng*  with  fal  many  a  float 

The  mjrre  thenaena  wi^  also  gtet^  odour 

Ne  how  arcyte  lay  among"  al  pia 

Ne  what'  rtchease  /  aboute  hia  body  is  2940 

^e  how  [lat  Emely  as  was  )>e  gyee 

Putt*  in  fe  fyr  of  funeral  a^ruiae 

Ne  how  she  swowned  whan  ache  made  ^e  fyn 

Ne  wliaf  ache  Bpak*  ne  whaf  waa  hire  deain  2944 

He  what  iewela  men  in  p&  fyr  }io  caaf 

whau  paif  pe  fyi  was  gref  and  brent«  fast? 

And  how  Bum  caste  hir  scheeld  and  anmme  her  apere 

And  oP  here  vestiment^  which  J>af  Jiej  were  2948 

And  cuppea  ful  of  wyn  and  mylk*  and  blood 

Vnto  pe  fyr  Jiaf  brent"  aa  it  were  wood 

Ne  how  Jie  gregoya  wif  an  huge  route 

Thre  tymea  ryden  al  fw  fyr  aboute  2962 

vpon  pe  lefle  hond  with  an  heih  Bcboutyng< 

And  friea  wi})  here  aperea  clateryng* 

And  (tries  how  |je  ladyes  gan  to  crye 

Ne  how  paV  lad  waa  homeward  Emelye  2956 
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B7  proc«s  and  hj  leng^e  of*  certeyn  ;erea 
Al  Btjntyd  is  fo  inornj-ng'  and  fa  teeras  396S 

Of*  olli!  grokys  b;  oon  general  assent 
Than  Bemed  me  ther  was  a  pnrlemeuf  lufit] 

At  atlienea  on  a  certeyn  poynt  /  and  cm 
Among*  ^e  whidie  poyntea  spoken  was  2972 

To  ban  wi^  certeyn  contreos  alliauncQ  / 
And  haue  fully  of<  Tbebana  obeiBsance 
For  which  fia  noblo  Theseus  anon 

lof  senden  after  gentil  Palomon  2976 

Vnwisf  oP  him  wlinP  was  fc  caiiso  and  why 
Suf  in  his  blake  cIo|)es  sorwfully 
he  cam  at  his  comaandemext  in  hyc 
Tho  sente  Tlieseus  for  Emelye  2980 

whan  Jiey  were  sette  and  biissht*  was  al  fie  place 
And  Theseus  abyden  haddc  a  space 
Or  eny  word  cam  fro  his  wyse  bresf 

His  eyen  sef  ho  fier  as  was  his  lest  298i 

And  wi^  a  sad  visage  ho  sykcd  stille 
And  afteT  jiat  right.'  ^us  he  scide  his  wille 

The  firste  moeiiere  of'  po  cause  aboue 
whan  be  first  made  fe  fayro  cheyne  of  loue         2988 
Gret  was  theffect  /  and  heigh  was  his  entente  / 
wel  wisf  he  why  and  what  ferof  he  mcnte 
For  which  Jiaf  faire  cheyne  of'  loue  he  bond 
The  fyi  fe  watir  eyr  and  eek  |)0  lond  2992 

In  certeyn  houndcs  p&V  fiey  may  nof  Hoe 
That  same  prynce  and  mocucre  eek  quod  he  / 
ha^  stabled  in  ^is  wrecchcd  world  a  doun 
Certeyn  dayes  and  duraciottn)  2996 

To  alle  jMit  cr  engendrid  in  )iis  place 
Ouer  ))e  day  pey  may  nat  pace 
Al  mo  we  they  }it  wel  hero  dayes  abi'egga 
Tber  needo|)  non  auctorite  talleggu  3000 

For  it^  is  preued  by  expeneiico 
Hut*  Jiat  me  lusl'  declan^  my  sentence 
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Than  may  men  wel  by  fiia  ordre  discerne 

That  Jiilke  moenere  Btabul  is  and  eteme  3004 

wel  many  men  knewe  but?  it  be  a  fool 

Thftf  eaery  partye  dyrynef  from  his  hool 

Foi  nature  ha))  nat  take  bia  bygynnyitg< 

Of  no  partye  ne  cantel  of  a  ^iiig<  ci«(/-m.  »»«]         3008 

Buf  of)  a  p'mff  >af  parfyf  is  and  stable  / 

DeBcendyng*  so  til  it<  be  cornmpable 

And  perfoK  o^  his  wyse  pnmeaunce  / 

He  hath  so  wel  bisef  his  ordeuannce  3012 

Thai?  apices  oP  finges  and  pwgresaiouDs 

Scbnllen  endure  hy  successiouna 

And  nat  et«me  bo  wi^ute  lye 

Thia  maistow  Tndentand  and  se  af  ye  3016 

LO  }>e  Ook*  )iaf  ha}  so  long*  uorisschyngi 
Fro  tyme  ^at<  it  gynne^  firsl?  to  spring* 
And  as  80  long*  a  lyf'  as  we  may  see 

Jet  atte  laste  wasted  is  Jte  tree  3020 

(^Onsidere^  eek*  how  ^al'  f«  harde  stoon 
vndei  oure  foof  /  on  which  we  trede  and  goon 
Jif  wasteth  if  as  if  li^  by  )«  weye 
The  biode  Byuei  som  tyme  wexe^  dieye  3024 

The  grete  townes  see  we  wane  and  wende 
llian  may  1  see  fat  al  Jiing<  bap  an  ende 

OF  man  and  womman  ee  we  wel  also  / 
That*  weudep  in  oon  of  Jiis  tej-mes  two  3028 
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And  here  ag&yn  no  creature  of  lyue 

OP  no  degra  auaylo^  for  to  atryue  3040 

rrihan  is  it  wisdom  as  Jienkeji  me 
JL    To  maken  vertu  oP  necaesite 
And  take  it  wel  ^aif  we  may  naf  eschewe 
And  namely  }iaf  ]iaf  to  ys  eile  ia  dewe  /  304i 

And  who-so  gracche^  aug&f  he  dof  folye 
And  lebel  Ib  to  him  )iat  d  may  gye  itnfaj 

And  certejTily  a  man  haf  moat"  honour 
To  deyen  in  hb  excellence  and  flour  3048 

whan  he  is  siket  of  his  goode  name 
Than  ha^  he  doon  his  freend  ne  him  no  schame 
And  gladder  ougfif  his  freend  ben  oP  hia  de}i 
whan  with  hononr  is  jolden  vp  )>e  breth  30&3 

Tliatine  whna  hia  name  appded  is  for  c^e 
For  al  forgoten  is  his  vassalage 
Thanne  is  it  best*  aa  for  a  worfi  fame 
To  dye  whan  a  man  is  best"  of"  name  3056 

The  contrary  of-  al  this  is  wilfolnesee 
why  grucchcn  we  why  haue  we  heuyneaso  / 
That"  good  arcjto  of*  chyUiJry  fe  flour 
Departed  is  with  worachip  and  honour  3060 

Ouf  of*  fis  foulo  prisoHu  of-  Jiis  lyf" 
why  grucchefi  lieer  hia  cosyn  and  his  wyf* 
Of  hia  wel  fare  fat^  louen  him  so  wel 
Can  he  hem  thanb  /  nay  /  god  woof  neuer  a  del  3064 

Thaf  bo])e  hia  soule  and  eek'  hem  self  ofTende 
And  }et<  J>ey  may  here  lostes  nat  amende 

That  may  I  conclude  of*  fis  longe  serye 
Buf  aftir  wo  I  rede  va  to  be  merye  3068 

And  Jianke  lobiter  al  ot  hia  grace 
And  or  Jmtf  we  departe  fro  fia  place  / 
I  lede  ^t^  we  make  of*  sorwes  two 

O  parfyf  ioye  laBtyngi  enet  mo  3072 

And  lokeji  now  wher  most"  aorwe  is  her-Inne  / 
Ther  wol  we  firaf  amenden  and  bygyDne  / 
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buatyr  quod  ha  ))U  ia  my  fol  auent' 

wiji  ftl  thftuya  heer  of"  my  parlemeof  3076 

That  gentil  Falomon  jooi  owns  knigbf 

ThaV  aeme])  jow  with  herte  wil  and  migfit^ 

And  eoer  ha)i  doou  ayn  fyraf  tyme  je  him  knewe 

That"  JO  schul  of"  jour  grace  Tpon  him  rewa  3080 

And  take  him  for  jour  honabond  and  for  lord 

Lene  me  joure  hand  for  })iB  is  oure  acord 

let'  see  now  of  jour  wommanly  pita 

he  ia  a  kynges  brof>ii  sone  paidee  [mifu,  »«*]        3084 

And  ^ough  lie  were  a  pore  bacbiller 

Syn  he  ha^  aerued  jou  ao  many  a  jeei 

And  had  for  30U  so  giet^  aduersite 

hit'  moRto  ba  conaidered  truate^  ma  3088 

For  gentil  mercy  anghte  passe  right 

Than  seyde  he  ^us  to  Falomon  ful  riglW 

I  trowe  }eT  neede}>  litel  Bennonyng< 

To  make  jou  assents  to  Jiia  Jiing>  3099 

Com  ncer  and  tat  jour  lady  by  ^  hond 

Bitwix  hem  was  I-maad  anon  )«  bond 

That  bighte  matrimoyn  or  marine 

By  alle  )>o  counseil  and  ))e  baronage  3096 

And  thua  with  blys  and  etk?  wif  melodye 

Ha]i  Falomon  I-wedded  Emelye 

And  god  J)af  al  fis  wyde  world  haji  wrougjf 

Send  him  his  louo  ^af  ha>  it  deere  I-bongtit<  3100 
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[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
%  And  Jins  hygjnnef  pe  prologe  ot  fe  m;llere 

WHan  paV  f  e  knig&f  had  (us  his  tale  I-told 
In  al  ]io  route  nas  ^er  )oiig<  ne  old 
Thaf  he  no  soyde  it  was  a  noble  story 
And  worpi  to  be  drawen  in  memory  3113 

And  namely  ]»  gentila  euerich  oon 
Ooie  hosf  }>o  low&  and  swoor  bo  moof  I  goon 
This  goji  right*  vel  vnbokdod  is  )io  male  / 
Letf  se  noT  who  schal  telle  &iiQ}er  tale  31 1 6 

Por  trowely  pis  garae  is  wel  bygonoa  / 
IfoT  telle))  now  air  monk*  if*  pat  je  koniie 
Som  whaf  to  quyte  wi^  }o  knigbtes  tale  / 
The  Myller  ]iaf  for  drunken  was  al  pale  3120 

So  pal^  Timethe  vpon  his  hors  ho  sat  [if/t!] 

he  wold  auale  nowfer  hood  ne  hat 
Ife  abyde  no  man  for  his  cuitesye 

Bnt^  in  Pilates  voys  he  gan  to  crye  3121 

And  swor  by  armea  and  by  blood  and  bones 
I  can  a  noble  tale  for  Jte  noones 
■with  which  I  wol  now  quyte  pe  knightes  tale 
Oore  boosts  aaug&  wel  bow  dronke  he  was  of  ale  3128 

And  seyde  Eobyn  abydo  my  loue  broper 
Som  bettre  man  ecbal  telle  va  iirsf  anoper 
Abyd  and  let?  va  worken  priftyly 

By  goddes  soule  qaod  he  put*  wol  naf  I  3132 

For  I  wol  speke  or  elles  go  my  way 
Oure  host  anawed  /  tel  on  a  deuel  way 
Thou  art-  a  fool  Py  witf  is  ouercome  / 
H  Ifow  herknep  quod  pis  myller  al  and  some  3136 

But?  fiisfe'  I  make  a  proteatacioun 
Thaf  I  am  dronke  I  knows  wel  by  my  aouu 
And  perfore  if"  pof  I  mys  speke  or  aeye 
wyte  if  pe  ale  of  Southwerk"  I  jou  prcye  3H0 
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For  I  wol  telle  a  legends  sud  a  lyf 
Bothe  ot  a  Carpenter  and  of  hit  wyf 
how  f&V  ])e  clerk'  ha]i  sef  ])e  wi^tes  cappe  / 

The  reue  answered  and  eeyde  al^nt  ^  dappe  /        3144 
lef  be  Pj  lewed  drunken  harlotttja 
If  is  a  synse  and  eek*  a  gieef  folje 
To  Bpeyren  any  man  oi  him  defame 

And  eek"  to  brynge  wynea  in  ylle  name  3148 

Thou  maysf  ynow^  uf<  o)>eT  ^inges  aejn 
This  drouken  Miller  spok'  fol  sone  a-geyn 
And  aeyde  leene  brother  Osowold 

who  hath  no  wyf  he  is  no  Cokewold  3153 

But"  I  aeye  nof  ferfore  f&V  fou  arf  oon 
Ther  bean  ful  goode  wynea  many  oon 
And  euer  a  ^ouaaud  goode  agayns  oon  badde 
That*  knoweat  )iou  wel  fy  selfi  but  if  }ioa  madde         3166 
■why  arf  f  ou  angry  with  my  tale  now  / 
1  haue  a  wyf  par  de  as  wel  aa  thow 
Jit  nolde  I  for  the  oxen  in  my  plongb  [i(Kr«t,*wk] 

Take  vpon  me  more  fan  ynough  3160 

Though  faff  foil  deme  Jiiself'  y&tf  )ion  be  oon 
I  wol  bileene  wel  Jiat'  I  am  ^oon  P  aiiuirarrtiiiQ 

An  houabond  achal  nof  be  inquisityf 
OP  goddes  prynete  ne  oP  his  wyf"  3164 

So  )>af  he  fynde  goddee  foysoun  )iere 
OP  p6  remenawnf  needeji  nougBf  enqnere  / 
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Tarae  onei  ]n  leef  and  oheeae  anofieT  tale 

For  he  acbal  tpido  ynovre  bothe  gref  and  smale 

Of  atonal  Jnng*  }»,V  tonche^  gentileBse 

And  eeb  more  lyolte  and  liolynesee  31 

Blame))  nat  me  Z^  jaf  ye  cbeese  amys 

The  HUler  ia  a  cherl  je  know  vel  Jiis 

80  waa  ^  nene  and  ojiii  many  mo 

And  hadotiy  ^7  tolden  bo)e  two  3K 

AnjM]>  jon  and  pnf  me  ont  /  of<  blame 

And  men  schulde  nat  make  erDest*  of<  game 

HEn  ende)i  ^  prologe  of  fe  Miller 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 


B3    OROOP  A.    §  4.    uiLLBB'a  ialk.    Earleiaa  7334. 


IT  And  bygynneth  his  tale 

¥hiIom  ^i  vas  dwellyng<  af  Oxenford 
A  richfl  gnof<  that-  gestos  beeld  to  hooide 
And  of-  his  craft-  he  was  a  Carpentei      3189 
wif  him  for  was  dwellyng"  a  pore  scoler 
had  lemed  arf  buf  al  bis  fantasye 
was  tomcd  for  to  leme  astrologye  3192 

An  cowde  a  certeyn  of*  coDcloBiouns 
To  deme  by  interrogaciouna 

Ifi  ))at  men  axed  him  in  certeyn  bonres  [>  iKfa: 

'whan  Jiat  men  echuld  ban  drougbf  or  ellys  schoures  3196 
Or  if*  men  axed  him  what  echulde  hifalle 
Of*  euery  )>ing  I  may  noajt-  rehen  bem  all« 
This  cleric  was  cleped  heende  Nicholas 
Of*  deme  louo  be  cowde  and  of  solas  3200 

And  per  wi]i  he  was  eleigh  and  fnl  prioe 
And  lik*  amayden  mcke  for  to  so 
A  chambir  bad  be  in  bis  hostUlerye 
Alone  wipouten  eny  compaignye  320i 

Ful  fetisly  I-digfif  with  berbee  soote  / 
And  he  himself'  as  swete  as  is  ^e  roote 
OP  lokorys  or  eny  Cetewale 
his  almagesf  and  bookes  gret  and  amale  3208 
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And  |inB  )>tB  sweeta  clerli?  bia  ty me  spente 
After  his  f^udcs  fyndyag<  and  his  rente  3220 

This  carpenter  h&d  weddid  acwe  a  wyf 
wliicli  paV  be  loved  moie  fian  bis  lyf* 
Ot  e^teteene  jeer  scbe  was  of*  age 
0«loiu  be  was  and  beeld  bir  nanro  in  cage  322i 

For  sche  was  wilde  £  jong<  and  he  was  old 
And  d«med  bimsclf*  bo  lik*  a  Cokowold 
he  knew  nat  Catoun  for  bis  wif  was  rude 
TbaV  bod  roan  schulda  weddc  )iis  similitude  322S 

Men  schnlde  wedde  aftir  bcro  astaat 
For  eelde  and  }0U^e  ben  often  af  debaal^ 
But*  «yn  }>af  be  was  broujf  in  to  fio  enara 
He  moste  endure  as  ojn-re  doon  his  care  3232 

fair  was  Jio  jonge  wyf  and  [>er  wi])  al 
Ae  eny  wetiil  bii  bwly  gent  and  sninl  [in/a,i«rk-i 

A  seynt'  sche  wered  barred  al  of  Bilk* 
A  barmclo))  eek'  as  wbit  as  mornc  myllc  '    3236 

vpon  bir  lendcs  ful  ot  many  a  gore 

wbif  was  bir  sinok*  and  browilid  albyfore  ' 

And  eek*  byUyiide  on  hii  colcr  aboute 
Of  coleblut  silk*  wi))inne  and  evk*  wijmiite  3240 

The  tapes  of  bir  white  votuper 
weren  of*  ^  same  suto  of  bJrc  colcr 
hir  filef  brood  of-  silk*  y-set  ful  heye 

And  certeynly  sche  badd  a  licoroua  eyje  3244 

Ful  smal  y-pulled  wcrrn  liir  browcs  two  / 
And  Jig  weie  bont  as  bluk<  as  a  elo 
Scbe  was  wcl  more  blisfid  on  to  see 

Than  is  )ie  newe  pciionctto  tree  3248 

And  softer  faa  )>c  wol  is  of  n  we)iit 
And  by  bir  gurdil  hyng  a  purs  of*  te)rir 
Taasid  wi))  silk*  and  i>erled  wi^  latotin 
In  al  t>is  world  to  sckcn  ^-p  and  doun  32S2 

Ther  nys  no  man  so  wys  J»at  coujic  ficnche  / 
So  gay  a  popUlof  or  such  a  wenobe  / 
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For  brighter  waa  fo  gmylyng'  oP  liir  hewa 

Than  in  Jie  tour  ]k  noble  I-foiged  newe  3266 

But'  of  hix  song'  it^  was  ob  lowda  and  jeme 

As  nay  awalwe  chiteryng*  on  a  bema 

Ther  to  ache  cowde  skippe  and  moke  game 

Aa  eny  kyde  or  calf  folovjngi  bis  dame  326C 

bir  mouth  was  sweete  as  bntgaf  is  ot  metb 

Or  boord  of<  apples  layd  In  hay  oi  heth 

wynayng-  sche  was  as  is  a  loly  coif 

long'  as  a  masf  /  and  Tprigfif  as  a  bolt  /  3264 

A  broch  ache  bar  vpon  bir  loue  coleet 

As  brod  aa  is  ))e  bos  of  a  bocleer 

bir  scbos  were  laced  /  on  hii  l^ges  hey^e 

Sche  was  a  primerole*  a  pigges  ney;e  326^ 

For  eny  lord  baue  liggyng"  in  bis  bedde    {}a>iiiirHUKUiii^ 

Or  jef  for  eny  good  jeman  to  wedde 

!Now  sir  and  eff  sir  /  so  bifel  ^e  cas 

Thaf  on  a  day  y'm  heende  Xicholas  [itf*]  327' 

Fil  wif  pis  jonge  wyf"  to  rage  and  pleye 

whil  faf  hir  houabond  waa  af  Oseneye 

Aa  clerkoa  ben  ful  sotil  and  ful  queynte 

And  pryuely  he  caught  bir  by  fa  queynte  327) 

And  seyde  I-wis  but  if  I  hauo  my  wille 

For  deme  loue  of"  ^o  lemman  I  spUle  / 

And  heeld  bir  harde  by  fe  baunche  boonea 

And  scyde  lemman  loue  me  al  af  ones  328< 
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And  avoT  hir  oth  /  b;  eeynf  thomos  ofi  kest^ 

niftV  Bche  wol  be  a,V  iaa  comaundeinent  3' 

whsn  )rat<  sche  m&y  hir  leysir  wel  aspjo 

Mjn  honsbond  is  bo  ful  of  Idonsie  / 

Tbaff  faaf  je  vajten  wel  and  be  piyne 

I  woof  rig&f  wel  I  am  but^  deed  quod  sche  3; 

Ja  moatJii  be  ful  deiae  as  in  ^ia  caas 

Thar  of*  ne  care  Jie  oonghl?  qaod  Nicholas 

A  deaif  ha)i  litherly  bjsef  bis  frhilo 

BoV  if  he  cowde  a  carpenter  bygyle  3^ 

And  ^us  ^7  ben  acorded  and  I-swom 

To  irajte  a  tyme  as  I  haue  told  bifom 

Whan  Nicholas  had  doon  ^U8  euery  del 
And  thakked  hire  aboute  )e  lendys  wol  Z! 

he  kisf  hir  aweet  /  and  tokeji  bis  sawtrye 
And  pleye^  fasf  and  makof)  melodye 
Than  fyl  it  fas  /  faf  to  fo  parisch  chircbe  / 
Cristes  oven  wcikea  for  to  wirche  3S 

This  goode  wf  f  /  went*  on  an  haly  day 
Hit  foibead  schon  aa  bri^llf  as  cny  day        t"^**,  >«*] 
So  waa  if  waissc'.ien  whan  acha  leef  hir  wart 

NOw  Jier  WHS  of  Jiaf  chirche  a  parisch  clerk-  33 

The  which  faf  was  I-clepeil  Absolon 
Cnille  was  his  heor  and  as  pe  gtJd  it  schon 
And  strowted  as  a  fan  righf  laige  and  brood 
Ful  streyt  and  euene  lay  his  ioly  schood  33 

his  rode  was  reed  his  oyjen  gray  as  goos 
with  Powlea  wyndowea  cotuen  in  his  schoos 
In  his  hoses  reed  be  went  fetusly 
I-clad  he  was  ful  smal  and  ptwpurly  33 

Al  in  a  kirtol  of*  a  fyn  wachcf 
Schapun  with  goores  in  ])q  newe  get* 
And  per  vpon  he  had  a  gny  enrplys 
As  whyf  as  is  [le  blosme  vpon  fe  rys  33 

A  mery  child  be  was  so  god  me  saua 
wel  cou^  he  lete  blood  and  dippe  and  schaue 
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And  maka  a  chartre  of  lond  and  acquitaunce 
In  twenty  maoers  ha  coude  skip  and  daunce 
After  J)B  scole  of"  Oienforde  f o 
And  wip  his  legges  cast«a  to  and  fro 
And  pleyen  songea  on  a  amal  mbibla 
Therto  be  Bang"  som  tyme  a  lowde  quynyble 
And  as  wel  coude  ha  pleye  on  a  giteme  / 
In  al  )re  touu  uas  brewbous  na  taneme 
That*  he  ue  Tisit«d  with  his  eohta 
Thei  as  any  gaylard  tapster  was 
Bof  so^  to  say  he  was  eom  del  squaymous 
Ot  fartyng*  /  and  of<  speche  danngaioos 
This  absolon  fat  ioly  was  and  gay 
Go])  wi))  a  sensei  on  pe  haly  day 
Sensysg*  ^e  wyucs  of<  )ie  pariech  fasC 
And  many  a  lonely  look"  on  hem  he  cast 
And  namely  on  )>i3  Carpenteres  wyf 
To  loke  on  hire  him  fought  a  mery  lyf 
Sche  was  so  propra  sweeta  and  licoious 
I  dar  wel  sayn  if'  sche  had  ben  a  mons 
And  he  a  cat  be  wold  hii  henf  anoon 

This  parisch  cleric  this  Ioly  Abeolon       lnnfu} 
Hap  in  his  herte  sncb  a  loue  longyng* 
That*  of-  no  wy^  ne  took"  be  noon  offiyng"  / 
I'or  curtesy  he  eeyde  he  wolde  noon 
The  moone  at  night*  fid  cleer  and  hrighte  schoon 
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Tal  wel  uordyugi  to  liis  gytemTtig' 

This  carpenter  awoob  and  herde  him  ayng  3364 

And  wptikf  Yuiq  his  wyf  and  sayde  anoon 

yrhaif  alisoun  heiestow  not  abeolon 

T\a,V  diannte^  fina  vnder  onte  bome  amal 

And  ache  anawetd  Mr  hoosbond  fer  wi^  al  3368 

3ia  God  wooi^  loBn  I  beere  if  eoery  del 

This  paaae^  forth  wh&f  wil  ;e  bef  ^an  wel 
Fio  day  to  day  Jiia  loly  Absolon 
So  wowe^  hire  ^t  him  ia  «o  b^n  3373 

he  wake))  al )»  nighf  and  al  Jie  day 
To  kembe  his  lokkes  brode  and  made  him  gay 
he  wowitli.  hire  by  mens  and  by  brocage 
And  awor  he  wolde  ben  hir  owne  page  /  3376 

he  eynge))  crowyng<  as  a  iiightyngale 
And  senf  hire  pymcut*  mcth  and  spiced  ale  / 
And  wai^  VYPY^ff  hoot*  out*  of*  ^  gloede 
For  ^f  sche  waa  of  touiio  ho  profrod  meode  3380 

For  aom  folk*  wol  be  wonnu  for  richcsse 
And  Bom  for  strokes  Bom  for  geutillesao 
Bom  tyme  to  scbewe  his  Itglitnes  and  maistrye 
he  pleyeth  herodj  on  a  scaffold  hye  3384 

But*  whaf  avayle^  him  as  in  ^ia  caaa  / 
Sche  loue^  so  )iis  heende  Nicholas  itnfa.iaiij 

Thaf  absolon  may  blowe  ^  bukkes  horn 
he  ne  had  for  al  his  labour  but*  a  akom  3386 

And  yuB  Bche  makej>  abaolon  hii  ape 
And  al  his  emesf  tome^  to  a  lape 

rul  ao^  is  ^is  prouerbe  if  ia  no  lye 
Men  seyn  right"  );us  alwsy  ^  noy  alye  3392 

Make))  po  lorn  leef  to  be  loji 
For  ^tig&  )iat  absolon  be  wood  or  wioth 
By  cause  ^atf  he  fer  was  from  heie  eight* 
Thia  Xicholaa  ha^  stonden  in  hia  light  3396 

Now  here  fo  wel  ]iou  lieende  Nicholas 
For  abeolon  may  wayle  and  syuge  allaa 

CANT.  TALES. — HARL.  U 
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IT  And  so  bifeU  it  on  a  SatjtdAy 

Thifl  Carpenter  wu  gon  to  Oaooay  S400 

And  heende  Nicholas  and  alisouD 

Acordid  ben  to  ^is  conclaeioun 

Thaf  Nicholas  schal  schapea  hem  a  wjIb 

This  eel;  lelona  hotisbond  to  b^^le  /  3404 

And  if<  so  were  ^ia  game  wente  aiig&t 

Sche  Bchulde  elepe  in  hia  arm  al  night 

For  ))ia  waa  hire  deeir  and  his  alao 

And  right  anoon  wi^outen  wordee  mo  3408 

Thia  Nicholas  no  lenger  wold  he  taryo 

Buf  do^  ful  softe  in  to  his  Chambnr  carye 

Bo|>e  mete  and  drynke  for  a  day  or  tweye 

And  to  fair  houabond  bad  hir  for  to  aeyo  3412 

If'  )>af  he  axed  after  Nicholaa 

Sche  schulde  seye  sche  wiste  naf  wher  he  was 

Of  al  Jvaf  day  ache  aaw  him  naf  with  eye 

Sche  trowed  he  were  ^Ue  in  som  maladye  3416 

For  no  cry  faf  hir  mayden  cowde  him  calle 

he  nolde  answere  for  nought?  Jiat  may  bifalle 

This  passef)  for^  al  ^af  illce  eatyiday 
Tha  Nicholas  in  his  chambie  lay  3420 

And  eef  and  drank*  and  dede  what/  him  leste 
Til  Boneday  Jie  aonne  waa  gon  to  reate 
1  his  sely  carpenter  hap  giet  meruaUe 
Of"  Kicholas  o 
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And  at^  fe  chombir  dorc  wtiil  he  stood 
he  dyed  and  knokked  as  J>af  he  were  wood  3' 

what  how  what*  do  je  mayster  nicholay 
how  may  ;e  alepen  al  fia  lotige  day 
Bnt^  al  for  noi^hf  he  herde  nat  o  woid 
An  hole  he  fond  righf  lowe  vpon  a  boord  3'. 

Ther  as  ^e  caf  was  wont*  la  for  h)  creeps  / 
And  af  ^l'  hole  he  loked  in  ful  deepe  / 
And  atte  laste  he  haddo  of  him  a  sight 
This  nicholas  sat'  euer  gapyng*  vpright^  3' 

Aa  he  had  loked  on  fe  newe  moone 
Adonn  he  go|i  and  tolde  im  maystei  soone 
In  what*  aray  he  sawh  )iis  iike  man 
This  carpenter  to  bleaeen  him  hygan  3' 

And  aeyde  now  help  vs  aeynte  Frideswyde 
A  man  woot<  lit«l  what*  him  schal  betyde 
This  man  is  falle  with  bia  astronomye 
In  Bom  woodncase  or  in  som  agonye  34 

I  thoughts  ay  wel  how  paV  if  schulde  be 
Men  schulde  noughf  knowe  of  goddes  prynyte 
5i  Je  blessed  be  alwey  a  lewed  man 
Thaf  naf  buf  oonly  his  bileeue  can  3'! 

So  ferde  anojwr  clerk"  with  astronomye  / 
he  walked  in  the  feeldes  for  to  prye 
vpon  ]»  sterres  whaf  jier  schnlde  bifalle 
'   Til  he  waa  in  a  marie  pif  I-falle  /  34 

he  sangh  oaf  |)af  buf  jef  by  seinf  Thomas  / 
Me  reweth  sore  for  heende  nicholaa  lu^u,  taakj 

he  schal  be  tatyd  of  his  studyyng 
If  ^f  I  may  by  ihii  heiien  kyng*  3i 

Gete  me  a  staf  faf  I  may  vnder  spore 
whil  fat"  Jrou  Eobyn  heiiesf  vp  fw  dore 
he  echal  out*  of  his  stndyyng"  as  I  gesse 
And  to  fe  chambir  dore  he  gan  him  drease  /  3i 

his  knane  was  a  strong"  karl  for  )»  noonee 
And  by  f&  hasp  he  haf  it'  rp  af  oones 
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And  in  ^  floor  )ie  doro  fil  donn  anoon 

This  nicholas  sat*  stille  aa  eny  stoon  3472 

And  euar  he  capyd  vpwaid  to  ^  ejr 

This  Carpenter  vends  he  were  in  despeii 

Aod  henf  him  by  ^e  schnldrea  mightily 

And  Bchook*  him  harde  and  cryed  spitoasly  3476 

vhaf  Nicholas  whaf  how  man  loke  a  domi 

A-wake  and  ^ynk<  on  cristes  psssioun 

I  crowche  fa  from  Elaea  and  from  vightes 

Thor-with  ^e  night-spel  aeyde  he  anon  rightea  3480 

On  fa  foure  haloes  of  |ie  hoiu  abonte  / 

And  of  ^e  )ireieahfoId  of< )«  dore  wi^nte 

lord  Ihii  crist  and  seynte  bendight 

Bleese  ^is  hous  from  euery  wlkkede  wight  3484 

for  nyghtea  verray  fe  white  pater-noater 

whei  wonestow  now,  seynte  petres  eoBter 

And  attn  lasto  heende  Nicholas 

Gan  for  to  ayke  sore  and  seyde  alias  3488 

Schal  al  pe  world  be  lost*  efP  sonea  now 

This  Corpentei  answerde  whaf  aeyetow  / 

wliaf  ^nk*  on  god  as  we  doon  men  )at  swynke 

This  Nicholas  answerde  fette  me  drynke  3492 

And  after  wol  I  speke  in  pryuyte 

Of"  certeyu  ))ing*  jiat*  touched  pe  and  me 

I  wol  telle  it  non  ojur  man  certayn 

This  Carpont«r  go])  forth  and  comp  agayn  3496 
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That*  if  ^u  wreye  me  ^oa  Bchall^  be  wood 

Kay  crisf  forbede  if  for  his  holy  blood  350S 

Qaod  ^0  ^is  sely  man  I  am  no  labbe 

ThoQgb  I  if  say  I  am  noogbf  leef  to  gabbe  / 

Say  vbaf  fou  wolf  I  Bchal  it  nener  telle  / 

To  child  ne  wyf  by  him  pati  barwed  bells  3512 

Now  lobon  quod  nicholaa  I  vol  nof  lya 
I  hane  I-founde  in  myn  astrologye 
As  I  haae  loked  in  ^  moone  biighf 

Thaf  now  on  monday  nexf  af  quarter  nigbf  3516 

Scbal  falle  a  reyii  and  pAV  eo  wilde  and  wood 
Thaf  half  so  gief  was  neaer  Noes  flood 
This  woride  he  seydo  moie  fan  an  hour 
Scbal  ben  I-dreynf  so  bidous  is  }e  scboui  3520 

Thus  ecbal  mankynde  drenche  and  leese  his  lyf 
This  Carpenter  answered  alias  my  wyf 
And  ahal  she  diencbe  alias  inyn  alisoun 
For  sorwe  of  pia  he  fe]  almosf  adoun  3524 

And  seyde  is  per  no  remedy  in  ^is  caas 
wbe  jis  for  gode  qiiod  heenda  Nicholas 
If  f  on  wolf  werken  aftir  lore  and  rood 
Thou  maisf  noughf  woike  after  ))in  owen  beed  3628 

For  ptia  eoip  Salomon  ^af  was  ful  trewe 
werke  by  counseil  /  and  |)ou  schalf  naf  rewe 
And  if  fioa  worken  wolf  by  good  counaail 
I  vndertake  wifiouten  masf  and  sail  3532 

3ef  scbal  I  saaen  hir  and  pe  and  me 
haitew  naf  herd  /  bow  saued  was  Noe 
whan  |)af  oar  lord  bad  warned  him  bifom 
Thaf  al  >e  world  wif  watir  scbolde  be  lorn  3536 

iiB  qtMd  ))iB  Carpenter  ful  jore  ago 
hastow  nought  herd  quod  Nicholas  also        [iMfti.nrki 
Tbe  sorwe  of  Noe  wi|)  his  felaschipe 
That  be  badde  or  be  gaf  bis  wyf  to  schipe  3540 

him  badde  wel  leuer  I  dar  wel  mdertake  / 
Af  pilke  tyme  ^an  alls  bis  we^rea  blake 
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ThaP  sch«  hadde  a  schip  Ui  self  allone 

And  perfoie  woetow  whaif  ia  best^  to  doone  /  364i 

This  axeji  hasl^  and  of  an  hast;  ^ing* 

Men  may  nought*  preche  or  make  taiyyng< 

Anon  go  geto  va  faaf  in  to  ^ia  In 

A  knedyng*  tiowtt  or  ellea  a  kemeljn  3S48 

For  ech  of  va  bnf  loko  ^af  ^y  be  large 

In  wbicb  faf  wo  niay  rowe  aa  in  a  barge 

And  haue  )wt  In  vitaille  suffisanf 

Bnf  for  o  day,  fy  on  |ie  remenantf  3652 

Tbe  water  acbal  aalake  and  gon  away 

Aboute  prime  vppon  ^  nezte  day 

Buf  Robyn  may  not*  wit«  of  ]iis  fy  knaue 

He  ek*  ]iy  mayde  Gille  I  may  noV  sane  35fi6 

Aske  nought*  why  foT  ^ugfi  ^on  aska  me 

I  wol  nat  tellen  goddeg  pryneto 

Hufficeth  ^e  buf  if  >at  ^y  witt/  madde 

To  haue  as  gret*  a  grace  as  noe  hadde  /  3S60 

Thy  wyf  schal  I  wel  sauen  out"  of  donte  / 

Go  now  fy  wey  and  speed  fe  heer  aboute 

And  wlian  )iou  liasf  for  hir  and  )>e  and  me  / 

I-gotcn  Ts  ^is  knedyng*  tubbes  ^re  3564 

Than  schalf  ^u  hange  hem  in  ^e  roof  ful  hie 

That  no  man  of  oure  puraeaunce  aapye 

And  whan  jwu  [ins  hasp  doon  as  I  haue  soyd 
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And  ]K>a  woIfe'  seye  lieyl  maister  nichoUy 

Qood  mom  I  see  )>e  wel  foT  it  la  day  3680 

And  )nn  schul  we  be  loidea  ol  onre  lyf 

Of<  al  ^  world  as  noe  and  his  wjf 

But*  of  00  fting*  I  waine  ^e  ful  rigbf 

Be  wel  aujsed  of  faV  like  njght  3584 

That*  we  ben  entred  in  to  schippes  booid 

Thaf  nof  of  vb  ne  apeke  not*  a  word 

Ne  depe  ne  ciye  but^  be  in  his  prejere 

For  it  is  goddes  owne  heste  deere  35S6 

Thy  wyf  and  fion  moef  hangen  fer  a-twynne 

For  phV  bitwixe  jou  echal  be  no  synne 

No  more  in  lokyng-  )>an  ^r  schal  in  dede  / 

This  ordynaunce  ia  seyd,  so  god  me  speede  /  3592 

To  morwe  af  nighf  whan  men  ben  a  elepe  / 

In  to  onr  knedyng*  tubbea  wol  we  crepe  / 

And  sitte  ^er  abydjmg*  goddes  grace  / 

Go  now  fy  way  I  hune  no  lenger  space  3596 

To  make  of  ^is  no  lenger  sermonyng* 

Men  seyn  ^us  /  send  pe  wyae  and  sey  no  ^ing* 

Thou  art*  eo  wys  if  needeth  aatf  fe  teche 

Go  saue  oure  lyf  and  fiaf  I  f&  byseche  /  3600 

This  seely  carpenter  goj  forf  his  way 
Ful  ofte  he  seyd  alias  and  weylaway 
And  to  his  wyf  he  told  his  piyuete 

And  ache  was  war  and  knew  if  bet*  >an  he  /  3604 

what  al  this  wente  cast  was  for  to  seye  / 
Bnl^  na^elee  sche  ferd  as  sche  schuld  deye 
And  eeyde  alias  go  forth  py  way  anoon 
help  vs  to  skape  or  we  be  ded  echon  3608 

I  am  )iy  veiray  trewe  wedded  wy^ 
Go  deeie  spouse  and  help  to  sane  oure  lyf 
lo  which  a  gref  ^ing<  is  affecciotnt 

A  man  may  dye  for  ymaginacoun  3612 

So  deepe  may  impiessioun  be  take 
This  seely  Carpenter  bygynneth  quake         ['«<«,  ^^] 
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bim  ^enke^  Tenayly  ^P  he  nuy  ae 

Ifoes  flood  come  wftlkyng*  aa  pe  oee  /  3S16 

To  dienchen  alisown  his  houy  deere 

he  weepe^  wayle^  he  maketh  aoi;  cheere 

he  aike^  with  ful  many  a  aoiT  swon^ 

And  goth  and  geteth  him  a  knedyng*  trougll  3620 

And  after  ^af  a  tahbe  and  a  kjmelyn 

And  piyuely  he  senf  hem  to  hia  In 

And  heng<  hem  in  )ie  toof*  in  prynete 

His  owne  hond  fan  made  laddiea  pre  3624 

To  clymben  by  fe  roDgee  and  f«  atalkes 

Tnto  pB  tnbbea  hangyng*  in  pa  balkea 

And  hem  Titayled  bojie  trongh  and  tabbe 

with  breed  and  cheese  «i|)  good  ale  in  a  Inbbe  3638 

Suffiayng*  rig&f  ynough  aa  for  a  day 

Buf  or  faif  he  had  maad  al  ^ia  array 

he  aenl^  hia  knaue  and  eet  hia  wenche  alao 

vpon  his  neede  to  londoun  for  to  go  3632 

And  on  )ie  monday  whan  if  drew  to  nyght 

ho  achctte  bis  dore  wi)K>nten  condel  light 

And  dreseed  al  pie  fiing*  as  il^  ecbuld  be 

And  achortly  vp  ^ey  clumben  alle  ))te  S638 

They  seten  slille  wel  a  forlong<  -way 

Now  pat«c  noater  clum  quod  NichoUy 

And  Clam  quod  Ion  and  Clum  .  quod.  Alisoim 

'llita  Carpenter  aeyil  his  denocioun  3640 
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Tter  u  ^  Carpenter  was  wont  to  lye 

Tber  was  ^  Keuel  and  ^e  malodye  C'otru]         3652 

And  }}u  lith  aliaouu  and  S'icholas 

In  bnsyneBse  of'  mjrfie  and  o^  boIab 

Til  ^at  |»  belles  of*  laudee  gan  to  rynge 

And  freres  in  ^  Chauncel  gan  to  BTnge  3666 

This  pariBBch  deilc  fia  ameioua  abaolon 
That  is  for  lone  eo  hanie  and  woo  bygon 
vpon  fe  Monday  was  af  Osenay 

witb  cmnpany  him  to  desporte  and  play  3660 

And  axed  vpon  caas  a  cloysterer 
Fnl  pryuely  after  Jra  carpenter 
And  be  drongb  him  a  parf  onl^  of  pe  cbiicbe 
And  sayde  nay  I  say  him  nat  here  wirche  3661 

Syn  satirday  I  trow  ^af  be  be  went 
For  tymber  fer  our  abbof  hath  him  sent/ 
For  he  is  wont?  for  tymber  for  to  goo 

And  dwellen  af  pe  graunge  a  day  or  tiio  3668 

Or  elles  he  is  af  hie  houa  certayn 
wher  )>af  he  bo  I  can  naf  so^ly  sayn 

This  absoloa  ful  ioly  was  and  lig&f 
And  tboughte  now  is  tyme  wake  al  nights  3673 

For  sikerly  I  savh  him  nonghf  Btyryng< 
Aboute  his  dore  syn  day  bigan  to  spiyng' 
So  mote  I  f  ryue  I  schal  at  Cokkes  crowo 
Ful  pryuely  go  knokke  at  his  wyndowe  3676 

Thaf  stanf  ful  lowe  vpon  bis  bowres  wal 
To  alisoun  ^n  wol  I  tellen  al 
My  Ione-Iongyng<  for  ]el^  I  scbal  nof  mysae 
That*  atte  ]eet«  wey  I  schal  hir  kisse  3680 

Som  maner  comfotf  schal  I  bane  par  fay 
My  mouth  hafi  icched  al  Jns  longe  day 
Thaf  ia  a  aigne  of  kissyng<  atte  leete 
Al  nyghf  I  mette  eek^  I  was  at  a  feste  3681 

Ther  fore  I  wol  go  slepe  an  hour  or  tweye 
And  al  pa  nigbf  ^an  wol  I  wake  and  pleye 
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whan  ^aV  ^e  firete  cok*  ha^  crowe  anoon 

vp  Tjst'  ^is  lolyf"  louer  abeolan  3688 

And  him  arrayef  gay  af  poynf  deays 

But*  fiTstf  he  chewe^  greyn  and  lyooris  CM^M.tu*] 

To  BDiellcn  swete  or  lie  hadde  kempt*  faja  been 

vnder  hia  tungc  a  trewe  lone  be  beere  /  3692 

For  ym  by  mnde  he  to  be  gracious 

be  rorae^  to  p6  carpeuteres  boos 

And  atille  he  staDt*  vnd  ]n  Bchofe'  wyndowe  / 

vnto  hie  bresf  if  raugbt/  \tf  vae  bo  love  /  3696 

And  softe  he  cowhi))  with  a  eemy  uoim 

whaP  do  )e  bony  comb  Bwele  aliaoon 

My  fayre  bryd  my  ewete  Cynamome 

Awake  lemman  myn  and  epeke^  tome  3700 

vel  litel  ^ynke  je  vpon  my  wo 

Thaf  for  joure  loue  I  swelto  per  I  go 

No  wonder  is  if'  ^at<  1  awelte  and  awute  / 

I  morne  aa  dof>  a  lamb  aft«r  >e  t«te  3704 

I-wis  lemman  I  haue  such  loue-longyng' 

Thaf  like  a  turtil  trewe  is  my  mooniyng< 

I  may  nof  ete  no  more  ^an  a  mayde  / 

IT  Go  fro  ^e  wyndow  lakke  fool  eobe  nyde  /  3708 

Aa  help  me  god  it  wol  nof  be  com  paine 

I  loue  ano^er  and  elles  were  I  to  blame 

wel  bef  pan  pe  by  Ihu  absolon 

Go  forji  fy  wey  or  I  wol  casf  a  atoon  3712 
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And  seide  I  am  a  lord  aP  alle  degrees  3724 

For  after  Jna  I  hope  ]ier  come^  more 

Iiemmaii  fj  grace  /  and  swete  hijd  ^yn  ore 

The  wyndow  ache  vndjd  and  Jnt  in  hasV 

bane  doon  quod  echo  com  of  and  speed  ^  faaf  372S 

leaf  ^af  oar  nej-ghebooies  )ie  aapye 

This  abeolon  gan  wipe  his  mon^  ful  drye  lit/w} 

Dert  was  )>e  uigbf  as  picche  or  as  a  cole  / 

Onf  atte  wyndow  putte  ache  hii  hole  /  3732 

And  abaolon  him  fel  no  bet  ne  wera 

fiuf  wifi  his  month  he  kist<  hir  naked  era 

Ful  aaaorly,  whan  he  was  war  of'  ^is 

Abak*  he  sterte  and  Jwughf  if  was  amya  3730 

For  wel  he  wist'  a  womm&n  haji  no  herd 

he  felP  a  ^ing<  al  rougti  and  ]ong<  I-herd 

And  seyde  fy  alias  whaf  haue  I  do 

Tehee  quod  ache  /  and  chipf  )«  wyndow  to  3710 

And  absolon  go)i  for|)  a  sory  paas 

A  herd  a  herd  /  quod  heende  Kicbolas 

By  goddes  corps  Jiie  game  go^  Mi  and  wel 

This  seely  abeolon  herd  eueiy  del  3744 

And  on  his  lippe  he  gan  for  angir  byte 

And  to  bimself'  he  aeyde  I  acbal  }a  qnyte 

Who  rubbijt  now  who  froteth  now  his  lippee        3747 
wi^  duet  wi))  sand  wi))  straw  wi^  cloth  wi{>  chippes 
Bat  absolon  ^at<  seith  folofte  alias 
Mj  aonle  bytake  I  vuto  Sathonaa 
But  me  were  lener  ^n  ails  ^  tonn  quod  he 
Ot  J»is  dispit>  awroken  for  to  be  37S2 

Alias  quod  he  alias  I  uadde  bleynt 
his  hoote  lone  was  cold  and  al  I-qoeynt 
For  fro  ^af  tyme  ))at>  he  had  kiaV  hire  ere 
Of>  paramouis  ue  setto  be  nat  a  kers  37D6 

For  he  was  helyd  of"  his  maledye 
Folofte  paramours  he  gan  delfye 
And  wepf  as  do)i  a  child  faP  is  I-bete 
A  eofte  paas  went  he  ouer  fc  strcte  /  37C0 
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Vnto  a  smyth  men  depith  dann  Gerueys 

Thaf  iu  bia  forge  smjthed  plowh  hameya 

He  scharpeth  schar  and  coltte  hyaily 

This  absolon  knoUte))  al  esily  3764 

And  seyde  vata  Geruays  and  ^at'  anoon 

what*  who  aif  thou !  if  am  I  Absolon 

vhatf  Absolon  vbat^ '  criatee  swete  tree      [>  ■  laur  lotUfmt  km] 

why  ryse  je  bo  rathe  benedicite  [Mrw,  »«*]        3768 

vbaf  eyle^  jou  some  gay  gurl  god  it  woof 

ha))  brouglif  joa  ))U8  vpon  ])e  verytrotf 

By  seiute  uoet  /  je  wol^  we)  what  I  mene 

This  absolon  ne  roughte  naf  a  bene  3772 

Of  al  ^ia  pley  no  word  agayn  he  jaf 

For  he  hadde  more  tow  on  his  diataf 

Than  Gerueys  knew  and  aeyde  freend  bo  deere 

Thaf  bote  cultre  in  ]»  Cbymney  heere  3776 

Aa  lene  it  me  I  haue  {ler  wi)i  to  doone 

I  wol  it  bTing<  agayn  to  ^e  ful  aoone 

Gerueys  anewerde  /  certea  were  if  gold 

Or  in  a  poke  nobles  al  vntold  3780 

Je  Bchul  him  baue  as  I  am  trewe  amyth 

Ey  criatea  fo'  what  wil  je  do  |«r  wif  pmimttrttUmMtJ] 

Ther  of  quod  absolon  be  as  be  may 

I  schal  wel  telle  if  ^  to  morwe  day  37S1 

And  caugbte  ^e  cultte  by  ]ie  colde  stele 

Ful  soff  out  at  }e  dore  ho  gan  if  stole  / 
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This  wol  I  jiue  fe  /  i?  fou  me  kisse 

This  Nicholas  was  rise  for  to  pysse 

And  ^ughV  he  irold  amenden  al  fo  lape 

he  schulde  kisss  bis  era  or  fiat  he  skape  3 

And  Tp  !»  Tvyndow  dyde  he  hastUy 

And  onf  his  era  putte))  be  piyuely 

Ouei  fe  bottok'  to  hauache  bon 

And  ^T  wi))  Bpat  ^is  clerk*  fa  abaolon  3 

Spet  sweeto  bryd  I  wof  nat  vher  ))0u  art  /. 

This  Nicholas  anon  lef  flee  a  farf  Itafm 

As  gret  as  if  bad  ben  a  thundir  dent 

And  with  fatf  etroot  he  was  oltnosf  I-blcnt'  S 

And  he  vas  redy  with  his  yren  hoot 

And  Nicholas  amyd  ^e  ers  ho  smoot 

Ofi  go)i  fie  skyn  an  hande  brede  aboute 

The  booto  caltie  brente  so  his  toute  3 

And  tot  ))e  smorf  /  he  wonde  for  to  dye 

As  he  weie  wood  anon  he  gan  to  cije 

help  watir  watir  /  help  for  goddes  herte 

This  Carpenter  out  of*  his  slumber  sterte  S 

And  herd  on  crye  watir  as  he  were  wood 

He  {Hjughti  alios  for  now  come))  Noes  fiood 

he  sif  him  vp  wi))oute  wordes  mo 

And  wiji  his  ax  he  smoP  Jie  corde  a-two  2 

And  doiui  he  go^  he  fond  nowtbir  to  sellc  / 

No  bred  ne  ale  til  be  com  to  ]>e  selle/ 

Vpon  Je  floor  and  ^r  aswoun  be  lay 

vp  Btyitf  hir  aliaoan  and  NicboUy  3 

And  ciyden  out  and  harrow  in  pa  atreto  / 

The  neygheboura  bo^e  smal  and  grete  / 

In  ronnen  for  to  gauren  on  pia  man 

That  a  swowne  lay  bo)»  pale  and  wan  3 

For  with  fe  fal  he  broaten  had  his  arm 

Bnt*  Btond  be  mnsto  to  bis  owne  harm 

For  whan  he  spalc'  he  was  anon  bom  doau 

with  heende  Nicholas  and  alisoun  3 
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They  tolden  eucry  man  ^at  ha  was  wood 

he  was  a  gaxf  aud  fe«rd  of  Xoee  flood 

TbuTgh  fantasie  ^af  of  bia  vanite  / 

he  hadde  I-bougKf  him  knedyngi  tobbea  ^  /  S836 

And  hadde  hem  hanged  in  ]m  roof  abona  / 

And  ^al^  he  preyed  hem  for  goddea  lone  / 

To  sitt«n  in  ^  rcxtf  par  conipaignye 

The  folt  gan  lawhen  af  his  fantasye  /  3840 

In  to  |)e  roof  ^y  kyken  and  ^y  gape 

And  tome  al  his  harm  in  to  a  lape 

For  what"  bo  eucr  J»  caTpenter  answeide 

Hif  was  for  nought'  no  man  his  resoim  harde  [VU,u]  3SU 

wi^  o^is  greet'  he  was  so  sworn  a  doun 

Thaf  he  was  hoMen  wood  in  al  )>e  tonn 

For  euery  clerk'  anon  right*  heeld  wi^  o))ii 

They  Beydo  ^e  man  was  wood  my  leeue  hro^-  3848 

And  euery  man  gan  lawhen  af  his  ebryf' 

Thus  swyued  was  )«  Carpenteies  wyP 

For  al  his  kepyng*  and  his  gelousye 

And  absolon  ha))  kiaf  hir  ne^ir  ye  38S2 

And  Kicholas  is  skaldid  in  his  towte 

This  tale  is  doon  and  god  saue  d  ^  route 

IJEre  endeth  te  Milleis  tale 

[No  break  in  ihe  MS.] 
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IT  And  bygynnep  ^e  prologe  of* )»  Reeue 

Wh&n  folt  hadde  lavhen  of*  pia  nyce  caae 
Of*  Absobn  and  heende  Nichoke  3856 

Djnene  folk*  dyneisely  fey  seyde 
But;>  for  fe  moete  paif  fey  Iow&  and  pleyde  /   ' 
Ne  at  ))is  tale  I  sawh  no  man  him  ^na 
But  if  were  oonly  Oeewald  (^e  Eeeue  3860 

By  CBlue  he  was  of  Caipentrye  craff 
A  litel  Ire  ia  in  his  herte  is  laff 
He  gan  to  gnicche  and  blamed  it  a  lite 
So  theeb  qttod  he  ful  irel  conde  I  ^e  quyte  3864 

with  bleryng*  of  a  prowd  mylleies  ye 
It  faf  me  luato  speke  of  Ribaudye 

But'  yk*  am  old  me  list*  not*  pley  foi  age 
Gras  tyme  is  doon  my  foddir  is  now  forage  3868 

My  whyte  top  write))  myn  olde  jeeres  / 
Myn  hert  b  al  so  moulyd  a^  myn  heeree  / 
And  jit  I  fare  as  do)i  an  open-ers 

Thaf  ilke  fruyt  is  euer  lenget  Jm  wers  3872 

Til  it  be  rote  in  muUok*  oi  in  etiee 
we  olde  men  I  drede  so  fare  we  / 
Til  we  be  roten  can  we  nat  be  rype 
we  hoppen  alway  whil  )ie  world  wol  pype  3876 

For  in  ouie  wil  ^r  stike))  euer  a  nayl 
To  liane  an  boor  heed  and  a  greene  tayl 
As  hath  a  leek*  for  ^ough  oare  mighf  be  doon 
Onre  wil  desirefi  folye  euer  in  oon  3880 

For  whan  we  may  naf  do  )ian  wol  we  speke  /  unr  m 

3efr  in  oare  aisshea  old  ia  fyr  I-ieke  / 
Foure  gledys  haue  we  which  I  echal  deuyie 
Auantyng*  /  lyyng"  /  angur  coueytiae  3884 

This  fonre  sparkya  longen  vnto  eelde  / 
Oure  olde  lymes  mowen  be  Tnweelde  / 
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But*  wil  ne  echal  naf  fajle  tb  ^t'  is  bo]) 

And  jet'  I  hane  alwey  &  coltea  to^  3888 

Ab  many  a  jeer  as  it  is  passed  henne 

Syn  fatf  my  tappe  of"  lyf  bygan  to  mme  / 

For  sikiiliki  whan  I  was  bom  anon 

Deth  diongh  ^  tappe  of  lyf  and  leef  if  goon  3893 

And  now  so  longe  /  hA|i  )ie  tappe  I-ronno 

Til  ])at  almost*  al  empty  is  ^  toane 

The  streem  of  lyf  now  droppeth  on  ^  ohymbe 

The  sely  tonge  may  wel  ijngo  and  chimbe^  3896 

Of  wiecchednee  fiaf  passed  is  ful  joore  [<  tjmt  drmbi] 

with  olde  folk*  /  sauf  dotage  is  no  more 

Whan  )>af  oura  hoaf  bad  herd  onre  sennonyng* 
he  gan  to  speke  as  loidly  as  a  kyng<  3900 

And  seyde  what*  amounte)>  al  Jtis  wit 
whaf  Bchul  we  apeke  alday  of  holy  wiyl? 
The  deuyl  made  a  Sene  for  to  preche 
Or  of  a  Howter  schipman  or  a  leche  /  3901 

Sey  for^  )»i  tale  and  tarye  nati  f%  tyme 
Lo  heer  is  Depford  /  and  if  is  passed  prime 
Lo  Gtenewich  J>er  many  a  schtewe  is  Inne 
If  weie  al  tyme  ^i  tale  to  bygynne  3908 

NOw  siiea  quod  ^ia  Osewold  fie  Keue 
I  pray  jow  alls  //  fiaf  noon  of  jou  him  greeue 
Thougti  I  answere  and  somwhaf  sette  his  howue 
for  leeful  is  wifi  force  force  to  showue  3912 


GRODP  A.    §  6.    aBE?E's  TALK.    SmtI^uo.  7334.    113 


And  hen  bygTimo^  his  tale 

AT  Trompyugtoun  naf  fer  fro  Cantebrigge 
Tber  goth  &  brook<  aud  ouer  fat  a  brigga 
Vpon  fe  whicbe  brook"  fet  stanf  a  melle 
And  fie  is  verray  sof  fa,V  I  jou  telle  /       I 
A  meller  was  ^r  dwellyng  many  &  day 
As  eny  Pecok'  be  was  prowd  and  gay 
Pipen  be  coude  and  iissh  and  nettys  beete 
And  torne  cuppee  wrastle  wel  and  echeete  £ 

Ay  by  bis  belt  he  bar  a  long*  panade 
And  of  a  swerd  ful  tTencba»nf  was  ]ie  blade 
A  loly  popper  bar  he  in  his  pouclie 
Ther  was  no  man  for  pore!  diirsf  him  touche  /  3 

A  Scbeffeld  tliwitel  bar  be  in  his  hose 
Bound  was  his  face  and  caniois  was  bis  nose 
As  pyled  as  an  ape  wan  his  sktille/ 
be  VBB  a  market'  beter  af  pe  fuUe  3 

Ther  dunte  no  wigbf  band  vpon  bim  legge 
Thaf  he  ne  awor  anon  he  schuld  abegge  / 
A  feef  he  waa  for-BoJ>  of'  corn  and  mole 
And  )iat  a  sleigh  and  ve;ng<  for  to  stele  /  3 

hie  name  was  boote  deynous  Symckyn 
A  wyf  he  hadde  /  come  of  noble  kyn 
The  paraoun  of"  the  toun  bir  fader  waa 
with  biie  he  jaf  ful  many  a  panne  of  bras  3 

For  faf  Symkyu  Bchnld  in  hia  blood  allye 
Sche  vaa  I-fostiyd  in  a  Nonuerye 
For  Syrokyn  wolde  no  wyf  aa  he  sayde 
6ut>  ache  were  nel  I-noriascbed  and  a  mayde  /  3 

To  sanen  hia  ealaaP  and  ^omanrye 
And  sche  was  proud  and  pert/  as  ia  a  pye 
A  ful  fair  aigtitc  was  ficr  on  hem  two  / 
On  haly  dayes  bifore  bir  woldc  be  go  3 
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with  hu  typetf  ybounde  aboute  his  heed 

And  sche  cam  aftir  in  a  gyto  of  reed 

And  Symkyn  hadde  hoeen  of  fe  same  /  Utrm 

Ther  dnrste  no  wigbf  clepe  hir  but*  ma  dame  /  3956 

was  noon  ao  haidy  walkyTig<  by  ^  weye 

That"  with  hir  dorste  ngfi  or  elles  pleye 

Buf  if  he  void  be  slayn  of  Symekyn- 

wiji  pauade  or  with  knyf  or  boydekyn-  3960 

For  gelous  Tolk*  ben  p«riIotia  eueremo 

Algate  fey  wolde  here  wyues  vende  so 

And  eet  for  acbe  was  eomdel  smoterlich 

Sche  wati  as  deyno  as  water  in  a  dicb  3964 

Aa  ful  of  hokir  and  of  bissemare 

hir  thoughte  ladyea  oughten  hir  to  spare  / 

what*  for  hir  kynreed  and  hir  nortelrye 

Thaf  sche  had  lemed  in  fe  Nouuerya  3966 

A  doujter  hadden  fey  betwix  hem  two 

Of  .xxV  jeer  wijwuten  eny  mo 

Sauyng'  a  child  thaf  was  of  half  jer  age 

In  cradil  lay  and  was  a  proper  page  /  3972 

This  wenche  f  ikke  and  wel  J^owen  was 

wif  Cainoys  nose  and  eyjen  gray  as  glas  / 

And  buttokkes  brode  and  brestes  round  and  hye 

Buf  rigEf  fair  was  hir  heer  I  wol  naf  lye  /  3976 

The  pareotjn  of  fe  toun  for  sche  waa  feir 

In  purpos  waa  to  maken  hir  hia  heir  / 
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And  namely  ^  was  a  gret  Collegge 

Men  clepe  it*  ^  Soler  hatt  of  Cantabragge 

Ther  was  here  whete  and  eetc  here  malf  I-groimde  / 

And  on  a  day  it  happed  on  a  stounde  /  3992 

Syt  lay  ^  mauncyple  on  a  maledye  [f^f h,  tat*] 

Men  wenden  wisly  paif  he  schulde  dye 

For  which  pJB  meller  stal  both  mele  &  com 

A  Jionsend  part*  more  ^an  bjrfom  3996 

Foi  fet  bifom  he  stal  but  curteysly 

But  now  he  is  a  J>eef<  outrogeoualy 

For  which  ))e  wardeyn  cbidde  and  made  faro 

Bnf  ther  of  aette  |ie  meller  nof  a  tare  40O0 

he  crakked  boost*  and  awor  it  was  nal'  so 

Thanne  weren  fiere  poore  scoleres  tuo 

That*  dwelten  in  |ie  lialle  of<  which  I  seye 

Teatyf*  (ley  were  and  lusty  for  to  pleye  4004 

And  oonly  for  here  mir)>e  and  reuelrye '      p  a*  i  *»  raur-j 

Vppon  pe  wardoyn  bysily  fey  crye 

To  jeue  hem  leue  but  a  litel  stounde  / 

To  go  to  niello  and  see  here  com  I-groonde  4008 

And  hardily  ])ey  dursten  ley  here  nekke  / 

The  meller  schuld  nat  stel  hem  half<  a  pekke 

Of'  com  by  sleightd  ne  by  force  hem  reue 

And  atte  lasf  ))e  wardeyn  ]af<  hem  leae  401 2 

lohfl  highf  paf  oon  and  Alayn  highf  paV  opet 

Of"  o  toun  were  fey  bom  faf  highte  Strotitii  / 

Fer  in  )ie  north  I  can  nat  telle  where  / 

This  aleyn  make^  redy  al  his  gere  4016 

And  on  an  hors  )ib  aak*  he  cast  anoon 

Forp  gop  aleyn  ^e  clerk'  and  also  Ion 

wi[>  good  sweid  and  wip  bocler  by  her  side 

lohli  knew  fe  way  pat  hem  needith  no  gyde  /  4020 

And  af  pe  mylle  pe  sat  a-doun  he  layth 

Alayn  spak"  firaf  al  heil  Symond  in  faith 

how  fares  py  faire  doughter  and  py  wyf" 

aleyn  welcome  qiiod  Symond  hy  my  lyf  4024 
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And  lohfl  also  how  now  what*  do  jb  heero 

B;  god  quod  lohtl,  Symond,  jxtedf  haa  na  peen 

him  fallea  serae  himself^  JtaV  has  na  Bwayn 

Or  elles  he  is  a  fou  as  cletkes  sayn  4028 

Our  maacj'plo  as  I  hope  wil  be  deed 

8wa  werkes  ay  ]*e  waagea  in  his  heed 

And  thcrfoie  I  is  come  and  eet  aleyn  UtrMj 

To  grynde  onre  com  and  cane  it  /  ham  ageyn  4032 

I  prey  foa  speed  vs  in  al  faf  ja  may 

It!  schal  be  doon  q»«d  Symkyn  by  my  fay 

whaf  wol  je  do  whil  faf  if  is  in  hande 

By  god  right*  by  fie  hoper  wol  I  stande  4036 

Quod.  lohfi  and  se  how  ^af  pe  com  gas  Inne 

Jef  sawb  I  neuer  by  my  fader  kynne  / 

how  Jnf  fe  hoper  waggis  to  and  fia 

Aleyn  answerde  /  lohfl  and  wiltow  swa  4040 

Than  wol  I  be  by-nefe  by  my  croon 

And  se  how  J»af  Jie  mele  fallys  doun 

In  to  |)e  trough  ^at  schal  be  my  desport  / 

For  Ion  in  faith  I  may  be  of  jour  aorf  4044 

I  is  as  ille  a  mellcr  as  ere  je 

Tliia  mcUcre  stnyleth  for  here  nycete 

And  Jioughf  al  )iis  is  doon  but  for  a  wyla 

They  wencn  fa,V  no  man  may  hem  bigile  4048 

BuP  by  my  friff  jef  schal  I  blere  here  ye 

For  ftl  hero  sleigfip  and  al  here  philosophie  / 
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Behynde  fe  mjrlle  vndet  a  leueael 

And  to  fa  hois  he  go)>  liim  faiie  and  wel 

He  strepeth  of  Jie  bridel  righf  anoon 

And  whan  fe  hors  was  loos  be  gan  to  goon  4064 

Towatd  Jra  fen  ^ere  wilde  mares  renne 

For  wi|i  wihe  /  {lurgb  )iikke  and  e«k<  finish  fienne 

This  meller  goth  agayn  and  no  word  seyde 

Bat*  doth  his  note  and  wi)i  ^  clerkes  plejrde  /  4068 

Til  Jot:'  her  com  was  fail  and  wel  Igrounde  ['«/»,»«»] 

And  whan  pe  mele  was  aakked  and  I-hounde  / 

This  lohfl  goy  out*  and  fynt  hia  hois  a-way 

And  gan  to  crye  harrow  and  weylaway  4072 

Ouie  hoTS  is  lost*  alayn  for  goddes  banes 

Step  on  }j  feet<  cam  on  man  al  at  anes 

Aleyn  jour  wardeyn  ha)i  his  parfray  lorn 

This  aleyn  al  foigoto^  mele  and  com  4076 

Al  was  ont*  of  his  mynd  his  housbondryo 

what*  wikked  way  is  he  gan  gan  he  crye 

The  wyf  cam  lopyng*  inward  wi^  a  ren 

Sche  seyde  alias  jonr  hors  go^  to  fte  fen  4080 

wi^  wylde  mares  as  fasf  as  he  may  go  / 

vn^anki  come  on  his  heed  f&if  hand  him  so  / 

And  he  Jmf  bettir  schold  han  knyf  ^  Beyne 

Alias  quod  loban  aleyn  /  for  cristes  peyne  4084 

Leg"  donn  |ri  swerd  and  I  sal  myn  alswa  / 

I  is  fol  wi^f  god  waf  as  is  a  Sa 

By  goddes  hart/  he  sal  naf  scape  vs  bathe 

why  nsd  |k>u  put  Jie  capil  in  ^e  lathe  4088 

Ilhail  aleyn  by  god  |)ou  is  a  fon 

This  sely  cletkes  speeden  hem  anoon 

Toward  pe  fen  bo]>e  aleyn  and  eet  Ion 

And  whan  fie  myller  sawh  )>af  fey  were  gon  4U92 

he  half*  a  busehcl  of"  fa  flour  ha^  take 

And  bad  hia  wyf  go  knede  it  in  a  cake 

he  seyde  I  trowe  |ie  clerkes  ben  a  ferd 

3ef  can  a  Miller  make  a  derkea  herd  4096 
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For  al  bis  arf/  je  kf  hem  go  hera  way 

lo  wher  fey  goon  //  je  laf  fie  children  play 

They  get  hym  naf  so  lightly  by  my  croun 

This  eeely  clerkea  ronnen  vp  and  doun  4100 

wi)i  koep  /  keep,  etaud  stand  lossa  ware  derere 

Ga  wightly  foil  and  I  sol  keep  him  heeie  / 

BnP  schortly  til  Jtat  it  waa  verray  night?  / 

They  cowde  naf  fongh  fey  did  al  hera  inigltf  4104 

heic  capil  cacche  it  ran  avay  ao  fast?  / 

Til  in  a  diche  fey  caught*  /  him  atte  last/ 

wery  and  wele  as  beetya  in  J»  Eejn  imfui 

Comth  sely  lohfi  and  wif  him  comf  aleyn  llOS 

Alias  quod  loha  faf  day  faf  I  was  bom 

Now  arc  we  dryue  til  hefing"  and  to  scorn 

Ouie  com  is  stole  men  woln  ts  folos  calle  / 

Bathe  fe  wardoyn  and  eek<  our  felawa  alio  /  4112 

And  namely  fe  myller  weyloway 

Thus  pleynath  lohfl  as  he  gof  by  fe  way 

Toward  fe  mylle  and  bayard  in  bis  hand 

The  myller  sittyng-  by  fe  fyr  he  fand  4116 

I'or  if  was  nighf  and  forf er  might  fey  nought* 

But  for  f e  loue  of  god  fey  him  biaougfit 

As  herberwts  and  of  eae  as  for  her  pony 

)}e  myller  sayd  ^;ayn  if  for  be  eny  4120 

Swich  as  if  ia  )if  schut  je  haue  joui  part 

Jlyn  hous  ia  atreyt.  /  buf  je  ban  lemed  art/ 
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And  we  wol  paye  trewly  at*  [le  f  uUe 

wiy  emptf  hand  men  may  na  hawkee  tulle 

Lo  beet  our  Biluer  redy  fur  to  spends 

This  mellei  in  h)  touu  hU  dought«r  sende  4136 

For  ale  and  breed  and  tosted  hem  a  gooB 

And  band  her  bors  he  achold  no  more  go  looe 

And  in  his  owns  chambir  hem  made  a  bed 

with  schetye  and  with  chalonns  fair  I-eprad  4140 

KaP  from  his  owen  bed  ten  foof  or  twelne  / 

his  donghter  had  a  bed  al  by  hir  aelne 

Bighf  in  ^  same  chambre  by  and  by 

Hit  mighte  be  no  heV  and  cause  why  /  4144 

Ther  was  no  rommer  herberw  in  fe  place      [i*qr»,*iirir] 

They  sowpen  and  fiey  epeke  hem  to  solace 

And  dronken  euer  strong*  ale  atte  beate 

Aboute  mydnyghf  wente  fey  to  reste  4148 

■wel  hap  fe  myller  vernyaahod  his  heed 

Ful  pale  he  was  for  dronken  and  nat  reed 

he  joxeth  and  ho  speke|)  (largh  ^e  nose  / 

As  he  were  on  ^e  quakke  or  on  fie  pose  /  4152 

To  bed  he  go}r  and  wi|i  him  go)i  his  wyP 

As  eny  lay  sche  lighf  was  and  io]yf> 

So  was  his  ioly  whistel  wel  y-wet 

The  cradil  af  hire  beddea  feef  is  set  4156 

To  rokken  and  to  jine  }ie  child  to  sooke  / 

And  whan  f>at<  dronken  was  al  in  ^  crouke 

To  bedde  went  the  doujter  right/  anon 

To  bedde  go^  aleyn  and  also  Ion  4160 

Thet  nas  no  more  him  needed  no  dwale 

This  mellei  ha^  so  wysly  bibbed  ale  / 

Thaf  as  an  hoi»  he  snortith  in  bis  sleep 

Ne  of  his  tayl  bihynd  took  /  he  no  keep  4 1 64 

his  wyP  burdoun  a  fol  strong* 

Men  migfif  her  rowtyng*  heeren  a  forloog* 

The  wenche  ronteji  eelc  par  companye 

Aleyn  ^e  rleik'  fint  herd  )iis  melodye  4168 
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He  pokfd  lohfl  /  and  sejde  Blepiatow 

Herdistow  ener  elilc'  a  eaaff  ei  now 

Lo  alik*  a  coapl7iig<  is  betwiz  hem  all« 

A  wilde  fyi  vpon  Jiair  bodjes  taUla  4172 

wha  herkned  ener  swilt  a  terly  flag  / 

3e  fei  eul  baue  ^  flour  of<  ille  endyng* 

This  langc  night*  per  tydes  me  na  leat^ 

But;'  jet-  na  fora  al  sal  be  foi  >e  beaf  4176 

For  Iob&  sayd  he  aa  euer  mot*  I  firyae 

If  ^f  I  may  joae  weuche  Bal  I  Bwyue 

Som  esement  ha^  lawe  Bchapen  ts 

For  lohQ  ])ei  is  a  lawe  ]iat  says  ))us 

That  if  a  man  in  a  poynt  be  agrened 

That  in  auo^  he  eal  be  releened 

Oure  com  b  stoln  eo\iiy  if  is  na  naj 

And  we  haue  had  an  jlle  fitf  to  day 

And  syn  I  sal  haue  nan  amendement 

Agajn  my  los  I  wol  haue  esement  / 

'1^J  goilde  sale  it*  sal  nan  o)ier  be  / 

This  lohfi  ansnerd  /  aleyn  auyse  ^e 

The  iliUer  is  a  parlous  man  he  sayde 

And  if<  ^af  he  out  of*  his  sleep  abrayde 

lie  mighto  do  Ts  bo]»  a  TiL<mye 

Alejn  answerd  I  count  if  naf  a  flye 

And  vp  he  roos  and  by  fe  wenche  crepte 

This  wenche  lay  vpright'  and  faete  slepto 

Til  he  BO  Dcib  was  or  eclie 


4180 

IQnl  iiiTin)cp«iutiir 
Id  .Ua  drtxTnlMiirl 
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he  Eumtred  him  and  has  hu  needea  aped 

And  I  lye  as  a  diaf  ealc  in  my  bed 

And  when  Jiis  lape  ia  tald  anojier  day 

I  sal  be  held  a  daf  a  cokenay  4208 

Tshaidy  is  vneely  aa  men  soith 

I  wol  arise  and  anutte  it  in  good  fai^ 

And  vp  he  roa  and  softely  he  wente  / 

vnto  f»  (oadil  and  in  his  hand  it  hente  4212 

And  bat  it  softe  vnto  his  beddis  feet 

Soone  after  Jiia  ^  wyP  hir  iontyng<  leet  / 

And  gan  awake  and  wenf  hir  for  to  pisse 

And  cam  agayn  and  gan  hir  cradel  mysse  4216 

And  groped  heer  and  fier  buV  sche  fond  noon 

Alias  quod  ache  /  I  had  almost*  mys  goon 

I  had  almosf  goon  to  p«  clerkes  bed 

Ey  hendicite  faa  had  I  foule  I-aped  4220 

And  foT^  sche  goJ>  til  eche  )«  crodil  fand      ci*^h.»«*] 

Sche  gropith  alway  farther  with  hir  hand 

And  fand  fe  bed  and  Jioughte  naf  but*  good 

By  cause  |Ktt<  ))e  cradil  by  hif  stood  4224 

^at'  knoiryng*  whor  ache  was  for  if  waa  derk* 

Buf  f^  and  wel  eche  creep  in  to  Jra  clerk* 

And  lith  fnl  stills  and  wolde  ban  caughf  a  Bleep 

wi|iinne  a  while  lohfi  )>e  clerk*  vp  leep  4228 

And  on  this  goode  wyf*  ley|>  on  fnl  aore 

So  meiy  a  tjtt/  ne  badd  sche  naf  ful  jore 

he  prike))  harde  and  deepe  as  lie  were  mad 

This  loly  lyf*  ban  fis  twey  cletkee  had  4232 

Til  ^t*  ^  )iridde  cok*  bygan  to  synge 

AJeyn  wax  weiy  in  ^  dawenynge 

For  he  had  swonken  al  fe  longe  nigtlt/ 

And  seyd  far  wel  malyn  my  eweete  wigbt  4236 

The  day  is  come  I  may  no  longer  byde  / 

Bnf  euermo  wher  bo  I  go  or  lyde 

I  am  Jiin  owen  clerk*  so  haae  I  seel 

14'ow  deere  leminan  qtiod  sche  go  far  wol  4240 
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But  or  fiou  go  0  thing*  I  vol  |ie  telle 

'whan  ^af  ))ou  wendist'  honiward  by  [«  melle 

Bigbf  af  fe  entre  of  Jie  dore  byhynde 

Thou  schalt-  a  cake  ot  half  a  busshel  fynde  4244 

Thaf  was  I-raaked  of  |i;ii  owen  mele 

"Which  yaV  I  hilp  myn  owen  self  to  stele 

And  goode  lemman  god  pe  saue  and  kepe 

And  wi)i  ))af  word  almoaf  echo  gan  to  weepe  4248 

Aleya  vprisf  and  ^ug&t*  er  fat  it  dawe 
I  wol  go  crepen  in  by  tny  felawe 
And  fand  Jie  cradU  wif)  his  hand  aaoa 
l!y  god  |)ought  be  al  wroi^  I  hsae  I-goon  4262 

lly  heed  is  toty  of  my  swynk"  to  nyghf 
Thaf  /  makes  me  |)af  I  ga  noujf  arighf 
I  ivot*  wel  by  J>e  cradel  I  bane  mys  go 
beer  lith  ^e  myller  and  bis  wyf<  also  4266 

Yorp  he  gof  in  twenty  deuelway 
into  fie  bed  fur  as  fie  Miller  lay 

lie  wonde  haue  crope  by  his  felaw  Ion  ['•tfii] 

And  by  Jie  myller  in  he  creep  aaoa  4260 

And  caughf  him  by  )io  nekke  aad  soff  he  spak^ 
And  aeyde  Ion  fiou  swyaeahed  awak" 
For  criates  sowle  and  here  a  noble  game 
For  by  )i3f  loiU  faV  cleped  id  seyaf  lame  4364 

As  I  hauc  ^ries  in  |)is  schorte  nig&f 
Swyued  Jw  niyllcta  iou^ter  bolt"  vpright" 
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And  in  )«  floor  wi)i  nose  and  mou^  to-broke 

They  walweden  as  pi^ea  in  a  poke 

And  vpon  y&j  goon  and  douu  }ej  goon  anon 

Til  ^f  ^  Millnor  atumbled  at  a  ston  1280 

And  dotm.  he  felle  /  bakvaid  on  his  wyf 

That*  W78te  noting*  of  fia  uyce  stryf' 

For  sche  was  falle  a  aleepe  a  litel  wigfif 

iri^  Ion  ))e  Clert  )>af  vaked  al  )n  nighf  'i284 

And  wi)) }« ialle  right  oul^  of<  slepe  Bche  brayde 

help  holy  croya  of  Bromholme  sche  sayde 

In  manua  tuas  lord  to  Jie  I  calle  / 

Awake  Symond  ^e  feend  ia  in  [lin  halle  428S 

Uy  hetf  is  broken  help  I  am  but  deed 

Ther  lylhe  vpon  my  wombe  and  on  myn  heed 

Help  Symkyn  for  )ti8  false  clerkes  iigbf 

This  loha  steif  vp  aa  fasf  as  euer  he  might*  4292 

And  grasped  by  J»  walloa  to  and  fro 

To  fynde  a  staf*  &  sche  eturf  vp  also 

And  knewe  )ie  ostres  bef  )ian  dede  Ion 

And  by  |)e  wal  sche  took*  a  staf  anon  429G 

And  sawh  a  litel  glymer}'ng<  of  light*  [(•^n.^usij 

J'or  at<  an  hool  in  schon  ])e  moone  light* 

And  by  faV  light*  she  aaugh  hem  bo)ie  two 

But*  sikirly  sche  wiste  nat*  who  waa  who  4300 

But*  ache  saugh  a  whit*  ))ing*  in  hir  ye 

And  whan  scbe  gan  Jiis  white  ^ing<  aapye 

Sche  wend  fa  clerk*  had  wared  a  volnpeer 

And  wi^  a  staf  sche  drough  hir  neer  and  neer  4304 

And  wend  baue  hif  ))is  Aleyn  atte  fulle 

And  smot*  ^is  melter  on  |)e  piled  senile 

And  doun  he  go)i  and  crye)>  harrow  I  dye 

This  clerkes  heefen  him  wel  and  leef  him  lye  4308 

And  greytb  hem  wel  and  take  her  hots  anon 

And  eek/  here  mele  and  hoom  anon  ^y  goon 

And  aV  the  Millen  dore  ^ey  tok*  here  cake 

OP  half*  a  buiaahel  flour  fol  wel  I-boke  4312 
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Thos  is  pe  prowde' Miller  wel  I-bete 
And  ha]y  I-losf  fe  grjndynff  of*  ^  whete  / 
And  payed  for  fe  soper  euerydel 

Of^  aleyn  and  of*  lohfl  ]»if  beten  him  wel  4316 

Hia  wjf*  is  swjued  and  his  doughter  als 
Lo  such  if  is  a  Miller  to  be  fals 
And  perio  fiB  prauerbe  is  seyd  Ail  so^ 
he  yea  naf  weene  wel  y&if  enyl  do]»  4320 

A  gyloor  schal  him  self*  bygiled  be 
And  god  )>af  sittest*  in  fy  mageste 

Bane  al  y\a  compaignie  gref  and  smale  /  4323 

Thus  haue  I  quit*  fe  Miller  in  his  tale  /       IF  hei'  ende)>  fe 

Beeues  tale 

[Break  of  one  line  in  the  M8,\ 
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The  Oook'  of  londoun  whil  ]n  B«eue  Bpab 
For  loye  he  ^ugfit"  /  he  clawed  him  on  Jn  bat 
ha  ha  quod  he  /  for  ciistes  pasBioun 
This  meUet  ha)i  a  scharp  conclusioun  /  13 

vpon  hia  argument  oP  herburgage 
wel  eeyde  Salomon  in  hia  langage  / 
Ne  biyngi  nat^  eueiy  man  in  to  ^yn  hons 
For  herbu^age  by  night'  ia  periloua  43 

wel  augllt^  a  man  aviaed  for  to  be 
whom  f&V  he  broughf  in  to  his  piyuyto  itttf  M] 

I  pray  to  god  so  gyP  my  body  care  / 
)if  ener  aifi^e  I  highto  hogge  of  ware  43 

herd  I  bettor  myller  aef  a  wetke  / 
he  hadde  a  lape  of  malice  in  ^e  derke  / 
And  jrarfore  if  je  fouche  aanP  to  heere 
Buf  god  forbedc  faV  we  stynton  heere  /  43 

A  tale  of  me  yaV  am  a  pouer  man 
I  wol  jow  telle  OS  wel  as  I  kan 
A  litel  lape  |)at<  fel  in  oure  cite 

Uore  hoaP  aeyde  I  graunt  it  the  43 

ITow  telle  on  Soger  &  loke  it  be  good 
For  many  a  paatey  haatow  leto  blood 
And  many  a  Iakk<  of  doner  hastow  Bold 
Thaf  ha))  be  twyea  hoof  and  twyea  cold  H 

Of  many  a  pUgrym  hastow  cristea  cure 
For  fy  peraly  fey  faren  jef  fe  wora 
Thaf  they  haue  eton  wi))  )ra  atnbbil  gooa 
For  in  )iy  schoppe  ia  many  a  flye  looa  4% 

Now  goode  /  gentil  Eogor  by  fy  name  / 
Buf  jif  I  piay  )w  be  nonght*  wrof  for  game 

[. No  gap  in  the  MS.] 

Thow  saisf  ful  so)i  qiwd  ROger  by  my  faith  41 
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Buf  Both  ploy  quad  play  as  f  e  flemyng"  saith 

[. Noga^  in  the  MS.] 

Be  tliou  nap  wrof  or  we  depnrte  her 

Though  (i,if  my  tale  he  of  an  hoatyler  4360 

But?  nafeles  I  wol  nof  t*llc  if  )it/ 

But*  or  we  departo  if  bcIibI  be  qujt/ 

And  fier  wifi  al  he  low6  /  and  made  chete 

And  seyde  his  tale  as  je  schal  after  heere  4364 

[No  h-^k  in  the  MS.] 
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APrentya  dwelled  whilom  in  onre  Citee, 
Of-  a  craff  of  TLtaillers  waa  he 
Gaylard  he  waa  as  goldfyncfi  in  Jie  gchawa  / 
Broun  as  a  bery  and  a  propre  felawe  4368 

wi)i  lokkea  blak-  and  kempf  ful  fetonsly 
Dauncen  he  cowde  wel  and  prately 
Thaf  be  was  cleped  Ferkyn  reuellooi 
he  waa  ful  oP  lone  and  paramour  4373 

Ar  is  ^  hon;  combe  of  hony  swete 
wel  were  pe  wenche  Jiaf  mighte  him  meete   [i«vi»,'«"*i 

[■ 

No  gap  in  tJie  MS.]         4376 

FOr  whan  fer  eny  rydyng*  was  in  cheepe  / 
Oatf  of  )>e  scboppo  |)ider  wolde  he  lepo  / 
1^1  he  hadde  al  ^at;'  eight*  I-eeyn 

And  daunced  wel  he  nold  naf  come  ^eyu  4380 

And  gadred  turn  a  meyne  of  his  aorf 
To  hoppe  and  syuge  and  m^e  sucb  disports 
And  per  jiey  aetten  steuene  for  to  meete 
To  pleyen  atte  dys  in  auch  a  atrete  4384 

For  in  fo  touD  ne  was  fer  no  prentys 
Thaf  fairer  cowde  caste  a  peyre  dya 
Than  P«rkyn  cou)w  and  [lerto  he  waa  free  / 
OP  hia  diapence  in  place  of  pryuyte  4366 

Thaf  fand  hia  mayator  wel  iu  his  cbaffiira 
For  often  tyme  he  fond  hia  box  ful  bare 
For  such  a  ioly  prentya  reuelour 

Tbaf  baunte))  dys  Eeitel  or  paramoar  4392 

hia  maister  acbal  if  in  hia  acboppe  abys 
Al  baue  he  no  parf  of  )^e  mynstralcya 
For  fefte  and  ryof  be  conuertyblo 
Al  can  ^oy  pley  on  giteme  and  mbible  4396 


128    GROUP  A.     §  8.     cook's  tjox.    Huittui  7834. 

Beael  and  troufie  as  in  a  lowe  degre 
They  ben  fnl  wro^  si  day  as  je  may  see 
Thia  loly  Prentys  with  his  mayster  bood 
Til  he  was  oute  ney;  of  his  prentys  hood  4400 

Al  were  he  snybbyd  bojw  erly  and  lato 
And  som  tyme  lad  with  teael  in  to  Newgate 
Buf  atte  laste  his  mayster  him  bythougltt^ 
vpou  a  day  whan  he  his  papyi  Bongbl^  4404 

OP  a  prowerbe  ^t*  aiji  fis  same  word 
wel  betl«  is  roton  appul  ouf  of*  hord 
Than  if  rote  ol  pa  remenatint/ 

So  fareth  if  by  a  ryotous  s«ruaunf  4408 

hif  is  ful  lasBe  harm  to  late  him  pa- 
Thau  he  schend  al  ^  serastuites  in  fe  place 
Therfore  his  mayster  jaf<  him  acqaeyntaunce 
And  bad  him  go  wi^  sorwe  and  wi^  meschaunce  4412 

And  ^us  pe  ioly  pi-entye  had  his  leae  // 
Now  lef  hym  ryof  al  fe  nighf  or  leue. 
[Lines  iil3,iili/ormtkelaHUne<iflhepa^in&e  MS.} 
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[THE  SPUKIOUS  TALE  OF  GAMELYN.] 

LItheth  and  lestnej)  and  herkne)>  aright    UW]     1 
And  je  achul  heera  a  talkyng"  of  a  doughty  knight 
Siro  lohn  of  Eoundys  was  his  right"  name 
be  cowde  of/  norture  ynongli  &  mochil  of  game  4 
Thre  sones  )«  knighf  -  ]«t<  with  bia  body  be  wan 
The  eldeaf  was  a  moche  schrewe  /  and  sone  he  bygan 
his  breferen  loned  wel  here  fader  /  and  of  him  were  agast  / 
The  eldest*  descraed  hb  fadres  curs  /  and  had  it  at  ^  lasf  /  8 
The  goode  knijP  bis  fader  lyuede  so  jore 
Thaf  deth  was  comen  him  to  and  handled  him  ful  aoie 
The  goods  knight*  cared  sore .  sik<  per  he  \ay 
how  his  children  scholde  lyuen  after  his  day  12 

he  hadde  ben  wyde  wher  .  buf  non  bousbond  he  wag 
Al  pe  lond  ^f  he  had  /  if  was  verrey  pnrchas 
Fayn  be  wold  iV  were  dressed  /  amonges  hem  alle 
Thaf  ech  of  hem  had  his  parf  /  as  if  mighf  falls  /         1 6 
The  senf  he  in  to  cuntro  after  wise  knigbtes 
To  helpe  delen  his  londes  /  and  dressen  hem  to  rigbtos 
he  senf  hem  word  by  Wtrea  /  fey  echulden  hye  blyue 
yf  fey  wolde  speke  with  him  whil  he  was  on  lyne  /        20 

CANT.  TALES. — HABI.  K 
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H  Tho  (>e  knyghUfl  herden  /  ail:'  >er  he  lay 

hadde  fey  no  resto  no|)er  nig&f  ne  day 

Til  ))ey  comen  to  him  >er  be  lay  atille  / 

Oq  hia  def  bedde  ,  to  abyde  goddes  wille  24 

Jjan  fieyde  pe  goode  knighf  syt  fet  he  lay 

lotdes  I  jou  wame  for  soj  wifonte  nay 

I  may  no  lengere  lyuen  heer  in  fis  stonnde 

For  ])urgh  goddes  wille  def  d»weth  me  to  groande  28 

Ther  nas  non  of<  hem  alle  .  f>at<  herd  him  aright*  ^ 

JjaP  fey  hadden  reufe  oP  fat*  iike  knigfif 

And  seyde  eir  for  goddes  lone  ne  dismay  ^n  nought 

God  may  do  bot«  of  bale  fat  is  now  I-wronght  33 

H  Than  spak<  fe  goode  koighf  sik*  fer  he  lay 

Boote  of  bale  god  may  Eende  I  wof  it  is  no  nay 

But*  I  byaeke  30a  knijtes  for  fo  lone  oP  mo 

Gof  and  dressef  my  lond  among*  my  sones  fra  36 

And  sirea  for  fe  lone  of  god  delef  hem  nat  amya 

And  foTgetif  nat*  Gamelyn  my  jonge  sone  fat  is 

Takef  beed  to  fat  on  as  wel  as  to  fatf  ofet  iiM/m,ta^i 

Selde  je  see  ony  Eyr  helpeu  bis  brof<r  40 

IT  f 0  leetc  fey  fe  knigbt  lyen  fat  waa  nought  in  hele  / 

And  wenten  in  to  counseil  bis  londes  for  to  dele  / 

For  to  delen  bem  alle  /.  to  oon  fat*  was  her  fonglif 

And  for  Gamelyn  wax  jongesf  /  be  scbuld  hauo  iioujt      H 

Al  fe  lond  fat  fer  was  fey  dalten  it  in  two 

And  leoten  Gamelyn  fe  )'>nge  wifoute  lond  go 
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lohan  myn  «ldeste  Bone  /  bcIibI  hone  plowea  iyae 

That>  was  my  fodiee  heritage  nhil  he  was  on  lyue 

And  my  inyddeleate  sone  /  fyf"  plowea  of  lond 

Thaf  I  halp  fot  to  gete  wi^  my  ligbf  bond  £0 

And  si  myn  other  puichaa  /  of  londo«  and  leedea 

))af  I  bjque]>e  gamelyn  /  and  aUe  my  goods  steedes 

And  I  byseke  jow  goode  men  yaff  lawe  cotme  of<  lo&dii 

For  Gamelynes  loue  ^V  my  qaeete  atonde  64 

Thoa  dalte  )ie  kniglif  his  lond  by  hix  day 

Right*  on  his  daf  bed  /  sit  ^er  he  hty 

And  Bone  aftirward  he  lay  stoon  atille  / 

And  deyde  whan  tyme  com  /  as  it  was  cmtea  wille        68 

And  anon  oa  be  was  deed  and  vnder  gias  I-graue  / 

Sone  ^e  elder  bTo)Kr  gyled  fe  ;oiige  knaue 

Ho  took*  in  to  his  bond  /  hia  lond  as  his  loede 

And  Gamelyn  himselfe  /  to  dothon  and  to  feeds  72 

He  clothed  him  and  fed  him  yuol  and  eet  wio^ 

And  leef  his  londea  forfarc  and  his  bonaea  bo^ 

bia  parkes  and  his  woodea  /  and  dede  nolting"  wel 

And  ae^^en  he  if  aboughf  on  his  iaiie  fel  76 

So  longe  was  Gamelyn  in  hia  hro^rea  halle         [n»f»] 

For  ^e  atrengeaf  of  good  wil  ^y  doutiden  him  alle  / 

Jkt  was  non  |ier  Inne  now^r  ;oDg<  ne  olde 

That*  wolde  wra|)^e  Gamelyn  were  be  neuer  so  bolde  /     80 

Gamelyn  atood  on  a  day  in  bis  brof  eres  jeide 

And  bygan  wi^  hia  bond  to  handlen  hia  berde 

he  ^ughf  on  hia  londos  JiaP  layen  vnsave 

And  bis  Eaire  Okea  ))af  doun  were  I-draws  84 

hia  parkes  were  I-broken  /  and  bia  deer  byteeaed 

Of  alle  his  goode  ateedea  noon  was  him  bylened 

hia  howses  were  vnbiled  /  and  ful  ynel  dighfe' 

Tbo  ^nght«  Gamelyn  it  wento  noagbf  arigbt  88 

Afterward  cam  hjs  hioper  walkynge  ^are 

And  aeyde  to  Gamelyn  is  our  mete  jare  / 

Tbo  wralvliad  him  gamelyn  and  swor  by  goddes  book* 

Thou  acbalf  go  bake  fi  aelf  /  I  wil  non;t  be  ^  coot       92 
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how  broker  Gsmelyn  /  how  auswcrGsf  |k>u  now  / 

]iou  Bpako  neucr  such  a  word  as  )K>a  dost*  now  / 

Dy  my  f^tli  seyde  Gamclyn  now  me  J)inkc^  ncede  / 

Of"  idle  ^  hannes  paV  I  hauo  I  tok*  neuer  ar  heodo  96 

Jly  parkes  ben  tobroken  and  my  deer  byrened 

Of'  myn  armure  and  my  steodes  nought  is  me  bileued 

Al  faP  my  fader  me  byquaf  al  gof  to  schams  / 

And  fertoc  haue  })ou  goddes  curs  bro^  by  ^y  name      100 

Tlian  byspak*  hie  bru^  Jtat*  rape  was  of  raes  / 

Stond  stille  gadelyng*  /  and  hold  right  Jty  pees  / 

Thou  Bchalf  be  fayn  for  to  haue  fy  mete  and  fy  wede  / 

wliaf  epekesf  )iou  Gamclyn  of-  lond  oper  of  leede  104 

Thanne  seyde  Gamelyn  fe  child  fat  waa  ying* 

Cristea  curs  moti  he  haue  fat"  clepef  me  gadelyng< 

But"  bom  of  a  lady  and  geten  of  a  knigbt  108 

Nc  duTsI^  he  naf  to  Gamelyn  ner  a  footc  go 

But'  clcpido  to  him  his  men  and  scyde  to  hem  ^o 

Go))  and  bctcf)  pie  boy  and  leuef  him  his  wyt  / 

And  laf  him  loron  anoficr  tyme  to  answcrc  mo  bet         112 

Thanno  scjdo  fe  child  jonge  Gamelyn 

Cristea  curs  mot'  poM  liauo  brojicr  art*  )iou  myn 

And  if  I  sclial  algate  be  bcten  anon  (r«[rao,iiiei} 

Cristcs  curH  mof  })ou  haue  but*  fou  be  (laf  oon  116 

And  anon  his  brofer  in  fag"  grete  hete 

Made  )iis  men  to  fetto  sbtucs  Gamelyn  to  bete 
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Some  for  Gamelynos  loue  /  and  some  for  his  ejje  / 

Alle  ^y  drowe  by  haluea  //  ^o  he  gan  to  pleyje  / 

v\aSf  how  now  seyde  Gamclyn  euel  mot*  je  thee 

wil  je  bygynne  contet  and  bo  Bone  flee  /  132 

Gamelyn  soughf  his  bro^^  /  wbider  he  was  flowe 

And  saugh  wher  he  loked  ouf  /  at  a  wyndowe  / 

Bro)>er  sayde  Gamelyn  com  a  litel  net 

And  I  wil  teche  )ie  &  play  atte  bokeler  13G 

his  hio^r  him  answerde  and  swot  by  seynf  Rychcc 

whil  p6  pestel  is  in  ^in  hond  I  wil  come  no  neer 

Broker  I  wil  make  fy  pees  /  I  swere  by  cristea  ore 

Caaf  away  )»  peatel  and  wra^^  («  nomore  /  140 

I  mof  neede  Bayde  Gamolyn  wra^)>Q  me  af  oonefl 

For  thou  wolde  make  fy  men  to  hreke  myne  booncs 

Ne  had  I  hadde  mayn  and  might'  in  myn  armes 

To  haue  I-put  hem  fro  me  he  wolde  Iiaue  do  me  harmes    144 

Gamelyn  sayde  his  brojier  be  yon  noughf  WTof 

For  to  Been  ]w  haue  harm  it  were  me  r^ht^  lop 

I  ne  dide  it  noujf  brofer  buf  for  a  fondyng' 

For  to  loken  or  ^ou  were  strong*  and  art*  so  ying*  148 

Com  a  doun  )>&□  to  me  and  graunte  me  my  bone 

Ofi  yinff  I  wil  ^  aske  /  and  we  echul  saughte  sons 

Doun  yan  cam  his  bro|)er  pat'  fykil  was  and  feUe 

And  was  swijie  sore  agasf  of  po  peetelle  152 

he  seyde  broker  Gamelyn  aske  me  py  boone        iinftij 

And  loke  ])oa  me  blame  but*  I  gmtmte  sons 

Thanne  seyde  Gamelyn  bn>))er  I-wya 

And  we  schnlle  ben  at  ood  )>oa  mosf  me  gniunte  pis     156 

Al  pat'  my  fader  me  byquath  whil  he  was  on  lyne  / 

)X>u  most*  do  me  it  haue  }if>  wo  schul  naf  stryue  / 

That*  schalt*  pou  haue  Gamelyn  I  swere  by  criates  ore 

Al  pat<  pi  fader  the  byquap  pough  pou  woldesf  haue  moro  IGO 

Thy  lond  pat  lyp  layo  ful  wel  it  schal  be  sowe 

And  pyn  howses  reysed  vp  pat  ben  loyd  so  lowe 

ThuB  seyde  p'  kiiighf  to  Gamelyn  wip  mowthe  / 

And  pousht"  eok"  of  falsnes  /  as  he  wel  coupe  /  164 
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The  kiaff  ^ongbf  oa  tnaoun  I  uid  Gamel/it  on  aooa 
And  wtaV  and  kirt  his  bro^  /  and  wInn  ^ejr  were  kt  ooa 
Alias  ]onge  Gamelyn  do^i^  lie  Be  wiate  / 
wi^  which  a  false  tresoun  his  hto^er  hm  kiate  /  1&3 

Ll^th  and  le^tnep  and  holde^  jour  tonge 
And  jp  Bchul  heere  talkyng"  oP  Gameljm  fe  yonge 
Ther  was  (itr  Ijysiden  cryed  a  wraatlyng" 
And  \ertoT  fiet  was  sett«  vp  a  Ram  and  a  Ryng*  172 

And  Gamelyu  was  in  good  wil/  to  wende  ^rto  / 
For  to  preuen  his  mights  what*  be  cow^  do 
liro^r  seyde  Gamelyn  by  eeynt  Ricbei 
Tliou  most*  lene  me  to  ny]t>  //  a  litel  Couraer  176 

That'  is  freisch  to  the  spore  on  for  to  ryde 
I  mosf  on  an  Erande  a  Iit«l  her  byside 
By  god  Beyd  his  brother  of  eteedes  in  my  stalle 
Go  and  chese  fe  fe  hesf  and  spare  non  oP  alle  180 

(IP  Bteeiles  or  oP  course  ^at  etonden  hem  bisyde 
And  tel  me  goode  bro^r  whider  Jwu  wolt  lyda 
%  her  byeide  broker  is  cryed  a  wraatlyng' 
And  \eAor  schal  be  set*  vp  ^  Kam  and  a  Ryng*  181 

Mocho  worscliip  it  were  broffr  to  va  allu 
Mights  I  ^e  Ram  and  ^  Ryng*  bryng<  home  to  ^is  lialle 
A  eteeJo  fer  was  sadeled  amertely  and  skeef 
Gamelyn  did  a  paii-e  spores  fasf  on  his  feef  188 

ho  get"  his  fijof  in  styrop  /  )«  Bt«ede  he  bystrood 
Anil  toward  [le  wrastelyng*  |)e  jonge  child  rood 
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Alias  Beyde  ^ia  Frnnkeleyn  ^at*  eum  was  I  bore 

For  tweye  stalwor])e  soacs  /  I  wene  ^at  I  haue  lore 

A  Champiouft  is  in  f e  place  /  faV  hajj  I-wrought  me  sorwe 

For  he  haf  alayn  my  two  sones  /  but*  iP  god  hem  borwe  /  204 

I  wold  jeue  ten  pound  by  ibu  criBf  and  more 

wif  ^e  nonea  I  fand  a  man  to  bandil  him  sore 

Goode  man  seyUe  Ganielyn  wilf  [)ou  ivel  doon 

hold  myn  hors  whil  my  man  diawej)  of  my  aclioon  ■      208 

And  help  my  man  to  kepe  my  clo^  and  my  Bf«e<le  / 

And  I  wil  in  to  plac«  go  /  to  loke  if  I  may  speede  / 

By  god  aayde  fa  Frankeleyn  anon  it  schal  be  doon 

I  wil  my  selP  be  fy  man  /  ami  drawen  of"  fy  echoon     212 

And  wende  f  ou  in  to  fio  place  J  ihii  tnaf  (le  apeede  / 

And  dcede  not  of'  fy  clofea  nor  of  fy  goode  steede  / 

BArfoof  and  vngerf  ,  Gamelyn  in  cam 
Alio  fat  weren  in  >e  place  heede  oP  him  fey  nam    216 
how  he  durst'  auntre  him  of  him  to  doun  hia  mighf 
That^  waa  so  doughty  champioun  in  wraatlyng"  and  in  fighf 
vp  Bterte  fie  Champioun  raply  tind  anoon 
Toward  jonge  Gamelyn  /  ho  bigon  to  goon  220 

And  sayde  who  is  fy  fadur  ami  who  ta  }y  aire 
For  aofe  fou  art"  a  gref  fool  faf  (lou  como  hire 
Gamelyn  anawerde  fe  champioun  tho 
Jkju  knuwe  wel  my  fader  /  whil  he  coufe  go  224 

whiles  he  waa  on  lyue  /  by  aeinf  martjn 
Sir  lohQ  oP  Bouiidys  was  his  name  and  I  gamelyn 
Felaw  seyde  fe  champioun  al  so  mot  I  fryue 
I  knew  wpI  (>y  fader  whil  he  was  on  lyue  228 

And  fiaelf-  Gamelyn  I  wit  faf  Jion  if  heero         [(.»f  wj 
whil  pou  were  a  jong*  boy  a  moche  schrewe  fou  were 
fan  aoyde  Gamelyn  and  swor  by  c/'iates  ore 
Now  I  am  older  woxe  foil  achalf  me  fynd  a  more  232 

By  god  saydo  fie  Cham[iioMn  welcome  mote  fou  be 
Come  fou  ones  in  myn  bond  schalf  fou  neuer  fe 
If  waa  wel  wifinne  fe  nighf  and  fe  moone  selion 
whan  Oamdyn  and  f  e  Champio/m  to-gider  gon  to  goon   236 


auGP  A. 

'  I'f  ^^wniti*^  suiiiL  ^sIIh  uul  ';^u.  "'"«  jutm.  ms  b^ 
TjAime  mppla  I-iimiti~n.  ai  ^  OucnniMiL 

T^uw  sicm:  ad  «4<ie  TdOBL  m  k  3u  if  mvat 

■j^  tZi!^  %.E:iii9^iii<9:v^  ii!Kiii>w9£EtiiiL»ir«^  344 
A2ii  Jui^  "■ -n  ;□.  ^  'ji£:  syi^  ^  ^  ejc«s  SMokr 
A^i  ^KTV  oia  >:□.  E3l  }c  ^  a  ^ke  oak' 
T-.^T-Tn  ie^'id  ijaaiio^^  BustLy  jai:oiL 
isfioL  It  l«  iuiu^  foe  a  «adr  ce  £ile>  tx  looa  .  24d 

Br  :p-A  m-ji^  rh.i---i.nitn  wiu!^  ^  i£  bew 
Lf  ^fU  cTjCL^a  oDiea  Li  fa.  hiuii  Kbul  bie  oe^a  fee 
Tliaa  MT'i.^  ^  Fra&kdiiTB    )«t  %dd  ^  naes  fen 
BlfaHtiil  be  ^jQ  ^km«Ijn.  foE  eccc  fira  boce  vok  353 

Vcif.  Frrnkkra  Kjd  to  \^  ChaoipiMnd'  his  ftDadkija  nun 
T>>u  M  7011^  GuofljTL  )u  ui^Lie  fe  Jk  [^7«  LT* 

Aji^JD  uiawi^ri  the  Chunpiown  ^  liked  no  fing*  vd 


hb  in  a  li^  maj iter  and  bu  pl«j  U  rijt'  fefi 
Kif  I  wraxtleil  ftntf  /  it  ia  I-go  fol  joie 
But  t  WM  Dr>taeie  my  Ij^  handled  ao  eoie 
fi^miAjn  niKf-l  in  ^  place  allone  wi^nte  serir 
Aiul  M^yil  if'  )i^r  he  mij'  mo  la^  hem  come  to  werk* 
'\)>i:  Ch3Ki[ii'i«n  y,iV  ptjyned  him  towerke  bo  ton 
If  iH;m(;)i  hy  liiH  continaunee  ^t  he  wil  nomore 
jilnce  /  Btood  as  atilte  aa  atooa  ' 


356 
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Tho  seyde  fe  Champiotin  so  broulc  I  my  sweere 

be  is  a  fool  ^f  ^r  of  bey e^  /  ^ou  sellest^  it  so  deere 

Tho  sayde  )«  Ftankeleyn  f&V  was  in  moche  core 

F«law  lie  seyde  /  why  kkkeaf  )iou  his  wore  /  276 

By  Beynt^  lame  in  Galys  fhV  many  man  haji  sougKf 

^t^  it  is  to  good  cheep  fat  fou  hast^  I-bought^ 

Tho  ^at^  vardeynea  were  of  p&V  vrBatIyag< 

Come  and  bronghto  Gamelyn  ^  Kam  and  )»  Ryng*       280 

And  seyden  haue  Qamelyn  )ie  Kyng<  and  fe  Bam 

For  ye  best  wtaateler  )iaf  euer  here  cam  ' 

Thus  wan  Oamelyn  ))e  Eam  and  )>e  Byng< 

And  wente  wi)i  moche  ioye  home  in  J>e  momyng*  281 

His  bto)»er  seih  wher  he  cam  with  fe  grete  rowte  / 

And  bad  schitte  ))a  gate  and  holdo  him  wi^oute 

The  porter  of  his  lord  was  ful  sore  sgnsf 

And  storf  anon  to  fie  gate  and  lokked  it  fast  288 

NOw  lithe^  and  lestne^  bojie  jong'  and  oldo 
And  je  schul  heere  gamen  of  Gamely  n  pe  bolde 
Gamelyn  com  ferio  for  to  haue  comen  lu  . 
And  ]ianne  was  it  I-scheP  foste  wi^  a  pyn  292 

Than  seyde  Gamelyn  porter  vndo  )ie  yate 
For  many  good  mannes  sone  stonde))  yer-ate 
Than  answerd  fe  porter  and  swor  by  goddes  herd 
Thow  ne  schalf  Gamelyn  come  in  to  ))is  jerde  296 

How  lixt"  sayde  Gamelyn  so  browke  I  my  chyn 
he  smof  Je  wykef  wif  his  foot"  and  brak"  awey  f  e  pyn 
The  porter  seyh  ^o  it  might*  no  better  be 
Ho  aette  foot*  on  etf>e  he  bigan  to  flee  300 

By  my  fai))  seyde  Gamelyn  [laf  trauail  is  I-lore 
For  I  am  of*  foot  as  li^t  as  fon  ^Qg5  ^n  hoddest  aworo 
Gamelyn  onertook'  ^  porter  and  his  teene  wrak* 
And  gerP  him  in  fe  nekke  fat  fe  bon  tobrak*  30  i 

And  took*  him  by  faif  oon  aim  and  ))rew  him  in  a  w.Ik'  ('/-  o>l 
Seuen  fadmen  it  was  deep  .  as  I  hane  herd  telle  / 
whan  Gamelyn  ^o  yonge  |)us  hadde  pleyd  his  play 
AU«  y&V  in  Je  jerde  were  drewcn  hem  a  way  308 
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p6j  dredden  him  ful  sore  foi  werkes  Jut  he  wrDl^ts 

And  for  ^e  faire  corapaDy  ^af  be  ^ider  broaghte 

Oameljn  jede  to  fe  gate  /  and  leef  it  vp  wyde 

be  leef  in  alk  maner  men  ^t  gon  ui  wold  or  ijde         312 

And  aeyde  je  be  welcome  wi)>outeii  en;  greeue  / 

For  we  wiln  be  maiaties  heer  /  and  aeke  no  man  )eae  / 

Jestirday  I  lefte  /  aeyde  ^nge  Gamelyn  * 

In  my  brofier  Seller  .v.  tonne  of  wyn  316 

I  wil  nof  Jiat  ^is  compatgnye  parten  a-twynne  / 

And  je  wil  doon  after  me  while  eny  eope  is  Jirynne 

And  if  my  brojier  gnicche  or  make  foul  cheere  319 

0)ier  for  epenee  of  mete  or  drynk*  |)af  we  apenden  heere  / 

I  am  oure  catour  /  and  bere  oure  allei  pun  / 

be  schal  baue  for  his  gruccbyng*  seinf  manes  curs 

My  brofer  is  a  ny^^un  /  I  awer  by  criatea  ore 

And  we  wil  spende  largely  paV  he  hafi  spared  }ote  /       324 

And  who  fat  make))  gmcchyng'  /  J«t?  we  here  dwelle 

he  Bchal  to  ^  porter  in  to  ]w  draw-welle 

vij,  dayes  and  .vjj.  nygbf  Gamelyn  held  his  festa 

with  mochemyrfi  and  Bolaa/jiaf  washer  and  no  cheete/  328 

In  a  litel  toret  his  brother  lay  I-eteke 

And  sey  hem  wasten  his  good  baf  dnref  ha  uol^  Bpeke 

£rly  on  a  momyng"  on  ^e  viijr  day 

The  gcetcs  come  to  Gamelyn  and  volde  gon  here  way  332 

Lordes  Reyde  Gamelyn  /  wil  )e  so  bye 

Al  Jw  wyn  is  nof  jef  y-dronke  so  brouk"  I  myn  ye 
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Al  fe  whil  fint'  Gamelyn  hoeld  liia  mangcrye 

Ilia  LroJjtT  fougKf  on  him  be  wreko  /  wi{i  his  treeolierie 

Tho  Gamelyna  gestos  were  riUon  and  I-goon 

Gamelyn  Btood  allone  frcndos  bad  he  noon  34S 

Tho  after  ful  aoone  wi|iinnc  n  litol  stoundo 

Gamelyn  was  I-tako  and  ful  ha,rd  I-bounda 

Forf  cnm  pa  fala  knighf  out"  of"  ^e  scllcer 

To  Gamelyn  hin  brofer  he  ^ede  fill  noer  362 

And  aaydo  to  Gamolyn  who  luado  fe  §o  bold 

I'or  to  etroye  my  sUior  of*  myn  houahold 

Brofer  eeydo  Gamelyn  wrajifo  Jo  rifflif  noujP 

For  it  is  many  day  I-gon  sifi^n  it  was  bou^f  556 

For  broker  (lou  hosP  I-had  by  seynf  richer 

Of"  XV.  plowes  of  loud  f  ia  .*vj.  pt 

And  of  alle  ^o  bccstcs  Jou  hoHL''  for))  bred 

That  my  fnder  me  biquath  on  his  dcth  bed  3lI0 

Of'  al  fia  XV}.  jeer  I  jeue  fo  fe  prow 

For  }ie  meto  and  fo  drynt  |)af  we  hauc  spendcd  now  / 

Thaiine  aeydc  ^e  fals  knyjf  eual  mot  he  the 

Herkne  brofer  Gamelyn  whoP  I  wol  jeue  )w  361 

For  of  my  body  brofier  getvii  h«ir  haue  I  noon 

I  wil  make  )ie  myn  heir  I  swere  by  aeint'  lohfl 

Far  ma  foy  aayd  Gamelyn  and  if  it  so  be 

And  poa  )ienke  as  ^u  soysf  god  ;e]de  if  )ie  .168 

No  fing-  wiate  Gamelyn  of  his  brofe^s  gyle 

Thorfoio  he  him  bigyted  in  a  litol  while 

Gamelyn  aeyde  he  o  thing/  I  fe  telle 

Tho  Jjon  J>rewe  my  porter  in  fe  draw-welle  372 

t  swor  in  )at<  wrajje  and  in  ^V  grete  moof 

Thuf  ^u  aohuldesl'  be  bonnde  bo|>e  hand  and  foot 

Therfore  I  }o  biaeche  brother  Ciamel}-n 

Lutf  me  nought'  be  forsworn  brojier  arV  (rou  myn  376 

laf  me  bynde  fe  now  hope  hand  and  feef 

For  to  bolde  myn  avow  as  I  |>e  biheet 

Brojwr  rayde  Gamelyn  aUo  mot  I  pn 

Thou  schalf  not^  be  forsworen  for  pv  louo  of'  mo  380 
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Tho  made  fey  Gamelyn  to  aitte  tnigfif  lie  naf  sloiiile     I'^u/in] 

Til  fey  had  him  bounile  bofie  foot'  and  hoiiile  / 

The  fols  knight*  hia  brof  er  of  Garoelyn  nas  tigost* 

And  sent*  aftir  feteres  to  feteren  him  fnaf  384 

Hie  brofer  inaiie  lesyngea  ou  him  for  he  stood 

And  told  hem  fat"  eomea  In.  JjaP  Gamelyn  wks  wood 

Gamelyn  stood  to  a  poaf  boundcn  in  fe  hallo  / 

Tho  fat?  coroan  in  per  loked  on  him  alle  /  388 

Buer  atood  Gamelyn  euen  vpright" 

But*  mete  ne  drynfc"  had  he  non  neijjw  day  ne  night 

Than  seyde  Gamelyn  brofior  by  myn  hala 

Now  I  haue  asiiied  fou  art*  a  paHy  fala  /  392 

had  I  wist"  fat*  treaoun  faf  fou  haddcaf  y-foande 

I  wolde  haue  jeue  f  e  strokes  or  I  had  be  bojtndc  / 

Gamelyn  stood  bonndcn  stiUe  aa  ony  atoon- 

Two  dayea  and  two  nightea  mete  had  ho  noon  39G 

Thanno  aeyde  Gamelyn  (jat  stood  y-bownde  stronge  / 

Adam  Spencer  me  finkf  I  faate  to  longs 

Adam  Spencer  now  I  byseehe  fe 

For  fe  tnocbel  loue  my  fader  loued  fa/  400 

yP  fou  may  come  to  fe  keyea  lesa  me  out  of  bond 

And  I  wil  parte  vif  fe  of  my  free  lond 

Tbonne  seyde  ailam  faf  was  f o  Spencer 

I  hano  Bcmed  fy  hrofer  f  ia  xvj.  jeer  404 

If'  I  leete  J»e  goon  ouf  of  his  hour 

he  wolde  eay  afterward  I  wore  a  traytoHc 

Adam  aayde  Gamelyn  ao  brouk"  I  myn  hala 

fon  acholic  fyndo  my  brofor  atte  laate  fala  408 

TherFor  brofer  adam  louse  me  oul^  of  bond 

And  I  wil  parte  wif  fe  of*  my  free  lond 

vp  awich  a  forward  aeyde  adam  I-wya 

I  wil  do  )vrto  al  fat'  in  me  ia  412 

Adnra  aeyde  Gamelyn  al  ao  mot^  I  fe 

I  wol  hold  fc  couenawnt'  and  fou  wil  me 

Anon  OS  adamoa  lord  to  bed<lo  waa  I^joon 

Adam  took*  fe  keyes  and  Ictt'  gamelyn  ouf  anoon  41G 
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He  vnlokked  G.iniplyn  1)o|)e  lianJ  aiid  feel? 

In  hope  of"  auaunceraoMf  faf  he  him  bjlieeP 

Than  Eeyde  Gamelyn  jjanlted  be  goddea  sonde 

Now  I  am  looacd  bofie  iooV  and  honda  / 

had  I  now  eton  and  dronlten  aright 

Ther  is  noon  in  fis  hous  schukle  bynde  me  fi 

Adam  took*  Gamclyn  aa  etille  as  ony  stonn 

And  lodde  him  into  apcnce  rapely  and  anon 

And  sette  him  to  soper  right*  in  a  priue  stedo 

bo  bad  him  do  gladly  and  Gamelyn  bo  dede 

Anon  as  gamelyn  haddo  eten  wel  &  fyn 

And  (lerto  y-dronke  wel  of  fie  tcJe  wyn  428 

Adam  seyde  Gamelyn  what  ia  now  ^y  reed 

wlier  I  go  to  ray  brofer  and  girdc  of  hia  heed 

Oamelyn  seyde  adam  it  schal  not'  be  so 

I  can  teche  {le  a  rood  faf  is  worf  (le  two  432 

I  wof  wel  for  aojie  (fflP  fis  is  no  nay 

we  sohul  haue  a  mangery  right*  on  sonday 

Ahhotea  and  pn'onrs  many  heer  Bchal  be 

And  o[ier  nicn  of  holy  chicche  as  I  tello  fe  /  436 

ThoH'  Behalf  stoude  vp  hy  {«  post"  as  fou  were  hond-fast/ 

And  t  sclial  leuo  hem  vnloke  awey  [)ou  may  hem  cnaf 

whan  faf  fey  haue  et«n  and  waisschen  here  hondea 

Thou  BchalP  hiseko  horn  alle  to  Ijryng  ])q  out  of  bouJi 

And  if  fey  wiilc  horwe  fo  faf  were  good  game 

Then  were  Jion  out  of  prisoun  and  I  ouf  of  blamo 

And  if  euerich  of  hem  say  vnto  va  nay 

I  Bchal  do  anojjer  I  swere  by  fia  day 

Thou  Bchalt'  haue  a  good  ataf  nnd  I  wil  haue  anoft 

And  criBtea  curs  haue  faf  oon  fat^  failefi  faf  opet 

Je  for  godo  saydc  Gamelyn  I  sny  it  for  me 

If"  I  fayle  on  my  aydo  yuel  mot  I  po 

If  we  schul  algato  assoile  hom  of"  hero  aynne 

wame  mo  brofor  ad«m  whan  I  schal  bygynne 

Gamelyn  aeyde  ad«m  by  aeynte  charite 

I  wil  warae  fe  byforn  wlian  fat  if  schul  bo 


440 
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whan  I  twynk*  on  ^e  loke  for  to  goon 

And  cast'  swey  ]ie  tetene  and  com  to  me  anoon* 

Adam  seide  Gamelyn  blessed  be  fy  bones 

Thai'  ia  a  good  counseil  ^euyng*  for  ]>e  nones  496 

If  fey  wcrne  me  ^anne  to  brynge  me  oof  of>  bendea  [im/m] 

I  wol  setto  goode  strokes  righf  on  here  lendee 

Tho  )»e  aonday  was  I-come  and  felt  to  fe  feste  / 

Faire  poy  were  welcomed  bo)>e  lesf  and  mesto  460 

And  eup.r  as  pey  atte  halle/  dore  comen  In' 

They  caste  ^eii  eye  on  }onge  Gamelyn 

The  fala  knight  his  brojwr  ful  of*  trechery 

AUb  }e  geates  ))af  )i«r  wet  atte  mangery  464 

Of  Gamelyn  his  brofi^  he  tolde  hem  with  mon^e 

Al  ^e  hann  and  ^e  achame  ^at  he  tolls  oou^ 

Tho  fey  were  serued  Of*  messes  too  ofer  Jreo 

Than  seyde  Gamelyn  how  seme  }e  me  468 

If  is  nou;f  wel  seined  by  god  )iat  al  made 

That"  I  aytte  faatyng*  and  ofer  men  make  glade 

The  fals  knighf  his  bio|»«r  ^et  faif  he  stood 

Tolde  alle  his  gestea  ^at  Gamelyn  waa  wood  473 

And  Gamelyn  stood  stills  and  anawerde  nougfif 

But  adamea  wordes  he  held  in  his  fought  / 

Tho  Gamelyn  gan  speke  dolfully  wif  alle  / 

To  fie  grete  lordea  ^at  aaton  in  ^e  halle  476 

lordea  he  seyde  for  eristes  pasaioun 

helpe^  brynge  Gamelyn  out*  of"  prisoun 
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Ow .  seyde  Gamelyn  so  brouk'  I  my  boa 

ITow  I  bane  aspyed  ^V  fieendee  haua  I  non 

Cursed  mot  be  wor))e  bo^  fieiacb  and  blood 

Thaf  euer  do  Pr/onr  or  abbot  ony  good  492 

Adam  fe  Sponcer  took*  vp  Jie  eldp 

And  loked  on  Gamelyn  and  say  ^aif  ha  vaa  wr^tb 

Adnm  on  Jm  pantrye  litel  he  fougbt  /  [i«(^m.»«c*] 

But^  tuo  goods  stauea  to  haH  dore  he  broojt  '49G 

Adam  loked  on  Gamelyn  and  he  was  war  onoon 

And  cosf  awey  ^  fetores  and  he  bigan  to  goon 

Tho  he  com  to  adam  be  took-  ^af  oo  staP 

And  bygan  to  -worche  and  goode  strokes  jaf  BOO 

Garoelyn  cam  into  ^  halle  and  ^  spencer  bo^e 

And  loked  hem  aboiite  as  ^y  bad  be  wro^ 

Gameljn  sprenge^  holywater  wi])  an  Oken  apiTS  ./ 

Tbat<  some  fiaf  stoods  vprighf  fel  in  ]ie  fire  504 

Ther  was  no  lewede  man  ^at*  in  ^e  holle  stood 

That*  wolde  do  Gamelyn  eny  fmff  but"  good 

Buf  stood  besyde  and  leef  hem  bo))e  werche 

For  fey  badde  no  rewfe  oP  men  ofi  holy  cherche  608 

Abbot*  or  prioui  monk*  or  Chnnoun 

Thai?  Gamelyn  ouertok*  anon  ^y  jeeden  doun 

Ther  was  non  of  hem  alia  faf  wifi  his  staf  mette 

Thaf  ha  made  him  oiier))rowe  and  quyf  him  his  dette    fil2 

Gamelyn  seyde  adam  for  aeynte  charit« 

Fay  large  lyuerey  for  )«  loue  of*  me 

And  I  wil  kepe  fe  dore  so  euer  here  I  masse  / 

Et  fey  ben  assoyled  fere  schan  noon  paase  616 

Dowf  Jw  noughf  aeyde  Gamelyn  whil  we  ben  in  feere 

kep  fon  wal  fe  dore  /  and  I  wol  werche  beere 

Stere  fe  good  adam  and  lat  fer  noon  flee 

And  we  scbnl  telle  largely  how  many  for  be  820 

Gamelyn  seyde  adam  do  hem  but  good 

)>ey  bea  men  of  holy  chirche  /  draw  of  hem  no  blood 

Sane  wel  fe  croune  and  do  hem  non  hannes 

Bnt  biek<  bofe  her  Icgges  and  aiffen  here  armes  624 


whan  I  twynk*  on  fe  loke  for 
And  cast*  awey  f  e  tateree  and 
Adam  seide  Gamelyn  hlessad  lie 
Thaf  is  a  good  coiinseil  jeuyogi  for  ^1 
If  Jiey  wcrne  me  Jianne  to  hrynge  mo 
I  wol  sette  goode  strokes  right' 
Till)  ffl  fionday  was  l-come  and  fo!k'  to 
Faire  fiey  were  welcomed  bojie  losf  iinJ 
And  eiip.r  as  fey  atte  halle/  dore  conwr. 
They  caste  feir  eye  on  joiige  G8mo!\  i 
The  fala  knighf  his  brofer  iul  of  tic  ; 
Alle  Jje  geBt«s  faP  fer  wer  atte  ninngi' . 
OP  Gamelyn  liis  brofw  lie  tolde  hem  ■ 
Al  ^e  harm  and  fe  schame  ^at  he  t<>ll 
Tho  fey  were  serued  Of*  mcsaea  tun  . 
Than  sejde  Gamelyn  how  seme  je  in' 
If  IB  noHjt^  wel  flerued  by  god  f-at  al  i 
Thaf  I  sytle  fnalyng"  and  ofer  men  i. 
The  fals  knighf  hia  brojiei"  |jer  fnf  In 
Tolde  alle  his  geates  [lat  (ia.melyn  wi 
And  Gamelyn  stood  stille  and  answril 
But  adames  wordes  he  helil  in  his  fmi- 
Tho  Gamelyn  gan  speke  dt>lfully  wif  iil 
To  fe  grel«  lordea  faf  saten  in  ft>  halle 
lordea  he  seyde  for  cristes  passioun 
helpef  brytige  Gamelyn  onf  of-  prisoun 
Than  seyde  an  abbof  Borwe  on  hia  rli> 
he  achal  baue  criates  curs  and  soyDtc  in 
Thaf  fe  ouf  of'  priaoim  beggefi  ofcr  li..' 
But  euer  worlhe  hem  wul  p:\V  dof  fu  rii 
After  ^af  abbot  |)an  spak"  auo^cr 
I  wold  fin  heed  were  of-  fougb  fou  w. . 
Alle  faP  fe  borwe  /  foule  mot  hem  fm ; 
Thus  fey  aeyde  alle  ^af  were  in  fe  I1..1; 
Than  seyde  a  pnour  yuel  mot  he  fryi;i 
It"  is  moehe  akafe  boy  ^atf  Jwu  atP  im 
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Thus  Gamclyn  and  adam  wrouglite  right;'  fasf 

And  pleyden  yfip  )>e  monkcs  and  made  hem  agast* 

Thider  pey  come  rydyng"  iolily  v'lp  swaynes 

And  hom  ^en  Jmy  were  I-lad  in  cartea  and  in  ymynem    538 

Tho  Jioy  hadden  al  y-don  )>an  seyde  a  gny  frare 

Alias  sire  ahbot*  what*  dide  we  now  heere 

Tlio  fiaf  coraen  hider  it  was  a  cold  reed 

V8  hadde  ben  better  af  home  wi^  water  and  breed  532 

Whil  Gamelyn  made  ordres  of  monlces  and  frere  /      itt^ftfj 

Euer  stood  his  brojier  and  made  foul  cheie  / 

Gamelyn  vp  wi^  bia  staf*  f&tf  he  wel  knew 

And  gert/  him  in  fe  nekkc  fhtf  be  onerjrrew  536 

Alitel  aboue  |ie  gudol  pB  Riggebon  tobaist/ 

And  setto  him  in  |)e  feteres  fwr  he  saf  aisf 

Silte  J>er  brojwr  aayde  Gamelyn- 

For  to  colyn  fy  blood  as  I  dide  myn  640 

As  swijie  as  {ley  hadde  /  I-wroken  bem  on  heie  foon 

They  askeden  watir  and  wisschen  anoon. 

what*  some  for  here  loue  and  some  for  ave  / 

Alle  f)e  BCTnant^  senied  hem  of  )»  beste  lawe  /  644 

The  scherreue  vaa  fiennes  but*  a  fyoe  myle 

And  al  waa  y-told  him  in  a  htel  while 

How  Gamelyn  and  adam  had  doon  a  sory  rees 

Bonnden  and  I-wonnded  men  a^ein  pe  kinges  pees         648 

Tho  bigan  sone  strifi  for  to  wake  / 

And  pe  schenef'  aboute  Gamelyn  for  to  take  / 
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The  porter  hadde  byholtle  hem  a  litei  while  / 

he  loued  vel  OatDelyn  and  was  adrad  of  gyle 

And  leeV  pe  vykeif  atonden  y-ateke  f ul  stylle 

And  asked  hem  wi^ute  whaf  waa  here  wille  564 

For  al  Jra  grete  company  ))anne  apak*  but  oon 

Vndo  pB  gate  porter  and  lat  vs  in  goon 

Than  aeyde  pe  porter  ao  brouke  I  my  chjm 

}e  scbul  aey  jour  erand  er  je  comen  In  668 

Sey  to  Gamelyn  and  adam  if'  here  wille  be 

we  wil  speke  wi}i  hem  woides  two  or  ^re 

Felaw  aeyde  fe  porter  stond  l^ere  atille  Omifw.batkj 

And  I  wil  wende  to  Gamelyn  to  witon  hia  wille  S72 

In  went  Jw  porter  to  Gamelyn  anoon 

And  aeyde  sir  I  wame  jou  her  ben  come  }our  foon 

The  scherrenes  meyne  ben  atte  gate  / 

For  to  take  }ou  bo)ie  achul  jo  na  akape  /  67S 

Porter  aeyde  Gamelyn  so  moot  I  wel  po  / 

I  wil  allowe  )«  )iy  wordes  whan  I  my  tyme  se 

Go  agayn  to  pe  jate  and  dwel  wi^  hem  a  while 

And  ]k)U  schalf  se  righf  aone  porter  a  gyle  680 

Adam  aayde  Gamelyn  looke  fe  to  goon 

we  haue  foomen  atte  gate  and  frendes  netier  oon 

It^  ben  pB  achinefea  men  ))af  hider  ben  I-come  / 

They  ben  swore  to-gidere  |>af  we  schul  be  nome  /  684 

Gamelyn  aeyde  adnm  hye  pe  righf  blyue  / 

And  if  I  faile  )>e  ))is  day  euel  mof  I  ))ryue 

And  we  schul  so  welcome  pe  scherreues  men 

Thaf  aom  of"  hem  schul  make  here  beddes  in  Jw  den     588 

Atte  posteme  gBt«  Gamelyn  out  went*  / 

And  a  good  cart  etaf  in  his  hand  be  hente 

Adam  hente  aone  anofier  gret"  staf" 

For  to  helpe  Gamelyn  and  goods  strokes  jaf  593 

Adam  felde  tweyne  and  Gamelyn  felde  pm 

The  oper  setten  feef^  on  erpe  aad  bygonne  fle 

whaf  aeyde  adam  ao  euer  here  I  maaae 

I  haue  a  dranghf  of  good  wyn  /  drynlc  er  je  passe  /     696 

C4KT.  TALES. — BARL. 
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Xay  by  god  «yde  ^y     ^y  drynk*  it  not*  good 

It^  wolde  make  mmnnes  brayn  to  lien  in  bis  hood 

Cvamelyn  BUx^d  ttille  and  loked  him  aboute 

And  Foih  \v  etdienvue  come  with  a  gretP  nnile  /  ^/qq 

Adam  »rydo  Gamclyn  whaf  be  now  fj  reedea 

Here  com^  fo  acheireae  and  wil  bane  oore  heedea 

Adam  cnyde  Gamclyn  my  reed  is  now  fu 

Abide  wo  no  longer  Icsr  we  fiue  amys  ^q^ 

I  rede  ^C  we  to  wode  goon  ar  ^  we  be  fbuiide 

Better  i«  ra  )^r  looe  ^n  in  town  y-boonde  / 

Adnm  took*  by  fe  bond  )onge  Gamelyn 

Ar^l  Miprich  of  hem  tuo  drank*  a  dnoght*  of  wjn  *        SOS 

Aud  afl/^r  toc'k'  her  coiirwn  and  wenten  her  way        V^^rm} 

Tii'f  V'ud  pe  acheneue  neeV  but  non  ay 

TV  •/  hi^rf'W-  lighte  a-domi  and  went*  in  to  ^  haUe  / 

Afi'\  f'md  ^  loni  y-foterp»l  fa«te  wi^  alle'  SI  8 

Til"  ^^h'-mrun  mf'-Urffyl  him  tone  and  fat*  anoon 

j\i}f\  MTil'  aft*T  a  U^h':  U*  h*-U  hh  rigge  boon 

IKt^  wp  nr/w  pit  f*l»  kuis^.v,  lyen  in  his  caie 
J  And  ifdko  wc  of-  Gain^9r&  ^eA  loke  how  he  fare  SIS 
r;nfri'I.vii  ill  t/i  |H-  wrivl#;  *lA:i^5A  Jififle 
;\i,d  n/I//fn  pi'  Sjpenwr  I'u*:/*.  i.,  p:> 
y\(K/in  ftwor  to  (fftTfi'fJvfi  ^7  ^yuV  J:>h':r 
Now  r  w**  it*  i«  roery  t//  ^/-  \  ''*.;/^,r^r  620 

'I'lmt  If^iHT  mf!  wfre  /  k*r;i^«  f^r  v,  Ur-i  / 
'CliHii  walkon  in  |>w  ^'^^*'  »vW/^  my  r;lollio«  to  tore  ' 

Many  K'"^'  i"ftn"®«  ^^**^'^  "'  '-*'*'  »*  '  bron^jhr  624 

Am^Nw  (»ry  Hf'OOilo  talkyn;r  ^^'^^^  »^»  ^'T'j  / 

Ai|//iri  li'^ril  Ulkyn^^of  m^nand  u^jh  hi/A  |»on-lit^  fei  were 

J  Un  /iumrlyri  vnrlor  |^e  wckkIc  Jok^.J  viyhv 

,,|   H  oi.-.  oP  }ofi^'«  incn  he  «aii-h  w-J  4  .|i;;ht'  G23 

Alh;r..((*.  Mlh'ffM'UjcompasahoiiU./ 

/■  .i.,M  ..  y.h-  ^i..ni'-Iyn  now  bane  wo  no  ^lout/. 

'  ..,,,  ..,.,„,.|i.  iin(lclrynk^H^n»'""^''*'^i;'ht  632 

■■I '   I'  / '      I 
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Adam  lokede  fo  mdei  vroode  bowj 

And  whan  he  seyh  mete  he  was  glad  j^nongtl 

For  he  bopede  to  god  for  to  liaue  his  deel 

And  he  waa  sore  aloDged  after  a  good  meel  CSG 

As  he  soyde  y&tf  word  fe  mayster  outlawe 

Saugh  Gamelyn  and  adani  vnder  voode  schawe  / 

Jonge  men  seyde  fie  maiater  by  f«  gooderoode 

I  am  war  of  geates  /  god  send  vb  non  but  gooda  640 

Jondet  ben  too  jonge  men  wonder  wel  adigfif 

And  pamnenture  }iei  ben  mo  /  who-ao  loked  aright 

Ariae^  vp  ya  jonge  men  and  fette^  hem  to  me  / 

If  ia  good  Jmt  we  witen  whaf  men  fey  bee  /  6H 

Vp  [ler  at«rten  eeuene  /  fro  fe  dynor 

And  metten  with  Gamelyn  and  adam  Spenser 

whan  ))ey  were  neyh  hem  ^a  eeyde  ^at  oon         [im/n.tnctj 

Jeldeth  vp  jonge  men  jour  bovres  and  }onr  floon  '  648 

Thanne  aeyde  Gamelyn  frat  yong"  was  of*  elde 

Moche  sorwo  mot  he  hauc  fiaf  to  ;ou  hem  jeldc  ,' 

I  curse  non  ofer  but*  right*  my  aelue 

pey  je  fette  to  }ow  fyue  ^anne  je  be  twelue  /  603 

Tho  ^y  herde  by  his  wurd  }ni?  might  was  in  hie  arm 

Ther  was  non  of*  hem  alle  /  ^f  wolde  do  him  harm  . 

But*  sayd  vnto  gamelyn  myldely  and  atillo 

Com  afore  onr  maister  and  sey  to  him  fj  wille  C56 

yonge  men  sayde  Gamelyn  by  jonr  lewte 

whaf  man  is  }6nr  maister  [laf  je  m}  be 

Alle  [ley  anawerde  wijioute  lesyng< 

Onre  maiater  is  I-crouned  of"  outlawea  kyng"  GCO 

Adam  seyde  Gamelyn  gowe  in  cristes  name  / 

he  may  neyjwr  mete  ne  drynk"  werne  vs  for  schame  / 

IP  f  af  he  be  heende  and  come  of  gentil  blood 

he  wol  }eue  vs  mete  an  drynk<  and  doon  va  aom  good     6G-1 

By  Kynf  lame  seyd  adam  /  whaf  harm  faV  I  gete  / 

I  wil  aantre  to  pe  dore  ^t  I  hadde  mete 

Gamelyn  and  adam  wente  for^  in  fcere 

And  ^y  grette  ^  maister  fwf  |iey  founde  fiere  668 
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Than  aeide  )»  muster  kyug"  of"  outlawea 

what*  seeke  ja  jonge  men  vnder  woode  scbawea 

Gamelyn  answerde  )ra  kyi^  wi)i  his  croaue  / 

he  moste  needes  walke  in  woode  [laf  may  not  waike  in  towno/ 

Sire  we  walks  not  heer  noon  hana  for  to  do  C73 

Buf  {{•  we  meet«  vifi  a  deer  to  scheete  ]wrto  / 

As  men  paff  ben  hnngr;  and  mow  no  mete  fynde 

And  ben  haide  bjslad  vnder  woode  lynde  C7C 

Of*  Gameljnes  wordes  )w  maister  hadde  ron)>e  / 

And  seyde  je  schal  haue  jnoiigh  haue  god  my  troufw  / 

he  bad  hem  sitte  Jier  adoun  for  to  take  reate  /    n  ma  tt"! 

And  bad  hem  >ete  and  drynke  and  ^f  of  pe  beate  /     680 

As  fey  sete  and  eeten  and  dronke  wd  and  fyn  • 

Than  eeyd  fa.if  oon  to  Jiat*  ojtet  /  |>iB  is  Gamelyn . 

Tho  was  pe  maistet  ontlawe  in  to  counseil  nome 

And  told  how  it  was  Gamelyn  faf  )iider  was  I-coroe  /  684 

Anon  as  he  herde  how  it  was  biftdle  [infm 

he  made  him  mainter  vndet  him  onei  hem  alle  / 

wi^  Jra  Jfridde  wyke  him  com  tydyng* 

To  fe  maister  outlswe  ))at  ^  was  her  kyng*  688 

Tliat^  be  achulde  come  hom  his  pees  was  l-mode 

And  of-  {tat'  goode  tydyng*  he  was  ))0  ful  glad 

Tlio  seyde  he  to  bis  ^nge  men  eof  for  to  telle  / 

He  ben  comcn  tydynges  I  may  no  lenger  dwelle  /  692 

Tho  was  Gamelyn  anon  wifoute  taryyng* 

Mnde  maister  outlawe  and  crouned  her  kjng* 
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H  whan  f«7  had  him  founde  on  knees  fej  heu  setto  / 

And  a-doun  wif  here  hood  and  here  lord  grette  / 

Sire  vniffa  }ou  nought*  for  f%  goode  ixiode  / 

For  we  hane  brougbt;'  90a  tyd ynges  bnf  {w;  be  nat  goode  708 

Now  is  {ly  bro]>er  echeneue  and  ha))  Jie  boillye 

And  he  ha^  endited  ^  and  woluea-heed  do))  ]«  cri'e 

^  Alias  seyde  Gamelyn  ^B.tf  euer  I  was  so  slak* 

J)at  I  ne  hadde  broke  his  nekke  fo  hia  Kigge  bmk'        712 

Qo^  grete])  hem  wel  myn  honshondes  and  wyf 

I'wol  ben  atte  nexte  schire  haue  god  my  lyf 

Oamelyu  came  wel  redy  to  fe  nexte  schire/ 

And  fiet  was  hia  bro))er  hopo  lord  and  sire  /  ?1G 

Gamelyn  com  boldelych  in  to  ))e  moof  halle 

And  pnt  a  doun  his  hood  among*  ^e  lordea  alle 

God  saue  jou  alls  lordynges  fai/  now  here  be 

But*  firokebak*  Scheneue  etiel  mof  [ndu  ^  /  7*20 

why  haat'  {wu  do  me  p&V  schame  and  vilonye  / 

For  to  late  endit«  me  and  wolnesheed  me  crye 

Tho  fionglif )»  fals  knight  for  to  ben  awreke        [feo/n,  tioi] 

And  leet^  take  Gamelyn  most*  he  nomore  epeke  724 

Mighf  ^r  be  nomore  grace  but  Gameljrn  atte  lasf 

was  cast*  in  to  prisoun  and  fetered  ful  fasf 

Gamelyn  ha]i  a  bro^  {laf  highte  sir  Ote 

Aa  good  a  knighf  and  heende  as  mighte  gon  on  foote    728 

Anon  )ier  jede  a  measager  to  paV  goode  knight 

And  told  him  altogidere  how  Gamelyn  was  dighf 

Anon  as  dre  Ote  herde  how  Gamelyn  was  a  dighf 

he  was  wonder  sory  was  he  no  ^ing*  light  732 

And  leet^  sadle  a  st«ede  and  ^e  way  he  nam 

And  to  hia  tweyne  brefieren  anon  right*  he  cam 

Sire  seyde  sire  Ote  to  )ie  scherreue  ]fo  / 

we  ben  bnf  thre  hreferen  schui  we  nener  be  mo  736 

And  jKto  hasf  y-pnaoned  Jre  best>  of*  ya  alle  / 

Swicb  ano))er  bro)«r  ynel  mot*  him  bi&lle 

Sire  Ote  seide  fe  fale  kuighf  laf  be  ^i  curs  / 

Uy  god  for  fy  woi'des  he  schal  fare  |w  wurs  740 
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To  ya  kynges  priaoun  anon  he  is  y-nome 

And  )>er  he  schol  abyde  tU  Jw  Instice  come  / 

Par  de  seyde  bit  Ote  better  it  schal  be 

I  bidde  him  to  maympm  faV  )ioa  grannf  him  me        744 

Til  ^  nexte  sittyng*  of  delynerannce 

And  tiainiie  hif  Gameljn  etande  to  his  channce 

Brofier  in  awich  a  forthward  I  take  him  to  the  / 

And  by  fi  fader  soule  paif  J»  b^af  and  me  748 

Bnf  if  he  be  redy  whan  ^  Instice  dtte  / 

Thon  schalf  here  fe  Inggement  foi  al  fi  grete  witto 

I  grannte  wel  seide  sir  Ote  ))Bb  if  so  be 

Lef  delyuer  him  anon  and  tak"  him  to  me  /  7S2 

Tho  was  Gamelyn  delynered  to  sire  Ote  his  brofer 

And  [iBf  uighf  dwclleden  )iat  on  wif  t>at  o^ 

On  fe  mom  seyde  Gamelyn  to  sir  Ote  fe  heende 

Bro|)er  he  seide  I  moot"  /  forsothe  fro  fe  wende  756 

To  loke  how  my  jonge  men  leden  here  lyf" 

whether  fey  lyuen  in  loie  or  elles  in  sttyf 

By  god  seyde  aire  Ote  /  ]>at  is  a  cold  reed   - 

Vow  I  see  |)at  al  |)e  cark*  schall  fallen  on  myn  heed       760 

For  whan  fe  Justice  sitte  and  ^u  be  noughts  I-tounde ' 

I  Bchal  anon  be  take  and  in  fiy  stede  I-bonnde  /         ['m'NI 

Brojier  sayde  Gamelyn  dismaye  ^  nought 

For  by  seiut  lame  in  gales  ^sf  many  man  ha))  souf^    764 

If  f  al?  god  almighty  hold  my  !yf  and  witt 

I  wil  be  ^r  rcdy  whan  fe  Justice  aitt 

Than  seido  eir  Otn  tn  Gamelyn  god  acliilJc  be  fro  sulia 


Ai'ptiNuix  TO  GROUi'  A.    U;iuii:LiN.    Harleiaa  7334.    151 

They  tolden  him  of  auenturea  fat  fey  hndJe  founde  / 

And  Gkunelyn  hem  tolde  ajein  how  he  woa  fnaf  I-bounde 

whil  GanielyE  was  outlawed  had  he  no  core 

There  waa  no  mail  faf  for  him  ferde  fe  wore  780 

But*  ahbotes  and  prioiira  monk'  and  Chanoun 

On  hem  leEf  he  tio  f  ing*  whan  be  mighP  bom  nom 

whil  Gamelyn  and  his  me  a  made  metfes  ryne 

The  fals  knighP  his  brofer  yuel  mof  he  firyue  /  784 

For  he  was  faaf  about*  bof  e  day  and  of  er 

For  to  byre  fe  quest*  to  hangen  hia  brofer 

Garoelyn  stood  on  a  day  and  as  be  biheeld 

The  woodes  and  fa  achawes  iu  pe  wilile  feeld  788 

ho  foughf  on  his  brofer  how  he  bim  beboet* 

Tbaf  he  wolde  bo  redy  wlian  fe  Justice  sect 

he  Jjoughte  wel  fat  he  wolde  wifouto  delay 

Come  afore  fe  lustice  to  kepen  hw  Jay  792 

And  seide  to  his  jonge  men  diglite)  jou  )are  / 

For  whan  fe  lustice  aitt"  we  mooto  be  fare  / 

For  I  am  vnder  borwe  til  fat*  I  come  / 

And  my  brofet  for  me  to  priswin  schal  be  nome  /  796 

By  sejnt'  lame  seyda  his  jonge  men  and  fou  rede  fcdfl 

Ordeyne  how  it  echal  be  and  it  schal  be  do  / 

whil  Gamelyn  was  coroyng"  fer  fe  lustice  sat/ 

The  fals  kniglif  hia  brof^j-  forjat'  Ue  nat*  f af  [(«/■(»,  ftonj  800 

To  hiiyre  fe  men  on  his  quest"  to  hangen  his  brofer 

Though  he  hadde  uoughP  faf  oon  he  wolde  hane  faf  ofrv 

Tho  cam  Gamelyn  fro  vnder  woode  Kys 

And  broughte  wif  him  /  hia  jonge  men  of  prya  804 

H  I  ae  wel  aeyde  Onnielyn  fe  lustice  la  aelte 

Go  afom  ad«m  and  loke  how  it  siiette  / 

Aduni  wcDf  ill  to  fe  halle  and  loked  al  a)>oute 

he  Bcyh  fere  atondu  lordea  gret  and  stoute  /  808 

And  sir  Ote  his  brofer  fetered  wel  faaP 

|)o  wenf  adiim  ouf  oP  halle  as  ba  were  agasP 

Adum  said  to  Gamelyn  and  to  his  felaws  alld 

Sic  Ote  atauf  I-fetvred  in  fe  luoof  halle  812 
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Jonge  men  seide  Gsmelyn  pia  ^b  heeren  liHe 

Sir  Ote  etanf  I-futared  in  f>e  moot  halle 

IP  God  jiP  V8  grace  wel  for  to  doo 

]ie  Bcbtd  if  abegge  paff  brongbte  ^ertoo  816 

Thanne  aajde  adam  )iat  lokkes  hadde  bore  / 

OiiBUs  core  laoetf  he  haue  pt,V  him  bond  so  sore 

And  {)ou  wilt'  Oamelyn  do  aft«i  my  red 

Tber  ia  noou  in  |ie  halle  achal  here  a-wey  his  heed  820 

Adam  seyde  Gauelyn  we  vilne  noughts  don  m  / 

we  wil  alee  ]«  gUtyP  and  Uf  fe  ofwr  go 

I  wil  in  to  )ie  halle  /and  wiji  f%  lustice  speke  / 

On  hem  )iaf  hen  gultyP  I  wil  ben  a-wreke  824 

laf  non  skape  at  fe  dore  take  ymga  men  jeme  / 

For  I  wil  be  Justice  |)is  day  domes  to  deme 

God  spede  me  ^  day  at  my  newe  werk* 

Adam  com  on  if I'th  me  /  for  |K>a  Bcballf  he  my  olerk^     828 

His  men  answeieden  him  and  had  him  doon  hia  besf 

And  if  t>ou  to  vs  hane  neede  ]K>n  scbalf  fynde  ts  presto 

we  viln  stande  with  ^  whil  ^t  we  may  dare 

And  hnt  we  werke  manly  pay  ts  non  hare  /  832 

yongs  men  seyde  Gamelyn  so  mot>  I  wel  ^ 

As  trusty  a  maister  je  edial  fynde  of  me  / 

Bigbf  pere  fo  justice  sal'  in  )ie  halle 

In  wente  Gamelyn  amonges  hem  alle  836 

IT  Gamelyn  leet/  vnfetere  his  bro|>er  onf  of  beende 

Thanne  seyde  sir  Ote  bis  bro^  pair  was  beende     [n^M] 
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Tho  luatice  ssf  stille  and  rooa  nougLf  uuoou 

And  Gamelyn  cleuede  liia  clieeko  boon 

Gamelyn  took*  him  in  his  arm  and  no  more  spak* 

Buf  frew  him  ouer  |>e  barre  and  Iub  arm  tobraki  853 

Durate  non  to  Gamelyn  aeye  but*  good 

For  fared  of"  fe  company  pat  wifoute  stood 

Gamelyn  sette  bim  duun  in  }ie  lusticos  sete  / 

And  Hire  Ote  bis  brofer  by  him  /  and  adam  at  his  feet'  8DC 

whan  Gamelyn  was  I-aet^  in  pe  lusticcB  sete 

lierknej)  oP  a  bonrde  ^at  Gamelyn  dede  / 

he  leef  fetre  fe  lustiee  and  his  fals  brojier 

And  dede  hem  come  to  fe  barre  f aP  oon  wip  faf  offr    8tt0 

Tho  Gamelyn  hadde  pus  y-doon  liad  he  no  rest 

Til  he  had  enquered  who  was  on  |ie  quest' 

For  to  deme  hia  brojiiw-  sir  Ote  for  to  honge  / 

Er  he  wistu  which  fey  were  he  puughto  fill  longe  864 

But  as  Gone  as  Gamelyn  wiste  wher  pey  were 

he  dede  hem  euerichone  fetore  in  feere  / 

And  bringen  hem  to  pe  barre  and  sette  hem  in  rcwe  / 

By  my  faip  seyde  pe  luatice  pe  Stlierreue  is  a  schrewo  8G8 

Than  sejde  Gamelyn  to  po  lustisa 

Thou  haaf  y-jeue  domes  oP  pe  wors  assise 

And  pe  .xij.  sisours  paP  wereu  of  pe  queste  / 

They  Bchul  ben  hanged  pis  day  so  haue  I  reste  872 

Thanue  seide  pe  scheireue  to  ;onge  Gamelyn  ' 

Lord  I  crie  fe  mercy  broprr  art'  pou  mj-n 

Therfore  seyde  Gamely  haue  pou  cnatea  cuts 

For  and  pou  were  maister  jit  I  schulde  Iiuue  wore  [V7o.it]  876 

For  to  make  schorf  talo  and  noujt'  to  tarie  longe 

he  ordeynod  him  a  queate  of  his  men  bo  strongo 

The  luatice  and  pe  echerreuo  bope  honged  hyo 

To  weyuen  wip  ropes  and  wip  pe  wjnd  drye 

And  pe  .xij.  sisoura  sorwe  haue  paf  rekke 

AUe  pey  were  hanged  faate  by  pe  nekke  / 

Thus  ended  po  fals  knigBf  wip  hia  troocherie 

That'  euer  hail  I-lad  hig  lyf  in  fulanes  and  folye 
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He  waa  hanged  by  ye  nek}  and  noiijt-  by  fie  purs 

That*  waa  fe  meeda  {laf  lie  had  for  his  fadres  curs 

Sir  Ote  was  eldest*  and  Gamolyn  waa  )ing< 

^y  wenten  wi|i  here  freeadea  enen  to  ^e  kyng<  888 

They  made  pees  wijt  J>o  kyng"  of  ^  beef  assise 

The  kyng*  loucd  we]  sir  Ote  and  made  him  loatise 

And  after  fo  kyng*  made  Gamelyn  bo)>c  in  EaV  and  west 

Chef  Insticc  of-  al  his  fre  foresf  893 

AUe  his  wighte  jonge  men  Jio  kyng"  forjaf"  here  gilf 

And  sittheu  in  good  odico  pe  kyng*  hem  hnth  I-pilf 

Thus  wan  Gatnelyn  hia  loud  and  hiu  lecde  895 

And  wralr  him  of'  his  eneinya  and  qnyf  hem  here  meedo 

And  Hire  Oti!  his  bro^  made  him  his  heir 

And  siffen  wedded  Gnmelyn)  a  wyP  hope  good  and  feyr 

Tliey  lyuoden  to-gidere  /  whil  fat  criaf  wolde 

And  sijien  was  Gomclyn  grauen  vndar  molds  9I>0 

And  80  aolial  we  alls  may  fer  no  man  Be 

God  bryng'  va  to  fe  loye  faf  euet  echal  be  /  A  W  E  N 

[77ie  rest  of  ike  ^age,  eleven  lines,  is  blank  in  the  ifS] 
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GROUP  B.    (FRAGMENT  II.) 

§  1.    MAN  OF  LAW'S  HEAD-LINK. 
HAALEIAH  US.  7334  (Wntieh  Museum). 


Owre  Hoste  sawR  fat?  fm  brighte  sonne  ["••j 

The  orke  of"  liia  artiflciaL  tlay  hafi  I-roiine 
The  fourfc  parf  of  half  an  hour  and  more  / 
Aiid  fough  he  were  naf  depe  in  lore 
liii  wisf  it  waa  fe  firettonfio  day 
Of"  opril  fat'  ia  meosanger  to  may 
And  sawe  wel  fat^  fe  schade  oP  euery  tree 
waa  in  fe  lengthe  fe  same  q»autit« 
Thaf  waa  fe  bociy  erecte  f af  caused  it 
And  fci-fore  by  fc  sohadwe  he  took"  his  wiP 
That*  Phebua  which  f  af  echoon  bo  fair  and  bright' 
Degrees  waa  .xlv.  clombo  on  higBf 
And  for  fnf  day  as  in  fat*  latitude 
Hit'  was  ten  of*  fe  clokke  he  gan  conclude  / 
And  sodeynly  he  plighf  his  hors  abuute 

LOrdyiigos  qitod  he  I  wame  jou  al  {»  route 
The  fourfc  party  of  fia  day  is  goon 
Now  for  fc  loue  oP  god  and  oP  sciuf  Ion 
leaef  no  tyme  as  forfe  as  je  may 
lorJyiigoa  fe  tyme  paasef  nighf  and  day 
And  stoHJ)  fro  vs  whaf  pryuoly  slepyng' 
And  what*  furgB  necligenoe  in  oure  wnkyng" 
As  dof  fe  strecm  fat"  tomef  nouer  agayn 
Descendyng"  fro  fe  mouuteyn  in  to  pluyn 
wel  can  aenek'  and  many  philosopher 
Bywaylen  tyme  more  fan  gold  in  cofro 
For  Insae  of"  catel  may  I'ocouercd  be  / 
But'  losae  of  tytne  achendeth  v«  qiwd  he 


J 


130  SIX-TBXT 

156  oboupB.  §1.  HAN  OF  law's  HBAD-uNE.  HuleiaQ  7334. 

II?  wil  naf  come  agayn  wlfoute  dreile 

Xomora  ^an  wol  malkyna  maydenliede 

whan  ache  had  lost;'  it  in  hir  wantownesse  / 

\tV  TB  naf  mowlen  ))ub  in  ydelneBse  32 

Sir  man  of*  lave  qiiod  he  so  haue  je  blisae 
Telle  TS  a  tale  anon  as  forward  ys 
ie  be  submitted  jturgti  our  fre  assent/ 
To  atoudcu  in  fila  cas  aV  my  luggement  36 

AcqayteJ)  )ow  and  holde)i  jonre  bybeete  / 
Than  bane  je  doon  joar  denoor  atte  lest« 

HOst'  quod  be  depordeux  I  asaenf  [mr^,  *t^1 

To  bieke  forward  ia  naf  myn  entent/  40 

Bybeste  la  dette  and  I  vol  holde  fayn 
Al  my  byhesf  I  can  no  better  aayn 
For  such  lawe  as  a  man  ^uetb  anojwr  wighf 
he  Bchold  bim  selue  vaen  bif  by  ligKf  4i 

Thus  wol  oure  text*  hot  na^lea  certeyn 
I  can  right?  now  non  o))er  tale  seyn 
Thaf  Chancci  fey  he  can  but^  lewedly 
On  metres  and  on  Bymyng<  certeynly  18 

Ua))  seyd  hem  in  aacb  engliach  aa  be  can 
Of  olde  tyme  as  knowef  many  man 
And  ;if<  he  baue  noujf  sayd  hem  leene  brother 
In  0  bok*  be  ha|)  seyd  hem  in  anofer  62 

Tor  he  bap  told  of*  loueis  vp  and  doun 
Moo  fan  Ovide  made  of"  mencioan 
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The  tree  of*  pbilles  for  liir  demephon 

The  pleynt*  of"  Dyane  and  of"  Ermyon 

Of!  Adrian  and  of*  ysyphilee 

The  barren  yle  8tondyng<  in  ])e  see  /  08 

The  dreynf  leandei*  for  hir  Erro 

The  teeres  of*  Eleyn  and  eek*  ])o  woo 

Of*  bryxseyde  and  of*  Icdomia 

The  cruelte  ofi  fe  queen  Medea  72 

The  litel  children  hangyng^  by  pe  hals 

For  ))ilke  lason  ))ati*  was  ofi  loue  so  fals 

0  ype^mystre  penollope  and  alceste  / 

^ure  wyfhood  he  comendeth  vrip  fe  beste  7G 

But*  certeynly  no  worde  write))  be  r'*"/7Ji 

Of*  ))ilke  wikked  ensamplo  of*  Canace 

That*  loued  hir  owen  brofor  synfully 

On  whiche  corsed  stories  I  seye  fy  80 

Or  elles  of  Tyro  appoloneus 

how  )>at*  pe  cursed  kyng*  Anteochus 

Byreft*  his  doughter  of*  hir  niaydonhedo 

That*  is  so  horrible  a  tale  as  man  may  roedo  84 

whan  he  hir  f  rew  vpon  f e  pamont* 

And  ^rfore  he  of*  f ul  auysement 

wolde  neuer  wryte  in  non  of*  his  sermouns 

Of*  such  vnkynde  abhominacio7nis  88 

Ne  I  wol  non  reherse  if*  paV  I  may 

But*  of*  my  tale  how  schal  I  do  p'lB  day 

Me  were  loth  to  be  lykned  douteles  / 

To  muses  )>at  men  clepen  Pyerides  02 

Methamorphoseos  wot*  what*  I  mene 

But*  na]»ele8  I  recche  nat  a  bene 

They  I  come  after  him  with  hawo-bake  / 

1  speke  in  prose^  and  let*  him  rymes  make  OG 
And  wi)>  ^t*  word  he  wip  a  sobre  cheere 

Bygan  his  tale  as  je  schal  after  heere    II  Explictt*  prohyjpin 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
^  Was  MfiUhe  first  meant  for  the  Man  of  Zaw  1 
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lOfl 


[The  Proem] 

incipif  fabula  / 

0   Hateful  harm  condiciofi  of*  pouerf    lonitafni  99 
wlf  pwteV  irip  cold  vip  honger  bo  confoundyd 
To  aekeu  help  it  schame^  in  fiin  hert 
If'  )k)u  non  aske  wi)i  neede  so  art  ^u  noandyd 
That*  vemy  iieede  Tnwrappe))  al  fy  woundes  hyd 
Maugre  ))yn  lieed  fiou  moat^  for  Indigence 
Oi  stele  or  begge  or  borwe  ^y  dispenca  105 


Thow  blunest  mat  and  seyaf  ful  bitterly 
he  mya  dep&rte))  richea  temponl 
And  fyn  neyhebour  fou  wytes  eynfully 
And  seyst*  Jiou  baBt*  to  lit«l  and  be  ha|i  al 
Parfay  eeystow  som  tyme  he  rekne  scbal 
vhan  f&V  his  tAyl  schal  brennen  in  fie  gleede 
For  ho  nonghf  belpe)>  ^  needful  in  his  neede 

HEtkne))  whaf  is  ^e  seatena  of<  ^  wyse 
Bet'  is  to  dye  pan  baue  indigence 
Thy  selue  neyghebour  wol  p6  deepyse  [itaf 

If*  fou  be  pore  far  wol  Jiy  leuerence 

)et<  of*  ))e  wyse  man  tak  ^ia  sent«nce 


ya  seeko  land  and  see  for  jour  wytinyngea 

As  wyae  folk*  aa  je  knows  alle  faatatca 

OP  regnea  /  je  be  fadres  of  tydjngea 

Of*  tales  bo)ie  of"  poes  and  of*  detatea  / 

I  were  right*  now  of*  tales  deaolat 

Nere  pat"  a  marcliawut'  gon  aijjfen  many  a  jere 

Ale  taug!if  a  tab  whlub  je  schal  aftar  he«re 


I 
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[27<e  Tcde] 


IN  Sunie  dwelled  Trliilom  a  compuiye    [<>vn,u]     134 
Of  Chapmen  riche  Emd  ^erto  sad  and  trewe 
'riiaf  wyde  where  senf  her  spycere 
Clo^  of  gold  aud  satyn  rich  of  hewe  / 
her  chaffivr  tras  bo  )riftj  aud  so  newa 
TliaP  euery  wighf  had  deynte  to  chafTore 
wiji  hem  and  eek*  to  sclle  horn  of  hero  ware  / 


137 


140 


Now  fel  if  >af  >e  mayatres  of  >af  sort* 
han  Bchapen  hem  to  Rome  foe  to  Tcnde 
were  it  for  chapmaiihode  or  for  diaporf 
Xou  o))er  message  nolde  )iey  ^Ider  aende  / 
Buf  came  hemself  to  Rome  ^ia  is  ^  ende 
And  in  such  place  /aa  ^ugtf  hem  aaanntage 
For  here  eutenf  )iey  tooke  her  herbtugage 


141 


Soioumed  naue  ^ese  raarchaunt)  in  }e  bran 
A  certeyn  tyme  as  fel  to  here  pleBannoe 
Bnf  80  bifoll  ^f  Excellent  tenonn 
Of  )ienip«rouree  doughter  darae  Cuataunce 
Reported  was  with  euery  ciicumataunoa 


WM 
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ICI                 H 

la  hire  is  bye  iMwte  «-i{ioutc  prj-da 

'  H 

Jowfe  wifoute  greflied  or  folye 

■ 

To  alio  here  werkes  vertu  is  hire  gydo  / 

■ 

hurableSBo  haf  slajtie  in  liir  tyrrannye  / 

165                  ^B 

Sche  is  niyrour  of"  alie  curtesye  / 

■ 

hir  herto  is  vcmy  cliambre  oP  Ii3lyiie8ae 

■ 

Iiir  bond  mynistre  of"  i'tedom  and  almesae 

168                   ^B 

And  al  piB  Toys  ia  80>  aa  god  is  trowe 

1G9                   ^H 

Buf  now  to  purpoa  lef  va  tumo  ajeiii 

■ 

These  raarchantj  liaue  don  fraughf  here  achippes  uewe  /                           ^| 

And  whan  fey  haue  jtia  Llisfnl  m^yde  seyn  ■ 

H 

Home  to  Sun«y  be  fey  wenf  a^ein  / 

■ 

And  doon  here  needea  as  fey  haae  don  jore 

■ 

And  Ijuen  in  wele  I  can  30U  say  110  moi^  / 

■ 

Now  fel  iP  paP  feae  marchaMJit}  stooden  in  grace  / 

■ 

OP  him  faf  was  fo  Smnlan  of-  Surrye 

■ 

For  whan  fey  come  fro  eny  Btraiiiige  place  / 

■ 

he  wolde  of-  his  benigne  ciirteayo 

179                    ^1 

Make  hern  good  chcre  and  busily  aspye 

■ 

Tydyngea  of"  aondry  r^-nea  for  to  lere/ 

■ 

The  wordea  fnf  fey  mighto  aeen  and  heero  / 

H 

Among'  ofer  fingea  specially 

183 

Thaf  fia  Sowdau  haf  caugnp  so  gref  plesfi^mce 

186 

To  haue  hir  figure  in  hia  remcmbraunce 

And  al  hia  lusf  and  al  hia  besy  euro 

was  for  to  loue  hir  whiles  hia  lyf-  may  dure 

189 

I  ar  auentute  in  filke  Inige  booke  / 

190 

which  faf  ia  clejied  fo  heuen  I-writa  was      r'"i"*. '"-'] 

wif  aterree  wlian  faf  ha  his  burfe  took-- 

Thaf  he  for  loue  achulde  hnue  his  def  alias  / 

193 
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For  in  fa  sterres  clerere  fien  is  glas  / 

Ii  HTjtien  god  woof  who-so  Gow))e  it  rede 

The  4c^  of<  eueiy  man  wi^uten  dredo  1 96 


I 


IB  sterres  many  a  wyntet  fet  byfore 
was  write  ^  de^  of  Ector  and  Acliilles  / 
Of"  Pompe  luliua  er  fey  were  I-bore  / 
Hie  Btryf  of  Thebea  and  of-  Ercnles  / 
Of  Sampson  Tumiu  and  of  Socrates 
Tlie  def  bnf  menues  wittea  ben  bo  dulle  / 
Tbaf  DO  wigKf  can  wel  rede  it  af  pe  fuUe 


Tbia  sowdan  for  hia  pryae  counaeil  aenf  204 

And  acbortly  of  fis  mater  for  to  pace  / 

he  haji  to  hem  declared  hU  entent 

And  aeyd  hem  oertoyn  but<  be  niighf  haue  grace  /         207 

To  haue  Conetance  wi^inne  a  litel  space 

lie  uas  but*  deed  end  charged  hem  in  hyje 

To  Bchapen  for  hia  lyf  som  remedye  210 

Dynerse  men  dyiiera  fiaget  seyde  211 

The  BigumonteB  costen  vp  and  doan 

Many  a  aubtyl  lesoun  forji  fey  leyden 

They  apekyn  of  magike  and  of  ambusioun  214 

I)af  finally  as  in  conclueiotm 
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1C3 

And  liB  answerdo  rajier  fan  I  l*«e 

a25 

Constance  I  wol  be  cristen  doutelos  / 

I  moot"  be  heres  I  may  nou  ope  r  cheese  / 

I  pray  )ou  haldeth  jour  argiuneatH  in  pees  / 

228 

Sauep  my  lyP  and  l>e(>  naV  recheles  /                    UffU] 

Go|)  gete>  hire  fat  Iiaf  my  lyP  in  cufe  / 

Fur  in  Jia  wo  I  may  uo  lenget  dure  / 

231 

AVhaf  neede>  gretter  dilatacioan 

233 

I  say  by  tretys  and  ambassatryo 

And  by  J?e  popea  mediacioiin 

And  al  pa  chirche  and  al  [le  chyutilryo  / 

235 

TliaP  in  destruccioun  of'  raawmetryo 

And  in  encresae  of-  criatea  lawe  deera  / 

They  ban  anordid  as  jc  snhal  after  heere/ 

238 

How  p&V  fe  Soudan  and  hia  baronage 

239 

And  alie  hia  lieges  schidd  I-cryatned  be  / 

And  he  schal  baue  Constance  in  niariage/ 

And  certeyn  gold  I  nof  whaf  qiiantite 

2*2 

And  perfore  founden  fey  auiEMiifci  aeuttfl 

This  same  acord  was  sworn  on  euery  eyde/ 

245 

^ow  wolde  Bora  men  wayt«n  as  I  gesse 

246 

That*  I  schulde  tellen  al  Jie  puruyaunce  / 

Thaf  (leniiw^iui'  of  his  gref  noblesse  / 

Haf  Bcbupen  for  his  doughter  dame  Conatautice  / 

24a 

wbI  may  men  knowe  Jiaf  bo  greP  ordynaance 

May  no  man  telle  in  so  litel  a  clanae  / 

As  was  arrayed  for  so  high  a  cause  / 

252 

Bisschops  ben  schapen  with  hir  for  to  wende 

253 

lordea  ladyes  and  knigbtes  of  renoun 

And  o(ior  tolk"  yiiowe  Jiia  pis  in  }e  bikIh 

And  noteficd  is  f  iirgh  out  Jie  tonn 

256 

138  aix-TBZT 

164   sboupB.    $  S.   mix  0 


law's  tale.   HTleim  7334. 


Thkf  eoerjr  wi^f  wi^  gief  denodoun 
Sclmlde  pieje  crist  ^t'  be  ^is  tnanaga 
Recejne  in  gree  and  spede  ^  viaga 

The  day  is  coiue  ot'  hire  depvtjngi 
I  say  ^  woful  day  paV  ^n  is  coma 
Thaf  y«c  may  be  no  lenget  tanyyng' 
Buf  forjrewaid  ^y  dreeae  hem  alle  Sc  some  / 
CoMBtance  ^f  yntii  aarwe  ia  onercoma 
Ful  pale  ahsf  and  diesse^  hii  to  wende  / 
For  wel  aclie  sangb  ^r  uas  noa  o^  ende 

Alias  whaf  wonder  is  it/  ^ngb  sche  wepte  [im/t4,  i^ 

Huf  acbal  be  sent?  to  stmoiige  nadoun 

Fro  freendca  jnV  ao  tenderly  hii  kept«  / 

And  to  be  bonnde  vndnt  sabieccioun 

OF'  oon  ache  knew  naf  bis  condicioun 

Housbondes  ben  al  goode  and  ban  be  jore 

Thaf  knowen  wyfee  I  dar  any  no  more  / 


Fader  acne  seid  ))y  wrecched  child  Coataimce 
Thy  ^onge  doughter  foetred  rp  so  softe  / 
And  je  my  niooder  my  sonerayn  plesaunce 
Oner  al  Jiing*  oataken  crist  on  lofte/ 
Constaunce  jonr  child  hir  recomaundeth  ofte 
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I  trowe  af  Tioye  whan  Firrus  bnk<  ^  wal  2S8 

Or  yleon  )>af  brand  Thebes  ])e  Citee 

Ne  af  Kome  for  ^  hanne  |)iirgfi  lianibal 

Thaf  Bomayns  Ilbii  venquysahed  tymes  fn  291 

Nas  herd  such  tender  wepyng*  for  pite 

As  in  pe  Chambur  was  for  hir  paityngi 

Bnf  for])  ache  moof  whe^er  ube  weep  or  syng  29 1 

0  firste  meuyug*  crael  firmament  295 

viUi  ^i  diurnal  ewough  faV  crowdesf  ay 

And  hnileef  al  fro  Esl^  to  Occident 

Thaf  naturally  wold  bold  ano^er  way  298 

Ihyn  ciowdyng<  aette  ye  heuen  in  auch  array 

Af  ]>e  bygynnyng*  of*  )>ts  fiara  yiage 

That*  cruel  marcj  hup  slayn  ^is  marriage  301 

Infortnnat  ascendent  tortuoua  302 

Of  which  ^e  lordee  helples  &lle  alias 

Oui^  of  his  angle  in  to  ^  derkesf  hous 

0 .  Mari)  attire  as  in  ^is  caaa  ['tafn]        305 

0  fable  moons  vnhappy  been  ^i  paas  / 

Thou  knetteat  pe  per  ^u  arf  naf  raceyaed 

Ther  pen  were  wel  fro  fmnnea  artow  weyued  308 

Jnprudenf  £mp«rour  of  Rome  alias  309 

was  )ier  no  philosopher  in  al  ^y  toun 

la  no  ^me  bet^  paa  u^  in  snch  caas 

Of  viage  i»  ptit  noon  eleccionn  31^2 

Ifamly  to  folk<  of  heigh  condicioun 

Ifonght^  whan  a  loote  is  of  a  birtbe  I-knowe 

Alias  we  ben  to  lewed  and  eek<  to  slowe  /  315 

[■To  Shipe]  is  broug&t^  pis  woful  faira  maydo  /      f  '^'Jf" 

Solempnely  with  enery  circumstounce  / 

Now  Iha  Crist'  so  be  wip  )ou  ache  sayde  / 

Ther  nya  nomor  batf  farwel  fair  CusUunoe  319 
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Sbe  peynatli  hire  to  make  good  contienaiince 
And  for))  I  lete  hire  eay le  ia  ^is  manere  / 
And  tome  I  wol  ayaia  to  my  matiere  / 

The  moder  of*  fie  Sairdan  ful  oP  vices 

Aspyed  ba^  hir  sonee  playn  entent/ 

how  he  wol  lete  hia  olde  eacriiicea 

And  rights  anoon  ache  for  hir  counseil  senf 

And  Jie;  ben  come  to  knowo  wliaf  ache  ment 

And  whan  assembled  was  ^is  folk*  in  fero 

Sdte  sette  bir  doun  and  eayd  as  je  scbal  beere  / 

Lordee  qteod  sche  je  knowen  euericbon 

how  yaii  my  acne  in  poynf  is  foi  to  lete 

The  holy  lawes  of  our  alkaroB 

Je  ben  goddes  messangere  makamete  / 

Bui.'  eon  avow  to  grete  god  I  hete 

The  lyf*  scbuld  la^  out'  of*  my  body  stert' 

Or  makametes  law  go  ouf  of  myn  herV 


What  scfaal  tb  tyden  of  ^is  newe  lawe 
Bul^  |)raldam  to  ooie  body  and  pen^once 
And  afterward  in  belle  to  be  diawe  / 
Tot  we  leneyed  mahound  onie  creaunce 
Buf  lordes  wol  )e  maken  assurannce 
Afl  I  echal  any  assentynp;'  to  my  lore 
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H                 ySe  schul  firsf  fcyiie  cua  crislcndom  to  tiiko 

351                  ^1 

H                  Colli  watir  acbal  iiaP  greuQ  va  but  a  Itte  / 

■ 

1                 Ana  r  Bclial  such  a  t<iiV  auJ  Reuel  make  / 

■ 

W                 ^'liaP  as  I  trow  I  schal  fe  SowJan  qiiyto 

354                  ^M 

For  Jiough  bis  wyP  be  criatiieJ  lienor  ao  whito 

■ 

Scho  Bulial  haue  nGod  to  waisaclio  awaj  fe  rcile 

■ 

They  ache  a  font  oP  watir  wiji  hir  leda 

^H 

0  Sowilones  roof  of"  iiiiquita 

^1 

Virago  Jiou  Scmyrani  fe  aecoumlo 

■ 

0  serpen  f  vuiier  feniinita 

■ 

LylC  to  >Q  aerpenf  deep  in  liello  I-liO'indd 

3G1                 ^B 

0  feyued  ivoHiuian  allu  (laf  may  conlouiidu 

■ 

Vertu  and  Innocence  jiui^h  fy  malice  / 

■ 

Ib  bred  in  fe  ns  neaf  of  eueiy  vice 

^1 

0  Satan  enuyoas  syn  filke  day 

SG9 

ThaP  Jjou  were  cbaaed  fro  ourc  ]iciilasc 

wel  kneweaf  foa  to  wowimen  fo  olJo  ivay 

Thou  madesf  Eue  to  bryiiy"  vs  in  aeruayo 

3GS 

Thou  wolf  fordoon  fis  criatcii  Hiariagc 

Makestow  oP  woiiimcu  whan  fou  wolf  bygilo 

3"I 

ThU  Sawdonca  whom  I  pus  blanio  and  ivniy 

372 

let  pryuely  hir  counseil  gou  hia  way 

whaf  schuld  I  la  fia  tale  longer  tary 

Sehe  ride))  to  ))e  Soudan  on  a  day 

375 

And  aeyd  him  fat  echo  wold  reney  liir  biy 

And  criatendani  of*  preatcs  hanilea  foiigo 

llepentyng'  hir  ache  hetheii  was  so  lougo 

378 

Byaechyng*  him  to  doou  bir  fat'  honour 

379 

Thnf  Bcbe  most?  liaiie  )ie  crjston  men  to  feste  / 

To  plpw:n  hcui  I  wil  do  my  labour                        {i. 

flflO]                                     ^^ 

The  sawdan  aeilli  I  wol  do  af  jout  hcate 

^1 
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And  knel  jng'  fak^  hir  of  |»f  nqneeta 
So  glad  be  wu  he  n  jit  nat  wbaf  to  seje 
Sche  kyatf  bir  wme  and  bom  aebe  gof  hir  we^  385 


Anyned  boa  >e  trkten  toOe  to  Icmde  / 
In  8iin7  with  a  giel^  solempne  loate 
And  hastily  fia  sondan  senf  hia  sonde 
¥iaV  to  his  moder  and  al  ^  regne  abonle 
And  teyd  hia  wjt'  was  comen  out'  of  donte 
And  preje^  fair  Ibi  to  ride  ajein  ^  qneene 
The  bonoar  of*  his  legiK  to  saateene  / 

Gref  was  }»  preea  and  riche  was  tharmy 
Of  Surriens  and  BomaTos  mette  in  feera 
The  moodoT  of  Jw  Sowdan  liche  and  gay 
Iteceyued  hir  with  al  so  gkd  a  cbeere 
As  eny  nwdii  migfif  hii  doo^ter  deeie 
And  to  ^  nexte  Citee  far  bysyde 
A  softe  paae  toUmpnely  ^ay  lyde 


NoiigRt^  trow  I  ])e  triumphe  of  lulius 
Of  which  ^t  luksn  mako^  mocbe  bosC 
ryaller  n 


^^^ 

143                  ^1 

^F             sroupB.    §2.    MAS  OF  uw'a  TALE.    Harleiftit  7334.    109                ^H 

H                  The  fruyf  of-  Jiia  matier  is  |?af  I  telle 

^1                 wlmn  tyme  com  men  ^ougbt  it  for  ])e  best 

^M                 Thaf  reuel  stynf  and  men  goon  to  ber  Tuaf 

413 

H                   Jjie  tyme  cont  pe  olds  Sowdoaesse 

414 

H                   Ordeyned  ha|i  ))is  fcaf  of-  which  I  told 

"                    And  to  fe  feste  crUten  folk'  hem  dreseo 

r. no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

417 

Ther  men  may  fesf  and  realte  byholde 

And  deyntes  mo  /  fan  I  con  of  deuyae 

Buf  al  to  deere  pey  boughf  if  ar  fey  ryse    R«/!a, 

w]    420 

0  Bodeyn  wo  faf  euer  nrf  successour 

iil 

f  To  worldly  blis  spreynd  ia  wif  bittemeasQ  / 

The  ende  of  oure  ioye  of  oure  worldly  labour 

wo  occupieth  fe  fyn  of  oure  gladnesse 

424 

herken  fia  counsel!  for  thyn  eiJcemesse 

vpon  fyn  glade  dayes  faaue  in  jii  mynde 

The  vnwEtt  woo  ^af  cometh  ay  bihyailo 

427 

For  HchortJy  for  to  tellen  at  o  word 

428 

The  Sawdan  and  (le  cristen  euericlione 

Ben  al  to-hewe  and  stiked  attc  bord 

431 

This  olde  Sowdones  J.is  cursed  crone 

haji  wifi  fair  frendca  doon  ph  curaed  dcde 

For  echo  hir  self  wold  al  (te  co-ntre  ledo 

434 

Ne  (.er  was  suirien  noon  /  fat  was  coimcrtoJ 

435 

That'  of  pB  counseil  of  fe  Sawdon  woot 

That*  ho  nas  alto-hewe  or  he  aaterted 

And  Conataunce  haue  fey  take  anon  foot-hoot' 

438         ^m 

And  in  a  schippo  /  steleres  god  it  woot 

^H 

They  haue  hir  eeV .  and  bad  hir  lenii^  to  sayla 

^^^^B 

Ouf  of-  Surry  ajeinward  to  yt-iilu 

'"H 
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A  certein  treaour  faf  sclie  fider  laJile  442 

And  bo))  to  eayn  vitaile  greV  plente 

They  baue  hir  jeuen  and  clo))e8  eek"  sche  hadde 

And  for|)  sche  aaylef)  to  ^e  salte  see  443 

0  my  Constaunce  f ul  of"  benignite 

0  Emperourcs  junge  doughter  deere 

he  ^P  is  Lord  of*  fortun  be  ])i  Bteere  448 

bche  bleasef  hir  and  with  ful  pitoos  Toys  449 

Vuto  ^  croya  of*  oriBf  ^an  seyde  sche 

O  cler  o  welf  ul  aut«r  holy  croys 

liood  of-  ^e  kmbes  hlood  ful  of  pite  453 

Thaf  viBsIl  )ie  world  &o  old  iniquite 

Me  fro  ^  fe«nd  and  fro  hia  cloweu  keepe 

Thaf  day  Jtat  I  schal  drenchen  in  )ie  dee|>e  455 

Victorious  tre  proteccioun  of  trewe  456 

That*  oonly  were  worthy  for  to  here 

That*  kyng<  of  heuen  with  his  woundes  newe      li—fTi\ 

The  white  lamb  ^at  hurf  was  with  a  epere  459 

Iflcmer  of  feendea  out  of  him  and  here  / 

fSn  which  ])y  lymes  feithfully  extenden 

!5Ie  kci)e  and  jif  me  mighf  my  lyf*  to  mendeu  462 

7eros  and  dayes  fletto  ^is  creature  ,        463 

Thurghoat )«  sea  of  Grece  in  to  [le  strayte 


^B^^^^^^^ 
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171 

^1                 Thsf  euery  wighf  sauf-  he  nmyster  or  kiiniio 

H                 was  wi])  (iQ  lioun  frete  or  ho  asterto 

H                 No  wJgUf  but  god  faf  ho  bar  in  his  hcrte 

476 

God  lugf  to  schcwo  his  wondurfnl  miracle 

•177 

In  hir  for  ache  admld  seen  bis  miylity  weikcs 

CriflP  which  fat  is  to  euety  liarm  triaclo 

By  certeyn  meiies  ofto  aa  knowen  clerkes 

480 

Doth  (.ing-  for  certeyn  ende  fat  fid  dcrk*  is  // 

To  maniiea  witt  /  faf  for  our  igooiflfmcu 

Ne  can  noughf  knowe  liis  prtittont  puniymuica 

4«3 

Now  sith  ache  was  nat*  af  |io  fesf  I-slaivc  / 

481 

who  kfiptc  hir  fro  drenching-  in  >o  soe  / 

who  keptc  lonna  in  ^t  fifichcs  ninwe 

Til  he  was  spouted  vp  at  Niniuo 

487 

wel  may  men  knowe  it  was  uo  wight  but  lie 

That-  kepf  fe  pepul  Ebrayk'  fro  her  dreucbyng' 

wif  drye  feef  /  Jiuj^hout  Je  see  paasyng" 

400 

Who  hailde  foure  spirit)  of*  tempe^f 

431 

Thaf  power  ban  to  noycn  Innd  and  see 

Bofe  norf  and  souji  and  also  wesf  and  Est' 

Anoyeft  neyfer  londe  /  see  ne  tree  / 

494 

Sofily  fe  comaimder  of*  [raf  wag  ho 

Thaf  fro  (to  temi>eaf  ay  (lia  womniau  kepte    ii'-j-n.rnri.] 

As  wel  when  ache  awok<  as  when  sche  aleptu 

4»7 

^Vber  mighf  fiis  woireman  mete  and  driiike  baue  / 

498 

Thte  jer  and  more  /  bow  laatep  hir  vitaille 

who  fedde  |.e  Egipcicn  marie  in  fe  Cauo 

Or  in  deaerf  no  wighf  hut*  crisf  saunj  faile 

501 

Fyf  fousand  folic  /  if  was  a  gret  meruaile/ 

wiji  loues  fyf  and  fisschcs  luo  to  fceJe 

God  HcnP  his  foyaoun  nf  her  gret«  neede 

604 

HA  NiKTHxr 

Si'lin  ilryiiK^  (<\rp  hi  tn  mirn  OxrtHiii 
'riiiirMliiMil'  iiiini  wlliln  wm  lil  ntlii  IaiI^ 
viiilxr  nil  IiiiUk  ^l  hihh  iii>iu|iiin  nui 
I'Vr  111  N>irlliUHi1ii<rUii<l  ^>  wnwn  lilr  miC 
Au>l  III  ^11  Niiml  ^«  Mililli  Nljrkml  lu  Owl' 
'riinl'  ^'iiiiuo  wolil  ll  iiiiii|li<  111  III  A  lyiln 
'J'hii  wUIm  <ir  iii'Ul'  WM  ^nV  miIw  inliulil  aliyila 

1  liii  ( 'miaUMI  iif'  /  jo  iwiUI  iliiUH  U  fen  / 
'I'll  M>  ^li  wrnk'/  Mill  nl  ^  miIiIji  Iiu  w>ut|hV 
Ami  foiiil  ^U  wnry  wiimiiimi  tn\  ut  mm 
Am)  fKiiil  nlw)  ^  tnwiiir  ^V  w\in  hnmnliV 
III  lilr  luittiun  iiioniy  mlin  lilMUiKtlli' 
Tlin  lir  tiiiV  lip  linr  iHHly  for  lo  wymio 
lilr  l»  ilolyiinr  ll^  wih)  ^l*  luilin  wu  Imm  / 

A  iiiminr  Intyii  tiimi\tV  wiw  lilr  ii|>iwlifl 
Hull'  hIkhUw  /  ^r  liy  Milin  wm  viiilnnt(>nil« 
'Mm  miiMtAlill  wliMi  liiiii  IimV  iiu  lnn|(i>r  MWlta 
'I'liU  wofiil  WdMiiiiui  IwiiiuhU  lifl  bi  liiiiiln  / 
Hi'lin  kuolM^  iloim  Mid  lliiuikntll  ifiHltlM  Hllliltt 
Mill'  wlink'  mIio  wm  wtlin  W(4<ln  ttn  niAn  iwya 
lAir  foul  tin  fttlm  /  ^>iii|)i  *<*tiii  inliulila  ilny* 

S<tin  wu  wilin  anyil  nii  ihmmI  In  }i»  wm 
»nli»  f.ii'Kul.'  lilr  iiiyiiili'  l.,Y  liliv' 


vM.n.   UarUlMi  7U4. 
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173 

1                  la  orUoun  vl}  many  a  bitter  t«ere  / 

1                  Til  iliu  hap  conuerted  furgh  his  grace 

1                  Dame  herniegj'lJ  fe  Constablea  wif  o^  po  place 

539 

1                   In  al  fie  lond  no  cristen  men  duraf  route 

640 

1                    Al  cristen  men  ]>eii  fled  from  fat  coiitrc 

Thurgh  payenB  fat  conquered  al  n-boute  / 

The  places  of  fe  north  by  land  ami  aeo 

643 

To  wales  tied  |)e  cristiauite 

Of-  olde  britoKDs  dwellyng-  in  Jtis  yle  / 

Ther  was  hir  refuf  for  pe  mme  while 

S^S 

But/  }it  nere  crieten  britoima  so  exiled 

547 

That-  per  /  nere  aome  in  here  pryuite  / 

honoured  crisf  and  hefien  men  bygiled 

And  neigh  (.e  Caatel  such  fer  dwellid  (ire 

o.w 

That^  oon  of-  hem  was  biynd  and  might  nat-  ae  / 

But  if-  it  were  wif  eyen  of  hia  mynde 

vip  which  men  aeen  alter  fat  fey  ben  biyude 

553 

lirighf  was  fe  sonne  as  in  sonieres  day 

554 

For  which  pe  constable  and  his  wif  also 

And  Constaunce  had  take  fe  righte  way 

Toward  fo  see  a  forlong'  wey  or  two 

557 

To  pleyen  and  to  Komen  to  and  fro 

And  in  pat/  wallf  the  blynde  men  fey  mette 

Croked  and  olde  with  eyen  fasf  y-acliette 

5C0 

In  name  of*  crisf  /  cryed  f  is  old  britoim 

Ml 

Dame  hermegyld  jif*  me  my  sight  ajeyn 

Tliia  lady  wax  affriiyed  of-  fe  soua 

leaf  faf  hir  houaeband  scUortly  to  sayn 

564 

wold  hir  for  ihii  cristes  loue  liaue  sbyn 

The  wil  of-  criaf  ob  donjter  of"  holy  ohirche 

5C7 
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The  CouBtable  wax  aboisshed  of  ^t  sighf  S66 

And  Bayde  what  ainotmt«^  al  ^is  fare 

CoDstauDce  answered  /  sir  it  is  crietee  might 

Tbaf  helpeth  folk<  ouf  of<  ^e  feendes  snare  /  571 

And  BO  ferfor^  ache  gan  bii  lay  declare/        Urvn.^aa.] 

That*  sche  )>e  Constable  er  ^t^  if  was  £ue 

Conuerted  and  on  crief  made  him  bileae  IJ74 

This  Constable  was  no  )iing<  lord  uf  )>e  place  575 

Of>  which  I  speke  ^r  he  Constance  fond 

Bnf  kept  it  strongly  many  a  wyntei  space 

vnder  alia  kyng<  of  Xorthninberloud  578 

That^  was  ful  wye  and  wurf y  of"  his  hond 

Ajein  }6  Bcottee  as  men  may  wel  heere 

Buf  toume  ajein  I  wil  to  my  n 


batan  |iat<  euer  ts  wayteji  to  begile  / 

Sawe  of  Cuostaunce  fie  persecucioun 

And  cosf  anoon  how  he  migfit>  quyf  hir  while  / 

And  made  a  jong<  knigfif  ^t<  dwelt*  in  ^  toun 

J^ue  hir  eo  hoot  of*  foul  aSeccioun 

Tbaf  yerrayly  him  jKMijf  he  Kchulde  spille 

Bnf  be  of  hire  /  oones  had  his  wills 

He  wowith  bir  but^  if  avaylt;^  noughf 
Sche  wolde  do  no  synne  by  no  weye 
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And  kntte  ^e  ^tote  of  hermcgild  a  two/ 

And  leyd  ^  bloody  knyf/  by  dame  Constaunce 

And  Tenf  hia  way  }<iV  god  jeue  him  msKchauaoe  C02 

Sone  after  coin)i  {lis  Constalla  bom  agayn  603 

And  eelc  alia  ^f  was  kyng*  of  ^af  lond 

And  say  liia  wyf  dispitoualy  I-slaya 

For  which  ful  off  /  lie  wept'  and  wrong"  his  hond  606 

And  in  Jw  bed  ^  bloily  knyf*  he  fond 

By  Dam4  Custaunce  oUas  what*  inighf  he  say 

For  verray  woo  /  Idr  witP  was  al  a-way  609 

To  king*  Alia  was  told  al  ^is  meiichaunce         Cxtrra]       610 

And  eek/fe  tymo  and  wher  and  eot'  Jio  wyse 

That  in  a  schip  was  founJen  fiis  Conataunco 

As  here  biforo  je  hnne  herd  mo  deiiyse  /  C13 

The  kinges  hert<  of  pite  gan  agrise 

whan  he  saugh  so  benigne  a  creature 

Falle  in  diacse  and  in  niysauenture  616 

For  as  )ie  lomb  toward  his  dep  is  bronght  /  617 

So  atanf  ^ia  Innocent*  bifore  )>e  kyng" 

This  false  knight*  [>at*  ha))  ))is  tresoun  \Trotight^ 

Ben|i  hir  an  hand  pat  sche  hath  don  pis  ping*  620 

BaP  neuer  Jw  les  per  was  gref  momyng* 

Among*  pe  people  and  seyn  pey  can  not^  gcRse 

That*  ache  had  doon  bo  gref  a  wikkediiesse  623 

ror  pey  ban  seyen  hir  so  vertuous  634 

And  lonyng*  hermegyld  rigbf  as  hir  lyf 

Of  pis  bar  witnesae  euerich  in  paf  houa 

Sane  he  pat?  slowj  hermegyld  with  his  knyf  627 

This  gentil  kyng*  hap  caughf  a  gref  raotyf 

Of  his  witneaae  and  pongttt/  he  wold  enqaere 

Deppeie  in  pis  caa  a  troupe  to  lera  630 
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Alias  ConfitauQce  fion  ne  boB  uo  champioun  631 

Ife  fighte  conatow  naf  so  welaway 

But^  he  ^if  for  oura  ledempcioun 

Bands  Sathan  and  jiV  li)i  )er  he  lay  634 

So  be  fj  stronga  champioun  fia  day 

For  but  crista  vpon  Jte  miracle  kythe 

withouten  gilf  fon  schalf  be  slajn  aa  ewitlie  637 

Scbe  sef  hir  doun  on  knees  and  Jnn  sche  sayde  638 

Immortal  god  ynV  sauedcBf  Snsanne 

For  fidse  blame  and  ^u  mercyf  ul  mayde 

Mary  I  mene  dougbtet  of  seint^  Anne  641 

Bifore  whoa  child  aungeles  syng<  Osanne 

If  I  be  gnltles  of  ^is  felonye 

M;  socour  be  for  elles  acbal  I  dye  644 

Hane  je  not'  seye  Bomtyroe  a  pale  face  645 

Among<  a  preea  of  him  fatf  ba^  be  lad 

Tovaid  his  de)i  wbet  him  geynef  uo  grace  / 

And  BQch  a  colour  in  hia  face  ha^  bad       i(n/»,»ut]       648 

Men  might«  knowe  his  face  was  bo  byatad 

Among*  aUe  ^e  faces  in  ^at  ronte 

So  stent  Constance  and  lokeji  hire  aboute  /  661 

0  qnoenea  lyuyng*  in  prosperite  652 

DuchesBea  and  je  lad  lea  eneJ'yclion 
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And  if  ^is  knighf  wil  aworo  how  ^af  ache  / 

Thie  wommaa  bIowj  jef  wol  wo  us  avyse 

whom  faif  we  wills  achal  be  oure  iustise  66S 

A  biitoun  book*  I-write  wi|i  euaitngiles  666 

wu  fette  and  on  fU  boot/  he  awor  anoon 

8che  gultifi  waa  and  in  |)o  raeno  whiles 

Ad  hond  him  smot^  vpon  |)e  nekke  boon  C69 

Tbaif  donn  be  fel  anon  rigbf  al^  a  stoon 

And  bo^  bis  yen  brasf  ouf  of  bis  face 

Zn  righf  of*  euery  body  in  fiaf  phice  672 

A  Toia  was  herd  in  general  andicnce  673 

And  eeist'  ^on  bast'  disclaundred  gultelea 

Th«  dongbter  of*  holy  cliircho  in  hire  presence 

Thns  baatow  doon  &  }if  I  holde  my  pees  676 

Of  Jiis  meniaile  agasf  waa  al  pa  preea 

Aa  maaed  folk*  )iey  atooden  cui?)'ychon 

For  drede  of  wrecbe  sauc  Custaunce  allon  679 

Grief  wu  }«  drede  and  eek*  fe  repentaunce  680 

Of  hem  ^t^  badden  gret  suspeccioun 

Tpon  ^e  aely  Iimocenf  Cuataance 

And  for  )>is  miracle  in  conclasioun  683 

And  by  Cnatanncea  mediacioun 

The  kyngi  and  many  o|)et  in  )ie  place 

Connerted  was  /  thanked  be  cristea  grace  ['<4/m>i  686 

This  false  knighf  woa  slayn  for  bis  vntroajw  /  687 

By  luggemenf  of  Alia  bastyly 

And  )it^  CustauDce  ha^  of  his  iep  gref  rou^ 

And  after  ^  ihua  of  bis  mercy  690 

Made  aUa  wedde  ful  aolempnely 

This  holy  mayde  ^f  is  bright*  and  echena  / 

And  pus  ba.f  crisf  I-maad  Constance  a  qneene  693 

CANT.  TALKS. — HARL.  K 
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Imf  who  was  woful  if  I  achal  nof  lye  /  694 

Ot  fiia  weddyng*  but*  Domegild  and  fo 

The  kynges  niooder  ful  of  tyiamif  e 

hir  fioiight'  hii  cursed  herte  hrast*  a-two  697 

Sche  wolde  iiat  hir  sone  had  I-do  bo 

Mr  ))ougbf  despyte  /  ^af  ho  schulde  take 

So  Btraunge  a  creature  vnto  his  make  700 


Me  lusf  not?  of  Jre  cal^  ne  oP  fo  stree  701 

Make  go  long*  a  tale  as  of<  |>e  com 

whaf  Bchuld  I  telle  of  )>e  reolte 

Of  manage  /  or  which  corns  go)i  bifom  704 

who  bloweth  in  a  trompe  or  in  an  horn 

The  fniyf  of  euery  tale  is  for  to  seye 

They  ete  &  drynk*  /  and  daimce  /  and  synge  &  pleye     707 

1  hey  gon  to  bed  as  it  was  skile  &  righf  708 

For  fough  pa,V  wyfca  ben  ful  holy  finges 

They  moste  take  in  pacience  a  night? 

Such  man«r  necesBarieB  as  ben  plesynges  711 

To  folk'  thaf  hon  I-wedded  hem  wiji  ryngea 

And  haluendel  her  holynesee  ley  a  side 

And  for  |)e  tyme  it"  may  non  o)>er  belyde  714 


On  hire  he  gaf  a  knaue  child  anoon 
And  to  a  bisanhope  &  a  Con  stable  e 


SIX-TEXT    153 

aitoup  B.   §  S.  MAM  OF  law's  TALE.  Harleian  7334.    179 

how  fat?  fis  blieful  tydyugi  is  bifalle 
And  o|>er  )iitiges  spedfid  for  to  seye 
he  take^  ^  lettie  and  for^  he  go^  hu  weye  728 

Ihis  messanger  to  doon  his  auanntage  739 

Tnto  ^e  kyngea  moder  he  gofi  ful  8wi|)e 

And  Balaeth  hire  /  fair  in  his  langage 

Ma  dame  quod  he  je  may  be  glad  and  bli)e  732 

And  )ianke  god  an  hnndred  ^ouaand  Bi))e 

My  lady  queen  ha(>  child  wif  outen  donte 

To  ioye  and  blis  of<  al  ^e  reame  aboute  735 

Ijo  heer  ))e  lettree  sealed  of  fis  ^ing<  730 

That;'  I  mot*  hero  with  al  ^e  haaf  I  may 

If  je  wole  ougBf  vnto  ;oiire  Rone  fe  kyng< 

I  am  joure  seruaunP  bofe  nighP  and  day  73'J 

Doangyld  answerde  as  now  jiis  tynie  nay 

But  here  al  nyghl?  I  wol  fou  take  fy  resP 

To  morwen  I  wil  say  ^e  what"  me  leaf  7i2 

ihis  mfBsanger  drank'  sadly  ale  and  wyn  743 

And  stolen  were  his  lefjres  pryuely 

Ouf  of  his  box  whil  he  sleep  as  a  swyn 

And  countrefeef  Jiey  were  subtily  746 

Anojier  sche  him  wroof  (ul  synfully 

T&to  ^e  kyng<  direct/  of<  f'la  matiere 

Fro  his  Constable  as  je  schnl  after  heeie  749 

The  ]titK  apalc  fe  queen  delyuered  was  750 

Of  BO  orryble  and  Feendly  creatnie 

That*  in  ^  castel  noon  so  haidy  was 

That*  eny  while  dorsto  fierin  endure  /  753 

The  mooder  was  an  £lf<  by  anentura 

Bycome  by  charmes  or  by  sorcerie 

And  euery  man  hati^  hir  companyne  756 
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Wo  was  pJB  kyng-  whan  be  fie  letter  hiid  aein 

757    H 

Bul^  to  no  wighf  he  told  his  sorwea  sore 

Buf  oP  hia  owea  hand  ho  wrof  ogayn  , 

^^^H 

welcome  fe  sond  of"  crisP  for  otteremoro 

7G0    ^^^1 

To  me  Jiaf  am  now  lemed  in  hLa  lore 

^^^H 

lord  welcome  be  ))f  Iiuf  and  ^y  pleosaunco         [" 

n/m          ^^^H 

Uy  loHf  I  putte  al  in  Jijn  ordinaunce 

763     ^^^1 

Repeth  ^ia  child  al  he  it  foul  or  fair 

764     ^^H 

And  eek"  my  wyf*  vnto  myn  hom  comyng' 

^^H 

Criet  whan  him  lusf  may  sends  mo  an  hair 

^^^1 

More  agtoable  fan  fis  to  my  likyng* 

767     ^^H 

The  k(fre  he  aeleth  pryuyly  wepyng* 

^^^H 

which  to  fie  messager  he  took<  f  ul  sona 

^^^1 

And  forJ»  he  gotb  fer  nya  no  more  to  dona 

770       ^^B 

0  messager  fulfild  of*  dronkenease 

7n          J 

Strong*  ia  |)y  brejj  fy  lymes  faltten  ay 

And  fou  bywreyeaf  alle  aykerneaaa 

^^^1 

Thy  mynJo  is  lorn  fou  ianglesf  as  a  lay 

774  ^m 

Thy  face  is  tomed  al  in  a  nowe  array 

Ther  driuikenossa  regneji  in  eny  route 

^^^M 

Thar  ia  uo  counseil  bid  wi)iauten  douta 

777      ^ 

0  Domegyld  I  haue  noD  engliach  digue 

778 

vnto  pj  malice  and  fy  tyrannye 

And  Jrerfor  to  fe  feenJ  I  |ie  restgne 

lot*  him  endyten  of*  pi  troccherio 

781 

Fy  mannyssch  fy  .o.  nay  by  god  I  lye 

Ky  fwndly  Hpirif  for  I  dar  wel  telle 

ITiougb  Jiou  here  walke  fy  apirif  ia  in  hello 

784 

TbU  messanger  comji  fro  fo  kyug*  agayn 

785 

And  at"  fio  kingea  modrea  court*  ha  ligBf 

And  »«h<i  waa  oP  fia  mesaengcr  ful  fayn 

And  plo^cp  him  in  al  J-af  euor  athe  migUl' 

i 

788 
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he  dnuik*  and  wel  his  gurdel  vnderpig&f 

h«  slepeji  and  he  fare^  in  his  gyse 

Al  nygbl^  vnto  ^  eonne  gan  ariae  791 

£ft^  were  his  Utitee  stolen  enerichon  792 

And  countrefeted  Uttrea  in  ^  wise 

The  kyng<  comaunde)i  bu  constable  anon 

vp  peyne  ot  hangyng*  ot  an  hei;  lustise  795 

That^  he  schulde  suffre  in  no  maner  wyse 

ConstatiQce  in  his  regne  for  to  abyde 

Thre  dayes  and  a  quarter  of  a  tyde  798 

Buf  in  Jw  same  scbip  as  be  bir  fond  799 

hire  and  bir  jonge  sone  and  al  hire  gere        [i>«r«i,i>»»] 

he  Bchulde  putte  and  crowde  fro  pa  londo 

And  cba^  hire  jiaf  scbe  neuer  eft*  come  J>ere  802 

'0.  my  Conetaunce  vel  may  ))y  goost?  bane  fere 

And  slepyngi  in  fy  drem  ben  in  penaunce 

whan  Domegyl  cast^  al  )iia  ordynaunce  /  805 

This  messanger  a-morwe  whan  be  awook*  806 

Tnto  fa  castel  held  pe  nexte  way 

And  to  fo  constable  be  ^  httn  took* 

And  whan  ^af  be  f6  pitons  lettre  say  809 

Fill  ofte  he  eeyd  alias  and  welaway 

Lord  crief  quod  be  how  may  pia  world  endoie 

So  fill  of  synne  is  many  a  creatoie  812 

0  mighty  god  if  tiat<  it  be  )>y  wille  613 

Sep  ^on  arf  rightful  iu^e  bow  may  ^is  be  / 

That^  ^u  wolf  boBk  Innocen^  to  spille  / 

And  wlkked  folk"  ngae  in  pnxiperite  816 

"0  good  Constance  alias  so  wo  is  me 

Thaf  1  moot<  be  ^y  tormentonr  or  deye 

On  schamful  dep  ^r  is  non  0^  weye  819 
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Wepyng*  Ixttw  Jong'  &  olde  in  al  )»&  pUce  820 

whan  Jiaf  )ie  k;ng<  fia  coTsed  hltn  aenf 

And  Constance  with  a  dedly  pale  face 

The  fayre  day  toward  bir  schip  ache  went  823 

But  neuei)>eles  sche  talce^  in  good  enteut 

The  wil  at'  criaV  /  and  knelyng*  on  Jie  grounde 

Sche  aayde  lord  ay  welcome  be  )iy  sonde  826 

ne  p&V  me  kepte  fro  ^  false  blame  827 

whil  I  was  on  fe  lond  amongea  jou 

He  can  me  kepe  from  harm  &  eek<  fro  Bchiune 

In  ^  see  al  )K)ugh  I  se  naf  how  830 

As  Btrong<  as  euer  he  was  he  is  i^hf  now 

In  hiro  trosf  I.  &  in  his  mooder  deeie 

Thaf  is  to  me  my  sayl  and  eet  my  steete  /  833 

Hir  litel  child  lay  wepyng^  in  hir  arm  634 

And  knelyng*  pitoDsly  to  him  sche  sayds  / 

Pees  litle  sone  I  wol  do  ]ie  noon  harm 

wi^  ^at>  hir  keichef<  of  hir  bed  sche  hiayde  637 

And  oner  his  litel  yjen  ache  it  layde  I'frf] 

And  in  hir  arm  ache  lullith  if  wel  faste 

And  vnto  heuen  hir  eyjen  vp  sche  caste  840 

Moder  quod  sche  and  mayde  bright'  marie  841 

So)!  is  Jiat^  {lurgh  woinmannes  eggemeiit 
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Thoa  heuen  oP  i«fut«  brighte  stem  of'  day 
Bewe  on  my  child  )>af  of"  ^yn  gentilneBse  / 
Rewesf  on  euery  synful  in  destieiise  804 

0  litel  child  aUas  whaf  is  pi  gilt  855 

That*  oeuer  wroughtesf  synne  an  jef  par  de 

why  wil  fyn  harde  fader  han  Jw  spilt 

0.  mercy  deere  and  Constable  eeyde  sche  858 

And  lef  my  lilel  child  here  dwelle  with  fe 

And  if  ))ou  darsf  not*  sauen  him  for  blame  / 

So  kys  him  oones  in  his  fadres  name  861 

Ther  wip  sche  loked  baktvard  to  ^  lond  862 

And  seyde  far  wel  housbond  rew))eIeB 

And  vp  Bche  list*  and  walkefi  doun  fe  atrondo 

Toward  pe  achip  hir  foIwe)>  al  )ie  preea  8G5 

And  euer  sche  preyefi  hir  child  to  hold  his  pees 

And  toot  hir  leue  and  wif  an  holy  entent 

Scbe  blesse]*  hire  and  to  )ie  ecbip  sche  went  868 

Vytailled  was  pe  ecbip  it  is  no  drede  8()9 

Abundamitly  for  hire  ful  longe  space 

And  o^r  necessaries  faV  schulde  nede 

Sche  had  ynow)  heryed  be  cristej  grace  872 

For  wynd  and  water  almighty  god  parchace 

And  bryng*  hir  hom  I  can  no  bettre  say 

Buf  in  fre  B«e  sche  dryue^  for^  hir  way  875 


[PART  III] 

AUa  fie  kyng*  Com[>  hom  soon  after  ^is 
vnto  ^0  Castel  of  )>e  which  I  tolde 
And  aske^  wher  his  wyf  and  his  child  ys 
Tlie  Constable  gan  aboute  his  herte  ^Ide 
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And  playnly  al  f6  moner  he  him  tolde 

As  je  han  herd  /  I  can  telle  it  no  bettor 

And  schewed  )ie  kyngeB  seal  and  his  letter  882 


And  eeyde  lord  as  je  comaunded  me 

vp  peyne  of>  dc^  so  haue  I  do  certayn 

This  messier  tormented  was  til  he 

Moste  biknowe  and  telle  if  plat  and  playn  • 

Fro  nyght  to  n^;ht  in  whaf  place  he  had  layn  - 

And  poa  by  witt/  and  subtil  enqneiyng' 

yinsgined  vas  by  wham  fta  gan  to  8pryng< 

The  hand  was  knowen  )iaf  ^  lettn  wtoot 

And  al  )ie  venym  of  ^ia  cnrsed  dede 

Buf  in  what  wyae  certeynly  I  noot 

Theffecf  is  pis  paf  alia  oat  of^  drede 

his  moder  slougB  aa  men  ma;  pleynly  leede  / 

For  paf  eche  traytoor  waa  to  hir  ligeaunce 

Thus  endep  olde  Dom^ild  wi)i  meschannce 

ihe  Borwe  pat/  pis  alia  night  and  day 
ilakp  for  his  wyf  and  for  his  child  also 
Tber  is  no  tonge  paf  it  telle  may 
Kuf  now  I  wol  TDto  Custaunce  go 
That*  fleetetp  in  pe  see  ia  peyne  and  wo 


889 
8»0 
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Doiin  fro  ^e  CoBtol  com^  J>er  many  a  wigbc  911 

To  gawren  on  pie  achip  and  on  Coustaunce 

Buf  schortly  fro  ^e  castol  on  a  nigtif 

The  loides  etyward  Qod  jme  him  meschaunce     [J>vnj  914 

A  ^f*  ^at  had  reneyed  ouie  creatmce 

Com  in  to  Bchip  alone  and  Beyd  ho  scholde 

hir  lemman  be  vhe^ii  sche  wold  or  nolde  917 

Wo  was  {lis  wncched  womman  fo  higoon  918 

hire  childe  crie^  and  Bche  pytonsly 

Buf  hliaful  mary  hilp  hir  righf  anoon 

For  wi))  hir  atrengfe  wel  and  mightily  921 

The  theef*  fel  ouet  boord  al  sodeinly 

And  Id  )ie  see  he  drenched  for  vcngaunce 

And  yia  b&f  crisf  vnwemtned  kepf  Conetance  924 

0  tonle  lust/  0  luxurio  lo  Jiin  cnde  /  925 

Kought'  oonly  ^al^  f>ou  feyntesf  mannes  mynde 

Buf  verrayly  fou  wolf  his  body  schendo 

The  ende  of  fyn  werk*  or  oP  fy  luates  blynde  928 

his  compleynyng*  how  many  may  men  fynde 

Thaf  nougfif  for  work*  som  tyme  but/  for  [lenteuf 

To  doon  hifl  synne  ben  eyfer  slayn  or  echent  /  931 

How  may  pis  weyke  womman  han  ^e  atreng^e  932 

hir  to  defende  ajein  fe  lenegaf 

O  Golias  Tnmesurable  of  leng^e 

how  mights  danid  make  ^e  so  mate  935 

So  )ong<  and  of  armnre  bo  desolate 

how  dorsf  he  loke  vpon  ^yu  dredful  face 

wel  may  men  seyn  if  nas  but  goddes  gi-oco  938 

Who  )af  ludith  corage  or  hardynesae  /  939 

To  slen  him  Olefemes  in  his  tent 

And  to  delyuerea  ouf  Jw  wrecchednes 

The  peple  of  god  I  say  in  ))is  entenf  913 


TLat^  righf  as  good  epiryte  vigor  sent 

To  hem  and  saued  hem  out  of  tnuschaunce  / 

So  sent  be  migBt*  aiiJ  vigor  to  Coiutaunce 

r  orth  goji  hir  echip  fiurgfaout  fie  nanre  month 

Of  Iubalt«r  and  Septe  dryuyng  bj 

Soratyme  west*  aom  tyme  north  and  aoutH 

And  Bomtyme  !Ksl<  ful  many  a  very  way 

Til  cristes  mooder  blessed  be  sche  ay 

ha)>  schapen  ^urgh  hii  endeles  goodnesee 

To  make  an  ende  of  hir  heuynesse  iinfi 

Now  lel^  TS  stynf  of  Constance  bnf  a  ^we 
And  apeke  we  of  /  Jte  Bomayn  Emp«rour 
That"  out"  of  Suirye  haf  by  ieitrea  knowo 
The  slaughter  of*  cristen  folk<  and  deshonoui 
Doott  to  hia  doujter  by  a  fala  troytour 
I  mene  ^e  cursed  and  wikked  sowdenesse 
That*  af  ^  fesf  leef  slee  bo))e  more  and  lease 


J*  or  which  ^is  Empe ronr  ha)i  sent*  anoon  960 

his  senatouts  with  leal  ordynaunce 

And  ot«i  lonles  got  wof  many  oon 

On  aurriens  to  take  high  vengannce  963 

They  brenue  /  sleen  /  and  bringen  hem  to  meschaunce 
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He  biyoge^  fair  to  Rome  and  to  his  wyf> 
he  jaf  hii  and  hii  jonge  Bone  also 
And  wi^  )w  Seuatour  lad  scbe  hir  lyf' 
Thus  can  our  lady,  bryngen  out*  oP  woo 
wofol  Constance  and  many  ano^  moo 
And  longs  tyme  dwelled  sche  in  fiaf  place 
In  holy  yraikes.  as  euei  waa  Mr  grace  / 

The  Senatonies  wiP  hir  annto  was 
Buf  for  al  ])af  sche  knew  hii  neuer  more 
I  wol  no  lenger  taryen  in  ^is  cas 
Bnf  to  kyng*  Alia  which  I  spak*  oP  jore  / 
Thaf  for  hia  wyf  wepe))  and  sike^  sore  / 
I  wol  retorne  /  and  lete  I  wol  Constaiuice 
vnder  ^  Seuatoures  goucrnaunce 

Kyngi  alia  which  Jiaf  had  hia  mooder  slayn 
Tpon  a  day  fel  in  such  repentauncc  / 
Tbat<  if  I  Echortly  telle  schal  and  playii 
To  Borne  he  comefi  to  receyue  hie  peiiaunce 
And  putte  him  in  fe  popes  ordynaunce 
In  heigb  and  lowe  and  ihii  Crist'  bysougfif 
Forjef*  his  wikked  werkts  fiaf  he  wroaglif 

Ihe  fame  anon  ^urgh  Borne  toun  is  born 
bow  alia  kyng^  schal  come  in  pilgrymage 
By  herberiourj  Jat  wenten  him  biforn 
For  which  ^e  Senatour  as  was  vsage 
Bood  him  ajein  and  many  of  his  lynage 
Aa  wel  to  achewen  hie  magnificence 
As  to  doon  eny  kyng<  a  reaerence 

(jref  cheere  do)i  ^  noble  Senatour 
To  kyng<  Alia  and  he  to  him  also 
Euerich  of<  hem  dof  o^er  gref  honour 
And  so  bifel  fiaf  on  a  day  or  two 
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Thia  Senal»ur  is  to  krTif:<  Alia  go 

To  fesP  and  echortly  if*  I  achal  not  lye 

Constances  eone  /  went  in  hU  companye  lOOS 

Som  men  wold  aeyn  af  requesf  oP  Custaonce  1009 

This  Senatonr  ba^  lad  ^u  child  to  feste 

I  may  not  telle  auery  circumetaunce 

Be  as  be  may  )>er  was  he  atte  leste  1012 

Sut  soth  it  is  right*  af  his  modree  heste 

Byfoni  hem  alle  duryag*  ^  metes  apace 

The  child  stood  lokyng*  in  ye  kynges  face  1015 

Ihia  alia  kyngi  ha^  oP  ^e  child  greV  woudet  I0I6 

And  to  ^  Seuatour  he  aeyd  anoon 

whoa  is  |)af  faiie  child  paV  atonde^  jonder 

I  not'  quod  he  by  god  and  by  seynt^  Ion  1019 

A  moder  he  hs|i  but  foder  ha|)  he  son 

That  I  of  woof  and  schortly  in  a  sl«nnde 

he  t«ld  Alia  how  fnf  fiia  child  waa  founds  /  1022 


i>ut  god  woot  qaod  ^ia  senataar  alao 
So  vertaouE  a  lyuer  in  my  lyf< 
No  saugh  I  nener  such  as  ache  nomo 
Of"  worldly  womman  mayden  or  of*  wyP 
1  dar  wel  say  sche  hadde  lener  a  knyf 
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Pu  fay  poii^tf  be  fantom  ia  in  myn  heed  1037 

X  onght*  to  deme  of  rigUul  luggemenl^ 

That*  in  }a  salte  see  my  wyf<  is  deed 

And  nfterwBid  he  made  }u  ai^nment  1040 

what'  wool?  I  wher  crief  ha^  hider  sent 

Hf  wyt  b;  see  as  wel  ae  he  hir  sent 

To  my  contra  fio  ^enuea  f&V  sche  venf  1043 

And  after  noom  home  wi^  ^  senatour  1044 

GoUi  alia  for  to  see  )iis  wonder  cfaaunca 

Thia  Sonatour  do)>  alia  grcf  honour 

And  haately  he  sent  after  Custannce  |0n 

But?  traste^  wel  hii  lust«  nal?  to  daunce  / 

whan  ^f  Bche  wiste  wherforo  was  ^f  sonde 

Tnnethes  on  hir  feet/  sche  mifjhte  stondo  /  lOItl) 

Whan  alia  sangh  his  wyf  fayio  lie  hir  grotto  1  Off  1 

And  wepte  ^at<  it'  was  rew^o  to  so 

For  aP  Je  firste  look"  he  on  hir  selto 

he  knew  wel  verrely  fs-V  it  was  sche  10>14 

And  for  sorwo  as  domb  echo  otant  as  tro 

So  was  bite  herte  scholf  in  Iiis  disttOMo 

whan  sche  temembred  his  vnfcyndonosso  10^7 

Twies  sche  swowned  in  his  owon  siijllf  1  OffH 

he  wept^  Olid  him  ezcuae)i  pitnusly 

2fow  god  quod  bo  and  alle  his  halwes  bright* 

So  wisly  on  my  sonle  haue  mercy  1001 

That!  of  jonre  harm  as  gulteles  am  I 

Ab  ii  manrice  my  sone  so  lyk*  joure  face 

Ellee  ^  feend  me  fauche  out  of  ^is  place  /  lOQi 

Ijong  was  ^  sobbyng*  and  [le  bitter  peyne  1000 

Or  faV  here  woful  herte  mighte  cesae  I'f^Hj 
GreP  was  ^  pite  for  to  hera  hem  pleyne 

Thnrgh  whiche  playnt)  gan  here  wo  encrease  J  0C8 
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I  pray  jou  alle  my  labour  to  release 

I  may  nof  telle  al  here  sorwe  vnto  morwe 

I  am  so  wety  for  to  apeke  of  )«  sonro  / 

Buf  tyaiily  whan  fiaf  the  atip  u  triBtr< 
ThaV  alia  giltelee  wag  of*  hir  woo 
I  trowe  an  hundred  tymes  |)ey  ben  kiat 
And  such  a  blya  is  Jver  bitwix  hem  tuo 

That*  saue  fie  ioye  (latJ  Iaste>  eueremo 

Ther  U  noon  lyt  fat  eny  creature 

ha|)  seyn  or  schal.  whil  )>af  ^  world  may  dure 

Iho  prayde  sche  bii  houabond  meekely 

In  ^  releee  of  hir  pjtous  pyue 

The  he  void  preye  bir  fader  specially 

Thal^  of  hia  maieato  be  wold  enclyne 

To  vouche  sauf"  som  tyme  with  him  to  dyne 

Sche  preye))  him  eek<  be  schulde  by  no  weye 

Vnto  hir  fader  no  word  of  hir  aeye 


bom  men  wold  seye  paif  hir  child  Maurice 
Do))  bis  mesp^e  vnto  ))e  £mp«rour 
Buf  aa  I  gesse  alia  was  nat  so  uyce 
To  him  ))af  ia  ao  aouerayn  of  honour 
Aa  bo  )iat  ia  of  crietes  folk*  ^e  flour 
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The  morwe  cam  and  alia  gan  him  dresse  1100 

And  eek<  bis  wyf*  )>e  £mp«rour  for  to  meete 

And  for  |)ey  ryde  in  ioy e  and  in  gladaesse  / 

And  whan  8ohe  saugh  hit  fader  in  fe  streeto  1103 

Sche  light?  a  doun  and  falle])  him  to  feete      C'^Hi'w*] 

Fader  qiiod  sche  jour  jonge  child  Constance 

Is  now  ful  clene  ou  of  jour  remembraunce  1106 

I  am  joui  doughter  Custaunce  quod  sche  1107 

That^  whilom  je  haue  sent*  vnto  Surrye 

II^  am  I  fader  )iaf  in  )io  ealte  aeo 

"waa  puf  alloon  and  dampned  for  to  dye  1110 

Now  goode  fader  mercy  I  90U  crye 

Send  me  so  more  vnto  noon  hethencsse 

Buf  ^nke  my  lorf  her  of  his  Icyndenease  1113 

Who  can  fe  pytous  loye  telle  al  1114 

Bitwix  hem  pre  ei|)  [ley  be  pua  I-metto 

Baf  of  my  tale  make  an  ende  I  echal 

The  day  gop  faaf  I  wol  no  lenger  lette  1 1 17 

Thia  glade  folk*  to  dyner  fey  hen  setto 

In  toye  and  blys  af  mete  I  lef  hem  dwelle 

A  fouaand  fold  wel  more  I»an  I  can  telle.  1120 

Jhie  child  Maurice  v&a  Bifi|ien  Emp^rotir  1121 

I-maad  by  ]>e  pope  and  lyued  cristenly 

To  cristes  ctuTche  dede  he  gref  honour 

Buf  Ilef  al  his  story  passen  by  1124 

Of*  Cuatannce  is  my  tale  specially 

In  olde  Komayn  geetes  men  may  fynde 

Maorices  lyf  I  here  it  noughf  in  mynde  1127 

This  kyngi  alia  vhan  he  hia  tyme  say  1 1 28 

vith  his  Constounce  his  holy  wyf  so  swete 

To  Engelond  )tey  com  fe  righto  way 

vhei  as  fey  lyue  in  ioye  and  in  quyete  1131 


Bat  litel  wliil  it  loaf  I  ;ou  bilieete  ' 

Toy  of"  f  is  world  //  for  tyme  wol  nof  abyde 

Fro  day  to  nigbt^  it  chaungeth  as  ^  tyde 

Who  lyaed  ener  in  auch  delyl^  a  day 
That*  him  ne  meoed  eyjier  his  conscieoco 
Of  Ire  OT  talenf  /  or  som  manei  affi«y 
£nuy  or  pride  or  passiouu  ot  offence 
I  ue  say  bulT  for  |)ia  ende  ^ia  sentence 
But?  litel  whil  in  ioye  or  in  plesauDce 
laste)i  ]n  blis  /  of-  alia  with  Cusfaunce 


1141 


For  deth  ^V  tak)i  of-  hei^  &  low  his  rent    ovtti    H^^ 

whan  passed  was  a  jeere  as  I  geeee  / 

Out*  of  fiis  worlde  /  kyng<  alia  he  henf 

For  whom  Cnstauns.  ha))  ful  gref  henynesse  /  1145 

Now  lef  vs  pray,  ^t^  god  his  soule  bleese  / 

And  dame  Custaunce  fynally  to  say 

Toward  fe  toun  of  Rome  go^  hir  way  1 148 


To  Rome  is  come  ^ia  nobil  creatnre 

And  fynl?  hir  freendes  fex  bo^  hool  &  sound 

fTow  is  Bche  skaped  al  hir  anentnre 

And  whanne  ache  hir  fader  had  I-foimde 

Doun  on  hir  knees  falle))  Bcbe  to  grounde 


Om*  ObP  vppon  his  styropa  stood  anooa* 
And  sejde  good  men  herkneth  euerychoon' 
This  waa  a  |)rifty  tale  for  ^e  noones 
Sir  parissh  preef  quod  he  for  goodes  boones 
Tel  out*  a  tale  /  as  waa  ^j  forward  jore 
I  see  wel  ^t  je  lered  men  in  lore 
Can  moche  good  by  goddes  dignete 
The  porsoun  him  anawerde  ben  dicite 
what*  eyle^  ^e  man  so  synfully  to  swere 
Oor  Osf  auswerd.  O  lankyn  be  }a  ^ere 
I  smel  a  loller  in  }ie  wynd  quod  ho 
Now  good  men  quod  our  Oate  /  herkne^  me 

[A  break  o/  one  line  i,t  the  MS.] 
Fi«  we  Bchut  haua  a  preilicacioua 
This  loller  wolde  prechen  va  heer  aom  what  / 
Nay  by  my  fader  soule  faff  achal  he  oat/ 
Sayde  the  sompnour  he  schal  heer  nanjf  pieche 
he  Bchal  no  goapel  preche  here  ne  teche         UKtf»t,ta 
we  leuyn  alle  in  ^e  grete  god  qwMl  he 
He  wolde  schcwen  som  difficulte 
Or  springen  cokkil  in  our  clene  com 
And  ^etfor  osf  I  wame  (le  byfom 
My  ioly  body  achal  a  tale  telle 

S  Here  endith  ^e  man  of  lawe  his  tale. 
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GROUP  a     FRAGMENT  V. 

§  1.    WIFE  OF  BATH'S  PREAMBLE. 

V  Here  bygyimeth  the  prologe  of"  the  wyf"  oP  Bathe 

Ezperiena  ^ngfi  noon  axictorite 
were  in  )i1b  world .  it  were  jnongK  for  me 
To  speke  ot  wo  )>at  is  in  manage 
For  lordyngs  ayns  I  twelf*  jer  was  of^  age 
I  thant  if  god  ^t^  is  eleme  on  lyne 
housbondes  atte  chirch  dore .  I  hane  had  fyua 
For  I  80  ofte  might*  hane  weddid  be 
And  alle  were  wor)>7  men  in  here  degie 
Bat/  me  was  taugKf  nongbt^  longe  tyme  goon  is 
Thaf  ayunes  criaf  went  neuet  but  onya 
To  weddyngi  in  ^  Cane  ot  Galile 
Thaf  by  ^  same  eneampnl  taugtif  he  me 
Thaf  I  no  weddid  scholde  be  buf  onea 
Uerken  such  a  scharp  word  fi 


OBOUP  D.    §  1.    wiric'a 

Vppon  ^is  noumbre  diifinicioun 
Hen  may  diniiie  and  glosen  vp  and  doun 
Buf  wel  I  woP  wif  onten  eny  lye 
Qod  bad  ra  for  to .  wax  and  niultiplie 
That*  gentil  tixt?.  can  I  wel  Ynderstonde 
£k<  wel  I  wot*  he  aayd  myn  houBebonde 
Suhuld  late  fader  and  moder  and  folwe  ma 
Buf  of*  no  noumber  mencioun  made  be 
Of*  Bygamyo .  or  of  Octogomye  / 
why  scbnld  men  speken  of  |iati<  vUonye  / 
lo  bier  fe  wise  kyng<  Dann  Salamon 
I  trow  he  hadde  wyfes  mo  )>an  oon . 
Ah  wold  god  if  were  leful  vnto  me 
To  be  refreieahed  half  so  oft'  as  be 
which  }iff  of  god  had  he  for  Me  his  wynyg 
N'o  man  ha^  such  ^uf  in  ]»  world  on  lyue  is 
God  wot*  {lis  nobil  king'  as  to  my  wif 
The  finte  nighf  bad  many  a  mery  fit/ 
trith  och  of  hem  bo  wcI  was  him  on  lyae 
I-bleseid  be  god  {nf  I  haue  weddid  fyue 
welcome )«  Hiite  whan  f  af  euer  he  schal 
For  sothe  I  nyl  nof  kepe  me  chasf  in  al 
whan  myn  bousbond  is  fro  J«  world  I-gon 
Som  ciiatne  man  schal  wedda  me  anoon 
Foi  pan  ^postil  aaitb  paV  I  am  f re 
To  wedde  a  goddis  haf  whei  so  it  be 
be  eaith  ynif  to  be  weddid  ia  no  aynne 
Bef  is  to  be  weddid  ^an  to  brynne 
what  leocbitb  me  whaf  foUc  eayn  viloyae 
Of  Bchiewith  lameth  or  of  Bigamye  / 
I  wof  wel  abiam  was  an  holy  man 
And  lacob  eek<  as  ferfotth  as  I  can 
And  ech  of  hem  had  wyues  mo  than  tuo 
And  many  anotheT  holy  man  also 
whan  sawe  je  in  eny  manei  age 
Tbaf  highe  god  defendid  manage 


^30  aiz-TBXT 

196   oRonp  D.    §  1.    wife's  fbsaublb.    Harleuut  7334. 

B;  expres  word  I  ptay  }ow  t«llilh  mo 

Or  wher  comaunded  he  virgmite 

I  wof  as  wel  aa  je  it  is  no  drede  / 

Thapostil  whan  he  apek])  of  maydenhede  64 

ho  sayd  p^V  precept*  }iet  of  had  ha  noon 

Meu  may  counseil  a  womman  to  be  oon 

Buf  eoonselyng'  nys  no  comaundemeHP 

He  put*  if  in  our  owne  lu^emeut  /  66 

For  hadde  god  cumaundid  inaydenhedo  /        [(«vn.  n"*) 

Than  had  he  dampnyd  weddyng*  with  pa  dede 

And  certes  if*  ^er  were  do  seed  I-eowe  / 

Viiginite  ■  wher-on  schuld  it  growe  72 

Poul  ne  doiaf  not  comaunde  atte  legtf 

A  ))ing*  of'  which  his  maister  jaf  non  heet 

The  dart  is  sef  vpon  virginile 

Cach  wh&«o  may  nbo  renniUi  beef  /  lef  se  76 

Buf  Jiis  word  is  not"  taken  of-  euery  wigKt 

But  )<eT  ae  god  list*  ^iue  it  of  bis  might/ 

I  wof  wel  ^af  ^apoBtil  was  a  mayde 

Buf  na^es  ^ough  jiaf  ha  wrof  or  aayda  80 

be  woldo  |)at  euery  wighf  were  such  aa  he  / 

Al  nya  buf  counaeil  vuto  virginite 

Aud  for  to  ben  a  wyf  ha  ^at  me  leue 

Of*  indigence ,  bo  nya  it  to  repreue  84 

to  wedde  me  if  ^t*  my  make  deye 

withoutc  exceiiciouu  of  blgamyo 
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Jtf  like^  hem  to  be  dene  in  body  and  gost' 

Of  myn  estate  I  nyl  make  no  bost^ 

For  wel  je  wof  a  lord  in  his  houshold 

He  nath  nof  eaery  veswil  ful  of  gold  100 

Som  ben  of  tre  and  don  her  lord  setuise 

God  clepeth  folic  to  him  in  Boudiy  wise 

And  eueiy  hs))  of  god  a  propre  jifto 

Som  >is  som  Jiaf  as  him  likith  to  achifte  104 

Yt'rginite  is  gref  perfeccioun 

And  continens  eek<  wi]i  gref  deuocioup 

Buf  crist  faff  of  perfeccioun  is  welle  {IrVmj 

Bad  nonjV  eoery  wighf  schuld  go  and  eelle  108 

Al  ))af  he  had  and  ;iue  it  to  )>e  pore 

And  in  such  wise  folwe  him  and  hia  fore  / 

he  spak*  to  hem  fiat  wolde  lyue  pai-fytly 

Buf  lordyngs  by  jour  leue  faP  am  not*  I  112 

I  wol  hystowe  fe  flour  of  niyn  age  / 

Id  fie  ftctca  and  in  pe  fniytes  of  manage 

Tel  me  also  to  whaf  conclusiouu 

vere  membtvs  maad  of  generacioim  116 

And  in  what*  wise  wns  a  wighf  y-wrou]t 

TrosUth  righf  wel  )iay  were  noujf  maad  for  noujt* 

Close  wbo-BO  wol  and  say  bo])e  vp  and  doun) 

]iaf  Jny  were  made  for  pnrgacioun  120 

Oure  bojie  riyn  and  (linges  smale  / 

was  eek*  to  knowe  a  femel  fro  a  male 

And  for  non  opn  cause  say  je  no 

Thexperiens  wot*  wel  it  is  not  so  /  124 

So  faff  ^ese  olerke  ben  nof  with  me  wro^  / 

I  aay  ^is  f&tf  pay  niakid  ben  for  ho|)e 

JSaff  is  to  say  for  office  and  for  ease 

OP  engendrure  fer  we  god  noujf  difipleoae  128 

why  Bchnld  men  ellis  in  her  bokes  sette 

Thaf  man  schal  ;elde  to  his  wif  his  detto 

Now  wher-wi|(  schuld  he  paye  his  payement 

If  he  ne  veed  his  scly  instrument  133 
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Than  were  fay  maad  vp  a  creature 

To  purge  rryn  and  eek*  for  engendrure 

By  I  say  nof  ^af  eaery  wighf  ia  holde 

Thaf  ha^  Buch  hameys  as  I  to  jow  tolde 

To  gon  and  vsen  hem  in  engendnira 

Than  schuli!  men  take  oP  chastite  no  cure 

Crisf  wu  a  mnyde  and  schapen  aa  a  man 

And  many  a  aeynt  ain  Jtat^  fe  world  bygan 

Jif  lyued  fay  euer  in  parfyf  charita 

I  nyl  enuyo  no  virginita 

lef  hem  be  bred  of"  pured  whete  Beed 

And  lef  vs  wyues  eten  harly  breed 

And  jef  mp  barly  bred  men  telle  can  ib»fm.tik] 

Onre  laid  refreisschid  many  a  man) 

In  such  aataaf  as  god  hafi  cleped  ous 

I  wil  perseuer  I  am  nof  preciouB 

In  wyfhode  I  wil  vao  myn  inBtmroenf 

AIs  frely  aa  my  maker  hap  me  it  sent 

Ifi  I  be  danngerous  god  jine  me  sorwe 

Myn  honsbond  achal  ban  it  af  eue  and  af  morwe 

whan  fat*  him  lisP  com  forth  and  pay  his  dette 

An  housbond  wol  I  baae  I  wol  nof  lette  / 

which  Bcha]  be  bofo  my  dettour  and  my  fral 

And  hane  bis  tribulactoHn  wi)>  al 

vpon  his  fleisscb  whil  fiaf  I  am  his  wyf 

T  liaue  Jie  power  dufyng"  al  my  lif 


Abjd  quod  sclie  mj  tale  is  nof  bygoimo  / 

Xa}r  |>on  schalt*  drinke  of*  ano^r  tonne 

£r  ^af  I  go  Bchal  sauere  won  fan  ale 

And  whan  fa.V  I  haue  told  fe  fotp  mj  tale  173 

Of>  tribitlacioun  in  manage 

I  which  I  am  expert/  in  al  my n  age 

This  is  to  say  my  self  ha^  ben  ^  whippe 

Than  mig&l^  ^u  chese  whe^  ^n  wilf  sippe  176 

Of  )>ilke  tonne  )iaf  I  schal  abrocbe 

Be  war  of  it  ei  ^u  to  neigh  approche 

For  I  schal  telle  ensamples  mo  ^on  ten 

who-ao  )>af  nyl  be  war  by  ofei  men  180 

By  him  schal  o|>er  men  corrected  be 

The  same  wordea  writes  protholome 

Kede  in  his  almageaf  and  tak*  if  pere  C'*qrN] 

Dame  I  wold  pray  ym.  if  fa,V  jonre  wille  were  18i 

Sayde  fis  paMoner  as  je  bigan 

Tel  forth  joure  tale  sparith  for  no  man 

Teche  va  jonge  men  of  joute  practike 

Gladly  quod  sche  syns  it  may  }0W  like  188 

But^  )iat<  I  pray  to  si  ^is  companye  / 

If  fatf  I  speke  after  my  faatasie 

Aa  take))  noujt  agreef  of  ^v  I  say 

For  myn  entente  is  noughf  buf/  to  play  /     n  Nuni        1 92 

"%  ~rOw  sires  now  wol  I  telle  forth  my  tftle 
1%       Aa  euer  mote  1  drinke  wyn  or  ale 
I  %      I  schal  say  soft  of  honsbondes  Jiat  I  hadde 
I    1     As  ^re  of  hem  weie  goode  and  tuo  were  badde  I9G 

-L    •     Tuo  of  hem  were  goode  riche  and  olde 

Vnnethes  mighte  fey  ^  statute  holds 

In  which  faf  jiay  were  bounden  vnto  me 

^  wof  wel  whaf  I  mene  of  Jiis  par  de  200 

As  help  me  god  I  laugh  whan  fa.V  I  |iinke 

how  pitoualy  on  night*  I  made  hem  swynke  / 

But?  by  my  fay  1  told  of  if  no  stoor 

Thay  had  me  }iue  her  lond  and  her  tresor  204 
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Me  neditK  not*  no  lenger  doon  diligence 

To  Wynne  her  loue  or  doon  hem  reueience 

TImy  loued  me  so  wel  by  god  aboue 

Thaf  I  tolde  no  deynte  of  her  lone  206 

A  wys  vroTfiman  wol  bysi  hir  euer  in  oon 

To  gete  hir  louo  )»ere  sdie  hath  noon 

Buf  synnsB  I  hod  hem  holly  in  myn  bond 

And  synnes  y&j  had  me  ^uen  at  ber  loud  212 

what"  schuld  I  take  keep  hem  for  to  please 

Buf  it^  were  for  my  profyf  and  myn  ease  / 

I  sette  hem  so  on  werke  by  my  faj 

Thaf  many  a  nighf  ^y  songen  weyUway  316 

The  bacoun  was  uougBf  fef  for  hem  I  trowe 

Tlial?  eom  men  fecche  in  Essex  an  donmowe 

I  gouemed  hem  bo  wel  after  my  lawe 

Tliaf  ech  ofi  hem  ful  blisful  was  and  fawe  220 

To  bringe  me  gaye  |itnges  fro  pa  faire  (ii^rai,  »•■»] 

}}ay  were  ful  glad  whan  I  spak*  lo  hem  faire 

yor  god  it  woof  I  chidde  bem  epitonsly 

Now  herkene^  Iiow  I  bar  mo  proprely  324 

Je  wise  wyues  |iat<  can  rndetstonde 

fjiis  Bcbolde  ;e  spekn  and  bere  hem  wrong*  on  h<Kide 

yor  half  so  boldely  can  ]wr  no  man 

■Swcre  and  lye  as  can  a  womman  228 

I  say  nof  by  wyues  fat?  ben  wise 

But  if  if  be  whan  ^ay  ben  mysauise 
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vhaif  roune  ^e  wi))  hir  maydeoes  benedicite 

Sir  olde  lecohour  let"  pi  iapea  bo 

And  i^  I  faane  a  goBsib  or  a  frend 

wi]K>nten  gilt*  )iou  chideat'  as  a  fend  244 

If  ))at  I  walk*  and  play  vato  his  hone 

1)011  comesf  horn  oa  dronken  as  a  mous 

And  prectust;'  on  pj  bench  vif  eael  pree. 

)>on  saisf  to  me  it  is  a  gref  mesobief'  248 

To  Todde  a  poaer  womroan  for  costage  / 

And  if  ))af  ache  be  ricbe  and  of  parage 

Thanne  saisl^  ^oa  it/  ia  a  tonnentrie 

To  suffre  Mr  pride  and  hir  maloncolio  253 

And  if  faP  ache  be  fair  (lou  veiray  knaua 

J>on  saisf  pnV  euery  holoiu  wol  liir  haue 

Sche  may  no  while  in  chaatite  abyde 

That*  is  assaylod  ^ub  on  eche  syde  256 

)}ou  saisf  ))at<  aom  folic  desire  vs  for  riches 

Soro  for  our  schap  and  aom  for  our  faimes 

And  some  for  faf  sche  can  synge  and  daunce       (nafM] 

And  some  for  gontilesae  or  daltaunce  260 

Som  for  hir  handea  and  hir  armes  emale  / 

Thoa  goth  al  to  ])e  denel  by  pi  tale 

Thou  saisf  men  may  noughf  kepe  a  castel  wal 

Hif  may  so  be  biaeged  ouer  al  264 

And  if  ache  be  foul .  Jianne  |ion  saisf  fiaf  sche 

Coneitith  euery  man  faf  sche  may  se  / 

For  as  a  spsynel  ache  vol  on  him  ]epe 

Til  ^af  sche  fynde  som  man  hire  to  chepe  268 

So  noon  so  gray  a  goos  go})  in  pe  lake  / 

As  sayeaf  ^ou  wol  be  wi^ut«n  make  / 

And  saisf  it  is  an  hard  piaff  for  to  wolde 

Thing*  patf  no  man  wol.  his  willee  holde  272 

Thoa  seiatow  lotel  whan  ))0U  goef  to  bedde 

And  paV  no  wya  man  nedith  for  to  wedde  / 

Ne  no  man  |>af  entendiji  vnto  henene 

wi]i  wilde  ))under  dynt  and  fuyry  leuene  S76 
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Mote  ^i  wicked  necke  be  tobioke  / 

J}ou  saiaf  faV  droppjng<  hooa  and  eek*  smoke  / 

And  chydyng*  wyaea  raakeu  men  to  fle 

Out*  of*  here  onghne  bona  a  benedicite  2S0 

what  ejlith  encb  an  old  man  for  to  cbyde  / 

))oa  seisf  we  wynes  woln  oqm  vioee  hide  / 

Til  we  ben  weddid  and  |nn  we  wil  bem  achewe 

wel  may  y&V  be  a  prouerbe  of  a  scbrewe  284 

1'bou  saisf  )iaf  asaen .  oxen  and  honndefl 

J3ay  bca  assayed  at"  diuera  etonndea 

Basyns  lauoura  eek^  er  men  hem  hye 

Sptmee .  etoolea .  and  al  auch  houabondris  2Sti 

Also  pottee  do^ea  and  array 

But:'  folk*  of<  wyaea  maken  non  aseay 

Til  ))ay  ben  weddid  olde  dotard  scfaiewe . 

And  [laiine  saiatow  we  woln  oura  vioea  achewe  292 

J>ou  saisf  also  paAf  if  diepleeith  me 

Buf  if<  yaif  ))ou  wilf  praysen  my  beante 

And  buf  ^a  pote  alway  in  my  face 

And  clepe  me  faire  dame  in  enery  place  296 

And  bnf  ^u  make  a  fesf  on  ^Ike  dayf     iii«rN,»«»] 

))af  I  was  bom  and  make  ms  ^isch.  and  gay 

And  buf  ])ou  do  my  norice  bononre 

And  to  my  chamberer  wifjinne  ^y  bonre  300 

And  to  my  fadrea  folk*  and  myn  allies 

Thus  eaistow  olde  barel  fill  of  lies 
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Thow  acbalf  aoV  bothe  ^ugh  )k>u  were  wood 

Be  maiateT  ot  my  body  and  of*  my  good 

That'  oon  ^u  schalt'  for-go  maugre  pin  yen 

wbaf  helpeth  if  on  me  tonqoeren  or  espioD  316 

I  trowe  ^u  voidest*  lokke  roe  in  ^y  chest* 

Thon  Bcholdist*  say .  wif  go  yihei  fe  lest^ 

Take  jonrc  disport*  I  nyl  lieae  no  talia 

I  know  ;ow  for  a  trewe  wif*  dame  alis  330 

we  loae^  no  man  paV  takith  keep  or  charge 

wher  pa.V  we  goon .  we  lone  to  be  at*  laigo 

5  Of*  alle  men  I-blessed  most*  lie  be 

Jfe  wise  astrolt^  daun  protUolome  324 

That*  saith  )iis  pronerbe .  in  his  almagest* 

Of*  atle  men  his  wiaedom  is  highesf 

)}at  rekkith  not*  who  hn^  )ie  world  in  lionde 

By  {lis  prouerbe.  (ton  schalt"  vnderstonde/  328 

Have  ^a  ynough  whaf  ^ar  f«  rccch  or  care 

How  merily  )iat  o))eT  folkea  fare 

For  certca  olde  dotard  wiji  jour  lene 

3e  schnl  haue  queynte  right  ynough  at  etie  332 

he  is  to  gref  a  nygnrd  ^af  nol  weme  i  ihms 

A  man  to  light  a  candel  at  hie  lantorne 

he  Bchal  haue  neuer  pe  lasse  lights  par  de  Vnftii 

Haue  ))0U  ynough  ^e  thar  not*  playne  [le  n  »<•         336 

Thou  saiaV  alao  ^aV  if'  we  make  vs  gay 

with  closing*  and  with  precious  array 

J}at*  it*  is  peril  of  our  chastite 

And  jit*  wi^  sorwe  |>ou  most*  enforce  ))e  3-10 

And  aay  )icse  wordes  in  thapostles  name 

In  ahyf  maad  wiJi  chastite  and  schame 

)e  wommen  achuld  apparayl  jow  qaod  he  / 

And  nonght  wifi  tressed  her.  and  gay  perre  /  344 

As  pedes  ne  with  golden  clo^is  riche 

After  fy  text"  ne  after  fin  rubriche 

I  wol  noujt  wirche  as  moche  as  a  goat 

Thow  saisf  fus  ^f  I  waa  lik*  a  cat*  348 
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But^  who-BO  volde  sengc  tlto  cattoe  skyn 

Than  irold  ^e  cstt« .  duellen  in  hia  In 

And  if'  ))e  cattea  akyn  be  slyk*  and  gay 

Sche  wol  not^  daelle  in  house  half*  a  dsy 

ISuf  forth  Bche  wil  er  eny  day  be  dawef 

To  Bchewe  hir  akyn  and  goon  a  caterwianef 

This  is  to  say  if"  I  bo  gay  air  achrewe  / 

I  wol  rebne  abonte  my  borel  for  to  achewe 

Sir  olde  fool  what"  helpith  pe  to  aapien 

jMugh  ^oa  praydest  argus  wifi  his  hundrid  yen 

To  be  my  warde  corjis  aa  he  can  beaf 

In  faith  lie  achuld  not*  kepe  me  bnt>  if  me  leaf 

jit  cou|>e  I  make  bia  berd  ^nf^i  queynto  he  be 

jaovi  aaydesf  eek"  Jiaf  )>er  ben  ^ngea  ^re/ 

The  vhicbe  |)tngea  tronblen  al  ^ia  er^ 

And  fat-  no  wighf  may  endure  Jw  ferfio 

O  leue  sire  schtewe  ibu  schort«  )iy  lifi 

3it  precbestow  and  Baist<  an  hateful  wif^ 

I-rekeiied  is  for  oon  of  ^eae  meschaunces 

Uen  |>er  noon  ofer  of  fy  rcaemblauncee 

P&V  je  may  liken  jonre  parables  Tnto 

But  if  a  cely  wyP  be  oon  of*  (to 

Thow  likcncat^  wommannea  loue  to  belle 

To  bareyn  lond  Jier  water  may  nof  duelle 

Thou  likenesf  it/  also  to  wllUe  fuyr  [i«/ 

The  more  it  bienneth  )ie  more  if  ha))  desir 


SIX-TBXT   345 

asovp  S.    §  1.    wife's  frbahblb.   H&rleian  7331.    20S 

Fill  gulteles  hy  goddes  awete  pyne 

For  as  an  hors  I  coa)ie  bofie  bite  and  whyne 

I  coujw  pleyne  and  ]ef  I  was  in  fe  gilf 

Or  ellee  I  hadde  ofben  tyme  be  epilP  3ij8 

who-so  fiisf  come}>  to  ^  mylle  firsts  grynf 

I  pleyned  first*  so  was  onre  weire  stynt/ 

Thay  were  ful  glad  to  excuse  hem  ful  biyiie 

Ot  jnng*  paV  ]iay  neaer  agilf  in  her  lyue  392 

And  wenches  wold  I  beren  hnni  on  honde 

whan  fat/  for  seek"  |Miy  m^glit*  vnnethea  stonde 

i'lf  tykeled  I  his  herte  for  ))af  he 

wende  I  had  of"  him  so  grct/  chierete  396 

I  Bwor  paV  al  my  walkyng<  out*  a  nyg&t' 

wae  for  to  aspie  wenches  pat!  he  digbf 

vnder  paV  colour  had  I  many  a  mirthe 

For  al  snch  witto  is  jeiien  vs  of  birtlie  400 

Deceipt^  wepyng'.  spynnyng*.  god  IiaJ>  jiuo 

To  wymmen  kyndely  whil  fay  may  lyue 

And  puB  oP  o  thing"  I  auaunte  me  / 

And  feude  I  ha4  fe  bcf  in  ech  degre  404 

By  sleight  or  tors  or  of  Bora  maner  f  ing* 

Afl  by  continuel  murmur  or  chidyng" 

Namly  on  hedde  haddon  fay  meschaunce 

Ther  wold  I  chide  and  do  hem  no  pleaarince  403 

I  wold  no  lenger  in  pe  bed  abyde  / 

If>  faf  I  felf  hb  arm  oner  my  syde 

Til  he  had  maad  hia  launsoun  vnto  me  [tn/n] 

Tban  wold  I  suffre  him  doon  his  nycete  412 

And  ferfor  euery  man  fis  tate  telle 

Wynne  who^o  may  for  al  is  for  to  selle 

wif  empty  bond  men  may  noon  haukes  Ion 

For  wynnyng*  wold  I  al  his  luaf  endure  416 

And  make  me  a  fc-yned  sppetyt/ 

And  jif  in  bacoun  had  I  neuer  dclyf 

That*  made  me  fat  euer  I  wold  hem  chyde 

For  fougb  fe  pope  hod  seten  hem  bisyde  420 
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I  nold  iiof  spare  hem  af  her  oughne  bord 
For  by  my  tTou)>B  I  quyf  hem  word  for  word 
Als  help  me  vertay  god  omnipotent  / 
)>ough  I  lighf  now  schuld  make  my  teetament' 
I  owe  hem  nonghf  a  word  ^1^  it  nys  qaitte 
I  brought*  it*  so  aboute  by  my  witte 
}}&V  ))ay  moaf  jeue  it  vp  aa  for  ]ie  best* 
Or  vllis  had  we  neuer  ben  in  rest* 
For  ))ougli  he  loked  as  a  grym  lyouo 
Jit  schuld  he  fayle  of  his  couclosioun 
Than  wold  I  eay .  now  goode  leef*  tab  keep 
how  mekly  lokith  wilkjrn  ouie  scheep 
Com  ner  my  spouse  lef  me  ba  fy  chake 
Je  Bchulde  be  al  pacieut  and  meke 
And  haue  a  swete  spiced  coneciena 
Sijifien  je  preche  so  oP  lopea  paciens 
Su&reth  alway  ayus  je  so  wel  can  preche 
And  buf  je  do  certeyn  we  schul  jow  teche  / 
That'  if  is  fair  to  haue  a  wyf"  in  peea 
On  o^  TS  tuo  mot'  howe  doutelea 
And  si))))en  man  is  more  reaonable 
Than  womman  is .  }e  moate  be  sufTrable 
what*  aylith  ;ow .  ^us  for  to  grucche  and  grone 
Is  if  for  je  wold  haue  my  queynt  allone  / 
why  tak*  if  al .  lo  baue  it  euery  del 
Peter  I  schiewe  jow  huf  je  loue  it  wel 
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how  coujw  I  daunce  to  an  harpe  smalo 

And  Bynge  y-wys  as  any  nightyngale 

vhan  I  had  dronke  a  draught*  ofi  awete  wyn 

Hstiltius  fe  foule  cherl  |>e  swyn  460 

That  with  a  staf-  hyraff  hia  wyf"  hir  lyP 

For  ache  diank'  wyn  ^oiigh  I  had  ben  his  wif* 

Ne  echnld  noujt  hauo  daunted  me  fro  drink' 

Aud  after  wyn  on  venua  most*  I  Jiink'  464 

For  also  aiVer  as  cold  engendrith  hayl 

A  likorous  mouth  raoeP  haue  a  licorous  toil 

In  wymmen  vinolenf  is  no  defeiis 

This  knowen  Itcchoura  hy  exiwHens  4C8 

BuV  lord  oriitt'  whan  ^V  it  reinembrith  me 

Tpon  my  }outhe  and  on  my  iolite 

It*  tikelith  me  abouta  myn  herte  loote 

Vnto  yia  day  if  do^  myn  liertc  boote  472 

That"  I  haue  had  my  world  as  in  my  tyroe 

BuP  age  alias  pttif  al  wol  enuonyme 

Ha)i  me  bireff  my  beaute  and  my  pith 

Let"  go  far  wel .  (le  deuyl  go  (tet  wif  476 

The  flout  is  goon  per  nis  no  niore  to  telle 

The  bran  aa  I  beaf  can  now  mof  I  eelle 

Buf  jit  to  be  mery  wol  I  fonde  / 

Now  wol  I  telle  oP  my  fourf  houabonda  480 

I  say  I  had  in  herte  gret'deapyt 

That-  he  oP  eny  ojwt  had  deHf 

But  he  waa  quit/  by  god  and  by  aeint  loce 

I  made  him  of<  ye  same  woode  a  croce  484 

Noughf  of<  my  body  in  no  foul  manere 

But?  certeynly  I  made  folk"  auch  chore 

Thaf  in  hiit  owne  greea  I  mode  him  frie  [tivti] 

For  anger  and  for  ialoneie  488 

By  god  in  erf  e  I  waa  hia  purgatory 

For  which  I  hope  his  soule  be  in  glory 

For  god  it^  wot*,  he  sat^  ful  stille  and  aong* 

whan  Jiaf  hie  echo  fill  bitterly  him  wrong*  492 
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Ther  was  no  wiglif  sauP  god  and  lie  faf  wiat/ 

In  many  wyse  how  sore  I  him  twisf 

I  sayde  whan  I  cam  fro  Ierti«alem 

And  lith  I-graue  ynder  ]w  roode  bem  496 

Al  is  hia  tombe  nought'  so  carious 

As  was  ye  eopulcra  of  him  Darius 

which  |iaf  appellua  wrongfip  so  subtUy 

It^  nys  bul^  wast*  to  burie  him  preciously  fiOO 

lef  him  far  wel  god  ^iue  his  soule  reaf 

he  is  now  in  his  gi'ciue  and  in  hia  chesf 

IT  Now  of"  my  fifte  houabond  wol  I  telle  / 

God  let  his  soule  neuei  come  in  belle  /  501 

And  ]it  was  he  to  me  ^e  mosto  schtewe  / 

That  fele  I  on  my  ribbes  alle  on  rows  / 

And  euer  schal  vnto  myn  endyng*  day 

Buf  in  oure  bed  he  was  so  freisch  and  gay  508 

And  yer  with  al  so  wel  be  coujie  me  gloss  / 

whan  yaV  be  wolde  bans  my  bale  chose  / 

That^  fiough  he  had  me  bete  on  tuerj  booa 

he  con))e  wyune  my  loue  right*  auoon  512 

I  trowe  I  loued  him  beste  for  ^V  he 

-was  of*  bis  loue  daungeroos  to  me 

we  wymmen  hau  if*  ]fatf  I  schal  noujf  lye 

In  jiis  matiet  a  queynte  fantasie  516 

wayto  what"  ftyng"  we  may  naif  UgbUy  haue 

Ther  after  wol  we  sonnesf  crie  and  craue 
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God  bane  hii  soule .  hii  name  was  Alisoun 

Sche  knew  myn  heite  and  my  priuite 

Bef  ^an  oure  poriscli  presf  so  mot  I  the  / 

To  hir  bfwieyed  I  my  counseU  al 

For  had  myn  houebond  pissed  on  a  wal 

Or  don  a  fiing*  f>at<  scbuld  haue  cost'  bis  lif* 

To  hir  and  to  anojier  worjiy  wyf* 

And  to  my  neece  whiuh  I  loued  wel 

I  wold  bane  told  his  counsel!  euery  del 

And  BO  I  did  fol  oft«  god  it  woot 

That  made  bis  face  ofle  teed  and  boot 

For  verry  scbame .  and  blaroyd  himself'  Jnf  he  / 

bad  told  to  me  so  gret*  a  priuete 

And  so  byfel  pa.V  oones  in  a  lenf 

So  ofto  tyme  to  my  gossib  I  wenf 

For  euer  jit*  I  loued  to  be  gay 

And  for  to  wait  in  march  aueril  and  may 

From  hous  to  here  sondry  talis 

piif  lankyn  Clei't  and  my  gossib  dame  alls 

And  I  my  aelf<  in  to  )>e  feldes  went 

Myn  bousbond  was  at  londone  al  ^at  lent 

I  had  |ie  bettit  leysir  for  to  pleye 

And  for  to  see  and  eek*  for  to  be  seye 

OP  lusty  folt .  whaf  wist  I  wher  my  gmce 

wafl  scbapen  for  to  be  or  in  what  place 

Therfoie  I  made  my  YisitacioHns 

To  vigiles  and  to  prfKessiotins 

To  prechings  eek<  and  to  ^  ptlgrim^es 

To  pleyes  miracles  and  manages 

And  wered  vpon  my  scarlet  gytea 

jMe  wormes  ^eae  moughtes  ne  ^ese  mytes 

Vpon  my  perel  fretith  hem  nener  a  deel 

And  wostow  why .  for  ftay  were  vsed  wel 

Now  wol  I  telle  fot^  what  bappid  me  e 

I  say  ))at  in  ^  feldes  watkid  we 
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HI  trewelj  m  bad  aach  daliannce 

This  Cleil:^  and  I  ^f  of  my  ptnnfBtmce 

I  ■pklc  to  him  and  aajda  how  }nV  be 

If  I  wen  wydow  Echulde  wedde  me  568 

For  certejnly  I  say  for  no  bobannca 

^iV  waa  I  neaer  iri^nten  pnraeyaonce 

Of  manage  ne  of  no  pingea  eefce 

I  hold  a  monsea  bert'  noV  worji  a  leek"  572 

ThaV  ha>  buf  oon  hole  to  eterte  to 

And  if  >af  faile  |)an  ia  al  I-do 

I 

57C 

680 

no  gap  in  the  M8.]  SSI 

But'  nov  ur  lef  me  se  whaf  I  schal  eayn 

A  ha  by  god  I  haue  my  tale  ^ayn 

^  whan  ]>af  my  four^  housbond  was  on  here 

;pl'  al(;ite  and  made  a  aory  clieero 
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And  I  was  fourty  I  schal  aay  fe  Bothe 

Suf  jif  I  had  alway  a  Coltia  tojie 

Gftttothid  I  was  and  |nt<  bjrcom  me  wel 

I  bad  pe  pryntu  of*  seynf  Venus  sel  604 

[ 

608 

no  gap  ill  the  MS-I  612 

Myn  ascenf  was  Uur .  and  mars  ^  Inne  / 

Alias  alas  )iBf  eucr  louc  waa  syitne 

I  folwed  ay  myn  inclinncio'in 

By  Tertu  oP  my  constillacin"ii  616 

ThaP  made  me  faf  I  coufe  noujf  wifidraws  / 

My  chambre  oP  venM  from  a  good  fe]awe  / 

[ 

620 

624 

no  gap  in  the  M8.\ 

what?  schnld  I  say  but  at  fie  monthis  ends      [ih/«4,  »iie»] 

This  UAy  olerk<  lankyn  fist*  was  so  heende  628 

Haji  weddid  me  with  gref  solempnitee 

And  to  him  jaf*  I  al  ]»  londe  and  fee 

Tbaf  euer  was  me  )iue  \&t  bifore 

But*  aftirward  repented  me  ful  eore  632 

be  uolde  anffre  no^ing<  of*  my  list 

By  god  be  smof  me  oones  wi^  bis  fisf 

For  I  renf  oones  out*  of  his  book'  a  leP 

That<  of*  ))af  strok*  myn  eei«  wax  a]  deef>  636 
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Styborn  I  was  as  is  a  letniea 

And  of  my  ton gd  a  venuy  iangleros 

And  walk*  I  wold  as  I  had  don  bifom 

Fro  houa  to  houa  al  poagh  he  had  it  sworn  6 

For  which  he  ofte  tyme  wolUe  preche 

AuJ  me  of'  olde  Eomaya  geates  teche  / 

How  he  Siinpliciua  gallua  leff  hia  wyf* 

And  hir  foraok"  for  tenne  of  al  hia  lyp  6 

Nonghf  but'  for  open  heedid  he  hir  say 

lokyng'  ouf  af  hia  dore  vpoE  a  day 

Aiio|)er  Romayti  told  he  ine  by  name 

lliaf  for  his  wyf*  was  af  a  somer  game  C 

wi^onf  hia  wityng".  he  forsok'  hir  eeke 

And  )ranne  wold  ho  vpon  his  book"  seeke 

That"  ilke  prouerbe  of  Ecclesiafite 

wher  he  comaundith  and  forbedith  taifle  6 

Man  schal  nof  sufFre .  hie  wyf*  go  rotde  oboiite  / 

Than  wold  ho  say  righf  fua  wifouten  doute 

H  Who  (laf  bujidith  hia  hous  al  of  sahvea 

And  priketh  hia  blynde  liora  oner  the  falwes  6 

And  auffrith  hia  wyf .  to  go  ecken  halwes 

Is  worjiy  to  ben  hongod  on  fe  galwea 

IJuf  al  for  nought- 1  aette  noaghP  an  ha  we 

Of'  his  prouei-be .  ne  of  hia  olde  aawe  G 

Nc  I  wolde  nof  of  him  corrected  he 

1  liate  him  ^af  niy  vic«a  tellith  me  . 

And  BO  doon  mo .  god  if  wnf  pan  I , 

This  made  him  wifi  me  wood  al  outerly  fi 

I  nolJe  tiof  forbero  him  in  no  cas  |i»/di] 

Now  wol  I  say  )ow  soth  by  seinf  Nicholas 

why  Jinf  I  rent"  oiif  of  (le  book'  a  leef 

For  which  he  amof  nie  J-af  I  was  al  def  G 

he  had  a  book*  ^nf  gladly  nighf  and  day 

For  his  desport^  he  wolde  redo  alway 

he  clepyd  if  VaJelye  and  theofraBf 

Af  which  book"  he  lougfi  alwny  ful  fnaf  C 
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And  eet  fny  say  ))er  waa  som  tyme  at  Rome 

A  clerk'  a  Cardynal  ^f  heet  seint  leiome 

Tliaf  made  a  book  ajens  loujmyan 

In  which  book*  eeka  )er  was  terculan  676 

Crisippos  tortula  and  eek  helewjs 

That*  was  abbas  aoV  far  fro  pans 

And  eek*  ^e  parablis  of*  Salamon 

Ouydee  art'  and  boiirdes  many  oon  680 

And  alle  ]Kse  ward  bouude  in  oo  volume 

And  euery  nighf  and  day  was  his  custuine 

whan  he  had  leysir  and  vacacioun 

From  o^t  worldea  occupacioun  68i 

To  reden  in  ftis  boob  of"  wikked  wyues 

he  knew  ot"  hem  mo  legendes  and  Jyuea 

pan  ben  of  goods  wyues  in  ^  bible 

For  tntstith  wel  it  ia  on  inpossible  GPS 

Thaf  any  clerk  schal  apeke  good  of  wyuea 

BqP  if  it  be  of  holy  seintes  lyues 

He  oP  noon  ojwr  wyfea  neuer  fe  mo 

who  peyntid  ]»  leoun  tel  me  who  692 

By  god  if  wowtraen  badde  writen  stories 

As  derkes  haue  wifvinne  her  oratories 

Thay  wold  haue  write  of  men  more  wickidnea 

Than  al  )>e  mark  of  Adam  may  redres  696 

These  children  of  mercury  and  of  veniM 

Ben  in  her  werkyng'  fid  contrarius 

Mercury  louith  wisdom  and  science 

And  veniu  loueth  ryof  and  dispense  700 

And  for  her  diners  disposicioHn 

Ecb  filllith  in  o^eres  exaltacioun 

And  )iU8  god  wof  mercury  is  desolate  Vtaf»,iiack] 

In  pissee  wher  venus  is  exaltate  704 

And  venuB  &ylith  wher  Mercury  is  leysed 

Therfor  no  womman  of  clerkes  is  preieed 

The  clerk  whan  he  is  old  and  may  noujt  do 

Of  venus  werkis  is  nof  wocji  a  scho  708 
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wher  >at  bir  honabond  hyd  him  in  a  pkce  lii^fK} 

For  which  he  had  at  thebes  aorjr  giac« 

Of  lyma  told  he  me  and  of  lucje 

Thay  bofe  made  her  bousbondea  for  to  dye  /  748 

Iliat  oon  for  loae  '  fatf  ojiet  was  foi  bate 

Lyma  hir  honabond  on  an  enen  late 

£mpoyaond  bath .  for  ^f  ache  was  his  fo 

Lucia  licorone  loued  hir  bousboud  so  752 

For  paV  he  aobuld  slway  Tpon  hir  fink" 

Scbe  jaf  him  such  a  maner  loae-drink* 

Tbaf  he  was  deed  er  it  was  by  |ie  morwe 

And  Jma  a^tes  houabondes  had  aorwe  756 

Than  told  be  me  how  oon  latumyus 

Compleigned  vnto  his  felaw  arrius 

That*  in  his  gardyn  growed  such  a  tre 

On  which  he  aayde  how  {inf  his  wyuea  fire  /  760 

Honged  hem  eelfe  /  for  herte  despitous 

0  leue  bio^i .  quod  Jits  arrioua 

Jif  me  a  plonf  of  ))ilke  bleaeid  tre 

And  in  my  gardyn  schal  it<  plantid  be  76-1 

Of  latter  date  of  wynes  ha)i  he  red 

That*  som  ban  elayn  her  housbondea  in  her  bed 

And  let*  her  lecchour  digbten  al  ^  nigbf 

wbil  |)at )»  corps  lay  in  }ie  flor  vpright'  768 

And  som  ban  dryuen  nayles  in  her  brayn 

whiles  fay  aleepe  and  ^ub  )»ey  ban  hem  slayn 

Som  haue  bem  jiue  poysoun  in  her  drink* 

be  spak^  more  barm  fian  herte  may  byjiynk*  772 

And  ^  wi)i  al  he  knew  mo  prouerbee 

)}an  in  ^ia  world  p&T  growen  gres  or  beibes 

Better  is  quod  he  thyn  habitocioMn 

Be  with  a  leoun  or  a  foul  dragoun  776 

Than  with  a  womman  veyng*  for  to  chyde 

Better  is  quod  he  hihe  in  ^e  roof  abyde 

Than  yrif  a  wikked  womman  doun  in  a  hous 

Thay  ben  so  wicked  and  so  contmrioos  780 
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J)iiy  liatuQ  ))Bt  her  houabondes  louen  ay 

llu  aayt]  a  womiiiaa  casf  hii  schome  away 

wliun  Hvliu  cauf  of-  liir  amok',  and  foijier  mo     u*^m,tmrt: 

A  fair  woviiiion  buC  sche  be  chasf  alao  781 

Id  lyk'  a  gold  ryng"  in  a  aowes  nose 

who  wuMo  wouo  or  who  wolde  suppose  / 

Thd  wo  ^iil'  in  inyn  hcrte  was  and  pyn« 

Ami  wliaii  1  Mtiigli  hu  nolde  aeuer  fyne  786 

To  rudcri  on  ^in  curaud  hook*  al  nighf 

Aixt  soduiiily  ^ra  louca  haue  I  plighf 

Out'  of'  )>iii  booko  ^Atf  he  liad  and  eeke 

I  with  my  lial'  ao  took*  him  on  fe  cheeke  792 

Tlial'  in  oiiru  fiiyr  lio  fol  hakward  adoun' 

And  111)  vjwUtI'  iui  d<>^  a  wood  leoun 

And  wi}i  hiH  IIhI'  hit  Hmof  me  on  )ie  hed 

'J'hat'  ill  [lu  Jloor  I  lay  as  I  were  deed  796 

And  whan  hu  iMugli  so  stills  ))af  I  lay 

hi)  was  ngoHt'  and  wold  liaue  fled  away 

'i'il  Mil  Iiul'  otil'  or*  my  swown  I  htayde 

V  haalow  aluyn  niu  fulse  {wf*  I  aayde  800 

And  for  my  lond  )»s  liastow  mourdrid  me 

Er  I  bii  diHHl  ;it  wul  I  kiase  ^e 

And  iw.t  hu  ciini  and  knolitli  faire  a  douu 

Aikd  miydu  duuro  snator  alisoun  804 

Aa  liulp  mo  god  I  Hchnl  fw  neuer  smyte 

That  I  hauo  doon  it  is  (lUelf  to  wite  / 
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And  whan  I  hadde  geten  vnto  me 

Bjr  mauto;  al  fe  Boaereynete 

.And  fair  he  say  do  myn  owno  trewe  wif 

Do  aa  ^  lisf  in  term  of*  al  f>y  lif  820 

Icepe  )iyn  honoui  and  kep  eek"  myn  estat  (ntfrn} 

And  aftor  ]wf  day  we  neuer  had  debal^ 

Qud  help  me  so  I  was  to  him  as  kynda 

Aa  eny  wyf^  fro  Denmailc  vnto  lode  82i 

And  also  trewe  was  he  mto  me 

I  pray  to  god  ^f  sitte  in  mageste 

So  blesse  his  soule  foT  his  mercy  deere 

Kow  wol  I  say  my  tale  i^  je  vol  heere  838 

[No  gap  in  the  MS.] 
[The  Wrangle  between  the  Summoner  and  Friar.] 

f  The  Freie  lough  when  he  had  herd  al  fis     Ji^'ZX^H^ti!' 

Now  dame  quod  he  so  haue  I  ioye  or  blis        {^IT" ''  *"  "'** 

This  is  a  long*  preambel^  of  a  tale  i'  «■  tHnmMi 

And  whan  fe  Sompnowr  herd  )te  frere  gale  832 

Lo  quod  fe  sompnour  for  gnddes  armee  tuo 

A  frer  wol  entiemet'  him  euermo 

lo  goode  men  a  die  and  eek<  a  frere 

woln  falle  in  eueiy  dissche  and  matiera  836 

whaf  speksf  ^u  ofi .  perambulacioun 

what  amhil .  or  trot .  or  pees  or  go  sit  doun 

Thou  )ett«Bt'  oute  diaporf  in  ^is  matere 

^  woltow  so  sir  sompnoui  quod  fa  frere  810 

Kow  by  my  &y  I  schal  er  ])af  I  go 

Telle  of  a  sompnonc  such  a  tale  or  tao 

Thal^  alls  ^  folk/  schnln  lauf^en  in  ^is  place  / 

Nov  ellis  frere  I  byschrew  ^y  face  844 

Qnod  ^ie  Sompnonr  and  I  byschrewe  me 

Buf  /  if*  I  telle  tales  tuo  of  )»e 

Of  freres  or  I  come  to  Sydingbome 

\»i/ 1  schal  make  )>in  hert«  fur  to  monie  848 
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FoT  wel  I  wot^  fj  paciena  is  goon 
Oure  hoete  cride  pees  and  ^t  anoon 
And  sayde  let  ^  womman  telle  hit  tale  / 
Je  bie  as  folkes  fa,V  dronken  ben  of  ale  852 

Do  dome  1«1  forth  joni  tale  and  f>at  is  beat/ 
AI  redy  eii  quod  sche  rigbV  as  }ou  lest/ 
IP  I  haue  licence  of"  fia  worthy  frere 

Jis  dame  quod  he  tel  toTp  and  I  echal  beeie  856 

[Break  of  two  Utia  in  the  MS.'] 
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[leaf  97,  back] 

IN  oldfi  dayu  of-  fa  kyng'  arthom  1  km 

Of-  which  ^af  britouna  apeken  gref  honour 
Al  waa  >is  lond  fulfilled  of-  fayrie 
The  elf  queen  wi^  hir  ioly  compaignye 
Daunced  fuloft  in  many  a  grene  mede 
Thia  was  ^  old  oppynyoun  aa  I  rede 
I  apeke  of  many  bundrid  ;er  ago 
Buf  now  can  no  mao  see  noon  elues  mo 
For  Eow  ^e  grete  charite  and  prayerea 
Of  lymytoure  and  ofer  holy  frerea 
Thal^  Bechen  euery  lond  and  euery  atreem 
As  thit  as  motis  in  )>e  sonne  beem 
BleBBynge  hallea.  chambres,  kichenea.  boures 
Citeea.  buighea.  castels.  bihe  and  toures. 
Thropea .  beines .  schepnea .  and  dayeriea 
Ihaf  makith  Jut*  ^er  ben  no  fayeries 
For  JwT  as  wonf  was  to  walken  an  elf 
Tber  walkith  noon  .  buf  ^e  lymytour  himself 
In  vndermeles  and  in  morwenynges 
And  aaith  hia  matyns  and  his  holy  ^inges 
Aa  he  go^  in  his  lymytacioun 
woTnmen  may  go  eauGy  vp  and  doun 
In  euery  bnsscb  or  vnder  euery  tre 
J}er  is  HOD  o^er  incumbenV  bnt/  he  / 
And  ne  wol  bul^  doon  hem  dishonour 
And  so  bifel  it  /  )iat>  ^is  king*  arthoui 
had  in  his  bous  a  lusty  bacheler 
Thaf  on  a  day  com  rydyug<  fro  ryuor 
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And  lMffied<l  aagne^K^  vsi  bc^ 

Of  vkidi  mardai  la^MO  »u^r  hir  heed 

Br  mtar  f-»s  bjnft-  hir  majieDhtii  888 

Fcv  each  opj«ea9i>:<m  tu  «adi  daisoar 

And  (oeh  paaane  mU  kji^  aidMor 

Thar  dampoed  wm  ^  knighr  and  acknU  be  ded 

Bt  man  ot  Uve  and  acanld  hane  kaf  his  heed  892 

P'lranf'nttire  each  vis  ^  italat  ^ 

Bar  t^V  fe  qnecD  and  <>.-r  ladn  mo 

So  loi^e  pttTeden  f*j  ft  ^T*^  of  giMce  s^tm: 

m  he  hU  lif  ha^  grvnaUd  in  ^  pbee  89$ 

And  j»t  him  to  ^  qae«n  al  u*  hir  wiQe 

To  cheae  wethir  sehe  wcilde  him  sane  or  spQle 

The  qaeen  thanked  fe  krng*  <ri^  al  hir  mi^iP 

And  after  yaa  sche  spab*  vnto  fe  kni^tF  900 

whan  ^  sche  saogh  hit  t;me  vpon  a  day 

Thow  Btondesf  feV  qnod  he  in  snch  amj 

paV  of"  f  y  lyP  haslov  no  scwerte 

I  grannte  }y  lif  if  ^a  cansf  t«Ik  me  904 

what'  ^iug*  ia  it^  ^t'  wommen  raoetf  desinn 

Be  war  aad  keep  py  nek*  bon  fro  ^  Ires 

And  if*  ^a  ranaf  not  tellen  if  anoon 

Jet  wol  I  ^iue  fe  lene  for  lo  goon  908 

A  twelf  month  and  a  day  it?  for  to  leie 

An  anHwar  auffiaannf  in  ^is  matiere 
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To  leme  whaf  ^ing*  wommen  louen  most 

Buf  he  n«  cou)ie  anyuen  in  no  cosf 

i*her  as  he  mighte  fynde  ))is  matiere 

To  ^ese  ^inges  accordyng'  in  fere  921 

Somme  saydea  womme  loaen  besf  richeeae 

Sotnme  aayde  honour  and  some  sajde  iolynesse 

Sontme  sayde  riche  array  some  saydoa  lusf  on  bedde 

And  ofte  tyme  to  be  wydow  and  wedde  928 

Somme  aayden  oure  herte  is  most*  I-eased 

whan  we  ben  y-flaterid  and  y-pleased 

He  gaf  fill  neigh  pa  soth  I  wil  not  lye 

A  man  schal  vynne  vs  besf  wip  flaterye  932 

And  with  attendaunce  and  busynesse  [ifq/w,»«*] 

Ben  we  y-limed  bo^e  more  and  lesse  / 

And  aomme  sayen  ^if  we  louen  best^ 

For  to  be  f re  and  to  doon  as  vs  lesf  936 

And  faf  no  man  repreue  vs  oP  oure  vice 

But*  say  ^f  we  ben  wys  and  no  ^ing*  nyce 

For  trewely  f er  is  noon  of*  va  alia 

IP  eny  wighf  wold  claw  vs  on  )»  galle  /  940 

Thaf  we  nyl  like  for  he  saith  va  so|) 

Assay  and  he  schal  fynd  it<  ^af  so  do)i 

For  be  we  nener  so  vicious  wi^inne 

we  Bchnln  be  holde  wya  and  dene  of  synne  944 

And  somme  sayn  ^af  gref  delif  ban  we 

For  to  be  holden  stabil  and  eecre  / 

And  in  oon  purpoa  etedfastjy  to  duelle  / 

And  nonghf  bywreye  ^ng<  faV  men  ts  telle  /  948 

But  ^f  tale  is  nof .  worth  a  rakes  stele 

Far  dy  we  wymmen .  can  righf  no  ^ing*  hele 

witnee  on  myda  wil  je  here  ^  tale  / 

Ouyd  among*  his  ojmi  fiinges  smale  952 

Sayde  ^yda  had .  vnder  his  lange  heris 

Growyng'  rpon  his  heed  tuo  asses  eeris 

The  whiche  vice  he  hid  as  he  best*  might 

Fnl  anbtilly  fro  eaery  monnea  aigllt  95fi 
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Thaf  sauo  hia  wyf  fer  wisf  oP  fat  do  mo 

he  loued  hir  moaU.  and  trusted  liir  also  / 

he  prayed  hir.  Jiaf  to  no  creature 

sche  flcliulde  tellen  .  of*  his  disfigure  /  960 

6che  awor  him  nay  for  al  (lia  world  to  wynne 

Sche  nolde  do  fat'  vilony  or  synne 

To  make  hir  houabond  haue  so  foul  a  name 

Sche  wold  nof  tel  it  for  hir  oughae  achame  964 

But^  nathetes  hir  Jioughle  fat*  sche  dyde 

Thaf  sche  bo  long-  a  counaeU  scholde  hyde 

hir  fioughf  if  swal.  so  sore  about  /  hir  herP 

Thaf  needely  aom  word  hir  most  aatert  968 

And  sins  sche  dorsf  nof  tel  it  vii-to  man 

Doun  to  a  marreys  foste  hy  sche  ran 

Til  Bche  cam  Jier  hir  hevte  was  on  fiiyre  [/co/bbj 

And  aa  a  bytonre  bumhhlh  in  pe  myre  972 

Sche  layd  hir  mouth  vnto  fe  water  doun 

Bywrey  me  not*  jjou  watir  with  pi  soun 

Quod  sche  to  (le  I  telle  it  and  no  mo 

Myn  housbond  haf  long*  asee  eeris  tuo  976 

Now  is  niyn  herf  al  hoo!  now  is  if  oute 

I  might-  no  lenger  kepe  it  out*  of"  doute 

Her  may  )o  se  feigh  we  a  tyme  abyde 

Jet*  out*  it  moof  we  can  no  counaeil  hyde  980 

The  remonaunt*  of"  fe  tale  ip  je  wil  here  / 

Eetlith  ovid .  and  fer  )fl  mow  it  leere 

H  This  knighf  of*  which  my  tale  is  specially 

whan  Jiaf  he  aaugh  he  mighf  noujP  come  perhy  984 

Tlua  is  to  say  whaf  wommcn  louen  raosf 

wifinne  his  bresf  ful  sorwftil  waa  pe  gost/ 

Buf  hom  he  gofi .  he  niighf  no  lenger  soiourne 

The  day  was  come  fat'  homward  most"  ho  torne  988 

And  in  his  way  if  hapnyd  him  to  ride 

In  al  his  care  vnder  a  forest*  side 

wher  as  he  saugh  vpon  a  daunce  go 

Of-  ladys  four  and  twenty  and  jit  mo  993 
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Toward  ^u  ilke  daunce  I  drougli  ful  jeme  / 

In  hope  f&tf  8om  wisdom  achnld  I  leme  / 

But*  certeynly  er  I  com  folly  ^ere 

Yanjsshid  was  ^U  daunce  he  nyBte  when  /  996 

Ifo  creatine  sai^h  he  fa,tf  bar  lif- 

Sauf  on  |m  greene  he  aai^B  Bittjng<  a  wjt  / 

A  fouler  wights  fei  may  no  man  deuyse 

A^ens  ^  knigfit*  ^is  olde  wyf*  gan  lyae  1000 

And  aayder  eir  knigKf  heer  forth  lith  no  way 

Tel  me  what*,  je  seekyn  by  ^our  fiiy 

Par  aduentwro ,  if  may  J«  better  ho/ 

Thise  olde  folk"  can  mocbil  f  ing*  quod  ache  1004 

My  liene  modii  quod  pia  knight*  certayn 

I  am  baf  ded  but*  if<  |)af  I  can  sayn 

whaf  ^ing<  ie  if.  ^af  wonimen  moaf  deaire 

Cou^  je  me  wisse  .  I  wold  wel  quyt  jour  liuyre  /         1008 

Plight"  me  fy  troutb,  her  in  myn  bond  quod  ache     tV».**J 

The  nexte  {iing<  ^f  I  require  [le 

Tbou  achalf  it  doo  if  it  be  in  }y  might* 

And  I  wol  telle  it  ^e  er  it  be  nigbf  1012 

haue  bei  my  troufie  quod  ^e  knighf  1  gmunte 

Tharnie  quod  ache  I  dat  me  wel  auaunte 

)}y  lif*  is  aauf  for  I  wol  etonde  jwr  by 

vpon  my  lif"  fe  qaeen  wol  aay  aa  I  1016 

lef  se  which  ia  )ie  proudest*  of*  hem  alle 

Jwf  werith  on  a  couerchieP  or  a  calle 

J)af  dar  say  nay  of  pin^  I  schal  fie  teche 

lef  ys  go  forth  wifouten  more  apeche  1020 

Tho  rowned  echo  a  pistil  in  his  eere 

And  bad  him  to  be  glad  and  haue  no  fere 

whan  ^ay  ben  comen  to  )ie  courf  ^is  knigHt 

Sayd  be  had  holde .  paf  day  >Bf  he  higbf  1024 

Al  redy  was  his  answer  aa  be  saydo 

Ful  many  a  noble  wyf>  and  many  a  mayde 

And  many  a  wydow  for  ^af  ^y  ben  wyse 

The  queen  hiraelf*  sittyng"  aa  a  luatise  1028 
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Assemblid  ben  hie  answer  for  to  hiere 

And  aft«rvrard  ^is  knight*  waa  bode  appiero 

To  euery  wighf  comaniidid  was  cilence 

And  fatf  ^  knig&t  schnld  telle  in  audience  103! 

vihatf  Jiing*  f»V  worldly  wommen  louen  beef 

IT  i)o  knigfil^  ne  etood  not'  atille  aa  dop  a  beat< 

fiuf  to  fie  qaestioun  anoon  answerde 

wi^  manly  Toys  ^at  al  the  coorf  it  herde  103£ 

My  liege  lady  generally  quod  he 

wommen  deairen  to  bane  soueraynte 

Ab  wel  ouei  hir  houabond  as  ouer  hir  lone 

And  for  to  be  in  maystry  bim  aboue  lOK 

This  is  fe  moat  deair  Jougb  }e  me  kiUe  / 

!Dofi  as  jow  lisf  I  am  beer  at^  jour  wille 

In  al  fie  court  ne  was  ^er  wyf  ne  mayde 

He  wydow  ^af  contraried  ^af  he  sayde  1044 

Buf  sayden  he .  was  worf  y  haue  his  liP 

And  wij  |)af  word  vp  etarf  fat  olde  wif 

which  faf  )>e  knighf  saugh  eittyng*  on  )«  grene    Cmt  imi 

Mercy  qnod  sche  my  aoneraigne  lady  qneene  lOif 

£c  fiaf  joar  coorf  depaite  do))  me  rig&f 

I  tanghte  fia  answer  vnto  pe  knighf 

For  wbicb  he  pligbte  me  bia  tronjie  there 

The  firate  fing"  faf  I  wold  him  reqaeie  106S 

he  wold  if  do  if<  if  lay  in  his  migbf 

Bifore  )ie  courf  Jicn  pray  I  pe  i 
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Tbat'  vnder  erthe  is  giaoe  or  lith  aboue 

Bu*  I  fy  wife .  were  and  eek"  fy  lone 

My  lone  quod  he .  nay  nay  .  my  dampnaciottn 

Alias  |)af  eny  at  my  uacioun  1 068 

8chuld  euer  ao  foule  diapangid  be 

But/  (tl  for  noughf .  ^  ende  is  ^  ^f  he 

Constreigned  was .  be  needes  most  hir  wedde 

And  takith  his  wyf  and  gof;  wi^  hir  to  hedda  1072 

IT  Now  woldon  som  men  say  par  aduenture 

That^  for  my  necgligence  I  do  no  cure 

To  telle  jow  ^e  ioye  and  tharray 

Thaf  af  Jiaf  fesf  was  maad  |iat  ilke  day  1076 

To  which  ^ing"  schortly  answnren  I  schal 

And  say  )ier  nas  feste  ne  ioy  af  al 

Ther  nas  but*  heaynes  and  mochil  aorwo 

For  priuely  he  weddyd  hir  in  a  morwe  1080 

And  alday  hudde  him.  as  do^  an  oule 

So  wo  was  him  his  wyf<  loked  ao  foule 

Gref  was  f e  wo ,  fe  kniglif  had  in  hia  ^uglit 

whan  he  was  with  his  wyP  oa  bedde  brought"  108t 

He  walwith  and  he  tometh  to  and  fro  [it^rtw.aiirii 

his  olde  wyP  lay  Bmylyng*  euer  mo 

And  sayd  o  deere  housbond  benedicite'       [> Ha. bndiiiiw] 

Farath  euery  knighf  wif  his  wyf"  as  ja  /  1088 

la  ^is  Jw  lawe  of  king*  arthnrea  hous 

Is  euery  knight  of'  liis  )iu9  daungeroua 

I  am  ^our  onghne  loue  /  and  )our  wyf> 

I  am  sche  )iaf  hath  sauyd  jotir  Iyf>  1092 

And  certea  ne  dede  I  jow  neuer  nitighf 

why  fare  je  pue  with  me  jie  firste  night 

}e  fare  lik*  a  man  }&tf  had  left  hia  wit/ 

whaf  is  my  gait,  for  godes  loue  tel  me  it  10d6 

And  it  sohal  be  amendid  i^  ^at  I  may 

Amendid  quod  ]iis  knight  alias  nay  nay 

It  wol  nought  ben  amendid  neuer  mo 

Tbow  art  so  lo^ly  and  so  old  also  1100 

OANT.  TALKS. — HARL.  Q 
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And  ^erto  comen  of  so  lovh  a  kynde 

That*  litil  vender  u  fiough  I  walwe  and  wynde 

So  wolde  god  myu  herte  wolde  bresf 

Is  fiis  quod  eche  ^  cause  of*  joar  vniesf !  1101 

Je  certeynly  quod  he  no  wonder  is 

Kow  Bire  quod  sche  I  coujie  amende  al  ]iia 

If*  JiaP  me  lisf  er  it-  were  dayee  fre  / 

So  wel  ^  mighte  bere  )ow  to  me  1108 

But*  for  ;e  epeken  of*  such  gentileaae 

As  is  descendif  outf  of"  old  richesse 

Tberfor  echuld  }e .  ben  holden  gentil  men) 

Sach  BTTogannce.  is  not;'  worth  an  ben  1113 

lok  who  ^af  is  most'  vertuons  alway 

Friae  and  perf  and  mosf  entendi^  ay 

To  do  ^  gentil  dedee  patf  he  can 

Tak*  bim  for  Jw  grettest*  gentil  man  IIIG 

Criaf  wol  we  clayme  of  him  oure  gentileeso 

Nought*  oP  oure  eldres  for  our  gref  richesse 

For  |)ough  ))ey  jiue  tb  al  her  heritage 

For  which  we  clayme  to  be  of  high  parage  1120 

^if  may  f&y  nof  biquefie  for  no  pinff 

To  noon  of"  ts  so  yerhious  iynyng* 

That*  made  hem  gentil  men  y-callid  be  [(«tf  wi] 

And  bad  ve  folwe  hem  in  such  degre  1121 

\vcl  can  [le  wyse  poel^  of  Florence 

Thaf  liatle  Daunt'  speke  of  pie  sentence  / 
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To  don  of*  gentileece  Jra  fair  ufBce 

Thay  inigBf  noughf  doon  no  vileny  or  vice 

Tak*  fn;r  and  ber  if  in  )ie  derkeaf  bous 

Bitwixe  fia.  and  pe  mount  Caukaeone  1140 

And  let'  men  Bchitr ,  fe  dores  and  go  ]wnne 

iiif  \rol  |ie  fuyr  as  fair  and  lighte  brenna 

As  tirenty  ^usond  men  might  if  bibolda 

his  ol&L-e  natnrel  ay  wol  it  bolde  I14i 

vp  peril  on  my  lif*  til  f af  it  dye 

her  /  raay  je  se  wol  how  ^at  genteryo 

Is  noDgbt;<  annelid  to  poasesaiotin 

Sitbins  falk^  ne  doon  her  operacioun  1146 

Alway  as  doth  Jic  fuyi  lo  in  his  kynde 

For  god  it  wof  men  may  ful  often  fynde 

A  lordes  sone  do  schame  and  vilonye 

And  he  }a,V  wol  haue  pris  of'  bis  gentrie  1 152 

For  he  was  boien  of*  a  gentil  hous 

And  bad  bis  eldres  noble  and  vertooiia 

And  nyl  himselue.  doo  no  genlil  dedis 

Ne  folw  his  gentil  auncet^  ^f  deed  is  1166 

he  ia  noughf  gentil  be  be  duk<  or  eri . 

For  vileyn  synful  deedes  make))  a  cberi . 

For  gentilnesse  nye  baf  renome 

Of"  |iin  anncestres  for  ber  heigh  bounte  1160 

which  is  a  straui^e  ^g*  to  ^y  persone         (unfm,im*i 

Thy  gendleece  come^  fro  god  alloone 

Than  com^  oure  verray  gentilesse  of-  grace 

If  was  no  ^ng<  biquetbe  tb  wi^  onre  place  IIG4 

Thinke^  bow  nobil  aa  saith  Valerias 

was  ^ilke  tolliaa  hoatilins 

Tbaf  onf  of  ponert  /  roe  to  high  noblesse 

Redith  Senek/.  and  tedith  eek/ Boece .  1168 

Ther  scbuln  je  se  expiesse  ^f  no  dred  is 

})af  be  is  gentil  ^at  do^  gentil  dedis 

And  ^rfor  lieue  housbond  I  conclude 

Al  were  it  tbaf  myn  anncetres  wer  rade  1173 
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JiV  ta»y  ft  highe  god  tad  so  hope  I 

Graante  me  grace  to  Ijoe  Tfrtnonsly 

Tban  am  I  gentfl  whan  ^t'  I  bygyone 

To  Ijue  rertaoaaly  and  weynen  sjnne  1176 

And  ^r  S0  je  of  poverl'  me  lefoene 

The  hetghe  god  on  whom  faP  we  bilieoe 

Id  wilful  poaeTf  ches  to  leae  bis  lif* 

And  cert«s  ene/y  man .  msyden  oi  wif*  1180 

May  mderstonde  f&tf  llic>  heaen  king* 

Ife  wold  BoV  chese .  a  vicious  lyayng* 

Glad  ponert  is  an  hoaesf  ^iiig<  oertnyn 

This  wol  SeDet  and  ofei  cleikee  sayn  1184 

who  faV  holf  him  payd  of  his  poueit 

X  hold  him  riche .  al  had  he  nonjt  a  echerV 

he  ^1^  coneitith  is  a  pore  wight 

Foi  he  wold  haue  |iaf  is  nof  in  his  mighf  1 188 

Buf  he  ))af  nuujt'  ha^ .  ne  coueyteth  noi^t/  to  bane 

Is  riche  al  ^ough  ;e  hold  him  bnt  a  knaue 

Vcrniy  pouerf  is  synne  proprely 

lauenal  saith  of<  pouerf  merily  1192 

H  The  pore  man  whan  he  goji  by  ^  way 

liifore  )<e  theues  he  may  synge  and  play 

Poaett'  is  hateful  and  as  I  gesse  / 

A  fill  grct  bryuger  out*  of  busyuesse  /  1 19C 

A  gref  amender  eek*  of  Sapiens 

To  him  fiat  takith  it  in  paciens 
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vera  in  no  book'  je  gentile  of^  honour 

8&7n  ^af  men  schnld  an  old  wight  doon  fanouc 

And  elope  him  fader  for  jonr  gentilease 

And  certes  I  schal  {ynden  as  I  gesse  I2I2 

Than  drede  )om  noughf  to  ben  a  cokewold 

Now  ]wr  patf  je  aayn  I  am  fotil  and  old 

For  filthe  and  elde  also  mof  I  the 

Ben  grete  wardeyna  vpon  chastite  /  1216 

But*  nathelea  sith  I  knowe  jonr  de)yt> 

I  echal  folfille  ;oure  woddl;  appetyf 

Chese  now  qaod  sche  oon  of*  |>eBe  piitgea  tweye 

To  haue  me  foul  and  old  til  )>at  I  deye  1 220 

And  be  to  ]ow  a  trewe  humble  wj^ 

And  neueT  }ow  diaplease  in  al  my  lyf< 

Or  ellee  je  wol  haue  tne  }ong<  and  fair 

And  take  jour  auenture  oP  fie  repair  1324 

J}af  schal  be  to  joui  bona  by  cause  of*  mo 

Or  in  Bom  o^er  place  may  wel  be 

Now  cheee  jour  selaen  whethir  faV  ]ow  likith 

This  knigliti'  auyeith  him  and  sore  sikith  1226 

Buf  atte  last  he  sayd  in  pis  manere 

My  lady  and  my  loue .  and  my  wifi  bo  duere 

I  putte  me  in  jour  wyse  gouernaance 

Chesith  jour  self  which  may  he  moef  pleasauac«  1232 

And  moaf  honour  to  jow  and  me  also 

I  do  no  fore  fa  whejwr  of  Jie  too 

For  as  jow  likith  if  soflisith  me 

Than  baue  I  gete  ot  jow  f&  maystry  quod  sche  /  1236 

Sith  I  may  gouem  and  chese  as  me  list/      [J«(ri<n.t«»] 

}e  certia  wyf'  quod  he  I  hold  it  besf 

kys  me  qnod  ache  we  ben  no  lenger  wro^ 

For  by  my  trou^.  I  wol  be  to  jow  bojie  1240 

This  is  to  say  je  bojre  feir  and  good 

I  pray  to  god  ^f  I  mof  stente  wood 

But/ 1  be  to  JOW  also  good  and  trewe 

As  euer  was  wyf  tiffen  ^  world  was  news  1244 
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And  but/  I  be  to  morow  as  feir  to  seen 
Ab  eny  lady  empereBae  or  queen 
That  ia  bitwixe  theaf  and  eelc  po  wesf 
Doth  by  my  lyf".  righp  euen  aa  jow  leaf  1248 

Caat*  vp  pe  cortyns  and  look*  whaf  fia  is 
And  vban  ^  kuygtif  aaugh  veirayly  al  Jiia 
Tlial^  Bcbe  so  fair  waa  and  so  }ong<  )>er  to 
For  ioye  he  henf  bir  in  hie  annefl  tao  1252 

his  herte  bathid  in  a  bath  of  blisM 
A  thonaand  tyme  on  rows  he  gan  hir  kisae 
And  ache  obeyed  bim  in  eaeiy  liing* 

Thaf  mighte  doon  him  pleiaaons  or  likyngi  1256 

And  pMB  fay  lyue  vnto  her  lyaea  end 
In  parfyf  ioye  and  iha  crief  ve  aende 
hausbondeB  mekc  jonge  and  freisache  on  bedde 
And  grace  to  ouerbydo  hem  ^f  we  Tedde  1260 

And  eek<  I  pray  to  Ibu  achorf  her  lynes 
Thaf  vil  uoQghf  be  gouemed  aftei  her  wyaea 
And  old  and  angry  nygardes  of*  deapense 
God  send  hem  aone  Terisy  peatilence  /  1264 

IT  Here  endith  >e  wif*  of  Bathe  hire  tale 
[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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f  Hen  bjernneQi  po  prologe  of  |)e  Freres  tale 

THis  worthy  lymytoor  ^ia  noble  Frere 
he  made  alwajr  a  lourynge  cheera 
Tpon  the  aompoour .  buf  for  honeate  / 
No  vileyns  voide.  jiP  to  him  spak'  he  1268 

Buf  atte  laaf  he  aayd  vnto  >e  wyf 
Dame  qnod  be .  god  }iue  ]ow  good  lyf 
Je  ban  ber  touchid  al  so  mof  I  the 

In  scole  matier  gret  difficolte  1272 

Je  ban  aayd  mochel  fing  rigbf  vel  I  say  inafim 

Buf  dome  right  as  we  ryden  by  ft  way 
Vs  neede^  noujf  bof  for  to  epeko  of  game  ■ 
And  lete  anctoritea  in  goddes  name  1276 

To  preching'  and  to  scolea  of  clergie  / 
Biif  if  if  like  to  ^is  compauye  / 
I  wil  ;ow  of  a  sompnout  telle  a  game 
Far  de  ]e  may  wel  knowe  by  pe  name  1280 

That*  of  a  Bompnout  may  no  good  be  sayd 
I  pray  ]ow  ^af  noon  of  ;ow  be  euel  a-payd 
A  Sompnour  ia  a  rennei  vp  and  doun 
wi)i  matmdementj  Tor  fornicacioun  1264 

And  is  y-bete  af  euery  tonnes  oende  / 
Oar  oste  spak*  /  a  sir  )e  schold  been  heende  / 
And  cnrteys  as  a  man  of  jour  estaaf 
In  company  we  wol  hane  no  debaaV  1288 

TeUe|)  jonr  tale  and  let*  ^  sompnour  bo 
Ifay  qno^  fe  sompnout  let  him  say  to  mo 
what  so  him  liHt  whan  it  comef  to  my  loP 
By  god  I  schal  him  quyteu  euery  grot  1292 

I  Bchal  him  telle  which  a  gret  honour 
Is  to  ben  a  fals  flateryng"  lymytour        ^t^^i'^mrnr"''''' 
And  his  ofBs  I  schal  him  telle  I-wis 
Our  host  anawerd  and  aayd  pe  sompnour  ^  1296 

And  after  ^ia  he  sayd  rato  )>e  Frere 
Telle^  for^  jour  tale  my  maister  deore 
[No  gap  in  the  MS.] 
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VNarrat. 

fhilom  far  was  daellyng*  in  toy  conntre 
An  erchedeken  a  man  of-  gret<  degre 
Thaf  bcldely  did  execadoun 
In  punyschyng'  o^  fomicaciotm 
OP  wicchecraff  and  eek<  of  Bauderfe 
Of"  diffamactoun  and  auoutrie  / 
Of'  cbirchereuea  and  of  testomentes 
Ofi  contractes  and  of  lok*  of  sacramenta 
And  eet  of  many  auo))er  ciyme         ^'^CiuZS^ 
which  n«di^  nof  to  reherse  af  )iia  tyme 
Of  THur  and  of  Symony  also 
But;'  certeB  lecchoure  did  be  grettesf  woo. 
Thay  sclmlde  synge  if  J>ay  were  henl?  Vttfit 

And  smale  ty)iei8  ^y  wore  fouly  schenl^ 
If  eny  persoun  wold  vpon  hem  ployne 
Thet  might  astert/  him  no  pecnnial  [>eyne 
For  smale  type»  and  for  smal  offrynge 
he  mode  ^e  poeple  pitously  to  synge 
For  er  ()e  bisschop  caughf  him  in  hia  hook* 
)}ay  weren  in  |>e  orchodeknes  book> 
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For  we  ben  outi*  of  here  cotreccioun 

Thay  hane  of"  tb  no  iurediccioun 

Xe  neuer  schul  to  terme  of  alle  her  lyaes 

Peter  80  been  }%  wommen  of  )ie  Bt3aies  1332 

Thay  beji  I-puP  out*  of  oure  cures 

Fees  with  meschaimce  ami  wi^  masauenturea 

JTUB  sayd  our  host*  and  lef  him  telle  hia  tale  / 

ITow  telle^  for^  al  |)ough  ^e  Bompaour  gale  1336 

JSe  spare^  noughf  myn  owns  maister  deere 

))ia  false  J^ef"  {>e  sompnour  quo^  fe  frere./ 

Had  alway  bawdes  redy  to  his  hood 

Aa  eny  haulc  to  lore  in  ei^;eIond  1340 

Jlat^  told  him.  al  ^  secre  paf  ^ay  kncwe 

Por  here  acqueintaunce  waa  not"  come  of  newe 

))ay  were  hia  approwoui's  priuely 

He  took*  himself'  a  gret  profyf  fier  by  1314 

His  maister  knew  naf  alway  whaf  he  ivun 

wijKiute  maondement/  a  lewed  mau 

He  con^  sompne  Tp  peyne  of  eristea  ciira 

And  ^ay  were  glad  to  fiile  wel  hia  purs./  1348 

And  make  him  grete  featis  atte  nale  /  innniu] 

And  lighP  aa  ludaa  hadde  puises  smale  / 

And  was  a  theef .  righf  such  a  ^eef  was  Iw 

hia  maister  had  nob  half  hia  duete  1362 

he  was  if  I  achal  jioe  him  hia  laude . 

A  ^f  a  sompnour  and  eek'  a  baude . 

And  he  had  wenchee  af  his  retenue 

Thaf  whe)iir  paf  air  fioherf  or  sir  hughe  1356 

Or  lak"  or  Eauf  or  who-ao  f  af  it  were 

That-  lay  by  hem  {wy  told  it  in  his  eere 

Thus  waa  ^  wenche  and  he  of  oon  assent 

And  he  wold  fecche  a  feyned  maundemeat  1360 

And  aompne  hem  to  chapitre  bo^  tuo 

And  pyle  ^  man  and  loll  Jie  wenche  go 

Than  wold  he  aayn  I  schal  frend  for  py  sake 

DoQ  strike  Jra  out^  of  oure  hltrea  blake  1364 
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The  jMir  no  more  as  in  (tis  cas  trauayle 

I  am  )>f  frenJ  ^r  I  ^e  may  avayle 

Certeynly  he  knew  of"  bribonra  mo 

Than  posaible  is  to  telle  in  }eres  tuo  1368 

For  in  |iia  world  nya  dogge  for  fe  bowe 

PaV  can  an  liiirf  deer  from  an  hoi  y-knowe 

Bcf  )ian  ^13  eompnour  knew  a  leccheonr 

Or  niioittier  or  ellis  a  paramour  1373 

And  for  paP  was  jie  fruyt'  of  al  his  rent" 

Therfore  {tet  on  he  set"  al  hia  entenf 

And  so  bifel  }iaf  oones  on  a  day 

Thia  sompnour  euer  wayting"  on  his  pray  1376 

Bod  forth  to  sompnc  a  widew  and  old  ribibe 

Feynyng"  a  cause  for  he  wolde  bribe 

And  happed  faf  he  say  bifore  him  ryde 

A  gay  ;eman  vnder  a  forest*  syde  1 380 

A  bow  he  bar  and  arwes  brigbP  and  kene 

He  had  vpon  a  courtepy  of"  grene 

An  haf  vpon  his  heed  wi|i  frenges  blake 

Sir  quod  ^is  sompnour  heyl  and  wel  ouertaks  1364 

welcome  quod  he  and  cuery  good  felawe 

whider  ridestow  vndcr  ^ia  grene  schawe 

Sayde  fis  jiman  wiltow  fer  to  day  [:*vim.»<**] 

Tliis  Bumpnour  anawerd  and  aayde  nay  1388 

Her  faste  by  quod  he  is  myn  en  tent 

To  ryden  for  to  reysen  vp  a  rent 
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If*  that*  pa  happe  come  in  to  oure  achiie 

Al  schal  be  ^in  righf  as  fon  wolf  desiie 

Grannf  mercy  quod  Jiis  Bompnour  by  my  fiuth  / 

Eueiich  in  otlietefl  bond  bia  troutbe  laitb  1404 

Foi  to  be  Bwome  bieJitirBn  til  )iay  deyeu 

In  didiaunce  for])  p&j  ride  and  pleyeu 

This  Sompnour  which  ^af  waa  as  ful  of<  ianglea 

As  foi  of*  veaym  ben  )iese  wery-anglea  1408 

And  euer  enqueiing*  vpon  euery  ^ing* 

Broker  quod  be  wber  now  is  jour  dwellyng* 

Anojidr  day  if"  y&tf  I  sohold  jow  seeche 

Tbia  jiman  him  anewerd  in  aofte  apeche  1412 

Bro)ier  quod  he  fer  in  )ie  nor{i  contre 

vher  ae  I  hope  somtyme  I  achal  ))e  se 

£r  ve  deporf  I  schal  |>e  so  wel  wisse 

ThaP  oP  myn  bous  ne  schaltow  neuer  miase  1416 

Now  bio])er  quod  J»is  sompnour  I  jow  pray 

Tecbe  me  whil  ^af  we  ryden  by  )«  way 

Syn  |iaf  je  ben  a  baily  as  am  I 

Som  eubtilte  as  tel  me  faithfully  1 420 

In  myn  ofBce .  how  patf  I  may  wynne . 

And  spare  not  for  consciens  or  for  synne  / 

But  as  my  bro^i  tel  me  bow  do  je 

Now  by  my  tronthe  brothir  myn  sayd  he  /  1424 

As  I  schal  telle  )«  a  faithful  tale  [irnfm^ 

My  wages  ben  ful  streyf  and  eek<  ful  smole 

My  lord  to  me  is  streyf  and  daungerous 

And  myn  office  is  ful  laborous  I42S 

And  ^erfor  by  extorciouns  I  lyue 

For  eo^  I  take  al  ^af  men  wil  me  jine 

Algate  by  slaighte  oi  by  violence 

Fro  jer  to  jer  I  Wynne  my  deepenoe  1432 

I  can  no  better  telle  faithfully 

Now  certes  quod  ^ia  sompnour  so  fore  I 

I  spjre  nof  to  take  god  it  woot 

But  if  if  be  to  heny  or  to  hoof  1436 
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whaf  I  may  gcto .  in  couiiseil  priuely 
No  more  cousciens  of  ^aif  haae  I 
Sere  niyn  exlorcions  I  TnigKf  not'  lyaen 
Ne  oP  such  iapea  I  wil  nop  be  achriuen 
StomalC  ne  conscience .  know  I  noon 
I  schrew  ^es  scliriftefailres  eaerychoon 
wel  be  we  mef  by  gctd  and  by  semf  lame 
Buf  leue  brojier  telle  me  (ty  name 
Quod  ^ia  sompuour  in  [lis  meiie  while 
This  }cman  gan  a  litel  for  to  amyla 
Bropir  quotl  he  woltow  ^at^  I  ^e  telle 
I  am  a  feend  my  dwel]yi)g<  b  in  helle 
And  her  I  ryde  about*  my  purchaeyng* 
To  witc  wher  men  wol  jine  me  eny  ^ing* 
My  purchas  la  fefTect  of*  al  my  rent 
loke  how  )>ou  ridest^  for  ^e  eame  enteiit/ 
To  Wynne  good  ^ou  KkkisP  iieuer  how 
Eighf  80  fare  I  fur  ryde  I  wolde  now 
vnto  )ie  worldea  ende  for  a  pray 
A  quod  pa  Bompnour  benKlicite  whaf  je  say 
I  wende  ;e  were  a  jeman  trewely 
;e  han  a  maanes  schap  aa  wel  as  I 
liaue  ^Q  a  figure,  fian  determinate 
In  helle  fer  je  ben  in  jour  eatate  / 
Nay  certeynly  quod  he  fer  haue  we  non 
Buf  whan  vs  likith  we  can  make  va  on 
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wliaf  makith  jow  to  hane  al  ^ia  labour 

Fal  many  a  cauae  lieoe  sir  sompnoni 

Sayde  ^ia  feend .  bat  al  ^ing<  hath  a  tyme 

)K  day  is  schorf  and  if  is  passed  pnme  1476 

And  jil<  ne  wan  I  no  yuig  in  Jiia  day 

I  wol  entunt*  to  wynnyng*  if^  I  may 

And  not/  entende  oure  Jiinges  to  declare  / 

For  btot>ei  myn  J>y  wif  ia  al  to  bare  1480 

To  vnderatond  al  ^ug&  I  told  hem  )ie 

For  bnf  f  on  axid .  whi  laboure  we  / 

For  Bom  tyme  we  ben  goddia  instnimentea 

And  menes  to  don  hia  comaundeiuentes  1464 

whan  fiaP  him  lisf  vpon  hie  creatures 

In  diuera  act.  and  in  diuers  figures 

wi)iouten  him  we  haue  no  might"  certeyn 

If*  |iaf  him  listo  .  atonde  jtetageyn  1488 

And  aom  tyme  aP  our  prayer  haue  we  laeue 

Only  )»  body  and  uof  )ie  soule  greuo  / 

witnes  on  lope  whom  we  dide  ful  wo 

And  Bomtyme  haue  we  might"  of"  t>o))e  tuo  1492 

This  is  to  say  of*  body  and  soule  eeke 

And  sora  tyme  be  we  BufTred  for  to  aeeke 

vpon  a  man  and  doon  his  soule  vniest/ 

And  not"  hia  body  and  al  ia  for  ))e  besf  1 496 

whan  ha  wi|)stonditb  oure  temptacioun 

It-  is  a  cause  of  his  sauacioun 

Al  be  if  80 .  it  was  nought"  oure  cntent 

he  Bchuld  be  aauf".  buf  paf  we  wold  him  hent  IDOO 

And  som  tyme  we '  ben  aeruaunf  mto  man       [fnt/ios] 

As  to  thsrchebisschope  seynf  Uunstan 

And  to  thapostolia  seruaunt"  waa  I 

3lV  tel  me  quod  )ie  aompnour  faithfully  1504 

Make  je  y>w.  newe  bodies  alway 

Of"  element) .  fe  fend  answerde  nay 

Bom  tyme  we  feyne.  and  somtyme  we  ryw 

wi{i  dede  bodies,  in  ful  wonder  wyse  IfiOS 
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And  gpeke  renably .  and  as  fair  and  wel 

As  to  Jie  PhitoniBsa  dede  SAmuel 

And  p.V  wol  Bommo  aay .  if  was  not'  be 

I  do  DO  fore,  of-  jour  diuinite  1512 

Butf  oon  |iing<  wame  I  ^  I  wol  aotf  iape . 

jToa  wUf  algatea  wite  how  we  ben  ecbape . 

Thow  Bchalti'  hei  afterward  my  brofier  deere 

Com  wlici  f)e  neditb  no  tiing-  for  to  leere  1516 

For  thou  schalP  by  [lin  ooghn  experience 

Conne  in  a  chayer  leden  of*  fiB  sentence 

Bef  Jian  v/rgile  whils  he  waa  on  lyue  / 

Or  Daunf  also  /  now  tef  va  lyde  blyne  1520 

Por  I  wol  holde  company  with  ^ 

Til  if  be  BO  faf  f on  forsake  me 

Nay  quod  )»  sompnour  Jiat"  schal  nongbf  betyde 

I  am  a  jiman  jiaf  knowen  is  ful  wyde  1524 

My  trou))e  wol  I  hold  as  in  fiis  caas 

For  ))OUgh  ^u  bo  fe  deuyl  Sathanas 

My  trou)K  wol  I  holds .  to  po  my  hio^ 

As  I  am  swore .  and  ecb  oP  \a  to  o|wr  1638 

For  to  be  tiewe  bic^eren  in  fia  caas 

For  bofie  we  goon  aboaten  ouio  pnichas 

Tak"  {lou  fii  parf  and  ^af  men  wil  ^  jyuen 

And  I  Bchal  myn  ^lu  may  we  bo^  lynen  1S32 

And  ii'  eny  of  us .  haae  more  Jian  o^ 

Let*  liim  be  trcwe .  and  parf  it  witi  his  brofr? 
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Ab  ferforthly  as  euer  war  je  folid 

So  moche  wo  as  I  haue  with  jow  tholid 

The  deajl  haue  al  bo^  csif .  and  hors  and  hay 

This  sompnour  sayde  her  achal  we  se  play  1548 

And  ner  )»  foend  he  droogh  as  noujf  ne  were 

Ful  priuely  aad  rouned  in  his  eere 

herke  my  brojier  herks  by  }i  faith 

Ne  barest'  nought*  )ma.  what'  Jw  carter  saith  1552 

hent'  it  anoon '  for  he  ha)i  jinen  it  fe 

bo|)e  hay  and  espies  and  eek'  his  cart'  parde 

H  Xay  qnod  )ie  deuyl  god  wof  neuer  a  del 

It*  ia  noughf  his  entente  trustith  wel  1556 

Ask*  if  fiselP  if  fon  nof  trowisP  me 

Or  ellis  stinf  a  while  and  ^oa  schalf  se 

This  carter  thakketh  hia  hors  vpon  the  croupe 

And  pay  bygon  to  drawen  and  to  stowpe  150O 

hayt*  now  quod  he  ther.  IKu  crisf  ^ow  blease 

And  al  his  hondwerk'  bo^e  more  and  lesse 

Thaf  was  wel  twighf  myn  oughne  lyard  boy 

I  pny  god  sane  fj  body  and  seint  loy  15G4 

Now  is  my  carf  out*  of-  (te  eloo  par  de 

Lo  bro^r  quod  ^  feend  vrhaf  teld  I  {le 

Her  may  je  seen .  myn  owne  deere  broker 

The  carter  epab  oon  ^ing<.  and  ^oug&t^  anojier  1568 

Let  78  go  forth .  abonten  our  viage 

hier  wynne  I  iio)iing<  vpon  cariage 

whan  ^t<  ^y  comen  som  whaf  out  of  toune 

Thia  eompnour  to  his  bro^ir  gan  to  roona  1572 

Brothii  quod  he .  her  wonyth  an  old  rebekke 

Thaf  had  almost' .  as  lief  te  leese  hir  necke  / 

As  for  to  jiue  a  peny  of  hir  good 

I  wolf*  pens  )K>agh  fa.\f  schs  go  wood  1576 

Or  I  wol  somono  hir  te  oure  office  [itaf  im 

And  yt?  god  wot^  I  know  of*  hir  no  vice 

Bat'  for  ^a  cansf  nof  as  in  ]iU  contre 

Wynne  fy  cosf  tak/  her  ensample  of  ma  1580 


This  aompnour  clapped  at>  fe  widowea  gate 

Com  ouf  quod  he  pnu  olde  viritrate 

I  trows  ]iou  hast^  Bom  frere  of  preat*  vi^  ^ 

-who  clappith  ^er  ssjd  yis  widow  benedicite 

God  eaue  }ow  eit.  whaf  is  jour  ewete  wille 

I  haue  quod  ha .  a  aomonauiice  of*  a  bills 

Tp  payne  of<  curayng<  loke  }iat  ^u  be 

To  morwe  bifora  our  erchedsknea  kne 

To  answer  to  fe  court  of*  certojn  (inges 

Now  qaod  Bche  Ihii  crtaf  and  king<  of  kingee 

So  wisly  belpe  me  as  I  ne  may 

I  haue  ben  seek*  and  ^af  fill  many  a  day 

I  may  not*  goon  ao  fer  quod  ache  ne  lyde 

But*  I  be  deed  so  prikith  it'  in  my  ayde 

May  I  oaf  aeke  a  lybel  sir  Sompnout 

And  answer  far .  by  my  piocniatour 

To  sucho  {ting*  as .  men  vol  oppose  me 

)is  quod  ))ia  sompnoui .  pay  anoon  let*  ae 

Twelf<  pens  to  me  and  I  |)e  wil  acquite 

I  BT.hal  no  protytf  haue  fer-by  buf  lite 

My  mayster  hath  fe  profyf  and  not*  I 

Com  of  and  lef  me  ryden  hastily 

Jif  me  my  twelf  pens  I  may  no  lenger  Urj 

Twelf  pens  quod  ache .  now  lady  seinte  mary 

So  wialy  help  me .  ouf  of  care  and  synne 

)]is  wyde  world .  ^ongh  ^f  I  schnlds  wynna 
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I  payd  a.V  horn  for  fi  correcciotin 

Thon  lixf  quod  sche  by  my  sauacioun 

Ne  WM  I  neaer  ei  now  wydow  ne  wyp 

Sotnoimd  vato  jout  coart/  in  a)  my  lyf<  1620 

fTe  nener  I  waa  but  of<  my  body  trewe 

vnto  ^  deoel  rough  and  blalc  of  hiew« 

Jiae  I  ^y  body  and  ^e  panne  also 

And  wban  ^  deayl  herd  hir  curse  so  1624 

Tpon  his  knees  he  sayd  in  ^is  manem 

TSow  mabely  myn  owne  modir  deere 

Ib  Jm  jout  wil  in  emesf  fat/  )o  seye 

|W  denel  quod  ha  fecche  him  er  he  deye  1628 

And  panne  and  al  bnf  ho  wol  him  repente 

If&y  olde  stof  fa.V  is  not/  myn  entente  / 

Qnod  ^  BompnoHf  to  rcpento  tne 

For  eny  ^ing<  faf  I  hnue  had  of*  ^  1632 

I  wold  I  had  )iy  smok*  and  eucry  L'loth 

Uow  bropir  qood  (le  deuyl  be  not^  wroji 

Thy  body  and  fis  panne  is  myn  by  right 

Thon  Bchalf  wif  me  to  hollo  )it  to  night  1636 

wher  ^n  schalf  k  no  wen  of  our  priuete 

More  pan  a  maister  of  diuinite 

And  vif  p&V  word  f e  foale  fend  him  hcnte 

Body  and  soule  he  wi)i  po  deiiyl  wcnte  1640 

wher  OB  ft  aompnoura  han  her  heritage 

And  god  ynif  maked  after  his  ymage 

Mankynde  aaue  and  gydc  vs  atle  and  some 

And  leene  pit  eompnour  good  man  to  byccme  1641 

lordyngs  I  coup  han .  told  jow  qnod  )«  frere 

bad  I  had  leysir  for  fia  aompnour  here 

After  fe  tezf  of  criaf  powel  and  Ion 

And  of  ol'Br  doctours  many  oon  1648 

Sacb  peynes  ^t^  our  hette  mighf  agrine 

Al  be  if  BO  no  tonge  may  deuyse  / 

Thongh  ^f  I  roighf  a  |iouaand  wynter  telle 

The  peyn  of  filke  cursed  hous  of  hella  1652 
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But*  for  to  kepe  vs  fro  ^V  cursed  place  imnmi 

woki^  Bnd  prayetb  ifta  for  his  grace 
So  kepe  va  fro  fie  temptour  SsthanEw 
herknith  fiis  word,  be^  war  as  in  ^  caa  1656 

The  lyonn  syt*  in  bia  awayt  alway 
To  slen  |ie  Innocent'  if*  ^t^  he  may 
Disposith  joure  hertes  to  wifietonde 
The  fend  fraf  wolde  make  jow  ^ral  and  bonde  /  1660 

He  may  uof  temple  jow  ouei  jonr  migHf 
For  crisf  wol  be  jonr  champioun  and  knig&f 
And  piayeth  paV  oure  sompnour  him  repente 
Of  his  mys  dede .  er  )nf  ^  fend  him  bente .  1664 

IT  Here  eodith  )m  frere  hie  tale 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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T  And  here  begynnatU  ))e  aompnour  hia  pralc^ 

ris  sompnouT  in  hia  styrop  vp  he  stood 
Tpon  ^  Ftere  his  herto  woa  so  wood 
Xhaf  lyt  an  aepen  leef/  he  iiuok<  for  Iro 
lordyngs  quod  he .  hnf  oon  |iing<  I  desitv 
I  jow  bUeke  Jiat  of-  jour  ciirtesye 
Syn  je  han  herd  ^is  false  frerc  lye 
Aa  snSHth  me  I  may  my  tnle  telle 
This  frere  bosteth  ^af  he  knowilli  helle 
And  god  if  voV.  ^ae  is  litil  nomler 
Freres  and  feendea  been  Imf  litel  asonder 
For  pardy  je  han  often  tyme  herd  telle  / 
how  fat  a  frere  rauyschf  wits  fo  helle 
In  spirit  ones  by  a  visioun 
And  as  an  aungel .  lad  him  vp  and  do»n 
To  Bchewen  him  )ie  peynes  ftaf  |)er  were 
In  al  ^  place  saagh  he  nof  a  frere 
Ot<  0^  folk*  he  saugh  ytiowe  in  wo 
vnto  ^is  anngel  apat  fria  frere  fio 
Ifow  sire  qnod  he  han  freres  sucJi  a  grace 
Thaf  noon  of  hem  Bchal  comen  in  ^ia  place 
3is  qnod  ^is  aungil  many  a  mylioun) 
And  vnto  Satbauas  he  lad  him  doun 
And  now  ha^  aathnnas  saith  he  a  tayl 
Broder  ^an  of  a  Carrik'  is  ^e  eayl 
hold  Tp  ^y  tayl  ))ou  Sathanas  qnod  he         [r^iM.  t*n 
Schew  forth  ]iyn  ara  and  let  ^e  frere  se 
wher  ia  }ie  neaf  of  freres  in  f  is  place 
And  er  ^an  half  a  forlong*  way  of  space 
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Bight  ao  as  beea  awaimen  oaf  of  an  hTaa 
Out  of  ^  deoelea  eta  faj  gonna  diyue 
Ttrentj  ^naand  fierea  on  a  route 

And  ^rugh  ouf  hells  Bwumed  ol  aboute  1696 

And  cornea  as  fasf  as  ^ay  may  goon 
And  in  his  era  fay  crepen  euerich  oon  ' 
he  dappid  his  tayl  agayn  and  lay  ful  atilla 
This  fieie  vhan  he  loked  had  his  fills  1700 

Vpon  )ie  tonnenf  of  ^is  sory  place 
his  apirif  god  restored  of  his  grace 
vnto  hia  body  agayn  and  he  awook* 
Bul^  na^eles  for  fere  jif  be  qaoob  1704 

So  was  f%  deneles  ere  jit  in  his  mynde 
Tliaf  is  bis  herib^  of  veraay  kynde/ 
God  sane  jov  alio  saue  fris  cursed  frere 
My  prolougi  wol  I  ende  in  pis  nuineie  1708 

[No  break  m  Ihe  MS.] 
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f  Narraf 

LOrdyugs  )ier  ia .  in  Engelond  I  gesse 
A  meraschly  loud  called  holdemcflse 
In  yrbich  fei  venf  a  lymytour  aboute 
To  preche  and  eek  to  begge  it?  IB  no  double   17 1  i! 
And  so  bifel  it .  on  a  day  ^ia  frere 
had  preched  af  a  chircb  in  his  manere 
And  specially  aboaen  enery  ))ing* 

Excited  he  |ie  poepul  in  his  prcching*  1716 

To  trentals  and  to  jiue  for  goddis  sake 
vher  timV  men  mighten  holy  soulee  make 
Thet  as  dioine  seruys  is  honoured 

Noughts  ]>er  as  it  is  wasted  and  deuoured  1 720 

Ifeither  if  neede]»  not"  for  to  be  jme 
Aa  to  poeseBsionoies  f&V  mow  lyiie 
Tlunlced  be  god  in  wele  and  abundaance 
T^ntala  sayd  he  delyuereth  fro  penaunce  1724 

her  fiendee  soalea  as  wel  eld  as  jonge 
9e  whanne  Jiaf  ^y  hastily  ben  songe 
Ifoughf  for  to  hold  a  presf  lolif  and  gay  iif/mj 

he  syngith  nof  huf  oon  masse  in  a  day  1738 

Delynerith  ouf  quod  he  |)e  sonles 
Fnl  haid  iV  is  wi)>  fleischholc  or  witli  ouIch 
To  ben  y-dawed .  or  brand  or  I-boke 

Ifow  speed  )ow  hastily  for  cristes  sake  1732 

And  whan  Jtis  frere  had  sayd  al  his  cutent 
with  Qui  cuHi  pafre .  for^  he  went 
whan  fblk'  in  chirch  liad  ;iue  him  whaf  horn  k'sl^ 
he  wenf  his  way  no  longer  wold  he  rest  1736 


-with  scrip  and  pyked  etaf  y-toulced  hye 
In  enery  houa  and  gan  to  pore  and  prye 
And  bc^ord  mele  or  chese  or  ellja  com 
hie  felaw  had  a  ataf'  typped  with  horu 
A  payr  oP  tablia  al  of  yuory 
And  a  poyntel  y-polischP  fetisly 
And  wrooi^  ^e  namea  alway  aa  be  stood 
OP  alle  folk-  that-  jaf  him  eny  good 
Ascaunce  {laf  he  wolde  for  hem  preye 
^iP  VB  a  busahel .  whet^  or  joalP  or  reye 
A  goddes  kichil  or  a  trip  of*  cheae 
Or  elles  wbat^  jow  liat*  we  may  not^  chese 
A  f^dea  halpeny  or  a  masse  pen; 
Or  jif  Ts  of"  joure  branae  if  je  bane  eny 
A  dagoun  of  ;oat  blankef  leeue  dame 
Onre  suster  deer .  lo  ber  I  write  joor  name 
Bacoun  or  beef  or  such  {ling*  as  we  fynde 
A  stourdy  barloP  ay  went  hem  by  hynde 
Thaf  was  her  bostis  man  and  bar  a  sak* 
And  wbat^  men  jaf  hem  Isjd  it*  on  bis  bnk* 
And  whan  ^at  be  waa  out  atte  dote  anoon 
he  planed  out  fe  names  eu«7cboon 
Thaf  he  bifom  had  writcn  in  his  tablia 
He  Berucd  hem  wifi  nyfles  and  wi))  fablis 
Kay  )reT  ^u  lixf  ^ou  sompnour  sayd  ^  fiere 
Fees  qitod  OUT  boat?  for  cristes  model  dcere 


hiM  I  Tpon  ^  bendi  I-lue  ful  wel 
her  haoB  I  etcn  muiy  &  merr  mel 
And  bo  }n  hatch  be  diof  any  ^  af 
And  lajd  fr^ooD  bis  potent*  uid  hii  hif 
And  eek*  hk  snip  ud  aet  him  totv  ft^oon 
hia  fekw  wm  go  valkid  in  fe  toon 
Fwth  with  his  knaoe  to  )«  ostelrve  / 
«4ia  M  he  achop  him  jalke  nighf  to  lye 

0  deoe  maieter  quod  ^  seeke  nun 
how  hane  )e  bie  n^^  mmh  bygan 

1  njgh  )ow  non^f  ^  fonrtenigllf  or  mere 
God  wof  quod  he  labord  hane  I  f  nl  sore 
And  specially  for  fy  saluapioifn 

hane  I  aayd  manj  a  jirei^iou?  orisoun 

And  for  myn  o^r  fren<Ies  god  ]iem  blesie  / 

I  hane  to  day  beu  af  your  chinhe  af  meaae 

And  sayd  a  Krmorrn  after  my  (simple  wit^ 

Kongbt  al  after  fa  text  of  holy  tnyv 

For  it  is  hard  for  ;ow  as  I  suppose 

And  ^erfor  wil  I  teche  jow  ay  fe  glose 

Glosyng'  is  a  ful  glorious  >ing'  cerlayn 

For  letter  ale))  so  as  we  clerkes  sayn 

J)er  hane  I  taughf  liem  to  be  chariteable 

And  spend  her  good .  ^  it  is  resonable 

And  fet  I  seigh  our  dame  wber  is  sche  / 

)ond  in  ^  ^rd  I  trowc  ^f  sche  be 

Sayde  ^  man .  and  sche  wil  come  anoou 

^  Ey  mayster  welcome  be  je  by  seinf  loliii 

Sayde  Jns  wyf  how  fare  }c  LertUy 

J)e  frere  arise})  vp  ful  curteysly 

And  hir  embracitli  in  his  armcs  iiarwe 

And  kisf  hir  swete .  and  chirkith  as  a  sporwe! 

with  his  tippea  dame  quod  ho  right;'  wel . 

As  he  ^at*  is  jour  seniatmf  euery  del 

Tbankyd  be  god  faif  ;ow  jaf  soulc  and  lif" 

}if  saugh  I  nof  fis  day  so  fair  a.  wyP 
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In  a]  )m  chiich«  god  so  sane  me. 
3e  God  amend  defantes  sir  qnod  ache  / 
Algates  welcome  be  ja  by  my  fay 

GTannt*  meicy  dame  pia  base  I  foond  alway  1812 

But'  of  joar  grete  goodnes  by  joure  leae 
I  wolde  piay  jow  ^f  jb  jow  not"  gieeae 
I  nil  vip  Thomas  speke  a  litol  ^rowe 
Theae  curates  ben  ful  DegUgeDf  and  alowe  1S16 

To  grope  tendnrly  a  conscienoe 
In  Bchrifti  and  pracbing*  is  my  diligence 
Study  in  petres  wordea  and  in  poulea 
And.  walk*  and  fiBscha  cristen  mennes  soulee  1820 

To  jetde  Ibu  crisli'  bis  propre  rent 
To  Bpreden  his  vonl  ia  al  myn  entent 
Now  by  )oai  leue  o  deete  eiie  qnod  ache 
Cbyd  him  rights  wel  for  seinte  trinite  1821 

he  ia  as  angry  aa  a  pissemyie 
Though  ^at'  he  hauo  al  ^t  he  can  draiie 
Though  I  him  wiye  on  nighf  and  make  him  vana 
And  ouer  him  lay  my  1^  o)wr  myn  arm  1838 

he  groneth  lik<  our  booi  thaf  lith  in  sty . 
Othir  diaportf  of  him  right*  noon  haue  I 
I  may  please  him  in  no  maner  caa> . 
O  Thomas  leo  vous  dy  Thomas  Thomas .  1832 

This  mak^  pa  feend .  ^is  moste  hen  ame&did 
Ire  ia  a  ^ing*  pa.V  highe  god  defesdid 
r  oP  wg]cl  I  apeke  a  word  o 
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Mf  ^niit  ha^  hu  foetryngi  on  ^e  bible  / 

J)e  bodr  is  aj  BO  redf  and  penyble 

To  wake  ^t^  mj  atomak^  is  destroyed 

I  piBf  )0W  dame  ^t^  je  be  not'  anoyed  1848 

V<a  1 M  fiendly  )ow  my  coimsetl  achcwe 

^  I  nold  nof  telle  it  baf  a  fewe  / 

ITcnr  mi  qaod  scbe  bof  o  word  ei  I  go 

Hf  cbild  ia  deed  wijiinne  ^ise  wykee  too  1853 

Soon  aftei  ^t^  je  wentf  out*  of*  ^ia  tonn 

hit  deth  aaugH  I  by  nuelacioun 

Sayde  yaa  frece  af  hooro  in  ouie  dortour 

I  dai  wel  aayn  er  ^t>  half*  an  hour  1856 

Jkftet  hia  deth .  I  eeigh  him  bom  to  bltsse 

In  myn  anyuoon  so  god  me  wisse . 

So  did  QUI  sexteia .  and  oui  fcrmerere 

That  ban  ben  trewe  freres  many  a  ^ere  1860 

Jtay  may  now  god  be  thanked  of*  ]ua  luiie 

Makes  bei  lubile .  and  walk*  alloono 

Bnf  vp  I  loos  and  al  our  coaenf  eeke 

With  many  a  teera  trilling'  on  my  cheeko  ■  1864 

Te  denm  was  our  songi  and  no  t^ing■  cilia 

wi^onten  noys  or  clateryng*  of  bellis 

Bane  Jiat'  to  ciisV  I  sayd  an  orisona 

Ihankyngi  him  of  my  reuelaciottn  18C8 

For  nre  and  dame  trnstith  me  right'  wel 

Odi  oiiaocns  ben  more  elfectnel 

And  more  we  se  of<  goddis  secre  Jiingea 

Than  borel  folt  al)iough  fat  J«y  ben  kinges  1872 

we  lyne  in  pouerf  and  in  abstinence 

And  hotel  folk'  in  riches  and  dispence 

OP  mete  and  drink^  and  in  het  ful  delyt 

we  ban  al  )is  worides  delif  in  deapyC  1876 

laair  and  Dines  lyueden  diuetsel; 

And  diaeis  gueidoun  hadde  ))ay  )>erby 

whcHo  wol  praye .  foste.  and  be  clcne.  Unfiiu 

And  fotte  his  eonle  and  make  his  body  lene  1860 
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we  faren  aa  eaith  ^postit  clo]i  and  foode 

Suffice))  vs  .  Jmiigh  fiay  ben  uof  goode 

The  clennea  and  pe  faatyng*  of^  tb  frerea 

Makith  ^t>  criaf  acceptith  onre  prayerei 

lo  moysea  fourty  dayea  and  fonrty  nighf 

Fasted  ei  ^at*  ft  bighe  god  of<  m^hf 

Spak*  wi)i  him  in .  ^e  mount  of<  Synay 

with  empty  wombe  fastyng*  many  a  day 

Receyned  he  )ie  lawe  f&V  was  writen 

with  goddis  fynger  and  holy  wel  je  w 

In  mount?  oreb  ot  he  had  eny  apechs 

with  highe  god  )iaf  is  ouie  lyoes  leche 

He  fastld  and  was  in  contemplacioim 

Aion  ^f  bad  )>e  temple  in  gouernacioun 

And  eek*  ^  ojibt  prest«s  eutrychoon 

In  t(i  ])e  temple  whan  ^ay  scbulden  goon 

To  preye  for  fe  poeple  and  doon  Beraise 

Thay  nolden  drinken  *  in  no  maner  wise  / 

No  drynko  which  (wf  dronke  might?  hem  make  / 

Buf  par  in  abatinence  prey  and  wake 

leBt  Jiat'  ^ay  dedin .  tak<  heed  what?  I  aay 

Buf  )iay  ben  Bobre  ^af  for  pe  pepul  pray 

war  ))af  I  say  no  mor.  for  it?  euffiaith 

Oure  lord  IKu  aa  oure  lore  deaysith 

Jaf*  vs  eueampil  of  faatyng'  and  prayeres 

)}erfore  we  mendinaunt;  wa  cely  freres 
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And  ehut^  wu  nun  in  pindie  certeTn         .i—f  ni.  iwt; 

Bat  lunr  heik/  thonun .  what  I  ithal  pe  ktd 

I  ue  bane  no  tixtf  of  it  u  I  soppose  ' 

Botf  I  achal  fjnd  it  in  a  miner  glose  /  1 9i'U 

That^  ■pedaUy  onr  awete  lord  i&c* 

Spat  ^is  b;  frerea  whan  he  aarde  f\u 

BUned  be  ^y  ^f  pouer  In  aptrit  bea 

And  ao  for^  in  fe  gospel  ]e  may  aeen  1924 

vbe^  iV  be  likii  oure  profeasiotm 

Or  heria  ^t^  awjmmen  in  pooaeanioun 

Tj  on  har  pomp  and  on  her  glotenjre 

And  on  h«r  lewj-dnease  I  hem  defyc  l'J'2* 

lie  ^nkith  fay  ben  lik<  louynian 

Faf  aa  a  whal  and  walk«n  as  a  awun 

Al  TinoIenP  aa  hotel  in  fe  f  jx-nce 

her  player  ia  of  ful  grur  n-ucrwit:':  l'j:i2 

whan  |nj  for  aouka  sayn  fn  psalm  '•[•  iliuid 

lo  boef"  fay  say ,  Cor  mcum  eructaiiit 

who  folwith  criaUs  gospel  mi>l  his  (••in 

BaV  we  >at-  humble  lien  an<I  ohasf  and  ]H>n;  Wift 

werkers  of*  goddes  word  and  auUitours 

Ther-for  right*  as  an  iiauk*  vpun  a  aoun 

Tpepriogetb  in  to  facr  righP  so  pmyeri;^ 

O^  charitabil  and  chattc  buxy  frerea  1<J40 

Maken  her  sours  to  goddis  eercs  tut 

Thomaa  thomas  so  mote  I  rydc  or  go 

And  by  f&tf  lord  ^f  clepid  is  soinf  I  no 

Sw  fou  oure  brofer  scliuldcstow  neuer  Jiriuo  1944 

In  oure  chapitre  pnty  we  day  and  night* 

To  crisf  Jiat*  he  Jw  sende  hele  and  might* 

Thy  body  for  to  welden  hastily 

God  wot>  quod  he  )Kr-of  nought*  fetle  1 .  1 948 

As  help  me  crista  as  I  in  fowe  jeercH 

hauB  spendid  vpon  m.iny  diui^rs  frcres 

Ful  many  a  potmd  jif  fare  I  ncuor  fe  bcl' 

Certoyu  my  good  haue  I  almost?  byset/  lOriS 
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Far  wel  mr  ffM  for  ir  u  almtMr  a  go 

Tbe  frete  aiwwenl  ;/  O  Utomaa  dostow  m> 

wbaf  needitb  jow  dracne  bow  weebt  li^ur. 

whaf  necdith  him  )«r  tn^  a  porfjrV  Icdbe  /  1956 

To  Mchen  o^  kchH  in  ye  toon 

JaoK  iaeaaatMoee  is  jonre  eoBfawNai 

holde  je  ^an  me  or  onre  conent 

To  jnje  for  jow  insafficieiit  1960 

Thomas  ^aV  iape  is  nof  worth  a  mjte 

iouK  malady  ia  f  or  we  faane  to  lite 

Y  A  )tue  ^f  conenf  half  a  qaaiter  otea 

A  jiue  ^f  couonf  four  and  twent;  gnrta  1964 

A  }iue  patf  frere  a  peny  and  leV  him  go . 

Nay  nay  tbomaa .  if  ma;  nongbtf  be  ao 

what*  ia  a  ferthing  worth  depart?  in  toelae 

lo  ech  ying  fatf  is  ooned  in  himseliie  1968 

Is  mor<>  fltrong'  ^an  whan  itf  is  to-akatrid 

Thomas  of*  me  |)ou  schalf  nof  ben  y-flatrid 

'iliow  woldiaf  haue  onr  labonr  al  for  nought 

The  hihe  god  fnf  al  this  world  hatii  wronghf  1972 

Saith  fatf  a  werkmaji  is  worjiy  hia  hyn 

ThomoB  noojf  oP  jonr  tresor  I  deaire 

For  my  sclP .  buf  for  that?  oure  couent/ 

To  pray  for  jow  ia  ay  so  diligent  1976 

And  for  to  buylden  cristes  holy  chirche 

Tbomaa  if  je  wil  leme  for  to  wirche  / 

Of-  buyldyiit,"  \p  on  cliiwhes  nioy  je  fyoilc 
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IT  wifiimB  fin  I10U8  be  fou  no  lyoun 

^^^H 

To  fpy  subiecto .  do  noon  opprcssioun 

^^^^^H 

Ne  make  fyn  acqiieyntia  fro  fe  fle 

And  jiP  tliomoa  eftsons  I  cliai^  Jie  / 

1992 

Be  wnr  for  hir  fiat*  in  fy  boaotn  Hlepith         (;ra/ii2 

tartj 

war  for  (le  serpent  Jiaf  so  priuely  crepith 

vnder  (le  gras  and  atyngith  priuely 

Be  war  my  aone  and  werk'  paciently 

I90fi 

'           For  twenty  fousead  men  liaii  loaf  h«r  lyues 

For  strjTiyng'  wif  her  leminans  and  her  wyues. 

ifow  syua  je  han  30  holy  and  meeke  a  wif* 

whaf  nedith  30W  thomas  to  make  atriP 

2000 

Ther  nys  I-wia  no  sertwnt  so  cnie! 

when  men  trede  on  hia  tnU  ne  half-  so  fel 

As  woiHTnan  is  when  eche  hafi  caught*  an  Ire 

Vengeana  is  panne  .  al  f.if  fay  desire 

2004 

Schortly  may  no  man  by  rym  and  vera   [SpitriouK 

1    2n04A 

TeUen  her  thonghtea  (.ay  bea  so  dyiiers  [       „ 

]    200* « 

Ire  is  a  ymff  oou  fe  grete  of  aeueae 

Abhorainable  to  fe  god  of  heuene 

And  to  himself  it  is  deatruccioiin 

This  euery  lewed  vicorj-  or  parsoun 

2008 

Can  say  how  Ire  engendrith  hnmiciila 
'          Ire  is  in  soth  exccutour  oP  pride 

I  coujw  oP  Ire  wyn  bo  moche  aorwe 

My  tale  schulde  laste  til  to  morwo 

2012 

Ire  is  (le  grate  of  synne  aa  saith  |ie  wise  [Siiiirim 

.1    20126 

1           To  fle  fer  fro  cch  man  schuld  him  deuyse  [       „ 

]   2012(r 

1          And  fer-for  pray  I  god  Ijo|ie  Jay  and  nighf 

1          An  Irous  mm  god  send  him  litil  niigliP 

1           If  is  greet"  harm,  and  also  gref  pito 

To  set-  an  Irons  man  in  high  degre 

2016 

H  wliilom  fer  was  an  Irous  potestotn 

As  aeith  aenok'  faP  duryng-  hia  estanf  / 

vpon  a  day  out/  riden  knightea  tuo 

And  aa  fortune  wolde  riBhf  as  if  were  so 

2020 

Thnf  oon  oP  hem  cam  home  faP  ofer  noujf 

Anoon  fe  knigfif  bifore  the  iuge  is  broujP 

Thaf  sayde  fus.  fou  liaaP  (ly  folnw  slayn 

For  which  I  deme  fe  to  deth  cortayn 

2034            ^^ 

i^JH 
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And  to  anothir  knighf  comaundid  he  / 

Go  lede  him  to  )«  deth  I  chuge  fa  / 

And  happed  aa  fay  wento  by  fe  weye  Unfiiti 

Toward  fe  place  fer  he  schalde  deye  2028 

The  knighf  com  which .  men  wend  hadde  be  deed 

lliaQ  {loughten  fay  it^  were  fe  beate  leed 

To  lede  hem  bof  e  to  )>e  iuge  agayn) 

Thay  aayden  lord  [le  knigfif  baf  nop  alayn  2032 

his  felaw  lo ,  beer  he  atonf  bool  on  lyue 

3e  Bcbal  be  deed  quod  he  bo  mote  I  frioe 

That-  ia  to  aayn  bofe  oon .  tuo .  and  f re 

And  to  f e  firat«  knyjf  ngbtf  fna  spok'  he  2036 

I  deme  fe  Jion  moat'  algate  be  deed 

Than  boughte  fay  if  were  fo  beate  redo  [Spurioiu]   2037A 

To  lede  him  forf  in  to  a  fair  mede  [       ••       J    2037e 

And  quod  fe  iuge  also  f ou  moaf  leee  fin  heed 

For  f on  art>  cause  why  f y  felaw  deyth 

And  to  fe  fridde  felaw  fus  he  seith  2040 

Thou  hasf  noughf  doon  |Nif  I  comaundid  fe 

And  fus  he  lef  don  ale  hem  alle  ))ie 

Irous  Cambiaea  waa  eek"  dronkelewe 

And  ay  delited  him  to  ben  a  echrewe  2044 

And  ao  bifel  a  lord  of*  hia  meigne 

Thaf  loued  vertues  and  eek/  ntoralita 

Sayd  on  a  day  bitwix  hem  tuo  righf  f  na 

A  lord  is  losf  if*  he  be  vicioua  2048 

An  Irous  man  is  lik<  a  frentik"  beaf         [Spuriout]    2048ft 

In  which  fer  is  of<  wiadom  noon  aireef    [       ,i       J    3048e 

And  dionkenea  is  eek<  a  foul  record 
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And  for  daapjf  lie  tironke  moclie  more        [tn/iii,»«rij 

Am  hoiidrid  puf  ^an  be  had  doon  byfore 

And  li^f  anoon  ^is  irons  cunid  wrecuhe  / 

LeV  ^  knightes  sone  anooa  bifom  him  fccche  2004 

Conutnidyng*  ham  ^aj  achuld  biforn  him  atonde 

And  sodeiuly  bo  toot  hia  bowe  on  lionilo 

And  Tp  ^  atrengi  he  pulled  to  his  core 

And  wi))  an  arwc  he  alougli  ^o  child  rigUf  ^ro  201)8 

JStaw  vhe^ir  bane  I  a  sikur  bond  or  noon 

Qnod  he  is  al  m;  mynds  and  inighf  ogoon 

hath  wjn  bjteuyd  me  myn  eye  sigbf 

irhaf  Bcbuld  I  tello  ]io  answer  of  >e  kni<;tit  '2(i'-2 

hia  eone  vas  slayn  [ler  is  no  morp  to  my 

Be  war  ^rfor.  wif  Ionics  how  jn  piny 

Syngith  placebo .  and  I  sclial  if<  I  run 

Bat'  if  if  be .  vnto  a  poro  i[mii  'JilTO 

To  a  pore  ninn  men  echuld  liis  vii'(>s  t<-ll>< 

Bnt'  not"  to  a  lonl  fey  he  silitiUl  go  to  liolli' 

la  Irons  Cims  ^ilke  P'l-uii'n 

how  be  destniyed  fe  ryuer  of'  Gysen  iKWtl 

For  faf  an  hors  of'  liis  wan  iln'vnl  f-r  Tniii' . 

whan  ^at<  he  wcute  ItiiliiloyiK-  to  wynnii 

he  made  faV  po  ryncr  wiin  no  sinitl 

))af  wommen  mighte  wailo  it  oucr  n\  "JlWl 

Id  what*  sayilc  lie  faV  so  wi-1  tciihi'  ciiti 

If«  be  no  felaw .  to  nn  irons  uum 

Jfo  with  no  wood  man  wiiiko  by  ft'  wiiy 

leaf  ^  repent  I  wol  no  lengir  xiiy  'lOm 

Now  tfaomas  Icne  brofmr  Ipue  fin  In> 

Thow  Bchalt*  me  fyndo  as  iusf  as  is  a  inquire 

Thyn  anger  doth  |>e  al  to  sore  smerte 

bald  nof  fe  deacles  knyf'  ahmy  at<  ]iyn  hertu  3002 

Buf  Bcbewe  to  me  al  fy  confessiown 

2fay  qnod  )>is  syke  man  by  seynt  aymoun 

I  bane  ben  scluiuen  f  is  day  oP  my  curate 

I  haue  him  told  holly  al  myn  estate/  209G 
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Nedith  no  more  to  speken  of  it  soith  he  / 

But*  if<  me  IiBf  of  myn  humilite . 

Jif*  me  |)an  of  )>y  good  to  make  our  cloyater       Uia/uti 

Quod  he  for  many  a  moecle  and  manj  an  ojatei  210O 

ha]*  ben  onie  foodc  our  Cloyater  to  orrejse 

whan  ojiei  men  hon  ben  ful  wel  aV  ejse 

And  }iP  god  wof  vnnethe  f)e  foundemenf 

Farformed  is  ne  of  oure  panymenf  2101 

Is  nong&t'  A  tyle  jif  wi{)inne  our  wones 

By  god  we  owe  jiP  fonrty  pound  for  atones 

Now  help  Thomas  for  him  ^i^  harewed  belle 

Or  elles  moote  we  oure  bookea  eelle  2108 

And  jif  jow  lakke  oure  pr«dicacionn 

Thanne  goji  ^e  world  al  to  destmccioun 

For  whoflo  wold  vs  fro  f e  world  byreue 

fio  god  me  snne  Thomas  by  jonre  lene  2112 

ho  wolde  byieuc  out*  of  ^is  world  ^e  sonna 

For  who  can  teche.  and  werken  as  we  conne 

And  pin  is  nof  of  litel  tyme  quod  he 

Buf  siffen  Elye  was  her  or  ele  2116 

liau  freres  ben  fynde  I  of  recaid 

In  chnrite  I-(ianked  be  oure  lord 

Kow  Thomas  help  for  seynte  charite 

A-doun  be  8otte  him  anoon  on  his  kne  2120 

ThU  sike  man  wex  welneigh  wood  for  Ire 

lie  wolde  Jiaf  fe  frore  had  ben  on  fuyro 


F  B.  {  C   amrsm's  ci:&   w— y^^  T3M.   ±>r 

r  bac  hum  as  mxM  k  :)«? 


I  s«CR  ir  ^vd  )»  £««  TpoB  in-  £iiA 
Asl  ^MJdi  te  kni  is  ^  be  tii^ 
la  k^  HjK  ksi  m  ■»  aeful  I*  ik>  U 
Xov  foae  per  ^ra  ^coi  dooa  a:  tar  bak 
S^de  |ii  man  and  grope  «<d  byliTaiie 
Bjnetbe  bt  bcObAr  fcR  sdialtdT  fpkim 
A  fing*  )aV  I  haat  bed  ia  pdoeu 
A  ^a^if  ^  fren  )a£  sehal  ^  with  ne 
And  dona  hi*  boikl  Le  bimclwd  to  f«  cliiU 
In  hope  for  to  fradt  fa  a  pha 
Asd  vlttn  )is  sTke  man  fel:e  )u  frera 
Aboota  his  toel  grope  fit  and  heere 
Aajrd  hu  bond  be  le^r  fe  tiwic  a  tart 
Tber  ii  do  caput  ■IrawTng'  in  a  cart^ 
Tbaf  migbf  bane  lef  a  firt  of  such  a  scan 
Tiie  frere  Tjietarf  as  d  lb  h  wi».l  Ivoun 
A  falae  cberi  qaod  be  for  god  les  bones 
This  bastow  in  despiP  don  for  ^  noones 
Thoa  scbaltf  abje  ^is  Kirt<  if  ]iaV  I  may 
hU  mejne  which  ^f  herd  of<  fin  a&ra/ 
Com  lepand  In  and  chased  ouV  fa  frere 
And  forth  be  go|)  wiji  a  fool  an^ry  cheers 
And  fat*  his  felaw  ^eie  Uj  bis  stooi 
he  lokid  as  it  were  a  vylde  boor 
And  giynte  with  his  tee^  so  vaa  he  wroth 
A  stordy  paas  doun  to  fe  courf  ]ie  gotb 
wher  as  ))cr  wonyd  a  man  of  gref  honour 
To  whom  faif  be  was  alway  confessour 
This  wor^  man  was  lord  of  Jnt  /  Tillage 
Tbia  fret«  com  as  he  were  in  a  nge 
wher  f&V  fia  lord  saf  etysg'  af  hia  bord 
Ynnejie  mighf  ]w  frere  speka  a  word 

01  NT.  TAI-XB — BABt. 
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Til  atte  last*  he  sayde  god  jow  ee 

This  lord  gan  loke  and  eayde  ben«dicite 

"Whaf  frere  lobn  what"  muier  vorld  is  )iis  / 

I  ee  wel.  ^a.V  soni  jjing*  is  amya  2172 

Jt!  loke  as  ))0Qgh  |)e  woode  wars  fnl  of  ^uya 

Sif  doun  anoon  and  tel  me  what  jonr  gref  is 

And  if  schal  ben  amendit  if  Jnt*  I  ma;  [KViiq 

I  haue  qnod  he  had  a  desplf  to  day  2176 

God  jelde  jow  a-doun  in  ;oura  vilage 

TUaf  in  ^is  world  ia  noon  to  pore  a  page/ 

Thaf  he  nold  haue  abhominacioun 

Of  )>af  I  haue  receyued  in  jonra  tonn  2180 

And  jet  ne  greuith  me  no  )iing<  ao  sore 

Aa  ^at<  ^is  elde  cherl  wi)i  lokkea  hora 

Blasphemed  haji  our  holy  couent*  eeke 

Kow  maister  quod  fia  lord  I  jow  biseke  21S-4 

So  maister  sir  quod  he  but  semitoiir 

)}ougb  I  haue  had  in  acole  such  honour 

God  likith  uof  ^at  Baby  men  ts  coUe 

Neither  in  market  neyther  in  jour  largo  hallo  2188 

Ko  fora  quod  he  tellith  me  al  ]our  greet 

}}'ia  frere  sayd  eire  an  odious  mecchief 

This  day  bytid  is  to  myn  ordre  and  to  me 

And  so  par  consequens  to  ech  degra  2193 

Of<  holy  chirche  god  amend  it  soone 

Sir  quod  )ie  lord  je  wot  what  is  to  doone 


aoDP  Bl  f  ft  KxsansB  uul   bilmK  TSM.   »» 

bov  |i#  SB  fifskilk  qiBod  1^  aa  god  ■■  fpetd* 

I  iq^  s  <^d  ^  ^M  a  <fed»  dwfe 

vhtf  adoU  I  wf  god  tar  Ub  MOB  )« 

Bm  Bykc  ked  k  fail  c#  vuTte  iiOi 

I  bold  hn  m  «  BBBa  fietwt ,' 

Hk  dnse  quod  ke  I-vif  I  (dnl  nsc  Itc 

Botf  I  m  o^  wiv  tos  J  be  vrcke 

I  adwl  debme  lam  oner  at  «lwr  I  iptie  *tl'2 

Tbs  lake  UatfemawMff  ^ip  cltugid  lae       ji^m.iin: 

To  paitem  }utf  >il  nol  deputed  be 

To  taaj  man  jlicbe  vi^  meochMniee 

The  loid  aaf  ttille  a«  he  veie  in  a  tnonn  2216 

And  in  hia  bnV  he  loUid  rp  and  do3ii 

How  had  fii  cheil  jmaginacioMn 

80  acbe«ra  such  a  probleme  to  ^  fi«i» 

Xeoer  eft*  er  now  herd  I  ot  saeh  matiere  S220 

I  tiDire  fa  deael  pnf  it  in  hu  tQTnde 

In  an  metrik  /  schal  ^r  no  man  fjnde 

Kfcm  fis  day  of'  snch  a  qnestioun 

who  Bcbulde  make  a  demonatiaciovn  2124 

Thatf  eaerj  man  schuld  bane  a  If  k*  his  parV 

Aa  oP  a  soon  or  of  a  ttoooi  of  a  farP 

0  njce  pioude  cheri  I  acbrev  hts  bee 

lo  airaa  qnod  ^  lord  wi^  haide  grace  3228 

who  enex  hetde  of  sach  a  fmg;  er  now 

To  enery  man  y-Uke  tel  me  how 

It  IB  impossible  it  may  not'  be 

Ey  nyca  cherl  god  let  him  Deuer  fe  22M 

The  romblyng*  of  a  fart  and  enery  aonn 

Nia  but  an  aiet  lenerboracionn 

And  ener  itf  waatith  lyte  and  lytf  away 

Ther  nya  no  man  can  deme  by  my  &y  /  2i36 

If  ^f  it^  were  departed  equally 

whaf  lo  my  cherl  what*  lo  how  aohrewedly 

Tnto  my  confesaoor  to  day  he  apok" 

1  hold  bim  oerteinly  demoniat  3240 
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Kow  etith  jonr  mete  and  let'  p^  ebed  go  [bf  / 
Let  him  go  honge  binrglP  on  denel  way  / 

[TSe  Solulwa  of  the  "ProNmu"  fiy  lh»  Lor^t  Sgtan. 
Ifo  break  m  tht  MS.\. 

Now  stood  ^  lordes  sqnier  at  ^  bord 

ThaSf  carf  bia  mete  and  herde  word  by  woid  2344 

Of-  al  >U  ^ing<  which  )nf  I  of-  haue  sayd 

My  lord  quod  he  be  je  noiijf  euel  payd 

I  cou))e  telle  for  a  gowne  doth 

To  }ow  sir  frere  so  ^af  je  be  not  wroth  2248 

How  ))af  )iia  farl?  enen  /  departed  achnld  be 

AmoQg<  ;our  coueul'  if<  I  comaunded  be 

Tel  quod  )ie  lord  and  ^u  achalf  haue  anoon      pa^riiq 

A  goune  do))  by  god  and  by  seinf  lohn  2253 

My  lord  quod  he  whan  ^at<  ^  wedii  is  fitii 

wifioute  wynd  or  pertouibyng"  of  ayr 

let'  bring<  a  large  whel  in  to  ^is  hallo 

But  )Kit<  if  haue  his  epokes  alle  2256 

Twelf-  spokes  hath  a  cart  whel  coiannly 

And  bring<  me  .  xij .  frerea  wit  ^  why 

Foi  ^rettcne  ie  a  couenf  aa  I  gesse  / 

Joui  noble  confesaaur  her  god  him  bleaae  2360 

Schal  parfoum  vp  J»  nombie  of*  pis  couent 

Thaune  schal  fiay  knele  doun  by  oon  assent 


SIX-TEXT  401 

OBOur  S.  §  6.    8U]fxoifZB*B  TALK.    Harldap  7331.   261 

Tbaf  eqnUlf  ^  aoim  of*  it  wol  wende  / 

And  eek<  ^  stynk'  mto  ^  spokea  ende 

Suie  ^(^  yi»  wor^7  nun  ^oni  confesaonr 

Bj  ctUN  he  ia  a  man  of  gief  honoui  2276 

Schal  bane  fe  firste  bayV  as  reaonn  is 

The  noUe  Tsaga  of  fieiea  is  \na 

The'  worthy  men  of  bem  firsf  schal  be  eenied 

Aa  oeiteTnl;  he  ha^  if  wel  deserned  2280 

be  hath  to  day  tanghf  ts  bo  mochil  good 

with  precbing)  in  J«  pnlpif  ^r  be  stood 

That'  I  may  roncbe  aanf  I  say  for  me 

He  hadde  >e  finte  smel  of  fartea  ))re  2284 

And  BO  wold  al  bis  couenf  hardily 

he  berith  him  so  fair  and  bolUy 

The  lord  ^  lady  and  ech  man  sauf  }ie  frere 

Sayde  {ran  lankyn  spak*  in  )i3  matiere  228S 

As  wel  aa  enclide  or  ellea  protliolome  iuanit,tact] 

Tonchand  |)e  clerk*  fay  sayd  )iaf  aubtilte 

An  h^b  wyf  made  him  apeken  aa  he  spak* 

b«  mis  no  fool  ne  no  demoniak?  /  2292 

And  lankyn  bafi  I-wonue  a  newe  gonne 

My  tale  is  don .  we  ben  almost'  af  tonne . 

Y  Hera  endith  the  sompnaurs  tale 

[No  break  tn  the  MS] 
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GROUP  E.    FRAGMENT  VL 

§  1.   THE  CLERK'S  HEAD-LINK. 
TTABT.HTATg  KB.  7334  (Biituh  Kosenm). 


1  And  here  bygynneth  fe  Clerk*  of"  Oxcmfoid  prologs 

Sir  clerk*  of-  Oxenfoid  out  hoste  safde 
Je  ryde  aa  etille  and  coy  as  do^  a  mayde  / 
were  newe  epouaed  dttyng*  af  a  bord 
TliiB  day  ne  herd  I  of  jour  mouth  a  mnd 
I  trowe  je  study  aboute  som  aophime 
Buf  SalomoD  Boith  eueiy  ^ing'  hath  tyme 
For  goddia  eake  aa  beth  of*  better  cheere 
If  ia  no  tyme  for  to  Etody  hiern 
Tel  va  aom  mery  tale  by  jour  &j 
For  what  man  ia  entred  vnto  pl^ 
he  moot*  nedos  vnto  {lal?  play  asaenV 
Buf  prechith  nof  as  frerea  doon  in  lenp 
To  make  vs  for  our  olde  eynnes  wepe 
He  Jiaf  )iy  tale  [>]  tale  make  tb  for  to  alepe    'yjmtttti 
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Ala  ftir  M  resouD  aakith  hardily 

I  wil  }0W  telle  a  tale  vliich  ^f  I 

lemed  aV  Fadowe  of  a  vor^y  clerk* 

As  pronyd  by  hia  wonles  and  liis  weik<  28 

lis  ia  now  deed  and  nayled  in  his  chests 

Now  god  jiue  hia  eoule  wel  good  raatf 

Finances  petrark*  fe  laureaf  poete  [/i^'iir] 

highte  jne  clerk/.  whoB  rethorique  swete  32' 

Enlmnynd  al  ytail  of<  poetrie 

As  Unian  did  of  philoeophie 

Oi  lawoe  or  other  arf  particulere 

Bat*  deth  Jwtf  wol  uof  sufTre  ts  duellcn  liecro  SQ 

Bat*  as  it'  were  a  twyncling*  of  on  ye 

hem  bo])e  haji  slayn  and  alle  schul  dye 

Buf  forth  to  telle  of-  this  wor))y  man 

Tbaf  taughte  me  )iis  tale  as  I  firsf  bi^-an  40 

I  say  fiaf  he  fiisf  with  lieiijU  stile  enditith 

£r  he  ^  body  of  liis  tale  writith 

A  proheme  in  the  which  dascriuith  be 

The  mounde  and  of  Saluces  Jie  contra  i  I 

And  spekith  of  appenyne  )>e  hullca  hye 

niaf  ben  ^e  boundes  of  al  wesf  lombardye 

And  of  mount  vesulus  in  special 

wher  as  fa  poo  ouC  of  a  welle  emal  43 

Takith  hia  firate  springyng*  and  his  eoors 

Thaf  ectwatd  ay  encresceth  in  his  coiira 

To  £my]-wanl  *  to  ferard  and  to  Teniae 

The  which  a  Iong<  ^iog  were  to  deuyse  52 

And  trewely  aa  to  my  luggement 

Me  thinkith  it^  a  Jiing*  Iroptfrtinent' 

Sane  Jtat^  he  wold  conneyen  his  inatiere 

Bnt^  ])is  is  ^  tale  which  ^l'  je  schuln  heere  S6 

IT  Explicit  prohemiuin 
[No  break  in  tlta  MS.  Ji ere,  or  between  the  Slantas /oUoKiiig.] 
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T  Incipif  nanaie 

Ter  ifl  af  fre  west  /  ende  ot  ytsQa 
Donn  af  ]>e  roof  of  vesuliu  ]»  colde 
A.  lustf  plays  abandaunt  of*  viliule 
wher  many  a  tour  and  toun  ^a  miusf  bfliolde . 
Thaf  foimdid  were  in  tyme  of  fadrea  olde .        61 
And  many  anothir  delitable  siglif 
And  Saluces  ^is  noble  contray  highf  63 

A  marqays  whilom  dnellid  in  faV  lond 
As  were  his  wor)iy  eldria  him  bifore 
And  obeisannf  ay  redy  to  his  bond 
were  alle  his  liegia  botbe  lesae  and  mora       [tn^uT,t<Mk] 
Tbas  in  delyf  he  lyuetb  and  hath  don  jore 
BiloDed  and  drad  |mrgh  fanonr  and  fortone 
Bo^  of  his  lordes  and  of  hia  comtina 


57 


61 


Tbei  with  he  was  as  to  speke  of  lynage 
The  gentileste  bom  of  Inmbaidye 
A  fait  penOTM .  and  strong'  and  jong<  of  aga 
And  ful  of  honoQi  and  of  curtesie 
Diacief  ynougll  his  centre  for  to  gje 


71 


7^ 
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ObIj  ^t*  poTnt*  iiiB  poeple  1)01  so  sore  85 

Tbaff  flokmel  on  a  d&y  to  him  ^ay  wenf 

And  oon  of  liem  thftl^  wisesf  xraa  of  lore 

Or  ellu  ^t^  Jie  lord  volde  besf  assent 

Thaf  he  Bchold  telle  him  what*  his  poeple  ment^  89 

Oi  ellie  coa})e  he  schewe  wel  such  matiere 

ho  to  )>e  marqays  sayd  as  je  schuln  hiere  91 

0  noble  marqnfB.  jonre  hnmanite  93 
Assnreth  vs  and  jiueth  va  hardynasae 

Az  ofte  as  tyme  is  of  necessite 

That  we  to  ]ow  may  telle  oure  heaynesse 

Acceptith  lord  now .  of  }our  necessite  96 

That  we  with  pitous  herf  vnlo  jow  playne 

And  tef  joure  eerie  my  vois  nof  disdeyne  98 

And  hane  I  nougbf  to  doon  in  ^ia  matere  99 

More  fui  anojier  man  hap  in  pia  place  / 
3it  for  as  moche  aa  je  my  lord  ao  deere 
han  alway  schewed  me  fauour  and  grace 

1  dar  Jre  bettor  aat  of  jow  a  space  /  103 
And  audience  to  asken  oure  reqaest/ 

And  je  my  lord  to  doon  righV  as  jow  leaf        irnnis}    105 

For  ceites  lord  so  wel  ts  liki^  )ow  106 

And  al  jonr  werlc  and  eoer  han  doon  ^t  we 

Ne  eou|)en  not  deuysen  how 

■wa  might«  lyue  more  in  felicit« 

Sans  oon  )iingi  lord  if  ^f  jonr  wille  be  110 

That^  for  to  be  a  weddid  man  jow  list/ 

Than  were  jonr  pepl«  in  soneraign  hertes  leet  /  112 

Sowith  }onr  neck',  vndit  Jiatf  Uisfol  )ok'  113 

Ot  sonereignete .  nonght'  of  seroiae 
which  ^V  men  olepe  aponaail  or  wedlok' 
Atid  thenlith  loid  among<  jonr  ^ughtei  vise  / 
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how  faff  oar  da^ea  pane  in  sondiy  wyae  1 17 

For  ^ngh  ve  alepe  or  mka  or  rome  aboute 

Ay  fleth  |e  tyme  itf  wil  no  nutn  abjde.  119 

And  tbongb  joor  grane  ^n)«  flonra  as  jit  120 

In  crapith  age  almy  as  stilte  as  stoon 

And  deth  manasith  enery  t^  and  smyV 

In  ech  ttitaf  for  |ier  ascapith  noon 

And  aa  certeyn  as  aa  we  knowe  eosrychon  124 

That*  TO  Bcholn  deye  aa  vncerteyn  ve  alle 

Ben  0^  }a.V  day  )iaf  de)i  schal  on  rs  falle  126 

Acceptith  thanne  of<  ts  J«  trewe  entent  127 

That  neoer  jit/  refnsid  jooie  heat' 

And  w«  vil  lord  if>  ^f  je  wil  assent 

Chese  jow  a  wyf  in  echorf  tyme  atte  lest 

Bom  of  fe  genti]est<  and  )ie  heigheaf  131 

Of*  al  ^Js  lond  eo  ^f  if  ooghte  seme 

honour  to  god .  and  jow  as  we  can  dema  1 33 


Deliuer  ts  onf  of  al  ^is  busy  drede 

And  tat  a  vyf  fo  hihe  goddes  sake  / 

For  if<  if  BO  bifel  as  god  forbede 

Thaf  ^UTgh  jonr  dep  )oar  lygnage  achnld  aslake 

And  )>af  a  straunge  snccessour  echold  take 


onur  S    S  S.    cube's  talk.    Harl«utn  7334.     267 

SnV  nftthdea  laeot"  jon  ]ie  tmwe  ententf  1 48 

And  tnul'  vpoa  jour  witt"  and  faaae  doon  tj 

vhnfor  o^  mj  fre  wil  I  vil  assent/ 

To  wedd«  me  as  Boon  as  ener  I  mar 

Bnf  ^r  at  )e  h&ue  profnd  me  to  day  1.12 

To  cheae  me  a  w}f>  I  wol  relese 

TliaV  chaje  and  pny  jow  oP  Jtat/  piote  cesse  /  154 

For  god  it  woof  faf  childer  ofte  been  155 

Tula?  her  worthy  elilris  hem  bifore 

Bounte  comep  al  of"  god  nougTif  of<  ^  Htie«;n 

Ot  which  thay  ben  engendrid  and  I-bore 

I  tnut^  in  goddis  bounte  and  ^erioie  159 

My  mariage  and  mya  estat'  and  rest 

I  him  liytake .  he  may  doon  as  him  lesf  1 6 1 

Let?  me  aloon .  in  clicsyng<  of  my  wif<  ItiS 

That  charge  vpon  my  bak<  I  wil  endure 

Baf  I  jow  pray  and  charge  vpon  jour  lyf' 

That?  wyf  fa,V  I  take  30  me  assure  / 

To  woischip  /  whil ,  fat  hir  lif*  may  endure  166 

In  word  and  werk'.  bo^  heer  and  euery  whuro  / 

Aa  Bche  on  Emperoures  doughter  were  168 

And  forthennor  fus  schul  je  swer  ]iat  je  169 

Ajeins  my  chois  achuln  neuei  gnicohe  ne  stryue 

For  sins  I  schal  forgo  my  liberto 

Aff  jour  requeat^  aa  euer  mot  I  f  riuB 

Ther  aa  myn  herf  is  set  ^r  wil  I  wyue  173 

And  but  je  wil  assent  in  such  manere 

I  pray  epelc'  so  more  of  pis  matieie  175 

With  hertly  wil.  ^y  sworen  and  assentyn  176 

To  al  ^is  (ingi  ^  aayda  no  wight  nay 
Byaechyngi  him  of  graoo  er  faV  fuj  wentyn 
That  he  wol  grsnoten  hem  a  certeya  day 
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Of>  his  sponsail  u  soone  as  eaer  he  may  180 

For  jit?  alway  ^  peple  som  whaf  dredde  [imriu] 

lesf  thaf  the  moiqays  wolde  no  wyf>  wedda  183 

Ub  grannted  hem  a  day  sach  as  him  loeV  183 

On  which  be  wolde  be  veddid  eicurly 

And  aayd  he  dede  al  ^is  af  her  requeate 

And  f«j  with  humble  herf  fol  boxomly 

knelyng*  vpon  her  kneea  ful  leneiently  187 

him  ^anken  alle  and  ^ub  ^ay  bane  an  ende 

Of  hei  eDt«nti' .  and  hom  ajein  ^y  wende  189 

And  het  vpon  be  to  hia  officeris  190 

Comannditb  for  the  feste  to  pum^e 
And  to  hia  priae  knightea  and  aqnyeree 
which  charge  )af<  aa  him  liaf  on  hem  leya 
And  tiiay  to  his  comanndement'  obeye  /  191 

And  ech  of  hem  doth  his  diligence 
To  doon  vnto  >e  fests  renerance  196 

f  Explicit  pnma  par> . 
[ffb  more  break  in  the  MS.] 

NOnghf  fer  fro  ^Ike  place  honorable  197 

wher  as  ttiis  marqnys  acbop  his  mariaga 
Ther  stood  a  thrope  of  s^hte  delitahle 
In  which  |iat  pore  folt  of  }a.if  vilage 


'■ill  I  X.    {  1.    cx^'i  lAix    ir"*«i"  Ti 

UKlf  fiv  ta  fp^e  ti-  ici  TBTTDiiB  l«Ks» 
Tina  «^  «^  OQOi  ^  iMrretr  Tjtia  kojk 
For  ponlj-  l-fuaUjLJ  vp  tm  k^ 
Ko  lieoraos  hur  th  in  Lii  lofj  nsne 

wd  oAcr  of  }«  Ttlje  ^ui  cf  ^  toiiae 
She  dnok'  and  for  k:L«  wtuie  rata  jJeiw 
Scbe  kner  vd  labiniT  bsr  aoiMi  Tdel  ease 

Dotf  fraogh  ^  EUTdes  tender  were  of  age  ;^'ui 

Jutf  in  ^  tonr  of  her  riipTiuU 

Sur  na  endoaed  Type  and  lad  oorngs 

And  is  gteV  reaerenee  and  chaiite 

Hir  oMe  pore  &der  fostred  scbe  / 

A  ttwe  acbeep  rprnnrng'  on  ye  teld  eche  kepP 

Scbe  nolda  nof  ben  jdel  til  sche  slept 

And  whan  sche  com  horn  eche  wolJe  biynge 

wortii  or  ojer  herbb  tTmes  ofte 

The  vbich  scbe  schred  and  setb  for  hir  Ijniymr 

And  made  bir  bed  ful  bard  and  no  ^ing*  softe 

And  ay  sche  kepf  hir  fodrea  lif  on  lofte 

with  euery  obeissance  and  diligence 

Thaf  child  may  do  to  fadies  leneience 

Vpon  Grisildea  fe  pore  creatnre 
Ful  ofte  eitbes  ^is  marqnys  set^  his  ye 
As  he  on  hnntyng*  rood  par  ancnture 
And  vhan  it  fel  he  mights  hir  espye 
he  nol^  with  wantonn  lokyng*  o^  folye 
hia  ejjen  cast*  vpon  hii  but'  in  sod  wyso 
vpon  hir  cheer  he  wold  him  off  avise 

Gonifindyng'  in  hie  herf  bii  wommanhede 
And  eet  hir  vertu  paesyng*  any  o^er  wight 
Of  ao  Jong*  age  as  wel  in  cheer  as  dede 
For  ^ugh  ^  poeple  hatw  no  gret  insighf 
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In  Tertu  he  comudeietli  arigfitf  213 

Hir  boante  tmd  despoaed  ^t'  ho  volde 

wedde  hir  oooly  it  eoer  he  wedde  scholde  245 

Jhe  Aa.j  ot  veddyng'  cam  hnf  no  Tight*  can  246 

Telle  whaf  wontman  it  schnlde  be  / 

For  which  meruayle  vondrith  many  a  man 

And  sayden  whan  pey  vere  in  prinete 

wol  nonghf  onr  lord  jif  lene  his  Tanite  2^Q 

vol  he  not*  wedde  alias  alias  ^e  while 

why  wol  he  pus  himselfi  and  t>  bigyle  253 

Bnt<  natheles  pis  marqnys  hap  doon  make  253 

Of  genunee  set'  in  gold  and  in  asnra 

Broches  and  rynges  for  Grisildes  sake  / 

And  of"  hir  clothing"  took"  he  pe  mesure  iirnrw] 

By  a  mayde  y-lik"  to  hir  of*  statnre  257 

And  eet  ot  opei  ornamentes  alls  / 

Thaf  Tnto  such  a  weddyng*  schnlde  &lle  /  259 

The  tyme  of  vndem  of  pe  same  day  260 

Approcbith  paf  pis  weddyng<  scholde  be  / 

And  al  pe  palys  pnf  was  in  array 

Bope  halle  an  cbambnr.  ylik^  here  d^re 

houses  of  ofBce  stuffid  with  plente  264 

Ther  maystow  se  of  deynteoous  Tltayle 
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GnTBiM  of  pis  god  woV  fnl  InnocBiit  /  374 

That/  for  hir  achapen  wbs  al  ]nB  amy  / 

To  CbccIib  vater  af  a  welle  ia  went/ 

And  Cometh  hom  as  soone  as  sche  may 

For  wel  scb«  bad  herd  uyd  ^f  ilke  day  27ti 

The  marqnys  whnlde  wedde  and  if  sche  migllt 

Sche  wold  hane  seyen  som  what  of  fatf  sigtif  280 

-Sohe  sayd  I  wol  with  o^  maydeacs  stODdc  /  281 

ThaV  ben  my  f  elawes .  in  onre  doie  and  sue  / 

The  nutrquys  and  Jwrfore  wol  I  fonde  / 

To  don  at*  hom  as  soone  as  it  may  be 

The  labonr  which  yaV  longelh  vnto  me  2S5 

And  ^ne  may  I  af  leysir  hir  byholde 

And  sche  ^  way  in  to  Jic  castul  holde  /  287 

And  as  Bche  wold  ouer  fo  ^rcis^hfuld  goon  9S» 

The  marquya  cam  and  giin  liic  for  to  citllo 

And  sche  sef  doun  her  watcr-pof  anoon 

fiisides  )e  fireisclifold  of  yia  oxe  stalls  / 

And  doun  rpon  hir/  knees .  sche  gan  falle  2'32 

And  with  sad  countciiaimce  kuelith  Btille 

Til  sche  had  herd  whaf  was  ])e  lotdes  wille  {'-•/  inv  ^nrt-)  294 

This  ^nglitful  maiqnys  spab  vnto  pis  roayde  295 

Ful  soberly  and  sayd  in  pis  maneie 

wher  is  jour  fadet  Gtisildes  he  sayde 

And  sche  with  renennce  and  hnmble  cheere 

Sayde  lord  he  is  al  redy  heere  /  299 

And  in  sche  goth  wipouten  leuger  let^ 

And  to  pe  marqnys  iche  hir  fndei  feC  301 

He  by  pe  hond  ]ian  takith  pis  olde  man  302 

And  sayde  pus .  whan  he  him  had  on  syde  / 
lanicula  I  neither  may  ne  can 
linger  pe  plesanna  of  myn  berte  hyde 
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I^  ^f  3e  Tondie  rauf'  wliat<  so  betjdo  /  306 

Thy  doughter  wil  I  take  er  ^f  I  wende 

As  for  my  vyP  vnto  hii  lyaea  eude  /  308 


ijiow  1oneat<  me  I  vqV  itf  wel  certeyn  309 

And  art;'  mj  fiuthful  liege  man  I-bore  / 

And  bI  ^at  likitli  me  I  dar  wel  sayn 

It"  likith  Jie .  and  epecially  ^rf  ore 

Tel  me  ^at^  poynl^.  as  }e  haue  herd  bifore  313 

If  Jiaf  )k>v  wolf  Tuto  Jnf  porpoB  drawe  / 

To  take  me  as  for  fj  '  eone  in  lawe  315 

ihe  sodejD  caas  }«  man  astoneyd  ^o  316 

That*  reed  ke  wax  abaiechf  and  al  qiiakyng< 

he  stood  mne^  aayd  he  wordes  mo 

Buf  oonly  ^is .  lord  qood  he  my  wiUyng' 

Is  aa  je  wol  ajensf  joore  likyng<  320 

I  wol  no  ^ing*  )e  be  my  lord  so  deere 

Eight*  as  jow  list*  gouernith  ^is  matiere  322 

y'lV  wd  I  qood  ^ia  markya  eoftely  323 

Thatf  in  fy  chambre  I  and  Jmn  and  ache  / 

haue  a  collacioun  and  wostow  why 

For  I  wol  aske  if*  it*  hir  wille  be 

To  be  my  wyf  and  reale  hir  after  me  SS7 
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No  woaiet  is  ^ongh  ^V  echo  were  astoued  337 

To  seen  bo  gief  &  gesf  come  in  to  ))af  place  / 

Sohe  neoet  was  to  sache  gestee  woued 

Foi  whicli  ache  loked  with  ful  pale  face  / 

SuV  scboitlf  pis  matiere  forth  to  chace  341 

These  am  ^e  wordes  ))af  }ie  maiqujs  aayde  / 

To  this  benigae  verray  faitliful  mayde  343 

Griiyld  he  aayde  je  achul  wel  vudeistonde  /  344 

llf  liketh  to  jDOT  fader  and  to  me 

That^  I  jow  wedde  and  eek<  if  may  so  stonde 

Ae  I  aappose  je  wil  ^at^  it  so  he  / 

BnV  Jeae  demaundea  aake  I  firaf  quod  he  /  348 

That'  sith  it^  echal  bo  doon  in  hasty  wyse 

vol  )e  aseenf  or  elles  jow  aiiyso  /  350 

I  say  |ii8  be  }e  redy  with  good  hert/  351 

To  al  my  luaf  and  )iat  I  frcly  may 

Aa  me  besf  liste.  do  ;ow  laughe  or  smerf 

And  nenei  ;e  to  gruch  if  nighf  no  day 

And  eek'  vhan  I  say  je  je  say  not*  nay  355 

Neytiiei  by  word  ne  frownyng*  contcnaunce 

Sver  fia  and  here  swer  I  onre  alliaunce  357 

Wondryng"  vpon  pis  word  qaakyng'  for  drede  358 

Sche  sayde  lord  yndigne  and  vnwortby 

I  am  to  thilt  honour .  ^af  je  me  bede 

Bat  aa  je  wil  jonr  self  righf  so  wol  I 

And  here  I  ewere  paf  neaer  wityi^ly  363 

In  traikf  ne  thought*  I  nyl  ;ow  disobeye 

For  to  be  deed  pongh  me  were  loth  to  deye  364 

This  is  ynoQgh  Grisilde  myn  qaod  be  /  365 

And  forth  goth  he  trip  a  ful  sobre  chore 
Ouir  at?  pe  dore  and  after  pat  cam  eche 
And  to  pe  pepol  be  eayd  in  pis  maneie  * 

curt.  TU.KS. — BABL.  X 
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This  ia  my  wyf  qnod  he  (laf  atondith  heere  363 

honouretb  hir  and  looeth  hir  I  jov  piay        trtann.iMt*} 
who  so  me  loueth  ^er  is  no  more  to  say  371 


And  for  paif  no  f  ing"  of"  hir  olde  gere 
Sche  Bchulde  brynge  vnto  bis  hous  he  bad 
ThAt<  vommen  schuld  dospoileu  hir  right*  ^ere 
Of  which  Jfese  ladyes  were  noughf  ful  glad 
To  handle  hir  clojiea  wher-m  sche  was  clad 
But*  uatheles  ^  loayde  bright"  of"  hew 
Fro  foof  to  heed  pay  schredde  ban  al  newe 


376 
378 


Hir  heeres  h&n  ^ay  kempf  ^aP  lay  vntreaaed 
Ful  radely  and  with  hir  fyngrea  amala 
A  ooronn  on  hir  heed  ^ay  ban  I-diessod 
And  sef  hir  ful  of"  nowcbea  gTet<  and  smale 
Of<  hir  array  whaC  Bchuld  I  make  a  tale  / 
Vonethe  ^  poeple  hir  knew  for  hii  faimesse  / 
vhan  sche  translated  was  in  such  ricbesae  / 


Ihia  marquis  hafi  hir  spoused  with  a  ryng" 
Brougbf  for  ^  same  cause  and  ^an  hir  aette 
Tpon  an  how  snow-whyf  and  wel  amblyng" 
And  to  his  palys  ei  ho  longer  letto 
with  ioyful  jKwple  fatf  hir  ladde  and  mctto 
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To  eaery  vighf  sche  waxen  is  so  deere  400 

And  vonchipful  ^af  folic  |)er  ache  was  bom 

And  from  hii  bnithe  knew  hir  jcr  by  jere 

Vnneth  trowed  pvj  buf  doraf  ban  Bwom 

Tbaf  to  lanlcle  of*  whicb  I  apak?  btfora  404 

Sche  donghter  were .  for  as  by  coniecture 

Hem  ^oug&f  ache  was  anoper  creature  406 

r  or  ^ough  f&V  oner  vertuouB  was  ecbe  407 

Sche  was  encreaed  in  such  excellence  [««ntt] 

Of  tbewes  goode  i-sef  in  high  bounte 

And  eo  discret  and  fair  of  eloquence 

So  benigue  and  so  digne  of  reuerence  411 

And  cou)>e  so  fie  poeples  berf  embnce 

Thaf  ech  hir  1oue)>  |)af  lokith  in  hir  face  413 

rJou^f  oonly  of  Saluce  in  Jw  toun  414 

Paplissched  was  p6  bouate  of  hir  name 

Buf  eet  byside  in  many  a  regionn 

If  oon  sayd  wol  auofier  sayd  ^e  same 

So  sprad  of  hire  heigh  bounte  pe  fame  /  418 

Thaf  men  and  wommen  as  wel  ;ong<  aa  olde 

Gon  to  Saluce  vpon  hir  to  byholde  420 

ihia  waiter  louly.  nay  bnt^  really  421 

weddid  with  fortunate  honeatete 

In  goddes  pees  lyueth  ful  esily 

Af  home  and  outward  grace  ynougb  ha)i  he 

And  for  he  sangb  ))at  Tuder  low  degre  426 

was  ofle  vertu  y-hid  |ie  poeple  him  helde 

A  pmdent<  man  and  {wt  is  seinC  ful  selde  427 

Noughf  oonly  fiis  Griaildes  ^otgh  hif  witte  428 

Couthe  al  fa  feef  of  wifly  humblesse  / 
Bul^  eek<  whan  Jiat  ye  tyme  required  if 
The  comun  profyf  couthe  ache  redresse 
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Ther  ana  discord  lancoor  ne  heuTuesse  /  433 

In  hI  faif  loud  ^af  Bche  ue  coujte  appese  / 

And  wialy  biTiig'  hom  alle  in  KaV  and  ese  434 

1  noogli  ^af  Mr  housbond  absenf  were  anoon  435 

If  g«ntil  men  oi  o])er  of  hii  contra 

were  wroth  ache  woldo  brynge  hem  at  oon 

So  Wfsa  and  lype  wordee  badde  ache 

And  Inggemenf  of*  bo  gret*  equite  439 

That"  Bcho  from  heuen  sent"  was  aa  men  wende  / 

Poeple  to  sane  and  euery  wrong<  to  amende  441 

NongbP  longe  tyme  after  ))af  ^ia  Griailde  442 

waa  wedded  sclie  a  doujter  haf  I-bow 

Al  had  Mr  leoer  ban  had  a  knane  childe 

Glad  waa  jtia  marqnis  and  fe  folk*  ferion 

For  thongh  a  mayden  child  come  al  byfoie  /    [{ci«,**]  446 

Sche  may  vnto  a  knaue  child  atteigne 

By  liklihed  and  ache  nya  not'  bareigne  448 

[No  break  in  the  M3.] 

V  Incipil^  Tercia  pare. 

Thei  fel  aa  fallith  many  tymes  mo  449 

whan  ^af  ^ia  child  ha^  eonked  but'  a  ^lowe 
This  marquye  in  hia  berte  longith  ao 
Tempte  his  wyf".  hir  sadnesse  foi  to  knowe 
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r  or  which  ^le  marquu  vioujf  in  ^ia  manere  463 

he  com  aloone  a  aighf  ^r  as  Hche  lay  / 

\fif  Bterae  face  and  with  ful  troable  cheera 

And  aayde  fma  Gmild  qnod  he  faf  day  / 

Jjaf  I  30W  took"  onf  of"  jour  pore  array  /  467 

And  pntte  jow  in  eBtaf  of  heigll  noblesse 

)e  haiie  nof  ^t< .  foi^ten  as  I  gease  /  469 

I  say  Grisild  ^is  present*  dignite  470 

In  which  fhV  I  bane  pnf  jow  as  I  trowa 

Makith  jow  nof .  foi^etful  for  to  be 

paV  I  jow  took*  in  pora  estaf  ful  lowe 

For  eny  wale  ;e  moof  jour  selue  knowe  /  474 

Tak^  heed  of  euery  word  pat/  I  jaw  say  / 

Ther  is  no  wigBf  faf  herith  if  buf  we  tway  /  476 

7e  wot*  jonr  selP.  how  je  eomen  heere  477 

In  to  piB  hous  if  is  noug&f  long*  ago 

And  (lough  to  me  fiaf  je  be  leaf  and  deeio 

Tnto  my  gentils  je  he  no  (lingi  so 

Thay  seyn  to  hem  it  ia  gret  schame  and  wo  481 

For  to  hen  suhiect/ .  and  hen  in  soruage  / 

To  the  ))at<  bom  arf  of  a  smal  village  l'<q/in)         483 

And  namely  eyn  ])y  doughter  was  I-bore  484 

These  woides  han  )iay  spoken  doutoles 

Buf  I  deeira  as  I  haue  doon  hyfoie 

To  lyne  my  lif  with  hem  in  rest*  and  pees 

I  may  nof  in  jns  caas  be  recchelea  488 

I  moof  do  with  ^y  dongbtei  for  J«  beet/ 

Nof  as  I  wolde  buf  aa  my  peput  lesf  490 

And  jif  god  wot  ^  ia  fol  loth  to  me  491 

Buf  navies  wijioate  jonre  witynge 

wol  I  nof  doon .  buf  fis  wold  I  quod  he  / 

Thaf  je  to  ms  asaenf  as  in  (u  f'ing'  / 
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Scli^w  now  ^onr  paciens  in  jour  wirching*  495 

)]af  ^u  me  hightcsl^  and  Bwor  in  3011  village 

Thaf  day  faV  maked  was  ouie  mariage  497 


Whan  sche  had  herd  al  ^ia  ache  noujf  ameeuyd  4dS 

Neyfiei  in  word  in  cheer  or  countenannce 

For  as  it^  aemed  ecbe  waa  nought*  agreened 

She  sayde  lord  al  lith  in  }our  pleaaunce 

My  child  and  I  with  hertly  obeiaannce  602 

Ben  jonrea  al .  and  ^e  may  sane  or  apille 

^ar  ooghne  ^ing< .  werki))  after  ^ur  ville  /  604 


Ther  may  no  finff  ao  god  my  sonle  aano 
liken  to  }ow  Jiaf  may  displeson  me 
Ne  I  desire  no  fing*  for  to  haue 
Ne  drede  for  to  lese  saue  oonly  je 
This  wil  is  in  myn  herf  and  ay  schal  be 
Ho  length  of>  tyme  or  de])  may  ^is  deface  / 
Ne  chaunge  my  corntge  to  ojier  place  / 


606 


(jlad  vas  this  marquis  of-  hir  anaweiyng* 
But*  jit<  be  fcyned  as  he  were  not*  so 
A]  drcery  waa  bis  cheer  and  his  bkyng* 
whan  faV  lie  acbold  ouf  of  |)e  Chambre  go 
Soon  after  ]>is  a  forlong*  way  or  tuo 
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Ma  dame  he  sayd  je  masf  forjiue  if  me  526 

Thoagh  I  do  tiiag* .  to  whicli  I  am  coiiBtieynif . 

Je  ben  so  wjtb  faV  ful  wel  knowe  ^e 

JWP  lordea  heatea  mow  nof  ben  I-feyniP 

Tliay  mows  wel  biwayl  if  or  compleyu  it/  630 

Bul^  men  moot^  needs  viito  her  Inst^  obeye 

And  BO  wol  I  ^r  ia  no  more  to  seye  632 

I  his  child  I  am  comaundld  for  to  take  /  633 

And  spak*  no  more .  buf  out  )ie  child  he  henf 

Dispitoualy  and  gan  a  chiere  make 

As  ^ough  he  wold  han  slayn  it  er  he  wenf 

Griaild  moof  al  suifer  and  al  consenf  537 

And  aa  a  lamb  Bche  eitteth  mceke  and  stille  / 

And  let*  )iis  cruel  sp;^eanV  doon  hia  wille  639 

Ouspecioua  was  ^e  defame  of"  [lis  man  640 

Suspect"  his  face .  suspecf  his  word  also  / 

Suspecf  pe  tyme .  in  which  he  |iis  bigan 

Alias  hir  doughter  ^af  she  loned  so 

Sche  wend  he  wold  han  slayen  it  right  ^o  544 

Buf  na^elee  sche  ney^  weep  ne  siked 

Conformyng*  hir  to  fat  J»e  marqnia  liked  646 

Buf  atte  lasf  apeke  eche  bigan  647 

And  mekely  sche  to  Jie  sergoanf  preyde 

So  as  he  was  a  worfiy  gentil  man 

Thaf  she  mosf  kisse  hir  child  er  Jiaf  if  deyde 

And  on  hir  arm  ^is  litel  child  scbe  leyde  651 

wif  fol  sad  face .  and  gan  )>e  child  to  blesse 

And  lullyd  if  and  after  gan  if  kesse  /  653 

And  fus  sche  eayd  in  hir  benigne  vois  554 

Far  wel  my  child  I  schal  fe  nenet  see  / 
Buf  Bith  I  ^e  haue  marked  wi))  {w  croys  / 
Of  )>ilko  fader  blessed  mof  >ou  be 
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Thaf  for  tb  deyde  vpon  a  cioa  of  tre  558 

Thy  soule  litel  child .  I  him  bytake  luafoti 

For  fia  nig&f  echaltow  deyen  for  my  sake  /  660 


1  trowe  pa.V  to  a  norice  in  ]iis  caas 
If  had  ben  hard  (lia  lewtbe  for  to  see 
vel  mighf  a  moder  Jmn  bane  ciyed  aUas 
Buf  najieles  so  aad  stedefasf  was  ache 
J}af  she  endured  al  adneisito 
And  to  )ie  aergeanf  mekely  Bche  sayde  / 
Haue  her  agayn  jonr  litel  jonge  mayde 

(joth  now  quod  sche  and  do^  my  loidee  heste 
Buf  o  Jiing"  wil  I  pray  jow  of"  joar  grace 
]}af  buf  my  lord  forbede  jow  atte  leste 
Burieth  ))is  litel  body  in  som  place 
Tfaaf  bestes  ne  no  briddes  if  to-iace  / 
Buf  be  no  word  wil  to  |ie  puipoa  Bay  / 
Buf  took*  ^  child  and  wenf  vpon  bis  way 

Ibis  sergeanf  com  vnto  pia  lord  agayn 
And  of*  Grisildes  wordea  and  bii  cheere 
He  tolde  poynt  for  poynf  in  scboit  and  playn 
And  bim  presontith  with  hia  doujter  deeie 
Som  wbaf  ^ia  lord  bath  rewthe  ia  bis  numere 


065 
667 
668 
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But  at<  Boloyne  to  hu  auster  deere  S89 

Tbat^  ))i]ke  t;me  of  panilc  was  Couatesse 

He  achuld  if  take  and  scliewe  hir  ^  matiere 

Byseching*  her  to  doon  hir  bnsTnesse 

This  child  to  fustre  in  aUe  gentilesBO  693 

And  whofi  child  ^t  it  was  he  bad  hir  hjde 

From  eneiy  wigbf  for  ou^t  )iat<  inighte  bytyde  595 

The  eei^eanf  go^  aud  ha)i  fulfild  ^is  ^iug*  596 

Bnf  to  ^is  marquys  now  retounie  we  [it^riUi^w*] 

For  now  go^  he  ful  fast*  yinaginyng< 

IP  by  his  wyues  cher  he  inighte  ae 

Or  by  hir  word  apparceyue  )iat  sche  600 

were  chaunged .  but  he  hir  neuer  cou^e  fynde 

Buf  euer  in  oon  y-like  sad  and  kynde  /  602 

Aa  glad  as  humble  as  busy  in  seruiso  /  603 

Aud  eek<  in  loue  aa  sche  was  wonf  to  bo 

was  ache  to  him  in  euery  nianer  wyse  / 

Ne  of"  hir  doughter  noujf  o  word  spak"  ache 

Non  accident/  for  noon  aduersite  607 

was  seyn  in  hii  ne  neuer  hir  doughter  name 

Se  nempnyd  sche .  in  emeef  ne  in  game  609 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 

V  Incipit .  Quarta  pan. 

I  If  |)iB  eataaf  ^  passed  ben  fours  jer  610 

Er  sche  wi)i  childe  was .  but^  as  god  wolde 
A  knane  child  sche  bar  by  )>i8  valtier 
Ful  gracious  and  fair  for  to  biholde 
And  whan  )iaf  fo1k<  it/  to  his  fader  tolde  6U 

Nonjt*  oooly  he .  bul^  al  his  contre  meiye 
was  for  ^  child  and  god  ^y  Junk*  and  herie     616 
When  if  was  tuo  jer  old  and  fro  ^  breef  617 

Departed  fto  his  noris  vpon  a  day 
This  markys  canghte  lit  another  Icsf 
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To  tempP  hie  wif^  jtf  after  if*  lie  may 

0  needlee  was  scbe  tempted  in  assay  621 
Buf  weddid  men  ne  knowen  no  mesure 

whan  paV  )>ay  fynde .  a  pacienf  creature  623 

Wyf  quod  ^is  matquys  je  han  herd  ei  ^is  624 

My  peple  sekly  berith  oure  manage 

And  namly  syn .  my  eone  y-boren  is 

Kow  is  if  wore  ^an  euer  in  al  our  age 

The  murmur  sleji  myn  hert  and  my  corrage  628 

For  to  myn  oeris  comefi  pe  roia  BO  amette 

P&V  if  wel  neigh  destroyed  ha])  myn  herte ,  630 

^ow  say  ^ay  ))Us  whan  wautei  ia  a  goon  631 

Than  achal  ^o  blood  of  lanicnla  anccede 

And  ben  our  lord  foi  offer  haue  we  noon ' 

Suche  wordea  saith  my  poeple  out/  of<  diede  /     [Jrviis] 

wel  ougbf  I  of  such  mnrmuT  taken  heede  635 

For  certeynly  I  drede  auch  aent«nce 

]X>ugh  fiay  not  pleynly  speke  in  myn  audience  /  63? 

1  wolde  lyue  in  peea  if  ^f  I  might?  638 
whet  for  I  am  dispoaid  outrely 

Aa  I  his  Buster  seruede  by  nig&t 

Bighf  ao  Jiynk*  I  to  aerue  him  priuely 

This  warn  I  }ou  ^af  ;e  nof  sodeinly  612 
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\e  ben  oitre  lord  doth  with  ]oui  owne  ^iog*  662 

RighP  as  jow  list^  azith  no  led  of  me 

For  as  I  leff  at  bom  al  my  clotting* 

whan  I  firaf  com  to  jow  lighf  bo  quod  scbe 

LefV  I  m;  wille  and  my  liberte  /  656 

And  took*  jonr  clof  ing* .  wlier  for  I  jow  preye 

Thy  jomo  pleaaunce .  I  wil  joure  lusf  obeys  656 

And  certea  if  I  hadde  preecience  659 

)oQi  wil  to  knowe .  et  ^e  jonre  lusf  me  tolde 

I  wdd  it  doon  wifioute  negligence 

Buf  now  I  wof  jour  luaf  and  what"  je  wolde 

Al  jour  pIoMunce  ferm  and  stable  I  holde  663 

For  wisf  I  ^af  my  deth  wold  don  ;ow  ease 

Bighf  gladly  wold  I  deye  jow  to  please  665 

Deth  may  make  no  compari^oun  666 

vnto  jour  loue  and  whan  fis  marquys  say 

The  Constance  of  his  wyf  lie  casf  a  doun 

Hia  eyjen  tuo  and  wondrith  |>af  sche  may 

In  pocience  suffre  al  |)is  array  G70 

And  forth  he  go)>  with  drery  conntenaunce 

But  to  hia  hert<  if  was  ful  gief  plesaunce  imnit.iiuk^    672 

This  Igly  sergeaunt  in  f«  same  wise  673 

Thaf  he  bii  doughter  fette .  righf  so  he 

Or  worse  if  men  worse  can  deiiyse 

hath  hent  hir  sone  jat  ful  was  of  beauto 

And  ener  in  oon  so  pBcient  was  sche  677 

Thaf  sche  no  cheere  made  of  heuynesEO 

But'  kist  hii  sone .  and  after  gan  him  blesse  679 

baue  pJB  sche  prayed  Mm  if  faff  he  mighte  6S0 

her  litel  sone  he  wold  in  eor|K)  graue 
His  tendre  lymes  delicate  to  sight 
From  foulee  and  from  bastes  him  to  sane 
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But*  sclie  nooa  aoswer  of"  him  mighte  hane  684 

ho  wenl^  hia  way  as  him  no  J>iiig<  us  Tougbt 

Buf  to  Boloyne  be  tenderly  it  brou^t  686 

This  maiqnie  wondnth  ener  |ie  lenger  fe  more  687 

Tpon  hir  pacience .  and  if*  ^f  he 

Ne  hadde  eojily  knowen  Jier  bifore 

J)af  parfytly  hir  children  loned  ache 

he  wold  haue  wend  ^af  of  som  sabtOte  691 

And  malice  or  of*  crael  conage 

Thaf  sche  had  8iiffi«d  )>is  wi))  sad  visage  693 

But*  wd  he  knew  ^V  nexf  himaelf*  certayn  €94 

Scbe  loued  hit  children  beef  in  eneiy  wise 

Buf  now  of  wommen  wold  I  aske  fayn 

If  ^eee  aseayea  mighten  not  snSice 

whaf  cou)>e  a  stourdy  hoosebonde  more  deuyse  698 

To  prove  bir  vyfhode  and  her  stedefaatneaae  / 

And  hs  contynuyng  ener  in  atourdyneaee  700 

But  |)er  hen  folk"  of  such  condicioun  701 

Thaf  whan  ^y  hane  a  certeyn  pnrpos  take 

Thay  can  nonght  slynf  of  her  entenciottn 

Buf  right  as  ^y  were  bounden  to  a  stake  / 

Jjay  wil  nof  of  her  firste  purpos  slake  705 


For  which  if  semyd  yia  ^ak  of"  hem  tuo  7 1 5 

pet  naa  but  oo  wil  for  aa  valter  lest/ 

The  same  pleaatince  was  hir  luat  also 

And  god  hy  thanked  al  fel  for  pe  heat/ 

Sche  achewed  wel.  for  no  worldly  vniesf  719 

A  yryt  as  of  Mr  self*  do  }>ing<  ne  scholde 

wylne  In  effecf .  but*  as  hir  hoosbond  wolde  721 

The  Bclannder  of  waiter  ofte  and  wjde  spradde  722 

Thaf  of  a  cruel  herf  he  wikkedly 

For  he  a  pore  womman  weddid  hadde 

hath  morthrid  bojie  hia  children  priuely 

Such  mnnnui  was  among*  hem  comunly  726 

Ko  wonder  is  for  to  )ie  peplea  eere 

Ther  com  no  word,  buf  ^aV  pay  mortherid  were  /  728 

For  which  wher  as  hia  peple  fier  byfore  729 

had  loued  him  wel  pe  sclaunder  of  his  dilSime 

Made  hem  )iaf  ])ay  him  hatede  ^erfore 

To  ben  a  moidrer .  is  an  hateful  name 

Buf  navies  for  emesf  or  for  game  733 

he  of  his  cruel  purpos  nolde  stcnte 

To  tempts  his  wyf  was  set  al  his  entente  735 

Whan  faf  his  doughter  twelf  jer  was  of  age  736 

he  to  ^  court*  of  Borne  in  sucho  wise 

Enformed  of  his  wille  sent  hia  message 

Comanndyng  hem.  such  bnlles  to  denyse 

Aa  to  his  cruel  purpoe  may  auffise  740 

how  p&V  ^  pope  as  for  hia  peples  leate 

Bad  him  to  wedda  anojiet  if  him  leate  742 

I  say  bo  bad  ^ay  echulde  conntrefeto  743 

The  popes  bulles  makyng*  mencioun 
Thaf  he  ha)i  lene  his  firsto  wyf  to  lete 
As  by  ^  popes  dispensaciouu 
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To  Btynte  rancour  and  dieceiicioun 

Bitwix  his  peple  and  him  fva  aayd  >e  bulle    (i*v'it«,»<u»] 

The  -which  ^ay  han  publisahid  atte  foUe  /  74i 

ibe  rnde  poepel  aa  if  no  wondei  ia  75( 

wende  ful  wel  )iat^  it  had  be  right*  bo 

Buf  whan  Jvese  tydyngea  come  to  Grisildie 

I  deeme  ^V  hii  herto  was  ful  wo 

But^  eche  y-like  sad  for  euermo  754 

Sisposid  was  ^is  humble  creatnre 

Thadaersite  of  fortun  al  tendure  76( 

Abydyng'  euer  his  lusf  and  hia  pleeaunce  761 

To  whom  fatf  scho  was  ;iue  hert  and  al 

As  to  hir  Terray  worldly  suffiaannce 

Baf  Bchortly  if  I  )>is  story  telle  schol 

This  marqnys  writen  haji  in  special  761 

A  letter  in  which  he  scbewith  his  entent 

And  seciely  he  to  Boloyne  it  sent  /  763 


To  tberl  of  panyk/  which  ))af  hadde  ^ 
weddid  his  suster  piayd  he  specially 
To  brynge  hom  a;ein  his  children  tuo 
In  honurable  eataaf  al  openly 
But  oon  (ting*  he  him  prayde  outerly 
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Arrayed  was  toward  hir  mariags 

This  freisshe  may  al  ful  of<  gemmes  dere 

hir  faro)ier  which  f&V.  seuen  }er  was  o^  age 

Arrayed  eek*.  ful  freiasb  in  his  manere  / 

And  thus  in  gret^  noblesse  and  vitb  glad  chere 

Toward  Saluces  echapyng*  her  iourna; 

Fro  day  to  day  fay  ryden  in  her  way 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 

IT  Incipit  pais  Quinta . 

AMongi  ol  fis  after  his  wikked  vsage       {'•art^'i 
This  marquis  jit  his  wif<  to  tempte  more 
To  fe  vttresP  proef  of  hir  conage 
Fully  to  han  experiens  and  lore 
If  faV  sche  wei'e  as  stedefast  as  byfore 
He  on  a  day  in  open  audience 
Ful  boyatously  haj>  eayd  hir  fiis  sentence 

Certes  Grisildes  1  had  ynough  plesaunce 
To  haue  ]0W  to  my  wif  for  jour  goodnesse 
And  for  joure  trou)>e  and  for  ;our  oboissattnce 
Ifought"  for  jour  lignage  ne  for  jonr  richesse 
Buf  now  know  I  in  verray  sothfastnesao  / 
Thaf  in  gret  lordachip  iP  I  wel  auyse  / 
Ther  is  gref  seruise  ia  aondry  wyse  / 

1  may  nof  do  as  ouery  plough  man  may 
My  poeple  me  constreignitb  for  to  take 
Anofer  wyf  and  eerteyn  day  by  day 
And  eek<  {«  popes  rancour  for  to  slake 
Consentith  it  faf  dar  I  vndertake 
And  trewely  )>us  moche  I  wol  ;ow  say 
My  newe  wif*  is  comyng"  by  fe  way 

lie  strong  of  hert  and  Toyde  anoon  hir  place 
And  f like  dower  faf  ^e  broughten  me 
Tat  if  agayn  I  graunf  it  of  my  grace 
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Retoumeth  to  jour  fodrea  hous  quod  he 
No  man  may  alway  bane  prosperite 
witli  enen  herf  I  rede  jow  endnre 
The  strok'  of  fortone  or  ot  adoenture 


And  sche  agayn  answerd  in  pacionce  813 

My  lord  quod  ache  I  vof  and  wist/  olway 

hov  fa,V  bitwixe  jour  magnificence 

And  my  ponerte  no  wighf  can  ne  may 

Make  comparisotin  if  ia  no  nay  817 

V  I .  ne  held  me  neucr  digne  in  no  manere 

To  ben  joui  wyf  ne  jif  joui  Chamberere  819 

And  in  fiis  hous  |)er  ;e  me  lady  made  /  820 

The  highe  god  take  I  for  my  witneese 

And  al  ao  wialy  he  my  sonle  glade 

I  neuer  huld  me  lady  ne  maistresse  /  p^ur.tat*] 

But*  humble  seruannf  to  jonr  vorlhinesse  821 

And  euer  achal  vhil  }>at/  my  lyiP  may  dnre 

Abouen  euery  worldly  creature  826 


Ihat"  ;e  flo  longe  of"  jour  benignife 
han  holden  me  in  honour  and  nobleye 
wher  OS  I  was  not  worthy  for  to  he 
Thaf  |)Onk<  I  god  and  jow  to  whom  I  praye 
Foi^eld  if  jow  fer  is  more  to  seye 


827 
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And  of  jour  newe  wiP .  god  of  hia  grace  841 

So  grauute  jow.  wele  and  prosperite 

For  I  wol  gUdly  jeldan  hir  my  place 

I  wMch  )iaf  I  was  bliaful  wonf  to  be 

For  eith  if  liketli  jow  my  lord  quod  ache  845 

Thaf  whilom  were  al  myn  hertes  leete 

Tbat^  I  BchAl  gon .  I  wil  go  whan  y>w  leatc  847 

Buf  Jrer  aa  je  profre  me  such  dowayre  /  848 

Aa  I  fereP  biougBf .  if  is  wel  in  my  mynde 
It:<  were  my  WTecchid  clojies  no  ping  faire 
J)e  whiche  to  me  were  hard  now  for  to  fynila 

0  goode  god,  how  gentil  and  how  kynde  852 
3e  semed  by  jour  apeche  and  jour  visage 

Thaf  day  ^at  maked  was  out  mariage  864 

Buf  aop  is  sayd  algate  I  fynd  it  trewe  /  855 

For  in  effect .  it/  proued  is  on  me 

loue  is  noogBf  old .  as  whan  f  af  it  is  newe/ 

Buf  cartea  lord  for  noon  adueraite  / 

To  deyeu  in  }ie  caas  it  schal  nof  be  /  669 

J)af  euer  in  word  or  work"  I  schal  repente 

That*  I  jow  jaf  myn  berf  in  hoi  entente  Ln^im  861 

My  lord  je  wof  ^f  in  my  fadrea  place  862 

)b  dede  ms  strippe  ouf  of  my  pore  wede 

And  richely  me  cladden  of  jour  grace 

To  jow  brong&f  I  nought"  ellea  ouf  of  drede 

Buf  faith  and  mekenes  and  maydenhede  /  866 

And  het  agayn  my  clo^yng<  I  restore 

And  eek"  my  weddyng"  ryng<  for  euerraoro  868 

Ihe  lemenanf  of  jour  jewels  redy  be  /  869 

wifnn  jout  chambur  dore  dar  I  saufly  aayn 
Kaked  ouf  of  my  fadres  hous  quod  ache  / 

1  com  and  naked  moof  I  tome  agayn 
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Al  jonr  pleisums .  toM  I  fidfille  fajn 
Bul^  jiV  I  hope  it  be  not  joore  entent 
ThnV  I  unoclee  out  o^  )onr  chamlnre  irent 


HarleiaB  7331 

?73 


^e  con|>e  nof  doon  bo  duhonest'  a  ^ng* 
t>aff  filke  wombe  in  vliich  jour  cUldien  leye 
8chu]de  bjfom  ^  poeple  in  mj  waJkjmg* 
Be  sey B  al  bare  wher-fore  I  }ow  pray 
let  me  nof  lib  a  worm  go  by  ^  way  / 
Remembre  }ow  myn  ouglme  lord  ao  deerc  / 
I  was  jour  wyf .  Jtongb  I  vnworfy  were 

Wherfor  in  gnerdoun  of  my  maydenbede 
wbich  Juf  I  broughf  and  nougbf  agayn  I  bere 
As  voncbeth  ■auf' .  as  juue  me  to  my  meede 
Such  a  smok*  as  I  wss  wont  to  were 
Tbaf  I  ^r  with  may  wrye  )»  wombe  oP  here  / 
J3af  was  jour  wiP  and  here  take  I  my  leuo 
OP  )0w  myn  oi^hne  lord .  lesf  I  jiw  greue 

The  smok'  qnod  he  ^af  ptm  hast'  on  ^y  bab 
tef  if  be  stille  and  ber  it  for^  wi^  fie 
Bnf  wel  Tnnethes  ^ilke  word  lie  s|»k* 
But*  went*  his  wuy  for  ronthe  and  for  pite 
Byfom  («  folk*  hir  eeluea  strippith  scbe  / 


OBonp  B.     §  2.     clbbk's  talb.     Harleian  7334.     291 

For  out  of  donte  fia  olde  ^le  man  90t 

was  eaef  in  Biupecf  of  hir  manage 

For  euer  he  deemed  sith  ^f  it  bigan 

Thaf  whan  |w  lord  fulfilled  had  hia  comge 

him  wolde  finke  fat  it  were  disparage  908 

To  his  estate,  bo  lowe  for  to  lights 

And  Toyden  hire  aa  Bone  aa  euar  he  mighf  910 

Agayna  his  doughter  haatily  quod  he  911 

For  be  by  noy ae  of  folk'  knew  hit  comyng* 

And  wif  hir  olde  cote  aa  it  mighf  be  / 

he  conered  hir  ful  soiwfully  wepynge 

Buf  on  hir  body  might*  he  if  noujf  bringe  915 

For  mde  v/ae  ]»e  cloth .  and  sche  mor  of  age 

By  deyes  fele.  fan  hir  mariaga  917 

Thus  with  liir  fader  for  a  certcyn  space  918 

Dwellith  fia  flour  of  wifly  pacienc* 

ThaP  neyther  by  her  wordes  ne  by  hir  face 

Byfom  fe  folk*  nor  eek*  in  her  absence 

Ne  Bchewed  sche  that"  hir  was  doon  offenoe  922 

Ke  of  hir  highe  astaaf  no  remembratmca 

Ne  hadde  Bche.  as  by  hir  countenaunca  924 

sio  wonder  is  for  in  hir  gret  estate  925 

hir  gost  was  euer  in  playn  humilite 

Ke  tender  month  noon  herta  delicate 

Na  pompe .  ne  semblanf  of  realte 

But  fnl  of  pocienf  benignite  929 

Discrete  and  prideles  ay  honurable  / 

And  to  bir  housbond  euer  meke  -  and  stable  931 

Men  Bpeke  of  lob .  and  mosf  for  bis  humblesse  /'  932 

Aa  clerkes  whan  hem  lust  can  wel  endite 
Naraely  of  men  .  buf  as  in  sothfastnesse 
)]ongh  clerkes  prayae  wonimen  but  a  lite 
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fjet  can  no  man  in  homblease  him  acqn^  936 

A^  womrnen  can.  ne  can  be  half  ao  trewe  lnv>m 

Am  wommen  ben .  bntf  if  be  &Ue  of  newe  938 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 

rm  boloyne  ia  yia  erl  of  panik  y-come  939 

Of  7bich  fe  Cune  vp  sprong<  to  more  and  laaae 

And  to  ^  poeplea  eeres  alle  and  aome 

was  conth  eek<  ^al^  a  newe  marqnisesse 

he  my  him  broagtif  in  anch  pomp  and  richeBse  943 

That  nener  waa  ^cr  aeyn  with  mannes  ye 

So  noble  arra;  in  al  wesV  lombardye  945 

The  marquys  which  patf  schoop  and  knew  al  ^a  946 

Ef  ))af  fia  erl  was  come  senf  hia  message  / 

After  fiilk'  cely  pore  Griaildis 

And  ache  wi)*  hnmbla  herb  and  good  visage 

Not  with  BO  BwoUen  herf  in  hir  corrage  950 

Cam  af  hia  best* .  and  on  hir  knees  hir  sette 

And  reuerently  and  wyfly  ache  him  gtette  953 

Grisild  quod  be .  my  wil  is  outrely  953 

This  mayden  ^af  echal  weddid  be  to  me 
Heceyued  be  to  morwe  as  really 
As  it  possible  is  in  myn  houn  to  be 
icfef  in  hia  d« 
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Noughts  oonlj  lord  faf  I  am  glad  qnod  ache  /  9G7 

To  don  jour  luef .  but"  I  desire  bIbo  / 

)ow  for  to  eerue  and  plese  in  m;  degre 

wi[iont«  fefnyng'  and  schal  euer  mo 

Na  nenei  for  no  wele  ne  for  no  wo  97 1 

Xe  Bchal  )>e  goef  wi^inne  myn  heite  Btent«  / 

To  loue  }ow  beaf  wi^  al  my  trews  enteut  973 

And  wi)>  )>af  word  ache  gan  ^e  bona  to  d^ht  974 

And  tables  for  to  eette  and  beddes  make      lUaf^ttM'*: 

And  peyned  bir  to  doon  al  [laf  ache  miglit 

Preying*  ^  chamberera  for  goddea  aake 

To  baaten  hem  and  faste  swepe  and  acboke  978 

And  Bche  fe  moete  seraisable  of  alle  / 

ha))  enery  chamber  arrayed  and  his  halle  /  980 

Abonten  rndern  gan  (tis  lord  alight  981 

JJat"  with  bim  brought  ^eae  noble  children  tweye 

For  which  )«  peple  ran  to  ae  [laf  aighP 

Of  her  array  ao  richely  biseye 

And  fen  at*  eref  amongee  hem  ])ny  aeye  985 

That*  waiter  was  no  for))  )iough  thaf  him  lest 

To  chaange  hia  wyf.  for  it  waa  for  fe  beef  /  987 

For  ache  is  fairer,  as  ^y  demen  alle  /  988 

Than  ia  Gristld  and  more  tender  of  age 

And  fkirer  frayf  bitwen  hem  achulde  falle 

And  more  plosaiiuf  for  hir  high  lynage 

hir  bro^r  eek*.  so  fair  was  of  visage  993 

Tbat^  bem  to  aeen  ^  peple  baj»  cangbV  plesaunu; 

Comending*  now  ]re  marqnya  gouemaimce  994 

0  atormy  poeple.  vnaad  and  euer  vntrewe  996 

And  Tndiscret)  and  channgyng*  as  a  fane 
Be8yryng<  euer  in  rombel  )iat  is  newe 
For  lit  pe  moone  tiy  wax  je  and  wane 
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Aj  fal  of  cUppjng*  den  jnoogb  « lone  999 

^cpore  doom  ta  fills  jonr  coDstatmce  jnel  pnmth 

A  fnl  gief  fool  is  be  thaf  on  jow  leeniUi  1001 


Thus  uyde  aaad  folk  in  ^t  Citae  1003 

whan  ^f  |w  poeple  gased  vp  and  dotm 

Foi  |iaj  were  glad  ri^t'  of  fe  nonelte 

To  han  ■  newe  lady  of>  her  totm 

No  more  of<  )iia  now  make  I  mencioun  1006 

Bntf  to  Orisildes  agajn  wol  I  me  dnsae 

And  telle  hir  Constance  and  hir  bnajnesse  /  1008 

rnl  bney  was  gtigild  in  eueiy  ^ing*  1009 

Tbaf  to  |ie  fetrte  was  app«rtinent 

Kight'  nought'  was  eche  aboiaahP  of  hir  ctofiing' 

Though  it  were  niyde .  and  som  del  eetc  torent 

Bnf  wi))  glad  cbeer  to  ^  jate  is  sche  went       [imrwi  1013 

with  o^  folk*  to  griete  ^  marqnisesse 

And  after  ^f  doth  forUi  hir  bnsynesse  /  1015 


With  so  glad  chier  his  geetos  sche  receyuetli 
And  80  connyngly  euerich  in  his  degre  / 
Thaf  no  defaute  no  man  aparceyneth 
liaf  ay  ))ay  wondrcn  what*  eche  mighte  be 
That  in  so  pouer  array  was  for  to  se 


1016 
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Grisyld  qnod  he  as  it  were  in  bis  play  1030 

how  likith  fB  my  wif*  and  hir  beauto 

lOgbt  wel  my  loid  quod  sche  for  in  good  fay 

A  fairer  sangh  I  nener  noon  f&a  ache 

I  pny  to  god  ;iae  hir  ptosperite  1034 

And  so  hope  I .  ^f  he  wol  to  jow  sende 

Flesaunce  ynoi^fi  vnto  joof  lyaes  ende  /  1036 

Un  ^ing*  warn  I  ;ow  and  biseke  abo  /  1037 

TUaf  je  ne  prike  wip  no  tormentynge 

l^ii  tendre  mayden  aa  je  hane  do  mo 

For  sche  ta  fostrid  in  bit  norischinge 

More  tendrely  and  to  my  supposynge  /  1041 

Sche  cou^  not*  aduereite  endure 

As  coujw  a  pore  fostrid  creature  1043 

And  wban  ^is  waiter  saugh  hir  pacience  1041 

hir  g)ade  cheer  and  no  maiice  af  al 

And  he  so  off  had  doon  to  bir  offence 

And  ache  ay  sad .  and  constant  as  a  wal 

Continnyng'  euer  bir  Innocence  oueral  1048 

This  eturdy  marquys  gan  his  herte  dreeHo 

To  Eewen  vpon  hir  wyfly  stedefastneaae  /  1050 

1  his  is  ynongb  Grisilde  myn  qnod  he       [i™/w».*«*J  1051 

Be  now  no  more  agasV  ue  ynel  apayed 

I  hane  thy  faith  and  fy  benignite 

Aa  wel  as  ener  womrnan  was  assayed 

In  gref  estate  and  propieliche  arrayed  1055 

Now  knowe  I  dere  wyf*  ^y  stede&stnesse 

And  hir  in  armea  took*  and  gan  hir  kesae  1057 

And  Bcbe  for  wonder  toot  of^  if  no  keepe  1058 

Sche  herde  nof  whaf  ping"  he  t«  hir  aayde 
8cbe  ford  as  ache  hod  eterf  ouf  of  a  aleepe 
Til  Bcbe  ouf  of'  bir  masidnease  abrayde 
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Griaild  qnod  he  by  god  paf  for  ts  deyde  1062 

Thoa  art  my  wyP  ne  noon  ojwr  I  bane 

He  neuer  had  as  god  my  soule  use  1064 


This  is  my  dought«r  which  fou  haatf  sapposed 

To  be  my  wifi  paff  oJwr  fiuthfully 

Schal  be  myn  heir  as  1  haae  ay  pnrpoeed 

Tbow  bar  hem  in  ^y  body  trewely 

Atf  Boloyne  haue  I  kept*  hem  prinely 

Tat  hem  agayu  fot  now  maislow  not  seye 

Thaf  ]»u  hasf  lom  noon  of*  py  children  tweye 

And  folk'  t>af  ojier  weyes  hon  aeyd  of  me 
1  warn  hem  wel  ^P  I  bane  doon  f  is  deedo 
For  no  malice  ne  for  no  craelte 
Bnf  for  tasaaye  in  ^  ^y  wommanhede 
And  not  to  alen  my  children  god  forbedo 
But  foe  to  kepe  hem  priuely  and  stills 
lillpy  parpos  knowe  and  al  }y  wllle 


1076 
1078 


Whan  sche  )>ifl  herd  a  Bwoned  doun  eche  fallith  1079 

For  pitoos  ioy .  and  after  her  swownyng* 

Sche  bothe  Mr  jonge  cbUdien  to  hii  callitb 

And  in  hir  armes  pitonsly  wepyng* 

EmbraBeth  hem  and  tenderly  kissyug*  1083 
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0  tender  deerc ,  joage  chiUraa  myne 

1093 

3oure  wofiil  moder  wende  stedefastly 

Thaf  cruel  hoiindea  or  eom  foul  vermyne 

had  eten  jow  buf  god  of  his  mercy 

And  )onr  benigne  fader  tenderly 

1097 

hsth  doun  jow  kepf  and  Id  ^aff  same  atouude 

Al  Bodeinly  eche  swapped  dDim  to  grounds  / 

1099 

And  in  hir  awough  so  sadly  holdith  sche 

1100 

Lir  children  too .  whan  ache  gan  hem  terahraL-e 

Thaf  with  gref  sleighf  and  gref  difficulle 

The  children  from  her  am  fay  gonna  aniee 

0  many  a  teer.  o  many  a  pitoua  face. 

1104 

Doun  ran  of  hem  faf  stooden  hir  IiisyJe 

Vnnethe  ahouto  hir  mighte  fay  ahyda 

1106 

Waltier  hir  gladith  and  hir  aorwe  elakitli 

1107 

Sche  rysith  vp  abaisshed  from  liir  trannco 

And  euery  wighP  hir  ioy  and  festa  makilh 

Til  Bche  hath  oaiighf  agayn  hir  continnunee 

wauter  liir  doth  so  faithfully  pleaaunee 

1111 

Thaf  it  was  daynte  for  to  aee  [w  cheere 

Bitwix  hem  tuo .  now  ))ay  be  mef  in  feere 

1113 

These  Iftdys  whan  Jiaf  fay  her  tyma  say 

IIU 

han  taken  hir  and  in  to  chambro  goon 

And  strippcn  hir.  out-  of  hir  rwde  array 

And  in  a  cloth  of  gnld  faf  brighte  schon 

with  a  coroun  oP  many  n  riche  atoon 

1118 

ypon  hir  heed  pay  in  to  halle  hir  brought 

And  far  scha  was  honoured  as  liir  ought 

1120 

Thus  hath  fis  pitoUB  day  a  blisful  cndo 

1121 

For  euery  man  and  womman  doth  his  might 

This  day  in  mirth  and  revel  to  des|K;nde 

Til  on  jw  welken  schon  >e  sterres  blight 

^^^^^ 

^B 
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For  more  soUmpne  in  eaery  maiinea  sights  1125 

This  feBt«  was  and  gretter  of  coatage  ci«ri*i,  »a<4] 

Than  was  )ro  leuel  of*  hir  manage  /  1 127 


X  ul  many  a  jer  in  heigh  prosperite 
lyuen  )iese  tao  in  concord  and  in  legf 
And  richeliche  hia  doughler  mailed  he 
vuto  a  lord  on  of<  ^  worthiest* 
Uf  al  ytailo  and  ^anne  in  pees  and  iwV 
Uis  wyneB  fader  in  his  courP  he  k^ith 
Til  fnV  ^  soule  ouf  ot  his  body  ciepith 


1132 
1131 


His  sone  mccedith  in  his  heritage 
In  rest*  and  pees .  aftei  his  fadei  day 

And  fortunaf ,  was  eelc  in  manage 

Al  pat*  he  not*  his  wyf  in  gref  assay 

This  world  is  nof  so  strong"  it  is  no  nay 

As  if  lia}i  ben  in  olde  tymes  jore 

And  heiknith  whaf  ^is  auctor  saith  Jurfoie 


1139 
1141 


Ihifl  story  is  aayd  naf  for  ^t  wyues  scholde 
Folwe  Grisild .  as  in  hamilite 
For  it  were  importable  fiou^  |)ay  wolde 
But  for  (laf  euery  w^5hf  in  his  degre 
Schulde  be  constant .  in  aduersite 
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And  snffrith  ve  as  for  onr  exercise  1156 

irip  scbarpe  scourges  of>  adueraite 

Fnl  ofte  to  be  bete  in  Bondry  wise 

JTought  for  to  knowe  cmre  wille  for  ceitcs  he 

Erve  were  bom.  knew  al  oar  frelto  IIGO 

And  for  oure  htaV  is  al  his  gooemaunce 

Leef  TB  ^anne  lyue  in  vertaous  suSraunce  1 162 

But"  oo  word  brdeo  herkneth  er  I  go  1103 

It?  were  ful  hard  to  fyndo  now  a  dayes  itnfitti 

Ab  Griaildea  in  al  a  toun  ]ire  or  tuo 

For  if*  Jfflf  |ifty  were  put  to  such  assayes 

The  gold  of  hem  haj)  now  so  badde  alayes  1 1 G7 

with  bras  pa,V  ))ougb  ^  coyn  be  fair  at'  ye 

hit?  wolde  rafer  bi'cat^  in  tuo  fan  plye  1 1 0^ 

J!  or  which  beer  for  Jic  wyuea  loue  oP  bathe  1170 

whos  lyf<  and  alle  of'  hir  secte  god  meyntuiie 

In  h^b  maistry  and  elles  were  if  scathe 

I  wil  with  lusty  herte  freiscb  and  grcno 

Say  )ow  a  song*  to  glade .  jow  I  wene  1 1 74 

And  laf  ts  stynf  of<  emeatful  matiere 

heiknith  my  song*.  ])af  sailh  in  fis  manero  /  1176 

[A^o  break  in  the.  AfS.] 


IT  Lenvoye.  de  Chaucer. 

aRisild  is  deed  and  eek<  hir  pacience 
And  bothe  af  oones  buried  in  Itnyle 
For  wbiche  I  cije  in  open  audience  / 
Ko  weddid  man  ao  hardy  be  to  assay le 
liie  wyues  pacience  in  hope  to  fynde 
Grisildes  for  in  ccrt«yn  he  schal  fayl 
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0  noble  wyuea  ful  of"  heigh  prudence  /  1183 

lef  noon  humUite  joui  tongee  nayle 

Ne  laf  Qo  cleric  hane  cause  ot  diligence  1165 

To  write  oP  )ow  a  atory  of  snch  meniayle  / 

As  o^  GrisildBB  pacience  and  kynde 

Leaf  Chichiuache  jow  swolwe  in  hlr  eutraila  1188 

Folwith  £cco  |iat<  botdith  no  Bilence  1 189 

But*  eiier  answereth  at^  po  coantratajle 

Be|i  non;f  bydaffed  for  ;onr  Innocence  II91 

Bnif  scharply  tab  on  jow  pa  gonemayle 

Etupryntith  wel  ^is  leasonn  in  }oar  mynde 

For  comtin  profjV  sith  it  may  aoayle  1194 

%B  aTcbewyues  etondith  at  defena  1195 

Sjn  ;o  ben  atrong<  as  ia  a  greet/  Chamayle 

fie  Buflre  nof  )taf  men  jow  don  offens  1197 

And  aclendre  wydewee  felle  as  in  batayle 

Seth  egK  as  is  a  Tyger  jond  in  Inde 

Ay  dappith  as  a  mylle  I  jow  counsaile  1200 

He  drede  hem  nof.  do  bem  no  renerence  iimfto,tt^i  1201 

For  ^ugb  ^in  bonaboad  aimed  be  in  mayle 

The  arwea  of<  py  crabbid  eloquence  1203 

Schal  perse  hie  bresf  and  eek  his  adnentayle  / 

In  gelouay  I  rede  eek<  ^n  him  bynde 

And  ^ou  schalt  make  hjui  coucbe  aa  Joth  a 
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IT  bare  bygynneth  ^e  prologe  of<  ^  marcbaandis  tale. 

■  «  r  tLpjBff  and  wailyng*  care  and  ofer  sorwe 
m/m/     I  knowe  ynough  hope  on  euen  &  on  morwe 
T  T      Qaod  Jw  marchaund .  and  so  doon  of  er  mo 

That  weddid  b«n  I  trowe  fut  it  be  so  1 21C 

For  wel  I  woof  if  faretb  so  witb  me 

I  haue  a  wyf .  f e  worste  faf  may  be 

For  ^agh  Jw  feend  to  hir  y-coupled  were 

Scbe  wold  him  ouer  macche  I  dar  wol  swere  1220 

what"  scbuld  I  jow  reherse  in  special 

hir  bigb  malice .  sche  is  a  schrewe  at'  al 

Ther  is  a  long*  and  a  large  diOerence 

fietwix  Grisildes  grete  pacienco  1324 

And  of"  my  wyf  )ie  paaayng*  cnielte 

were  I  vnbomiden  also  mot  I  the 

I  woldo  neuer  eff  come  in  pe  snare 

we  weddid  men  lyue  in  aorwe  and  care  1228 

Assay  who-so  wil  and  he  schal  fynde  / 

Thaf  I  say  Botb  by  seint  Thomas  of  Inde 

As  for  fe  more  parf .  I  say  not  alle 

Ood  schilde  Jiaf  it  scholde  so  byfolle  /  1232 

A  good  sir  bosf.  I  baue  y-weddid  be 

Thise  montbes  tuo  and  more  not  par  de 

And  jiif  I  trowe  he  Jiat'  al  bis  lyue 

wyfles  hafi  ben  ^ougb  }iat  men  wold  him  rine  1236 

vnto  fe  berf  ne  coajie  in  no  manere  / 

Tellen  so  mocbe  sorwe  as  I  now  heere  ['"i^m] 

Con^  telle  of*  my  wyfes  cursednesse  / 

No  qnod  our  ost^!  roarcbaunf  so  god  jow  blessa  1240 

Sin  ;e  so  mocbe  Icnowen  of  ^f  art 

Ful  bertily  tellitb  vs  a  parl^ 

Gladly  qnod  be  of  myn  ongbne  sore 

For  sory  herf  I  telle  may  na  more  1244 

[A'o  gap  in  the  MS.] 
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%  Sartatf 

Whilom  |ier  wu  dneUyng*  in  lombacdy 
A  worjiy  knigllf  Jiaf  bom  was  of  panj 
In  which  he  Ijued  in  gref  pioeperite 
And  fonrty  jer.  a  wifles  man  was  he 
And  folwed  ay  his  bodily  delyt 
On  wommen .  ther  waa  hia  appelyf 
As  doon  ^eee  fooles  fAt/  bea  Becnlere 
And  whan  p&V  he  was  passed  foarty  jere 
were  if  for'holyness  or  for  dot^e 
I  cau  nof  say .  buf  sacb  a  gief  corrage 
hodde  ^is  kntg&l',  to  hen  a  weddid  man 
That;*  day  and  nig&f .  he  do^  al  fa.V  he  can 
Taspye  wher  faf  he  mighte  weddid  be 
Fraying*  our  lord  to  giaunte  him  ^f  he 
Migbf  oones  knowen  of  faf  blisfnl  lif 
]}af  is  bitwix  an  houebond  and  his  wyf* 
And  for  to  lyae  vnder  Jiat'  holy  bond 
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And  lede  his  lyf  in  mirthe  and  in  solace 

wlier  as  pese  bachileres  synge  alias 

whan  pay  fynde  eny  aduersite 

In  loue  which  is  but  childes  vanite  [utnsi,taek]  1276 

And  tiewely  it  sit  wel  to  be  so 

Thaf  bachilere  haue  ofte  peyne  and  wo 

On  brutil  gionnd  Jiay  bulde  brntelnessa  / 

J»j  fynde  whan  f&y  wene  sikemeese  1280 

Thay  lyne  but  as  a  brid  opei  as  a  best* 

In  liberte  and  vnder  noon  arrest 

Tbei  as  a  weddid  man  in  his  estate 

lyuitb  his  lif  busily  and  ordinate  1384 

vnder  )ie  job  of  manage  I-bounde 

wel  may  his  herte  in  ioye  and  blisse  abounde  / 

For  who  can  be  so  buxom  as  a  wyf  / 

who  is  so  trewe  and  ectc*  so  ententyf  1288 

To  kepe  him  seek  and  hool  as  Js  hiR  make 

For  wele  or  woo  sche  wol  him  not*  forsake  / 

Sche  is  noV  wery  him  to  loue  and  seme 

Theigh  pat-  he  lay  bedrad .  til  J>af  he  sterue  1292 

And  jef  som  clerkes  seyn  it  is  not  so 

Of  wliiche  tbeof rast/  is  oon  of'  fo 

whaf  fors  ^ough  theofrasf.  liste  lye 

Ne  take  no  wiP  quod  he  for  housbondrye  1296 

Aa  for  to  spare  in  houshold  py  dispense 

A  trewe  seruaunt'  doth  more  dihgence 

J3y  good  to  kepe  fan  fin  oughne  wif  / 

For  ache  wol  olayme  half  part  in  al  hir  lif  1300 

And  if  )*af  [un  be  seek  so  god  me  sane 

))yne  verray  frendea  ot  a  trewe  kuaue 

wol  kepe  pe  bef  ■  pan  sche  fat*  waytith  ay 

After  py  good  and  hath  doon  many  day  1304 

And  if<  paf  pou  take  a  wif  be  war 

Of  oon  peril .  which  declare  I  ne  dar . 

This  entenf  and  an  hundrid  sipe  wora 

writitb  pis  ^fas  ther  god  his  bones  cnrs  1308 


itel  ma,y  fe  fdke  man  myle  and  vepe 

Tlier  as  )>eT  ii  no  irjf*  fe  hoos  to  kepe 

I  wame  J>e  if  wislj  jKm  wilff  wirdie 

loue  w«l  py  wjf  as  crista  doth  bU  chiidte  \i 

If  |>ou  looesf  friaelf'  poa  loneef  ^  wjf  / 

Xo  mail  lUititb  bit  fleisscb  but  in  bis  Hf  / 

be  fostritb  it^  and  ^erfure  wame  I  pe 

Cberissb  fy  wif .  or  poa  ocbalf  nener  tbe  1' 

bouabond  &  wif  wbaf  men  iape  or  idey« 

Of-  worldly  folk*  bolden  pe  rigbtc  weye  [>Mm] 

Tbay  ben  so  IcnjV  ^r  maj  noon  harm  bjtyde 

And  nameliehe  vpon  )>e  wynea  syde  13 

For  which  fi»  lanoaiy  of  which  I  tolde 

Considered  bath  lawith  his  dayes  olde  / 

The  lusty  lif  the  vertuons  qniel« 

ThaV  is  in  mariage  bony-swete  1> 

H  And  for  bis  frendes  on  a  day  be  aeat 

To  lelleu  hem  theSecf  of  his  eotent 

wi^  face  sad .  he  ba^  hem  this  tale  lold 

be  sayde  frendes  I  am  boor  and  <dd  14 

And  almost*  god  woot^  at  my  pittes  brinks 

vpon  my  soiile  som  wbaf  most*  I  ^ynks 

I  baue  my  body  folily  dispeudid 

Blessed  be  god  tbaf  I  schal  be  amendid  14 

Fur  I  wU  be  certeyn  a  weddid  man 

And  fiaf  anoon  in  al  |)e  bast^  I  can 
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Sche  Bchal  nof  passe  '  Biztene  jer  certayn 

Old  fleisch  and  )ODg<  fleisch  p&tf  wold  I  haue  f  ul  fajn 

Bet'  is  quod  he  a  pylc  ))an  a  piker^ 

And  bef  fan  olde  boef  is  tendro  vel  1420 

I  wil  no  wontman  twenty  jer  of"  age 

If  nys  buf  bene  straw  and  gref  forage 

And  eek*  Jiese  olde  wydewes  god  it  woof 

Thay  can  so  moche  crafVof'  wadea  boot  1424 

So  moche  broken  harm  whan  ])at  hem  lisf 

That*  wi^  hem  schuld  I  neuei  lyuen  in  lesf 

For  sondry  scolis  maken  subtil  clerkes 

womman  of>  many  a  skile  balf<  a  cterb  is   iuanit,taeiii  1428 

Buf  certeyn  a  jong"  JtiDg"  may  men  gye 

BigBt'  as  men  may  warm  wax  with  houdos  plye 

wher  for  I  say  jow  ptenetty  in  a  clause 

I  wil  noon  old  wyf'  ban  rigbf  for  ))af  cause  1432 

For  if*  so  were  I  hadde  so  meschaunco 

))at<  1  in  hir  cou^e  haue  no  plesaunce 

Than  schuld  I  lede  my  lyf  in  aduoutiie 

And  go  stieigbf  to  |)e  deuel  whan  I  dye.  1436 

He  children  schuld  I  noon  vpon  hir  geteu 

Jep  were  me  leuer  houndea  had  me  eten 

pan  ^af  myn  heritage  schulde  falle 

In  straunge  bond  and  ^us  I  telle  jow  alle  1440 

I  doute  not .  I  wof  pe  cause  why 

Men  scholde  wedde .  and  for^imor  woot  I 

Tber  spekith  many  man  of<  manage 

Thttf  wof  nomore  of  it  pan  woP  my  page  1444 

For  whiche  causes .  man  schuld  take  a  wyf 

If  he  ne  may  not^  chasf  be  by  hia  lif 

Take  him  a  wif  with  gref  deuocioiin 

By  cause  of  lawful  piocreacioun  1448 

Of  children  to  ponour  of  god  abone 

And  nof  oooly  for  paramour  and  for  loue . 

And  for  ^ay  schalde  leccherye  eschiewe 

And  jeld  oure  dettes  whan  Jiat  it  is  doe  1452 
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Or  (or  ^  ilk- 1 
Id  UMsdueP  am  aitter  kM  to  y»  tw^T 
And  Ifoe  in  cbastita  fnl  heonlf 
nntf  sire*  br  joar  leve  ^  am  not  I 
For  bj  Ranked  I  d«r  n^e  aattmit 
I  fele  mj  km  js  itni::'  and  —■"■"*■* 
To  doon  al  )«tf  a  nan  bOoi^eUi  ndo 
I  wot  my  adiM  baV  wbiff  I  naj  do 
H  Thotif^  I  be  boor  I  tax  as  do^  a  tree 
Tbaff  tHamaaith  er  ^  >e  buyp  I-me  be 
A  liliwiiij  tre  ifl  neitber  drje  ne  deed 
I  Me  m«  tu>-wli«t  boor  bof  oa  01711  bead 
iljn  berifi  and  mj  Ijmes  ben  aa  gre«ne . 
A»  lanrer  ^nrgti  fe  jeer  afcxio  se«i« 
Ad'I  gjrnnes  je  ban  henl  al  mjn  entent 
I  pray  jow  to  my  wille  je  asaenV 
Jiioitne  men  dinn^ly  him  tolde 
Of*  man'a^e  many  ensomples  old« 
Stynie  lilamed  bim  wme  prsiaed  it*  certayn 
Baf  atte  Uale  •chortly  for  to  sayn 
An  nl'ln;  rtillilh  altercacioun 
l!ilwiX4  ficnrlcd  in  deapitesoua 
Tlior  W  a  »lrtf'  bitwen  hia  bretheren  tuo 
<)^  wbitb  fat'  (wa  n-aa  clepid  Placebo 
liutiniu  jmfly  cleped  was  fat  o)ier 
Placebo  aaydo  .0  .  lanunry  brofer 
Ful  litol  iiuud  liad  je  my  lord  bo  deere 
CniinMtl  to  nxn  of"  ony  faP  is  heere 
llnf  fatf  jg  ben  so  ful  of  sapienca 
'flint'  j')w  no  likitb  for  joar  heigh  prndence 
To  wnyiie  fro  fe  word  of  Salamon 
'j'lii»  word  Mill  Iio  vnto  vs  eiierycTiooii 
work/  ul  )rin({'  hy  couiisail  (lus  sayd  h«  / 
And  fntinc  Kclialtow  noughf  repeiite  fa 
Iliit'  (iriu;.)]  fill'  Snlamon  Bpoke  Biich  a  word 
Mjii  uwtio  dunro  brojior  and  my  lord 
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So  widy  god  brmfC  my  eoula  at  ese  and  wet 

I  holde  jour  onghne  counseil  is  }e  beat/ 

For  bro|ier  myn  of"  me  tak<  ^ia  motif* 

I  haue  now  ben  a  court*  man  al  my  Ijt  1493 

And  god  wof  fougfi .  faf  I  vnworfy  b« 

I  haue  Gtanden  iu  f  ul  grct  degn 

Abouten  lordea  in  ful  gret  estat 

3if  h&d  I  neuei  with  noon  of  hem  debaat  H96 

I  neuer  hem  contraried  trewely 

I  wof  wol  |iaf  my  lord  can  more  fian  I 

whaf  p&V  he  saith  I  hold  it  ferm  and  stable 

I  aay  |ie  aame  or  elles  ^ing<  semblable  1500 

A  ful  gret*  fool  is  eny  counaeloui  notn 

Jjat"  seruith  any  lord  of"  high  honour 

(»af  dar  presume  or  oonea  fenken  it  / 

Thaf  bis  counaeil  scbulii  pasac  hia  lordefi  wif  [vim.**]  1504 

Nay  lordes  ben  no  foolea  by  my  fay 

3t)  haue  }our  self*  y-epokeu  heer  to  day 

So  heigh  eentena  so  holly  and  so  wel 

}}af  I  consente  and  confeime  euery  del  1508 

3our  wordes  alle .  and  joure  oppinioun 

By  god  )>er  ia  no  man  in  al  |)is  toun 

No  in  ytaile  coufie  better  haue  eayd 

Criaf  holdith  him  ot  fia  ful  wel  a-payd  1513 

And  trewely  if  ia  an  heigh  corr^e 

Of  any  man  paf  8t«peu  is  in  age  / 

To  take  a  jong"  wyf  by  my  fader  kyn 

Jour  herte  hongith  on  a  ioly  pyn  1516 

Doth  now  in  ^ia  matier  righf  as  jow  leaf 

For  fynally  I  hold  if  for  ^e  beef 

loatinuH  )>af  ay  stille  saf  and  herds  / 

Sighf  in  ^is  wise  he  to  placebo  anaweide  /  1530 

Now  brother  myn  be  pacienf  I  jow  pray 

Syns  je  haue  sayd .  and  herknith  whaf  I  say 

Senec  amongsa  o]ier  wordea  wyse 

Saith  ^t  a  man  mnghf  him  wel  aayse  1524 
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To  whom  he  jineth  his  loud  or  his  catel 

And  ayua  I  aughf  anjse  me  right"  wel 

To  whom  I  jiue  my  good  away  fro  me 

vel  more  I  aughf  avised  for  to  be  1528 

To  whom  I  jiue  my  body  for  alwey 

I  warn  jow  wel .  it<  is  no  childea  pley 

To  take  a  wyf<  nijiotite  avisemeuf 

Men  mosf  enqtiere  ^is  is  myn  assent  1533 

wher  Bche  be  wye  or  sobre  or  dronkelewe 

Or  proud  or  of  er  way  a  schrewe 

A  chyder  or  a  wastoac  of  fiy  good 

Or  riche  or  pore  or  elles  man  is  wood  1536 

Al  be  it  so  fat  no  man  fynde  schal 

Noon  in  fia  world  Jiaf  trottith  hool  in  al 

Ifeyther  man  ne  besf  such  as  man  can  deuyae 

Buf  nathetes  it  aughf  ynongh  suffiae  1540 

■wiji  any  wyf*  if-  so  were  faf  sche  hadde 

Mo  goods  thewes  fan  hir  vices  badde  Ui^nn 

And  al  fis  askitli  leyi-er  to  enqaere 

For  god  woof  I .  haue  weped  many  a  tere  1544 

Ful  priucly  syns  I  haue  had  a  wyf 

Frayse  who  so  wil  a  weddid  mannes  lif 

Certes  I  fynd  in  it  but*  ooet"  and  care 

And  obseruaunce  of  alle  blisses  bore  1548 

And  )it  god  woof  myn  neighehouis  aboate 

And  namely  of  wo»nnen  many  a  route 
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To  bane  bis  wif*  alloone  trastitli  me 

?e  schnl  nof  please  hir  fully  jerea  ^re 

This  ia  to  say  to  doon  hii  fal  plesannce 

A  wyf  axith  ful  many  an  obseroannce  1661 

I  pray  jow  ^af  je  be  not'  eael  apayd 

wel  quod  |)is  lanuary  and  hastow  sayd 

Straw  for  )iy  senec  and  for  ^y  prouerbia 

I  coneyte  nougbf  a  panyet  ful  of  herbes  1568 

Of  scole  termea  wiser  men  pan  fovr  j 

As  I  bane  aayd  asaenten  her  righf  now 

Vnto  my  purpose .  placebo  wbaf  say  je 

I  say  it  is  a  cursed  man  quod  he  /  1572 

That?  lettitb  matrimoi^^e  aicurly 

And  with  fat  word  fay  rysfu  vp  sodeinly 

And  ben  assented  fully  faf  he  scbolde 

Be  weddid  whan  him  lusf .  and  wher  he  wolde  157fi 

Tbe  fantasy .  and  fe  curious  busynesse 

Fro  day  to  day.  gan  in  fe  soule  impresse 

Of*  lanuary  aboute  his  mariage 

Many  a  fair  schap  and  many  a  fair  visage  [imr in.  *»*■]  1580 

Ther  passith  forugh  hia  herte  nigbt"  by  night 

As  who  80  took*  a  mirtour  polisscbed  brighf 

And  aet  it'  in  a  comun  market  place 

Than  echuld  he  ae.  many  a  figure  pace  1584 

By  his  mirour  and  in  f  e  same  wiae 

Gau  lanuaiy  in  bia  )>oughf  deuyse 

Of  maydena  which  faf  duollid  him  bisyde 

be  wiaf  nof  where  faf  he  mighf  abyde  1588 

For  fiongh  ))af  oon  baue  a  beaute  in  bir  face 

Ano^er  stanf  ao  in  fe  poeples  grace 

For  hir  sadnesae  and  bir  benignite 

Tbaf  of  fe  poeple  grettest-  vols  had  sche  1592 

And  som  were  ricbe  and  hadde  badde  name 

But*  nafelea  bitwiz  emeaf  and  game 

he  atte  last/  appoynted  him  anoon 

And  lef  al  o>er  fro  bis  berte  goon  1596 
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And  chea  bir  of  his  ougbne  anctorita 

For  lone  u  blynd  al  daj'  and  may  not  ee/. 

And  whan  he  was  in  to  bedde  brought 

He  purtiayed  in  his  hert'  and  in  his  fiougtit  1600 

Hir  freische  bcaute  and  hir  age  t«ndre 

Hit  mjddel  amal  hir  armes  long*  and  eclendre 

Hip  wise  goueraauncc  hir  gentiksse  / 

Hir  wommauly  heryng<  and  hir  sadnesse  1601 

And  whan  fiat  be  on  bii  was  condeecendid 

him  {longht  his  chois  mig&te  nougbf  ben  amendid 

Foe  wban  }nV  be  blmself  conclndid  hadde 

Him  {lough  ech  o^er  mannea  wyf  so  badde  1608 

Thaf  impossible  it  were  to  repptie 

Agayn  his  choya  ^is  was  his  fantasie 

hia  fiendea  sent  be  to  af  his  instannce 

And  prayed  hem  to  doon  him  ^t  plesannca  1613 

That^  hastily  ^ay  wolde  to  him  come 

be  wold  abrigge  her  laboni  alle  and  some 

Nedith  no  more  for  bim  to  gon  ne  ryde 

he  was  appoynted  fiei  be  wold  abyde  /  1S16 

Placebo  cam  and  eek*  his  frendea  soone  / 

And  altbirfirst'.  be  bad  bem  alle  a  booue  [r<«riaq 

That*  noon  ot  hem  noon  argnmentis  make  / 

Agayn  ft  ptirpos .  which  )iat<  he  had  take  1620 

which  purpoa  was  plesaont  to  god  aayd  he  / 

And  verray  ground  of-  hia 
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For  ^an  he  aayd  Ms  epirit;'  woe  af  eaae 

Than  ia  quod  lie  no  fiing'  may  me  displease  7 

Saue  oon  }>ing'  prikkith  in  my  conscieace  / 

The  which  I  wil  reherae  in  )our  presence  1636 

I  haue  herd  sayd  quod  he  ful  jore  ago 

Ther  may  no  man  haae  parfyf  blisses  tuo 

Thb  ia  to  say  in  erthe  and  eet  in  heuene 

For  Jraugti  he  kepe  him  fro  pe  synnes  senene  /  1640 

And  eek"  from  ylk"  a  braunche  of*  fiilke  tte 

Jif  18  fier  so  parfy  felidto 

And  BO  gret^  ease  and  lust*  in  mariage 

Tbaf  euer  I  am  agasf  now  in  myn  age  1644 

That'  I  Bchal  lede  now  so  mery  a  lyf 

So  delicaf  wifoute  wo  and  stryf 

Thaf  I  schal  haue  myn  heuen  in  erthe  heere 

For  sitb  [tat*  veirey  heiien  ia  bouglif  so  deere  1648 

irith  tribulacioiin  and  grat  penaiixco 

how  Bchuld  I  [lanne  fiat  line  in  such  plesaunce 

As  alle  wedded  men  doon  with  her  wyues 

Come  to  blisse  ther  crisf  eteme  on  lyue  is  1663 

This  ia  my  drede  and  je  my  bref  eren  tweyo 

Asaoilith  me  f  is  qnestioim  I  jow  preye 

Inatinns  which  ]iaf  hated  hia  folye 

Answerd  anoon  right'  in  hia  iaperie  [iM^iH,twi:]  1656 

And  for  he  wold  his  longe  tale  abrigge 

he  wolde  noon  auctorite  al^ige 

Snf  sayde  sir .  so  ther  be  noon  obetacle 

OfwT  )wn  ^  god  of  his  high  mimcle  1660 

And  ot'  hii  mercy  may  so  for  jow  wirchs 

Thaf  er  ^  hane  jonr  ri^tea  of  holy  chirche 

)e  may  repento  of  wcddid  mannea  lyf 

In  which  je  aayn  ))er  is  no  wo  ne  atryf  1664 

And  elles  god  forbede  hnt  he  sente 

A  weddld  man  grace  him  to  repente 

wel  ofte  rather  ^an  a  sengle  man 

And  ^eifor  aire  >«  beete  reed  I  1668 
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Dispaire  jow  noag&f  buf  baue  in  joure  memorie 

Faradaenture  she  may  be  ;our  purgatorie 

Sche  may  be  goddes  mene  and  goddes  wbippe        noca 

Than  scbal  joui  eoule  vp  to  heuen  akippe  1672 

Swyfter  p&a  do^  an  arwe  out  ot  a  bove 

I  hope  to  god  her  afteT  je  ehulu  knows 

That*  fer  nys  noon  so  greP  felicite 

In  mariage  ne  nenermoi  schol  be  1676 

)}af  jou  scbal  lette  of"  jooi  Bauacion» 

So  ^eif  )e  use  as  ekile  is  and  resoiin 

The  Instes  of  jour  wyf  attempeiely 

And  iHif  jo  please  hJr  not  to  amoiously  1680 

And  ))af  je  kepe  jow  eeki  from  o^er  eynne 

My  tale  ia  doon .  for  niy  witf  ia  )iymie 

Befi  nof  agasf  her  of<  my  bro|)er  deere  / 

But*  let*  V8  waden  out  of  ^is  matiere  1684 

The  wif  of*  Bathe  if  je  ban  vndeistonde 

Of  manage  which  )e  ban  uov  on  honde 

Declared  batb  fill  wel  in  litel  apace 

Faretb  now  wel  god  baue  jow  in  hie  grace  1686 

And  with  )iat^  word  ]ris  luatinus  and  bia  brojwi 

Han  tak<  her  leue  and  ech  of  hem  of  o^er 

And  whan  }iay  eaugS  ^jf  i  moat  needia  be 

Tbay  wtoughten  so  by  sleighf  and  wys  trete  1692 

That*  sche  ^ia  maydan  which  )iat/  Uayua  liigKf 

Aa  hastily  as  euer  sche  mig&t  litfimi 
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In  wisdom  and  in  troath  of  mariage 

And  Bajd  his  orisouns  as  is  vsage  / 

And  crouched  hem  and  bad  god  schuld  hem  bleue  / 

And  made  al  secur  ynowgh  with  holinesse  1703 

Thus  ben  pay  weddid  wif  Solempmt« 

And  atte  fesf  sittith  he  and  sche 

with  othir  wor)iy  folk*  vpon  the  deys 

Al  ful  of<  ioy  and  blis  is  thaf  paJejs  1712 

And  of  Instramentz  and  of  vitaile 

The  moate  deintououa  of  ytaile 

Bifom  hem  stood  such  Instruments  of*  eonn 

That  Orpheua  ne  of-  Thebes  Amphioun  1716 

Ne  maden  nener  snch  a  melodye 

At*  eueiy  conrs  ther  cam  loud  menetralcye 

Thai?  nener  tromped  loab  for  to  heere 

Ne  he  Theodomas  jif  half'  so  eleere  /  1720 

And  Thebce  whan  the  cite  was  in  doute 

Bachos  ye  wyn  hem  schenchith  al  aboute 

And  venua  laughith  vpon  euery  wight 

For  lanuary  was  bycome  hir  knight/  1724 

And  wolde  bothe  assayen  his  com^  / 

In  liberte  and  eek/  in  manage 

And  with  hir  fuyrbrond  in  hir  bond  aboute 

Dannceth  bifore  ^e  bryde  and  al  ]ie  route  1728 

And  certeynly  I  dac  rights  wel  say  yja 

Imeneus  ^at*  god  of*  weddyng*  is 

Seigll  neuer  his  Ut  ao  mery  a  weddid  man 

holde  |)y  pees  thow  poete  marcian  [ii4ri»,t«t]  1732 

Thaf  writest"  va .  faf  iike  weddyng*  merye 

Of  hir  pbilolofpe  and  he  mercurie 

And  of  pa  songes  thaf  the  mases  Bonge 

To  smal  ia  bo^  ))y  penne  and  eek*  }y  tonge  1736 

For  to  descriue  of  yia  mariagfl 

whan  tender  }onthe  h&p  weddid  stoupyngi  age 

Ther  is  such  mirthe.  ]»f  it  may  nof  be  write 

Aasaieth  it  joni  self  yaa  may  je  wyte  1740 
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If  yaif  I  lye  oi  nooa  in  {lia  mateere 

Mayus  fntf  siV  with  so  benigne  a  cheere  / 

Hir  to  bihold  it  /  seined  fayerye  / 

Queen  ester  loked  aeuer  with  such  an  ye  1744 

On  aasnre  bo  meke  a  loolc  ba)>  sche 

I  may  not"  jow  denjse  al  hir  beaute 

But  thus  moche  of  hir  beaute  t«11e  I  may 

That*  sche  was  lyk*  )ie  biighte  morw  of  may  1748 

Fulfild  of  alle  beaute  and  plesaunce 

This  lanuaiy  is  ranyschf  in  a  trannce 

Af  enery  tyme  he  lokith  on  hir  face 

Bnf  in  his  herf  he  gan  liir  to  manace  1762 

That*  he  )iaf  nights  in  armes  wold  hir  strayne 

Harder  ^an  euer  pans  did  Eleyne 

Bnf  natheles  jit  had  he  gref  pite 

That-  )iilka  night  offenden  hir  mosf  he  /  1766 

And  ^ought^  alias  .o.  tendre  creature 

Now  voids  god  je  mighte  wel  endure 

Al  my  corrage .  if  is  so  echarp  and  keena 

I  am  Bgasf  }e  schul  it  not  austeene  1760 

For  god  forbede  ^af  I  dede  al  my  migbt 

ITow  wolde  god  ^t'  it  were  woxe  nig&t 

And  ^f  )ie  nighf  wold  stonden  eoeimo 

I  wold  Jrat*  al  }»iB  poeple  were  a  go  1764 

And  fynally  he  doth  al  his  labour 

As  he  hesf  mighte  sanyng*  hie  hononr 
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So  SOTO  h&)i  venoB  hurf  him  wi)i  hit  broud 

As  ^f  ache  bar  tt  dannsyng'  ia  hir  bond 

And  to  his  bed  hs  wenf  bim  hastily 

No  more  of*  him  u  af  ^is  tyme  telle  I  1780 

Buf  yet  I  lete  bim  now  his  wo  compleyne 

Til  freisahe  may  wol  rewen  on  bis  peyne  / 

0  periloas  fuyr  Jiaf  in  ^e  bed-etraw  bredith  Anctor 

0  frunuler  fo  })af  bis  eeruice  beditb  1784 

0  Beruannf  trnitonr  faleo  homly  hewe 

]yk*  to  )«  nedder  in  bosom  vntrewe  / 

Ood  Bcbild  Ts  alle  from  jour  acqneintance  / 

0  lanuary  dronken  in  plesaunce  1788 

Of*  mariage  se  bow  ]iy  damyan 

Thyn  oughna  squier  and  fy  borne  man 

Entendith  for  to  do  fe  vilonye  / 

God  graunte  pa  fin  homly  fo  eapye  1792 

For  in  fis  world  nys  worse  pestilence  / 

Than  homly  foo .  alUay  in  f y  presence 

Parfounned  haji  fa  sonne  his  ark"  dioume 

Ko  lenger  may  fe  boJy  of  bim  soioume  1796 

On  thorisonta .  as  in  latitude 

Kighf  with  bia  mantel  JiaP  is  derf  and  rude 

Gan  onetsprede  themeaperie  aboute 

For  which  departed  is  fa  route  1800 

Fro  lannary  with  fanV  on  euery  side  / 

boom  to  her  hons  lustily  fay  tyde 

wher  as  fay  doon  her  fingea  as  hem  leete 

And  whan  fay  seigb  her  tyme  fay  goon  to  reate  /        1804 

Soone  after  fat* ,  f is  hasty  lanuarie 

wold  go  to  bed .  he  wold  no  lenger  tarie 

he  drinkitb  ypocraa  darre  and  Temage  / 

OP  spices  hote  to  encre  his  corrage  titsriu,tatt]  1808 

And  many  a  letuary  bad  be  ful  fyn 

Such  as  fe  onised  monk*  dann  Constantin 

Hath  writen  in  bis  book*  de  coitu 

To  ete  ham  alia  he  nas  no  fing*  eachieu  1812 
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And  to  bis  priae  fteudes  Jius  sayd  he 

For  goddes  loue  as  soon  as  it  may  be 

let"  voyden  al  f  is  hous  in  ourteys  wise 

And  ^y  ban  doon  rigl^f  as  he  wold  deuyse  1816 

Ken  diicken  and  }e  trauers  diawe  anooa 

The  bruyd  was  broug&f  abedde  as  stille  as  stooti 

And  wbaa  )«  bed  was  with  [w  presf  I-blessid 

Out*  of  ^  chambre  ba)>  euery  wigbt*  bim  dressed        1820 

And  lanuary  ha.'p  fast/  in  armes  take/ 

His  freisshe  may  /  his  paiadys  his  make 

He  lullith  hir  he  kissith  hir  ful  of te 

with  )iikke  bristliB  on  bis  herd  vnsofte  1824 

lib  to  )m  skyn  of<  boaadHscb  Bcharp  as  brere 

For  he  was  scbaue  al  newe  in  bis  maneie 

He  rubbith  hir  about*  hir  tendre  face 

And  sayde  ))us  alias  I  mof  trespace  1626 

To  jow  my  spouse,  and  jow  gretly  ofFende  / 

Ei  tyme  come  |)af  I  wol  douu  desoende 

But^  navies  conaideritb  |)is  qaod  be 

Ther  nya  no  werkman  wbat^  so  euer  be  be  1832 

)}af  may  bofie  werke  wel  and  hastily 

This  wol  be  doon  af  leysir  parfitly 

If  is  no  fore  how  longe  fat  we  pleye 

In  trewe  wedloclc  coupled  be  we  tweye  1838 

And  blessed  be  fe  ]ok<  |)at'  we  ben  Inn 

For  in  actes  we  mow  do  no  synne 
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The  elakke  skyn  abont^  liia  nekke  slake^ 

whil  ^B.tf  he  song<.  ao  chaunte)i  he  and  craketh 

Buf  god  TOf  what?  Jiaf  may  foughf  in  hir  hert  / 

vhan  sche  him  saugh  vp  sittyng*  in  hia  echeii^  1852 

Id  bis  night<  cappe  and  with  hia  nekke  lene 

Scha  prayaith  nonghf  his  pleying*  worth  a  bene 

Than  eayd  he  pue  my  reete  wol  I  take 

Sow  day  ia  come  I  may  no  lenger  wake  1856 

And  doan  he  layd  his  heed  aad  sleep  til  prime 

And  afterward  whan  fnV  he  aangh  hia  tyme 

Vp  riseth  lanuary  huf  freissche  may 

Holdith  hii  chamber  YQto  ^e  four)ie  day  1860 

Aa  Taage  ia  of  wyuea  for  fe  beat 

For  etiery  labour  aom  tyme  moot*  haue  rest^ 

Or  ellcs  longe  may  he  nof  endure 

Thie  is  to  say .  no  lyues  creature  1861 

Be  if.  flasch  or  brid,  or  beaf  or  man 

Now  wol  I  apeke  oP  woful  damyan 

That^  laiiguysah  for  loue  as  je  schuln  here 

Therfore  I  speke  to  him  in  ^is  manere  1868 

V  I  eay .  0  sely  damyan  alias  Auctor 

Anawere  to  my  demaunde  as  in  f  is  caas 

how  Bchaltow  to  )iy  lady  freissche  may 

Telle  py  woo.  ache  wol  alway  aay  nay  1872 

Eek"  if"  Jhju  apeke  sche  wol  fy  woo  bywreye 

God  be  fiia  help  I  can  no  better  aeye 

Thia  Beke  damyan  in  venua  fuyr 

So  brennith  |)af  he  deyeth  for  desir  1876 

For  which  he  put*  his  lyf  in  adnentim 

No  lenger  migHf  he  in  Jiis  wo  endure 

Buf  priuely  a  penner  gan  he  borwe 

And  in  a  letter  wrof  he  al  his  torwe  1880 

In  manor  ot  a  compleynf  or  of"  a  by 

Tnto  hia  faire  fieiasche  lady  may 

And  in  a  pure  of  silk*  heng*  on  hia  achert 

he  hap  if  puf  and  layd  it  at  bis  hert<         [itfui.iati]  1884 
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V  The  moone  >mf  uiooii  wu  >Oke  day 

That'  lanoaiT  bad  weddid  fniscbe  nuf 

la  too  of  tanre  was  in  to  Cancre  gliden 

So  long'  hath  msjna  ia  hir  chambre  atnden  I8S8 

Am  ctutom  is  vnto  )>eae  nobles  alle 

A  btyde  schal  not'  eten  in  ^  balle 

TU  dajes  fonre .  or  yn  dayes  atte  lest? 

I'pasBed  ben.  fran  UP  hir  go  to  liefest'  1892 

The  fonrthe  day  complet  fro  noon  to  noon 

whan  ^f  ^  heighe  masse  wae  I-doon 

In  halle  sitte .  pis  lanoarj  and  may  . 

Aa  faeisach  as  is  ^  brighte  aomerea  day  1896 

And  ao  bifelle  ^V  Jtis  goode  man 

Bemembrid  him  vpon  \na  Damyan 

And  sayde  seinte  mary  how  may  ^  be 

ThaP  Damyan  entendith  not<  to  me  1900 

Is  he  ay  seet  or  how  may  )iia  bityde 

his  Bquien  which  ^t'  stoode  fier  bisyde . 

Excuaid  him  by  cause  of  his  ajknesse 

which  letted  him  to  doon  his  bnsyneese  1904 

Hood  ofier  cause  nighte  make  him  (arie 

Tbaf  me  forthinkith  quod  )iis  lannarie 

he  is  a  gcntil  squyer  by  my  tronfie 

If  )iaf  he  deyde  iV  were  hann  and  lonthe  1908 

he  is  OS  wye  discref  and  eek*  secre 

As  any  man  I  wot  of  his  degre 
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At"  ofter-mete  je  wi^  jonr  wommen  alia  / 

wtum  JQ  haa  ben  tu  cliambre  out*  of  fia  halle     (in/iu) 

Thaf  olle  je  goo  to  se  ^is  Damyau 

Doth  him  desporf .  he  is  a  gentil  man  1924 

And  tellith  him  ^t'  I  wil  him  vUite 

Hane  I  no  ping* .  hnf  rested  me  a  lyte  / 

And  Bpedith  jow  faate  foe  I  wol  abyde 

Til  ^f  je  slepe  iaste  by  my  syde  1928 

And  with  f&V  word .  he  gan  vnto  ]iim  calle 

A  sqnier  ])at<  was  maichal  of  his  halle 

And  told  him  certeyn  f  inges  whaf  he  wolde 

This  freissche  may  hath  streigKf  hir  wey  I-faolde         1933 

wi))  alle  hir  wommen  vnto  Damyan 

Doun  by  fe  beddes  syde  saf  ache  fan 

Comfortyng*  him  as  goodly  as  scbe  may 

Thb  damyan  whan  faP  his  tyme  ho  eay  103(! 

In  secre  wise  his  purs  and  eek*  his  bille  / 

In  which  fiat*  he.  I-writen  had  his  trille 

Ilaf  pot"  in  to  hir  hotid  wijiouten  mora 

Sane  fiat*  he  siketh  wonder  deepe  and  sore  1940 

And  Boftely  to  hir  right  fua  sayd  he  / 

Mercy  and  fiat'  ]e  not*  discouer  me 

For  I  am  deed  if  ]iaf  pie  fing*  dUcouered  be 

Jris  pun  in  hir  bosom  hud  had  sche  1944 

And  wen*  hit  way  je  gete  no  more  of  me 

Bnt  vnto  lanuary  comen  is  sche 

J3af  on  his  beddes  syde  siP  ful  softe  / 

And  takith  hii  and  kissith  hir  ful  ofte  /  1948 

And  layd  him  donn  to  slepe  and  faf  anoon 

Sche  feyned  hir  as  f&t  sche  raoste  goon  - 

Ther  as  }e  woof  paf  eueiy  wighf  moot/  neede 

And  whan  sche  of  ]iis  bille  ha|)  token  heede  /  1952 

Sche  rent*  i  al  to  cloutes  atte  ]ast« 

And  in  to  ]ie  priny  softely  it  cast/ 

who  studieth  now  bnt  faire  freissche  may 

A-doan  by  olde  lannary  sche  lay  1956 

OANT.  TALM.— HAUL.  T 
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ThaV  ileptth  til  ftl>.  ^  env^  ha^  tun  svaked 

Anooa  be  prajde  itripea  kii  si  naked 

be  viLl  of  hii  he  «.jd  ttfoe  aont  plewciee 

hir  elothu  dede  him  be  mjde  aont  gRravnee  ::-i4u:  I960 

And  Khe  obeieth  be  bir  lief  or  loth 

Bat  l«aV  thatf  jmeiova  folk  be  with  me  wnitb 

bow  faif  he  WTOQ^te .  I  d«r  nop  telle 

Or  wbe|tr  it  eemed  him  [wzbiIts  or  helle  1964 

Sot*  bere  I  lete  hem  weAen  in  ber  wise 

TH  eneofrnff  nmg  Mid  )«ii  ^j  mosf  uin 

whe^  iff  be  by  dcotenj  or  kdtientiin 

weie  it  bj-  ittflnenee  or  by  nature  1963 

Or  bj  constellacioini  ^V  in  ench  eatate 

The  hetten  rtood  ^t'  tjme  fortunate 

As  for  to  patte  a  bnlle  of  venns  weifcis 

For  alle  ^g*  bath  ^me  aa  aeyn  ^eae  cierida  1973 

To  eny  vomman  for  to  gete  bir  lone 

I  can  not  say  buf  grete  god  abone  / 

)}af  knowith  ^t  noon  acte  ia  caoseles 

He  deme  of  al .  for  I  wil  holde  my  peea  1976 

Buf  >otb  is  ^B  bow  ^f  ^ia  freiaBbe  may 

bath  take  each  impresaioan  ^t  day 

Of  pita  of  f  U  sike  damyan 

Thaf  from  fair  herte  ache  ne  dryue  can  1980 

Tho  romombrauoce  for  to  doon  bim  eaae  / 

Ccrteyn  fiought'  sche  .  whom  ]mf  ^is  p'mg  diaplease 
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And  hem  raioysen  in  her  cruel  pride 

And  rekken  noajt  to  ben  an  homicide 

V  This  gentil  may  fiilfillid  of  pite 

Right*  of  hir  hond  a  letter  maked  sche  /  1996 

In  which  sche  grauntith  him  hii  Terray  grace 

Ther  lakkid  nonghf  but  oonly  day  and  place     [Kq^inj 

wber  }nt  sche  mighf  vnto  his  lusf  Buffiae 

For  if  schal  be  righf  as  he  wol  deayse  2000 

And  whan  ache  sangh  hir  tyme  vpon  a  day 

To  visito  pia  damyan  go)i  May 

And  subtilly  pie  lettie  doun  eche  thruate 

Tnder  his  pylow .  rede  it  if  him  Itute  200i 

Sche  tatdth  him  by  ^  bond  aod  hard  him  twiete 

So  secrely  faf  no  wighf  of  hit*  wiste 

And  bad  Tiim  be  al  hool  and  for))  ache  wente 

To  lanuary  whan  ^af  he  for  hir  sente  200S 

vp  ryseth  Damyan  )ie  nexte  morwe 

Al  passed  was  hia  siknes  and  hie  sorwe  / 

He  kembith  him.  he  pruneth  him  and  pyketh 

he  doth  al  )iaf  vnto  his  lady  likilh  2012 

And  eek<  to  January  he  goth  aa  lowe  / 

As  euer  did  a  dogge  for  Jw  bowe  / 

He  is  so  pleaaunf  vnto  euery  man 

For  crafV  ia  al .  who  so  }&V  do  it  can  2016 

That*  euery  wight  is  fayn  to  epeke  him  good 

And  fully  in  his  lady  grace  he  stood 

Thns  let«  I  damyan  abouf  his  neede 

And  ia  my  taie  forth  I  wol  pi-oceda  2020 

Some  clerkes  holden  pa.V  felictte 

Stanf  in  delit  and  ^rfor  cert«yn  he 

This  noble  lanoary  with  al  hia  mighf 

In  honesf  wise  as  longith  to  a  knigbf  2024 

Schop  him  to  lyae  ful  dehciously 

his  housyng<  his  array  as  honestly 

To  his  degie  was  maked  aa  a  kynges 

Amonges  o|ier  of  his  honasf  ^ingea    .  2028 
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he  made  a  gardjn  waJled  al  wi^  stoon 

So  fair  a  Gardyn  wot'  I  no  whet  noon 

For  ouf  ot  dont«  I  verrely  enppoee 

That'  he  faV  wioof  ]w  romaana  of  fe  Snae  2032 

Xe  oon^  of  hit'  fe  beante  wel  denyse 

If  e  Pinpna  ne  mighf  nof  wel  eaffise 

Thon^  he  be  god  of  gardyna  for  to  teUe  / 

The  beante  of  f«  gardyn  and  f%  welle       [in^ritt.tw*]  203G 

Thatf  stood  vnder  a  lanrer  alway  greene 

Fat  ofte  tyme  he  pinto  and  hia  qneene 

Freaerpina  and  al  ^  fayerie 

Deaporten  hem  and  maken  melodye  2040 

Abonte  ^t'  welle  and  dannced  aa  men  tolde 

This  noble  knight'  ]iia  lannaiy  Jra  olde 

Snch  deynte  ha^  in  if  to  wait  and  plejo 

That<  he  wold  no  wight  boStb  here  ]n  keye  2044 

Sane  ho  himself  for  of  ^  smale  wykeV 

he  bar  alway  of  silner  a  smol  dikuV 

wi}»  which  whan  ^f  him  liBlf  he  it  rnachette 

And  whan  he  wolde  pay  hia  wyf  hir  dette  /  S046 

In  somer  seaonn  )iider  wold  be  go 

And  may  his  wyf  and  no  wight  bnt  fvj  too 

And  )iinges  which .  faif  weren  not*  doon  in  bedde 

he  in  )ie  gardyn  parformed  hem  and  apedde  205S 

And  in  fia  wise  many  a  mery  day 

lyued  ))is  lannary  and  freische  may 
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why  hastow  lanuary  fna  docoyued 

Tbaf  haddist  him  for  )iy  f ulle  frend  receyued 

Aod  now  ^u  haeif  byieiV  him  bofie  his  yeii 

For  sorw  of  which  desireth  he  to  dyen  2066 

Alias  pis  noble  lanuary  fre 

Amyd  hia  loaf  and  his  proepnrite 

Is  woxe  Uynd  and  }wf  al  sodejmly 

ha  wepith  and  he  weyleth  pitously  2073 

And  fer  with  al  ^e  fuyr  of  lalousye 

lesf  fnV  his  wif>  schuld  falle  in  Bom  folye  [in/iu] 

So  bTent*  hia  herte .  Jjat*  he  wolde  fayn 

Thal^  Bom  man  bo})e  hir  and  him  had  alayn  2076 

For  ney^  afler  his  deth  nor  in  his  lyf 

Ne  wold  he  ^at*  sche  were  loue  ne  wyf 

But"  euei  lyue  as  wydow  in  clothes  blake  / 

Soul  as  |«  tortil  fiaf  loaf  ha])  hir  make  2080 

Bnf  atte  last  after  a  moneth  or  tweye 

his  sorwe  gan  aawage  so))  to  seye 

For  whan  ho  wisf  it  may  noon  ofer  be  / 

he  paciently  took"  his  aduersite  2084 

Sane  out*  of  doute  he  may  not  foigoon 

Thaf  he  naa  lalons  enermote  in  oon 

which  lalonaie  it  was  so  outrageous 

That*  neyfer  in  halle .  ne  in  noon  ojier  hoiia  2088 

Ne  in  noon  o^r  place  nener  )ie  mo 

he  nolde  anffre  hir  to  ryde  or  go 

Buf  if  )iaf  he  had  hond  on  hir  alway 

For  which  ful  ofte  wepeth  freiache  may  3092 

Thaf  loueth  Damyan  bo  benignely 

Thaf  sche  moot*  outher  deyen  sodeinly 

Or  elles  scha  moof  han  him  as  hir  lesf 

She  waytith  whan  hir  herte  wolde  breaf  2096 

vpon  ^f  o^r  syde  Damyan 

Bicomen  is  ^e  mrwfalleste  man 

Thaf  etior  was  for  neyther  night  ne  day 

He  mighf  he  speke  a  word  wi)i  fimsche  may  2100 


467   SIX-TEXT 

:;26   QRonp  E.    §  4.   hebchant's  talk   Hortsiui  7334, 

As  to  bis  parpoa  of  no  sucli  matiere 

Buf  if'  ^t>  lannary  most?  it  heera 

Thaf  had  an  hond  vpon  hit  enermo 

fiuf  iia|)eleB  by  writyng  to  and  fro  2104 

And  priue  aignea  wisf  he  whaf  Bcbe  ment/ 

And  scbe  knew  eek"  ^  fyn  of  bia  entent 

V  O  luiiiarj  what  migbf  it  |)e  aooile 

If<  |iou  migbf  nee.  as  fer  as  scbippea  soile  2108 

For  as  good  is .  blynd  deceyned  be  / 

As  to  be  decpyued  wban  a  man  may  see 

Lo  argua  which  ))af  hwl  an  hundred  eyen 

For  al  ^at*  eiiur  he  cou^  ponre  or  prien     [/ni/'iti.  iw*j  2112 

)ef  was  he  blent  oa  god  wof  so  ben  moo 

That^  weneth  wialy  ^at^  it  be  noagbt<  bo 

Fasee  ouer  is  an  ease  I  say  no  more 

This  Tieissche  may  ^af  I  spak*  ot  so  joro  21 1 6 

In  warm  wax  hath  etupi^nted  )ie  dikef 

Thaf  lauuar^  bar  of>  pe  smale  wiket/ 

with  whicli  in  to  Ida  ganlyn  ofte  lie  went 

And  damynu  fiat  knew  ol  hia  entenf  21*20 

The  chkef  counterftsted  priuely 

Ther  nys  no  more  to  any  but  hastily 

Som  wonder  by  ^is  cliket  schal  betyde 

which  ;e  schal  heeren  if*  }e  wol  abyde  2121 

^  0  noble  Oiiyde  wel  soth  saistow  god  woot 

what^  slcighf  is  it/  ^ough  it  be  long  &  IidoV 
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Thaf  in  a.  morwe  mto  )>is  may  Baith  he  / 

Hya  ¥p  my  wiP .  my  loue .  my  lady  fee  / 

The  tuTtlie  Toia .  is  herd  my  douae  swete 

The  wynter  is  goon .  vitii  his  raynes  wete 

Come  forth  now-with.  fin  eyjen  oolombiiie 

how  fairer  ben  ))y  breetes  fan  is  fe  wyne 

The  gardyn  is  enclosed  al  abonte 

Com  forth  my  swete  aponse  ouf  of  doute 

Thoff  hasf  me  wounded  in  myn  bert< ,  o.  wyf 

No  spot?  of  J>e  knew  I  in  al  my  lif  / 

Com  forth  and  lef  vs  /  take  oure  deeport  / 

I  ches  fe  for  my  wyP  and  my  comfort 

Such  olJe  lewed  wordes  vsed  he  / 

On  damyan  a  eigne  made  sche  [ 

Thaf  he  schuld  go .  biforn  with  his  chkef 

This  damyan  fan  haf  opened  fe  wikef 

And  in  be  sterf  and  faf  iu  such  manere  / 

That*  no  irighf.  if  might«  see  nor  heere 

And  stille  be  seef  vnder  a  buasch  anoon 

Tbia  January  ia  biynd  aa  ia  a  atoon 

with  Mayus  in  bia  liond  and  no  wight*  mo 

In  to  hia  freische  gardyn  is  ago 

And  clappid  to  fe  wikef  eodeinly 

Now  wyf-  quod  he  ber  nya  but  je  and  I 

faf  art*  fe  creature  faf  I  besf  loue 

For  by  faf  lord  fat  sit  in  heuen  aboue 

leuer  ich  had  to  dyen  on  a  knyp 

Than  fe  olTende  deere  trewe  wyf 

For  goddes  sake  f ent  how  I  fe  chees 

Nonght  for  no  coueytise  doute  les 

Buf  oonly  for  fe  bne  I  had  to  fe 

And  fough  f af  I  be  old  and  may  not  ae 

Beeth  trewe  to  me  and  I  wol  telle  jow  why 

Thie  fingea  certea  schul  je  wynne  fer  by 

First*  loue  of"  criaf  and  to  jour  self  honour 

And  al  myn  heritage  toun  and  tour 
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I  jiue  if  )ow  makith  durtres  as  jow  lesta 

Tfaia  actud  ben  doon  to  monr  er  aoiui«  rate 

So  wuly  god  my  Mole  bringe  in  blisse 

I  jfny  JOW  fint  in  eouenaunt  je  me  kiase  2176 

And  ^ongh  |)at<  I  be  ialona  wyf  me  non^t 

3e  ben  so  deep  emprinted  in  my  fon^tf 

\)B.tf  wban  fttf  I  considre  jont  beante 

And  )ier  wi)  al  ^  vnlikly  eelde  of  me  2180 

I  may  nongikf  certee  )K>agb  I  adiolde  dye 

Forbete  to  ben  out^  of  jonr  companye 

For  verray  loue  ^  is  vi^utes  donte 

Now  Usee  me  wyf  and  lef  va  Bome  aboate  2181 

Thia  freissche  may  whan  sche  bis  worde  berde 

Beniguely  to  lannaiy  anaweide  / 

Bnf  fiiaf  and  foiwtad  ecbe  bigan  to  wepe 

I  bane  qaod  ache  a  wule  for  to  kepe  [uafiu.nuH]  2188 

Aa  wel  aa  }e  and  aUo  myn  honoor 

And  of  my  vifhod  ^ilke  tendra  flour 

wbicb  ^f  I  bane  enaoied  in  }our  bond 

whan  fSiV  f«  preaf  to  y>w  my  body  bond  2192 

wharfor  I  wil  anawer  in  )iia  maneie 

By  ^  lene  of  jow  my  lord  ao  deere 

I  pray  to  god  ^a.V  neuor  dawe  pe  day 

Tbaf  I  ne  sterue  aa  foule  aa  wontman  may  2196 

If  euer  I  do  to  my  kyn  fat  achama 

Or  ellea  I  erapoire  eo  my  name 
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And  wi)i  bii  fyngres  ugnes  made  ache 

Thaf  darnyau  schuld  clymb  vpou  a  tre  mta 

Thaif  chaiged  was  with  trajt/  and  vp  he  went/ 

FoT  Terrayly  be  knew  ol  hir  entenf  2212 

And  euery  signe  Imt*  ache  couthe  make 

wel  bet*  fan  lanuary  hii  oQghne  make 

For  in  a  letter  sche  had  told  him  al 

Of*  {lis  matier  how  he  worche  ahal  2316 

And  yua  I  lete  him  dtte  vpon  ^  pirie 

And  launary  and  may  romynge  miiye 

T  Bright  was  pe  day  and  bliew  )ie  firmament 

Phebas  haji  of  gold  his  stremes  doun  I-aent  2220 

To  gladen  eoeiy  flour  with  his  warmnesae 

he  wa«  [lof  tyme  in  genimes  as  I  gesse 

But*  litel  fro  his  declinacioun 

OP  Caker.  loues  exaltaciof/n  2224 

And  BO  bifel  ^at  brighte  morwen  tyde 

That'  in  p»t  gardyn  in  |)e  ferther  syde  /  C'l^/iu] 

Fluto  thaf  ia  kyng"  of  fayerye 

And  many  a  lady  in  his  compaignie  2228 

Folwyng<  his  wif  ^  queene  preeerplne 

£ch  after  o))er.  as  righf  as  a  lyne 

whil  faff  sche  gadred  floaraB  in  |)e  mede 

In  claudian  je  may  pe  story  rede  2233 

bow  in  pis  grisly  carte  he  hir  fette 

Thia  king"  of*  fayry  pan  adoun  him  aettc  / 

vpon  a  bench  of*  turuea  freissh  and  greene 

And  right'  anoon  pas  sayd  he  to  his  queene  /  2'23G 

IT  My  wyf  qnod  he  per  may  no  wighf  say  nay 

Xheiperiens  so  preneth  euery  day 

The  treaoun  which  pat*  womman  doth  to  man 

Ten  hnndrid  pouaand .  tellen  I  can  2240 

Notable  of  jour  vntrouth  and  brutelncssc 

0  .  Salamon  wys  and  richesf  of  richesse  / 

Fulfild  of  Sapiens,  and  of  worldly  glorie  / 

Fnl  worpy  ben  py  wordes  to  mumurio  2244 
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To  enety  vighf  ^at'  wit  and  teaoun  can 

Thus  praystth  he  jif  ^e  bounte  of  man 

Among*  a  ^onsand  men  jit*  fond  I  oon 

But  of  wommen  alio  fond  I  noon  2248 

Thus  Baith  )>e  king  [rat^  knoweth  jour  wikkedneeee 

And  Itic  filiuB  Sirac  /  as  I  gesae  / 

Se  spekith  of  ;ow  buf  selde  leuetenca 

A .  vilde  fuyr  and  comipf  pestilence  2252 

So  falle  vpou  jour  bodies  jif  to  nigbf 

Ne  se  je  aoV  ^is  honntable  knigBf 

I!y  cause  alias  faf  he  ia  blynd  and  old 

his  Dwne  man  schal  make  him  cokewold  225G 

loo  wher  he  sitt^ .  }b  lecchour  in  ^  tre 

Now  wol  I  graunten  of'  my  miiieste  / 

Unto  ^is  olde  lilinde  worfiy  knigfil^ 

))at  he  schal  Iiaue  ajein  his  eyjen  sigbP  2260 

whan  faf  hia  wyf-  wol  do  him  vUonye 

Than  echal  he  knowe  al  her  harlotrye 

llo)ie  in  reproef*  oP  her  and  o^t  mo 

je  edial  quod  preserpine  and  wol  je  so       iittfut,»mfi  2264 

Now  by  my  modrea  aires  soule  I  awere 

That*  I  schal  jiue  hir  euflisaanf  anawera  / 

And  alls  wommen  after  for  hir  sake 

That-  Jtough  Jiay  be  in  any  gnltf  I-take  3268 

with  face  bold  )iay  schal  hemself  excuse 

And  here  hem  doun  ^aSf  wolde  hem  accuse 
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woimnen  ful  trewe .  ful  good  snd  vertuous 

witnesae  on  hem  ^f  duelle  in  cristca  lious 

with  martirdom  fny  proacd  her  conBtaance 

The  romayD  gesUs  eet  make  Temembiaunce  2284 

OP  many  a  Terray  trewe  wyf  abo  ■ 

Buf  sire  be  nonghf  wtath  al  be  it  so 

Thongh  Jiaf  he  sayd  he  fond  no  good  Tomman 

I  pmy  joir  talc  fe  eentona  of'  ^  man  22S8 

lie  mente  ^us  }aV  in  souereign  bounto 

Nie  noon  but^  god  fiaf  Bit*  ia  trinito 

Ey  for  verrey  god  )iat  nya  but  oon 

whaf  make  je  bo  moche  of  Salamon  2292 

whaf  ))Ough  he  mailc  a  temple  goddes  houa 

whaf  [lough  he  were  riche  and  glorious 

So  made  he  eek*  a  tcnijile  of  fiilH  godia 

How  might-  he  do  a  Jiinf,"  Jtiit  more  forlwd  JB  2L"Jr> 

Far  de  als  fair  as  jc  hi:^  name  oniplaBtre 

be  was  a  Iccchour  and  nn  ydolastre 

And  in  his  ecMe  he  vciruily  god  forsook* 

And  if  god  iie  had  .ih  Haif  fe  Iwok-  230(1 

I-npared  him  for  his  fadres  sake  he  scholde 

Haue  leff  his  regne  ra^r  pan  he  wolde  iitnrmi 

I  sette  righf  nought*  of*  ^e  vilonye 

That  JO  of*  wommen  write  a  boterflie  23li4 

I  am  a  wommau  needes  moBf  I  epoke 

Or  elles  Bwello  til  myn  hcrtc  broke 

For  aya  sche  sayd  fat  we  ben  ianglereaaca 

As  euer  hool  I  moots  brouke  my  tresses  230S 

I  schal  not*  spare  for  no  curtesye  / 

To  speke  him  faann  faf  wold  vs  vilonye 

Dame  quod  fis  pluto  be  no  lenger  wroth 

I  )iae  it'  vp  but/  sith  I  swere  myn  oth  2313 

Thaf  I  wil  gi-((unt«  him  his  BJghf  agein 

My  word  schal  stonde  I  wamc  )ow  certoyn 

I  am  a  kyng-  if  sip  me  noughf  to  lye 

And  I  quod  sche  a  queen  of*  faicrio  23 IG 
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hir  answer  schal  tche  haue  I  vndertake 

Let'  vs  no  mo  wordea  her-ofi  make 

For  loth  I  wol  no  lenger  jow  contrarie 

■.•  Now  lef  V8  turne  agayn  to  lannarye  2320 

Thaf  in  ))is  gardyn  with  ^ia  faire  ma; 

8ynge|i  fal  metier  fan  )»  papinjay 

Jow  loue  I  beaf  and  achal  and  o^  noon 

So  long*  about*  fe  aleya  ia  he  goon  2324 

Til  he  waa  come  i^ynes  ^ilko  piiie 

wher  as  )>is  damyan  sittith  ful  miiyo 

On  heigh  among'  fe  freiache  leeaya  gieene 

Thb  freissche  may  fiaf  is  eo  bright  and  acheene  2328 

Gan  for  to  ayke  and  aayd  alias  my  syde 

Now  air  qnod  scbe  for  oug^f  fhV  may  bityde 

I  moaf  han  of  ^  peies  pat  I  see 

Or  I  moof  dye  so  aore  longtth  me  2332 

To  eten  ot  ^  amale  peris  greene 

Help  for  hjr  loue  ^f  is  of  henen  queens 

I  telle  jow  wel  a  womman  in  my  plyp 

May  hane  to  fruyt  eo  gref  an  appetyP  2336 

J)af  ache  may  deyen .  hui)  ache  it  haue 

Alias  quod  he  fmf  I  nad  beer  a  knaus 

Thaf  couthe  clymbe  alias  alloa  quod  be 

Fori  am  blynd.  }0  sim  no  fots  quod  ache  [imfi*i,*tk]  2340 

£uf  wolde  je  vouche  aauf  for  goddes  soke 

The  piry  inwith  jour  armea  for  to  take 
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Gsn  pvDen  Tp  ^  amok*  utl  in  he  Uvong 

And  whan  fulf  plato  /sangh  ^is  gtete  wrong' 

To  XumuT  hejttiua  sight-  agaya 

[ 3M« 

mogapintha  if&] 

Vt  waa  ^  Deoer  nun  of  ^g^  ao  fayn 

BnV  on  his  wtf*  his  ^n^t'  ms  enenuo 

Yp  to  y^  tree  he  keef  his  eyjen  tno  /  33l>t> 

And  teigh  \»,V  damjan  bis  wyf*  had  dnwtiid 

In  which  maner  it  may  nof  ben  ezprcuiil 

Buf  if  I  wolde  speke  Tncurteidy 

And  Tp  be  jaf*  a  roryng*  aud  a  cry  3,tlM 

Aa  doth  |re  moder  whan  )>e  child  Bcbal  dye 

Ontf.  help,  alias,  harrow,  he  gan  to  erio 

0  stronge  lady  Btoure  n-bat  dos  [kiw 

And  ache  answerith  sire  wliaf  eyiiti)  \n\t  !)!i(tH 

bane  padens  and  reaoun  in  joiir  myiidd 

1  bane  jow  bolpen  on  lx>|>e  jour  eycn  Myiido 
vp  peril  of"  my  soule  I  scbal  not"  lyi-n 

As  me  was  taughf  to  hole  with  jour  yi-n  aiHU 

was  noting*  bef .  for  to  mnke  jow  imi 

Than  atrc^le  wi^  a  man  vpon  a  troo 

God  woot  I  dede  it  in  fiil  good  entoiit 

Stmggle  quod  be!  je  a1gaf  in  it  wont  3.1"A 

God  jiae  jow  bo^  on  Bchamee  doth  to  dy<<n 

He  ewyned  ^.  I  aaugh  it  wlji  myn  yen 

And  ellee  be  I  honged  by  ^o  hole 

Than  is  quod  ache  medicine  fals  f-^t**]  S.t^O 

For  oerteynly  ifi  ^af  je  mightcn  eee 

3e  wold  noV  say  tho  wordes  vnto  me 

Je  ban  earn  glymsyng)  and  no  parfyt  stgKf 

I  ee  qnod  he  as  wel  as  eaer  I  migbf  2384 

Thankid  be  god  wi^  bojw  myn  yen  tuo 

And  by  my  tronth  me  fought  he  did  )»  so 

3? .  mase .  mate .  goode  aire  qnod  ache 

This  ^nt  haue  I  for  I  bane  maad  jow  see  2388 
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AUaa  quod  sche  ^aV  eoer  I  was  so  kynde 

Now  dame  quod  he  lef  al  pasae  out  of"  mynde 

Com  doua  tny  leef  and  if*  I  hane  myssayd 

God  help  me  BO  as  I  am  euel  appayd  2392 

Buf  by  my  fadei  scale  I  wende  bane  eeyn 

how  fa,tf  fia  damyan  had  by  ]»  leyn 

And  f af  fy  smok*  had  layn  vpon  f y  bretit 

Je  sire  quod  sche  je  may  wene  aa  jow  lest/  239G 

But  aire  a  man  ))af  vakith  out*  of  his  alep 

He  may  nof  eodeynly  wel  take  keep 

vpon  a  ))in^  ne  seen  if  parfytly 

Til  Itaf  he  be  adawed  vemyly  2400 

Eighth  so  a  man  ^f  long<  hn^  blynd  I-be 

ITe  may  nof  sodeynly  so  vel  I-se 

Firsf  whan  fe  eighf  is  newe  comen  agayn 

As  he  faV  hafi  a  day  or  tuo  I-sayn  2404 

Til  faf  jour  eighf  y-atablid  be  a  while 

)^r  may  ful  many  a  sighte  ]ow  higile 

Bef  war  I  pray  jow  for  by  heuen  king" 

Ful  many  man  wenith  for  to  se  a  ))ing'  2408 

And  if  is  al  anojwr  fmi  it/  semeth 

he  ^f  mys  conceyueth  he  mys  demeth 

And  wi)>  ^af  word  sche  leep  donn  fro  ^  tre 

This  lanuary  who  is  glad  but  he  3412 

be  kissith  hir  and  cHppith  hir  fol  ofte 

And  on  hir  wombe  he  strokitb  hir  ful  ofte 
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Ej  godcUs  mere;  sayd  our  hoste  fo 
Now  BUch  a  wyf*  I  pray  god  keep  mc  fro 
lo  vhicbe  sleightes  and  aubtJlitees 
In  wommen  ben  for  ay  as  busy  as  beea 
Ben  Jiay  vs  eeely  men  for  to  descejrtic 
And  from  a  boUl.  eiier  vol  ^y  weyue 
By  this  maichaundee  tale  it  prouetb  wd 
BuV  doutelea  as  trevre  as  eny  steel 
I  haue  a  wy^  ^oygh  |)af  ache  pore  be 
Bul^  o^  bir  tonge  a  labbyti^"  Bcbrewe  i&  ache 
And  jif  scbe  liath  an  Keep  of  vices  mo 
Thei-of  no  fors  let*  alle  such  ^ioges  go 
Bat<  irite  je  vhat'  in  counseil  be  it  seyd 
Me  rewith  acre  I  am  vuto  hir  teyd 
And  iP  I  acholJe  reken  euery  vice 
which  )af  sche  hath  l-\fia  I  were  to  nyce 
And  cause  wliy .  it  schuld  reported  be 
And  told  to  hir  of  som  of  pia  nieyne 
Of  whom  if  needith  noP  for  to  declare 
Syn  wommen  connen  oute  such  cbalTare 
And  eet  my  witte  suffisith  noughf  fierto 
To  tellen  al  wherfoT  my  tale  is  do 
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GROUP  F.    FRAGMENT  TIL 

§  1.    THE  SQUIRE'S  HEAD-LUTE. 

TT*ltT.ltT*w  Kg.  7334  (Britisli  Maseuni). 

f  Sit  Squier  com  for^ .  if*  ^f  jout  wille  ba 

And  say  th  a  tale  for  certes  30 

Connen  )»er-on  as  mocha  as  ony  man 

f  Nay  sire  quod  be .  but'  I  wil  say  as  I  can  4 

vrip  betty  wil .  for  I  wil  not  rebelle 

Againal^  jonr  wille .  a  tale  wil  I  teUe 

Haue  me  excused  i^  f>af  I  speke  amys 

My  wil  is  good .  and  ^eito  my  tale  is  this .  ( 

<  Her  enditli  fe  prologs 

[No  break  in  the  MS.} 
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K  And  her  bygynneth  ^e  Squyerea  tale 

AX  Sarnty  in  ^  lond  of  Tartaiy       '  [Utfim 
Ther  dwelled  a  kyng*  paV  weixyed  rusay 
Thargh  which  fer  deyed  many  a  doughty  man 
This  nobil  kyng<  was  cleped  Cambynskan      12 
which  in  his  tyme  was  of  so  gret*  renoun 
Thaf  ^eT*iias  nowhet  in  no  legioim 
So  excellent  a  lord  in  nlle  |>ing-  / 

Him  lakked  noughf  faf  longed  to  a  kyng  16 

As  oP  pe  secte  of"  which  [liif  he  was  born 
he  kepf  hia  lawe ,  to  wbich  ho  was  sworn 
And  )ierto  he  was  hardy  wya  and  richo  / 
And  pitous  and  Iiist*  alway  yliche  20 

Soth  of  his  word  benign  and  honurahle 
Of  bis  corage  aa  eny  centre  stable 
iong  freisch  and  strong*  in  armes  desirous 
As  eny  bachiler  of  a]  his  boas  2i 

A  fair  p«reon  be  was  and  fortunaf 
And  kepte  ao  wel  his  real  astat 
That'  |)eT  waa  no  wher  snch  a  ryal  man 
This  noble  kyng*  ))ia  tartre  |)is  Cambynskan  28 

hodde  tuo  sones  by  Elcheta  his  wyf 
OP  which  fe  eldest/  higbte  Algaryf 
That  o^  was  l-cleped  Samballo 

A  dougbtei'  had  ^is  worthi  king*  also  32 

Thaf  jongeef  waa  and  highte  Canace 
Buf  for  to  telle  )ou  al  hir  beante 
If  lith  nof  on  my  long"  ne  my  connyng" 
I  datnoajtf  vndertake  so  heigh  a  ^ng*  36 

CANT.  TAIiSS. — BAKU  S 


Alyn  engliBsh  eek*  is  insufficient 

he  moete  be  a  Betlior  exceUent* 

That  couf  his  colours  longyng  for  ))Af  art* 

If*  he  schold  hir  discryne  in  e&y  part 

I  am  noQ  such  I  mot'  speke  as  I  can 

And  so  bifel  if  )iat  }>ia  Cambynskan 

hef  twenty  wynter  bom  his  dyad«me 

As  he  vaa  wont  fro  jer  to  jer  I  deme 

he  leef  ))e  fesf  of  his  natiuite : 

Don  cryen  ))urgfi  Sanay  his  Cite 

The  lasf  Idus  of  march  after  ^  ^eer  ['• 

Phebns  fe  sonne  was  loly  and  cleer 

For  he  was  neigh  his  exaltacioun 

In  marc)  &ce  and  in  his  mansioun 

In  ariee  )>e  colerik*  pe  bote  signe 

Ful  lusty  was  the  wedir  and  benigue 

For  which  ^  fonles  a^ein  }ie  sonne  scheene 

whaf  for  ))e  eeaoon  &  for  pe  jonge  greene 

Ful  lowde  song<  in  here  affecciouns 

hem  eemed  bane  geten  hem  protecciouna 

A^ns  pe  swerd  of  wynter  kene  and  cold 

This  Cambynskan  of  which  I  haue  told 

In  royal  vesture  sittyng*  on  liis  deys 

with  dyadem  ful  heigli  in  his  psleys 

And  held  hia  reBt".  solempne  and  so  richo 

That"  in  fia  worlde  iTas  fer  noon  if  liche 
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I  wol  nof  tarieit  jou  for  it  ia  piyme 

And  for  it;'  is  no  froTt  buf  los  of*  tyme 

vnto  my  purpos.  I  wol  haue  my  recoun 

Thatf  80  hiieUe  after  >e  [iridde  cours  76 

whil  JtaP  f%  byng*  sit  fins  in  his  nobleye 

herkyng'  his  mynstrales  her  Jiinges  pleye 

Byfom  him  atte  boord  deliciously 

In  atte  halle  dore  al  sodeynly  60 

Ther  com  a  knight  vpon  a  steed  ot  brat 

And  in  his  hand  a  brod  myrour  of'  glos 

Vpon  hifl  thomb  ho  had  of"  gold  a  ryng" 

And  by  hia  aide  a  naked  swerd  hangyng*  84 

And  vp  iu  rideth  to  fa  heyghe  bord  [te^iMi 

In  al  fe  halle  ne  waa  (>er  spoke  a  word 

For  meruayl  of  fis  kuighf  him  to  byhoUe 

Fill  besily  fey  wayten  jong"  and  olde  88 

This  straunge  knighf  pat?  cam  |)us  sodeynly 

Al  armed  sauf'  his  heed  ful  richely '. 

Salued  the  kyng*  and  queen  and  lordes  alle 

By  ordre  aa  pey  scten  in  to  halle  /  92 

with  BO  heigfi  reuerens  and  obseniaunce 

As  wel  in  epeche  as  in  contynaonce  / 

Xhat^  Ewen  with  his  olde  curtesye 

They  he  come  ajein  out*  of"  fayrye  96 

Ke  cou|>e  him  nou)f  amende  wif  no  word 

And  after  f  is  bifom  )>e  highe  bord 

he  with  a  manly  vols  sayd  his  message 

After  pe  forme  vaed  in  his  langage  100 

wijtouten  vice  of*  aillabil  or  letter 

And  for  his  tale  schulde  eeme  fie  better 

Acconlaunt  to  his  wordes  was  his  choere 

As  techeth  art-  of  speche  hem  fiat  it  leere  104 

Al  be  it  faf  I  can  naif  eowne  hia  style 

Ne  can  naf  clymben  oner  so  heigti  a  style  / 

Jif  say  I  fiis  as  to  comun  entcnt 

Thus  mocho  amounteth  al  ^t  euei'  he  menf  108 
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If'  it<  so  be  paV  I  haue  if  in  mynde  / 

IT  be  aayd  Jw  kytig*  of*  Anuby  and  yynde 

My  liege  lord  on  ^ia  solempne  day 

Salatoth  ^u  as  he  beal^  can  or  may  112 

ho  wndeth  }oti  in  honour  of*  joar  feste 

Ey  me  )nt  am  redy  at  al  his  hesle 

This  Bteede  of  bras  yaV  esily  and  wel 

Thaf  can  in  the  space  of*  o  day  natuiel  1 1 G 

This  is  to  say  in  four  an  twenty  hourea 

wher«o  )ou  luaf  /  in  drought  or  in  schourea 

lieren  jour  body  in  to  enei;  place 

To  which  jour  herU  wilne^  for  to  pace  120 

v))ioQten  wftoi  of  ;on  ^ur^h  foul  and  fair 

Or  if"  jon  luaf  to  flee  aa  hei)  in  Jair 

As  do)>  an  egle  wlian  him  lief  to  sore  t'«4/'iH,  »«t] 

This  aame  steede  echal  bere  jon  eufrmore  /  124 

ni^oute  harm  til  jo  be  ^er  jon  leate 

Though  fat  )e  slepen  on  his  bak<  or  reate 

And  tome  a^ein  with  wiyfing"  of  a  pyn 

he  ^at  it  wrougfif  cow))e  ful  niany  a  gyn  128 

he  wayt«d  many  a  constellacioun 

Er  he  had  do  ^is  operacioun 

And  knew  ful  many  a  seal  and  many  a  bond 

H  lliis  mirour  eek*  ^f  I  haue  in  myu  bond  132 

hafi  aucb  a  mighte  /  fiat  men  may  in  it  aee 

when  fier  schal  falle  eny  miuersite 
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Joai'  excellente  dougbter  ^at;'  U  lieere 

If  The  vertn  oP  pia  lyng"  and  je  wol  heere ! 

la  )iiB  /  {laf  who .  so  lusf  it  for  to  were 

vpon  hir  thomb  /  or  in  hii  pure  to  here  148 

Ther  is  no  foul  /  }aV  fleeth  vnder  fa  heuen 

That'  Bchal  mderatonden  his  steuen. 

And  know  his  menyng*  openly  and  pleyu 

ftnd  answer  him  in  his  langage  ajeyn  153 

And  euery  gras  .  ^af  growef>  vpon  toots 

ScLe  Bchal  eek'  know  /  to  whom  il^  wol  do  boote 

Al  be  his  woundes  neuer  so  deep  and  wyde 

f  This  naked  Bwerd  patf  hangcj)  by  my  ayde  156 

Such  vertu  bath  ^af  what  man  ^af  if  stnyt« 

Thai^houf  his  aimur  it  wol  kerue  and  byte 

weie  it  as  pikke  as  a  braiinched  ook< 

And  what*  man  is  I-wounded  with  pe  strook'  IGO 

Schal  neuer  be  bool  /  til  ^af  jo»  lust*  of*  grace     Ci«</»i] 

To  strot"  him  wif  fe  pkf  in  filke  place! 

Ther  be  is  hurt*,  ^is  is  as  moche  to  seyn 

3e  moote  with  ^e  platte  Bwerd  a^eiii  164 

Stroke  him  in  )ie  wound  and  if  wol  close  / 

This  la  )»e  vemy  soth  wi)N>uteii  glose  / 

IV  failleth  nonghf  wbil  it  is  in  ^our  hold 

And  wbsn  Jiis  knighf  fuB  had  bis  tale  told  1G8 

be  rit  out*  of'  ^  balle  and  doun  be  ligbf 

bis  ateede  which  Jiat<  schon  as  sonne  bright* 

Stanf  in  fe  courf  as  stille  aa  eny  atoon 

This  knigbf  is  to  bis  chambre  lad  anooa '  172 

he  is  vn  armed  and  to  mete  I-eett 

This  present)  ben  ful  richely  I-fetV 

This  is  to  asyn,  the  swerd  and  the  myrrour 

And  bom  anon  vnto  fe  kighe  tour  176 

with  certain  officers  ordeynd  ^#rfore 

And  vnto  Canace  f%  ryng*  is  bore '. 

Solempnely  ther  sche  syP  atte  table 

fiuV  eikcrly  wifiuuten  ciiy  fable  180 
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The  hois  of  bias  fraf  may  nat  be  remowed 

If  BtanP  as  if  were  to  the  gronnd  I-glewed 

Ther  may  no  nan  out*  of  ^  place  if  dryua 

For  noon  engyn  of  wyndyng"  or  polyae  ■  184 

And  cause  why  for  Jiey  can  nonjf  ^  ciaff 

And  feiioT  in  the  place  ^  hane  if  laft 

Til  ^af  ^  knight  ha{i  taught  hem  fe  manero 

To  Toyden  him  as  je  schul  after  heeie  188 

Greet  was  ^  pres  f>af  swarmed  to  and  fio 

To  gauien  on  ^is  bora  faff  atondetb  so 

For  it  so  wyd  was  and  so  brod  and  long 

So  wel  proporcioned  to  be  strong*  192 

Bight  as  it  were  a  steed  of  lurobardye 

Ther-to  so  hoisly  and  so  quylC  of  ye 

As  it  a  gentil  poyleys  couisei  were 

For  certes  fro  his  tayl  rnto  his  eere  196 

Nature  ne  art  ne  coujie  him  noujf  amende 

In  no  degre  as  al  fe  poeple  wende 

Buf  euermore  hei*  moste  wonder  waa  [iturithpaekj 

How  yaV  if  cou)>e  goon  and  was  of*  bras  200 

If  was  of  fayry  as  fe  poeple  semed 

Diuerse  peple  .  diuersly  ^y  demed 

Aa  many  hedes  as  many  wittea  been 

They  murmured  as  do{i  a  swarm  of<  been  201 

And  made  skiles  after  her  fantasies 

IlehetByng<  of*  pe  olde  poetries 
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And  sayde  it  lyth  for  if  is  ra]ier  lik* 

An  apparence  maad  hj  aom  magik* 

Aa  logeloiiTB  plejen  aV  pis  festes  grete 

Of  Bondry  jioughtes  )ius  fey  langle  and  trete  230 

Ae  lewed  peple  demeth  comnnly 

Of>  ^ngee  ^at  ben  maad  more  snbtily 

Than  )»ey  can  in  lier  lewednes  comprelicnde 

They  deemen  gladly  to  the  badder  ende  224 

And  aom  of*  hem  wondred  of  ^e  mirrour 

Tliaf  born  was  vp  in  to  fe  muster  tonr 

How  men  might*  in  hit  siiche  fvinges  se 

AnofKr  aDBwerd  and  sayd  it  mights  nel  bo  228 

Naturolly  by  composiciomia 

Of  angela  and  of  heigh  reflexio'tna 

And  sayde  faf  in  Rome  was  auch  oon 

Thay  apeeke  of  al-ceyf  and  Vitilyon  232 

Of  aristotle  /  faf  writen  in  her  lyuea 

Of  queynte  myrrours  and  pj-t)apectyues 

As  knowen  pey  p&V  ban  her  bokea  herd 

And  ojwr  folk"  haue  wondred  on  )w  siverd  236 

That*  wolde  pasae  ^orughout'  eueiy  ^ing*  ['iviui 

And  fel  in  speche  of  Thelophua  pts  kyng* 

And  of  achillea  for  his  queynte  spere 

For  he  coufie  with  hit^  bofie  hele  and  dere  240 

Right*  in  euch  wyae  as  men  may  wif  pe  awenl 

Of  which  rights  now  je  haue  ;our  seluen  herd 

They  speeken  of  sondry  hardyng*  of  metal 

And  speken  of  medicines  Jter  wi^  al  244 

And  how  and  whan  it  scbulde  haided  be  / 

which  is  vnknowe  /  algaf  vnto  me  / 

Tho  apeeken  J«y  of  Canaceea  ryng* 

And  seyden  alle  /  p&V  such  a  wonder  fiing*  248 

Of  crafb  of  rynges  herd  fey  neuer  noon 

Sauf  )iaf  he  moysee  and  kyng<  Salamon) 

Had  a  name  of  connyng*  in  such  arf 

lliua  aeyen  fe  peple  on  euery  part"  252 
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'BvV  na^elea  som  eeiden  fiat  it  was  / 

wonder  ping*  to  make  of  ferae  glaa  / 

And  )if  is  glas  noujt'  like  aisschen  o^  feme 

BnV  for  ^ey  ban  I-knowen  itf  so  feme  256 

TlierfoT  ceeaeth  her  ianglyng"  and  her  wonder 

And  sore  wondred  aom  of<  cause  of  ^oader 

On  ebbe  and  flood  on  gossomer  and  on  myst* 

And  on  alle  Jilng-  til  pat  ))e  canse  ie  wisf  260 

Tbiu  lan^en  )iej  and  demen  and  deujse 

Til  |iaf  ^  kyng<  gan  fio  his  boid  arise 

Pbebns  hath  loaf  ^e  angel  merydyunal 
And  )it/  ascendyng*  was  a  besf  roial  264 

The  gentil  lyoun  wi))  bis  adryan 
whan  )iaf  |iis  gentil  kyng*  fiis  Cambynskan 
Boh  fro  bis  bord  )ier  aa  he  saf  ful  hye 
Bifom  >iini  goth  ful  lowde  menstralcye  268 

Til  he  cam  to  his  chambre  of  Parement) 
Ther  aa  ))er  were  diuera  instrument 
Thaf  is  y-like  an  heueu  for  to  heere 

1i  How  dauncen  lusty  VeniM  children  deere  273 

For  in  ^  fisscK .  her  lady  sat*  ful  hey^ 
And  loke^  on  hem  with  a  ftendly  ey;e  / 
This  noble  kyng<  is  sef  vpon  hia  trone  / 
This  straunge  knight  is  fet  to  him  ful  eone  ct^iu.hMbj  276 
And  in  the  daunce  he  gan  with  Canoce  / 
her  is  fe  reuel  and  fie  ioIyt« 
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A  njr  no  mora  bntf  in  yia  loljneaae  / 

I  lets  hem  til  men  to  aoper  hem  dreaw 

The  etywmrd  byf  fe  spices  for  to  hje 

And  eek*  fft  wyn  in  al  pis  melodye  202 

Thes  Tsschere  and  pea  aqnyera  ben  agun 

The  spices  and  )ie  wyn  is  come  anooul 

They  eef  and  diank"  and  whan  ^is  bad  an  ende  / 

Tuto  ^  temple  as  resoun  was  ^y  wende  /  290 

The  eemise  doon  )«y  aud  soupen  al  by  day 

whaf  needeth  ]on  to  rehersen  her  array 

£ch  man  wot'  wel  ^V  a  kynges  feste 

hath  plente  to  fe  lent  and  to  the  meate  300 

And  deyntees  mo  |)an  ben  in  my  knowyii^ 

And  after  souper  gop  pis  noble  kyng< 

To  see  |)is  hore  of*  bras  wip  al  his  route 

O^  lordea  and  of"  ladyes  al  aboute  /  31)1 

Swich  wondryng"  was  jier  on  {lis  hors  of*  bras 

That"  aeth  fis  grete  siege  of  troye  was  / 

Ther  as  men  wondred  on  an  hora  also 

Ife  was  )ier  such  a  wondryng*  as  wai  po  308 

Buf  fynally  |ie  kyng'  a»kod  pe  knight 

The  vertu  of  pis  coureer  and  ))e  mi^jlif 

And  prayd  him  tellen  of*  lits  goucrnauncc 

The  hora  anoon  gan  for  to  trippe  and  daniiuo  3 1 2 

whan  pe  knight*  leyd  hand  v[)on  his  rayiiu 

And  aayde  air  per  is  nomore  to  sayiio  ['•^is*l 

Buf  whan  jou  lusf  to  ryde  any  wliurt'  / 

je  moote  trille  a  pyn  stant  in  his  cro  :)Ji| 

which  I  schal  telle  jou  bitwen  vs  two 

je  moBte  nempne  him  to  whaV  placa  also 

Oi  what'  countie  )ou  luste  for  to  ryde 

And  whan  ^e  come  per  )ou  luaP  abydo  ,'li'<l 

Bid  him  desc«nde  and  trille  anopor  pyniio 

For  per  in  lith  pe  feP  of  al  po  gynno  / 

And  he  wol  doan  descend  and  do  jour  wilK. 

Aud  in  Jmf  pkce  ho  wol  abydo  ittillu  3^1 
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Though  al  fe  world  had  ^e  contnuy  swote 

he  Bcliol  naf  theunes  be  I-Jrowe  ne  bore 

Or  if  jou  luaP  to  bid  him  fennea  goon 

Trille  |iis  pyn  and  he  wol  vanyssb  anooa  338 

Out*  of"  Jie  sighf  of  euery  maner  wigBtf 

And  come  ajein .  be  if  by  day  or  nigfit 

whan  yaV  jou  Inaf  to  clepen  Mm  a^ayn 

In  such  a  gyse  as  I  schal  jow  sayn  333 

Bitwixe  jou  and  me  and  Jterfoi  soone 

Dyd  whan  jou  lust  fer  nys  nomor  to  doono 

Enformed  when  )io  kyng*  was  of  ^  knigfif 

And  had  concerned  in  his  wit  arighti  336 

The  maner  of  ^e  forme  and  al  fia  ))ing< 

Ful  glad  and  blitfi  ^ia  noble  doughty  kyng* 

Kcpeyryngi  to  his  reuel  as  bifom 

The  bridel  is  vnt«  pe  tour  I-bom  340 

And  kepP  amoiig<  his  Jewels  lecf  and  deere 

The  hors  vanyechf  I  not*  in  what  manere 

Ouf  of  her  eiglif  je  geV  nomore  of  me 

Buf  ^us  I  lete  Mm  in  lus  iolite  341 

This  Cambinskan  his  loides  festeyng* 

Til  wel  neigb  ^e  day  bigan  to  spryug* 

Explicit"  prima  pars  // 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 

Incipit  secunda  pcirs 
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H                liere  dremea  seliul  not  now  be  told  (or  me 

■ ^^^^1 

V                Ful  were  here  heedes  of  fumosite 

^^^^H 

Thnf  cause|)  drem  of-  which  [ler  ia  no  charge  / 

^^^^^B 

They  alepcn  til  it  vita  prime  large  / 

360                 ^H 

The  moate  pnrf  buP  it  were  Ciinace 

^H 

Scho  waa  ful  mesurahla  as  wommen  be 

^H 

For  of  hir  fader  haf  ache  take  bit  leue 

^H 

To  go  to  reate  aoon  after  it  waa  eue  / 

364     ^^M 

liir  luste  not"  appalled  for  to  be 

Ne  on  fe  morwe  vnfeatly  for  to  se  / 

^^^^^H 

And  kept"  hir  flrate  sleep  and  fan  awook* 

^^^^H 

For  Buch  a  loj-b  sche  in  herte  took" 

36S                 ^H 

Bof>e  of'  hir  queynte  ryng'  and  Mr  inyrroiir 

^H 

Thaf  twenty  tymo  ehaunged  hir«  colour 

^^ 

And  in  hire  aleep  right*  for  impj-es8io;in 

OP  hir  myrrour  ache  had  a  viaioan 

373 

wher-for  er  faf  fe  sonne  Tp  gan  glyde  / 

Sche  cleped  vpon  her  mniatrease  beside  / 

And  sayde  faf  hire  luate  (or  to  ryae 

These  oldo  wominen  Jjaf  ben  gladly  wi«e 

376 

Ab  ia  here  maystreaae  anawered  hir  anooii 

And  sayd  madame  whider  wold  je  goon 

Thus  erly  (or  folk-  b,:n  all<i  in  reeta  / 

I  wil  q»od  ache  aryse  for  mo  leste 

380 

No  lenger  for  to  elepe  and  walkei  aboute 

And  vp  fpcy  risen  a  ten  ofcr  a  tweliie 

vj)  ryaef  froaabe  Canacc  hir  selue 

381 

As  rody  and  bright  as  is  fe  jonge  Sonne 

Thaf  in  pa  Ram  ia  ten  degreea  I-ronno 

Kon  heilier  was  he'  whan  sche  redy  was       fjir 

•(.••cU.'J 

And  forth  ache  walked  csily  a  paa 

388 

Arayed  after  (le  liiaty  aesoun  aootc 

UnfiW 

lightly  for  to  jilay  aud  widke  on  fuotc 

^H 

Nouglit^  buf  wif  tyne  or  six  of*  Iiir  nn-viio 

^H 

And  a  trench  fer  iu  fo  park-  gnp  ache  / 

302                     ^M 

^  '^^^IH 

^^^Jl 
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The  vapour  which  JtaP  oP  fe  eiihe  glod 

Make))  fie  aonne  seme  rody  and  eof 

Buf  iia))eles  if  was  so  fair  a  aighP 

Ihaf  if  made  alle  here  hertea  for  to  light-  396 

TThat*  for  )>e  sesoun  what  foi  )>e  TnoTnyng< 

And  for  fa  foules  ^V  ache  herde  Byng* 

For  right  anoon  ache  wiste  what*  Jiejr  menf 

Kighf  hj  here  Bong<  and  knew  al  beie  entenf  /  100 

^  The  knotte  why  ^f  euery  tale  ia  told 

If>  that-  if  be  tatyed  til  luaf  be  cold 

Of  hem  fiaf  ban  hit  after  herkned  ^on 

The  sauour  paaseth  euer  leugei  fe  moie  101 

For  fulsomnea  of"  Jw  pn>lixit« 

And  by  ^is  aame  tesouu  thinknth  me 

I  ecbnlde  to  pe  knott«  condescende  / 

And  make  of  hir  walkynge  sane  an  ende  *  108 

A-myddea  a  tree  foinlraye  aa  whit  aa  cbalkr 

Aa  Canace  woe  pleyyng<  in  hir  walk* 

There  sat  a  faukoun  ouer  hir  heed  ful  bye 

i>aV  with  a  pitoua  voia  bigan  to  crye  113 

I-beten  badde  ecfae  hir  self*  ao  pitooaly 

Thaf  al  tbe  woode  reaowned  of  hire  cry 

wi])  bo^  hir  wynges  to  ye  roede  blood 

Ean  eiidelong<  )>e  tree  )>er  aa  ecbe  atood  116 

And  euer  in  oon  ache  cried  and  Bchtygbf 

And  wi))  Lir  bclf  hir  aolue  so  ache  piahf 
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Of  fiemde  loud  and  euer  as  aclie  stood 

Sche  Bwowaed  nov  and  now  for  lak*  of  blood 

Til  wel  neigh  echo  fallef  fro  )ie  tre 

This  faire  kynges  doughtor  Canace  432 

Thaf  on  hir  fynger  bar  pe  qaeynl«  lyng^ 

Thurgb  which  sche  vnderetood  wel  eueiy  fing" 

Tbaf  euy  foul  may  in  liia  lydnu  eayn 

And  coii^  answer  Ikim  in  liia  lydne  agayn  43G 

ha^  vnderstonde  whaf  fe  faukoun  seyde 

And  wel  neigh  alniosf  for  rewthe  sche  deyde 

And  to  ^  tree  sche  goth  ful  hastily 

And  on  ^is  faukoun  loke|)  pitonsly  440 

And  held  hir  lappe  a-brod  for  wel  sche  wisf 

Tlie  faukoun  nioste  falle  fro  pa  twisf 

whan  ^at  it  swowneil  nexf  for  lak"  of*  blood 

A  long  while  to  wayten  hir  sche  stood  4-14 

TU  atte  lasf  sche  spak"  in  pis  nianero 

Vnto  ^  haulJ  as  je  schul  after  heero 

%  whaf  is  pe  cause  if  it  be  for  to  telle 

That  ;e  ben  in  }iat-  furyaH  peyne  of  helle  448 

Quod  Canace  vnto  p\a  hauk*  aboue 

Is  pia  for  soiwe  of  delh  or  elles  lone 

For  as  I  trowe  ))is  ben  causes  tuo 

Thaf  causen  mosP  a  gentil  herte  wo  452 

Of  o)wr  harm  it  needeji  non^f  to  speke 

For  )e  jour  self  vpon  jour  self  awreke 

which  f af  preue)i  wel  faf  either  Ire  or  dreds 

Mote  ben  enchesoun  of  jonr  cruel  dede  450 

Sith  pa,V  I  see  noon  o^r  wight*  }ou  chace 

For  loue  of  god  so  dof)  jour  selae  grace 

Or  what  ben  ^ur  helps  for  west?  ner  Esto 

Ne  saugh  I  nener  er  now  no  bryd  ne  be8t«  460 

That*  ferde  with  himself  eo  pitonsly 

)e  sle  me  with  jour  sorwe  so  verrily 

I  hane  of  ;or  so  gref  coinpassioun 

Fur  goddes  loue  com  fro  ^e  tree  a  donu  464 
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And  as  I  am  a  kyngea  doughtor  trewe 
IP  fat*  I  verraj'ly  fe  cause  knewe 
Of  joui  disefie  if"  if  lay  in  my  might' 
I  wold  amenden  if  iP  fa,V  I  nilghf 
Ala  wisly  help  me  greto  god  of"  kynde 
And  hetbes  schal  I  rigbf  ynowe  fynde 
To  helen  with  jour  hurtea  haatyly 
Tho  Bchrigbf  Jiis  faukoun  more  pitously 
Than  euer  sche  did  and  £1  to  ground  anoon 
And  lay  a-swowne  deed  as  eny  etoon 
Til  Canace  hath  in  hii  lap  y-take 
Tnto  )iaf  tyme  scbe  gan  of<  awowne  slake  / 
And  after  ^af  Bohe  gan  of  swown  abreyde 
Eighf  in  hir  baukea  lydne  thus  eohe  seyde 
Thaf  pite  renneth  sone  in  gen  til  herf 
Felyng'  his  similitude  In  peynes  amerte 
Is  proaed  alday  as  men  may  see 
As  we)  by  werk>  as  by  auctorite 
For  gentil  berte  kepeth  gentillesse  / 
I  see  wel  |)af  je  h&ue  on  my  distresse 
Compassioun  my  faire  Canace 
Of  verray  wommanly  ben^nite  / 
Thaf  nature  in  jour  principles  ha)i  eef 
But  noon  hope  for  to  fare  fe  bet 
Buf  for  to  obeye  vnto  jour  herte  fre 
And  for  to  make  othera  v 
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So  tendrelj  thaf  noting'  eyled  me  / 

I  wbte  nof  /  what"  was  aduersite 

Til  I  couJM  flee  ful  heigh  vnder  Jw  sky        :(*q/iBj.iM*i 

Tho  dwelled  a  tercelef  me  faeta  by  504 

That?  aemed  welle  of*  alls  geatillesae 

Al  were  he  ful  of  tresoun  and  falsnesBB 

It  was  I-wrapped  Yuder  humble  cheere 

And  vnder  heewe  of*  tTou{>e  in  such  manere  508 

Ynder  pleaaunce  and  vnder  beay  peyne 

Thaf  no  wight;'  wende  Jiaf  he  coupe  feyne 

So  deep  in  grejrn  he  deyed  hi:)  colouia 

Sight*  as  a  serpent  huf  him  vnder  floures  512 

Til  he  may  Bee  his  tyme  for  to  byte 

Righf  so  fiis  god  of*  lone,  fis  ypocrite 

Do))  so  his  sermonys  and  his  ob3«ruaunco/ 

vnder  subtil  colour  and  aqueyntaunce  61S 

Thaf  aowneth  vnto  gentilesse  of  loue 

As  in  a  thombe  is  al  )«  taire  aboue 

And  vnder  is  fe  corps  whiche  ))al?  je  wot 

Such  OS  was  fjia  Ipocri'te  bojie  cold  and  hot  620 

And  in  this  wise  he  serued  hia  entent 

Thaf  sauf  ])e  feeud  noon  wisto  what  be  ment 

Til  he  so  long*  hod  weped  and  coippleyned 

And  many  a  jcei  his  seruica  to  me  feyned  524 

Til  patf  myn  hert  to  pitous  and  to  nyce 

Al  Innocent  of  his  crouned  malice 

Fop-fered  of'  his  deth  as  >oughte  me 

vpon  his  othea  and  bis  eewerte  628 

Graunted  him  loue  vpon  ))is  condicioun 

Thaf  enenuo  myn  honour  and  my  renouid 

ware  saued  bo)ie  pryuy  and  apert 

This  ia  to  sayn  faf  after  his  desert  632 

I  jaP  him  al  myn  herf  and  al  my  ^nght 

god  woof  and  he  ^f  o];er  weye  nought 

And  todc'  his  herf  in  chaunge  of  myn  for  ay 

Buf  sop  ia  sayd  go  sipens  many  a  day  536 
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A  trew  wighp  and  a  tlieeP  fenketh  noujf  oon 

And  vhen  lie  saugh  )ie  {tyng*  so  fer  I-goon 

That  I  grounted  him  fully  my  loue  / 

In  such  a  wyge  as  I  haue  sayd  ahoue  /  540 

And  ^euen  him  my  trews  hert/  u  fre  Vra/ao] 

Ab  he  swor  he  jaf"  bis  herte  to  me  / 

Anon  fis  Tigie  ful  of'  doubleneese 

Fil  on  hia  knees  wiih  so  gref  denoutenesee  541 

y/i'P  high  reuerence  and  as  by  his  chere 

So  lyt  a  geutil  louer  of*  tnaneie 

So  tauysched  as  it  semede  for  loye 

That  neuer  lason  ne  Parys  of  Troye  648 

lason  certes  ne  noon  o]ier  man 

Si)»  lamoth  was  Jiaf  al^r  firaf  hygmn 

To  louen  two  as  writeu  folk*  bifom 

Ke  neuer  si))  ^  firste  man  was  bom  fi52 

Ife  cou^  man  by  twenty  ^nsand  part 

Contrefets  )ie  eopbemes  ot  his  art 

Ne  were  wor])y  to  vnbokel  hia  galoche 

Ther  doublenea  of*  feynyng<  scbold  approchs  656 

Ne  BO  cou^e  jiankyn  a  knight  as  he  did  mo 

His  maner  was  an  heuen  fur  to  see 

To  eny  womman  were  eche  neuer  so  wys 

So  peynteth  he  and  kembeth  poynt  deuys  660 

Aa  wel  hia  wordes  as  his  continaonce 

And  I  so  loued  him  for  his  obeisaance 
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As  him  god  voof  ne  nenei  scbal  nomo 

This  laate  lenger  )iaa  s  jeer  or  two 

llaf  I  anppoeed  of  him  noughf  bat  good 

SaV  fynally  atte  Uate  ^xa  iV  stood  676 

That*  fottane  wolde  ^af  he  moste  twynno 

Out  of  fe  place  which  Jnf  I  was  Isne 

wher  me  was  wo  it  is  no  questioroi  /  ['h^ih.  >««] 

I  can  nat^  make  of  it  descripcioun  680 

For  o  ^ing<  dar  I  telle  boldely 

I  know  what>  is  fe  peyne  of*  deth  ^rhj 

which  harm  I  felf  for  he  ne  mighte  bylene 

8o  on  a  day  of  me  he  took  his  Icue  564 

So  Borwful  eek*  fa.tr  I  went*  verraylj 

ThaV  he  had  feled  als  mocbe  as  I 

whan  ^V  I  herd  him  speke  and  saugh  his  hewe 

Buf  na|iclea  I  ^ughf  he  was  vntrewe  588 

And  eek<  ^af  he  schutde  rcpeiro  ajeyn 

wi^inne  a  litel  while  so))  to  seyn 

And  Tesoun  wold  cek'  faV  he  inosle  go :  for  his  honour 

Wher-for  I  wold  not?  hen  ayein  his  honour  [spjiriouii]  502 

Thau  I  made  vertu  of  necessite 

And  took*  if  wel  sefens  it  moete  be 

As  I  best'  migbf  I  had  for  him  my  sorwe 

And  took<  him  by  fe  band  seinf  lohQ  to  borwe  596 

And  isyde  ^us  /  lo  I  am  jour  al 

Be^  such  aa  I  haue  be  to  jou  and  schal, 

whaf  he  answerd  it  neede))  naf  to  reberse  ■  ' 

who  can  beat*  say  Juu  he,  who  can  do  weTse  //  600 

whan  he  ha)i  al  wel  tayd  fan  ha)i  he  doon 

Therfor  bihoae^  him  a  fol  long<  spoon 

Thaf  scbal  ete  wi^  a  feend  fm  herd  I  eay 

So  atte  lasf  ha  moste  forj)  his  way  604 

And  forth  he  fleeth  til  he  cam  )>ei  hira  teste 

whan  it  cam  him  to  purpod  for  to  reste 

I  trow  he  hadde  ^ilke  text  in  mynde 

That  alle  )iiDg<  mpeyryi^  to  his  kyude  608 

CANT.  TiUCS, — HARL.  S  A 
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Glade])  himself  fas  sey  men  as  I  gesse 

Men  louen  of-  kyiide  nctvefangilnesse 

As  briddes  doon  ))3t  men  in  cnge  feede 

For  |)eigli  {ioli  nighf  and  day  take  of  Lent  he«de  612 

And  straw  her  cage  fairs  and  soft'  aa  silk> 

And  ;eue  hem  sugre  hony  breed  and  mylk* 

Jef  riglif  onoon  as  his  dore  is  vppa 

he  witli  his  feef  wil  spome  doun  his  cnppe  616 


And  to  fa  wode 


{^Eigki  leaves  are  here  mimngfrom  the  JfiS^] 
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[Bril.  iftu.  Harl.  7334  liegitf  again,  la^f  167.]; 

lasse  ^n  a  )K>iiBand  pound  he  wolde  noughf  haue         1 

Ke  gladly  for  ya,V  Bomme  he  wolde  not  goon 

Anrilins  iriji  blisful  herf  anoon 

Answerde  ^ua .  fy  on  a  [loasand  pound 

This  vryde  world  which  paif  men  say  is  round  1 

I  wold  it  )iue  iS'  I  weie  lord  of  it/ 

This  hatgeyn  is  ful  diyue  for  we  ben  knyt 

Je  Bchal  hi  payed  tnwly  by  my  trou^  / 

Bat'  loke^  now  for  necligence  or  sloujm  1 

Je  tarie  tb  hoei  no  longer  Jnn  to  tnorwe  / 

Ifay  quod  ])is  cUrk*  haue  her  my  faith  to  borwe 

To  bed  is  goon  anrilins  whan  him  leste 

And  wel  nugh  al  njgbf  he  had  his  reste  1 
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what'  for  hia  labour  and  his  hope  of*  hlisac 

His  woful  hert"  oP  penaunce  had  a  liaae  / 

vpon  fe  morwe  whan  faP  it  was  day 

To  bretcigne  lake  fei  fie  rigbte  way  1240 

Aurilius  and  fia  magiciea  bisydo 

And  ben  deacendid  Jter  fay  wol  abyde 

And  |)is  'vras  as  fese  bookca  me  remembra 

The  colde  frosty  seisoun  of*  Decembre  1244 

Phebus  wax  old  and  bewed  lyk*  ]atou» 

That  in  his  hoote  declinacioun 

Schon  as  fPB  burned  gold  with  atremea  brighf 

Buf  now  in  Capricorn  a-doiin  bo  ligKf  1248 

wher  as  he  schon  ful  pale  I  dar  wel  aayn 

Tlio  bitter  ftostes  with  fe  aleet^  and  rayn 

Destroyed  haf  fa  greno  in  euery  jerd 

Innus  ail^  by  )te  fuyr  wjfi  double  herd  1253 

And  drynkef  of*  his  bugle  horn  fe  wyn 

Bifom  bim  stocf  fe  braun  of  toakid  awyn 

And  Nowel  criep  euery  lusty  man 

Aurilius  in  al  faf  euer  be  can  1256 

Da|i  to  hia  maister  elder  and  reuerence 

And  peynefj  him  to  doon  hia  diligancq 

To  bringen  him  out"  of'  hia  peynes  amerte 

Of  wifi  a  swerd  Jiaf  he  wold  alytte  bis  herte  1260 

'litis  Bubtil  clerk'  sueh  Toufe  had  of  ^is  man 

That'  night'  and  day  ho  apedef  him  fat"  he  can  [''iinii.bark] 
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Hia  tablea  tollituiea  for^  he  brongHI) 

Fnl  wel  corrected  ne  )ret  lakked  nougfit;! 

Nei^ei  hia  collect  ne  his  espana  yeeiea 

Ne  his  rootes  ne  hia  o))er  geeres  /  1276 

As  ben  hU  centris  &  his  arguinentia 

And  hia  proporcionels  conuenientia 

For  her  equaciouns  in  enery  Jjing"  / 

And  by  hia  Jtre  apeeres  in  hia  woTching*  1280 

he  knew  fol  wel  how  for  allosth  was  scboue 

For  )ie  heed  of*  Jtilk*  fixe  aries  aboue 

That*  in  ^e  foar)>e  speere  coosidred  ia 

Ful  aubtilly  he  calkild  al  ^is  1284 

whan  he  had  founde  his  firste  mancioun 

He  knew  ^e  remenaunP  by  proporcioun 

And  knew  }ie  arisyng*  of*  ^is  mcxjne  wel 

And  in  whoa  face  and  terme  and  euery  del  1288 

And  knew  ful  wel  ])e  moones  mancioun 

Acordaunf  to  bia  operacioun 

And  knew  also  bis  other  obseruaoncea 

For  auche  illuaiouna  and  auche  roescbaunces  1202 

As  hetben  folk*  vsed  in  ^ilke  dayea 

For  which  no  lenger  maked  he  delayes 

Buf  Jinrgb  bis  magit  for  a  wike  or  tweye 

If  aemed  faf  J»e  rokkea  were  aweye  1296 

Aniiliua  which  jet>  diapayred  is 

wher  he  echal  hane  his  loue  or  fare  amya 

Awayteji  nighf  and  day  on  ^ia  miracle 

And  whan  he  knew  |nf  ^r  waa  noon  obstacle  luafoti}  1300 

Thaf  Toyded  were  ^eee  rokkea  euerich  oon 

Dona  to  his  maistree  feef  be  fel  anoon 

And  aayd  I  wrecched  wofal  aurilins 

Thanke  y>M  lord  and  my  kdy  Venua  1301 

Thaf  me  han  holpe  fro  my  cares  colds  / 

And  to  ^  temple  hia  way  fatf  be  ha^  holde 

wher  as  he  knew  he  achold  his  lady  se 

And  whan  he  aangb  hia  tyme  anoon  right*  he  1 308 
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with  dredful  hort  and  with  ful  humUe  cheere 

Salued  hajr  his  owne  lady  deere 

My  soucniyn  lady  qnod  fis  wof ul  man 

whom  I  most<  diede  and  loue  as  I  can  1312 

And  Io)>eBf  veie  of<  al  )>ia  world  dUi)Iese  / 

Kere  it  ^at"  1  for  ]ou  hano  such  desese  / 

That"  I  most*  deye  her  af  jome  foot  auoon 

KougHt*  wold  I  telle  how  ma  is  wo  hygooii  1316 

Buf  certes  ou)rer  moaf  I  dye  or  pleyne 

Je  sleen  me  gulteles  for  veirey  pcyae 

Buf  of  my  de)>  )rougl!  p&i  je  haue  no  rou^ 

Auyseth  jow  or  )>af  je  breke  jour  troo^o  1320 

Kcpente^  }ow  for  fiilke  god  aboue 

3e  me  elecn  by  cause  faV  I  }ou  loue 

For  madame  wel  je  woof  what/  je  liaii  Light* 

Kate  ^atf  I  chalenge  eny  ^ing<  of  righf  1321 

Of*  }ow  my  souerayn  lady  buf  joure  graco 

Buf  in  a  gardyn  jonde  af  such  a  place 

So  wof  righf  wel  vhaf  ja  hyhighte  ms 

And  in  myn  hood  }onr  tronjw  plights  je  1328 

To  loue  me  besf  god  woot/  je  sayde  so 

Al  be  f  af  I  vnworthy  am  f  erto 

Ma  dame  I  speke  it  for  thonour  of*  )ow 

More  ))Hn  to  saue  myn  hertea  lif>  righf  sow  1332 

Z  haue  do  so  as  }o  comannded  me 

And  if"  }e  youche  sauf  je  may  go  ae 
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lb  ia  agayns  }e  pioces  of  uatute 

And  horn  ache  go^  a  sotwful  creatan 

For  verray  fere  Tiine)>e  may  iche  go 

Sche  wepe))  wajle^  al  a  day  or  tuo  1348 

And  Bwowne^  faV  it  rou^e  waa  to  see 

But"  why  it  waa  to  no  wighf  tolde  eche 

For  oul^  of  toune  was  goon  amegarius 

Buf  to  hir  self  sche  spak/  and  sayde  pas  1352 

wi}i  face  pale  and  with  ful  sorwful  chiere 

In  hir  compleignt  aa  ^e  achul  after  hiere 

IT  Alias  qnod  eche  on  ^e  fortune  I  ployne 

That"  viiwar,  wrapiied  me  liaaf,  in  fiy  cheyiio  135G 

Fro  which  tescape  woof  I  no  aocour 

Sane  oonly  de^  or  elles  du- honour 

Oon  of*  fese  tuo  bihoueth  me  to  chese  / 

Bnf  nafieles  ^ef  haue  I  leuer  leese  1360 

My  lif*  ^an  of*  my  body  to  liaiie  scheme 

Or  knowe  my-aelue  fab  or  lose  my  nnme  / 

And  with,  my  defp  I  may  hi  quyf  I-wys 

Hatli  fer  not"  many  a  noble  wyf  er  (tis  /  13C4 

And  many  a  maydeo  slayn  hir-aelf  alias 

'Rttpet  )>an  with  her  body  doon  trespaa  / 

Jta  certeynly  lo  atories  beren  witnes 

whan  gritty  tirannt;  ful  of  cursednea  1368 

hadde  slayn  phidon  in  athenea  atte  feat 

Thay  comaunded  hia  doughtiva  to  arest 

And  biyngen  hem  bifom  hem  in  deapit 

And  naked  to  fulfille  her  fonle  delyf  1372 

In  her  fadres  blood  ^ey  made  hem  dannce 

Tpon  ^e  pauymenf  god  jaue  ham  meacbaunce 

For  which  ^eae  woful  maydena  ful  of  drede 

K8|)eT  ))BD  ^y  wolde  lese  her  maydenhede     [mtih]     1376 

They  priuely  ben  atert^  in  to  a  welle  / 

And  drenched  hemselfen  aa  fe  bookea  telle 

IT  They  of  mecene  leef  enqnere  and  aeeke  / 

Of  laudomye  fifty  maydenea  eeke  /  1 380 
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On  which  f&j  wolden  doon  her  lecclierie 

But*  was  ^er  noon  of<  al  Jmf  companye 

vaa  alayn  and  wi^  a  good  entente 

Ches  lajier  tot  to  deye  pan  to  auente  1384 

To  ben  oppressed  of>  hir  maydenhede 

■why  sghuld  I  fan  to  deyen  ben  in  drede 

IT  Lo  eek  Jie  Tyraant/  aristoclidea 

Thaf  loued  a  mayden  heef  Stimphalides  1383 

whan  fat  hir  fathei  elayn  was  on  a  night 

Tnto  dyanes  t«mple  gof  ache  i^&t 

And  henf  )>e  ymage  in  hir  hondes  tno 

Fro  which  ymage  wold  sche  neuer  go  1392 

No  wighf  migbf  of"  hit/  hir  hondes  tace 

Til  sche  was  slayn  righf  in  fs  selue  place 

Ifotr  sif  fal^  maydens  hadde  each  dwpil 

To  ben  defooled  with  mannes  foul  delit  13i)6 

wel  augbf  a  wif  tathei  hii«elf<  to  ale 

Than  be  defouled  as  it  thenkef  me 

H  whaf  scbal  I  seyn  of*  hasdrubaldes  wyf 

That  at  Catt^  byraff  hi^self•  }>e  lyf  IJOO 

For  whan  sche  saugh  f at<  Komayna  wan  fe  toun 

Sche  took*  hir  children  aU^  and  akipte  a  doun 

In  to  f e  fuyr  and  ches  refer  to  deye 

Than  eny  romayn  dide  hir  yilonye  1404 

II  Haf  nongtlf  lucresae  slayn  hirsel^  alias 

Af  Eome  whanne  ache  oppressid  was 
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And  Hyde  my  bod;  atto  leate  way 

Ther  schal  no  wight  defoulen  if- 1  may 

what*  schold  I  mo  eneamplea  hei  of*  sayn 

8a])|)en  so  many  ban  hemselaeu  elayn  lt20 

wel  la^t  fian  )iey  wolde  defonled  be  / 

I  wol  conclude  )iaf  it  is  best  for  me 

To  slen  myself  ^an  be  defonled  ^os 

I  wol  be  trewe  vnto  aruegarius  1434 

Or  rather  sle  myself*  in  som  manere 

As  dede  Democionis  doujtei  deere 

By  cause  sche  wolde  nought^  defouled  be  / 

0  cedasus  if  is  lul  gref  pite  H2S 

To  leden  bow  [ly  doughteren  dyed  alias 

That*  alowe  heniself*  for  suche  manor  caas 

As  gret  a  pite  was  iV  oi  wel  more 

Tbe  theban  mayden  }iaf  for  nichonore  U32 

hir-selaen  elongh  righf  for  such  maner  wo 

Anojier  Theban  mayden  dede  righf  so 

For  oon  of>  macidone  had  hit  oppressed 

Sche  with  hire  defi  naydeuhede  redressed  1436 

whaf  schal  I  sayn  ot  Niceratis  wif< 

Tbaf  for  such  caas  biiaff  hir  self  hir  lyf^ 

bow  trewe  eek<  woe  cito  alcebiadea 

his  loue.  f&V  rather  to  dyen  cbes  1440 

Than  for  to  suffre  bis  body  mbuiied  be 

Lo  which  a  wif  waa  alceato  quod  eche 

irhat  aai^  omet  of<  good  penolope 

Al  grece  knowe))  of*  hir  chastite  1444 

Par  di  of  laodomya  is  wiiten  ^os 

That  whan  out  of  Troye  was  Frotbesalaa^ 

No  lenger  wol  sche  lyne  after  his  day 

The  same  of  noble  porcia  telle  I  may  I44S 

wijioute  brutes  kynde  sche  my}f  not  lyne 

To  whom  sche  had  al  hool  hir  berte  jyue 

The  parfyt  wyfhod  of  artemesye 

honoured  is  ^orgh  al  ])e  Barbarie  C^imj  1492 
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0  thena  queen  ^y  wifly  chastite 
To  &U«  wyuM  may  a  mirom  bo 

[    ...     no  gap  in  the  MS. :  these  Unei  art 

....         knoioa  only  in  the  EUeem^e  MS^  I4S6 

Thus  playned  Dorigen  a  day  or  tweje 

Pnrposyng'  euer  f  af  sclie  wotde  deys 

But*  nafieles  vpou  )>e  thridde  nigtif 

horn  cam  ameragus  Jtia  worjiy  knigllf  1160 

And  asked  hir  why  jjaf  eche  wept*  so  sore  / 

And  ecbe  gan  wepe  euer  lenger  pe  mote 

Alias  quod  sche  ^af  euer  was  I  born 

Thus  baue  I  sayd  quod  sche  [>ub  hane  I  sworn  1464 

And  told  him  al  as  je  ban  herd  bifora 

W  nede]>  nougbf  leherse  it  yon  no  more 

II  This  honabond  wi^  glad  chiere  in  good  wiss 

Answerd  and  sayde  as  I  scbal  }oa  deuyse  1468 

Is  ^er  augbtf  elles  Dorlgen  but  Jiis 

May  nay  qnod  sche  god  me  so  rede  &  wis 

This  is  to  mocbe  and  it  were  goddes  wille 

3e  wyf  quod  be  let*  alepe  ^t'  may  be  stille  1472 

If  may  be  wel  peraunter  ;ef  to  day 

Je  scbal  }our  trou)ie  holden  by  my  fay 

For  god  so  wisly  haue  mercy  on  me 

1  hadde  wel  leuer  I-stekid  for  to  be  1476 
For  Terray  loue  which  I  to  jon  hane  / 

Buf  if  ;a  scbolde  joui  troujw  kepe  and  sane 
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And  biynge))  fair  to  auch  a  placo  ant»D 

Thay  take  her  lene  and  on  her  wey  fey  gon 

But>  )>ay  ne  wiste  why  ache  ])ider  went 

He  uolde  DO  wighf  tellen  his  entent  [iMris*,>aat]  H92 

[ 


.     .     .     .     wo  gap  in  ike  MS.:  these  lines  are 

.     .     .     .         known  only  in  the  ElUamere  JfS.] 

This  Bquyer  which  fat?  highf  aurelius 

On  dorigen  )>at  was  bo  amerous 

Of<  aduentare  happed  hire  to  mete 

Amyd  fe  toun  I'v^htf  in  ]>e  quyke  stret« 

As  ache  was  boun  to  goon  fe  wey  for|)-rigfif 

Toward  J>e  Gardyn  \qi  as  sche  had  hig&t^ 

And  he  was  to  fe  ganlyaward  also  / 

For  wel  he  spyed  whan  sche  wolde  go 

Out*  of  hir  hous  to  cny  inaner  place 

Buf  fus  fay  metto  of*  aduenture  or  grace 

And  he  salueth  hir  with  glad  entcnt 

And  askith  hire  whiderwatd  sche  went/ 

And  ache  answered  half  as  ache  were  mad 

Tnto  )ie  gardyn  as  myn  housbond  bad 

My  tronfe  for  to  bolde  alias  atlas 

Anrilins  gan  wondren  on  fis  caaa 

And  in  his  herf  had  gret<  compassioun 

Of  hira  and  of  hir  lamentacioun 

And  of  ArueraguB  fie  wor)ry  knigbt' 

Tfaaf  bad  hir  hold  aJ  faf  sche  hadde  highti' 

So  \o\  him  was  hia  wif  achuld  breke  hir  tioafe 

And  in  his  herf  he  caaghf  of  this  gref  niu))B 

Considetyng'  fe  beaf  on  eueiy  ayde 

That*  firo  his  Ituf  jef  vete  him  leaer  abyde 

Than  doon  so  high  a  cheeilissch  wiecchednesse 

Agayns  fotnnchis  of  alle  gentilesce 
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For  which  in  fewB  wordea  eayd  he  fuB 

MAdame  saith  to  jotu  lord  amengiu 

Tbaf  u^  I  se  hifl  grete  gentilesse 

To  jou.  and  eek"  I  ae  wel  jour  diatiesae  1528 

That^  him  weie  lener  haue  schame  and  Jiat^  were  roufra  / 

Than  ]e  to  me  achulde  breka  joure  troujw 

I  haue  wel  leuer  euer  to  saffre  woo 

Than  I  departo  ^  loae  bytwjx  jow  tno  1332 

I  JOW  lelesse  madame  in  to  jonr  hond 

Qayf  eneiy  senrement  and  euMy  bond 

Thaf  }e  ban  moad  to  me  as  her  bifom 

Sith  Jiilke  tyme  which  fiat  je  were  born  ri^in]  1536 

My  tron^  I  plight  I  schal  }ow  nener  leprene 

Of<  no  byheet  and  hei  I  take  my  leue 

As  of*  ^  trewest  and  ^  beete  wif 

That  ener  jit  I  knew  in  al  my  lyP  1540 

Buf  enery  wyP  be  war  of  hir  byhest 

On  Dorigen  remembrep  atte  lest 

Thus  can  a  aquyer  doon  a  gentil  deda 

Aa  wel  as  can  a  knyghf  wi^onten  drede  ISH 

Sche  )Nmke}>  him  vpon  hir  knees  al  bare  / 

And  hoom  vnto  hir  bousbond  is  sche  fare  / 

And  told  him  al  as  je  han  herd  me  aayd 

And  be  je  siker  he  was  so  wel  a-payd  1518 

That  it  were  impossible  me  to  write 

what  schuld  I  lenger  of-  fia  caoa  endita 
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Tnto  )>iB  philoiophra  how  scbal  I  doo 

I  Be  no  more  but>  faif  I  am  fordoo 

Myn  heritage  noof  I  needea  sella  / 

And  ben  a  begger  her  mey  I  not  daelle  1661 

And  echameu  al  m;  kynrede  in  fu  place 

But*  I  of  him  may  gete  better  grace 

But*  navies  I  wol  of  him  essay 

At*  certeyn  dayes  jeer  by  jer  to  pay  1568 

And  )>an]ce  him  oP  his  grete  caii«sye 

My  troujie  wol  I  kepe  I  wol  noajt*  lye 

with  herte  soor  he  go);  vn  to  his  cofre 

And  bronghte  gold  vnto  )>iB  philosopbre  1672 

The  value  of  fyP  hnndred  pound  I  gesse 

And  him  bysecbeth  of  his  gentilesce  iiMfui.'-on] 

To  graunte  him  dayea  of  ^  rcmennnnt 

And  sayde  maister  I  dar  wel  make  auaunf  1976 

I  fayled  neiier  of  my  trou|)e  as  ^it 

For  sikerly  my  dettes  schal  be  quyt 

TowarUes  )ow  how  fat  euer  I  fare 

To  goon  a  be^e  in  my  Iturtil  bare  1680 

Buf  wolde  )e  voucbe  sauf'  ypon  aeurte 

Tuo  jer  or  [ire  for  to  respite  me 

Than  were  I  wel  for  elles  most  I  selle 

Myn  heritage  )ier  is  nomore  to  telle  1581 

IT  ))is  pMloaophre  sobiely  answerde  / 

And  eeyde  faa  whan  he  fese  wordes  herde 

Haue  I  not*  holden  couenaunt  vnto  f  e '. 

3ia  certes  wel  and  trewely  quod  he  /  158S 

Hastow  nonjt  had  fy  lady  as  fte  liketh 

No  no  qnod  he  and  aotwfally  he  aike^ 

whaf  was  fa  cause  tel  me  if  ^u  can 

Aorilins  his  tale  anoon  bygan  1692 

And  told  him  al  as  je  ban  herd  bifore 

It'  needef  nat<  to  jou  reherse  if  more 

be  sayde  arueragos  of  gentilease 

had  leuer  dye  in  sorwe  and  in  distresse  1696 
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Than  ])at  liis  vyf*  were  of'  hir  troujm  fols 

The  Borwe  of  Dorigen  he  tolde  him  bIs 

bow  lo^  hii  was  to  ben  a  wikked  wiklied  wyf 

And  paJf  sche  lener  bad  ban  losf  bir  iyt  ICOO 

And  yaV  hit  troujw  sche  swot  ^igh  Innocence 

Scbe  neuer  ersf  badde  herd  epeke  of  apparence 

Thaf  mode  me  ban  of  hit  so  gret  pyte 

By  cause  hir  bousebond  sente  hir  to  me  1601 

And  right  as  fi-ely  sent*  I  hir  to  him  agayn 

J}is  is  al  and  eom  ^er  is  no  more  to  sayn 

The  philosopher  anawerde  leue  broker 

Euericb  of  }ow  dede  gentilly  to  olwi*  160S 

Thow  arf  a  sqiiyet  and  he  is  a  knigbt 

Buf  god  forbede  for  bis  bhsftil  mighf 

But*  if  a  clerk*  cou^  doon  as  gentil  deda 

As  wel  as  eny  of  jou  it  is  no  drede  [iM^m]  1613 

Sire  I  relesse  )e  ]iy  ^ousond  pound 

As  )>ou  right*  now  were  crope  out  of  p6  gronnd 

Na  neuet  et  now  ne  baddest  knowen  me 

For  sire  I  wol  nof  take  a  pcny  of  ]»  1616 

For  al  my  craff  ne  nought"  for  my  trauayle  / 

Tiioii  hast*  y-payed  wel  for  my  vitayle  / 

If  is  ynotigh  and  far  wel  baue  good  day 

And  took*  bis  hers  and  for^  he  go^  bis  way  1620' 

V  Lordynges  ^is  qucslioun  wolde  I  oze  now  / 
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V  And  here  bygTiineth  ^o  Secounde  Konnea  tale  / 
[No  gap  in  the  MS.] 
[THE  PROEM.] 

0) 

r[e  minister  and  )«  norice  vnto  vic«a  I 

which  fmf  men  clepe  in  nngliscli  yddnesse  / 
The  porteT  at<  ))e  gatus  is  of*  delicis 
To  eschiewe  and  by  her  contrary  hire  oppresae 
Thaf  13  to  say  by  leful  besyneese  /  S 

irel  onghte  ire  to  do  al  oure  entente 
Lest"  faf  fe  fend  fiurgh  ydelnesaa  tb  hente  /  7 

(2) 
Foi  be  ^at  irip  his  Jmusand  cordes  slye  /  8 

Continuelly  vs  wayteth  to  byclappe/ 
wbtm  he  may  man  in  ydelnes  eapye  / 
He  can  bo  lightly  cacche  him  in  his  trappe  / 
Til  fatf  a  man  be  henf  righP  by  |>b  lappe  /  12 

He  ia  nonji'  wai  [le  fend  ha^  him  in  honde  / 
vel  onghte  we  wirche  and  ydelnes  wi^stonde  /  14 

(3) 
And  ^ongb  men  drcidde  nener  for  to  deys  IS 

Jet^  seen  men  wel  by  resotin  dontelea 
Thai?  ydelnes  is  roten  sloggardye  , 

Of*  which  ^r  come)i  nener  good  encrea 
And  dn  )iat<  bIou))  her  holde^  in  a  lees  19. 

Oonly  to  sleep  and  for  to  ete  and  diynke 
And  to  denoure  al  ^f  o])er  swynke  2t 


I*) 

Anrf  tnr  to  pnV  vs  tmm  stch  yielne 
TIm0  rjanm  ia  of  m  gicff  mnftuuma 
I  bwM  Eun*  ilivin  017  CuthAil  bnsyius 
Aftiff  ^  I>>(;Rnilt)  in  trmdataoxm. 
m^itf  nf  fill  i^riftna  Uf"  and  [ 
Thnn  with  fi  jprinnd  wmn^^  wi^  n 
Th«  mene  I  ma7d«  and  msrcir  ceeili* 

(3) 
And  ^n  faV  Sam  of  Tn^;ia«  art  alio  /  taHM 
Of  whom  ^  Bernard  InaP  so  wel  to  mite  / 
Tftf^aVmy  byaTnnyny  inir  I  ealfe 
Thftn  wmSwP  ftf  ra  wTeoihea  do  me  enditK 
Thj  mAylAnM  d^^  ^f  whan  ^nr^  lun  Bmfa 
Th«t>niMl  lif  and  of  ^  f««nd  Tietori* 
Jls  RMD  mftj  ftft«r  reden  ia  iar  atori* 


Thnn  mayde  and  moder  dni^hter  of  ^  aone  / 
Thow  ir«Ile  fjf  m«rc7  ijufiil  aonlea  eon 
In  wh'itn  ^f  jfi*!  r,t  boTint«s  eW«  to  wod« 
Tli'-n  hnmlile  and  hejR  oner  eneiy  creanm 
Thow  n'.l*l»T*f  §0  htfnt}  tmn  natare 
That-  no  'livlprn  ^.  tnakw  ha-l  of  Ityi 
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(8) 
Assembled  is  in  }>j  magDificence 
vitk  mercy  goodnes  and  with  anch  pitoe 
That*  )ioa  fat  art  ^e  soune  of  excellence 
But  oonly  hclpisf  hem  Jiaf  pniyen  fo 
But  often  tyme  of  py  benignite 
Fu]  /rely  bt  ^b  men  ^in  help  biseche 
Then  gosf  bifom  and  art  her  lyfes  leche  / 

(9) 
Now  help  you.  meke  and  blisful  faire  mayde  / 
Me  flemed  wrecche  in  Jiia  desert"  of*  galle 
Thenk*  on  fa  womman  canace  ))af  sayde 
TLaf  wbelpes  ete  some  of<  |>o  crommes  die 
That"  from  her  lordes  table  ben  I-falle  / 
And  ))ougB  patf  I  vnworthy  sone  of  £us  | 

Be  Byuful  /  jetf  acceoto  my  bileue 

(10) 
And  for  ^V  faith  is  deth  wijioiiten  werbis 
So  for  to  werken  jiue  me  witt  and  space  / 
Thaf  I  be  qnif  fro  ^ennes  fiaf  most  derk<  is 
0  ^ou  paV  art  so  fair  and  ful  of  grace  / 
Be  myn  aduocaf  in  ^at  hihe  place  / 
Tlier  as  wi^outen  ends  is  songs  Osanne 
Thou  crtstes  moder  doujter  deere  of  Anne 

(11) 

And  of  fd  lig&t  my  sonle  in  pnsonn  light 

That'  troubled  is  by  ^  oontagiotoL 

Of  my  body  and  also  by  ^  wigbt 

Of  euerich  Inst  and  fals  affeccionn 

0  heuen  of  refuyt  0  sauacioun 

Of  hem  Jtat  ben  in  sorwo  and  in  destresse  / 

Kow  help  for  to  my  werk*  I  wil  me  dresse  / 

CANT.  TALES. BABL. 
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(12) 
yeV  pray  I  joa  ^t  reden  ))at  I  write  / 
For^eue  me  )Htt'  I  doo  no  diligence 
This  ilke  atoiy  subtillj  to  endite 
For  bofie  haue  I  Jio  wordes  and  eeutonce 
Of*  hint  ^af  af  |)e  ecintes  reuereuce 
The  story  wroof  and  folwen  hir  legende  / 
And  pray  jow  faf  je  wol  my  werk"  amende  / 

{13)  [THE  TALE.] 
r  irsf  wol  I  JOW  ^  name  of"  seint  Cecile 
Expoune  as  men  may  in  hir  story  se  / 
If  is  to  say  on  engliscK  heuenes  lilie 
For  pure  chastenesao  oP  virginite 
Or  for  sche  witnesse  hadde  of"  honest« 
And  grene  of  conscience  and  of  good  fame  / 
The  soot«  sauour  lilie  was  hei  name 


(") 

Or  cecile  is  to  say  Je  way  oP  blynde  / 
For  sche  ensample  was  by  way  of"  techynge 
Or  ellca  Cecily  as  I  writen  fynde 
Is  ioyned  by  a  maner  of"  conioynynge 
Of*  heuen  and  lya  and  here  in  £gtirynge 
The  heuen  is  sette  for  f  ought"  of  holyneaae  / 
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(16) 
£0T  Uoa  peple  in  englisaH  is  to  aay  106 

And  rigb  as  men  may  in  ^  heuen  see 
The  Sonne  aud  moone  and  Btenea  euery  way 
Right  80  men  gostly  in  f\a  mayden  free 
Seen  of<  fatfi  }io  magnauimite  /  110 

And  eet  fe  clemea  hool  of*  sapience 
And  soudry  weikes  bright  of  ezoellence  112 

(17) 

And  right  BO  as  peea  philogofres  wryto  113 

That  heaen  is  swyft  and  round  aud  eek<  brennynge 

Bight  so  was  faire  Cecily  ])e  whyte 

Ful  swyft  and  besy  euer  in  good  werkynge  / 

And  round  and  bool  in  good  perseuerynge  117 

And  brennyng'  eucr  in  cbarite  ful  brig&f 

Now  haue  I  jow  declared  whaf  scbo  higfit  119 

(18) 
This  mayden  brigfit  CecUie  as  bir  lyf  sai])  120 

was  comen  of  Boniayna  and  of  noble  kynde  / 
And  from  hlr  cradel  vp  fostred  in  ])e  tap 
Of  crist  and  bar  bis  gospel  in  hir  mynde 
Sche  neuer  cessed  aa  I  writen  fynde  124 

Of  hire  prayer  aud  god  to  lone  and  drede 
Bysecbing*  Mm  to  kepe  hii  maydenhede  126 

(19) 
And  whan  ]»>  mayde  schnld  vnto  a  man  127 

Y-wedded  be.  ^t  was  ful  jong*  of  age 
which  fiV  l-cleped  waa  walirian 
And  day  was  comen  of  bir  manage 
Sche  ful  deuout  and  bamble  in  bir  currage  131 

vnder  bir  robe  of  gold  patf  sat  ful  faire 
Hadde  next  bir  fleiialL  I-clad  hir  in  an  heire  1 33 
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(20) 
And  whil  fe  organs  made  melodie  / 
To  god  alloon  in  herte  Jios  Bang*  Bche  / 
0  lord  my  Boule  and  eek*  my  body  gye 
Vnwemmed .  lest'  pat  I  confounded  be  / 
And  for  hia  lone  ^t  deyde  vpou  a  tre 
Euery  secound  or  pridde  day  sche  faste 
Ay  biddyngi  in  hire  orisounB  ful  fa«te  / 


(21) 
The  nyghfr  cam  and  to  bedde  moaf  Eche  goon 
vith  liir  honsbond  as  oiV  is  )ie  manere 
And  priitely  to  liim  Bcbe  sayde  anoon 

0  snete  and  wel  biloucd  spouse  deere  / 
Tlier  is  a  counseil  and  je  wold  it  heere  / 
which  }iaf  rights  fayu  I  wold  mto  30U  aaye 
So  that*  je  swere  je  achul  it  nof  bywraye 

(22) 
Vahriau  gan  fast/  rnto  hii  Hwera 
That*  for  no  caas  ne  ^ing^  ^a,V  migbt«  be 
he  Bcholde  nener  mo  bywraye  hire 
And  fianne  af  ersf  ])us  sayde  sche 

1  hauc  an  aungel  which  Jiat^  lone))  me 
That*  wi))  grel^  loue  wher  so  I  wake  or  riepe 
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(24) 
Valiriao  corrected  as  god  wolde  /  162 

Anawerde  agayn  if  X  achal  truato  )ia  / 
Let*  me  ^t  aungel  se  aitd  him  biholde 
And  if*  paV  if  a  verray  aungel  ha  / 

Than  wol  I  doon  aa  ))0U  host*  prayed  me  166 

And  if*  ^u  loue  ano^er  man  forsojie 
Kigbf  wiji  fiB  Bwerd  fan  wol  I  alee  jou  bofe  /  168 

(25) 
Cecilie  answerd  anoon  right*  in  fia  wiae  169 

It  fiaf  jovr  liaf  fe  aungel  schul  }e  see 
Bo  that*  je  trowe  on  crisf  and  jou  baptise 
Go)i  for|i  to  Via  apia  quod  eche  / 

Tbaf  fro  jjia  toun  ne  stanf  but  myles  fie  173 

And  to  }ie  pore  folkes  }iat  fer  duelle 
Saith  hem  rigbf  )>ua .  as  Jiaf  I  schal  ;ou  telle  /  175 

(26) 
Telle  hem  1  cecilie.  jow  vnto  bem  sent  176 

To  Bchewen  jow  )ie  good  vrban  )ie  olde  /      (i>vi«t,  ft«i:j 
For  eecre  needes  and  for  good  entente  / 
And  whan  fsAf  ;e  seinf  vrban  ban  bybolde  / 
Tel  him  ]>e  irotdes  wliich  faf  I  to  jow  tolde/  180 

And  whan  ^f  he  ba)i  purged  }ou  fio  ajnne 
Than  schnl  je  se  ^t'  aungel  er  je  twynne  /'  182 

(27) 
Valirian  Is  to  ^  place  y-goon  183 

And  righP  as  him  was  taughf  by  hia  lemynge 
He  fond  fiia  holy  old  vrban  anoon 
Among*  ^  eeyntea  borieU  lotynge 

And  he  anoon  wi^ute  taryings  187 

Did  bia  mesat^  and  whan  f  af  be  it  tolde 
vrban  for  ioye  his  handea  gan  vp  hoId«  139 
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The  teres  from  his  eyjen  lef  he  foUe 
Almyjtf  lord  0.  ihu  criat*  quod  he  / 
Sowet  of  chaste  coanseil  herde  of  tb  alle 
The  fruyf  of  ])ilke  seed  of  cbastite 
Thaf  })ou  hnst*  sowe  to  Cecilie  tak>  to  )« 
loo  lifc"  6  busy  bee  wifouten  gyle  / 
The  seme))  ay  ]iin  owne  ^ral  Cecils 

(89) 
f  OT  ^ilke  spouse  ])af  sche  took*  right*  now 
Ful  lyk"  ft  fere  lyoun  scbe  sendeji  here 
As  meek*  as  euer  was  eny  lamb  to  jow 
And  wif  faf  word  anoon  far  gan  appen  / 
An  ohl  man  clod  in  white  clofiea  clere 
Thaf  had  a  book"  wi{(  lettres  of"  gold  in  honde  / 
And  gan  to-fom  Valirian  to  stonde  / 

(30) 
V  alirian  as  deed  fyl  donn  for  drede 
whan  lie  him  Bay  /  and  lie  him  vp  hente  fo 
Anil  on  his  book*  rigbf  Jius  be  gan  to  rede  / 
0  Linl.  o  (eith  oon  god  wi}iouten  mo 
Un  ci'istendom  and  oon  fader  of  alle  also 
Abouen  alle  and  oner  alle  eueiy  where 
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(32) 
Valirian  go)i  home  and  flDf  Cecilie 
wijiinne  his  cliambre  vritk  an  aungel  stonde  / 
This  aangel  had  of*  Roses  and  of  lilie 
Gorouaes  tno  ^e  vhich  he  bar  in  honde 
And  firsf  to  Cecilie  as  I  vnderstonde  rrn 

he  jaf  ^f  oon  and  after  can  he  take  / 
That*  o^r  to  valerian  hir  make 

(33) 
Wiji  body  dene  and  wij)  vnwemmed  fought" 
kepe))  ay  wel  fcBe  eotounea  )ire 
Fro  paradys  to  ;ou  I  haue  liem  broughf 
Ne  neuer  moo  ne  schul  {ley  rotcn  be 
Ne  leese  here  soote  sauour  truste))  me 
Ne  neuer  wigbf  echal  seen  hem  vip  his  je 
But/  he  be  chasP  and  hate  vilonye 

(31) 
And  poxt  valirian  for  )iou  so  eoone 
Assentedisf  to  good  counseil  also 
Say  whaf  Jie  lisf  and  )>ou  schalt;'  haue  fi  boone 
I  haue  a  brojier  quod  Yalirian  )h) 
Tbaf  in  pJB  Torld  I  loue  no  man  so 
I  piay  jow  Jiat"  my  hro)ier  may  bane  grace 
To  knowe  fa  tronfie  as  I  doo  in  ^ia  place 

(35) 
The  aungel  aayde  god  liketh  f  y  leqnesf 
And  bofie  with  pa  pahne  of"  martirdom 
}e  schullen  come  vnto  his  blisful  fest«  / 
And  with  paV  'vrord  tiburca  hia  brofier  conL 
And  whan  )iaf  he  )»  saaonr  mderaom 
which  Juf  )w  roses  and  f)e  liliea  cast* 
vifinna  hir  herf/  he  gan  to  vondre  fast  / 
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{«) 

And  sajde  I  wcndre  ^is  trme  of  ft  jer  246 

irliennes  ^jt*  $oot«  saaoor  conte^  m 

OP  RjM  aad  lilies  |ar  I  smelle  her 

For  ^Dg&  I  had  hem  in  mTii  hoada  tni> 

The  uuour  mi^hc  in  me  no  depper  go  250 

The  stTote  smul  f-^t  in  mrn  heif  I  fynda 

Hath  chaauged  me  al  in  ano^  kvodo  253 

<37) 
\  iiliruQ  sard  tao  corouns  haae  we  253 

Suow  whyf  and  rose  reed  faf  sehinen  cleeie  / 
fvliiche  ^af  ^ine  er;ea  han  no  might  to  Me  / 
Aud  ^u  smcIlesF  hem  ^urgh  mr  pnyere 
So  sclialf  ]>ou  seen  hem  in;  lieue  bro)wre  deera  257 

If<  so  be  ^u  wilt*  wijouten  slou^ 
liiUeucn  aright*  and  koowen  vemj  tronthe  /  259 

(38) 
Tyburce  answerde  sajs  ))oa  ])ua  to  me        ['Wi«.  »w*j     260 
la  so)>enes  or  in  drem  I  heikne  ]iis 
In  dremes  quod  valiriau  han  we  be 
Vnto  Jiis  tjme  brojrer  myn  I-wys 

As  now  af  erat  ia  troufie  oure  duellyng*  is  261 

how  woat  ^ou  fiis  quod  tyburce  and  in  what^  wise 
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(40) 
The  palme  of<  martiidom  for  to  receyne  /  271 

Snynf  Cecilia  fulRlled  of  goddes  ;ifte 
The  irorld  and  eek'  hir  chamber  gan  scbe  vejue  / 
vitnes  tyburces  and  Cecilies  schrifte 
To  vbiche  god  of  his  bounte  \rolde  schifte  278 

Corounes  too  of  flonres  vel  amellyngo 
And  made  his  aongel  home  f>e  cronne  biynge  280 

(") 

The  mayde  haji  brought?  fia  men  to  bitsse  aboue  /  281 

The  world  ha))  wiat  what*  it  is  wor)i  cerbe}rn  . 

Deaocioun  of"  chastite  to  louo 

Tho  Gcbcwed  him  Ceuilie  a\  open  and  pleyn 

That  alls  ydoles  nya  buf  J'ing'  in  veyn  285 

For  Jiay  ben  doumbe  and  {lerto  fay  ben  detie 

And  charge^  him  hia  ydoles  for  to  lene  287 

(42) 
Who  BO  trowe))  not<  {lis  a  bestf  he  is  288 

Quod  tyburce  if  fat*  I  achal  not*  lye 
And  ache  gan  kiaae  his  bresf  )iat/  herde  |)is 
And  was  ful  glad  he  oou^e  troupe  espye 
Tbia  day  I  take  )w  for  myn  allya  292 

Sayde  pie  blisful  faire  mayde  deere  / 
And  after  ^at'  ache  aayde  aa  }e  may  heeie  294 

(43) 
Lo  righV  M  aa  ^  lone  of  ciiat/  quod  ache  295 

2Iade  me  ^y  bratheree  wyf  right  in  ))at  wyae 
Anoon  for  myn  ally e  beer  take  I  ^  / 
Sin  ]iat  )N)n  wilf  thyne  ydole«  despise  [it^nm 

Go  vith  ^i  bro)w  now  and  ^  baptise  299 

And  make  ^  dene  so  ^f  ^on  mowe  bibolde 
The  aungelee  foc«  of'  which  fj  bro^  tolde  301 
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(") 

Tybnrce  answeide  and  sayde  broker  dere/  302 

Firaf  tel  me  vhider  I  echal  and  to  whaf  man 

To  whom  quod  he  /  com  forth  with  good  cheere  / 

I  wol  fm  lede  vnto  fe  pope  vrban 

Til  vrban  bro]ier  myn  quod  valirian  306 

Qaod  tyburce  wilt*  ]ioa  me  |)ider  lede  / 

Me  fienkeji  fiaf  it  were  a  woadei  dede  /  308 


(46) 
Ke  menials  ^on  naf  Trbau  quod  be  ^ 
That*  is  so  ofte  dampned  to  be  deed 
And  wone))  in  balkes  alway  to  and  fro 
And  dar  noujf  ooues  putte  for])  bis  heed 
Men  scbold  bim  brenne  in  a  fuyr  so  leed 
If*  he  were  founde  or  if  men  migbf  him  spye 
And  we  also  to  here  him  companye 

(«) 

And  whil  we  eeken  JiUke  diuinite 
That"  is  I-hyd  in  heuen  priuely 
Atgate  I-brenf  in  ^ia  world  schal  we  be 
To  whom  Cecilia  answerde  bodyly 
Men  mighten  wel  and  skilfully 
This  lyf  to  lese  myn  ougbne  dere  brother 
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(48) 
Dj  Tord  and  miracle  hihe  goddea  aona 
whan  lie  was  in  )>u  world  declared  heete  / 
Tbaf  )>er  was  o^r  lyf  ^er  men  may  wone  / 
To  whom  answerde  Tjburce  of*  suster  deere 
Ne  Bejdesf  ^u  right  now  in  ^is  manere 
Ther  nys  but?  oo  god.  o  .lord,  in  eojifastnesro 
And  now  of"  ^re  how  majstow  here  witneeaa  wua,  **] 

(19) 
Thaf  Mhal  I  telle  quod  sche  er  ^af  I  go 
Bighf  aa  a  man  hafi  sapiences  )>re 
Memorie  eyen  and  intellect  also 
So  in  00  being*  in  diuinite 
^re  peraones  may  |)er  nglif  wel  be 
Tho  gan  scbe  him  ful  besily  to  preche  / 
Of  criatea  come  and  of  his  peynee  teche  /  ; 

(50) 
And  many  pointes  of  his  passioun  I 

how  goddoa  sone  in  ))ia  world  was  wi^holde 
To  doon  mankynde  pleyn  remissioun 
Thaf  was  I-bounde  in  synne  and  car«a  colde  / 
Al  ^is  liing*  Bche  vnto  Tybnrce  tolde  /  ', 

And  alter  fiia  thibnrce  in  good  entente 
wij>  valirian  to  pope  vrban  he  wente  /  ; 

(51) 
That'  Ranked  god  and  wi|)  glad  herf  and  ligKt^  ! 

he  crisfened  him  and  made  him  in  ^t  place  / 
I^rfyf  in  his  lemynge  goddea  koygbtf 
And  after  yie  thiburce  gaf  snch  grace  / 
That'  eueiy  day  he  say  in  tyme  and  space  /  ! 

The  aungel  of  god  and  etKry  maner  boone  / 
Thaf  he  god  asked  /  it  were  sped  fnl  aoona  ! 


im*    ar.irz  ft    f  1. 


Is  w»s  tC  VMsi 


a  yt  jsdp  '-t  r--Jtjf  ^cK 


r53> 

Svc/jie  of  hu  L^TLeri  ^  ler  •ecwsee  kos 

Oon  TT"'""**  fat*  wai  an  oflSem  / 

Of  ^  ^«fectes  and  hia  OHUiMileie  / 

L«m  \utMV.  Mid  irtuo  he  fiff^  \k  aerntn  ladda 

Lim  •eJf'  be  wepf  for  pile  ^  be  baddc  / 
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(54) 
11  ban  mazimiM  had  herd  ^  aeiiitea  Ion 
he  g'lt*  him  of  hi«  tomieiitQiirea  lene 
And  Wl  hem  to  hia  hona  wi^ateH  more 
And  with  her  preching*  er  ^t  it  were  eoe 
Tiny  ({onne  fro  ^  tumientoures  to  reus 
And  fro  maxime  and  fro  his  folk'  echoone 


Bix-nzT  541 
enoDP  Q.   §  I.   BxooKD  huh's  tale.    Harleian  7334.    381 

(56) 
ya  han  foisojie  y-doou  a  greet  batayle  /  366 

^oure  C0UT8  is  doon  joure  taith.  ban  je  coneenieit 
Go))  to  ft  coroun  of  lyf  J>at  may  not  fsjle  / 
The  rightful  iugge  which  fa.^f  je  han  serued 
Scbal  jeue  it  }ov  as  je  han  it  desenied  390 

And  whan  )>is  ^ing<  wns  sayd  as  I  deuyse 
2f  en  ladde  hem  foi^  to  doon  ^  aacri&se  /  392 

(6T) 
Bat/  whan  }ej  were  to  ^  place  y-hronjf  393 

To  telle  schortlf  fm  conclnsioun 
Tliey  nolde  eneense  ne  sacrifice  right"  nougtif 
Buf  on  her  knees  |iey  aetten  hem  sdoua 
wiji  humble  herf  and  sad  deuocioan  397 

And  leften  bo])e  her  bcedea  in  fie  place 
here  Boules  wenten  to  ^e  king*  of  grace  /  399 

(58) 
This  maximns  Jraf  say  Jjis  king"  betyde  /  400 

wi|)  pitoua  teeres  tolde  it  anoon  rigbf 
That*  he  heie  soulea  saugU  to  heuen  glyde 
with  Bungele  f  ul  of  demes  and  of  light* 
And  with  his  word  connerted  many  a  wight*  404 

For  which  almachiua  dede  him  so  bete 
vitb  whippes  of  leed  til  he  his  lif  gan  lete  /  406 

(59) 
Cecilie  him  took*  and  bnried  him  anoon)  407 

By  Thiburce  and  valirian  eof  tely 
wi^inne  hire  berieng'  place  rader  Jw  itoon 
And  aftflT  ^is  almachiua  hastily 

Bad  his  ministTes  fecchen  openly  4 1 1 

Cecilie.  so  ^t*  sche  mighf  in  his  presence  iira/itt.t-tHi] 
Dooa  sacrifice  and  labitei  eneense  /  413 


Sti:   ^OQ  fi.  f  1.    ^ukikixst: 
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Bad  'm'jL<o  CwHit  }ar  he  sd^ur  lor  k 
Ajid  )iJ)>fir  iirET  Vj  ^it  wu  liif  axiii^ 
Tttint  iiiti.ua  wTKnihii  MT  Jn>ii  quod  be 
I  wii  k  c«%iUl  T'jT/imas  bum  qnod  mSx 
I  sit  ^  <j3'jd  Le  iLoQ^  ^  ii  gnaat 
Of  Ji  reli^cun  «nd  of  J>i  ixleBe  / 

4e  lian  byjonne  jour  qaeetioHa  fcJ3j 

<^u<>'l  1)«1j«  ^iiT  wolden  tuo  nuweTS  mnclaile  / 

In  v>  <]«tnaande  ^  axen  lewedly 

Alm.iche  ftiuwcrle  to  ^t  similitude 

Ot  wliwiw  iy.iDefi  fin  aDswering*  so  rude 

Of'  trlii-'iui  quod  iche  whan  sclie  was  I-freyned 
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{64} 
Fill  wrongfully  bygan  >ou  quod  he  / 
And  jef  ia  vrong<  is  ]iy  peraeneraunee 
Tostovr  nough  how  oure  mighty  princes  fre 
han  ))U8  comaunded  and  maad  oidinatince 
That  ea^y  crinten  wigbP  echal  haae  peuannce  / 
But*  it  ^af  he  his  ciutendom  wi^ye 
And  goon  al  quyf  it  he  wil  it  leneye  / 

(66) 
IT  ^oore  princes  ene  as  jonre  nobleye  do) 
Quo|)  )io  Cecilia  and  with  a  wood  sentence  /       [it^iv 
5e  moke  vs  gulty  and  it  is  nou^f  so}) 
For  ^  fiaf  knowen  wel  oure  Innocence 
For  as  moche  as  we  doon  reuerenco  / 
To  crisf  and  for  we  here  a  cristen  name 
je  putten  on  ts  a  crym  and  eek<  a  blame  / 

<66) 
Buf  we  J»aP  knowen  Jiiike  name  bo 
For  veitnous  we  may  it  nof  wi)>seye 
Almache  sayde  cheese  oon  of  )iese  tuo 
Do  sacriGce  and  crist«ndom  reneye 
^tr  fiou  mow  now  eschapen  by  ^a,V  weye 
Af  which  fie  holy  blisfol  faire  mayde  / 
Oau  for  to  Ungbe  and  to  }e  Xngge  sayde  / 

(67) 
0  lagga  conf  us  in  )>is  nycete 
wilt*  ^u  )at  I  lefuae  Innocence 
To  make  me  a  wikked  wight'  quod  sche  / 
lo  he  dissimuleji  heer  in  audience 
he  starith  and  woodith  in  his  aduertence 
To  whom  ftlmachiua  sayde  Tnaely  wiecche  / 
2Te  wostow  noughf  how  fer  my  mighf  may  strecche 
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(72) 
Thei  l&kketh  no  Jiing*  to  ^  outer  eyen  498 

Thttf  )>ou  arf  blynd  for  ^ing*  ^t  we  seen  oUe 
That*  it  is  stoon  ^f  men  may  wel  aapien  / 
That  ilke  stoon  a  god  {loa  wilt'  it  cUle  / 
I  rede  ^e  lef  ^in  bond  vpoa  it  falle  /  603 

And  tast'  it  wel  and  stoon  ))ou  achaltf  it  fynde 
Sip  f^V  pou  seest  /  nof  wiji  ^in  ey^n  blynde  604 

(73) 
It  is  a  schame  pat  pe  people  echal  605 

So  scorno  f  e  and  laughe  af  pi  folye  / 
For  comunly  men  woof  it  wel  ouer  al 
ThaV  mighty  god  is  in  his  heuen  bye 

And  ^ese  ymagea  wel  ^ou  maysf  espie  509 

To  ^  ne  to  heroBelf"  may  nought"  profyte 
For  in  effecf .  fey  ben  nou}f  worfi  a  myte  511 

(71) 
Ihlse  wordes  and  such  ofer  sayde  sche  512 

And  he  wax  wro))  and  bad  men  echold  Mr  lede 
bom  to  bii  hous  /  and  in  bir  hous  quod  be  / 
Brenne  bir  right*  in  a  bath  of<  flammes  rede  / 
And  a>  be  bad  righf  so  was  doon  ]m  dede  /  616 

For  in  a  bath  ^y  gonne  hir  laste  scbetten 
And  nygKf  and  day  great'  fuyr  ]iey  Tnder  betten  518 

(75) 
Tbe  longe  night*  and  eek*  a  day  also  619 

For  al  pe  fiiyr  and  eek*  ^  bajMS  bete 
Scbe  saf  al  cold  and  felte  of  no  woo 
Hit  made  hir  noV.  oon  drope  foi  to  swete 
Bnf  in  ^f  bath  hir  lif<  sche  moete  lete  623 

For  be  almachius  with  ful  wikke  entente 
To  sleen  bir  in  }e  baf  his  sondes  sente  636 

CAKT.  TALES. — BABU  I  0 
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(76) 
Thie  Btrokes  in  ^  nek  he  smof  hii  ^  lita/imi     526 

The  tonnentour  buf  for  no  maner  chatmce  / 
hfl  mighf  noujl^  emyte  hir  faiie  necke  a-too  / 
And  for  ])er  waa  ^aif  tjme  an  oidiniuince 
Thaf  no  man  scholde  do  man  such  penaunce  630 

The  ferjM  elrot  to  Bmyton  softe  or  sore  / 
ThiB  toimentoui  ne  dorsie  do  no  more  /  633 

(77) 
But'  lialf'  deed  with  hir  nekke  coraen  tliete  633 

be  laff  hii  lye  and  on  hia  way  he  went 
The  cristen  folt  which  ^t^tf  abouf  hir  were  / 
vrif  scheetee  han  ^e  body  ful  faire  y-hent 
])ie  dayeB  lyaed  acbe  in  ])is  tormenf  637 

And  neuer  oeesed  hem  {«  faitb  to  teche  / 
Thaf  Bche  bad  suf&ed  hem  scbe  gan  to  precbe  639 

(78) 
And  hem  sche  ;af<  hii  moebles  and  hir  ]nng<  640 

And  to  }re  pope  Yrban  hytook*  hem  ^o  / 
And  sayd  I  axe  ^is  of<  heuen  kyiig< 
To  haae  reapif  ^re  dayee  and  no  mo 

To  recomende  to  ;ow  er  )iaf  I  go  644 

These  soulea  lo  and  faif  I  mighte  do  wircha 
heer  of  myn  hooa  perpetuelly  a  cbircbe  646 
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And  hero  bygfimeth  )ie  tal«  of  ^e  Chanonns  jem&n 
%  prologas 

a  ended  was  fe  lif/  of  seynt  Gedle 
£r  we  fully  bad  riden  fyue  myle 
At/  Boughtoun  vnder  blee  tb  gan  atake 

A  man  ^f  clo^  was  in  clo))ea  blake 

And  vnder  ^eif  he  had  a  whit'  surplice 

his  hakeney  Jiaf  was  a  pomoly  grice 

So  swete  fat  it  wonder  was  to  se 

IV  semed  he  hadde  prilled  niyles  fire  / 

The  hora  eek'  fat^  hia  jyman  rood  vpon         [na/M.back 

So  Hwette  ])at  vnao)ics  mighf  he  goon 

Aboute  }ie  peytrel  stood  )ie  foom  ful  hye 

he  was  of  foom  aa  flekked  as  a  pye 

A  male  tweyfold  oq  his  croper  lay 

If  semed  fat  he  caried  litel  array 

And  light  for  somei  rood  fis  wurfy  man 

And  in  myn  herte  wondren  I  bigan 

vrhat  ])at<  he  was  til  fat  I  Tnderstood 

bow  fat  his  oloke  was  sowed  vnto  his  hood 

For  which  whan  I  long*  had  auysed  me  / 

I  demed  him  som  chanoun  for  to  be 

his  hat  heng<  at  his  bak*  donn  by  a  laaa 

For  he  had  riden  more  fan  trot  or  paai  / 

He  had  I-pryked  lik"  as  he  were  wood 

A  oloote  leef*  he  had  vnder  his  hood 

For  Bwoot  and  for  to  kepe  hia  heed  from  bete 

Bnf  it  was  ioye  for  to  se  him  swete 

Hia  forhed  dropped  as  a  stillatorie 

were  M  of*  plantayn  and  of  peritorie 
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And  whanno  )iat'  be  wa^  com  he  gan  to  ctlc 

God  sauo  quod  he  fia  ioly  conipaignye/ 

Faet'  haue  I  priked  qnod  he  for  }our  sake  / 

By  cause  pAV  I  wolde  ;ou  aiAke 

To  ryden  in  }iia  mery  companyo  / 

his  joiiian  eek"  waa  ful  of"  curtesye  / 

He  seid  sires  now  in  (»  morwe  tyde  / 

OaP  of  jour  ostelry  I  snngh  joii  ryde  /  I 

And  warned  lieer  my  lord  and  my  souerayn 

which  faf  to  ryden  irith  jow  is  ful  fayu 

For  his  deaport/  he  loueth  daliaunce 

Frend  for  fy  waruynj,"  yod  jeue  Jie  good  chaunco  i 

Sayde  oure  hoatf  for  certea  it  wolde  seme 

Thy  lord  were  wys  and  so  I  may  wel  deme 

he  is  ful  iocounJ  also  dar  I  leye 

Can  he  oiigfit*  telle  a  raery  tale  or  tweye  ! 

with  which  he  glade  may  pie  companye 

who  sire  my  lord  f  -^e^c  I  wifioute  lye  / 

He  can  of  merthe  and  eek"  of  lolite  ['"vrnj 

Nof  buf  yitougfi  also  air  truste^  mo  ( 

And  )o  liiin  kncwo  /  as  wel  aa  do  I 

je  wolde  wonder  liow  wel  and  friftily 

he  coufie  werke  and  fab"  in  sondry  wiae 

he  ha^  take  on  him  many  sondry  emprLse  /  ( 

which  were  ful  hard  for  eny  fiaf  is  heere 

To  bringa  aboute  buf  fay  of"  !iim  if  leero  / 

As  homely  as  he  ryf  aiuongea  jow 

If"  je  him  knewe  if  woMe  be  joure  prow  { 

)e  nolde  nought'  foi^on  his  aqueyntaunco 

For  moche  good  I  dar  lay  in  balaunco 

AI  |)af  haue  in  my  posacasiouu 

ho  is  a  man  of  heigh  discressiotin  t 

I  ivnme  jow  wel  he  is  a  pasayng"  man 

V  wel  quod  oar  oost/  I  pray  fe  tel  me  fan 

Is  he  a  clerk  /  or  uoon  tel  what*  lie  is 

Nay  he  is  gretter  ^an  a  clerk*  I-wis  i  (J 
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Sayde  ^  jTinaii  and  in  nordea  fewe  / 

Oat'  and  of"  hia  craflr'  somwliaf  I  wil  }ou  echewe 

I  aay  my  loid  con  sach  subtilita 

HaV  al  his  ctaff  }e  may  nonghf  vite  of  me  /  621 

And  Bomwhaf  helps  I  jit  to  his  worchynge 

Thaf  al  ^is  giotind  on  which  we  ben  ridynge 

Til  ^af  we  comen  ro  Cauntorbuiy  tomd 

he  coo^  al  dme  tnmen  vp  ao  doun  625 

And  pane  it  al  of  siluer  and  of  gold 

And  whan  |iis  jeman  badde  ^ua  I-told 

vnto  onre  ooat*  /  be  aeyde  benedicite 

Tim  ia  wonder  merueylous  to  me  629 

8yn  |iat  ^is  lotd  is  ot  so  heigb  prudence 

By  cause  of  which  men  acliuld  him  reuerence  / 

Thaf  of  hia  worchip  relike)i  he  so  lite 

his  oner  slop  if  is  not  wor))  a  myte  633 

As  in  effect/  to  him  so  mot  /  I  go 

If  is  ol  bawdy  and  to-tore  also 

why  is  ^i  lord  so  slottisch  I  [le  preye 

And  is  of  power  better  clofis  to  beye  /  637 

If  f&V  his  dede  accords  with  Jiy  speche  /     ir«tfm.hu*i 

Telle  me  ^V  and  >af  I  fe  biseche  / 

V  why  qood  ^is  ;yman  /  wher-to  axe  je  me 

God  help  ms  so  for  he  schal  nener  ^  611 

"BaV  I  wol  noogllf  arowe  ^af  I  say 

And  ferfor  kep  it  aeore  I  jon  pray 

he  ia  to  wya  in  faith  aa  I  bileue 

Thaf  af  is  ouer-don  it  wil  noi^f  preue  /  645 

a  rigbf .  aa  clerkes  sein  it  is  a  vice 

wherfoie  in  faf  I  holde  him  lewed  and  nyce 

For  whan  a  man  ha^  oner  greet  a  witte, 

Fnl  ofte  him  happeth  to  mysvsen  itte  649 

So  doth  my  lord  and  ^f  me  greue)>  sore 

God  it  amende  I  can  say  now  nomote 

Ther-oP  no  fors  good  jeman  quod  onre  Oaf 

Syn  of  ^e  cDnnyng<  of  ^i  lord  }oa  wosf  653 
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Tel  how  he  dof  I  pray  pe  hertilf 

Sin  ^aV  he  is  so  crafty  and  bo  aly 

wher  duelleu  je  if*  if  to  telle  be 

In  ))e  aubarbes  of*  a  toun  quod  be  / 

lurking*  in  himea  and  in  lanes  blynde 

wher  aa  (lese  robboore  and  ^ues  by  kynde  / 

holden  here  prive  ferful  residence 

As  pay  paf  dot  Doujl^  schewen  her  presence  / 

So  furen  we  if- 1  schal  say  ^e  sope 

^ow  quod  oure  oaf  jif  let  me  talke  tope 

why  artow  diacoloured  on  fy  face 

Peter  quod  he  god  jiue  it  horde  grace 

I  am  BO  Tsed  in  )>e  fuyr  to  blowe 

That  it  hap  chaunged  my  colour  I  trowe 

I  am  not  wont  in  no  mirour  to  prie 

But  Bwynke  sore  and  lemo  to  multiplic 

we  bloudreu  euer  and  pouren  in  pe  fuyr 

And  for  al  pat  we  faile  of"  oure  desir 

For  euer  we  lacken  ours  condusioun 

To  moche  folic  we  ben  illudoun 

And  borwe  gold  be  it  a  pound  or  tuo 

Or  ten  or  twolue  or  many  Bommes  mo 

And  make  hem  wenen  atte  leat«  weye 

That  of  a  pound  wa  conno  make  tweye 

Jit  ia  it  fals  and  ay  we  ban  good  hope 

It  for  to  doon  and  after  it  we  grope  / 
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By  cause  of  ^V  /  lie  gan  ao  neigh  to  dnwe 

his  jemau  ^f  he  heide  al  hia  save  / 

And  ^oa  he  sayd  Tnto  his  jeman  fo 

Hold  now  fi  pees  md  spek<  no  wordes  mo 

For  if'  )>ou  do  ^a  schali^  it"  deere  sbye 

ThoTT  aclanndresf  ine  here  in  ^is  companye 

And  eek  disconerest^  )iaf  ^on  schtildeat  hide 

Je  qnod  ouie  ost  tel  on  what  bo  bytyde 

Of  alle  ^is  thietyng<  reccbe  fa  nought  a  myte 

In  fai^  quod  be  no  more  do  I  but  lite 

And  wban  ^is  chanoun  seih  it  wold  not  bo 

Bnt  his  jeman  wold  telle  his  priuete 

He  fledde  a  way  for  veiray  eoiwe  and  schame 

A  quod  ^is  jemun  her  achal  arise  game 

Al  fiaf  I  can  anoon  now  wol  I  telle 

Sin  he  is  goon  |ie  foulo  feend  him  quelle 

For  nener  her  after  wol  I  wif  bim  meete 

For  peny  ne  for  pound  I  wol  hybeete 

he  ])at<  me  brought^  first'  vnto  pat  game 

£t  |iaf  he  deye  sorwe  hauo  he  and  schame 

For  it  is  emesf  to  me  by  my  fayth 

That^  fele  I  wel  what*  so  eny  man  saith 

And  jef  for  al  my  smerf  and  al  my  greef 

For  al  my  sorwe  and  labour  and  meacheef 

I  cou^e  neuer  leue  it  in  no  wise  [nn/ 

Now  woldo  god  my  wyt  mi^te  suffise 

To  tellen  al  fiaf  longe>  to  )iat-  art/ 

Bul^  na|ielee  jef  wil  I  telle  jou  parf 

Sin  ^at^  my  lord  is  goon  I  wol  nought*  spare 

Such  pingi  al^f  I  knowe  I  wol  declare 

[No  break  t»  the  MS.] 
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^M 

«    W     y  Ith  Jiia  Chanoun  I  duelled  haiia  sene 

D,or          H 

11/      And  of  his  science  am  I  neuer  >e  n 

csr      721    ^1 

1/1/       "^  ''^''  ^  '^"''*''  ^  ^'^"'^  ^'*^'''  ^^^  ''^ 

^H 

W    W         And  god  wot/  30  liaji  mauy  mo  J>an 

1/         ■ 

'     '         Ther  I  was  wont  to  be  righf  freisch  aud  guy     ^| 

Of*  clofing'  and  of-  ofer  good  array  / 

725 

Now  may  I  were  an  hose  vpon  myn  Leed 

And  where  my  colour  was  bo(ie  frcisach  and  wed 

Now  it  18  wan  and  of  a  leden  howe 

who-so  it  vsef  aore  sohal  he  rewe 

729 

And  of*  my  swynk"  jef  blended  is  myn  ye 

Lo  such  auaunt^e  it  ia  to  multlplie 

That"  alydynge  science  had  me  made  so  bare  / 

That*  I  haue  no  good  wher  faf  ouer  I  fare 

73J 

And  jif  I  am  endettcd  so  fer  by 

OP  gold  I  haue  borwed  trewely 

Thaf  whil  I  lyue  I  Bchal  it  quite  neuer 

lat  euery  man  be  war  by  me  for  ener 

737 

what  maner  man  ]>aV  caate|f  him  Jterto 

If  he  continue  I  holde  his  Jiriff  I-do 

For  so  help  me  god  ^er  by  schal  he  uot  wj-niio 

But  empte  his  puTfi  and  make  his  wittes  ^yuuu 

741 

And  whan  he  fmgb  Uia  ma-Ines  and  folye  / 

Than  he  excitefi  ofer  mein  fer-to 

To  leese  her  good  as  he  timaelf'  ha)i  do 

715 

For  vnto  achrewea  ioye  it  is  and  esc  / 

To  haue  here  folawea  in  iieyne  and  Jesese  / 
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Thus  was  I  ooiies  lemed  of"  a  clerk  / 

Of  ^f  no  chai^  I  wol  speke  ot  oure  werk  749 

whan  we  ben  ^r  as  we  achol  exercise 

Ouie  elnyssh  creff  we  seme  wonder  wjse 

Onre  tennee  ben  so  clergeol  and  quejnte  /         ri*4ri7i] 

I  blowe  ^  fuyr  til  fat/  myn  herte  feynto  /  753 

what*  Bchnlde  I  telle  ech  proporcionn 

OP  fiinges  which  Jiaf  we  werke  vp  and  doun 

An  an  ^e  oi  six  ounces  may  wel  be  / 

Of  silner  or  som  ofer  quantite  757 

And  bet^  me  to  telle  jow  fie  names 

Of<  Orpiment'  brents  bones  yren  squames 

That^  in  to  poudre  grounden  ben  ful  smnl 

And  in  an  erthen  pot/  how  faV  pnf  is  al  761 

And  solt^  y-puf  in  and  also  paupero 

Bifoin  these  poudres  faf  I  speke  of*  heere 

And  wel  I-couered  wif  a  lamp  of-  glaa  / 

And  oP  moche  ofer  fing-  what  faf  fer  was  765 

And  oP  ]m  poV.  and  glas  enliityng' 

That^  oP  Jie  aier  mighte  passe  no  ))ing< 

And  oP  ]ie  esy  f  uyi  and  smerf  also 

which  )Kif  was  maad  and  oP  ^e  care  and  wo  769 

Tbaf  we  hadde  in  oure  matiers  sublymynge 

And  amalgamynge  and  calcenynge 

OP  quyksiloer  y-depf  mercury  crude  / 

Tot  alle  oure  sleig&tes  we  can  noogfif  conclude  /  773 

Ouie  orpiment  and  sublyment  mercurie 

Cure  giounde  litorge  /  eek'  on  ^  porfnrye 

OP  ech  oP  ^ese  op  onnces  a  certays 

Ifaf  helpe^  vs  onie  labour  b  in  vayn  777 

Ke  eek<  oure  spiritos  ascencioun 

Ife  eek'  our  matieis  ^at"  lyn  al  fix  a  doun 

Mowe  in  cure  werkyng*  vs  no  Jting*  auayle 

For  loaf  is  al  oure  labour  and  trauayle  781 

And  al  fe  cost^  on  twenty  deuelway 

Is  losf  also  which  we  vpou  it  lay 
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Thet  is  also  ful  many  ano^r  Jting* 

That  is  to  oure  crafts  appertenyng'  785 

Tliougli  I  by  onlre  hem  here  rehene  ne  can 

By  cause  faV  I  am  a  lewcd  man 

ieV  wil  I  telle  hem  as  [icy  come  to  myade  / 

Though  I  ue  conne  noughf  eette  bem  in  her  kysde  /      769 

As  bol  armoDiak'  verdegres  bona  [i>*^in.»ag*] 

And  soadry  veaaela  maad  of*  er^  and  gUs 

Ouie  vrinals  and  oure  desceusoriee 

Viola  Croslets.  and  Bublimatories  793 

Concurbites  and  alembikes  eeke 

And  ofierc  suche  deere  ynough  a  leelie 

Kaf  needith  if  to  rebersen  bem  alle 

watrea  rubisyng'  and  bolea  galle  797 

ATsnet  Sal  armoniak*  and  brimstoon 

And  herbes  cou)ie  I  telle  eek*  many  oon 

As  Egrimoigne  Yalirian  and  lunarie, 

And  ojier  suche  if*  fat  me  list"  to  tarie  /  801 

Oure  lampes  breunyng'  bo^e  nights  and  day 

To  bringe  aboute  oure  craft"  if  fat  we  may 

Oure  foumies'  eek"  oP  Calcinacioun  (iwHioniwi] 

And  of<  watres  albificacioun  605 

Vnslekked  lym  salt"  and  glayre  of  an  ey 

Poudres  dyuers  aisschea  dong*  piase  and  cley 

Cored  poketta .  Sal  petre  vitriole 

And  dyuers  fuyres  maad  of*  woode  and  cole  /  809 
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The  fouie  Bpiiitj  and  {«  b<Mlies  senen 

By  oidre  u  of1«  herd  I  my  lord  neuen  82 1 

The  firate  Bpirif  qnyksiluet  called  ia 

The  secound  orpiiiient<  ]n  ^ridde  I-wis 

Sal  armoniac  and  ^e  ieife  btematoon 

The  bodies  senen  eek<  lo  hem  hear  anoon  825 

Sol  gold  is  and  Inna  ailuer  we  Jtrepe 

Maia  yren .  Meicurie  quyksiluet  we  depe 

SatumoB  leed  and  labiter  is  tyn  [i—fm} 

And  Teniis  coper  by  my  fader  kyn  829 

This  cnised  craff  who  so  wol  exceiciae 

he  Bcbal  no  good  han  feV  may  him  sadise  / 

For  a1  ))e  good  he  spends^  ^ei  aboute 

he  lese  schal  ^ei;  of  haue  I  no  doate  /  633 

wbo-ao  )iaf  list/  out«n  hia  fotye 

let*  him  come  for])  and  lemo  multiplio 

And  eueiy  man  that*  ba)i  ought*  in  his  cofrc 

Lef  him  appiere  and  wexe  a  philosofre  837 

Ascauns  f&tf  craff  is  so  lighf  to  lere  / 

JTay  nay  god  wof  al  be  he  monk"  or  froro 

Presf  Chanoun  ot  eny  o])er  wighf 

Though  he  sif  af  his  book*  bo|ie  day  and  night  841 

In  lemyiig<  of  Jiis  eluysch  nice  lore 

Al  ia  in  vayn  and  paide  moche  more 

la  to  lerne  a  lewed  man  )iis  subtilte 

Fy  spet  nof  Jwrof .  for  if  if  wil  not-  be  845 

Al  con^  he  lettemre  or  cou^  he  noon 

Ab  in  effect'  he  schal  fynd  it  al  oon 

For  bo)>e  tuo  by  my  sauacioun 

Concladen  in  moltiplicacioun  849 

I-liche  wel  whan  ^ay  hon  al  y-do  / 

This  is  to  sayu  fiay  fayle  bo)ie  tuo 

Jef  foi^af  I  to  moche  rehenayle 

Of  watree  corosif  and  of  lymayle  663 

And  of  bodyes  moUificacioun 

And  also  of  here  endurocioun 
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Ojles  allociouD  and  metal  fii^ble  / 

To  teUen  al  woM  poseen  eoj  biUe  857 

Tbatr  owher  is  wherfore  as  for  ^  best* 

Of  alle  fese  names  uoir  wil  I  me  rut/ 

For  AS  I  tnwe  1  hxne  ^iw  U>Iil  jsowe 

To  nyse  3  fvenJ  al  loke  he  nener  so  lowe  /  861 

A  luv  let*  be  fy  phDoeoplue  stooa 

Eliiir  clept- .  we  aechen  fast-  echoou 

For  had  we  him  fan  were  we  eyker  ynoi^li 

But*  vnto  god  oP  heoen  I  make  avow  865 

For  al  oure  ctaff  whan  we  han  al  y-do         (f^tn.tacc] 

And  al  onie  sleig&f  he  wol  nof  come  tb  to 

He  haf  I-madc  ts  Epende  mocbe  good 

For  8orwe  of  which  almost  we  wexen  wood  869 

But  fat  good  hope  crepef  in  onre  herf 

Supposing*  euer  fough  we  sore  smeite  / 

To  ben  relieued  by  him  afterward 

SuppoeiDg"  and  hope  is  scharp  and  hard  873 

I  warne  jou  wel  if  is  to  sekcn  euer 

Thaf  future  temps  haf  made  men  disaenere 

In  trust  ferof  from  al  fat'  euer  fey  hadde  / 

JeP  oP  faf  art*  fay  conne  noujf  wexo  aadde  /  877 

For  vnto  hem  it  is  a  bitter  swete 

So  semef  if  for  nad  fay  but*  a  scheete 

^vhich  fay  mighte  wroppe  hem  iu  a  night 

And  a  bak*  to  walke  Inne  by  day  light*  881 
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And  if<  a  man  wol  aske  hem  priuely 

why  fay  ben  clofed  bo  -TOfriftily  893 

Eighf  anoon  fay  rounon  in  hU  eeie  / 

And  Bay  if"  )iat<  ])ay  espied  were 

Men  wold  hem  sloe  hy  cause  of  here  science 

Lo  Jrus  ))ia  folb  bytroyen  Innocence  897 

Passe  ouer  ^ia  I  go  my  tale  Tnto 

Er  ^on  Jie  pof  be  on  fe  fuyr  y-do 

Of  metals  with  a  certeyn  quantite 

iSy  lord  hem  tempre^  and  no  man  but  he  901 

Now  he  is  goon  I  dar  say  boldely 

For  as  men  sayn  he  can  doon  craftily 

Algate  I  wot*  wel  he  ha^  such  a  name  [imni*] 

And  jet'  fill  ofte  be  renne))  in  blame  905 

if  And  wite  jo  how  ful  ofte  it  bappe^  bo 

The  pof  tobreke^  and  far  wel  al  is  goo 

These  metala  been  of  eo  gret  violence  / 

Ouie  wallefl  may  not*  make  hem  icsistence  909 

BuP  if  fay  were  wrought"  of  lym  and  stoon 

Thay  percen  so  and  furgh  )ie  wal  )»ay  goon 

And  some  of  hem  synken  in  to  fie  grounde/ 

Thu3  hane  we  lost"  by  tymes  many  a  pounde  913 

And  some  are  skatered  al  Jre  floor  aboute 

Some  lepe  in  to  Jie  roof  wifouten  douto 

Though  paV  ^  feend  nought*  in  oare  eighf  him  Bchewe  / 

I  trowe  Jiat*  he  wi)i  ts  be  pa,V  scbrewe  /  917 

In  belle  wher  f  af  he  ia  lord  and  sire 

Sis  ^  no  more  woo  ne  anger  ne  Ire  / 

whan  Jaf  oure  pot"  is  broke  as  I  haue  sayd 

Euery  man  chyf  and  halt  him  euel  a  payd  921 

8om  sayd  it  was  long*  on  ]ra  fuyr-makyng< 

Some  sayde  nay  it  wie  on  f  e  blowyng< 

Than  was  I  ferd  for  pat  was  myn  ofBce  / 

Straw  qnod  ]ie  fridde  /  ]e  been  lewed  and  nyce  925 

lif  was  noujf  tempred  as  it  ougbte  be  / 

Nay  quod  )ie  ferjie  styuf  and  herkne  me  / 
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By  cause  ouro  fujr  was  nouglil^  y-maad  of*  Beech 

That  ia  ^e  cause  and  ofier  noon  ao  )>eech  929 

I  can  not*  telle  wher-oa  if  was  long' 

BuP  wel  I  wool  gtet  etryf  is  vs  (unotig< 

Whal^  quod  my  lord  )»er  is  no  more  to  doone  / 

OP  feae  periles  I  wol  be  war  efP  soone  /  933 

I  am  righf  siker  ^at^  ^e  pof  was  erased 

Bo  aa  be  may  be  jo  no  Jiing*  amased 

As  vsage  is  lef  swoopc  ^e  floor  aa  awi)ie 

Pluk"  vp  jour  hertea  and  bef  glad  and  blij«  937 

The  mullok'  on  an  heep  I-awoped  was 

And  on  fe  floor  y-casf  a  caneuas 

And  al  t>U  niulloc  in  a  ayue  I-^rowe  / 

And  aifted  and  y-plukked  many  a  |irove  941 

Par  de  quod  oon  aomwhaf  of  oure  metal      [k^  114,  »<>e>] 

3ef  ia  ^er  heer  fiough  )taf  we  haue  nougfit  a) 

And  Jtougb  (lia  f  ing*  myahapped  haji  a  now 

Anofer  tyme  it  may  be  wel  ynow  945 

Va  moste  putte  oure  gootl  in  aduenture 

A  inarchaun  /  par  de  may  nof  ay  enduie 

TruateJ)  me  wel  in  liis  proapCTite 

Somtyme  hia  good  ia  drowned  ia  Jie  see  /  949 

And  som  tyme  comef  if  sauf'  vn-to  fe  londe  / 

Pees  quod  my  lord  fie  uexte  tyme  I  wol  fonde  / 

To  bringe  oure  craft  al  in  anof er  plyte 

And  but"  I  do  sire  let"  me  haue  fe  wyte 
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Xe  euery  appel  )uf  is  fair  af  ye 

Ne  ifi  nof  good  what*  so  men  clappe  or  ci^e  965 

Bight*  BO  lo  faretli  if  amongea  t8 

He  ^atf  seme})  'wiaeaf  ty  leans 

la  moaP  fool  whan  it/  come^  to  ]«  pieoP 

And  he  f&V  semeth  treweaf  is  a  ]>eef  969 

Tbaf  schol  je  knowe  er  ^  I  fro  jov  wende  / 

^j  Jiat*  I  of*  my  tale  haue  maad  an  ende  / 

\No  break  in  the  SfS.] 
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[THE  TALK] 

Titer  is  a  cbanotm  of  loligioun 

Amouges  vb  wold  infecte  a1  a  tonn  973 

Though  it  as  gref  were  aa  was  Niniue 

Rome  alisauudro  troye  and  ojwr  pK  j 

ha  sleightf  and  his  infinite  falsnesflo  / 

Ther  coujie  no  man  writen  as  I  gesso  977 

Though  ^af  he  mighte  lyuen  a  ^nsand  jeer 

Of  al  ^is  world  of*  falsheed  nys  his  peer 

For  in  his  termes  he  wol  him  so  wynde  [im/tai 

And  spelce  hia  wordes  in  so  sleygh  a  kynde  981 

whan  he  comune  schal  wi^  eny  wig&f 

That"  he  wU  make  him  dote  anoon  rigbt^ 

But^  it  a  feend  be  as  hiioscluen  is 

Ful  many  a  man  hath  he  bygiled  et  this  985 

And  wol  if  |iat/  he  lyue  may  a  while  / 

And  jof  men  ryde  and  goon  fnl  many  a  myle  / 

Him  for  to  seeke  and  haue  his  aqueintannce  / 

Noughf  kuowyDg<  of  his  false  goaeinaanc« 
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This  tale  was  noV  oonly  told  for  joir 

Buf  eek'  for  ofer  moo  je  woof  wel  how  1001 

Thaf  amongi  crbte  aposUes  twelue  / 

Ther  was  no  tntytour  buf  ludaa  himselue 

Than  whjr  schulde  ^e  remeuaunf  haae  a  blame 

That  gulteles  were  hy  jow  I  say  )ie  same  1005 

Baue  oonly  ^is  if  ye  wol  herkene  me 

If  any  ludas  in  joure  couenf  be 

Bemewe  him  by  tyme  I  jow  rede  / 

If"  schame  or  loa  may  causen  eny  drede  /  1009 

And  be^  no  ^ing*  diaplesed  I  ]ou  pray 

Buf  in  |iiB  caas  herkene])  whaf  I  say       IF  Nanat 

IN  londoun  was  a  presf  an  annueler 
Thaf  >er  In  duelled  haddc  many  a  ;cr  1013 

which  was  bo  pleaaunt*  and  so  scruisable  / 
Vnto  Jw  wyf"  wher  as  he  was  at  tabic 
Thaf  ache  wolde  auffro  him  no  fiinf,"  for  to  pay 
For  bord  ne  clofing*  went^  lie  neuer  bo  gay  lOlT 

And  spendyngi  siluer  liad  he  rigfif  ynough  [ii^m.tari-] 
Therof*  no  forco  I  wol  proceJo  as  now 
And  telle  forf  my  tale  of  fe  chanoun 
Thaf  brought  ^is  prest*  to  confusioun  1021 

This  false  chanown  cam  vpon  a  day 
Tnto  ^e  pieates  chambie  wher  he  lay 
Biseching*  bii"  to  lene  him  a  certeyn 

Of<  gold  and  he  wold  qu;f  hif  him  ageyn  1025 

Lene  me  a  mark*  quod  he  buf  dayca  ])ra  / 
And  af  my  day  I  wil  it  qnyte  ^e  / 
And  if*  80  be  )>at  }qh  fynds  me  fala 
Ano^T  day  bong/  me  vp  by  ])B  hals  1029 

This  preaf  him  took<  a  mart  and  fmf  as  awithe 
And  ^is  Cbanoim  bim  ^ankid  ofte  ai^e 
And  took'  his  leue  aadNrente  for^  hia  wey 
And  atte  )iridde  day  orougbf  hia  money  /  1033 

And  to  ]ie  presf  he  took"  ^ts  gold  agayn 
Wher-of>  ^is  piesf  was  wonder  glad  and  fayn 

Cttn.  TALES— BARL.  !   D 
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Ccrtes  quod  he  no  ^ing'  iumoye)i  me 

To  Icne  a  man  a  noble  or  too  or  ynf  1037 

Or  wlmf  ^ing/  were  in  my  poraeuioiin 

whan  he  bo  txcwe  is  of'  condicioun 

Tlmf  in  no  wise  he  hreke  wol  his  daj 

To  such  a  man  I  can  neuer  eaj  nay  1041 

what*  quod  ))is  chanoun  schold  I  be  mtrewe! 

Nay  fat  were  fing"  I-fkllen  of  fe  newe  / 

Troupe  is  a  Jiin^r^  pai!  I  wol  ener  kepe  / 

Vnto  fvaf  day  in  which  fs-V  I  Bchal  crepe  1040 

In  to  my  graue  and  elles  god  forbede  / 

Ililiciielh  fis  as  siker  as  jour  credo  / 

CckI  fank'  I  and  in  good  tymo  bo  iV  aayd 

Tliaf  ^cr  was  neiier  man  ]cf  euel  a-payd  1049 

Fur  gold  ne  eiluer  fiaf  he  to  me  lent 

Ko  noucr  fulshed  in  myn  heit<  I  ment 

And  sire  quod  he  now  of<  my  prinete 

Syn  ;o  so  goodlich  haue  be  mto  me  lOSS 

And  ky^ed  to  me  so  giet<  gentileece 

Som-wlioP  to  qiiyte  wiji  joure  kyndenease 

I  wil  50W  schewe  and  if  jow  luet/  to  leie  pMniq 

[•I  wil  jow  teche  pleynly  the  maneie^]      P-'^j^j"**'  lOST* 

how  I  knn  werkcn  in  philoeophie 

Takith  good  heed .  }e  schul  seen  wel  stf  ye 

That*  I  wol  doon  a  maystry  ei  I  go 

3e  quod  Jie  presf .  je  sire  and  wol  je  bo  1061 
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How  orUtea  poeple  he  may  to  muchief'  bringe 

God  kepe  ts  from  Ida  tais  disBimUynge  /  1073 

vhaf  wiatfl  fia  preet/  wi])  whom  Jiaf  he  delta 

Ife  of  his  hanu  comyTig<  he  no  ^iag  felte 

0  seely  presto,  o  sely  Innocent  / 

in^  coneytiM  uioon  Jion  achalf  be  blent/  1077 

0  gracelee  ful  Uynd  ia  )iy  conceyt 

JHo  )iing<  art?  Jmu  war  of  Jra  deceyf 

which  ^at  ])ia  fox  I-echspen  ha^  to  ^ 

his  wOy  wienches  y-wis  ^u  maist^  not*  fle  1081 

wherfor  to  go  to  ^  concloaioun 

Xhaf  lefeireth  to  ]iy  conrasioun 

Tnhappy  man  anoon  I  wil  me  hie  / 

To  tellen  ^in  Yswitte  and  |)y  folye  /  1085 

And  eet  ^  folanesse  of  faf  ojwr  wrecche  / 

AIb  ferfor^  as  my  connyng<  wol  strecche  / 

This  ChanouD  was  my  lord  ;e  wolde  weene 

Sire  osf  in  faith  and  by  ))e  heuen  queene  /  1089 

It^  was  ano)«t  chanoun  and  nof  he 

Thaf  can  an  hundred  fold  more  subtUte 

he  hath  bifarayed  folkee  many  tyme  / 

Of  his  fabes  it  dallith  me  to  ryme  1093 

Ener  when  I  epeke  of  his  falshede  /  [iM/in.hi  *i 

For  schame  of  him  my  cheekee  wexen  reede/ 

Algatee  fay  hygynne  for  to  glowe  / 

For  reednes  haue  I  noon  rijt/  wel  I  knowe  /  1097 

In  my  viaage  for  fumes  dinerae 

Of  metals  which  je  ban  me  herd  rahene 

Consumed  and  waated  ban  my  reednesse 

Kow  tat  heed  of  ])ia  chanoima  ciinednesse  /  1101 

Sir  quod  he  to  ^  preslf  let'  joni  man  goon 

For  qnyk*  sHuei  })at/  we  it  badde  anoon 

And  let*  him  bringe  ounces  tuo  or  thie  / 

And  whan  he  come^  as  fasta  achul  je  see  /  1105 

A  wonder  ))ing<  which  je  Bangh  nener  er  )is 

Sin  quod  ]ra  piesf  it  aohal  be  doon  I-wis 
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He  bod  his  semaanf  fecclie  hiu  his  ^ingea 

And  lie  al  rcJy  wax  at  his  biddyngos  1 109 

And  n-ent^  him  forlb  and  com  anoon  agayu 

wi|i  |)is  qiiyk'  ailucr  achortly  for  to  sayn  / 

And  tuok<  ^cse  ounces  fira  to  ))e  chauoun 

And  he  it  Inyde  fairo  and  wel  a  do»a  1113 

And  bad  ^o  sfruannf  coles  for  to  bringe 

That/  ho  anoon  migfiP  go  to  hia  werkynge 

Th(!  coles  rijjhf  anoon  weren  I-fetP 

And  pia  chanoun  toof  out  a  ctoscletl'  1117 

Ouf  of  his  bosom  and  schewcd  it  |n  prest 

This  instrumcut  quod  be  which  ^t  ^u  seat 

Tak<  in  ^in  hond  and  put  ^iaelfi  Jkt  Inne  / 

Of'  fie  quyksiluer  an  vuce  and  her  byg}'niie  1121 

In  J>o  name  of"  criat  to  was  a  philosophro  / 

Tlii;r  byii  fill  fowo  whiche  JtaP  I  wol  ptofre 

To  scbewo  hem  fius  moche  of  my  science 

For  JO  Bcliul  seen  hcct  by  espenence  1125 

Tliaf  fiis  quiksilucr  I  wol  mortifye 

liiylit'  in  jouro  eight  anoon  wi)iouten  lye  / 

And  make  it  as  good  siluer  and  as  fyn 

As  fer  id  any  in  joure  pura  or  myn  1129 

Ur  ellos  wher  and  make  it  malleable  / 

And  ullcs  holdi'th .  me  fals  and  vnabla  / 

Amonges  fulk"  for  cuer  to  appcero  /  Vnfifn 

I  liaue  a  pouiU-r  hetr  f:if  cost*  aie  deere  1 135 
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This  preat/  af  fis  cursed  chanouna  biddyog* 

Vppon  ^e  fuyr  aaoon  sett«  fis  ^iug*  1145 

Ai).d  blew  ^e  fuyr  and  busied  him  ful  faat/ 

And  )>is  cbanoun  in  to  fie  croslef  cosf 

A  poader  noof  I  wber-of'  f&V  it  was 

I-maad  oufier  of  chalk"  oufer  of-glas  1H9 

Or  BoiD  whaf  elles  was  noujf  worji  a  fiye 

To  blfDde  wi^  fia  presf  and  bad  him  hya 

These  coles  for  to  coucheu  al  aboue '. 

The  croialet/.  for  in  tokenyng*  I  }6  loue  1153 

Quod  fis  chanoun  fin  oughne  handes  tuo 

Schal  wircbe  al  fiing<  which  ^at  sclial  be  do 

Graunt*  mercy  qiiod  fie  prcst'  and  was  ful  glad 

And  couchede  coles  as  fe  chanoun  bad  1157 

And  whil  be  besy  ivaa.  fis  feendly  wrcccho 

This  false  chanoun  fte  foule  fceiid  hitn  fccche 

Out*  of  his  bosom  took*  a  bechen  colo 

In  which  ful  subtilly  was  niaad  an  hole  /  1161 

And  fier-In  put"  was  of  silner  lymayle  / 

And  vnca  and  stopped  was  wifoute  fnyle 

Thie  hole  with  wex  to  kepe  fe  lymail  In  / 

And  vnderstondith  fiat  fiis  false  gyn  1 165 

was  nof  maad  fier  buf  if  was  maad  bifore 

And  ofwr  fringes  I  achat  telle  more  / 

Her  afterward  which  ftaf  ho  with  him  brougEf 

Ir  he  com  fieie  to  bigyle  him  he  >ought  /  1169 

And  BO  he  dedo  er  fay  wente  atwynna  [fn^iir,  »<K>t] 

Til  he  had  tomed  bini  coufe  he  nought  blynne  / 

It^  dullef  me  whan  fiaf  I  of  him  speke  / 

On  bis  falshedefayn  wold  I  me  wreke  /  1173 

If  I  wist  how  bnf  he  is  heer  and  fiere 

he  is  BO  varianV  he  byt^  no  where  / 

Buf  takef  heed  now  sires  for  goddes  loue 

Be  toot  his  cole  of  which  I  spak"  abone  /  1177 

And  in  his  bond  he  bar  it  priuely 

And  whiles  fe  presto  couched  bysily 
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The  coles  as  I  tolde  jow  ct  ^ia 

This  chanonn  sayde  freend  je  doon  amja  1181 

Hiis  is  nol^  couched  aa  it  oughte  be 
Baf  Eoone  I  scbal  amenden  it  quod  be  / 
Now  WV  me  nielle  }ier  with  but  a  while  / 
For  of  jow  haue  I  pitee  by  seinf  Gile  1 189 

Je  been  right*  hoot  /  I  ae  wal  bow  jo  sweta 
haue  beer  a  clo^  and  wype  o-vay  ^e  wete 
And  whiles  fiat  |)ts  ptesf  him  wyped  haaa 
This  chanouD  took*  bia  cole  I  schrewe  bis  fass  1189 

And  layd  it  abouen  on  ^  mfdwaid 
Of'  ^B  croslet/  and  blew  wel  aitenrwd 
Til  ^at*  fe  colea  gonne  faste  bienne 

Now  jeue  vs  drinke  quod  )h9  chanotm  ^enne  /  1193 

AU  8wi|)e  al  scbal  be  wel  I  vndertoke 
Sitte  we  doun  and  let*  tb  meiy  make  / 
And  whan  ))e  chanouns  becbene  cole  / 
was  brenf  al  pe  lymail  outf  of  ]m  hole  1197 

In  to  )>e  crosselef  anoou  fel  a  douo 
And  so  it  inoate  needes  by  lesoon 
Sins  it  so  eucn  aboue  coached  was 

Buf  ^r  of<  wisf  ^e  preaf  no  Jiing<  alias  1301 

He  demed  alle  )«  colts  I-liche  goods 
For  of  fB  eleighf  he  no  ^ing<  Tndeistood 
And  whan  ^is  alcamister  saugb  his  tyme 
preaf  qaod  ho  and  stonde  byt 
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But  go  with  }oa  tmd  come  mf  ym  agayn 

Tho  chamboT  dore  Bchortly  for  to  sayn  1217 

Thay  opened  and  Bcbette  and  wente  for|i  hete  weye 

And  forth  vith  hem  ]iey  caiyed  ]»  keye  / 

And  cornea  agayn  wi^nten  eny  delay  / 

vhftf  Hcbuld  I  tarjr  al  ^e  longo  day  1221 

he  took'  |)e  chalk/  and  schop  it  in  )ie  wise  / 

Of  an  Ingot'  as  I  schal  jow  denyse  / 

I  say  he  took*  oatf  of  his  oughae  aleene 

A  teyne  of  aUuer  euel  mot'  be  cbeeue  1225 

which  ^t'  was  buf  an  vnce  of*  wigllt' 

And  take^  heed  now  of-  his  cursed  sligfitf 

he  schop  bis  Ingot/  in  leng^  and  in  brede  / 

Of"  fis  teyne  wifouten  eny  drede  1239 

So  eleighly  |iat<  ^e  presf  it  nonghf  aspyde 

And  in  his  aleeue  agnyn  he  gan  it  hyde  / 

And  fro  ^e  f uyi  ho  took*  vp  bia  mat«ere  / 

And  in  to  Jie  Ingof  pup  if  with  mery  cheere  /  1233 

And  in  to  fe  watir  vessel  be  it  caat^ 

whan  ^af  him  list  and  bad  fits  prest  as  fast^ 

Loke  what"  fer  is  put  in  fin  bond  and  grope 

Thou  fynde  fei  ailuer  schalf  as  I  hope  /  1237 

what*  deuel  of<  belle  schold  it  elles  be  / 

Schanyngi  of  silner  silner  is  par  da 

He  putte  in  bis  bond  and  tot  vp  a  teyne 

Of  ailaer  fynand  glad  in  euery  veynei  1241 

was  ^is  presf  whan  he  saugb  it  was  so 

Goddes  blesayngi  and  his  nodres  also 

And  alle  halwes  haue  je  aire  chanoun 

Beyde  )>e  presf  and  I  her  malleonn  1245 

Bnf  and  ja  voncha  aanf  to  teche  me  [>M/iit,  »<h»i 

This  nobil  craff  and  J^is  snbtilite 

I  wil  be  jonre  in  al  ^f  euer  I  may 

Qnod  fis  chanoun  jef  wol  I  make  oasay  1249 

The  secoond  tyme  ^V  je  mow  taken  heede 

And  ben  experf  of  Jris  and  in  jour  neede 


Ano)ioi  day  joui  self*  in  myn  abaenoe 

This  discipline  and  ^is  crafty  science 

Lef  take  anolbor  vnce  quod  he  ]k> 

Of*  quyksiluer  wi])outen  woidca  mn 

And  do  {wT  with  as  je  haue  doon  er  ^is 

vi]/  |)af  ojior  which  now  ailner  is 

The  prcsf  him  busyeth  in  al  ^af  he  can 

To  doun  as  yie  chonoun  })ia  cnraed  man 

Comaunded  him  and  fast«  blew  fe  fuyr 

For  to  come  to  thefitict  of  his  desyr 

Aud  Jiis  chanoun  ii),'hf  in  )>e  mene  while 

Al  rcdy  was  f is  presf  eff  to  bygile 

And  for  a  countcnaunco  in  his  bond  bar 

An  holow  stikkc  tak  keep  and  be  war 

In  ^cndo  of  which  an  vnce  and  no  more 

Of"  siluor  lymail  puf  was  as  bifore 

was  in  his  cole  and  stopped  wi|i  wex  wel 

For  to  kepe  in  his  liinail  euery  del 

And  whil  f  e  prcst/  was  in  bis  besynesse 

TIjis  chanoun  with  his  stikke  gan  him  drease  / 

To  him  anoon  and  his  pouder  cast*  In 

As  he  dedo  er  fie  deuel  ouf  of  hia  skyn 

him  torno  I  pray  to  god  for  his  falshede 

Fur  he  was  ouer  fab  in  oth  and  deeds 

And  wiji  fis  atikke  alone  Jie  croslef 

That*  was  ordeyned  wi)>  fiaf  false  get^ 
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And  to  )>e  chanottn  he  profred  eff  soone 

Body  and  good  )e  quod  fe  chanoun  soone  /  1280 

TKnugh  pore  I  be  crafty  poa  scholf  me  fyuda  / 

I  ivame  )ie  ;et^  is  ^er  more  bybynde 

la  ^r  any  copei  her  Inne  qnod  he 

je  Kir  quod  y'la  presf  I  trowe  )ier  be  1293 

£11<'S  go  bye  aomaad  ^at^  oa  swithe 

Now  goode  sire  go  forth  }j  way  and  hythe 

he  went/  his  way  and  with  ))ia  coper  cam 

And  yw  chanoun  it  in  his  hondes  nam  1297 

And  of  that"  coper  weyed  ouf  buf  an  ounce 

Al  to  simple  is  my  tongue  to  pronounce 

The  minister  and  of  his  witt  pa  doublenesse  / 

Of  fia  cbanoun  roote  of  cursodncsse  1301 

he  aemed  frendly  to  hem  paif  know  him  noiiglil? 

Buf  he  was  fendly  bofo  in  werf  and  Jtoughf 

If  worief*  me  to  telle  of  Iiis  fulsnesse  / 

.And  najieles  jit  wol  I  it  cxpresse  1309 

To  ^at  eateut  men  may  be  war  pet  by 

And  for  noon  ofer  cause  trewely  / 

he  put  ^is  vnce  of  coper  in  )ie  croslef 

And  on  pe  fuyr  als  swithe  he  ba^  it  bbV  1309 

And  cast  in  pouder  and  made  ^e  preat/  to  blows 

And  in  his  worching*  for  to  stoupe  lowe 

As  he  dede  er  and  al  nas  but  a  iape 

Bigbtfas  him  liaPJie  presf  he  made  his  ape  /  1313 

And  aftcrwaid  in  ^e  ingof  he  it  casl^ 

And  in  po  panne  pntte  if  atte  last/ 

Of  water  and  in  he  put  his  owae  bond 

And  in  his  sleene  as  je  byforenhond  1317 

herde  ma  telle  he  had  a  siluer  teyne 

he  sleygbly  took*  it  ouf  ^ia  cuiaed  heyne 

Tnwitynge  ^is  presf  of  hia  false  craft/ 

And  in  p»  pannes  hotme  he  haji  it  laff  1321 

And  in  pe  water  rumhieji  to  and  fro 

And  wonder  priuely  toot  vp  also  ('*v  \t»,  i-tt} 
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The  coper  tejae  nonght  kiiow7iig<  fit  pieeV 

And  hidde  it  and  bent*  him  hj  }«  brest/  1325 

And  to  him  epat  and  ^ua  saj'de  in  his  gmme 

Stoupeth  a-dotin  by  god  ;e  ben  to  blams 

helpef*  me  now  aa  I  dede  jow  whil  or 

Put*  in  jonr  hond  and  loke  vhat  is  ^  1339 

This  presf  toold  vp  fia  siluer  teyne  anooa 

And  ^nnc  sajde  ])e  chanoun  let  T8  goon 

wi^  ^ese  ^re  teynes  whiche  ^af  we  han  wroaght^ 

To  eom  goldamyth  and  wite  if  it  be  oughf  1333 

For  by  my  faith  I  nolde  foi  myn  hood 

Bul^  if  )>ey  were  ailuer  fyn  and  good 

And  )Nif  as  swi^  proued  schal  it  be 

Vnto  fe  goldsmith  wif  fese  teynes  fre  1337 

Thay  wenf  and  putte  ))eae  t«yne8  in  assay 

To  fuyr  and  bamer  migbf  no  man  say  nay 

£ut'  fiay  were  as  hem  oughte  be 

This  Bott«d  prest*  who  was  gladder  ^an  he  //  1341 

was  neaer  brid  gladder  agayn  f  e  day 

Ife  nightyngale  in  ^a  seaoun  of  may 

was  neuer  noon  f  af  ]iat«  better  to  synge  / 

Xe  lady  lustier  in  carolynge  1345 

And  for  to  speko  of  loue  and  wommanhode 

2fe  knygliP  iu  annes  doon  an  hardy  deede/ 

To  Btonde  in  grace  of-  his  lady  deera 

Than  hadde  (lis  prcsf  fia  craft"  for  to  lere 
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Sire  at^  a  word  i^  ^at  je  luetf  it  bane 

}a  sohol  paj  toaitj  potmd  so  god  me  sane  /     [iitfue]  1361 

And  nera  ^  frendschipe  Jrat  je  dede  er  ^i* 

To  ma.  ;e  sohalde  paye  moie  I-tcyt 

lliia  presf  ]ie  somme  of  fonrty  pound  anooti) 

Of  uoblea  fette  and  took  hem  eueiTchooa)  1366 

To  ^ia  chanoun  for  Jiis  ilt  reoeyV 

Al  his  werkyngi  nas  bntf  ftande  and  deceyt/ 

Sire  presf  he  seyde  I  kepe  haae  no  loos 

Of  toy  craff  for  I  wold  it  kepf  were  olooa  1369 

And  as  ;e  loueth  me  kepe]>  it  secre 

For  and  men  knawe  /  al  my  eotilte 

By  god  men  wolden  hane  so  greV  enuye 

To  me  by  cause  of  my  philosophie  1 373 

I  schulde  be  deed  ^r  were  noon  o))er  weye 

God  it  forbede  quo)  fe  presf  whaf  seye 

jef  had  I  leuer  spenden  al  |)e  good 

which  fftf  I  haue  and  elles  wax  I  wood  1377 

Than  ^at  jo  schulde  falle  in  such  mcachief 

For  jour  good  wil  sir  haue  je  righf  good  pre^f 

Quo^  fie  chanoun  '  and  fat  wel  graiint  mercy 

he  went  his  way  sud  neuer  ^  presf  him  sey  1381 

After  )>is  day  and  whan  ^at  ])is  presf  scholde  / 

Maken  assay  at  snch  tyme  as  he  wolde  / 

Of  Jiis  leceyf  far  wel  it  wold  nof  be  / 

lo  ))ns  byiaped  and  bygilf  was  he  1385 

Thus  make^  he  his  Introduclioun 

To  Ininge  folk*  to  here  deetmocioun 

Conddereth  aiiM  how  ^t  in  ech  astaaf 

Bitwize  men  and  gold  }et  is  debaat  1389 

So  feiforth  )iaf  vnns^  ^r  is  noon 

This  multiplying!  t)ienf  ao  many  oon 

Thaf  in  good  faith  I  trowe  ^t  it  be  / 

The  cause  gretteef  of  whieh  skaiaete  1393 

FhilosophrM  speken  so  mistyly 

In  fia  craff  ^f  men  conne  aof  oom*  ^  by 
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For  any  wUt  faf  men  han  now  on  dayes 

TKey  may  wel  ckiteren  as  doon  ^ese  byes  1397 

And  in  here  tenncs  Bett«  lusf  and  peyne 

Buf  to  her  purpoa  schul  Jiay  neaer  atteyne  lifa/at,taekj 

A  man  may  lig&tly  leme  if  be  haue  ought 

To  multiplie  and  bringe  bis  good  to  nougbt  1401 

Lo  each  a  lucre  ia  in  fia  lusty  game/ 

A  mannea  mitfe  it  wol  tome  in  to  gramo  / 

And  empte  also  grete  and  beuy  purses 

And  make  folk"  to  purcbace  cuTsea  1405 

Of"  hem  yaif  han  ber  good  ^er-to  I-Ient 

O  fy  for  achame  fay  faf  haue  be  brent 

Alloa  can  fay  not  fle  fe  fuyrea  beta 

}e  fat^  it  vsen  I  redo  je  it  lete  1409 

leat^  }e  lesen  al  for  bet*  fan  neuer  ia  late 

Keuer  to  f  Hue  were  to  long"  a  date  / 

Tbougb  je  piollc  ay  ]b  achul  it  neuer  fynde 

Je  ben  aa  bolde  as  is  bayard  fe  bJynda  1413 

Thaf  blundref  forf  and  peril  caateth  noon 

be  ia  aa  bold  to  renne  a^ayn  a  atoon 

Aa  for  to  go  bysides  in  f e  wey  / 

So  fare  }e  fat"  multiplie  I  aey  1417 

If  faf  joure  yjen  can  nougbt'  seen  arigBt^ 

loke  fat  }oure  myndo  lakke  nougbf  his  sigbt^ 

For  f  ougb  je  loke  neuer  so  brode  and  stare  / 

Je  schul  noughP  wynne  vpon  faf  cbaffare  /  1421 
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Biif  liif  be  vitli  his  bio^er  knowlecMng' 

how  ^f  be  which  paV  &iaif  sayd  ^is  ying  1433 

Of  philoeophrea  fader  was  hermes 

lie  saiji  bow  ^  dragonn  douteles 

he  dye^  noughf  but  if  fait  he  be  skyn 

wi^  bis  bro)ier  and  ^t  is  for  to  sayn  ['•q^iii]  1437 

By  ^e  dragoun  mercury  and  noon  o^r 

be  vnderetood  and  brimatoon  be  his  broker 

That  out  of<  sol  and  luua  were  I-drawe 

And'^rfore  sayde  he  take  heed  to  my  sawe  /  1441 

Lef  no  man  besy  him  ])is  aTt^  to  secbe  / 

BuV  iKvf  he  thentencioun  and  speclie  / 

Of  pbilosophrea  ynderatonde  can 

And  it  be  do  ho  is  a  lewed  man  1 145 

For  {lis  sciens  and  fiis  connyng<  quod  he 

Is  of"  fe  secre  of  aecretj  par  de 

Also  fer  was  a  disciple  of  plato 

Tbaf  on  a  tyme  sayde  his  maistcr  to  1449 

As  his  boob  somer  wil  here  wituesse 

And  ^is  was  his  demaunde  in  solbfastuesso  / 

Tel  me  Jie  name  of  fe  priue  stoon 

And  plato  answered  vnto  bim  anoon  1453 

Take  )ie  stoon  Jial^  titonos  men  name  / 

vhich  ia  ^aP  quod  be  magnasia  ia  Jw  same 

Sayde  plato  je  sire  and  is  it  ^us 

This  ignotua  pet  ignotius  1457 

what  18  magnasia  good  air  I  jon  pray 

II^  is  a  water  Jiat  is  msad  I  say 

Of  elementss  fouie  quod  plato 

Telle  me  ]»  rooche  good  siie  quod  he  ^o  1461 

Of  ^f  water  if  it  be  ]our  wille 

Nay  nay  quod  plato  certeyn  ^at;*  I  nylle 

The  philoeophres  sworn  were  euericb  oon 

That*  tbay  scholde  discooere  it  vnto  man  noon  I46S 

No  in  no  book"  it*  write  in  no  manore  / 

For  Toto  crista  it  is  so  leef  and  deete 
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That>  he  wi]  not  ^  it  duconerad  be  / 

Baf  wher  it  like)  to  hii  deita  /  1469 

Uan  to  enspira  and  eet  for  to  defenda 

whom  fnff  him  like)  lo  )ii  ii  )e  ends 

Than  condade  I  )iis  ajn  god  of^  henene  / 

Ke  wol  nol?  }aV  )e  philoaophies  nenene  /  1 473 

how  pnV  a  man  schal  come  vnto  ^  atoon 

I  rede  BB  for  |n  beste  let^  it  goon  Omfwt,kmAj 

For  who-ao  make)  god  hia  adaenaiie 

As  for  to  werke  eny  )ing<  in  contraiie  1477 

Ynto  hia  wil  ceites  neuer  schal  he  )riiie 

TfaoDgh  )at<  he  mnltiptie  tenne  of  al  hia  lynn 

And  )er  a  poynf  for  ended  is  mj  tala 

God  send  euery  trewe  man  boote  of  hia  hale  /  1481 

H  Here  endeth  )e  chanouna  ^eman  hia  tala 

[No  bnak  in  the  MS.] 
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GROUP  a    FRAGMENT  IV. 

$  1.    THE  DOCTOR'S  TALK 
TtAHT.HTAW  KB.  TSU  (BritUh  Miueuia). 


V  And  here  b]^^neth  ^  tale  of  ^e  Doctor  of  ot  phbik* 

Ter  Traa  as  tellej*  Thitns  lyuiua  1 

A  knighf  ^nf  cleped  was  virginieuB 
Fulfild  of  honours  and  of*  wor))ineB 
And  Btrong*  of  frenJea  and  of  gref  rJchea  4 

A  donghter  he  Iiadde  by  hU  wyf 
And  neaer  ne  badde  he  mo  in  al  bis  lyf 
Fair  waa  fia  mayde  in  excellenf  beaute 
Abone  euery  wighf  thaf  men  may  se  8 

For  nature  ha)i  wi^  souerejD  diligence 
I-formed  bir  ui  so  gret  excellence 
Aa  Jioagh  Bche  wolde  saj  lo  I  nature 
(oa  can  I  forme  and  peynte  a  creature  IS 

whan  fiat/  me  lust*  who  can  me  counterfete 
^gmalion  noi^f  ^ngh  he  alwey  forge  and  bete  / 
Or  grane  or  peynte  for  I  du  wel  layn 
appollns  jephenu  ichnlde  wiicha  in  vayn  19 

To  giane  or  psynte  or  forge  &  bete 
If  ^y  presumed  me  to  ooonterfete 
For  he  )iat  is  ^  former  principal 

b>^  maad  ma  hii  vikei  general  30 

To  forme  and  peynte  er|>ely  creature 
Bighf  as  me  Inaf  al  Jiing'  ii  in  my  ran 
Ynder  fw  moone  ^f  may  wane  and  wixe 
And  ita  my  werke  noting*  wol  I  axe  Si 
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Mj  L-jrd  and  I  ben  f  iUJt  aP  lowrl 
I  maf]«  bir  to  ^  vonehip  of  mj  lotd 
80  tl<i  I  aiU  mrn  of*r  cnAlorea 
wtuf  colour  fat-  fay  b«rn  or  what  fignics  / 
TboB  eemcf  me  ^r  natoR  wolde  ny 
Tliis  mav'Ie  wu  uf  age  twelf*  jet  and  twaj 
In  which  faV  aatan  haf  snche  delile 
For  right'  aa  Khe  can  peynle  a  lUi  white 
And  roJy  a  row  rig&f  with  ETtch  pejntntc 
8<.-hfe  pcynt^d  ha^  fia  noble  creature 
Er  BcLe  was  born  rpoo  her  limM  fre 
were  ah  bri(;hf  as  such  colour  scbnlde  be 
And  phebuB  ileyeil  had'le  fatK  tresses  giete 
I'lj'k*  to  pe  stremes  of  liis  homed  bete 
And  if  flat*  cKC^Uent  was  hir  beaut« 
A  fousand  fold  more  vertuous  vas  ache 
And  hire  ne  lakkeji  no  condicioun 
Tliut*  ie  to  prej'se  as  by  diecreciotm 
As  wel  in  bo-ly  as  gooaP  chaEt«  was  sche 
For  which  sclie  floured  in  virginite 
with  all''  hutnilite  and  abstinence 
with  alle  attcmperaunco  and  pacienc« 
with  raesure  ei-lc  and  bcryng'  of  array 
I>iiicrct'  schc  was  in  answeryng*  alway 
Though  Bclic  were  wia  pallas  dar  I  aayn 
hir  Tiicound  eek"  ful  wommanly  and  playa 
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And  of  hir  oughne  vertu  vnconatreigned 

Sche  ha^  ful  ofte  tyme  hire  seet  y-feyned 

For  ^af  Bche  wolde  fleen  fie  companys 

vher  likly  was  to  treten  of*  folye  64 

AaiA  atf  festes  leuelss  and  at  dannces 

That^  ben  occasionna  of  daliannces 

Snch  \aiigea  maken  cbildten  f ot  to  be  / 

To  BOone  lype  and  bold .  as  men  may  se  /    C'>Vin.  tee»]     68 

which  U  ful  p«rilouB  and  haf  ben  jore 

For  al  to  BOone  may  eche  lerne  lore 

Of  boldeneese  vban  ache  is  a  wyf< 

And  36  mayetresses  in  joure  olds  lyP  73 

Thal^  lordes  dougbtres  han  in  gouemaurtce 

'Se  tale^  of  my  word  no  dieplesaunce  / 

Thinges  )iat  ben  eeV  in  gouernynges 

Of  lordes  doujtrea  oonly  for  tuo  (lingea  /  7fl 

On]wr  for  je  ban  Itepf  jout  honcste 

OJwr  elles  for  je  ban  falle  in  frelote 

And  knowe  wel  y-nougfi  }>e  olJe  daunee 

And  conne  forsake  fully  rocscbaunce  80 

For  enermo  ferfore  for  oris  tea  sake  / 

kepej)  wel  )>o  ^af  je  vndertake 

A  Jieof  of  Teneaoun  faf  ba>  (oilaff 

his  licorooBnBBse  and  al  bis  thenes  crafV  84 

Can  kepe  a  forest'  besf  of  eny  man 

ITow  kepe  hir  wel  for  and  je  wil  je  can 

loke  wel  to  no  rice  }e  aasenf 

leet^  je  be  darapned  for  ;our  wikked  entent  88 

For  who-BO  do^  a  traytour  ia  certayn 

And  take^  keep  of  )>af  ^af  scbe  acbal  eayn 

Of  al  treaoon  sonereyn  pestilence 

I>  whan  a  wighf  bytrayeth  Innocence  92 

Je  fadies  and  je  modrea  eek*  also 

Tboogb  )e  ban  children  be  if  oon  or  mo 

Jonre  is  fe  charge  of  al  her  anfferannce 

vhilee  Jtay  be  vnder  jour  gouemannce  /  06 

CANT.  TAUS. — HARU  S  X 
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Ik'tli  war  (laf  by  enaample  of  jonie  Ijnynga 

Ou|)CT  by  necgligeoM  in  chaatuynge 

Thaf  [lay  ne  periscbe  fur  I  dar  wel  aejo 

If*  fap  pay  doon  je  scbul  ful  aora  abeje  100 

viider  a  scb>:pbeTd  aoft«  and  necligent 

Tlie  wolf  liaj)  many  a  scbep  and  lamb  torenV 

Suffice^  ooD  ensample  nov  as  here 

For  I  moot"  tume  ajein  to  my  matiere  104 

Tliis  mayde  of  which  I  teU«  my  tale  expiease 

So  kept"  hir  self*  hit  nedcd  no  maystresae  Umftat} 

For  ill  hir  ]}'uyng<  maydens  mighte  lede 

As  in  a  book*  euery  good  word  and  dede  /  108 

Tlinf  longe^  vnto  a  mayden  Tertnoos 

Sclie  wna  bo  prudent*  and  ao  bonnteons 

For  Jie  ivliich  ouP  pprong*  on  eueiy  eyde  / 

ISojje  of'  hir  bcnule  and  bounte  wydo  112 

Tliaf  (lur^h  pe  lond  (pay  prayseU  hir  ilkoone  / 

Tliaf  louede  vertu  saue  enuye  alloone  / 

That"  aory  ia  of  o[ter  mennea  wele  / 

And  glad  is  of>  his  sorwe  and  vnhele  116 

The  doctor  made  ))ia  descripcioitn 

This  maydo  wento  vpon  a  day  in  to  ^e  tonn 

Toward  pe  temple  with  hit  modet  deere 

As  is  of  jonge  innydcnes  pe  manere  120 

Kow  woa  Jjcr  a  lustice  in  pe  toun 

That"  gonernonr  was  of  fat  Regioun 
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For  certes  by  no  fon  ne  hy  no  meede 

him  ^nghf  he  vos  nof  able  for  to  speede  / 

For  scha  was  strong*  of  fnndea  and  eet  ache 

Conformed  Tras  in  euch  sonerayn  honnte  136 

Tbaf  wel  he  wisf  he  mighf  hir  nener  wynne 

Aa  fat  to  make  hir  with  hir  body  ayime 

For  which  wi])  gref  deliberaciotin 

he  seat  after  a  clerks  was  in  )ie  toon  1 40 

The  which  he  knew  for  subtil  and  for  bold 

This  luge  vnto  )n  clerk*  his  tale  ha^  told 

In  secre  wyes  and  made  him  to  assure 

He  scbnide  telle  it  to  no  creature  [ix^tsa,  twjt]  144 

And  if*  he  dede  he  schulde  lese  his  heed 

whan  faV  assented  was  |iia  cursed  reed 

Glad  was  the  luge  and  made  glad  cheere  / 

And  jaf>  him  jlftes  precious  and  dcere  /  liS 

wban  Bchapen  was  al  )iia  conspiracye  / 

Fro  poynt  to  poynP  how  fat  las  locherie 

Farformed  scholde  be  ful  subtilly 

As  JO  schul  here  afterward  openly  /  132 

hom  gop  fia  clerk*  fat  highte  Glaudiua 

This  false  Inge  yaV  highte  apius 

So  was  his  name  for  it  is  no  fable 

But  knowen  for  a  storial  Jiing*  notable  1  ad 

The  sentence  of*  bitf  so^  ia  out  of  donte 

Hus  false  ingge  gof  now  fast^  aboutd  / 

To  haatra  his  delif  al  Jiaf  he  may  / 

And  so  bifel  aoone  after  on  a  day  IGO 

This  folse  luge  as  telle^  va  ^  story 

As  he  was  wont  saV  in  hia  consistory 

And  jaf  hia  domea  vpon  sondry  caas 

This  false  clerk*  com  forth  a  ful  good  paas  1S4 

And  saide  lord  if  Jut  it  be  ]Onr  wille 

Aa  dof  me  rigltf  vpon  ^ia  pltous  bille 

In  which  I  pleyne  ypon  viigilius 

And  if  be  wile  aeyn  it  is  noi^t*  yaa  1G8 
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I  wil  pruue  hit  and  fynde  good  witneaae 

Tliat  aof  is  fat  my  bulle  wol  expresse  / 

The  luge  answerd  of"  }iia  in  hla  absence 

I  may  Dof  jiue  ditfinityf*  sentence  172 

he  do  him  calle  and  I  wol  gladly  biere 

Thou  achalf  baue  alle  right"  and  no  wrong'  heere 

Virgin! us  com  to  wite  fe  luggea  wille  / 

And  right"  anoon  waa  red  fis  cursed  bille  176 

The  sentence  of"  hit  waa  as  ;e  Bchul  heere 

H  To  jow  my  lord  aire  apiua  so  deere 

ScheweJ)  joure  pore  aeruaunt*  Claudius 

how  faf  a  knighP  called  Virginiua  ISO 

Ajeiiis  )ia  lawB  ajena  alls  equyte  / 

holdeth  expresse  ajcinst  fe  wille  of"  me  pa^riM] 

My  aeruaunf  which  fat"  my  thral  is  by  right 

which  fro  niyn  lious  was  stolen  on  &  nig&t  ISl 

whiles  Bche  was  ful  jong"  f)at  wol  I  preue 

By  witnesse  lord  bo  [lat'  jo  jow  not*  greue 

Sche  is  nought  his  dou3ter  what^  bo  he  say 

wherfore  to  jow  my  lord  fe  lugge  I  pray  188 

Jclde  mo  my  JiraH  if  fat  it  be  jour  willa 

lo  Jiis  was  al  (le  sentence  of"  (te  bille 

Virgineus  gan  vpon  fe  clerk"  byholde 

But"  hastily  er  ho  his  tale  tolde  102 

he  wolde  hauc  proued  it  as  schold  a  knigtl' 

And  eck*  by  witncssyng"  of"  maay  a  wighf 
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M oate  by  force  hia  deerQ  doa^ter  jiaen 

Ynto  ^  lage  in  lecchery  to  iToen 

he  go^  him  horn  and  aette  him  in  hia  halle  / 

And  leef  auoon  his  deere  donjter  calle  /  208 

And  wi)>  a  face  deed  as  aisshen  colde 

Tpon  hir  bumble  face  he  gan  bybolde 

vith  fadres  pits  stikiDg*  ^orugh  bis  herte 

Al  iTolde  he  trom  hia  purpoa  not  connerte  /  213 

Dougbter  qnod  he  vtrginea  by  fy  name 

Ther  ben  tuo  weyes  ey)«r  de|)  or  schame 

Thaf  ^a  most'  auETre  allaa  ^at  I  waa  bora 

For  neuer  )h)u  deseruedesf  wherfore  216 

To  deyen  with  a  awerd  or  with  a  knyf* 

0  deere  dougbter  ender  of  my  lif* 

which  I  haue  fostred  vp  with  auch  plesaunce  ■ 

Thaf  ^u  nere  oute  of  niy  Temcmbraunce     ['M/iH,»att:]  220 

0  dougbter  which .  fat  art  my  laste  wo 

And  in  f  is  lif  my  laate  ioyo  also 

0  gemme  of  chaatite  in  pacieiice 

Tak*  foM  fy  detb  for  jiis  is  my  sentence  224 

For  lone  and  nof  for  hate  |)ou  most*  be  deed 

My  pitous  hond  mof  amyten  of  Jiin  heed 

Alias  ]iaf  euer  apiua  |)e  ^ay 

Thus  hef  he  falsly  lugged  ])e  to  day  228 

And  told  fair  al  )ie  caaa  as  je  bitoie 

ban  herd,  it  nedeth  nought*  to  telle  it  more 

Mercy  deere  fader  quod  f  is  mayde 

And  with  faV  word  ache  faof  s  hir  armea  layde  /  232 

Abonte  hie  nekke  as  ache  was  wont  to  doo 

The  teeres  brasf  oaf  of  fair  eyjen  tno 

And  sayde  goods  fader  icbal  I  dye 

Is  ther  no  gisce  is  ^r  no  remedye  S36 

No  certeyn  deere  donghter  myn  qnod  he  / 

Than  jene  m«  leue  fader  myn  quod  sohe  / 

My  de])  for  to  compleyne  a  litel  space  / 

For  par  dy  leffa  jaf  bis  donjter  grace  340 
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For  to  compleyne  «r  h«  hir  dongb  mllu 

And  God  it  voot  no  ^tng*  wu  hii  titapm 

Bur  ^r  5che  ran  Iiir  fader  fint/  to  ae 

To  welcome  bim  wilh  giet  solempiiita  214 

And  with  fiaf  wonl  a  swoon  Bche  fel  anoon  / 

And  after  whan  hir  swownyng*  waa  agoon 

ScliL'  rise^  Tp  and  to  hir  fader  n]rde  / 

llloftsed  be  god  f  af  I  sclial  deye  a  mayde  /  343 

Ji'uo  mc  my  Jeth  er  (tat*  I  haae  a  Bchame 

I>o  with  }ouT  child  jour  wille  a  goddee  name 

Atiil  with  fiaf  word  sche  prayed  him  ful  ofte 

Tli;>r  wi|i  his  swerd  he  schulde  smyta  hii  aofte  252 

And  wij)  faf  word  on  swoune  doun  ache  fel 

hir  f.ider  with  ful  sorvrful  herPand  fel 

liir  lllx^d  of'  $moot'  and  br  ^  lop  it  henta 

And  to  ye  luge  big.in  if  to  preseuta  256 

As  )k'  sat*  in  his  doom  in  conciatory 

ivhaii  the  Itigc  it  say  as  sai))  the  storj  iitfimj 

bi^  Imd  take  him  and  honge  him  faste 

]!iif  ri-hl'  nnoon  nlle  pe  poeple  in  ^rast*  /  260 

'I'd  rtiimi  Jjo  knight^  fur  rou)te  and  for  pita 

I'lir  kiiowon  waa  fe  fida  iniquite  / 

Tlio  ]Kn-]i]i'  nnoon  bad  auspecf  in  ^ia  [ling' 

ISy  nidiitT  of'  [lis  clfrkes  chalengyng*  361 

Tliiit'  it  was  by  thassent*  of  apius 

TliLit'  wisle  wcl  fat?  ho  was  leccheroua 
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Her  may  men  se  how  s^rnne  hath  his  merite 

Be  war  for  no  man  woot'  bow  god  wol  emyte  / 

In  no  d^ra  ne  in  which  maner  wise 

The  worm  of  conscience  wol  arise  380 

Of  wicked  lyf  ^ngh  it  so  pryue  be 

That*  no  man  woot'  of*  it  hnf  god  and  he 

wher  yaV  he  be  lewed  man  or  lered 

He  notf  how  soone  ^f  he  may  be  afeied  281 

Therfore  I  rede  jow  this  couuseil  take 

Foiaakith  synne  /  er  aynne  yow  foisake 

Y  Here  endetb  ^  Doctor  of*  phisiqu^  his  tale 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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%  And  hera  bjgyimeUi  ^  prologs  oP  tbo  Pardoner  / 

On-re  ost  gan  swere  as  be  wen  wood 
harrow  i^aod  he  hy  najlee  and  by  blood 
This  was  a  curaed  ^f  a  fola  luBtiM 
Ab  Echeadful  de^  u  herte  c&n  deniaa 
So  falle  rpon  hU  body  and  bia  boonea 
The  deuel  I  bjkenne  him  al  at  oones 
Alias  to  deeie  boughte  ache  hir  beanta 
wherfore  I  say  fap  alle  men  may  se  [to«rmw»«* 

Tbaf  }iftes  of  fortune  or  of  nature  / 
Ben  cause  of  delb  of  many  a  cieatnre  / 
]iir  beaute  was  hir  de^  I  dar  wel  aayn 
Alias  so  pitoualy  as  he  was  alayn 

I 

nogapintht  MS-I 

But"  trewely  myn  owne  maiater  deen 
Tbis  was  a  pjtous  tale  for  to  heera 
But  na^eles  pas  ouer  ^is  is  no  fota 
I  pray  to  god  to  eaue  ])i  gentil  corpa 

[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS^ 
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Myn  htrV  u  biosV.  for  pite  o^  f&b  mayde 

Thow  pardoner  )H>a  belamjr  he  nyde  / 

Tel  TB  ft  tftle  for  ^n  canatf  many  oon 

If  ecbal  be  doou  qnod  he  and  ^f  anoon  320 

Buf  first*  qnod  be  her  hV  fia  ale  stake  / 

I  wU  firsf  drjnke  and  bjf  on  a  cak« 

Buf  r^bf  anoon  ^  gentila  gan  to  crie 

Kay  let  him  tellen  tb  no  ribaodye  Hi 

Tel  VB  som  moral  ^og*  ^f  we  may  Ieei»  / 

Gladly  quod  he  and  aayde  as  je  achal  beera 

Buf  in  ^  cappe  wil  I  me  be^nke 

-ypcoi  Bom«  boneaf  tale  wbil  I  drinlce  /  838 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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H  Narrat 

LOrdyngs  quod  he  in  chirche  whan  I  preche 
I  peyue  me  to  haue  an  bautejn  speche  / 
And  ryng"  it  out  aa  lowd  as  do^  a  belle 
For  I  can  al  by  rote  >af  I  telle  332 

My  t«eme  is  alway  ooi)  and  euer  was 
Itadix  omnium  nialoruiii  est^  Oupiditas 

Firef  I  pronounce  whennes  ^V  I  coma 
And  ]iftnne  my  bullea  schewe  I  alle  and  some    [r«^ias]   336 
Oure  liege  lordes  seal  vpon  my  patent 
Thaf  schewe  I  firef  my  body  to  warent/ 
That  no  man  be  so  hardy  preaf  ne  cleric 
Me  to  destourbe  of  cristea  holy  werlC  340 

And  after  faP  fan  tel  I  forth  my  tales 
Bulles  of"  popes  and  of"  Cardynales  / 
OP  patriarkes  and  of  bisahopa  I  schewe 
And  in  latyn  speke  I  wordes  fewe  /  344 

To  sanore  with  my  predicacioun 
And  for  to  stere  hem  to  deuocioun 
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And  it  is  hool  anoon  and  forjwr-mon 

Of  pokkes  and  of  Bcabbe  and  waery  sore  / 

Sclial  en«ry  achaep  be  hool  ^f  of  fia  welle 

Thaf  drynketh  a  dnughf  tak<  heed  eek<  what*  I  telle     360 

If  Jtaf  ^e  goode  man  ^af  }t  beesV  owe^ 

wol  euei?  Tike  er  )iaf  ])e  cok<  him  ctowe^ 

Fastynge  dtjnke  /  of  pis  welle  a  draiig&f 

As  ^ke  holy  lev  oure  eldres  tanghf  361 

His  beestes  and  his  stoor  scbal  mnltiplie 

And  sires  also  it  kelith  lalouaie 

For  ^oiigh  a  man  be.ful  in  ialoue  rage 

let'  make  v'if  (lis  water  bia  potage  368 

And  aeuer  Bchal  he  more  his  wyf  mys  trist 

^ougB  he  )>e  soji  of  hir  defaute  wisf 

Al  hadde  sche  take  prcates  tuo  or  pre 

her  is  a  meteyn  eek<  paf  }a  may  see  373 

he  Jrat^  his  honde  put*  in  pis  metayn 

he  Bchal  baue  multiplying*  of  gmyn  [i«/ia6,»act] 

whan  he  bap  sowen .  be  it  wbete  or  otea 

So  pat*  JO  offre  pans  or  elles  grootea  376 

And  men  and  wontmen  oon  ping<  wame  I  jotr 

If  eny  wigtf  be  in  pis  chiroho  now 

Thaf  bap  doon  synne  onible  pat  he 

Par  nougltf  for  schame  of  it  schryuen  be  380 

Or  ony  wontman  be  ache  jong^  or  old 

Thaf  hath  y-maad  hir  housbond  cokewold 

which  folk*  Bchal  baue  no  power  ne  grace 

To  ofFre  to  my  lelikes  in  pis  place  384 

And  who  so  finf  him  onf  of  snche  blame 

Tbay  wol  come  vp  and  o£Ere  in  goddes  name 

And  I  assoile  hem  by  pe  anctorite 

which  paf  by  bulla .  was  I-giaunted  me  388 

By  pis  gaude  bane  I  woima  eoery  jeei 

An  hundred  mart  syn  I  was  pardoner 

I  stonde  Iik<  a  clerk'  in  my  pnlpit 

And  whan  pe  lewed  poeple  is  doun  I-sef  392 
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I  pieclie  HO  as  je  haua  herd  bifore 

And  telle  hem  an  hondred  lapes  mon 

Than  peyne  I  me  to  strecche  for^  my  necks 

And  est  and  west  vpon  pe  poeple  I  beUce  396 

Aa  do^  a  donfe  syttyng<  on  a  1>erne 

Myn  hondes  and  my  tonge  goon  so  jeme 

Thaf  it  is  ioye  to  se  my  busynesse 

Of"  auarice  and  of*  such  curaednesse  400 

Is  al  my  preching"  for  to  make  hem  fie 

To  jeuo  here  pans  and  namely  to  to  me 

For  myn  entanf  is  nought  buf  for  to  wynne 

And  no  Jting-  for  correccioun  of  ^ynne  40i 

I  rekke  neuer .  when  ^lay  ben  I-beryed 

Though  ^t<  here  eoules  gone  a  blakeberyed 

For  certes  many  a  predicacioun 

Comeji  ofte  tyme  oP  euel  entencioun  408 

Som  for  plefiauns  of<  folk*  and  flaterie 

To  ben  Buaunced  by  ypocrisio 

And  som  for  veine  gloir  and  aom  for  hate 

For  whan  I  dar  nof  o|ier  iveys  debate  litfon  412 

Than  wil  I  stynge  him  with  my  tonge  smerte 

In  pieching*  so  |)at  he  schal  nof  asterf 

To  be  dtlfamed  falsly  it  Jiaf  he 

ba^  trespast  to  my  bie))eren  or  to  me  416 

For  ^ough.  I  telle  not*  his  prapre  name 

Men  echal  wel  knowe  ))at  it  is  fe  same  / 
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Buf  tboogH  my  self  be  gnlty  in  }o  iyime 

Jit  can  I  make  o)ier  folk  to  twynne  / 

From  anarica  and  BOone  to  repent 

Buf  ^t/  i»  nof  my  principal  entent  433 

I  preche  no  fraff  bat  for  coneitiee 

Of<  pii  matier  it  oagbt  Inough  snffise 

Than  telle  I  hem  enaamplee  many  oon 

0^  oIJa  ^inges  longe  tyme  agoon)  436 

For  lened  poeple  lonen  tales  olde 

which  (linges  can  ^ay  wel  reporf  and  hdde  / 

vhaf  trowe  je  whiles  I  may  preche 

And  Wynne  gold  and  siluet  for  I  teche  440 

Thaf  I  wil  lyae  in  pouerf  wilfully 

Nay  nay  I  ^ugttf  it/  neuer  trewly 

Fur  I  wol  pieche  and  begge  in  sondrj  lond(« 

I  wil  do  no  labour  witi  niyn  hondes  444 

Ne  make  basketis  and  lyae  )ier  by 

By  cause  I  wil  noughf  begge  ydelly 

I  wol  noon  of*  thapoBtles  counterfete 

I  wol  bane  money .  wolle  chese  and  whete  /  448 

Al  were  it  jeuen  of  fe  preetea  page 

Oe  of*  fe  poresf  wydow  in  a  village  [i«/in.*w«] 

And  schold  hir  children  stenie  for  famyn 

Ifay  I  wol  drinke  licour  of*  ^  wyn  492 

And  haue  a  ioly  wenche  in  euery  toun 

Buf  herknej)  lordyngea  my  conclnaioun 

^onie  likyng*  ia .  ^  I  schal  telle  a  tale 

Now  hane  I  dronk'  a  draughf  of*  corny  ale  /  456 

By  god  I  hopa  I  acbal  telle  )ow  a  fiing* 

Thai'  acbal  by  raaoun  be  af  jour  liking* 

For  ^ngh  myeelf  be  a  f ul  vicioua  man 

A  moral  tale  jit  I  jow  telle  con  4C0 

which  I  am  wonf  to  pieche  for  to  wynn. 

Now  h(dd  joor  pees  my  tale  I  wol  byginns 

[Pariiat  break  of  one  line  in  the  MS.] 
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SSaiai 

2T  Flaundrea  whilom  was  a  companye  / 
Of  jonge  folkes  p&V  liaonted  folye  46 

As  ryot*  haaatct  stywes  and  taaemeB 
wher  as  wi}  lutea  harpes  and  gytemes 
Thay  daimce  and  play  at  de«a  bo^  day  &  night 


And  ete  also  and  drynk  ouer  her  migfif 

Thurgh  which  ^ay  doon  ^e  deuyl  sacrifise 

wiJiiDue  ye  deuelea  temple  in  cursed  wise 

By  superfluite  ahhomiiiable 

her  othes  been  so  greet  and  so  dampnable 

Tbaf  if  is  grisly  for  to  hiere  hem  swere 

Our  blii>ful  loi'des  body  ^ay  totere 

hem  {loughte  lewes  renf  him  noujf  y-nougb 

And  ech  of  hem  af  ofierea  synne  lougK 

And  righf  anoou  peT  come  tombest«ris 

[ 

no  sap  in  Ihx  MS.] 

Whiche  ^aV  ben  verray  fie  deuelea  officereit 
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whan  he  of^  wjn  was  repleef  at  hia  fest  Ptr>»l 

Kighf  at  hia  onghne  table  ptf  his  hest 

To  ete  ^  baptisf  lohn  ful  giltelee 

Seneca  aei^  a  good  word  doutelee  492 

he  ssdf  he  can  no  difference  fjnde 

Bituyx  a  man  fat  ia  oat  of  his  mynde 

And  a  man  ^  which  is  dionkelewe 

But  Jiatf  woodnes  fallen  in  a  schnwe  49C 

Peraetiereth  lenger  faa  doth  dronken&esse 

0  glutonye  fal  of  cotsidnesse 

0  cause  iirsf  of*  onte  confusiottn 

0  origiual  of  oui«  dampnacioiin  000 

Til  criet  had  bonght*  oaf  wi)i  his  blood  agayid 

lo  how  deie  schoitly  for  to  sayn 

Aboiighf  was  first/  (lis  cursed  feloaye 

Corupf  was  al  fis  world  for  glotonye  504 

Adam  onr  fader  and  his  wyf<  also 

Fio  pamdya  to  labour  and  to  wo  1""™™"  MlXwISiSii 

were  dryuen  for  fat  vice  it  is  no  drede     li^JJ^"!^'""'" ''"^ 

for  whils  ^at^  adam  fasted  as  I  rede  608 

he  was  in  paradia  and  whan  fiat  ho 

Eef  of  fo  fruyf  defendit  of  a  tn 

he  was  ouf  caaV  to  wo  and  in-to  peyne 

O.'glotony.  wel  ongtf  ts  on  fo  pleyne  fil3 

O .  yrittf  a  man  how  many  maladyes 

Folwith  of  excesse  and  of  glotonyes 

he  wolde  be  ^  moie  mesnnble 

Of  his  diete  aittyng-  af  his  table  018 

Alias  f»  schorte  Jwote  ^  tendie  tiioa|) 

Hskeli  >at<  £sf .  Weef.  norOt  and  south 

In  er^  in  watii  in  ayer  man  to  swynke 

To  gete  a  aely  glotoun  mete  and  drynke .  520 

Of  }in  matier  o  ponl  wel  canstow  trete 

Mete  Tnto  wombe  and  wombe  vnto  mete     ^™  '"■^  ^  rnur 

Schal  god  destroyen  bojie  as  powel  saij)       *  "i"  ii-inBt  *«. 

AUaa  a  fonl  Jing"  is  it  by  my  fai^  024 
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To  say  fiia  word  /  and  fonlei  ia  )«  dede 

whan  men  so  dtjnke  /  of  ^  whyf  and  lede  ^SJSSETT" 

Tbaf  of  hia  |irote  ho  maki)  his  priue  itmnm,im^j 

ThurgS  ^ilko  cursed  superAulte  6SS 

Thapostil  wepynp  saij  ful  pitonsly 

Ther  walkith  maay  of"  which  y>a  told  htae  I 

I  say  if  now  wepyng"  wif  pitoua  vois 

Thay  aro  enemys  of  cristes  croys  /  63S 

OP  which  (le  endo  js  deth  wombe  is  her  god 

0  wombe  /  o  bely .  o  atynkyng"  ia  fi  cod 

Fulflld  of  dong*  /  and  of  comipcioun 

Af  ey^er  eade  of  ))e  fool  is  ^e  soun  636 

how  gref  cosf  /  and  labour  is  fe  to  fynde  / 

These  cokes  how  fey  stamp  and  streyn  and  grynde  / 

And  tome  subataunce  in  to  accident 

To  fuIHlle  /  fy  licocous  taleot  640 

Ouf  of  fe  hardo  boonea  gete  fay 

The  mary  for  (lay  caste  noujf  away 

Thaf  may  go  |)urgh  ^o  golef  aofte  and  soote 

Of  spiccry  and  leuys  bark*  and  roots  944 

8clial  ben  his  sauce  maad  to  his  delyt/ 

To  make  bim  baue  a  newe  appetite 

But'  ccrtcs  he  fiaf  hatinte^i  auche  delicea 

Is  deed  fet  whiles  Jiat  he  lyuef  in  vices  64S 

5  fing'  is  wyn  and  dronkenesse 
Is  fill  of'  slryuytij^  and  of  wrecchednt 
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He  can  no  counsel]  kepe  it  is  no  drede 

Ne  beep  jow  from  )n  white  and  from  ^e  rede 

Jfamelf  fro  )«  vhite  wyn  of  leepe 

That<  is  to  selle  in  Fleetstreef  or  in  Chepe  S64 

This  wyn  of  Spayne  ciepith  aubtily  iin/ien 

In  oJ>er  wynes  growyng*  faste  by 

Of*  which  ^r  riseth  such  fumosito  / 

Thaf  whan  a  man  hath  dronke  draughtea  fra  /  01)3 

And  weneth  ^at^  he  be  at<  hom  in  Chepe 

He  is  in  Spayne  righf-af  fe  toaxi  ot  lepe  / 

Ifoiighf  al^  ^e  Bochel  ue  af  Bardeatix  tonn 

And  ^anne  wot  )iai  say  Sampsoun  Sampsoun .  572 

Buf  berken  lotdyngs  o  word  I  ;ou  pray  / 

That*  alle  |ra  souerayn  actes  dar  I  say 

Ot  victoriea  in  pe  olde  testament 

TbaV  ^lugb  fw  verray  god  omnipotenf  676 

vera  doon  in  abstinence  and  in  pray  ere  / 

Lokith  ^e  bible  and  pet  jq  may  it  hicrc 

Loke  atthila  fa  grete  conquoraid' 

Deyd  in  hia  sleep  with  schnrao  and  dishonour  580 

Bleedyng)  ay  af  hia  nose  in  dronkencsse  / 

A  captayn  achuld  ay  lyue  in  sobrcnesse 

And  oner  al  this  atyse  }ow  r^hf  wel 

whaV  was  comannded  vnto  lamuel  58 1 

Kongbf  somuel  but*  lamael  say  I 

Bedith  fe  bible  and  fyndef  exprosly 

Of  wyn  jenyng'  /  to  hem  faff  ban  luatice 

TSo  mote  of  ^ia  for  it  may  wel  suffice  583 

And  now  I  haue  I-spoke  of  glotonye  / 

TSotr  wil  I  jow  defeode  basardrye 

%  Hasaid  ia  verray  moder  of  lesynges 

And  oi*  deceipf  of  onned  forsweringes  592 

Blaspbeme  of  crisf  manslangfil?  and  wasf  aUo  /! 

Of  catel  and  of  tyme .  fortber  mo . 

If  is  reproef  and  contrail  to  bonour 

For  to  be  halde  a  comon  baaardoui  59Q 

CUIT.  TALES. — BABU  t   V 
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And  euer  fe  heyer  he  is  oP  astaal? 

The  more  is  he  holdcn  deeolaat? 

If*  faf  a  prince  vse  htuardrie 

In  alle  gouernance  and  policie  £00 

He  is  as  by  comun  opinioun 

Holde  )ie  las^e  in  reputacioua 

Stilbon  fiat'  was  I-liolde  a  wis  embasitow     tt*vi»,tmetj 

was  serif  in  to  Corinthe  with  greP  honour  (joj 

Fro  lociUome  to  make  hir  alliatmce 

And  whan  him  cam  him  happede  par  cbauncA  / 

That-  alle  (te  grettesf  jiaf  were  oP  fat'  lond  / 

Playing'  attc  liasard  he  hem  fond  60S 

For  whith  as  soone  as  it  mighte  be 

He  stal  hiiLi  hoom  ajein  to  his  contre 

And  aaide  tlicr  I  nyl  nou^t'  lese  my  name 

I  nyl  cof  tiike  on  me  so  gref  diffame  612 

Jow  for  to  allie  vnto  noon  haaardoures  / 

Sciideth  ofiern'ise  embasitoures 

For  by  my  troufe  me  were  leuer  dye 

Than  I  ;ow  acholdc  /  to  hasardoura  allye  /  S|6 

For  jB  fat*  hen  so  glorious  in  honourea 

Schal  nop  allio  jow  with  haaardourea 

Ab  by  ray  wil  /  ne  as  by  my  trete 

This  wise  philosophre  f^us  sayd  ho  620 

lo  eet  faf  fe  king'  Demetrius 

The  kingt  of  Partlies  as  fe  sailh  vs 
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The  hyhe  god  forbad  8weryDg<  at'  at  / 

vitnes  on  Tfatliew  hatf  in  special 

Ot  sweryng"  saith  [le  holy  leremye 

Thoa  achalf  say  soth  >in  opee  and  nof  lye  636 

And  sveie  in  doom  and  eelC  in  nghtwisnt-a 

But*  ydel  aweryng*  is  a  cmsednea 

Uibold  and  m  ^r  in  ^e  fiiste  table 

Ot  hihe  goddea  hesto  honuisble  /  640 

How  f&V  ]w  Beconnde  bests  ia  this  iitnriM] 

Talc  nof  in  ydel  ne  his  name  amya 

Lo  ho  rather  forbedith  saoh  sweryng" 

Than  homicide  ot  many  a  coised  p'mff  644 

I  say  as  by  order  fua  it  stondith 

This  knoweth  ho  ^at  ^  hestee  Tndeiatondelh 

how  Jnt  pa  second  hesf  of  god  is  that 

And  foT^ermore  I  vol  p«  telle  a  plaf  648 

The  Tegance  schal  nof  parte  fro  his  houa 

Thaf  of<  his  othes  is  outrageous 

By  goddes  precious  herf  and  by  his  nayles 

And  by  }e  blood  of  crisf  ))at/  is  in  hayles  Qji 

Seuen  is  my  ohaunce  and  also  cink*  and  tray 

By  goddia  srmes  and  ])ou  falsly  play 

This  daggera  schal  ^urgh  ))in  herte  goo 

This  fmyf  come|i  of"  fe  bicchid  boones  tuo  656 

Fonwering*  lie  /  falsnes  homicide  / 

Now  for  )m  lone  of  crist  ^f  for  va  dyde 

leueth  joute  othis  bo|)e  gnV  and  smale 

Bat  nrea  now  wol  I  telle  for])  my  tale  660 

These  liottoun  ^  /  of  which  I  jou  tellu 

longe  erst^  ^an  prime  tong<  eny  belle 

were  sef  hem  in  a  tanem  for  to  drynke 

And  as  )ny  sat^  ^ay  herd  a  belle  clinke  664 

Bifom  a  corps  was  caried  to  ^e  grans 

Thaf  oon  of  hem  gan  calle  Tuto  his  knaue 

Go  bef  quo))  he  and  axe  ledily 

what*  corps  is  fiat  passeth  her  for^  by  668 
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And  lokc  pon  report  his  name  wet 

Sire  quod  he  buf  ^t*  nedeji  neoer  a  del 

If  ivas  mo  told  er  ;e  com  heer  tno  honns 

Ho  was  par  dy  an  old  felaw  oP  jonrea  573 

And  eodoiiily  hs  was  I-slayn  to  nig&t* 

Fordronlc  as  be  saf  on  his  bench  Tptigtif 

Tlicr  com  a  priue  tbef  men  clepen  deth 

Tliaf  in  fia  centre  al  )<e  peple  eleth  £76 

And  with  his  apere  he  smof  his  bert'  a  too 

And  weiif  bis  way  wi^oute  wordes  mo 

lie  hn)i  a  (lousnnd  slaya  pia  pestilence  r'*^iM,»K»] 

And  niaLster  er  )e  come  in  bis  presence  /  680 

Hi:  [iinkc)>  p&V  it  is  ful  necessarie  / 

Tor  to  be  war  of"  such  an  aduersarie 

]luf)  redy  for  to  meete  bim  euermoie 

Thus  taught*;  me  my  dame  I  say  nomora  684 

l!y  stiiitc  mary  saydo  (le  tauemei 

The  child  Eai|>  so^  for  ho  ba^  slayn  Jiis  jeci 

Iluns  oucr  a  niyle  wijiiane  a  greV  village 

l!o|to  man  and  ivoniman .  child  and  page  688 

I  trowo  bis  babitacioKn  be  fere 

To  hen  auysed  gref  wisdom  it  were 

Er  pnt"  be  dudo  a  man  faf  dishonour 

JO  Roddis  armea  quod  fis  ryottour  692 

Is  it'  such  peril  with  bim  for  to  meete  / 

I  schal  liira  soeko  by  way  and  eet  by  strete 
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Aud  vp  ]iu  BtartTii  al  dron&e  in  Jtia  Tage  / 

And  for^  Jni  goon  towoides  ^f  yiUage 

Of>  wMch  f6  tanerner  h&f  spoke  bifom 

And  many  a  giisly  oth  )>an  ban  {lay  awom  708 

And  ciistes  bleased  bod;  }a.j  toTont 

Deth  schal  be  deed  if*  ^af  ^a;  may  him  bent 

Rigbf  as  ^y  woldo  haue  tomed  ouer  a  style 

whan  ^  ban  goon  nougbf  fully  a  myle  712 

An  old  man  and  a  pore  witb  bem  mett« 

Tbis  olde  man  fuimekely  bem  grette  / 

And  saide  ^us  lotdynges  god  jow  ao 

Tbe  proQdeaf  of  ^e  ryotourea  (iro  716 

Anawerd  ajein,  what*  carle  wi))  meschaunce^       iiturnu 

why  BTtow  al  forwrapped  sane  pi  face         ''.Jw'iI^it^iStui' 

whi  lyiieaV  ^ou  in  so  grct  an  age 

This  olde  man  gan  loke  on  his  visage  720 

And  saide  faa  for  ^at  I  can  not  fyude  / 

A  man  Jiougfi  p&tf  I  \Talke  in  to  Inde 

Kei^er  in  Cite  noon  ne  in  vill^e 

!rbaf  wol  cbatinga  hia  joii^e  for  myti  age  724 

And  ferton  moof  I  haue  myn  age  stills  / 

^B  longe  tyme  aa  it  is  goddes  'wille 

And  deth  alias  ne  wil  not  haue  my  liP 

Urns  walk"  I  lit  a  restelea  caytif"  728 

And  on  ^  gronnd  which  is  my  modres  gate 

I  knokke  vith  my  staf  eriy  and  late 

And  eaye  leeue  model  let*  me  In 

Lo  bow  I  wane  fleisch .  and  blood  and  skyn  732 

Alias  wban  schnln  my  boones  ben  at  resf 

Moder  with  jow  wil  I  cbaunge  my  chest/ 

That?  in  my  chamber .  longe  tyme  ha]i  be 

je  for  an  haire  clout/  to  wrap  in  me  736 

Bul^  }et^  to  me  ache  wil  nol^  do  )iat  grace 

For  which  fnl  pale  and  welldd  is  my  face 

But'  sires  to  )ow,  it  is  no  cnrtesye 

'^0  Bpeke  Tnto  an  old  man  vilonye  740 
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lint  lie  tresptts  in  word  or  elles  dede 

111  holy  writ"  je  may  jour  self  wel  reda 

A;l-us  an  oM  man  hoor  vpoa  his  h»de 

Je  schold  arise  wherefor  I  jow  rede  /  7^4 

Ne  doth  vzito  an  old  man  more  harm  now 

Na  more  pan  je  wolde  men  dade  to  jow '. 

1 11  ago .  if  faf  JO  may  bo  long"  abyde 

And  god  be  with  jou  /  whet'  so  je  go  or  lyde  748 

I  moot'  go  ^ider  aa  I  haae  to  goo 

Isay  olde  clicrl  by  god  thou  schill^  not  so 

Sayde  fat  ofer  hnsardour  anoon 

Thou  partisP  noujf  so  lightly  by  aeinf  lohfi  753 

Thou  spak*  right*  now  at"  foA  traytour  dep       ['>^rui,tad] 

Thaf  in  |>is  cantre  all«  oure  frendes  sle^ 

Ilaue  her  my  trouth  a?  ]>ou  art*  his  aspye  / 

Tel  whor  he  is  or  elles  fou  Bclialf  dye  /  758 

By  god  and  by  f  af  holy  sacrament/ 

For  so()ly  pou  art*  oon  of  his  assent 

To  schewe  vs  jonge  folk'  fe  false  theef 

Now  sires  fan  if  fnl^  ^ow  be  so  leeP  760 

To  fynde  dejt  torn  vp  fiia  croked  way 

For  in  faf  groue  I  lafP  him  by  my  fay 

Vnder  a  tree  and  fier  he  wil  abyde 

No  for  jour  host"  he  nyl  him  no  ping"  hyde  764 

Sc  jc  t)af  Qok*  right*  )ier  je  schuln  him  fyude 
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Brejieren  take^  keep  what  I  echal  say 

My  wiite  ie  gruf  ^ugB  Jtaf  I  bouide  and  play 

Thia  trcBour  lia)i  fortune  to  vs  }iueii 

In  miith  and  iolyte  oui  Ut'  to  lyuen  '  780 

And  lightly  as  It  coroth  so  wU  we  epende 

£y  goddis  precious  dignite  who  wende 

To  day  ^at^  we  schuld  haue  so  fair  a  grace 

But  might*  fiis  gold  be  caried  fro  ya  place  781 

Eom  to  myn  hous  or  ellis  vuto  jourea 

For  wel  I  wot<  ^at  ^is  gold  is  nnujt?  oures 

Than  were  we.  in  heyh  felicit« 

But  trewely  by  day  it  may  not<  be  788 

Men  wolde  say  )>aC  we  were  jienea  etronge  / 

And  for  oure  tresour  duon  vs  for  to  hou^^e 

This  treaour  moato  caried  be  by  nighf  [/<vi»tJ 

As  wysly  and  as  alely  as  it  might  793 

wherfore  I  rede  faP  cuP  among'  vs  alls 

Be  drawe  and  lef  se  wber  fe  cuf  wil  falle 

He  )>af  ba^  (le  cuf  viip  berte  bli)ie/ 

Scbal  lenne  to  |)e  toua  and  ))af  ful  switha  796 

To  bring*  vs  bred  and  wyn  ful  priuely 

And  tuo  of*  V8  scbal  kcpe  eubtilly 

Ttus  tresour  wel  and  if*  ha  wil  not*  tarie 

^han  it*  is  night*  we  wal  fia  tiesour  carie  600 

By  oon  assent*  ^r  as  vs  like^  best/ 

That  oon  of*  hem  ^e  cut/  brought*  in  his  fest/ 

And  bad  hem  drawe  and  loke  wber  it  wil  falle 

^nd  it  fel  on  fe  jongest*  of*  ham  alle  /  801 

And  toTf  toward  )»  toon  be  went  anoon 

And  al  so  soone  as  he  was  agoon 

That*  oon  of<  hem .  spalc  vnto  ^at  o)eT 

Thpw  wost/  wel  )rat?  foti  art*  my  awome  bro^  606 

Thy  profyt?  wol  I .  telle  f  e  anoon 

Thow  woef  wel  yaff  oar  felaw  is  a-goon 

And  her  ia  gold  and  ^if  ful  gret  plente 

Thai?  Bchat  departed  be  among*  vs  ^re  /  812 


B';7  :afc'Lrta  if  I  on.  Koape  it  m> 

T^jr  r;  i^icnited,  were  bilrix  t3  too 

Lui  I  at:(7  ^;.3a  »  fr-oia  Um  to  >e  / 

Tb.17  I'^r  iRi-r^ci  I  =.<}»'  how  fiaf  my  he/ 

hi  w'.T  w^i  for  ^  ??iil  b  wif  T3  twaj 

w'z-i;  ji;b,:^'W  w^  faa  do  wiiv  KhnLl  wb  aay 

S-;LlI  L:  "w  ■.i;i:iiail  sayi-i  ft  ferste  sduewe 

A::  L  I  kLiI  it'll-;  f^  ia.  worlds  fewe  / 

wLi^  w<j  £cciu  'i'X>a  3=-I  bridge  it  wel  abonta 

I  2'r^zi.Zii  <^'i>i  yxr  oih^r  wifoate  doata 

T_ir  by  m.j  tr-.i^fi;  I  wii  ^  noa^lit  bjwiaj 

N.iw  .v->i  f^  i.-sr  f-jM  w»V  wel  we  ben  tw«y 

A:i'i  t^o  of  V3  icriala  fuen^r  be  fan  oon 

1-.'^  wLincie  h.«  is  m-  .ui'I  ^aV  aoooa 

ArT5  as  f-ja  woMesr  wi:b  him  pleye 

AnJ  I  sohil  n -f  him  ihatgb  ^  syJea  twej« 

^Iiilj  ^Du  su>^^le«C  wi^  hJTn  as  in  game       V'^ 

Aad  n'ilh  ^i  di^^r  loke  ^a  do  ^  same 

And  f'Lin  sl'LiI  al  )w  gold  departed  be 

Mv  dt're  fi^nd  bitwiie  fe  and  me 

TImq  may  \re  oiire  lustes  folfille 

And  play  af  dees  right  af  oni  owne  wille 

And  ()U3  accorded  ben  feae  schiewea  twayn 

Tu  ile  fe  |)Tidde  .  as  je  beid  me  sayn 

This  jun^tst,'  which  faf  wente  to  fe  tonn 

Ful  fj5f  ill  hcrt,'  he  roilitb  vp  and  doi 
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For  pia  witteilf .  was  his  eateat 

To  bIsd  hem  bo]ie  and  neuei  to  rapent/ 

And  forth  he  go^  no  lenger  wold  he  taiy 

In  to  ^  toun  vnto  a  potecary  /  852 

And  prayde  him  ^a,V  he  him  wolde  aelle 

Som  poysoun  fatf  he  mig&f  hia  rattis  quelle 

And  eet  [lei  was  a  polkat*  in  his  hawe  / 

As  he  aayde  his  capouns  had  I-slawe  /  898 

And  said  he  wold  him  wreke  iP  p&V  he  mighf 

On  vermyn  y^V  destroyed  him  by  night 

Thapotocary  aoswerd  and  |iou  schalf  hane 

A  ^ingi  ^f  aleo  god  ray  soule  aaue  860 

In  al  )>is  world  ^r  nys  no  creature 

Thaf  ete  oi  drank-  had  of  }ia  confecturo 

KougBt*  but*  pa  mouutaunce  of  a  coru  of-  whete 

Thaf  he  ne  achuld  hia  lif-  anoon  forlcte  /  864 

3e  aterne  he  echal  and  ^atf  in  lasso  while 

Than  fou  wilf  goon  a  paas  nof  buf  a  myle  / 

The  poysoun  is  so  strong*  and  violent  Cx^nn] 

Thia  corsed  man  ha)i  in  hia  bond  I-henf  668 

Thia  poyaonn  in  a  box  &  sins  he  ran 

In  to  ^e  nexte  stref  vnto  a  man 

And  borwed  him  large  hotels  ^re 

And  in  fe  two  his  poyaonn  poured  he  873 

The  Jirid  ho  keped  clone  for  hii  drynke 

For  al  Jie  nighf  he  scbop  him  for  to  awynke 

In  carying'  the  gold  out*  of<  ))af  place 

And  whao  ^ia  riotoni  with  sory  giaoa  676 

had  fillid  with  wyn  his  hotels  ^n 

To  hia  felawa  a^ein  lepaireth  he 

what'  nedith  if  to  aermoun  it  more 

Foe  right'  a«  ^y  had  cast/  his  deth  bifora  680 

Bighf  so  ^y  han  him  slayn  and  ^at  anoon 

And  whan  {tia  was  I-doon  Jian  apak<  }&V  oon 

ITow  lef  rs  drynk*  and  aitte  and  make  tb  mury 

And  Bi|i)>en  we  wil  hia  body  bety  684 
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And  afterward  if  happed  hem  pu  cw 

To  take  pe  botel  |>or  ^e  poysoun  wu 

And  drank"  and  jaf*  hia  felaw  drink*  aim 

For  which  fiay  stenied  b6(ie  tuo  8S8 

But-  certea  I  suppose  J«if  amycen 

ivrof  neuer  in  Canoun  ne  in  non  fen 

Mo  wonder  sorwea  of*  empoisonyng* 

Thus  hadde  ^ese  wrecchea  tao  here  endyng*  892 

Tims  endid  been  ^ese  homicides  tuo 

And  eek'  Jie  fals  empoysoner  also  / 

O  cursed  synne  ful  of"  ciiraednesae 

0  traytoroua  hoiiiiciJ3-  o  wikkedneasa  896 

0  glotony  luxuric  and  haaardrye  / 

Thou  blaaphemour  of  ctisf  with  vilanye 

And  o^ea  grete  at  vsage  and  ot  pride 

Allaa  monkynde  how  may  it  bytyde  900 

Ther  to  fy  creatour  which  fat"  fe  wrougfit' 

And  wiji  liis  precious  herte  blood  fe  bonghV 

Tliou  arf  so  fala  and  so  vukynde  alUa 

Now  good  men  god  foi^eue  jow  jour  trespaa  904 

And  ware  jow  fro  ^e  synne  of  auarica  iit^in,tmttj 

Myn  lioly  pardoun  may  jou  alle  warioe 

So  ^SkV  }e  oSren  nobhs  or  starlingea 

Or  elles  siluer  spones  brochea  or  ryoges  908 

IiowL|)  }our  hedcs  vnder  ))is  holy  bulla 

Compfi  foij)  je  wyues  and  olTreJi  jour  wolle 
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As  fiuT  aa  mf  man  in  Eogelond 

which  were  me  I-jeue  by  popoa  bond 

If  en;  of  pw  wol  of  deuocionn 

Offren  ftnd  haue  myn  abaolucioun  9H 

Cometh  forth  anon  kuelitb  her  a-doan 

And  ;e  scbul  haue  heie  my  pardoun 

Or  ellea  takith  pardoun  ae  )e  wende 

Al  newa  aad  freiasch  al^  eiiery  towoes  eiide  038 

So  ftp  je  oSren  alway  new  and  newe  / 

Ifoblea  and  pens  which  ^af  ben  good  and  trewe  / 

IV  is  an  honur  to  eaery  f)af  is  beer 

Thaf  may  haue  a  auffisaunf  paniuner  632 

Taasoile  )ow  in  contre  as  je  ryde 

For  auenturee  which  Jiat*  may  bytyde 

For  parannter  ■  Jwr  may  falle  ooii  or  tuo 

Donn  of  hU  hors  and  bri;ke  bis  nckke  a-liio  936 

luke  such  a  seurete  la  to  joii  alio 

That  I  am  in  jour  fel^schip  I-Ule 

Tfaaf  may  aesoyle  jou  bofe  more  and  Ihsub 

whan  Jiat  ])e  aoule  achal  fro  ]jc  bcniy  passe  910 

I  rede  ^at<  oure  boste  scha]  bygynne 

For  he  is  mosf  enuoliped  in  synne 

Com  for^  sire  oat'  and  offer  firsts  anoon  [in/'M] 

And  ^on  scbalf  kisse  ))e  reljquis  enerichoon  944 

Je  for  a  grote  vnhocle  )ii  purs 

2fay  nay  qnod  he  Jian  haue  I  cristea  cura 

lei?  be  qnod  he  it  achat  nof  be  so  theech 

Thon  woldest  make  me  kiase  )iin  olde  breech  918 

And  Bwere  it  were  a  relik*  of  a  seynl? 

Though  it  were  wi^  {)i  foundement  depeynt 

But*  by  fe  cros  which  yaif  seynt  beleyn  fond 

I  wold  I  had  ^y  coylons  in  myn  hood  952 

In  atede  of  rolika  or  of  aeintnary  / 

lef  cnt'  hem  of  I  wol  help  hem  to  cary 

Thay  Bcbnl  be  achryned  in  an  hogges  tord 

Thia  pardoner  answerde  naf  o  word  936 
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So  wrof  he  waa  ho  wolde  no  worf  Bay 

Kow  qaod  onre  host*  I  wol  no  lenger  play 

wip  Jie  ne  with  noon  o^er  utgiy  man 

Bat*  right*  anooa  ^is  worthy  knights  bygan  960 

whan  ^t  ha  saugh  f»t<  al )«  peple  lougb 

No  more  of  ^ia  for  it  is  rights  ynougll 

Sir  pardoner  be  glad  euuI  mery  of  cheere 

And  je  sir  hosf  ^at  hen  to  me  so  deera  961 

I  ]>ray  }0W  y&V  }o  kisse  ^e  pardoner 

And  pardoner  I  pray  jow  drawe^  jow  ner 

And  as  we  dade  let^  T8  laugh  and  play 

Anoon  fay  kiase  and  riden  forf  her  way  /  96d 

It  Here  endeth  fe  pardonetes  tale 

[JVb  brtxik  in  Ike  MS.] 
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GROUP  B.    0.  FRAGMENT  IIL) 

S  4.    THE  SHIFMAIT-S  TALK 


f  Here  bygTimeth  ^  Schipman  his  tale/ 

AMarchauat*  'whilom  direlled  af  aeint  Denys 
Tbaf  riche  was  fot  vhicli  men  bild  him  vrya 
A  wyf*  he  had  of  excellent*  beaute 
And  companable  and  reuerenf  was  ache 
which  is  a  fiing"  ))at  causoth  more  despence 
Than  worth  is  al  fe  cher  and  reucrence  1196 

Thaf  men  doon  hem  at*  festea  or  at  danncea 
Such  salutaciouns  and  continaunces 
Posseth  as  do)i  fe  schadow  on  a  wol 

But*  wo  is  him  ^at<  paye  moot*  for  ol  1200 

The  sely  houabond  algat*  mostc  pay  [iia/i^i.imti 

He  most*  vs  clo^e .  in  ful  good  array 
Al  fot  his  oughne  worachip  ticheJy 

In  which  array  we  daunce  iolily  1201 

And  if  )iaf  he  may  nof  parauentiire 
Or  elles  wil  not/  such  dispens  endure 
Buf  ))ynke])  it  is  wasted  and  I-losf 

Than  mool^  ano^r  paye  for  oure  cosl^  1208 

Or  lene  ts  gold  and  ^f  is  perilous 
The  wor^y  marchaunf  huld  a  noble  houa/ 
For  which  he  hadde  alday  gref  reptur 
For  his  largesce  and  fot  his  wyf>  was  fair  1212 

what'  wonder  is  hut  herkne])  to  my  tale 
Amonges  al  ^eee  gestes  grel?  and  smale  / 
Ther  was  a  monk*  a  fair  man  and  r  bold 
I  trowe  gritty  wyntet  he  was  old  1216 

ThaV  euer  in  eon  was  drawyng*  to  ^at  place  / 
This  jonge  monk<  ^al^  was  so  fair  of"  face 
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Aqueynted  was  bo  vi^  |w  goods  man 

Si^  )>at<  her  firsts  knowleche  bjrgan  1220 

Thaf  in  his  bona  as  familisr  was  bs  J 

As  if  possibtl  is  a  fread  to  bs 

Aad  for  as  mochil  as  )iis  goods  man 

And  eelc  )iis  moulc  of  wbicb  ^f  I  bygan  1224 

were  bofe  tuo  I-bom  in  con  Tillags  / 

The  monk*  bim  clajmetb  as  for  cosynags 

And  be  ajcin  he  saitb  oaf  oones  nay 

Blip  was  as  glad  fer  of  aa  foul  ot"  day  1 228 

For  to  his  berf  it  was  a  gref  plesannee  / 

Thus  ben  )iay  knyt^  wi)i  etems  aUiaance 

And  iJk<  of  bem  gan  o^er  to  assnie  / 

Of"  broferhed  whil  [tat^  her  liP  may  dare  1232 

Fre  was  daun  lohfi  and  manly  oP  despsncs  / 

Aa  in  ^af  bona  and  ful  of"  diligencs 

To  do  plesaunco  and  also  gref  costags 

He  nougBf  for^at^  to  jeue  |)e  leste  pags  1236 

In  al  Jiaf  houa  buf  after  her  degis  / 

He  3.1^  fc  lord  and  sifjfea  fie  meyns  / 

whan  ])af  he  com  som  maner  honest"  fing"  FM/im] 

For  which  Jiay  were  as  glad  of"  his  comyng'  1240 

As  foul  is  fayn  .  whan  fat  fe  eonne  vprise)» 

No  mor  of  Jiis  aa  now  for  it  sufGsef 

But^  so  bifel  fia  marchaunt  on  a  day  / 

Scbop  him  to  make  redy  his  array  /  1244 
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And  eekf  an  officer  out/  for  to  ryde  / 

To  ae  her  granngefl  and  her  bemes  wyde  /  1 256 

And  vuto  seint  den^s  he  come^  anoon 

who  was  so  welcome  aa  my  lord  dan  lohft 

Oure  deere  cosyn  ful  of<  corteaie  / 

with  him  broughf  he  a  lubbe  of  maluesie  1260 

And  eek/  anoper  ful  of*  wyn  Temoge 

And  Tolantyn  as  ay  was  his  Tsage 

And  ^us  I  lete  hem  ate  and  drynk<  and  play 

nis  marchaunt  and  ]ris  mont  a  dny  or  tway  1264 

The  ^ridda  day  ^  marchaund  vp  he  riseth 

And  on  his  needea  sadly  him  auyseth 

And  Tp  in  to  his  coontour  houa  gofi  he 

To  rekyn  wif  himself  aa  ivel  may  be  /  1268 

Of  ])ilke  ^er  hoir  fiaf  it  with  liim  stood 

And  how  ^af  he  dispended  had  his  gociil 

And  if  Jtotf  he  encresced  were  or  noon 

His  hookea  and  his  hagges  many  oon)  1272 

He  haf  hyfom  hiin  on  his  counter  bord 

For  riche  was  his  tresor  and  his  liord 

For  which  ful  fast*  his  countour  dore  he  schettn 

And  eek*  he  wolde  no  man  schold  him  lette  1276 

Of  his  accomptes  for  ^  mene  tyme  /  ['"V  i».  'unj 

And  )ius  he  saf  til  it  was  passed  prime 

Dan  lohfl  was  risen  in  ^  morn  also 

And  in  the  gardyn  walkith  to  and  fro  1280 

And  ha]i  hia  ^inges  said  f  nl  curteisly 

Tbie  good  wyf  com  walkyng<  ful  priaely 

In  to  a  gardyn  ^r  he  walke^  aofte 

And  him  salue^  as  sche  ha^  doon  ful  ofte  1284 

A  mayde  child  com  in  hir  compaignie 

which  as  hii  liaf  scbe  may  gonerna  and  gye 

For  jil^  vndsr  ^  jerde  was  ]w  mayde 

0  dere  cosyn  myn  dan  lo&n  sche  aayde  1288 

whal^  ayle^  )ow  ao  ra^  to  arise 

Nece  qnod  he  it  anghf  ynough  suffise 
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Tyne  houTca  for  to  Riepe  a  nighf 

But*  if  were  for  eny  old  polled  wigfif  1292 

Aa  ben  )>ese  weddid  men  jHtf  ly«  and  due 

As  in  a  forme  lif  a  wery  hare 

vere  al  foratraug&t'  with  houndea  giet^  and  biu&Id 

Buf  dere  ncce  why  be  }e  so  pale  /  1296 

I  trowe  certis  fiaf  oure  goode  man 

hatb  on  jow  laborid  sith  )ie  night?  bygaii 

Tliaf  jow  were  node  to  reaten  bastUiche 

And  with  Jiaf  word  ho  lowgE  ful  meriliche  1300 

And  of  his  owne  [lougBf  he  was  al  reed 

Thi^  faire  wyf"  hygan  to  schake  hir  heed 

And  sayde  ))U3  ;a  god  wof  al  qiiod  ache  / 

Nay  cosyn  myn  it  stanf  not  so  wif  me  1304 

For  by  ]iat  god  )iaf  jaf<  me  soule  and  liP 

In  al  pe  reme  of<  Frounce  is  )icr  no  wif 

Thaf  lasso  lusf  hnp  to  }aV  sory  play 

For  I  may  synge  /  alias  and  waylaway  1308 

Tliaf  I  was  born  buf  to  no  wig&f  quod  sche 

Dar  I  nof  telle  how  it  stonf  wif  me 

Wliei'for  I  (link'  out"  of'  fia  lond  to  wende 

Or  cllcs  of  my  Bclf  to  make  an  ende  1313 

So  ful  am  I  of  drcde  and  eeJc  of*  care 

This  monk*  bygan  vpon  fis  wiP  to  stare 

And  sayd  alias  my  nece  god  forbede  EM^IM] 

Thaf  )e  for  eny  sorw  or  eny  drede  /  1316 
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Ne  schml  I  neuer  for  to  go  to  helle  / 

Bywreye  word,  of  ^iiig<  |)Eif  je  me  telle  13:^8 

Kol^  for  no  coaynage  ne  alliaimce 

Bui?  vemyly  for  lone  and  affiaunce 

Thus  ben  Jiay  sworn  and  hei-vpon  I-kist^ 

And  Uk*  of  hem  told  o)wr  whaf  hem  list*  1332 

Cosyn  qnod  ache  if  Jtat  I  had  a  space  / 
As  I  hane  noon  and  namly  in  fia  place 
Then  wold  I  telle  a  legend  of  my  lyf 
■wbatf  I  hane  suffred  sip  I  was  a  wyf  133li 

wi])  myn  hoosbond  [loagh  he  be  jour  coeyn 
Kay  qnod  Jtia  monk*  by  god  and  seint  martyn 
He  is  no  more  coeyn  vnto  me 

Than  ia  ^is  leef  ^f  honge^  on  ^e  tie  1340 

I  clepid  him  so  by  aeinf  Denis  of  Frau«co 
To  haue  jw  more  cause  of  acqueynta«nce 
Of  jow  which  I  haue  loued  specially 
Abouen  alle  woinmen  sikcrly  1344 

This  Bwere  I  jow  on  my  professioua 
Tellith  joure  greef  leaf  )iaf  he  come  a  doun 
And  hasteth  jow  and  go|)  jour  way  anoon 
My  deeie  lone  quod  ache.  0  dan  loha  1348 

Fol  leef  me  were  Jris  counseil  to  hyde 
Bnl^  oaf  it  moot  it  may  no  more  sbyde 
Myn  housbond  ia  to  me  ^  wuiate  man} 
Thaf  ener  was  sif^  ^e  world  bigan  1352 

But  ai^  I  am  a  wif  it  ait  nought'  me  [tiviM^tact] 

To  telle  eny  wight  of  oure  priuete 

[. no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

God  achilde  I  echolde  telle  it  for  his  grace  /  1356 

A  wyf  na  achal  not  aay  of  hir  housbonde 

But  al  honour  aa  I  can  vudentonde 

8aue  vnto  jow  ^ua  moche  telle  I  schal 

As  help  me  god  he  is  not*  wor^  af  al  1 360 

In  no  degie  )w  valien  of  a  flie 

Bnf  ;it  me  greneth  moat  hia  nigardye 
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And  wel  jo  wof  )iftf  wymmen  naturelly 

Siisircn  sixe  )iinge8  as  wel  as  I  1364 

Tliey  wolde  ^at<  here  housbondea  acholde  be 

hai'ily  and  wys  and  riche  and  fro  / 

And  buxom  to  hia  wyP  and  freisch  on  bedde 

Buf  by  (id  lord  faf  for  tb  alle  blodde  1368 

For  hia  honour  my  seluen  to  array 

A  sonihy  next"  comyng*  jif  mosf  I  pay 

An  hundred  frank"  or  ellea  I  am  lom) 

Jit  ivorQ  me  lisucr  faf  I  were  Tnbom)  1372 

Than  me  were  doon  a  sclaunder  or  vilenye  • 

And  if'  myn  housbond  eot  might"  it  espie 

I  ncr  but  losP  and  Jierfor  I  jow  pray 

[ 1376 

no  gap  in  the  AfS.} 

For  a  certein  day  I  ivol  }ow  pay  1380 

And  do  to  ;ow  ivhat'  plensnunce  and  seniise 

That  I  may  do  right"  as  jou  list  douyse 

And  but  I  do  god  take  on  me  vengeaunca 

As  foul  as  hadde  Geneloun  of"  Fraunce  1384 

This  gentil  monk"  answard  in  ^Js  manere 

Now  trewcly  myn  owne  lady  deere  / 

I  liaue  on  jow  bo  gret"  pits  and  reuthe  / 

Tliat  1  30W  wm'o  and  plighto  30W  my  lreu)-e  13S8 
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And  for^  sche  goth  as  ioly  aa  a  pye  / 

And  bad  fo  cookes  paV  {vai  scbold  hem  hye  /  1400 

So  faif  men  myghte  dyne  and  ^t'  auoou 

vp  to  hir  faonsbond  ^ia  wif  is  goon 

And  knokke^  at  /  his  dore  boldely 

Qy  la  quod  lie ,  peter  it  am  I  1404 

Quod  sche  how  longe  sire  wol  ;e  fasf 

how  longe  tyme  wol  je  reken  and  cast* 

jont  sonunee  and  joni  bokes  and  jour  ^inges  / 

The  deuel  haue  part*  of'  alle  such  rekenyngea  140S 

je  haue  I-nough  par  dy  of  goddea  sonde  / 

Com  doun  to  day  and  lef  jour  ba^ea  stondo 

Ke  be  ;e  nof  oschamed  thaf  Daun  lo&ii 

Schal  al  day  faatyng<  ]iu9  elenge  goon  1412 

what*  let*  vs  hiere  masse  and  gowe  dyne 

vif>_qaod  (is  man  litcl  canstow  diuino 

The  curiouB  besyncsse  paV  we  haue 

ForoP  va  chapmen  so  god  me  saue  lUC 

And  by  Juit  lord  thaf  cleped  is  seinf  lue 

Scarsly  among*  tweluo  two  achulu  Jiriue 

Continuelly  laatyngi  in  to  her  age 

we  may  wel  make  cheer  and  good  visage  1420 

And  dryne  forth  )ie  world  as  it  may  be 

And  kepen  our  estaf  in  priuete 

TQ  we  he  deed  or  elles  fatf  we  play 

A  [nlgrimage  or  goon  out  ot  )w  way  1421 

And  ^for  haae  I  /  gref  uecesaite 

ypon  ^ia  queynte  world  to  anyse  me 

For  euermor  we  moste  stond  in  drede 

Of  hap  and  fortui  /  in  onr  chapmaohede  142S 

To  Flanndres  to  morw  at  day 

And  come  agayn  as  soone  as  I  may 

For  which  my  deere  wif*  I  ]n  byseeke 

And  he  to  eumy  wigbf  bozom  and  mecke  1432 

And  for  to  kepe  oore  good  be  cnrious 

And  honestly  goueme  wel  our  bona  iira/un.mfit) 
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Thou  liasf  ynough  ia  ettery  maner  wise 

Tlifit*  to  a  thrifty  housbond  may  snfliM  1436 

The  lakke))  noon  array  ne  no  vitaile 

Of'  siluer  in  Jy  pure  Jkiu  maysf  not  faile 

Anil  with  fat!  word  his  contour  don  be  schitte 

And  doun  he  go))  no  lenger  wold  he  lette  1410 

And  iiastily  a  nmsse  waa  J>er  sayd 

And  speilily  (to  tables  were  I-layd 

And  to  ^e  dyner  faste  ^ay  hem  spedde  / 

And  rychcly  ))is  Chapman  fe  mont  fedde  /  1444 

And  after  dynct  daun  loBfl  Bobrely 

This  chapman  took"  on  port;'  and  prinely  / 

Sayd  him  Jus .  cosya  it  stondeth  so 

That*  wel  I  ae  to  brigges  wol  je  go  /  1 448 

God  and  aeinf  austyn  spede  jou  and  gyde  / 

1  pray  jow  cosyn  wisly  {laP  je  ryde 

Gouerneth  )ow  also  of"  jour  diete 

Al  leinperelly  and  namely  in  pie  beta  1452 

ISitwix  vs  tuo  nedeth  no  straunge  fare 

I'iir  wel  cosyn  .  god  schilde  jou  fro  care 

If'  cny  fing"  (ler  be  by  day  or  nigBl^ 

If'  it  lay  in  my  power  and  my  mighf  145G 

That'  JO  wjl  mo  comaunde  in  eny  wise 

It'  Kchal  be  doon  righf  as  je  wol  deuyae  / 

0  thing*  er  )iat  30  goon  iP  it  mighf  be  / 

1  wiihli'  pmy  ;ow  for  to  lene  n 
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This  noble  marchannl^  gentilly  anooid 

Ansirerd  and  sayde .  0  cosyn  dairn  loba         [ito/iw]    1473 

Ifow  eikerly  ^ia  is  a  smal  requesl^ 

My  gold  ia  jourea  whanne  faf  jow  leat/ 

And  nongfil'  oonly  gold  buf  my  cbaSare  / 

Tak*  whal^  jow  liste  /  god  schiide  je  spare  1476 

Baf  oon  ^ing*  Is  je  know  if  wel  ynougS 

0^  chapmen  faif  her  money  ia  here  plough 

ve  may  creaunce  wbila  we  haue  a  name 

Buf  goldlea  for  to  be  it  is  no  game  1 483 

Fay  it  agayn  whan  it  liji  in  joui  ose  / 

After  my  migSf  ful  fayn  wold  I  }ow  plese  / 

This  hundred  frankea  he  fef  forth  anoon 

And  piiuely  he  took*  hem  to  daun  lohit  1481 

JTo  w^ht"  in  al  fia  world  wist'  oP  Jis  loone 

Sauyng*  fe  marchaund  and  dan  lotiR  alloono 

Thay  drynke  &  speke  and  rome  a  while  and  play 

Til  faf  dan  lohfl  rydef  to  his  abbay  1488 

The  morwe  cam  and  forth  ]ie  marchaund  rideth 

To  Flaundies-watd  his  preotis  wel  him  gydeth 

Xil  Jnt/  he  cam  to  Briggea  merily 

Now  goth  Jiia  marchaund  faste  and  busily  1492 

Aboate  his  neede  and  bieth  and  creaunceth 

He  neither  pleyeth  atte  dys  ne  daunce]) 

But<  aa  a  marchatmd  echortly  for  to  telle 

he  lad  his  lyf"  /  and  Jmi  I  let-  him  ducUe  1496 

The  Bonday  next'  }o  marchaund  is  agoon 

To  smV  denys  I-come  is  daun  lobfi 

with  croune  and  beid  al  freiach  and  uewe  Z-echaue 

la  al  )ie  hous  ^r  nas  so  litel  a  knaue  1500 

TXe  no  wight?  elles  ^af  he  nas  ful  fayn 

For  faif  my  lord  dan  lo&A  was  come  agayiD 

And  schortly  to  fe  poyute  for  to  gon 

This  faire  wif*  acordith  with  dan  lotlfl  1504 

That^  foi  Jiese  hundred  frank*  he  schuld  al  nighf 

Hane  Mr  in  his  annes  bolt/  rprighf 
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Ani  pia  arord  p/irfonoed  wia  in  deda  / 

In  mirth  al  nigKf  a  bisj  Iff  ^]r  led«  /  1508 

Til  it  was  day  ^t*  dan  lohfi  wenV  hia  waj 

And  bad  )ie  mei^e  far  wel  bane  good  daj     t.imftm,»m^j 

For  nwn  oP  hem  ne  no  wigSf  in  fe  tonn 
IFath  of'  dan  lo&n  right'  noon  anspeccioim  1513 

Ami  forth  he  rideth  horn  to  his  ahhmj 
Or  wher  him  list/  no  more  of^  him  I  a«3f  / 
^  This  ninrchannd  whan  ^at<  endid  wu  |)e  faire 
T'l  ni:yntf  denys.  he  gan  to  repeire  /  1516 

AikI  with  his  wif  he  make})  fesf  and  cheen 
Anil  tt:llith  hit  faV  chaffar  is  so  deere 
'I'liiil'  BKivlna  most*  he  make  a  chenisaimee 
For  ho  was  Iwundc  in  a  reconisannce  1520 

To  jinyo  twenty  fousand  scheldes  anoon 
For  whieh  fia  marchaund  is  to  pans  goon 
Trj  Imrwc  of'  certeyn  ftendcs  fat  he  hadde  / 
A  nTleiii  franlcrg  and  some  with  him  he  ladde  /  1524 

And  whan  frnt'  he  waa  come  in  to  }ie  tonn 
('"iir  i;ri't'  chiertco  and  gret"  affeccioun 
Viito  I  liin  Itihfi  Iio  firaP  goth  him  to  play 
NiniHlit'  fur  to  iHirwe  of-  him  no  kyn  monay  1528 

lint'  f'lr  to  will)  and  se  of-  hia  wel  fare 
Aii'l  r.ir  I'l  Uilli:  him  of'  his  chaffare 
A"  fri'MilrJi  dimn  whan  )>ay  ben  mef  in  fere 
I  li.hii  JMiii  inakL'th  fiisf  and  mery  cheere 
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For  je  BO  kyndely  )iis  o^er  day 

lento  me  gold  and  as  I  can  and  may  1541 

t  ^anke  jow  by  god  and  by  setnf  lame  / 

Buf  najieles  I  took?  it  to  oure  dome 

joure  wif  ^e  same  gold  sjein 

Tpon  jour  bcncK.  echo  wot?  it  wel  certeyn       [in/i»]    1548 

By  certein  tokaes  ^at;'  I  can  bir  telle 

Now  by  jour  leuo  I  may  no  lenger  duolle 

Oure  abbol/  wol  ouf  of'  touu  anooa 

And  in  liia  compaignye  moof  I  goon  1553 

Grete  wel  ouie  dame  my  noco  sweto 

And  far  wel  dera  cosyn  til  )>a^f  we  meete 

This  marchaand  which  |)af  was  bojie  war  and  wys  / 

Creannced  haf  and  payed  eek*  in  parys/  1556 

To  certeyn  lombatdcs  redy  in  her  hond 

This  BOHime  oP  gold  and  took*  of  hem  hia  bond 

And  horn  ho  gof>  a  mery  as  a  popin  iay 

For  wel  he  knew  he  stood  in  such  array  15G0 

Thaf  needes  most-  he  wynue  in  such  vii^ 

A  Jiousand  frankcs  abouc  al  hia  costage 

His  wyP  redy  mette  him  af  fe  gate 

As  Bche  was  wonf  of*  old  usage  algata  1564 

And  al  ^f  nighf  iu  mir^e  |>ay  ben  selte 

For  he  was  riche  and  clerly  out  of"  dette 

whan  it  was  day  fia  marchaund  gan  embrace 

his  wyf  al  uewe  and  kisP  Mr  on  hir  face  1568 

And  vp  he  goth  and  maked  it  ful  tough 

ISo  more  quod  sche  by  god  je  haue  ynough 

And  wantounly  with  him  sche  lay  and  playde 

Till  atte  laste  ^U8  {lis  marchaund  sayde  1573 

By  god  qnod  he  I  am  a  litel  wro^ 

with  jow  my  wyf  al])ough  it  be  me  loth 

And  wite  je  why  by  god  as  ^f  I  gesee 

je  han  I-maad  a  maner  Btraungenesse  /  1676 

Bitwixs  me  and  my  coayn  dan  loha 

je  schold  haue  vamed  me  ei  I  had  goon 
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That'  ho  ;ow  bad  an  hundred  frankes  payd 

By  redy  tokne  and  huld  him  euel  appayd  1580 

For  ))at'  I  to  him  epak"  ai"  cheuysannca 

Ma  Bemed  so  as  by  hia  coimtenaunce 

BuP  nafeles  by  god  of  heuen  king" 

I  >oughe  nougfeP  to  axe  him  no  fing"  1584 

J  jiray  fe  wif  do  no  more  so 

Tel  me  alway  er  (taf  I  fro  Jie  go  tt^^nl^.^-tl 

If  eny  dettoiir  haiio  in  myn  absence 

I-payed  )ie  leaf  in  py  aecgligence  1588 

1  may  him  axe  a  (ling*  paV  he  haf  payed 

This  wyf*  was  not*  afEered  ne  affrayod 

Bat*  holly  ache  sayde  and  faf  anoon 

Mary  I  diffy  faf  false  mont  dan  loBa  1502 

I  kcpo  nof  of-  liis  tokencs  neuei  a  del 

ho  took*  me  a  certeyn  gold/  faf  wop  I  wel 

whaf  euel  thedom  on  his  monkea  anowte/ 

For  god  it  wot  I  wcnde  wijjoute  doate  1596 

Thaf  he  bad  joue  it  mo  by  cause  of  )ow 

To  do  (ler  with  myn  honour  and  my  prow 

For  cosynage  and  eef  for  bele  cheer 

Tliaf  ho  bat>  had  ful  ofto  tyme  heer  1600 

!I!af  synncs  fatf  I  stonde  in  fis  disioynt 

I  wol  answer  jow  schortly  to  {>e  poynt 

Jc  ban  mo  elakke  dettoure  fan  am  I 

For  I  wol  pny  jow  wel  and  reilily 
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For^ene  it  me  myn  owne  Bponsa  deere  / 

Tame  hiderwitrd  and  make  better  cheere  1616 

This  marchaimd  s&ngli  noon  o^  lemedj 

And  for  to  cbide.  it  dm  buf  foly 

Si|>  ^f  ^  ^ing*  may  nof  amendid  be  / 

wif  he  sayde  /  and  I  forjine  it  po  1620 

Bat'  by  ])i  li^  ne  be  no  more  bo  large 

keep  better  my  good  Jiis  jine  I  ^e  in  charge 

Thus  ende^  now  my  tale  and  god  va  sende 

Taljng"  ynough  vnto  our  lyues  ends  /  Amen  /  1 624 

[Foot  of  page.    No  other  break  in  the  MS.] 
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WEI  sayd  b7  corpos  boones  qnod  onie  hosf    [ii^tN] 
Now  longe  mof  ]iou  sayle  hj  fe  coetf 
Sir  gcntil  maistcr  gcntil  mariner 
God  ]iue  ]ie  monk'  a  )iousand  lasf  quadejer 
haha  fclaws  bo  ivor  for  such  a  iape 
Tho  monk'  puf  in  )>e  mannes  hood  an  ape 
And  in  hia  ivjuea  eck"  by  aoinf  austyn) 
Drawc^  no  monkea  more  vnto  jour  In 
Buf  now  pasouer  and  Icf  vs  loke  aboate 
who  schal  telle  firsf  of  al  ))is  route  / 
Ano^r  tale  /  and  wifi  ^at'  wi)i  ^af  woid  he  sayde  / 


1638 


1632 


As  curtcisly  aa  it  had  ben  a  niayde  / 

My  lady  prioresse  by  jour  leue 

So  J>af  I  wisf  I  scholdo  jow  not  gieue 

I  wolde  deme  faf  je  telle  aeholde 

A  tale  next  if  ao  were  Jiaf  je  wolde  / 

Now  wol  je  voucho  sauf*  my  lady  deero  / 

Gladly  quod  ache  /  and  aayd  in  fia  manere 

[Break  of  om  Um  in  iha  MS.] 


1C3C 
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[THE  PEOEM.] 

OLord  onre  lord  f  y  name  how  memeyloua  ^  Sj^JJ, 
Is  in  pia  large  world  I-sprad  quod  ache 
For  nougSt^  oonly  ))y  laude  precious 
Farfonned  is  by  men  of  heih  degre 
Buf  by  mouthea  oP  children  Jy  bounte  5  Si  on  infcndim  1 
Farfonned  is  on  onre  bresf  soukynge 
8om  tyme  schewe  pay  ))in  heriyuge  1 

[No  stanza-breaks  in  the  J/iS.] 
Wherfore  in  laude  as  I  best  can  or  may  1 

OP  >e  and  of  fy  white  lily  flour 
which  faf  fe  bar  and  is  a  mayJe  alway 
To  telle  a  story  I  wil  do  my  labour 
Nongtit<  ))af  I  may  encreacc  joure  honour  1 

For  sche  hii  silf*  /  is  honour  and  roote 
Of  bounte  next  hir  sone  and  soules  boote/  1 

0  modir  mayde,  0  mayde  mooder  fre  /  1 

0  buBsfi  vnbrent/  brennyng"  in  Moises  sigtit/ 

Xhaf  lauysshedeat?  /  doun  fro  pe  deite 

Tbnigll  ^in  humblesse  [le  goaf  ^at  in  pe  aligTtf 

OP  whos  Tertu  he  in  ^in  herte  pigll  I 

Conceyued  was  fo  fadrea  sapience  Hmrtoo.f'kj 

help  me  to  telle  it  in  pj  reueience  1 

Jjady  yi  bounte  and  ^y  magnificence  I 

Thy  verta  and  ^i  gref  humilite 

Ther  may  no  tooge  expree  in  no  science 

For  Bom  tyme  lady  er  men  pray  to  ^  / 

Thow  goaf  bifom  ot  py  benignite  1 

And  getisV  vs  Jw  ligbf  |niigh  fy  prayete  / 

To  gyden  vi  }ie  way  to  ^y  sone  Boae  ao  deete/  1 
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Mf  Gonnfiig'  is  to  wejt  o  Uisful  qneoM  1671 

For  to  declare  fj  grete  wor|nnesM 

Th&t'  I  msy  nof  fit  in  my  wjt  Bosieene 

Bul^  u  a  child  of>  twelf>  month  old  or  lesse 

Than  can  ninethee  eny  word  eipraan  1675 

Bight  ao  &re  I  and  ^erfor  I  jou  pny 

Endith  my  song'  f&V  I  echal  of*  jov  saj  1 677 

[A  brtak  of  one  line  in  the  MS.'\ 


[THE  TALE] 


T[er  was  in  acy  in  a  grcef  Citee  1678 

AmongGfl  cristen  folk>  a  leweiye 
Susteyned  by  a  lord  of  Jut  contra 
For  foul  vsure  and  lucre  ot  felonye  / 
Hateful  to  crisf  and  to  his  compugnye  /        1683 
And  |)urgb  ^  strete  men  mighf  ride  and  wende  / 
For  if  was  fre  and  open  af  euerich  ends  1C84 


A  litfil  Bcole  at  cristen  folk'  yet  stood 
Doun  at  Je  forf er  ende  in  which  for  were 
Children  an  hecp  yeomen  of  cristes  blood 
Thaf  lered  in  fat"  scola  jer  by  jere 
Such  maner  doctrine  as  men  vsed  fere 


1685 
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Thus  ba^  ))ie  widow  hir  litel  child  I-UugHt^  1S99 

Oura  bliaf  ul  lady  crUtee  moder  deere 

To  wonchip  aj  and  he  forjat'  it  nougllt' 

For  cely  child  wil  alway  Boone  leere 

Baf  ay  whan  I  lemembre  of  ^  matieie  1 703 

Seint'  Xicholaa  atont^  euer  in  my  presence 

For  he  so  jong"  to  crisf  dede  reueienoe  1705 

This  litil  child  bis  litel  book'  lemynge  1706 

As  he  saf  in  ^e  scole  at<  his  pn'mere 

He  0  alma  Tedemptoria  herde  synge/ 

As  cbildren  letned  ber  antipbonere 

And  as  he  duraf  he  drough  bom  ner  and  neeie  1710 

And  herkned  eucr  fe  woides  and  ^e  note 

Til  he  fe  firate  vera  cou)»  al  by  rote  1713 

^ougbf  wist  he  what*  ^is  latyn  was  to  say  /  1713 

For  he  so  }oiig<  and  tender  was  of  ago 

Buf  on  a  day  bis  folaw  gan  bo  pray  / 

To  expoune  bim  fe  song"  in  his  langage/ 

Or  telle  him  whaf  [lis  song*  was  in  vs^e  /  1717 

This  prayd  be  bim  to  construe  and  declare 

Fill  often  tyme  vpon  his  knees  bare  /  1719 

Hia  felaw  which  >af  elder  was  J'an  he  1730 

Answeid  bim  ^us .  ^is  song*  I.  haue  herd  acye 

was  maked  of  oqt  blisful  lady  fre 

Eire  to  saluen  and  eet  hire  to  preye 

To  ben  onr  belp  and  socoui  wban  we  deye  1724 

I  can  no  more  expoune  in  this  matere 

Z  leme  Bong<  I  can  no  more  giamer  1726 

And  ia  ^is  8ong<  I-maad  in  reneronca  1727 

Ot  cristee  moder  sayde  )iifi  Innocent 
Kow  certea  I  wol  do  my  diligence 
To  conne  it  al  er  ciistemaue  b«  went^ 
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T^'=gS  ^  I  C3r  KT  pc^as  sAal  lie  xhaA  /  1731 

A^l  icLiI  be  betrs  fna  in  aa  boor 

I  W'-A  ir  KS£i«  CQC  Ikif  b>  boBiMre  1733 

flu  t^lxw  ixsAt  him  boiBwxrd  paadj  1 734 

Fr>=i  <Ut  br  dar  til  ke  eoafe  it  hr  nim 

And  ^la  he  aoD^  i:  vd  and  boUdj  iu^wi,»—ti 

Twyea  oa  ^  dar  ic  pa^el  ^cn^  hia  ^tote 

Tronk  word  Ic  word  aecoidrng'  to  ^  note  1738 

To  scAleward  and  bo:r.Tud  whan  he  went 

On  criites  ni'^ler  was  sef  ■]  hit  entent  1740 


A"  I  haue  sayd  futghoof  fe  lewiyo 

This  litel  chilli  a^  he  cam  to  and  fio 

Fill  ni«rilv  ^n  woM  he  sriige  and  ciie  / 

0  alma  Bedemptoris  ener  mo 

The  Ewetnes  ha^  his  herte  pencd  so 

Of  crislea  moder  thaf  to  hir  to  ptay 

he  can  nof  stynt  oP  sj-ngyng"  by  pe  way  / 

Ouro  firsts  foo  fe  serpcnf  Sathanaa 
Thaf  hath  in  Icwes  herf  his  waspia  nest 
Vpswal  and  sayde  /  o  ebreik"  peple  alias 
Is  pin  a  fiiri^"  to  jow  fat  is  honesf 
That'  audi  a  boy  achal  walken  as  him  leat 


1745 
1747 
1748 
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1  say  in  &  wardrobe  ^ay  him  ^nvr  1762 

vher  as  tlie  lewes  pni^en  ber  entraile 

0  CQised  folk*  0  berodes  al  iiewe 

vbaf  may  }our  eujl  entente  jou  anaile 

Mortber  wol  out  certeyn  it  wil  nought  fails  17C6 

And  uatnly  ^er  }ionour  of*  god  scbnid  sproda 

Tbe  blood  out  crie))  on  jour  cuised  dede  /  1 768 

0  martir  Boudit  to  Yii^uite  ]76d 

ITow  mayBtow  synge  folowyng"  euer  in  oon 

Tbe  white  tomb  celestial  quod  scbe  / 

Of  which  fe  gtete  euaungeliaf  seinf  lohfl 

In  pathmoa  wroof  which  soith  J>at  fay  goon  1773 

Bifote  ^  lamb  and  syngc  a  song'  al  nowo  [ttuftoti 

Thaf  neuet  fleischly  wommen  fay  kncwo  1775 

J  his  poie  widowe  waytefi  al  fis  ni^'tit  1776 

After  fia  litel  child  but  lie  comclh  naught 

For  which  as  soono  as  iV  was  dayea  light* 

with  face  pale  in  dtcdc  and  busy  fought* 

Sche  haf  at  scole  and  ellcs-wher  him  sougbt  1780 

Til  fynally  schc  gan  of*  hem  aspye 

Thaf  he  was  last/  seyn  in  fe  lewerie  1782 

With  moodres  pit«  in  bir  biesf  enclosed  1783 

Sche  gof  as  sche  were  balf*  out^  of  bir  mynde 

To  euery  place  wber  sche  haf  supposed 

By  liklihedo  hir  child  for  to  fyude 

And  euer  on  ciistes  mooder  meke  and  kjnde  1787 

Scbe  cried  and  atte  laste  fua  Bche  viongbf 

Among*  fe  cursed  lewes  scbe  bim  eoaghV  1769 

Scbe  freyned  and  sche  prayed  pitously  1790 

To  euety  lew  |iat<  dwelled  in  faf  place 
To  telle  hir  if  bir  child  wente  fer  by 
Tbay  sayden  nay  but  Ibu  of*  bis  grace 
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3iif  in  hir  ^oo^Ur  wi^tnne  *  litol  space  1794 

That  in  yat  place  tfur  hir  •one  kIm  ciTde 

vlier  u  be  wu  cur  in  a  pot  booj^  /  1796 


U  giete  god  f»V  parfvinedisf  ^in  laode 
hj  moath  of  Inoocentj  lo  here  fj  mi^iv 
This  gemme  of  cbaotite  ^  emennda 
Anil  eet  of  maitirdoiii  ^  labj  bii^P 
Ther  lie  with  ^te  I-katT  l»j  Tpiig&t 
He .  Alma  Tedemptoris  gan.  to  *]mg« 
So  lowile  ^P  al  ^  pUee  iHgu  to  171^ 


[Hie  cristen  folk-  faif  ^m^h  >e  strete  vent/ 
In  comm  for  to  woni}«r  vpon  fix  ^ing* 
And  hastily  for  the  proaoat>  ^j  sent 
He  cam  acoon  wi^ate  taiying* 
And  beriede  crist  fat-  U  of  heaen  kyng* 
And  eeb  his  moder  honour  of  mankynde 
And  after  J»af  fe  lewea  let-  he  bynde 


1808 
1810 


Ihis  child  with  pitons  lamentacioun 
vp  taken  was  eyngyng  hia  song'  alway 
And  with  hononr  of  gret  procesaioun 
Thay  caried  him  vnto  fe  next*  abbay 
Ilia  modir  swownyng"  by  fe  beere  lay 


OROOP  B. 

Vpon  hia  beera  ay  lith  ^ia  Innocent  1825 

Bifom  ^  chief*  auter  whiles  fie  masse  laaf 

And  after  ))at  ^abbof  with  his  couenf 

Ha)>  sped  him  for  to  boiie  him  f ul  fasf 

And  whan  faj  halywater  on  him  cast*  1829 

^P  spak*  pia  child .  whan  spieynde  was  ^  water 

And  song*  0  alma  redemptoris  mater  IS31 

This  abbot*  which  pat  was  an  holy  man  1832 

Ab  monkea  ben  or  elles  oughte  be 

This  jonge  child  to  coniure  he  bigan 

And  sayd  O  deere  child  I  halse  [>e 

In  vertu  ofi  ^e  holy  trinite  183C 

Tel  me  what  is  py  cause  for  to  synge 

Sith  ^at^  )>y  tliroto  is  kit  af  my  scmynge  1838 

My  prote  is  kit  vnto  my  nekke  boon  1839 

Sayde  fiia  child  and  as  by  way  of'  kynde 

I  scbulde  han  ben  deed  loDg'  tymo  a  goon 

Buf  IBu  crisf  as  je  in  bookes  fynde 

wol  Jiat'  his  glorie  laste  and  be  in  mynda  1613 

And  for  Jie  worschip  of*  hia  moder  deero 

Jef  may  I  synge.  O  alma  lowde  and  cleere  1845 

Jhis  Welle  of  mercy  criatea  moder  swete  1846 

I  loued  alway  as  aft«r  my  connynge 

And  whan  (af  I  my  lyf  schulde  leete 

To  me  sche  cam  and  bad  me  for  to  synge 

This  antym  verraily  in  my  deyinge  [irartiiij        1850 

Ab  je  hane  herd  and  whan  f&V  I  had  songe 

Me  ^ugBf  sche  layde  a  grayn  vnder  my  tonge  1852 

Wherfor  I  synge  and  synge  moot  eerteyno  1853 

In  hononi  of  ))af  blisful  mayden  f  re 
Til  fro  my  tonge  taken  is  }e  greyne 
And  after  )uf  Jiua  saide  sche  to  me 

OAKT.  TALES. — BARL.  %  Q 


§  6. 


's  TALK.    Harleian  7334. 


'Mj  litil  child  now  wil  I  feccbe  |>e 
-whan  f af  fe  grayn  ia  fro  fi  tonge  I-take 
Be  noughts  ^aaf  I  wol  ^e  nought  forsake 

1  his  holy  monk*  this  abbut*  him  mene  I 

His  tonge  out  caug&f  and  toot  awey  J»  greyn 

And  he  jaP  Tp  ))e  gosf  ful  softely 

And  irhnn  [le  abbot  hath  pis  wonder  Beyn 

His  salte  teres  striken  doun  as  reyn 

And  gruf-  he  fel  a  doun  vnto  fe  groonde 

And  stille  ho  lay  as  he  had  ben  y-bounde 

ine  coucnt  eek"  lay  on  fo  pauyment 
wepyng*  and  herying'  cristes  moder  deere 
And  aftei  paV  ^ay  rise  and  forji  ^y  went< 
And  took*  away  ^is  martir  fro  his  becre  / 
In  a  tombe  of*  marble  stoones  cleeio 
Enclosed  ^ay  pis  litil  body  sweote 
Thcr  he  is  now  god  leue  vs  for  to  meete 

0  jonge  hughe  of  lyncoln  slayn  also 
wiji  cursed  iewes  as  it  is  notable  / 
For  it  nys  but  a  litel  wliile  ago 
Pray  eek*  tor  vs  we  synful  folk*  vnstablo 
Thflt^  of  his  mercy  god  so  merciable 
On  V8  bis  giete  mercy  mviltii)liQ 


1871 
1873 


Whan  eayd  was  ^ia  miracle  eneij  man 
As  Bobei  was  fiat'  wonder  waa  to  se 
Til  patf  ouie  hoef  to  iape  bigan 
And  ^an  at  erst/  he  loked  vpon  me 
And  aayde  fus  what  man  art  Jou  quod  he 
Thon  lokeaf  aa  ^n  woldoef  fyode  an  hate 
For  euer  vpon  ^  ground  I  ae  ^e  atare  / 

Approche  nor  and  loke  merily  [/wwit«*] 

Now  ware  jou  sires  and  lef  fiis  man  haue  space 

Ho  in  ^e  wast  is  echape  as  wel  aa  I 

This  were  a  popef  in  an  arm  to  embrace 

For  any  wotnman  smal  and  fnir  of*  face  / 

He  semeth  oluisch  by  his  cuuntenaunce 

For  vnto  no  wigBt  doth  he  daliaunce 

bay  now  som  wbaf  sins  other  folk*  han  said 

Telle  Ys  a  tale  and  fat  of  mirthe  anoon 

hoef  qnod  I  na  be^  noughf  eoel  apayd 

For  other  tale  certea  can  I  noon 

Bnt  of<  a  rym  I  lerned  }ore  agoon 

}e  ^af  is  good  quod  ho  now  sohul  we  heere 

Som  deynte  )nng<  me  )iinketh  by  his  cheere 

[Break  of  1  line  in  the  US] 
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[No  ftanzit-^pt  art  in  iht  MS.,  tad  no  Knei  are  intet.'] 
[ne  FirtI  Fit] 

LEstene^  lordyngs .  in  good  entent* 
And  I  vol  telle  venBTinenf 
Of  mjrthe  and  soUa  1904 

Of*  a  knjg&f  vas  fail  and  gent 
In  batail  and  in  tomament 
Hia  name  was  sir  Thopoa  1907 

I-bore  he  was  in  fer  conntre 
In  Flanndres  ol  byjonde  fo  ae 

Af  Fopei7ng<  in  ^  place  1910 

His  fader  was  a  man  ful  fra 
And  lord  he  was  of  ))sf  contre 

As  it  was  goddee  grace  1913 

Sir  Thopas  wax  a  doughty  ewayn 
whyf  was  his  face  as  payndemayn 
His  lipgtes  reed  as  Rose  / 


OBODP   B.      §   8.      BIB  IHOFAS. 

He  cou^  bnnf  at*  wilde  deer 
And  ride  on  hank;iig<  for  ryoer 

with  gray  goehaot  on  honde 
Therto  he  was  a  good  aicheoc 
OP  wrastelyng*  was  noon  bis  peer 

Ther  en;  Bam  schal  stonde  / 


Fnl  many  mayda  bighf  in  bonr 
ptkj  mourne  for  him  poramoar 

whan  hem  were  bef  to  slepe 
Bat  he  was  chasf  and  no  lecchour 
And  sweet*  as  is  ^  brembre  floor 

Thaf  bere^  fo  reede  heepe  / 

And  BO  it  fel  vpon  a  day 
For  so^  as  I  )ow  telle  may  / 

Sir  Thopaa  wold  out  rydo 
he  vorth  vpon  bis  eteede  gray 
And  in  liie  bond  a  launcegay 

A  long*  BiTOrd  by  his  Byde 

he  priketh  |)Uigh  a  fur  forest/ 
Ther  In  is  many  a  wilde  best/ 

Je  bofie  buk  /  and  bare 
And  as  he  prike^  north  and  Eat 
I  t«l  it  jow  hym  had  almest 

Bityd  a  eorr  care 

Ther  springen  herbee  greets  and  smal 
The  licorys  and  fe  Cetewale  / 

And  many  a  cbiw  gilofie 
And  notemnge  to  pat  in  ale 
whe^  it  be  moist  or  stale 

Or  for  to  lay  in  cofte 


The  briddes  synge  it  is  no  nay 
The  sp«rhauk<  and  |>e  popiniay 

Thaf  ioye  it  wae  to  heete 
The  f  rostilcok"  maad  eek*  his  lay 
The  wctode  dowue  vpon  ^  spray 

So  song'  ful  lowde  and  cleere 


1961 


Sir  Thopas  fel  in  loue-longing' 

whan  that*  he  herde  ^  briddes  eyngo     [bitftn,iiart] 

And  priked  as  he  were  wood  1964 

His  faire  st«ede  in  his  prikynge 
So  enctte  ^at'  men  might  him  wrynge 

His  sydes  were  al  blood  1967 

Sir  Thopaa  eet  so  wery  was 
For  priking*  on  fe  aofto  gras 

So  feers  was  his  corrage  1970 

That"  donn  he  layd  him  in  fc  pliicc 
To  make  his  steede  aom  solace 

And  jaf*  him  good  forage  1973 


O  .teintc  Jlarj  bencdicito 
what*  cylith  fis  loue  at"  me 

To  bynde  me  so  sore 
Jly  dreraod  al  this  nigbf  par  de 


BIX-TBXT    194 

osoDP  B.    $  8.    SIB  THOPAS.    Harlelan  7334.    471 

In  to  his  B&dil  he  clomb  anoon 
And  priked  ouer  stile  and  stoon 

Ad  elf'  queen  for  to  apye  1969 

"m  he  BO  longe  haf  ryden  and  goon 
Thaf  he  fond  in  a  priue  woon 

The  contre  of  fairye  1992 

ir  So  wjlde      [a»t>art  of  I.  1992] 
For  in  Jiat'  contre  was  ^r  noon  '. 
[ vo  gap  in  the  MS.] 

Neither  wiP  ne  chUde     [as  part  of  I.  1994]     1996 


Til  ^at  ^T  cam  a  greet  geaunt/ 
his  name  was  air  Olifaunf 

A  perilous  man  of^  dede  1999 

he  awar  child  by  Termagaunf 
For  if"  )Kitt  prike  out  of  myn  haunf 

Anoon  I  slee  {«  2002 

with  my  mace     [tie  part  of  I  2002] 
hear  is  f e  queen  of  fayerie 
with  harp .  and  lute  and  Symphonye 

dwellyng<  in  Jiis  place      [as  par/  of  I.  2005]     2006 


The  child  sayd  also  mote  I  the  [nf*m 

To  morwe  wil  I  meote  with  fe 

whan  I  hane  myn  ormuie  2009 

And  jit  I  hope  par  ma  fa; 
Thaf  you  Bchall^  with  pis  laonc^y 

Abyea  it  f nl  soore  2012 

T  |iy  mawe        [aspart  of  I  2012] 
Scbal  I  pereyn  if<  ^aV  I  ma; 
£t  it  be  fully  prime  of  day 

For  heer  schalf  )ou  be  slawe  2016 


§  8.    SIR  THOp&s.    Harleian  7331. 


Sir  thopaa  drougb  on  bak<  ful  fast 
This  geaunf  (if  him  Btcones  cast  / 

Ouf  ot  a  fell  staf*  slynge 
Buf  faire  eschape})  child  thopaa 
And  al  if  was  [lurglt  goddis  gniB 

And  Jiuigti  his  betynge  / 

Jef  Iceteneth  lordyngea  to  my  tale  / 
Merier  fan  fe  nightyI^^e  / 

I  wol  )ow  Toune 
how  air  thopaa  wij»  aides  smale  / 
Prikyngo  ouer  hut  and  dale 

la  come  agcyn  to  toane 

his  mery  men  comaunded  he 
To  make  him  bo|)e  game  and  gle 

For  needcs  moaf  he  fighf 
with  a  geaunf  with  heedes  (re 
For  par-amouts  and  iolite 

Of'  oon  pat  scbon  ful  bright 


Do  come  ho  saydc  my  mynstralos 
And  gestours  for  to  telle  tales 
Anoon  in  niyn  anuynge 
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He  dede  next*  hu  vhite  leete 
OP  cloth  of  lake  whyf  and  cleere 

A  brech  and  eek'  a  Bcherf  2049 

And  next*  his  achert'  an  aketoun 
And  oner  faif  an  haberioun 

For  persyng-  of  hia  herf  2052 

And  oaei  Jnf  a  f;fn  hanberk* 
was  al  I-wioughf  of  leves  wert 

Fnl  atioag'  it  was  oP  plate  2055 

And  OUST  ptiV  his  cote-armour 
As  whyf  as  is  a  lily  flonr 

In  which  he  wold  debate  2058 

his  scheld  was  ol  oP  gold  so  red 
And  per  Inne  was  a  bores  heed 

A  charbocle  by  hia  syde  /  2061 

And  ther  he  swor  on  ale  and  bred 
How  ^at^  pe  gcaunf  schal  be  de«d 

Bytydo  whaf  bytyde  /  2064 

Hia  iambenx  were  oP  quirboily 
His  awerdes  schetbe  oP  yuory 

Hia  helm  oP  latoun  brig&f  2067 

His  eadel  was  oP  rowel  boon 
His  bride]  as  ^  sonne  schon 

Oi  as  ]ie  moone  Ug&f  2070 

his  Bpete  was  of  Cipres 

Thal^  bodeth  werte  and  no  ^ing"  pees 

The  heed  fnl  scharp  I-giounde  /  2073 

Hia  steede  was  al  dappul  gray 
Hit  goth  an  ambel  in  fe  way  / 

Fnl  Boftely  and  loonde  2076 


474    OBOUP  B.     §  8.     SIR  thopab. 

f  la  londe 
lo  lordes  beer  is  a  fyV 
■  Ifi  je  wil  eny  more  of"  if 
To  telle  if  vol  I  fonde 


HuleiAiL  7331 

[In  line  2076] 


[No  break  in  the  MS.] 


[The  Second  Fit.] 

NOw  hold  )out  month  for  cbarite 
Bofe  knight"  and  lady  fre 
And  herkne^  to  my  apelle 
Of'  batail  and  of  chiualry 
And  of"  ladyB  lone  drewery 
Anoon  I  wol  )ow  telle  / 

Men  speken  of'  Romauns  of<  pris 
Of'  horn  child  and  of*  ypotis 

Of*  Eeuya  and  air  Gy 
Of  stV  libeaux  and  pleyn  damour 
Bub  8i>  thopas  here))  ^e  flonr 

OP  real  Chiualry 

His  goode  steede  he  bistrood 
And  forth  vpon  his  vay  he  glood 

Aa  spnrk'  out'  of'  fre  bronde 


OHOUP  B.      §   8.      SIR  THOPAS. 

Hinuelf'  drank'  watdi  of  {w  welle 
As  dede  fw  knighf  of  p^rtinelle  / 

So  worthy  Tuder  wedo 
[ no  gap  in  the  MS.] 


No  mot  ot  ^is  for  goddea  digiiite 
Quod  our  hoete  /  for  ^a  makesf  me 
So  wety  of<  )iy  vetrey  lewedneeae 
Thiit  al  80  wialy  god  my  aoule  blesse  / 
llyn  eeres  aken  for  fy  drasty  apecha 
Now  Buch  a  rym  |>e  deuel  I  byteche 
This  may  wel  be  lym  dogerel  qnof  he 
why  BO  quod  I  why  wilt*  ^u  lette  me 
More  of  my  tale  ^an  ano^er  man 
Syn  faV  it  is  ]>e  beste  rym  |iaf  I  can 
By  god  quod  he  for  pleinly  at*  o  word 
pj  drasty  rymyng*  is  nof  worth  a  tord 
poa  dost*  nought*  elles  but*  despendisf  tyme 
Sir  af  o  word  ))oa  schalf  no  lenger  ryme 
lef  sc  wher  |iou  cansl^  tellen  ought'  in  gest 
Or  telle  in  prose  som  what  atte  lesf        [bq/Mftu*] 
In  which  ^er  be  Bo  merthe  or  doctrine 
Gladly  quod  I  by  goddea  swet«  pyne  / 
I  wol  jow  telle  a  litel  (ling*  in  prose 
Tbaf  oughte  like  }ow  as  I  suppose  /  2128 


2112 


2116 


2120 


2121 
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For  some  of*  hem  sayn  more  mid  some  Irase  / 

irbnn  ^y  liis  pitous  possioun  expresse  /  2140 

I  mene  of  iiiark<  matheir  luk^  and  lobA 

Buf  doutoloa  her  sentence  ia  al  oon 

Therfor  lordynges  ttUe  I  )ow  biseche 

If"  jow  fink"  foif  I  varye  as  in  my  specfae  2144 

As  |)UB  ^ligh  )nt'  I  telle  som  vhatf  moie 

Of"  prouerbea  fan  I  hane  herd  biforo 

Comprehended  in  |)i3  litel  trctya  here  / 

To  enforcen  with  ^effect*  of  my  maticra  21  IS 

And  ^ugb  I  nof  ^  same  wordes  say 

As  ]e  hsaa  herd  /  ^iV  to  }ow  alle  I  pmy 

Blameji  me  nought  for  in  my  eentcnce 

Schul  je  no  wher  fynde  difference  2152 

Fro  pe  sentence  of  fia  trctya  iite 

After  Jre  which  f  ia  litil  tale  I  wryte 

And  ^rfor  herkenof  what*  I  schol  say 

And  lef  me  tellen  al  my  tale  I  pray  2156 

[Break  of  5  lines  ia  Ihe  MS.] 
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[There  are  no  U»t-%imb»n  or  pttrafrttph-bnait  te  tite  ilS. 
T)imhitfi  breakt  are  kept  kere,  at  tiey  resrt  to  (A«  Bix-Tta^  to 
prevent  tligM  differetunt  to  t^t  TetU  tknneiMg  out  mattg  liiMf.] 

["57] 

Ajong*  ma»  called  Melibeua  mighty  uid  riche 
bygat  \-poii  bis  wif  |)at<  called  wtu  pradons .  a 
doughterf  which  Jiot^  called  was  Sophie  // 
[2158]  Vpon  a  day  byfol  [wt  for  Mb  desporf  he 
iswenf  in tojwfoldesliimto/play.  [3i59]liis 
wif<  and  his  doa^tei  eck^  ha^  he  laff  in-witA  hia  hooa  of^ 
which  )«  doTea  were  fast  I-schitte.  [>i6o]  )ra  of  hia 
olde  fooe  han  if  espyed .  and  setten  laddiea  to  ^  walles 
of  his  bous  and  by  Jw  wyndowes  ben  entied  [>t6i]  and 
bee^  his  wyf  and  woundid  his  donjter  wi^  fyao 
mortal  woundea  in  fyoe  sondiy  places  [3161]  fnt'  is  to 
sayn  in  here  foef  in  here  hondes  in  here  eraea  in  here 
noae  and  in  here  month  and  lafte  her  for  deed  and 
went*  away 

[2163]  H  whan  Melibeus  retoumed  was  in  to  his 
hous  and  seigh  al  ))ia  meschief  he  lik*  a  man  mad 
rendyng*  hia  clones  gan  wepe  and  crie . 
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liire  vepyng*  to  atinte  [3169]  ^  For  irhich  resotm  jiis 
noble  wif  ptadens  su&ed  hii  hoiubonde  for  to  vepe 
and  crie  /  as  for  a  certeyn  space.  [3170]  and  whan  Bche 
Beigti  tuT  tyme '.  ache  sayd  him  in  ^is  wise  V  Alias  my 
lord  quod  eche  why  make  je  jouie  self-  for  to  be  lilc  a 
fool.  [1171]  For  so)ie  it  apperteyne)>  nof  to  a  wya  man 
to  make  sach  eonre.  [2173]  Jonre  doujter  wi^ 
Iwgiaceofgodschalwariscbf  beandeschape.  [3 173]  and  ol 
were  it  bo  ))at  scbe  right  now  were  deedi  je  ne  ougbte 
noujV  aa  for  bir  de))  joure  silf<  destioye  [3174]  ^  Sencc 
sai} .  ^  wiae  man  achal  nof  take  to  gref  discomfort  for 
)»e  deth  of*  his  children!  [2175]  but  certea  he  achuldo 
saffren  it  in  pacience  oa  wel  as  he  abyde))  ]>e  deft 
of*  his  owne  persone 

[11 76]  IT  This  nielibcHB  answerde  anoon  &  sayde 
^  what  man  quod  lio  schuld  of*  his  wcpynge  stynte  fiaf 
haj  a  cause  for  to  wopo  [2177]  H  Ihu  crisf  ?  Quaitur  iiio 
oure  lord  himself'  wcpte  for  )»e  deth  of*  lajaius  his  pnpif r  moium 
fiend  [3178]  H  PniUiina  an3\verde  Certes  wel  I  wot/ 
attemperel  wepyng*  is  uo  ^ing<  defended  to  him  ^af 
Borwful  is .  amonges  folk*  in  eorwe .  But'  it  is  la^r  graunted 
him  to  wepe  /  [2179]  ^  apostel  poule  vnto  fie  ApMwnu  id 
Romayna  write^ .  A  man  achal  reioyce  with  hem  Jiaf  maken 
ioye  /  And  wepe  with  such  folk*  as  wepen  [31S0]  %  £uf 
ffoiigfi  attemperel  'wepyng"  be  gianntedf  Outrageous  ni-Vtoi.taet] 
wepynge  certes  is  defended  //  [3181]  Mesure  of  wepynge 
be  conserued.  after  Jie  lore  of"  Crist'  \eX  teche))  va  senec 
[2183]  H  whan  ^f  ^i  frend  is  deed  quod  hef  lef  nought 
\m  yen  to  moyste  ben  of  teres  ne  to  moche  diyo 
IT  Al  ^ough  the  teeres  come  ouf  oP  ^e  eyjenf  lef  he  nof  f  alio 
[2183]  H  And  whan  ^ou  hasf  forgon  [ly  trend!  do  dili- 
gence to  gete  anofPCT-  frende  H  And  Jtie  le  more  wisedom 
))an  to  wepe  for  py  fiend  which  ^at  ^u  hast  lorn. 
For  per  in  is  no  boote  [2184]  IT  And  (tei-fore  if*  je 
goueme  ^w  by  sapience  put  away  sorwe  ouf  of*  jours 
hert    [1185}   IF    Remembreth   )ow  Jvaf   I&c   Sine  sai^ 
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1i  A  man  faif  is  iojous  uul  glad  in  hertef  if  him  con- 
■erveth  Soiiachiiige  in  hia  age  V  Baf  eo^ly  sorwefal  Wto 
make^  hia  boones  diye  [2186]  H  he  saip  edkf  ym, 
faV  soTwe  in  herte  ale^  fnl  many  a  man  [3187]  ^  8a- 
lamon  saif*  ^f  righf  as  motthes  in  schepes  fleea 
annoyeth  fe  clothea.  and  Jie  emale  wonnes  to  ^  tnf 
Bight  /  so  annoyep  sorwe  to  fe  herto  [2188]  U  wherfoie 
Ts  oi^hte  as  wel  in  )w  de))  of*  onre  childnn  aa  in  ^ 
losse  of<  cure  goodes  temporales  hane  padenca 

[2189]  V  Bemembreth  )ow  vpon  Jie  pacien  lop 
^  whan  he  hadde  losf  his  children  and  hia  temporal  sub- 
aUnce  and  in  his  body  endmed  and  leceyned  ful  many  a 
grenona  tribulacioun  f  jif  sayde  he  Jnis  [2190]  H  Onre 
lotd  it/  sent/  vnto  me  Ooie  Iwd  it  ha))  laft  £10  me. 
Righf  so  as  onre  lord  wil !  t^t  ao  be  it  doon  S  I-Ueased 
be  ])e  name  of  oure  lord  [3191]  To  ^esa  fomyde 
^inges  answerith  MehlienB  mto  hia  wif  Fradena 
Alle  fiine  wordes  ben  so^  qnod  he  and  ^erto  pro- 
fy  table  H  Baf  soply  myn  herte  is  ao  tionbled  wi)i  }iis  aorwe ! 
^f  I  noot/  whaf  to  doone  [2192]  V  Lef  calk  qnod 
prudence  ^y  trewo  fiendea  alle  and  ^y  linage  whiche  ^ 
ben  trewo  &  wise .  telleth  hem  joure  grauaunoe  and  heikea 
vhaf  ])ay  say  in  counseilynge .  and  )ow  goueme  after  here 
sentence.  [2193]  ^  Salomon  saith  T  werira  al  ^i  ^g* 
by  coimseil  and  ]m  ^r  neaei  revre 

[2194]  H  )}an  by  fie  couuseil  of<  his  wyf  pmdena 


[3199]  uid  by  fe  maner  of  bb  speche!  it  semed 
fwt  ia  'herte  he  bar  a  cruel  Ire  redy  to  do  Tenge- 
ance  rpon  hia  fooa.  and  sodeynly  desiiede  )at^  ^e 
werre  schulde  bygynne.  [laoo]  bnf  natheles  jif  axed  he 
her  connBeil  in  ^is  matier.  [1201]  ^  A  Sirurgien  by 
licens  and  assent  of*  suche  as  weie  vyse  vp  ros  and 
to  melibeos  sayde  aa  je  may  hiore 

[3202]  V  Siie  qnod  he  as  to  va  Siraigiana  appertieneth 
faif  we  do  to  euery  wight  Jie  boite  ^at  we  can  wher  aa 
we  ben  wtViboldo  aod  to  onre  pacient  ))af  we  do  no 
damage  [2203]  IT  wberfore  it  happefi  many  tyme  and  ofte 
Jiaf  whan  tweye  ban  ouerich  wounded  ofcrf  00. 
Bame  sni^en  heleji  hem  bo^ .  [2204]  where  vnto 
onre  ait  it  is  not  perteyned  to  uoriscbe  werre  ne  parties 
to  BUpportel  [2205]  but  cortes  as  to  warisching"  of 
jouie  dou}t«r  al  be  it  so  (lat  ache  peTTlously  be 
woundid '.  we  schullen  do  so  tentyf  besynes  fro  day  to 
night  )iat  with  ^e  grace  of  god  sche  Bchal  be  hool  and 
sound  als  aoone  aa  it  la  poasible  [2206]  IT  Almosf  righf 
in  ^  same  wise  |ra  phiaiciena  answerden '.  Baue  ^t 
J»ay  aayden  a  fewe  wordes  more  [2107]  ^  That  ryglif 
as  maladies  ben  cured  by  her  contraries!  Bights  so  schal 
men  warissch  wene  by  vengeaunce  [3208]  IT  Hia  neyhe- 
bonres  fill  of  enuyo  his  feyned  freendes  ^t  aemede 
lecounaUed  bis  flaterares  [2209]  mnden  semblaunt 
of  wepyngi  and  appaired  and  a^^egged  mocbe  of  ^is 
inatjere  in  pieiayng*  gretly  melibe  of  might,  of  power 
of  Bichaa,  and  of  frendes  daspisinge  ))e  power  of  his 
adueisarias  [2210]  and  aayden  outerly  ^f  he  anoon  schulde 
wieke  him  on  his  adoArsariea  he  bygynnynge  of  werra 

[2211]  Tp  rooa  ^anne  an  aduocate  fatf  waa  wys. 
by  leue  and  by  counseil  of  o)wr«  paV  were  wise  and  sayde  / 
[1113]  VLordynges.  )ie  needes  for  whiche  we  ben  assemblit 
in  )iis  pkce  ia  ful  heuy  Jiing*  and  an  beigli  matier 
[2213]  by  cause  of  |ie  wrongi  &  of  ^  wikkednea  ^at 
ha^    ben    doon    and    eet    of    ^b    giete    damages    )aV 
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ia  lT:::e  eoizjng'  bra  posaiUe  to  bOe  for  |«  8una 
[•314]  ut-l  ceb  bv  canae  of  ^  g»t«  ncbean  and 
yjvfi  of  ^  panes  boilie  ['215]  foe  ^  whkbe  leeoMns 
i:  were  a  ful  gret  pe/il  to  cttoi  in  these  nuteivs  [3316] 
H  vUerfore  mclibeos  yii  ia  ooie  Kntence  T  we  oounaeile 
^jiT  aboDen  alle  H'S^  )*^  ^^  aoooa  fou  do 
diligence  in  kepyng"  of  ^  bodj  in  sacb  a 
wTse  ^t  ^a  ne  vante  noon  espye  im  Taccfae  fj  body 
for  to  ^ue  [2317]  Y  And  aft^r  ^af  we  eonnaeile  fat  in 
yin  hous  ^n  sette  snfficaant  ganiisoini  So  ^t^  ^y  inaj 
03  wel  ^Y  boilf  as  fitn  boos  defende  [2218]  T  But  certea 
for  t4  motae  werre  ne  acxleynlj  for  to  do  Tenge&nce '. 
we  mar  not  deme  in  so  litel  tyme  ^aV  it  were  pmfit- 
ablc  [1319]  H  wherf on  we  axen  lejstr  'aitd  a  space 
[.  .  .  .]  in  ^is  caas  to  demen  [2230]  Y  For  ^  comnne 
prouerbe  sai^  ^is  H  be  ftp  aoone  deine^  soone  Bchal 
rciH:ute  [3221]  V  And  eet  men  aayn  fat  pilka  Inge  is 
ixya  fat  soone  mJeistondeJ)  a  niatier  and  lugge)  1^ 
leysir.  [3222]  ^  FoT  al  be  it  BO  )^t  /  alle  taiyingv  is  anoyfhl  f 
al^atcs  it  is  110  reproef'  in  jeaynge  of  Inggement .  ns  oP 
ve[n]^aunce  takyng'  nhan  it  is  saffisattnt  and  nsonabta 
[2323]  and  (>at  schewed  onre  lord  ihfi  crist  by  en- 
samplc  V  For  whan  Ji&t  Jw  womman  ^t  was  I-take  in 
atluoutrio  was  broujt  in  bis  presence  to  knowen  whal^ 
acbuldc  be  iloon  of  hir  persone  Al  be  it  fai  he  wist 
bi"i   self'  vrhaf    {vaf  be   wolde  ausweief    ^t  wolde  he 
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Jiat;  ^7  ben  fraische  and  newe  S  And  with  lowde  vois  faj 
Clyde .  werre .  weire . 

[3227]  IT  VpTOOB  ^o  oon  of  ^ess  olde  wise  and 
with  his  hond  made  countenaimce  fiat  men  echulde 
holde  hem  etille  and  jiuen  liim  andience  [2128] 
H  lordyngB  quod  he  tber  is  fd  many  a  man  faV 
ctieth  werre  wene  wot?  ful  litel  whaf  werre 
aroounteth.  [2229]  werre  af  his  hygynajng'  haji  so  greet" 
and  entre  and  so  large  ^at  enery  wigbf  may  eatre 
whan  him  likef  and  lightly  fynde  werre  [2230]  IT  But 
certes  what*  ende  schal  falle  ^eroti  it  is  nof  lightly 
to  knowe  [2231]  For  sojily  whan  ^t  werre  is  oones 
bygonne!  ^ei  is  ful  many  a  child  Tnbore  ot  his  moodcr 
(mf  schal  sterue  jong*  by  cause  oP  Jiiike  werre  or  elles 
lyue  in  sorwe  and  deye  in  wrecchidues  [2232]  K  & 
Jierfore  er  pat  eny  werre  be  hygonne.  men  moste  haue 
gret  counaeil  and  greP  deliberacioun ,  [2233]  11  And  whan 
^is  olde  man  wend  a  to  enforce  his  tale  by  resouns 
wel  neigU  all*  at  oones  bygonno  fay  to  rise  for  to  brelte  his 
tale  and  beden  him  fulofte  his  wordes  t«  abrigge. 
[3234]  For  Bofly  he  fat  prechejr  to  hem  that  liste 
not  to  heere  hia  wordes  his  serraown  hem  anoyeth  [2235] 
II  FoT  Ihetus  Sirac  saitb  ^af  wepyng*  in  musilc  is 
a  noyons  fing<.  fis  is  to  say  H  As  moche  anaylef  to 
speke  tofore  folk/ to  whiche  hia  speche  annoye^f  as  it  ia 
tosynge  byfore  hem  whiche  fat  wepith  [2136]  'H  And  whan 
fis  wise  man  saug&  him  wanted  audience  f  al  scharaefasf 
he  sette  him  donn  agayn  [2237]  ^  For  Salamon  saith .  ther 
as  fou  may  bane  noon  audience '.  enforce  Jw  nof 
to  apeke  [2238]  H  I  se  wel  quod  fis  wise  man  faf  fe 
comune  prouerbe  is  sof  V  Thaf  good  cotmseil  wantith 
whan  it  ia  most*  neede 

[2239]  ^  }it  hadde  fis  melibeua  in  his  cotmReil  many 
folk*  fat  priaely  in  his  eere  ban  counseled  him  cMein  fingi's 
and  counseled  him  fe  contrarie  in  general  audience 

[1340]  H  whan  melibeua  hadde  herd  jef  fe  grett«st< 
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I>'r/',_r  ''J^  Lis  coiuueil  were  sccoided  fiat  be  admlde  make 
w<:rre.  Ad'^'D  be  consented  Ut  here  conunln^  and  fsUj 
aff«rna'>l  h«Te  KiiUnce  [2241]  V  Thaime  dame  PnideiK« 
wlian  fat  ecLe  sangh  ^t  hir  hoasboDde  sebop  him 
Ut  nrekf!  liint  of  his  enemjet  and  to  gyrme  wcmf  ;  Scbe 
in  ful  L'imble  wise  whan  sche  eangfi  hire  tjme  sajd'! 
liini  )^«£e  wor>]r«  [2242]  *!  Uy  lord  quod  scbe  I  ]ov 
1ii«etli(;  an  Lertily  as  I  dar  and  kun  ne  haaU  jow  nongfat  to 
fiiHt':  aii'l  for  alls  gni^nlouiu  as  jeae  me  andience 
[2243]  *:  For  PeKs  Alfona  saith  H  who  ^t  do>  to 
I ':  <iTi^':r  g<xn]  or  barm  '.  baste  ^  nonghf  to  qayteu  hira .  For 
in  pits  wiee  fj  freend  wil  abyde!  and  ^in  enemy  schal 
Jk;  l':ny(;r  lyue  in  drede  [2244]  H  The  prouerbe  eaiji  ^  he 
lianLilli  wc-1  pa,tf  wifily  can  abyde  and  in  wikked  hasto 
ie  ij'i  i>r<jfyf 

[^245]  fi  Thia  mclibena  anawerde  th  to  his  wyP  prudens 
1i  I  imrp'jse  not*  quod  he  to  werk«  by  ^y  coHOseil  fur 
many  citiucs  and  lesouns  V  For  certcs  enery  w^hl^  wolde 
holilu  mc  fiannc  a  fool  [2246]  H  ))ia  is  to  Bsyn  H  If  I 
fur  py  counstil  vrolde  change  ^inges  Jut 
ulTL-rincd  ben  by  so  many  wise  f  [2247]  I  say 
^iil  allc  wommen  be  wikked  and  noon  good 
of'  hum  alle  H  For  of"  a  )H)Usand  men  snip  Salomon 
I  fond  oou  good  man '.  But  certes  ot  alle  wommen  good 
wommun  fond  I  neuer  noon  [2248]  H  And  also  certes  if  I 
goiiurntidu  me  by  |)y  counseil  it  schulde  seme  that^  I  bsdde 


knowe  and  pis  ne  niaj  not*  be  [2253]     [ 
["S3] 


no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

[2154]  whan  dame  Prudence  fill  debonerly  and 
with  gret  pacience  hadde  herd  al  ^t  hir  houabonde 
liked  for  to  seye  V  Than  axed  eche  of*  him  licence  'for  to 
apeke  and  aayde  in  fia  wise  [2255]  fl  My  lord  quod  sche 
as  to  joure  Urate  resoua  certen  it  may  lightly  ho 
answered.  For  I  aay  it  is  no  foly  to  chaungo 
cotmsel  whan  pa  fing/  is  chaungid.  For  dies  whan 
pe  |»ing<  semep  o)ierwise  ))an  it  waa  biforn 
[2256]  And  moreoiier  I  say  foiigh  fiof  je  ban 
sworn  and  I-higfit  to  p^rformo  jnure  emprise  And 
najielea  je  wayue  to  p«i-fornio  fillto  same  emptiso 
by  iuste  cnu^o  men  scliulde  not  say  ^crforo  fiat/  je  were 
a  lyere  ne  forsworn  [2257]  For  (to  book/  seif  fat  fe 
wise  man  makef  no  lesyng*  whan  lie  torneth  his  corragc  to 
f«  better  [2258]  f  And  al  be  it  so  )iat  joure  emprise  be 
establid  and  ordoyned  by  grct  multitude  of*  poeplef  ^it 
thar  je  not  accomplise  ^ilke  same  ordinaunce  but  30U  like  / 
[3359]  For  fe  tronfo  of*  fing"  and  Jie  profyf  ben 
rather  foundo  in  fewe  folk*  }&V  ben  wise  and  ful  of 
leaoun  )iaa  by  gret  multitude  of  folk*  fat*  euery  man 
crieth  and  clateTe|)  what^  fat  him  likef  sofely 
such  multitude  is  nof  honest*  [2160]  H  An  to  fe  secoufide 
Tesoun  wher  as  je  sayn  fat  alia  wommen  ben  wikke ' 
Saue  jonre  grace.  Certia  je  despise  alls  wommen  in  fis 
wise  and  fat  alls  despyaith  aaif  fe  hook  / 
[3361]  And  aeneo  aaith  who-so  wil  hane  Sapi- 
ence schal  no  man  desprayse  buf  he  achat  gladly  teche  f  e 
acience  faf  he  can  wifoute  pr«aumpcioun  of  pry  da 
[2263]  and  suche  finges  as  he  uoug&t^  can  he 
achal  not'  ben  aschamed  to  leme  hem  and  enquete  of<  losse 
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fullc     jNin     himself'     [1163]     V     And     sin     ^     La^ 

bo  fill  many  a  good  womman     [ 

["64] 

]    if  alls 

woitimen  hadde  beu  wikke  [2265]  after  Jiat  for 
)ie  grcte  bouute  ^af  is  in  wommeu  f  Ouiq  lord  i£u  criat/ 
whan  he  was  risen  fro  def>  to  lyne  apperede  ra^r  to  a 
woniman  |iaii  to  his  apostlea.  [2266]  H  And  ^ngh 
faV  Salamon  say  he  fond  neuer  good  womman 
If  folwith  noujf  ferfore  Jaf  alle  wommen  ben 
wikke.  [3267]  For  Jwugh  ^at  he  fonde  noone  goode 
woi'tmen  certea  many  a  no^er  man  ha)i  founden 
many  a  womman  ful  goode  and  trewe  [1268]  H  Or  elles 
pitrauenture  ^ontent  of  Salamon  waa  ^is  as  in 
Eouereyn  bouute.  he  fond  no  wommaii  [2269]  )>ia  la  to 
say  fnV  ^r  is  no  wigfif  )iat  haji  sonerein  botmte 
saue  god  aloone  as  he  himself*  recotdefi  in  his  euaun- 
gclie.  [2270]  For  |)or  nys  no  creature  so  good  y»,V  him 
wantith  som-what  of*  pe  pfrfeccioun  of*  god  ^at  is  his 
niakere  [2271]  IT  Joure  )iridde  lesoun  is  fiis .  jeseyn.  |nfifi* 
;e  gou^iied  ;ow  by  counsel  of  me  it  schulde  aenie  )iat  }a 
liadde  yeue  me  the  maystty  and  pa  lordadiipe  ouer  joura 
persone.  [2272]  sire  saue  joure  grace  it"  is  not"  so.  For 
if"  so  were  fat  no  man  schulde  bo  counseiled  but  by 
hem  pat  hadde  maystrie  and  lordscbipe  of  his  personef 
mc'i  wolde  noughf  bo  counaoiled  so  ofte  [2373]  51  For  soflj 
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anche  wommea  e&if  Salomon  Jiaf  it  vere  better  to  a  man  to 
dwells  in  desert  )>aD  with  a  womman  ^at^  is  riotous  [2278]  and 
sire  by  joute  leae  ))at  ant  not  I  [1379]  ^  ^°'^  i^  ban  ful 
ofte  assayed  my  grete  scilence  and  my  grete  pacience  and 
eek<  how  wel  ^at^  I  can  hyde  and  hele  Jiinges  ^1^ 
ben  secrely  to  hyde  [2280]  fl  And  eofly  as  to 
joure  fyfte  reeoun  vber  as  je  aayn  faV  in  wikkede  coun- 
sel] wommen  renqiiisscheth  men.  god  vot  |)ilke  leaoan 
stonf  here  in  no  etede  /  [2281]  For  vnderstondith  now  je 
^ein  counseil  to  do  wickidnes  [22S2]  and  if  je  wil 
wirke  wickidnes  and  joure  wyf^  restreyuo  ^ilko 
wicked  pwj-pos  and  ouercome  jou  by  resoun  and  by 
good  counseiH  [2283]  Certes  joure  wyf"  oweth  rafer  be 
preiaed  than  y-blaraed  /  [2284]  IT  Thus  achulde  je  vnder- 
stonde  fe  philosopher  (lat  seif  in  wicked  coujiseil 
woinmcn  vcnqiiyachen  lior  housbondea  [2285]  U  And  fer 
as  je  blame  alle  wymmeii  and  hero  resounai  I  schal  acbewe 
by  muny  resouwa  and  eusaniplos  fat"  many  a  wontmau  hath 
ben  ful  good  and  )it  been  and  here  couiiseiles  ful  holsome 
and  profitable  [2286]  IT  Eke  some  men  han  sayd  |)af  )« 
counseilyng*  oP  wommen  is  ouper  to  dere  or  to 
Jitel  of  pris  [2287]  But  al  be  it  so  >af  ful  many  a 
wo/nman  is  hodde  and  bir  counseil  vile  and  nof  woij)! 
jef  han  men  founde  many  a  ful  good  wotnmaii  and  ful 
diacret  and  wya  in  coaDseilyng*  [2288]  H  lo  lacob  by 
couiueil  of  his  moder  Kebecca  wan  )ra  ble68yDg<  of 
his  fader  ysaak*  and  ]»  lordschipe  of  alle  bis  bre^ren 
[2389]  H  laditb  by  hire  goode  counseil  delyuered  [«  Citeo  of 
Betbulie  in  which  scha  dwellid  out  of  ^a  houa  of 
OlophemiM  f«t  had  it  byeeged  and  wolde  it  al  destroye 
[2390]  H  Abigayl  deltneied  Nabol  hir  housbond  fro 
Danid  Jie  king*  Jiat^  wolde  haue  I-slayn  him  and  appesed 
^  Ire  of  Jie  kyng<  by  hir  witte  and  by  hii  good  couRseil- 
ynge  [2291]  V  Hester  by  good  counseil  euhaunsed  gretly 
fa  poeple  of  god  In  ^  legne  of  assueritt  )n  kyng^ 
[3392]  and  ^  same  bounte  in  good  counseilyng*  of  many 
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a  good  Tomtnan  may  men  rede  anct  telle  [3193]  Aiul  mora 
oner  whan  oare  lord  had  cnat  adorn  onn  foima  fiider! 
he  sayJe  in  pia  wise  [3294]  T  Hit  ia  not  goode  to  In  & 
man  aloone .  malie  we  to  him  an  help  aemblaUe  to  him 
self  [3295]  H  here  may  ja  ae  ^t  i^  ^t  s  womman 
were  not  ^good  and  hir  counaeil  good  and  piofytaUef 
[3396]  oure  lord  god  of  heaen  wolda  neither  hane  wron^ 
hem  ne  called  bem  help  of  man  but  ra^  conAuunm  to 
man  [3397]  H  And  ^c  aayde  oonea  a  clerk'  in  tno  Teraiw 
H  what  is  better  than  gold.  lasper.  And  what*  ia  better  ^«n 
laspcrf  wiaedom.  [3298]  and  what*  is  better  than 
wisedomf  womman,  and  whal^  ia  better  than  good 
wommanf  Ko  Jiing  [3399]  V  And  ain  by  many  o^ 
resoQjis  may  je  se  fat  many  wommen  ben  goode 
and  [.  .  .  no  gap  in  MS.]  profitable  [3300]  and  ^«rfom 
if  ;e  wil  truate  to  my  counseilf  I  achal  reatore  30a 
joure  doujter  bool  and  sound  [2301]  V  and  eek^  I  wil  doon 
}ou  BO  mocho  ^f  je  schul  haue  honour  in  )ns  cauae 

[3303]  IT  whan  Melibe  hod  herd  ^ese  wordea  of  hia 
wif  pmdonsl  he  eeide  poB.  [3303]  T  I  aa  wel  ^tf  ^ 
word  of  Salomon  is  bo}i  IT  he  aeitb  fiaf  fn  wordea  fai 
ben  epokcn  discretly  by  oidinaance  been  facmy  oomhea. 
Fur  )Niy  ;euen  awetaes  to  pe  aoule.  and  holmea 
to  po  body  [2304]  ^  And  wyf  bycsose  of  fj  awete 
wordce  and  cuk*  for  I  haue  aaaayed  and  pnmed  }ii  gret« 
sapiens  &  pi    grete   troa^f  I  wil  gonsma  me  by  pj 
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god  and  pray  him  to  dresse  Jiy  wajes.  and  loka  )af 
sUb  )il  couDseiles  be  in  him  for  euermore  [3309]  4  Seiuf 
lame  eek<  soith  T  If  eoy  of<  jow  haue  neede  of<  sapiens  axe 
it  of*  god.  [3310]  and  aftirward  ^anne  Bchul  je  take 
counseil  in  joare  self,  and  examine  wel  jooie  ]K>u}tea  oP 
aache  f>ii)gea  aa  ;oti  ^inki^  pa,V  is  beef  for  joure  profyf 
[231 1]  and  ^onne  Bchul  je  dryue  fro  jooie  hertes 
yo  pat  ben  contmrie  to  good  counseil.  [2313] 
Jiat  is  to  say .  Ira .  coneytise .  and  haatyuee 

[3313]  IT  Fiisf  ho  )>at  axe^  counseil  of<  himself',  certea 
he  moate  be  wifouta  Ire.  for  many  cause  [2314] 
H  The  first  is  pis  ^  He  ^at^  ha^  gref  lie  and  wia^)>e  in 
himself,  he  weneth  alwey  he  may  do  ))ing<  pat?  he 
may  not  doo  [2315]  H  And  secoundly  he  Jiat  is  Irons 
and  wrap,  he  may  nof  wcl  deme  [2316]  U  and  be 
pat  may  not  wvl  demef  may  noughf  wol  couoseile  [3317] 
H  The  pridde  is  pis ,  paf  he  pa  is  Irons  and  wroth  as  saip 
Senec  may  not  speke  but  blameful  pingea  [3318] 
uid  with  his  vicious  wordes  he  stirep  oper  folk>  to 
anger  and  to  Ira  [2319]  H  And  cek*  sire  ]e  moste  dryue 
coneitise  out  of  joure  herte  /  [3320]  U  For  papostU  saith 
paf  couBytise  is  roote  of<  alU  harmes.  [3331]  And  trusteth 
wel  paf  a  coueitoua  man  ne  can  noS  deme  ne  pinke 
^hnf  oonly  to  fulfiUe  pe  ende  of<  his  coueitise  [2322]  ^  And 
certea  pat  may  neuer  ben  accomplised  V  For  ener 
po  mora  abundaunca  pat  he  hath  of  riches,  pe  more 
be  desirath  [3333]  And  eira  je  moste  also  dryue  out? 
of  jour  herte  hastynea.  [2324]  For  certes  je  may 
nought  dame  for  pe  beete  a  sodein  pou}t<  pat  fallep  in 
jouie  herte  ^  But  ye  moeta  auysa  ;au  on  it  ful  ofte 
[3315]  If  For  u  je  herde  here  bifom  pe  comune  prou«rba  is 
pis  f  pat  he  pat  soone  demeth  sooue  repentith ! 

[3336]  V  Sire  )a  ben  not  alway  in  Iik<  disposicionn 
[2327]  For  certis  som  ping<  paf  som  tyme  semep  to 
jow  pat  it  is  good  for  to  doof  anoper  tyme  it  semep 
-to  joa  tftonntfane 
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[2328]  whan  jB  ban  taken  coufiscil  injonreseluen.  and 
ban  demed  by  good  delibemciouu  sucb  fing  as  jovr 
BOnep  best*  [2329]  V  ))anne  rede  I  jou  pat  je  kepe  it 
secre.  [3330]  Bywreye  nought  }ouio  couneeil  to  no  persone 
but  it  so  be  ))at  je  wane  eicurly  that  )><irgh  ]oate 
bywieyuige  joure  coadicioun  acbal  be  to  jow  pe  mora 
profytable  [2331]  11  For  Ihc  Syrac  sai^  It  Keifer  to  pi 
too  ne  to  pi  freend  discouere  nof  py  secre  ne  ])y  foty 
[2332]  H  For  ^ey  wil  ;iue  jou  audience  and  lokyng*  and 
Bupportacioun  in  ^i  presence  and  scorn  in  thin 
absence  [2333]  It  anojiiw  clerk"  eaif  faP  ekarsly  Behalf  Jwa 
fynde  eny  persone  ^at  may  kepe'  couneeil  eecrcely 
[*334]  It  The  book"  aaith  H  whil  fou  kepiaf  pi  coujiaail 
in  pin  herte  fiou  kepesf  it  in  fii  prisoun  [2335]  It  and 
whan  ))ou  bywreyeat  |ii  counseil  to  any  wight  f  he  holde^ 
fe  in  his  snare  [2336]  IT  And  ferfore  jow  is  better 
hydo  joure  counseil  in  joure  herte  ^an  piayen  him  to 
whom  je  haue  bywryed  joure  counseil  Jiatf  he  wol  kepe 
it  cloa  and  atille  [2337]  H  For  Seneca  seith  H  If  so  be 
paV  ftou  ne  niaist^  not  )iin  owne  counsel  hydef  how 
darsf  fou  preven  any  ofer  wigBtf  fi  counseil  secreely  to 
kepef  [2338]  ^  But  nafeles  if  Jiou  wene  secutly  pa.V 
fjy  bywreying"  of"  pj  counsel  to  a  persone  wol  make  ^y 
condicioun  stonde  in  pe  better  plit« !  panna  schalt  ))ou 
telle  him  fy  counsel  in  fis  wise  [2339]  It  First?  Jk>u 
shalf  make  no  sembla»nt  wher  pe  were  leuer  wem  or 
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Bidere  wLich  of*  horn  be]i  most*  faithful  and  mosf 
wise  and  eldeaf  and  mosf  appiouyd  in  coimsaylinge 
[3346]  H  And  ot  hem  Bchalf  ^ou  axe  ^j  coonBail  as  ^ 
eaaa  ^leqniieth 

[*347]  '  I  aay  Jiat  first  je  achul  clepe  to  jonr  conn- 
aeil  joure  frendea  that  ben  trewe  [3348]  II  For  Salomon 
sai^  For  right  ae  ^e  hert  of  a  man  delitith  in  aauoui 
^af  ia  sootef  Right*  bo.  ^e  connseil  oiP  trewe  frendes 
jenef  snetnes  to  ))e  Boule  [2349]  H  lie  Boith  also  ther 
may  no  ^ing*  be  likened  to  )ie  trewe  freeod  [2350]  H  For 
certes  gold  ne  eiluer  befi  nought  so  moche  wor^  as  ^e 
goode  wil  of  a  trewe  froeud .  [3351]  V  And  eok  he  sayde 
^t  a  trewe  frend  ia  a  strong"  defena  who  )>at 
it  fynde^  certes  he  fyudeji  a  gret  trcBour 
[1353]  H  ^anne  schul  ;e  cck<  constdcte  if*  ^at  joiire 
toe  we  frendea  hen  discrete  and  wyse  For  ]ib  hook 
aailh .  axe  ^i  counseil  alwey  of  hem  |)at  ben  wyae . 
[3353]  and  by  fis  same  resoun  shul  je  clepe  to  joure 
connseil  of  joure  frendea  ^at  ben  of  age  suche  as  haue 
I-seye  sightea  and  ben  experf  in  many  ^inges  and  ben 
approayd  in  counseylingea  [2354]  1!  For  fe  hook"  eaith 
^t  in  olde  men  is  )ie  aapience  and  in  longe  tyme 
])e  prudence  [3355]  %  And  tuUiua  saij)  ^at  gieta 
]iinges  hen  nof  ay  accompliced  by  strengjie  ne  by 
delyuemes  of  body!  buf  by  good  counseil  hy  anctorite 
of  persones  tmd  by  science,  the  whiche  ^re  fiiagea  ne 
been  not'  feble  by  age!  but  certis  fay  enforeen  and  en- 
cresen  day  by  day  [3356]  and  thanne  schul  je  kepe 
^is  for  a  genend  reule  II  Fiisf  schol  je  depe  to  joure 
connseil  a  fewe  of  jonre  frendes  ]iaf  ben  eepecial 
[3357]  For  Salomon  sai^  %  Many  frendes  haue  )»u 
haV  amoug>  a  )K>usand  chese  Jie  oon  to  be  ^y  connaeil- 
onr.  [1358]  For  al  be  it  bo  fiat  ^n  firat  ne  telle  fj 
.  counseil  but  to  a  fewe!  ^u  maysl'  afterward  telle  it  to 
mo  folk  if  it  be  neede  [3359]  BuP  loke  alwey  Jiat  pj 
oouuseilows  haue  ^ilke  ^re  condiciouns  ^t  I  haue  sayd 
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bifoie  ]»at  is  to  say  )iat  Jtay  ben  tiewe  and  olde  and 
ot  wys  experiens  [2360]  H  And  werke  noojt  alw^  in  eneij 
neede  by  00a  counseilour  alloone  II  For  eom  tyme  byhoue^ 
it  be  counseiled  by  many  [3361]  ^  For  Salomon  eaith 
H  Saluacioun  of*  Jringes  is  wher  as  Jwra  be^  many 
counseilours. 

[3363]  Kow  si^  ^at  I  bane  told  ;ow  of*  which  folk* 
je  Bchul  be  counseled  V  Now  wU  I  telle  ;ow  which 
counseil  ;e  oi^&t  eschlewe.  [3363]  Fiiet^  je  scbal  eapie 
^e  counseil  of  fooles  %  Fot  Salomon  sei^  take  no  coun- 
seil of"  a  fool  For  he  ne  can  not  counseile  but  after  bis 
oughne  lusf  and  his  alTeccioun  [3364]  V  The  book^  sei|i 
^at^  )«  proprete  of  a  fool  is  )>is  he  trowe^  ligKtly 
harm  of<  euery  wight  &  lightly  trowe^  alle  bounta  in 
himaelP  [2365]  H  Thow  Bchalf  escbiewe  eek"  J<o  connseil 
of  alle  flalcrcrs  suche  as  enforcen  hem  ra^«re  to  prayae 
joure  persone  by  flaterie  fan  for  to  telle  jow  )«  so^ 
fastnesse  at  fiingcs 

[2366]  H  wheifore  -  TuUins  saith  Amonges  alls 
pestilences  fiat  'ben  in  freodechipe  ^af  is  ^  grette«t 
Satcrie .  f  And  )>erfore  is  it  more  neede  ^t  )K>n  escbiewe 
and  drede  flakreis  more  ^an  eny  ofer  peple  [3367]  4  Hie 
book"  saif.  Jjou  Bchalf  rafer  dredn  and  flee  fro  ^ 
swcte  wordcs  of*  flaterers,  |icn  fro  '  ^  ^gM 
wordea  of*  fy  frend  faf  Baif  fe  fi  Bofes  [3368] 
IT  Salamon    snifi  paV  fie  wordes  of  a  flaterei'  is  a  snan 
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grace  of  his  olde  euemyes  [^374]  IT  Aad  ysope  eaith.  Ne 
trnste  nof  to  hem  wi^  which  f'ou  haaf  had  som  tyme  werre 
or  enniTte .  ne  telle  not  hem  fj  counseil  [3375]  And 
Seneca  telle))  ]»  cause  why  it  may  not  be  eaith  ha 
]iat  wher  aa  a  greet  fuyr  ha^  loi^e  tyme  endured  f  ^t 
^ere  ne  leneji  Bom  vapour  of'  hete  [1376]  ^  And 
fwrfore  Baith  Solomon  %  In  ym  olde  enemy  traste  Jwu  neuere 
[2377]  T  For  sicurly  )iough  (lin  enemy  be  reconsiled 
and  make  ^e  cheer  oP  humilite  and  lowte^  to  f» 
hia  heedf  ne  trist  him  nener  [3378]  For  cert«s 
be  maki^  ))ilke  feyned  humilite  more  for  his  profyf 
^an  for  eny  lone  of  f'l  pe;^one  by  cauee  he  dem- 
yth  to  haue  viotorie  ouer  |)i  persone  IT  By  auch  feyned 
countyuaunce  the  whiche  victorie  he  might"  noujf  haue  by 
atryf'  and  werre  [1379]  H  And  Petir  AJfona  aai|>  If  Make  no 
felascbipe  with  pine  olde  enemyea.  for  if"  fou  do  hem 
bounte '.  fey  wil  peruerten  it  in  to  wikkednes 
[1380]  &  eek"  Jiou  mosf  eachicwe  fe  counseilynge  of  hem 
fatf  ben  (>y  seniauutj  and  beren  fo  greP  reuerence.  For 
par  anenture  fai  aay  if  more  for  drede  fian  foe  loue 
[2381]  And  ferforo  saith  a  philosophre  in  fii 
■wise  H  Ther  ia  no  wighf  parfytly  trewe  to  him  f«f  he  to 
aore  drodeth  [3383]  H  And  TuUius  aaith  II  ])er  ia  no 
wighf  BO  gret  oP  eny  emperout  Jat  onge  may  endure 
but  if  he  hauu  more  loue  of  fe  peple  than  drede 
[3383]  H  Thow  also  eschiewe  fe  eounseil  of  folk* 
jMf  ben  dronkelewe  For  fay  ne  can  no  counsel  hyde 
[3384]  H  For  Salomon  eaith  H  Ther  regnep  no  priuete  J»r  aa 
is  dionkeneeae  [3385]  II  je  schul  also  haue  in  suspect* 
fe  counseil  of  Buch  folk"  as  counseilef  jon  oon  fing* 
prtnely  and  connseila  jow  fe  contrarie  openly  [3386] 
H  For  Caasiodorie  aoith  it  is  a  maner  sleigh  te  to 
hindre  whan  he  schewif  to  doon  oon  fing"  openly  and 
werkith  priaely  fe  contrarie.  [3387]  H  fou  schalf  olao 
^Bschiewe  fa  counseil  of  wikked  foUcea  H  For  fo 
bootsaitb.  V  The  coonselyng* of  wikked  foltis  alwayful 

['  Itaftli,  »aM] 
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oP  fraaJe  [2388]  t  ami  Datiid  eaith  f  Blisfol  ia  ^At  man 
^aif  hafi  not*  foltreJ  )ie  counwilfng'  of  vikked  men  or 
Bchrcwes  [1389]*^  Thowschalt  also  eschiewe^counseilynge 
of'  )onge  folk-?!)  for  here  counseil  is  nought/  type 

[2390]  ^  Xowsiresjn  Ihaneschewed  jou  of  what' folk' 
)e  schul  take  joure  couuaail  and  of  whicbe  folk^  je  schallen 
folwe  ^e  counseil  [2391]  %  Now  schal  I  teche  ^w  how  30 
Hcbul  cxamyno  joure  counseil  aftec  fe  doctr/ue  of  tollins 
[2392]  H  In  the  examynyng*  of  jonre  counseilouree  f 
je  Bchul  consiilre  many  Jiinges  [2393]  H  Al-thir  first'  jo 
Bchul  consiilre  fat  in  filke  (ting*  that  ^u  propoaisf 
and  vp  whaf  jiing*  ^u  wilf  haue  counseil  that  verray 
trouthe  be  sayd  and  consiilerid .  Jris  ia  to  aayn .  telle 
trewely  (ly  tale  [2394]  1!  For  he  faf  saith  fals  may  nof 
wel  be  counacled  in  fat  caa  of  which  he  lyeth  [3395] 
Yl  And  after  fiis  |)ou  schalt  considers  the  ^inges  ^t' 
accorUcn  to  ^nV  purpoa .  foi  to  do  by  )>y  counseil 
if  reaoun  acconle  fer  to  [2396]  H  and  eek"  if  Jiy 
ini^lif  may  accorde  ficr  to.  and  if  fe  more  part  and  po 
bcttvr  part  of  }iy  counseilours  accorde  ^r-to  01  noon 
[2397]  H  Tlinnno  achalf  fou  conaidtre  whaf  fing*  echal 
folwo  of  faf  counsailynge .  aa  hate.  pees,  werre. 
grace,  profyt/.  or  damage  and  many  ojwr  ^ir^ee 
[2398]  f  And  in  alle  )ieae  f>ingea  tvou  achalf  chese 
fa  U'sto  and  wcync  alle  ofier  jjingea  [3399]  jpaanv 
schalL'  poM  consiilre  of  what  roote  ongendred  ia  fj  matier 


achulda  take  vpoa  him  so  heny  a  charge  ^t;*  he  mighto  nof 
bere  it  [2405]  H  For  Jie  prouerbe  sei^  f  He  paV  moche 
embrasith  destroyeji  litel  [3406]  H  And  Catoun  sei)i 
Aaaaj  to  do  such  ))ing*  as  |wu  liast*  power  to  dooa . 
leef  pat  fj  charge  oppiesse  ^e  so  sore.  |Hit<  )ie 
bihoue  to  wayue  fiing  fiaf  ))oa  hasf  bjgonne 
[3407]  H  And  if  BO  be  paV  fiou  be  ia  doubte  '  wher  fioa 
maisf  porfomae  a  Jring*  or  noou  chesa  rather  to  snffre 
]>an  bygynne  [3408]  H  And  pttre  alfona  aaith  If' 
pan  hast  mig&t  to  doon  a  ^ing*  of<  which  fiou  moef 
repente  if  b  bettei  nay  )ian  }ee  /  [3409]  ^is  is 
to  sayn  Jiat  J»e  ia  better  holde  fy  tongue  atille  fan 
to  epeke  [2410]  U  Than  may  je  vnderstoade  by 
Btrenger  resouns.  paV  if  )iou  hast  power  to  parforme  a 
werk*  of  which  foa  schnlf  tepente '.  panne  is  it  bett«r 
Jiaf  fou.  auffre  pan  bigynnc.  [2411]  wel  seyn  pay  faP 
defenden  enery  ivigbP  to  assaie  fing*  oP  which  he  is 
in  doute  whefir  he  may  porforme  it  or  noon  [2412] 
YI  And  after  whan  je  hnn  exaniyncd  jouro  counseil  as  I 
haue  sayd  biforn  and  k  no  wen  wel  je  may  par- 
forme  joure  emprise  '■  conferme  it  fianne  sadly  til  it  be  at 
aaende 

[2413]  H  Now  is  it  tyme  and  resotm  paV  I  achewe  jow 
whanne  and  wherforo  )iat  je  may  chaunge  joure  coun- 
seil wi^uten  reproef  /  [3414]  II  Sothly  a  man 
may  channge  his  parpos  and  his  counseil  if  pe  cause 
cessef  or  whan  a  newe  cause  bytydej)  [2415]  51  For  pe 
lawe  Beith  II  vpon  fiingea  ^f  newely  bityde)i  bifaoae)i 
newe  counseil.  [2416]  and  Seneca  seith  II  If  ^ycoonseil 
be  cornea  to  pa  eeres  of  fin  enemy  f  channge  pj  counsail 
[3417]  ^  Thow  maist/  also  channge  py  counseil  if  ao  be 
Jiaf  poa  fynde  Jaf  by  errour  or  by  ofer 
pTOcesse  harm  or  damage  may  bytyde  [3418]  ^  Also 
)k>u  chaunge  pj  counseil  If  fay  be  diahoneat  or  ellea 
comnneth  of  dishoneate.  [2419]  For  pe  lawea  aayit  51  That* 
slle  pe   lieatea   ]ial^   ben   disboneate    ben  of  no  valieu 
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[1410]  and  eek*  if  it  so  be  ^t^  it  be  impossible,  or  may 
not  goodly  be  parformed  or  kept* 

[3431]  and  take  )ia  for  a  general  reule  ^  That^  vaery 
conoseil  JtaV  is  affermed  or  etreng^  so  strongly  ^t>  it  maj 
not  be  chaimged  for  no  condicioun  ^V  may  bitide  11  I  saj 
^t  )>iUce  coanseil  is  vrikked 

[341  z]  H  (lis  melibens  whan  be  had  herd  ]w  doctrine  oP 
bia  wyf  dame  pnidens  answerde  in  ^ia  wi^e 
[2433]  H  Dame  quod  he  jit  as  in  to  Jtis  tjme  )e 
ban  wel  and  couenably  taught^  me  as  in  general  bov  I 
Bcbal  goueme  me  in  chesynge  and  in  wiliboldyngQ 
of<  my  counseilooreB  [3434]  ^  Baf  now  wold  I  fayn 
je  wolde  condescende  as  in  especial  [3435]  &  telleji  me 
wbaf  semef  or  how  like^  jow  by  ouie  connseiloores 
)iaf  we  ban  chosen  in  onre  present  neede 

[3416]  ^  My  lord  quod  sche  I  byseke  jow  in  al  hom- 
blesce  jut  je  wil  nof  wilfully  repplye  ajeinst  my  resomu 
ne  distempre  jonie  herte  ^ongb  I  say  or  speke  JiLDg<  ^t*  ^w 
displeeith  [3427]  H  For  god  woof  faV  as  in  myn  entenf  I 
speke  it  for  joure  beste.  for  joure  honour,  and  for  joor 
'profyf  eek  [3438]  ^  And  eo^ly  I  hope  ^t  jonr  be- 
nigiiiU!  wol  take  ib  in  to  pacience  [3439]  H  For  tmate)i  ma 
wel  quod  sche  paV  joure  counseil  as  in  ^  csas  ne  soholds 
not  as  fur  to  s|)eke  propurly  be  called  a  coanseilyng< '.  bat  / 
a  mocioun  or  a  moeuynge  of  foly  [3430]  in  which  cooiueil 
je  han  erred  in  many  a  sondry  wise 
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reconailed  and  folk*  ^f  doon  jow  reoerence  wi^oute 
loue  [3436]  H  Eke  alao  je  han  erred!  For  39  ban 
braa^tf  with  30W  to  joore  coanBeil.  Ire,  Coueitise  and 
Hastynea.  [2437]  )>e  wbicbe  |iTe  jiingea  ben  contra- 
rioiu  to  euQij  counsail  btmeat'  and  profitable  [3438]  H  The 
wbicbe  ^le  Jilngea  je  haue  nongbf  annentisscbed  or  deatroyed 
iie;))er  in  joure  aelf  ne  in  jonre  coanseilourea  as  je  ougbte 
[3439]  V  Also  ]e  bane  erred.  For  }e  haue  scbewed  to  ;oure 
counseUourB  joure  talent  and  joure  afleccioun  to  make 
werre  and  for  to  doon  vengeaunce  anoon  [2440]  11  fay  han 
espyed  by  joure  wordea  to  what  ]iinge  )e  ben  enclined 
[2441]  and  ^erfore  haue  {my  counselled  jow  rather  to 
joore  talent  Jian  to  joure  profyt  [3442]  H  Je  baue  erred 
alaof  For  it  seme})  ftaf  jow  sufScef  to  bane  been  coun- 
seiled  by  fese  counscilours  only  and  wif  litel  anys 
[3443]  wher-as  in  so  gref  and  so  hcigb  a  neede  it  hadde 
be  necesBarious  mo  couiiseilours  and  more  deliberacioun  to 
porforme  jonre  emprise  [2444]  je  have  erred  also  H  For 

t 

[2445]     ■     ■ 

no  gap]  je  bane  maked  no  dinidoun  bytwixe 

joun  counsailours  |)i8  is  to  seyn  bittrix  joura 
&endeB  and  jouie  feyned  counaeiloura .  [3446]  na  je  ne  bane 
nongKt  I-knowe  )«  wille  of  joare  frendea  olde  and  wise . 
[3447}  Bat  je  haue  cast  aUe  here  wordea  in  an  bocbepocbe  / 
•nd  enclyned  jonre  berte  to  ye  more  part  and  to  fo 
grott«r  nombre  and  ]iere  be  je  condescendid  [1448] 
H  And  ayn  je  wot  wel  men  achal  alway  fynde  a 
gntter  noinbr«  of<  fooles  ])an  of  wyse  menf  [3449]  and 
^arfim  ^  oonnsailea  ^t  ben  at  congregaciouns  and  mul- 
titndea  of  folt.  ^  as  men  taken  more  reward  to  fe 
luombre  ^an  to  ]»  sapience  of  persones .  [3450]  je  se  wel 
^af  in  SDcbe  coanseilyi^GS  foolea  bane  mayatrie  [3451] 
K  Melibens  answerde  agayn  and  sayde  H  I  graante  wel  ^af 
I  bane  erred!  [3453]  But*  fere  as  fun  hasf  told  me 
tofom  yaV  be  is  nooghf  to  blame  faV  cbaungef  bis  coun- 

CANT.  TALBS.— BABL.  [>f«/ll«]  !    K 
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seilours    in   corteyn   caos    and    for    certeyn    iuate     causes 

[3453]  H  I  am  al  redy  to  chnunge  my  cottnseiloura  rigfiu 
aa  fiou  wilf  deuyse  [2454]  %  Tlie  prmierbe  Baitb  paf 
foe  to  do  flyime  is  maanyBch .  Bat/  certes  for  to  perseuere 
longo  in  synne  is  werk"  of- )«  deuyl 

[1455]  H  To  pis  sentence  anoon  answerde  dame  pni- 
dena  and  saido  [3456]  It  Examineth  quod  ache  joure  coun- 
eail  and  lef  vs  sc  wliich  of  hem  ba))  spoke 
mosf  resonalily  and  tnughf  jou  best*  counsail  [2457] 
And  for  as  moche  as  ^o  oxaminacioun  ia  necessarid  f 
let*  va  byginne  af  )o  Surgiens  and  af  ^e  pbiaiciena  ^t 
firsf  spekcn  in  ^ia  matiere  [2458]  51  I  say  jou  )iaf  ^e 
Burgiena  and  {«  pbyaieiens  ban  sayd  ;ow  in  jotire  counseil 
diacretly  as  hem  ougbt  [3459]  and  in  here  speche 
Bayden  ful  wisely  faf  to  pe  office  of  hem  appenditb  to 
doon  to  euery  vrigbP  honour  and  profyP.  and  no  wijt 
to  annoye  [2460]  and  after  here  orofP  to  do  gret  diligence 
Tn  to  ))e  cuce  of  hem  wbicb  ^at*  )»ay  baue  in  here  gouem- 
aunco  [34C1]  And  sire  righf  as  fiay  anewerda 
wiaely  and  diacretly  J  [2462]  Eight  so  redo  I  faf  fay 
bo  hoiidy  and  soueniignly  guerdoned  for  here  noble 
specho  /  [2463]  and  eelf  for  foy  sehullen  do  fe  moro 
eutentyf'  besynes  in  J)o  curyng'  oP  pure  doujt«r  dere 
[2464]  IT  For  al  be  it  so  faf  fsi  be  jouro  frendee! 
ferfore  acbul  je  nought  auffre  faf  fay  schul  eema  jow  for 
noujf /[Z465]  But'^eougbte  f e  ra])ero  to gnerdoune  hem  and 
Bchewe  hem  joure  largesse  [2466]  H  &  as  touchynge  fe 
proposiciottna  wbiche  fe  pliisiciena  ban  schewed  jou  in  fie 
caas  fis  ia  to  aayn  [2467]  fat"  in  maladyea  oon 
contrarie  is  warissbed  by  anojier  contrarie ,  [2468]  I 
wolde  fayn  knowe  filke  texf  and  how  fay  vndorstonde  it  and 
wbflt  is  jouro  entente  {2469]  f  Certea  quod  Melibeua 
■vnderatonden  it  ia  in  fia  wise  [2470]  faf  righf  aa  fay  ban 
do  mo  a  contrarie  f  right  so  schold  I  do  hem  anofer 
[1471]  IT  For  rights  as  fni  ban  venged  hem  on  me  and 
doou  mo  wrongif  Bighf  so  achal  I  venga  me  vp  on  hem 
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■nd  dooD  hem  wioDg*  [2472]  aiid  ^anne  haue  I  cured  oon 
contnrie  hj  ano)wr 

['473]  ^  h}  lo  quod  Dune  prndence  how  lightly  ia 
vaery  man  endyned  to  his  onghne  pleeaonce  and  to  his 
oi^hoe  deni  [3474]  IT  Certea  qood  sche  ^  woides  of>  pe 
phiaiciana  'ne  achnlde  nonjV  hane  benynderstoadeaone  in  ^at 
wise  [1475]  1  For  certea  wikkedneese  ia  no  contiane 
to  wickednesae.  no  vengauna  to  veageanuce.  ne  wrong< 
to  irrong^J  buf  fai  ben  semblable  [1476]  And  fer- 
fbra  on  Tengeannce  ia  non^f  variashed  hy  ano))er  venge- 
atmce.  ne  oon  wrong"  by  ono^  wrong*.  [^477]  buf 
euerych  of*  hem  encreseth  and  engro^tb  o])er  [1478] 
%  But  certes  [le  wonlea  of  ^e  pbiaiciens  achul  ben 
-mdeiatonde  in  fia  wise.  [2479]  For  good  and  wikkod- 
neese  ben  tno  contraries,  and  peea  and  werre.  Tenge- 
annce &  snficTaunce.  Discord  and  accord  and  many 
oJ»r  Jiinges  [2480]  If  but  certea  wikkednee  schal  be 
mirisahed  by  goodnesse .  Discord  by  accord .  werre  by  pees 
and  BO  forth  of  ofer  fingea  [2481]  H  And  ber-to  accordith 
seint  paul  fe  apostil  in  many  places  [2483]  IT  He 
auth .  ne  jeldith  nou;f  harm  for  barm .  ne  wikked  specfae 
for  wikked  apecbe  [2483]  H  Buf  do  wel  to  him  fat  dof 
^  harm  and  bleaee  him  tbaV  dof  p6  harm  [3484] 
and  in  many  ofer  placea  he  amonesteth  pees  and 
accord  [3485]  H  But  now  wil  I  apeke  to  jow  of  |>e  conn- 
eul  which  was  ;ine  to  ^w  by  Jie  men  of*  lawe 
&  fe  wise  folkw  [34S6]  ^f  aayde  alls  by  oon  accord 
M  je  hane  herd  byfoie  [3487]  Thaf  oner  alle  finges  ^e 
echal  do  joure  diligence  to  kepe  }onre  p«rsone  and 
to  warmetore  }onte  bona.  [3488]  and  a^den  also  y&V 
in  Jiia  ;ow  anghte  for  to  wirche  fhl  anyaily  and 
with  gief  deliberaciottn .  [3489]  IT  And  nre  as  to  ^  firste 
poynti  ^if  touched  to  )ie  kepinge  of*  joore  peraone! 
[3490]  )e  achul  Tnderstonde.  ^f  he  JiaV  ha)i  wemf  achal 
eaermora  denoaUy  and  mekely  proyen  bifom  alle 
^inge»    [3491]     ^t'    Ibn     Crist'    wil    of    his    mercy 

P  Iff  tit,  ia^]  B   K   8 
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haae  Mm  in  hie  proteccioun  and  ben  bia  soimrnyn  helpyng' 
at<  his  neede  /  [2493]  H  For  certea  ia  Jiis  world  fer  nja  no 
vight'  fttV  may  be  counseiled  or  kept^  sa£Gcsun[t]l7  wi^ 
outo  ^  kepinge  of  oure  loid  ihu  criatf  [1493]  H  To  ^ 
eeutence  accorded  )«  propbete  Danid  fe^  seith  [3494] 
IT  If*  god  no  kepe  oof  ^  citee .  in  ydel  wakith  he  fai  kepitb 
hit  [349s]  ^  Ifow  dre  fianne  scbul  je  committe  fe  keping*  of 
jouie  pcTsone  to  joure  tiene  freadea  fa,V  ben  approaed 
and  7-knowe  [3496]  and  of  hem  achat  je  azen  help  jouie 
peraone  to  kepe  f  For  Catoun  soith  %  If  Jion  bane 
neede  of  help'  axe  it  of  ^j  fieendes.  [3497]  For  per  ia 
noon  so  good  a  phiaicien  af  neede  f  as  is  a  trewe  frend. 
[349S]  %  And  after  Jtisf  pan  schal  }e  kepe  joa  £ro  all« 
atraunge  folkes  and  fro  lyeiea  and  bane  alwa;  in  aoapect/ 
here  compaignye  [3499]  If  For  Herea  aUona  saitb  T  Ne 
take  no  compaignie  by  the  ^way  of  a  atronnga  man.  but/ 
BO  be  ^at  |)0U  knowe  him  of  a  langer  tynw  [1500] 
And  if  BO  be  he  lalle  in  to  )iy  compaignye  par 
auenture  wi)iout«n  ^in  assenff  [3501]  enqnen  ^anne 
as  subtilly  as  ]h)u  must*  of  hia  conuersacioun  and  of  hia  ly^ 
biforo  and  feyne  py  vay  and  aay  faP  ^n  wilf  go  ^er 
as  pow  wolf  nought'  goon  [3503]  If  And  if  he  bete  a  gpera 
IT  hold  fe  on  the  righf  syde  IT  And  if  he  bero  a  nrad ! 
holdc  fo  on  )>e  lyff  syde.  [2503]  and  so  after  ^is. 
)ianne  schal  je  kope  jou  wisely  from  al  nush 
peple  as  I  haue  Bayd  bifoie  /  and  hem  and  here  cooiweU 
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schal  je  enenuore  coanterwnyte  enbuuiheiiientj  and  alle 
eapiaillB  [3510]  IT  For  Senec  saith  paV  }a  wiae  man 
^t  dredi^  hannes  /  Mcliiemth  harmea.  [2511]  ne  he  ne 
fiilli^  in  to  noone  perils  }a.V  perils  eschieweji  [2513]  4  And  al 
be  it  BO  )iaf  ^  same  ^V  ^a  aif  in  dkiir  place!  jif 
Bchaltow  alway  do  pj  diligence  in  kepfng<  of*  pj  persone 
[3513]  V  This  is  to  say  H  Be  nof  necgligenf  to  kape  py 
pereone  Dongbt^  oonly  for  )iy  grotteste  enemyes '.  baf  fro  fj 
IsBtf  enemyes  [3514]  H  Senec  saith  Y  A  man  Jwf  is 
wel  anysedf  he  dredi^  his  lesf  enemy  [2515]  V  Ovide 
eei)i  ^aif  yt  litel  wesil  wol  ale  )ie  grate  bole  and  ]ie 
wilde  hert.  [2516]  IT  And  fe  book"  sat]),  a  litol  ))om 
wol  prikke  a  Jiing"  ful  aore.  IT  And  an  hound  wol 
holde  ^e  wUde  boore  [2517]  V  Buf  na)«]eB  I  say  nof  paV 
je  schol  be  so  mocbe  a  coward  )>at<  ;e  doute  where  is  no 
neede  or  diede  [2518]  f  [w  book*  saif  fat*  som  folk"  haue 
grat*  Iust<  to  disceyue  IT  buf  jif  ^^j  dredcn  hem  to  be  de- 
ceyued  [»5i9]  H  Jef  scbal  jo  drcde  to  ben  empoisoned 
V  And  kepe  Jie  fro  ^o  companye  of'  acomere  [2520] 
For  pe  book*  saith  with  scornera  make  no  compaignye 
bnf  flee  hem  and  here  woides  as  venym 

[2521]  H  Now  as  to  fe  seconnde  poynt  where  as  jouro 
wise  coonseilouis  warnede  jow  to  warmstore  jouie  bona 
with  grat  diligence!  [2533]  I  wolde  £ayn  wite  'how  ]iaf 
}e  Tndeistoode  ^ilke  woidee  what  ia  joure  sentence 

[2533]  T  Melibeua  anawerde  and  saide  H  Certea  I  vnder- 
Btonde  it  in  ^  wise  )iaf  I  schal  wamiBtoie  myn  bous 
with  tonres  mche  u  ban  castiles  and  o])er  maner 
edifices  and  armure  and  artilries  [2524]  by  auche 
^ngee  I  may  my  psrsone  &  myn  bous  so  kepen  and 
edifien  and  def  enden  ^at  myn  enemyee  sehul  be  in  dtede  myn 
hfltu  to  approche 

[3535]  %  To  ^ia  aenlence  anaweide  dame  pradence 
H  waimstoTynge  qnod  sche  of"  heihe  tooree  and  grete 

edifices    [ ['5^6]     .     .     . 

no  gapl  wi|i  giete 
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v^ii:x»  a&4  ZT%t  twuile  aad  whan  ^ar  fKj  Lea 
M»-.:^piiK>i  }ir  be^  ^j  orin^  worik  »  rtnv  bar  if  ytj  ba 
tUitOri^  bj  u«w«  faendM  ^  be^  olda  aad  vue  [>5>7] 
r  Ani  niastacA:}  ^  ^  gKnov  atength  or 
gAr^LKoa  that  ^  ricbe  man  mar  hane  aa  wel  to  kepe  bia 
I><Tyj&«  ai  Lis  goodea  is  [2518]  ynf  he  be  Ulooal 
wi^  liij  Eai^Ufl  ani  wi^  hia  neigfaeboon  [1519]  *^  For 
Ji'ii  (itith  tolliiM  T  Tbsd  ^  ie  »  nuBer  gamiaoiai  ^oV 
no  luan  may  venqaiaahe  ne  diaeomfita  and  fat/  ia  [3530} 
a  I'jnl  to  be  bHonsd  with  hia  eitejeim  and  ot  tua  pepJe 

[1331]  *^  Xow  ^De  ai  to  jmm  ^lidde  pojnf  where  ■■ 
JOUR  olde  and  vtm  coanMiUown  aajde.  )• 
ougbte  DOtig;hF  aodeinlj  ne  hattilj  proeede  in  fiM  need*. 
[1533]  baf  ^F  )e  ooghte  pornejen  jow  and  ^p«nile  jow 
in  ^ia  caaa  wiji  greet  diligence  and  gnV  delibendoMi! 
[1533]  ttewelj  I  trowe  ^t^  {lay  njdeD  bo>  and 
rigbP  wisely  [1334]  f  For  Tulliua  aaith  T  In  enarr 
ii«do  er  >0D  bigynne  it/  appanile  ^  wi^  gntr 
diliffcnce  [1333]  ^  Thanno  saj  I  )«f  in  Tengenncs 
takin;^  in  wcrre  in  bataile  and  in  wamutoringe  of  ^in  hotta 
[1331%]  er  |iou  bygynne  I  lede  pai/  ^a  appaniUo  ^ 
fc.'Tt'j  and  do  it  with  gref  delibetaciovn .  [3537]  For 
tullitin  Kaith  •!  Thaf  long"  appaTaylyiig<  byfore  yv  bataill«; 
tiinki-f  nelirirf  victorio  [3538]  ^  And  CoBaidonu  eai>  H  Xba 
ganiiHoun  is  xtrengcT  whan  it  is  long*  tyme  sayaed 

[2539]  ^  But  now  let  va  speke  of  pe  coonaul  faif  was 
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fe  pnrpoBe  special  H  Je  schnl  firsf  prooede  after  ^  doctnne  of 
Talliiu  [3546]  ^  Certea  )>e  tion|ie  o^  fia  or 
)iis  coaDseil  nede^  nonghf  diligently  enquere  [3547]  Fot  it^ 
is  wel  wiiBf  whiolie  it  ben  ^af  doon  to  30W  ^ia 
trespBB  and  vilonye  [3548}  &  how  many  tresposoures 
and  in  what  muier  )ny  han  to  ^w  doon  al  fis 
WTong<  and  al  ^is  vilonye  [1549]  II  And  after  ^at 
schul  je  ezamyne  ]«  eeconnde  coudicioun  which 
TullitM  addif)  ^  to  in  Jiis  matier  [2550] 
H  TullioB  put  a  JriDgi  which  ^t  he  clepeth  couetynge .  fia 
is  to  uyn  [1551]  who  ben  ^y  and  whlcbe  ben  )iay  and  how 
many  Jut  conseutid  to  ^is  nmtleie  and  to  )iy  connaail  in  ^y 
wilfblDesse  to  do  hasty  vengeiunoes  [2552]  &lef  vaconsidero 

also  who  ben  ^o  and  how  many  ben  ))o  [ 

.  .  Ro^apjfiafhencounseilours  tojoureaduersariea.  [2553] 
and  cert«s  as  to  f e  first  poynt  if  is  wcl  knowen  whiche 
folk*  ben  ^ay  [lat  consentid  to  jouie  firat/  wilful- 
nes.  [2554]  For  trewly  alle  fo  (taf  counsailled  jow 
to  make  sodeyn  wetre  bc)>  noujf  joure  frendes  [2555] 
H  let"  Ts  conaidre  whiche  ben  Jk>  faf  je  boldo 
eo  gietly  jonre  frendes  ae  to  )oure  p>n-3one  [2556]  ^  For 
al  be  )t^  ao  )>af  je  be  mighty  and  riche!  oertcs  je 
been  alloone.  [3557]  for  certea  ]e  haue  no  childe 
bnf  a  donjter.  [2558]  ne  je  haue  no  bre^eren  ne  cosins 
gnrmayns  ne  noon  o)>er  neigh  kynrede/  [2559]  wherfoie 
^V  jonre  enemyea  for  drede  schulden  atynte  for  to  plede  wi)) 
]ou  and  atryne  jonre  peraone  [2560]  V  }e  knowe 
also  )at<  joni«  riehessw  mooten  in  diners  parties 
be  departed.  [2561]  and  whan  euery  wighf  ha^ 
his  part^f  fay  wol  take  buf  litel  reward  to  venge 
^y  deth  [3563]  V  BuV  )iyne  enemyes  ben  ]ire  and 
haue  many  childien  brejreren.  cosynee  and  o|iere  neigh 
kynrede.  [2563]  and  Jwagh  it  ao  were  je  hadde 
elayn  oP  hem  tuo  or  thre !  jet'  dwellen  ^re  ynowe  to  wrcke 
het«  deth  and  ale  ^  penone  [2564]  IT  And  ))ougb  so 
w«re  fatf  jonie  kynrede  weia  more  aekii  and  stedefasf  ^aii 


sir  ^^7        -"".  ^  '  JKsziT  »  sir  »  ^acB  prupwt; 
-r-f  2L17-  i.,i:  3u'   rar  "jut  x'il.t'  -va  ^ii^'  wimava  baj 

'    n-uz    S.17    X    je    kiT    3.itn    pom    eaHiUi& 
-.-r  .-1!  ».;::-:rii:J.  acr  i-.i  aims  »iIriJia*B  [1577]  5  hUf 

r^r.^^^r.'^^    ^    y-^i   ziu-zcsiIiLis^  fee  w  feikv  m  eoaw- 
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scholt^  Tnderatonde  pat<  ^  wrong<  yaV  ^u  haat  receyned 
ha^  certeTD  canses  [3585]  whiche  ^aif  clerkes  calle 
Orience  and  Officience.  and  causa  lon^qua.  and  causa 
propinqna.  ^is  is  to  aaj .  Jm  fer  cause,  and  ]>e  neigh 
cause.  [1586]  for  fw  far  cause  is  almigtity  god  fat  is 
cause  ot  alle  ylogee.  [2587]  )«  nere  cause  is  }« 
pn  enemyea.  [3588]  ^  cause  accidental  was  hate. 
[2589]  ]w  causes  materiales  been  ^  f;ue  wonndes  of 
fj  doughler.  [2590]  the  cause  fonnal  is  ^  maner  oP 
here  werkyngi  JuV  brougllf  in  laddies  and  clombe  in  aV 
^iu  wyndowes.  [2591]  )>e  cause  final  was  for  to  sle  ])y 
dongbter  bit!  letted  noujf  in  as  moche  asvos  in  hem  [1592] 
H  But  for  to  speke  of"  ^e  fer  cause  as  to  whaf  ende  f&j 
scbal  come  01  what  schal  finally  betyde  of  hem  in  ))i3 
cause,  can  I  uot  deme  but  by  comittyng<  and  by 
BUpposy:^,  [2593]  For  we  schul  suppose  Jwl?  J»ay  scbul 
come  to  a  wikked  ende  [2594]  by  cause  ^at  fie  book* 
of"  degrees  saith  H  Seelden  or  wif  gret"  peyne  ben  causes 
I-brought'  to  'a  good  ende,  whan  ^y  ben  euyl  bygonne 

[3595]  Now  sire  if  men  wolde  axe  me  why  Juti 
je  Bufirede  men  to  do  jow  ^is  wrong*  and  vilonyef  Certes  I 
can  not*  wel  answers  as  for  no  so)ifastDes  [1596]  For 
fe  apostil  saith.  ))af  pe  sciences  and  po  luggemente  of 
ouie  loid  god  almyghty  ben  ful  deepe  [2597]  ^  Thei  may 
no  man  comprehende  ne  aerchen  hem  sufficiauntly  [2598] 
H  Natheles  by  certeyn  presumpciouns  and  ooniectingea 
I  holde  and  biliene  [3599]  pAV  god  which  Jnf  ia  ful  of 
iustice  and  of  lightwisnesse  ha^  suSred  Jiis  to  betyde  by 
iuste  cause  lesonable 

[3600]  %  Thy  name  Melibe  ia  to  say  a  man 
ftiV  drynke^  bony.  [3601]  ^u  hast'  y-dtonke  so  moche 
hony  of  sweete  temperel  ricbeesea  and  delices  and  hon- 
ours of  ^  world  [3603]  paV  Jwn  arf  dronke  and 
hast  foi^eta  Ihii  crista  fj  creatour.  [3603]  {wu 
bast*  nof  doon  him  such  honour  and  reuerence  aa  fe 
oughte  tc  doone .  [3604]  ne  ^n  hosf  nonjf  wol  taken  keep  to 

[>  (MTIIT] 
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fe  wordea  oP  Ovide  faP  saitli  [2605]  II  vnder  J»e  hanj 
of*  fy  goodea  of"  Jiy  body   ia   hid   Jie   venjm  faf  slee^ 

])i  Boula  [2606]  51  And  Salomon  saitli  f  If  ^oix  haue 
fouunde  hony.  ete  of  it  f&V  aufflueji,  [2607]  tor  if  Jk»u 
ete  of  it  out*  of  meeura;  fiou  auhalP  epewe  and  bo  nedy 
and  pouere .  [a6o8]  and  perouanture  criaP  ha)i  Jw  in 
despiP.  and  bath  torued  away  fro  fe  bia  face  and  liis 
oeres  of  mUericorde  [2609]  fT  And  uIeo  be  bap  aufired 
flip  fou  baaf  ben  punjaalied  in  fo  maner  fat*  Joa 
host  I-treapasaed  [2610]  IT  Thou  basf  doon  eytme  ajoiuaf 
oute  lord  crist.  [2611]  for  certea  fi  J>to  enemyea  of  maa- 
kinde  ^at  is  to  say  py  fleeach  ^e  feend  and  ^ 
world.  [2612]  fou  baaf  y-suffrod  bem  to  entre  in  to  pin 
herto  wilfully  by  pa  wyndow  of  py  body  [2613]  and 
haaf  noujt^  defended  fiaelf  sutBciently  agayna  here  asceutis 
and  hero  teinptacioans  So  faP  fay  haue  woundid  fi 
Boule  in  fyue  plaeea  [2614]  Thia  ia  to  sayn  pn  dedlj 
aynnes  ])at  ben  entred  in  to  Jiin  bcrt«  by  ^y  fyue 
wyndowcs  [2615]  IT  And  in  fie  san 
hath  woldo  and  suiTred  pat*  fy  p 
in  to  fin  houa  by  Jio  wyndowea 
I-woundid  fi  dougbter  in  f  e  forsayJe  1 

[2617]  ^  Certes  quod  Melibeua  I  ao  wol  )af  ^o  an- 
forco  jow  moche  by  wordea  to  ouercome  me .  in  such 
mane™  faf  I  schal  not  venge  mo  on  myn  enemyea  [2618] 
achewynge  me  fe  [wrils  and  fo  yueles  faf  mighten 
falle  of  Jiis  vengeaiince  [2619]  ^  Buf  who-eo  woldc  coiiatdre 
in  alio  vegeauneea  fio  [wrilea  and  fe  yiielo*  f af  migKten  folwe 
of  vengeaunces  takyngc .  [2620]  a  man  woldo  neuer  take 
vengeaunce  and  paV  were  barm.  [3621]  For  by  venge- 
aunce  takynge  he  'wikkcd  men  dostrtiyed  and  disseiiOTed  fro 
(to  goode  men.  [2622]  and  fay  fat  haue  wille  to  wikked- 
iiea  reetreigneu  here  ndkked  purpoa  whan  fay  aeon  fe 
punyaahyng"  and  fe  cbastisyng'  of  treapaaowffl  [3613] 

[ 


3  lord  crist 
3  enemyes  hen  entied 
[2616]    and    baue 
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[a6a4] 

uo  gap  in  the  MS.'\ 

[1625]  H  And  jit  say  I  more  ^  righf  so  as  a  Miigle 
peraoae  iynne^  in  taking*  of  vengeannce!  [3616] 
Sight*  BO  ^  lugge  Rynne^  if  be  doo  no  vengeaonce 
on  him  fat'  it  ha^  deserued  [3627]  V  For  Senec  soitb 
)iu8  f  be  ^f  maister  is  he  saith  good  to  reproue  achiewea 
[3638]  And  as  Casaoder  soith  ^  A  man  drede^  to  doon 
outrage  whan  be  woof  aad  knowe)  ^t'  it  displese^ 
to)«Ii]ggesandJ>eBouerayneB.  [2639]andano)wTsaith11Tbe 
lagge  )iat<  drede^  to  demen  right'  make^  echiewes  // 
[2630]  And  seinf  poul  |)appoBtoil  eaith  in  bis  epistil 
vhan  he  wiit«]i  to  )ie  romayos  ^  The  lugges  ban 
not"  fe  apere  wijioute  cause.  [2631]  buf  ^y  beren  if 
to  punyssbe  ^e  scbrcwca  and  mys  doers  and  for  to  defends 
wif  fe  goods  men.  [2631]  If-  js  wol  take  Tengeaunca 
on  joure  enemyes  }e  schul  retourne  01  baue  lecoura 
to  ]>e  Ingges  ^at<  hauo  iurcdiccioun  vpon  hem  [2633] 
and  he  ecbal  pun[i]sscbe  hem  as  [«  lav  axe^  and  require^ 

[2634]  H  A  quod  melibeus  ^U  vengeannce  liko^  me 
no  yxng  [2635]  I  byfonke  me  now  and  take  heed 
how  fortune  ba))  noriescbed  ma  fro  my  cbildhode 
and  ba]i  bolpe  me  to  passen  many  a  strayf  passage  [2636] 
V  Now  wol  I  aske  her  Jiaf  scbe  scbal  wi^  goddes  belp 
heipe  me  my  scbame  for  ia  venge 

[2637]  11  Certes  quod  prudence  if"  je  wU  wirche  by  my 
MunMil.  ;e  Bchul  nof  aesaye  fortune  by  no  mansr  way  [2638] 
ta  Bchnl  not*  lene  ne  bowe  vnto  hire  after  ^  word  of 
Seneo  [3639]  H  For  ftingea  ^f  beji  tolye  and 
^t  be^  in  hope  of  fortune  scbul  neusi  come  to  good 
ende  [2640]  V  And  as  Jie  same  Sensb  sai^  H  The  more 
deer  and  ]m  mote  achynynge  ))at  fortune  is  |w  mon 
Imitil  and  ^  sosner  brokeji  scbe.  [2641]  10  trusteji  nought 
in  hire  For  eche  is  noujf  stederasf  ne  stable  [2642]  11  For 
whan  (ou  wenesf  or  trowesf  to  be  mosf  seur  of*  bir 
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iielj  .  K-e  »jl  faj-^  ^  mai  denrne  ^.  [v&As]  -Aad 
vLer  u  ft  aat-  ^  f oncne  iuf  narii^kBd  jov  fn  joub 
ciuii^>i<e  '-i-^~  I  »J  fKL  ja  to  mochdl  ya  M^nil 
^  iaSH  srosx  iz:  cir^  ftad  is  hin  vine  [2643]  ^  ^'*  Sox^ 
Bftiu  **  vbar  sm.  ^u*  u  s^riae^tad  br  fKtnne  f  idie  maVr^ 
kim  VL-  p^r  1  I>:il  [=646]  %  Xow  aitfe  ^  dwiia 
and  axe  rsizfK^nce  and  ^  TB^Bmnee  ^af  ■  dotal  [     .     . 

■    ■    •     ■    ■ [»«47] 

«>?  psp]  in  hope  of  ftaiim>  ii  paH- 

u-u  sod  TscerKTn  [2645]  Jmuie  Iiaiie^  nom  ^t^cc 
TcCiCsdTe  b=r  for  to  hanr  leeoon  mto  >e  KHiCTBagaa 
la^  fav  T«i2ii}i  alls  tiIoiimb  aad  wniugH  [2649] 
and  be  Bchal  Tengc  yyw  afts'  ^if  li'iiiwilT  witaaH^ 
where  as  he  Buth  [2659]  Y  leo^  ^  T^«]gnnnBe  to  sm 
and  I  achil  )«]de  it 

[2651]  Y  Jblibeicf  annnsd .  If  I  ne  Tcnge ma  Boajt  1^ 
^  riloDje  ^V  men  haoe  iooa  into  me.  [2652]  X  KhalaooBara 
wame  hem  )ttt  ban  doon  to  me  fiXf  lilanTB  and  alia 
o^ere  to  doo  me  ano^  Tikmye  [2653]  Foe  it  ia  vzitaa 
%  Talc  no  T^rDgcaance  of  an  old  likmja  fm  iot 
fntV  ^in  adaenarie  do  ^  a  neve  Tilonjs.  [2654] 
and  «Jm  fur  mj  aaffnanee  men  wolda  do  ma  aa 
tu'fcho  vil'jnje  ^  I  mighte  neither  ben  it  m  ao^ 
ti'fiie  it.  ["jSS]  and  eo  Khnlde  I  ba  pnV  orer 
I'lWe  ['634]  For  men  uj  In  mocha  aoffoTnga  aahkl 
timtiy    ytufp-A    &dle    mto    irhiche    ^mi     aehaL    naajlf 
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^^ate  pimysdh}mg'  [3663]  ^7  somne  not*  a  man 
oonly  to  doo  newe  mongeai  bnt  ftay  comaunde  hit. 
[3663]  abo  ^  wise  man  saitli  II  The  lugge  ^t^  correct- 
ed not*  ^  Byimeie  comaondith  him  and  bjddith  him  dwa 
anojier  synne  [3664]  ^  And^  laj^eaandsonereigneemighteQ 
in  here  lond  so  mochil  suSron  of*  ya  schrewea  ami  mys-doerea 
[3665]  ^f  Jny  scholde  by  such  anffraunoe  by  proces  of* 
tyma  wezen  of  such  power  and  might*  faff  ])ay  echulde 
pat*  ont  ^  luggea  and  f«  aouereignoa  £rom  here  places 
[1666]  &  atte  laate  do  hem  lese  here  lordschipes 

[3667]  Buf  lete  Ts  noT  putte  )iaf  )o  han  laae  to 
venge  jow.  [3668]  I  aay  je  ben  nonjf  of  might?  no 
power  aa  now  to  venge  ;ou  {3669]  %  For  if  he  wolde  make 
Gompaiisoun  aa  to  )>e  might  ^  Ot  joure  adueraariea  je  schulde 
^nde  in  many  ^inges  ^at*  I  haue  I-schewed  jow  er  ^ia 
^f  here  condicioun  is  bettre  fian  joures  [3670]  And 
^erfoiQ  say  I  ])at  it  is  good  as  now  ^at  je  suffie  and 
be  padent 

[3671]  II  Forfffrmore  je  knowe  fat?  after  'J>e 
eomnne  sawe  it*  is  a  woodnesse  a  man  to  etryne  with  a 
etrenger  or  a  more  mighty  man  Jian  him-selnen  ia 
[3673]  And  for  to  stryne  wif  a  man  of>  enene  atieng^ 
^f  ia  to  say  with  aa  strong*  a  man  aa  he  is.  it  is  pml, 
[3673]  and  for  to  stryue  with  a  weykere  it  is  folye 
[3674]  and  Jwrfoie  schulde  a  man  fle  atryuynge  aa 
moche  aa  he  migbte  [3675]  H  For  Salomon  seith  H  If  ia  a 
gref  woisohipe  a  man  to  kepe  Mm  fro  noyae  and 
stryf  [3676]  H  And  if  it  so  hifalla  or  happe  )»t>  a  man 
of  gretter  mig&f  and  sbei^the  fan  fon  art  do  )ie 
greoannce  [3677]  etude  and  bnc^e  fe  rafer  to  stille 
]>e  same  gieuaonce  fan  for  to  Tenge  fa  [3678]  f  For 
Seneo  aaith.  he  pnttef  him  in  a  gref  peril  fat 
atrynath  wif  a  giettei  man  fan  he  bimseluen  is  [3679] 
S  And  Cat«un  saith  IF  If*  a  man  of*  heiher  eetat  or  degre  or 
mote  mighty  fen  fon  do  fe  anofer  grienaonce! 
SaSre  him.'[368o]  For  be  faf  haf  oones  don  fe  a  grienaonce 
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may  ano^  tyme  lelieue  fe  and  helpe  fe.  [2681]  JItf 
Mtte  I  a  caos  ;e  haue  bothe  mig&f  and  licence  to 
venge      )ow;      [268a]      I     say     pev     ben      ful      many 

fingna  faP  scliulde  restreinge  30W  of  vcngeauace  takjugfl 
[2683]  and  make  50W  to  encline  to  BuflVa  and 
to  hauo  pacionoe  of  (10  TvrongM  Jjaf  ban  ben  doon  to 
jow.  [1684]  First*  and  forward  je  wol  considre 
pa  dofautca  faf  been  in  joure  owne  peraune.  [2685] 
for  wbicbe  defaiitea  god  liaf  BiilTred  jow  to  haue  bia 
tnTjidacioTin  as  I  haue  sayd  )ow  ber  byfoTe  [2686]  IT  For 
fe  poeta  eaith  //  we  oughten  paciently  to  auffro  Jie  triba- 
lacioun  pat*  cotneth  to  vs  wliaii  ffat*  we  ficnken  and  consideren 
paV  we  ban  duseraed  to  baue  bem  [1687]  ^  And  seiut 
l)onl  saith  p&V  wlian  a  man  considered  wel  bo 
norabre  of*  )tis  defaiitea  and  of*  bia  synnes :  [36S8]  pa 
peynes  and  pe  tn'bulacioKna  fat"  be  suffered  semen  )»e 
lasse  vnto  bini  [26S9]  If  and  in  as  mocbe  as  bim  ^enk- 
itb  bia  synnes  fo  more  beiiy  and  greiiousf  [2690]  in  ao 
moehe  bis  poyoo  is  )>e  lighter  and  ))e  more  eeier  vn-to 
him  [2691]  U  Also  je  oughten  to  encbne  and  bowe  jooFe 
berte  to  take  pe  pacience  of*  cure  lord  ihii  crisf.  ae 
scif)  seint  peter  in  bis  epistles  [2692]  H  Ibu  crisf  he 
Bei|)  hap  siifTred  for  vs  and  jiuen  enaamplo  vntfl  enery 
man  to  folwe  and  sewe  him.  [2693]  For  bo  dede  nener 
synne  ne  neuer  cam  vileyns  worde  out*  oP  his 
moiifi  [1694]  whan  men  cursed  him!  bo  cursed  hem 
not  ^  And  whan  men  beeto  bim '  he  manased  hem 
not.  [2695]  II  Also  pe  grete  pacience  which  J>at 
eeintea  |>at  been  in  paradya  'ban  bad  in  triTjulaciouns  fat* 
pay  baue  had  and  sulfred  witAouto  desert/  or  gulf  [3696] 
ougbte  moche  stire  }ow  to  pacience  [2697]  11  Forfer- 
more  je  schul  euforco  )ow  to  hauo  pacience  [3698] 
consideritige  fat*  pa  tribulacioans  of*  pia  world  baP 
litel  while  enduren  &  soone  passed  ben  and  goos 
[1699]  II  And  fe  ioy©  fat"  a  mun  secbef  to  bane  by 
pacience    in    tribulaoiouns    ia    pcT^urable    after    fat*    fe 
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ftpMtil  sei^  in  hie  apistil  [3700]  H  The  ioje  of<  god  he 
mif  is  perdurable  ^t'  ia  to  say  euer-iaoie  laatynga  [2701] 
V  Also  trovBth  and  bilieoe])  stedefastly  faV  ho  is  nof 
vfil  noiiached  and  taugKt  ^V  can  nongfif  haae  pacienoe 
or  wil  noujtf  receyue  pocience  [2701]  f  For  Salomon  uith 
^f  ^  doctrine  and  fe  witte  of  a  man  is  I-knowe  by 
pacience  [3703  V  And  in  anoper  place  he  Bei]>  11  he  )af 
ham  pacience  f  goueme))  him  by  gteV  prudence  [2704] 
II  And  fe  same  Balamou  sei^ .  )»f  pe  wrajiful  and  ^e  angry 
man  mabeji  noyses.  and  )ie  pacienf  man  attempereth 
and  stille])  him.  [1705]  he  eei^  also  H  It?  ia  more 
worth  to  be  pacienf  ^n  for  to  be  righf  strongi .  [1706]  And 
And  be  jnt  may  haue  his  lordschipe  of  his  oughne  herte '.  is 
more  wor^  and  more  to  preise  [lan  he  ]>af  by  his  force  &  by 
his  slrengthe  takefi  grete  citeee  [2707]  U  And  fertoK  saith 
seinf  lame  in  his  epiatit  p&V  pacience  ia  a  gref  vertu  of* 
perfeccioun . 

[2708]    [ 

"OffOP] 

[3709]  bnf  euery  man  may  nof  haue  ]m  perfeccioun  faf  je 
■eekyn  [2710]  ne  I  am  nof  of  fie  nombre  of  rigtf  par- 
fyte  men!  [2711]  For  myn  berte  may  nener  be  in 
pees  vnto  ^  tyme  it  be  venged  [2712]  H  And  al  be  it/  so 
thaf  it  was  a  gref  peril  to  myne  enemyee  to  don  me  a 
Tilonye  in  takinge  vengeaiutce  vpon  me!  [2713]  ;if 
tooken  ^y  noon  heede  of  ]»  peril  buf  filden  here 
wikked  desir  and  hei  comge.  [2714]  and  ^rfoie  me 
^enkith  men  onghten  nonghf  repiene  me  Jiongh  I  pntte  me 
in  a  litel  peril  for  to  venga  me  [3715]  H  And  Jmngh  I  do 
a  gief  excease  ^aif  ia  to  say  ^af  I  Tcnge  oon  ootrage 
by  anojm 

[2716]  H  A  quod  dame  prudence  je  say  jonre  wiUe 
and  as  jow  likith.  [2717]  bnf  in  noon  caas  in  ^  world  a 
man  ne  achulde  nonjf  doon  outrage  ne  excease  for  to  Tenge 
him.  [2718]  H  For  Cassidore  sai^,  aa  enel  do^ 
he  ^V  anengith   him  by   outrage  aa  he    }a,V  doth  )e 
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outrage  /  [3719]  and  Jerfore  je  echol  vrage  jow  liter 
)>e  ordre  of  rigtit^  )>af  ia  to  sayn  by  )»  lawe  and  noi^t^ 
by  BxcesBe  no  by  outrage  [ayjo]  fl  And  also  if  )e  wil 
■venge  jow  of  fe  outrage  of  joore  adu«rgaries  in  o^ 
mancr  ^ati  rig&t*  comaunde^:  }e  synnen  [3711]  H  And 
^erfure  BoiJ)  Senec  /  that  *a  man  Bchal  neuer  Tenga 
Bchrewednea  by  schrewednes,  [2721]  H  And  if^  }e  say 
)iaf  axe]>  a  man  to  defende  violence  by  vyolence, 
and  fightyng*  by  iightynge  [2723]  V  Certes  )e  say  so^ 
vhan  )ie  defence  is  doon  anoon  witwaten  iateroalle  or 
wi^auten  taryinge  or  dilay  [2734]  for  to  defenden  him 
and  nought  for  to  venge  him  [2725]  H  And  it  bihoiip^ 
a  man  putte  such  attomp«rance  in  his  defence! 
[2736]  }a.V  men  haue  no  cause  ne  matiere  to  npnoen 
him  that*  defeudith  him  of<  excesse  and  outiage  [     .     .     , 

no  gap]  [3727]  H  Parde  je  Icnowe  wel 

^f  ;e  make  no  defence  as  now  for  to  defende  jow 
huV  for  to  Teuge  jot  [1728]  and  so  semef  it  /  falf  je 
hane  no  wille  to  do  ;oure  wille  attemjMrelly  [1719]  & 
yertore  me  Jienki^  ])af  pacience  is  good  H  For  Salamon 
Baith  ]iaf  he  ^f  is  not^  pacieut  schal  haoB  grat 
harm 

[1730]  %  Certes  quod  melibeas  I  gnnmte  jon  vel  >at 
vhau  a  man  is  inpacient  and  Troth.     [ 

no  gap]  [1731]  for  >o  lawa  with 
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is  to  sayn  mjn  disease  and  jay,  giief*  taucbe^  me  rigfif 
neigh.  [>736]  and  Jierfore  fongh  I  be  wroff 
it  is  no  meruayle .  [3737]  aod  aauynge  jour 
grace  I  can  uof  see  f&V  itf  mighte  greUj  harme  me 
^oiigB  I  toke  vengeannce.  [2738]  For  I  sjd  richer  and 
more  mighty  fian  myne  enemyes  been  /  [1739]  And  wel 
knowe  je  ^f  by  money  and  by  haaynge  of^  grete  posses- 
siouna  bea  alle  fa  ^ingee  oP  ^ia  world  gonemede  [2740] 
H  And  Salamon  saitb  faf  alk  ^inges  obeyen  to 
moneye  /  dispiaisynge  ])e  power  o^  hia  adaersaries 

("74.1    [ 

no  gap]  ^  Tho  scfae  spak<  and  sayde  in 

yia  wyse  [2742]  H  Certes  dcere  sire  I  grannte  jaw  ^at' 
je  ben  riche  and  mighty  [2743]  and  Jiat  richesse 
is  good  to  hem  |)at  wel  Iiane  gcten  it/  and  )iat^ 
wel  conna  vae  il^  [2744]  For  righf  as  p«  body  of  a 
man  may  not  be  wifioutc  [le  soule!  no  more  may  a  man 
lyuo  wi|)Oute  temperel  goodes  [1 745]  and  by  rich- 
esse may  a  man  getc  him  greet  frendscMpo  /  [2746]  'H  And 
^erfore  aaith  Pamphilles.  If  a  neet*-hurdc3  doujUr  he  sai)) 
be  riche '.  sche  may  cheese  of-  a  |)ouaand  men  which 
she  wol  take  to  hir  housbonde  [2747]  H  For 
of  a  |)ousand  men  oon  wil  nol^  forsake  hir  ne  refuse 
hire  [1748]  H  And  }iis  pamphiUea  sei^  also  IF  If  ^on  be 
right?  happy  ^t*  is  to  sayn  if  ^ou  be  right*  riche!  fianne 
Mhalt<  ^u  fynde  a  gret?  nombre  of  felawea  and  frendes  [2749] 
II  And  if  ^y  fortune  chaunge  fa,tf  ^ou  wax  pore!  fare 
wel  frendschipe ,  [2750]  For  poa  schalf  ben 
aloone  wi^onten  eny  company e  buf  if  it  be  {)e 
compaignye  of  pore  folic  //  [2731]  And  jit  saith  ^is 
pamphillua  more  oaer  %  That  ^ey  y&l/  ben  firal  and 
bonde  of  linage  schullen  ben  maad  Tor))y  and  noble  by 
richesse  [2752]  H  And  tight?  so  as  by  richesse  )ier 
come  many  goodes  f  Righf  so  by  pouerf  somen  ^r 
many  }iannee.[.     .     .     .]    [2753]    [ 
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w  gap]    [7JSA\   And    Jer- 

fote  clepe|i  Caaeidore  ponert'.    [......]  mjne. 

[2755]  ))at  is  to  sayn  fe  moder  of  ooer^vjng*  or 
fullynge  doun  [2756]  H  &  ^erton  Fiem  alphons 
oon  of  fo  gretket  adaeraitea  of  pia  world  ia!  [2757] 
whan  a  fiee  nan  by  kya  or  borthe  is  constreigned 
by  jwnerf  to  eten  ^e  almcs  of"  hia  enemjea  [3758]  IT  And 
)ie  aame  aeip  Innocenf  in  oon  ot'  hia  bookea 
H  fat!  soroeful  Se  vnhappy  is  f»  condicioun  of  a  pooere 
1)cggcr.  [3759]  foi  if  he  axe  noujt*  hia  mete!  he  doyeUifor 
hunijirl  [2760]  and  if  he  axe!  he  deye^  for  schune. 
And  algates  ^e  nccessite  constTcigne])  hym  to  axe.  [2761I 
And  Jwrfore  sai^  Salamon  ^t^  bettre  it  ia  to  deye  ^an 
to  haue  such  ponerf  [2763]  And  as  ^  aame  Sala- 
mon snilh  Eettir  ia  to  deye  on  bitter  deth  ^an  for  to 
lyuo  in  sach  a  wyse  [2763]  H  By  {wse  reaonna  f&tf  I 
liaue  aayd  vnto  jow  and  by  many  ano^  resoan  ^t^  I 
knowc  and  cou)«  say  [2  764]  I  gJ-aunte  jow  Jiaf  lichenea  Iten 
goodc  to  hcoi  ^f  gete  hem  weL  &  to  hem  ]iaV  hem  wol 
vscn  [1765]  H  And  ^erfore  wol  I  acheire 
jow  how  je  Bchulde  bera  jow 

in  getyng<  of  riches  and  in  whaf  maner  je  adialda 
vse  hem 

[2766]  H  FinV  fe  schnlde  gete  hem  wi^onte  gi«f 
desir  by  good  leysir  sokyngly  and  nongbt  oner  hastily 
[2767]  11  For  a  man  ^at  b  to  dedrynge  for  to  gete  riohee 
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uitli  ^t  no  man  make^  himself  riche  faif  do)i 
h&rm  to  ano)iei  vig^f.  [2774]  ^ia  is  to  say.  ^a.V 
nature  defends^  and  forbedith  by  righf  ^af  no  man 
make  himself  ricbe  vnto  fe  hann  oP  anojieT  peraone. 
[3775]  TtiUiua  Baith.  ^af  no  sorwe  ne  dredo 
of  deth.  se  thought<  ^f  may  falle  to  a  man  [1776] 
is  BO  moche  ajeinst  nature  as  a  man  to  encresce  his 
oughne  profyf  to  ^e  harm  of<  ano^ei  man  [3777]  1i  And 
^ong&  ])e  grete  men  and  ^  riche  men  gete  richesae  more 
lightly  |ian  ^uf  [2778]  jif  schalf  ^a  not*  be  ydil  ne 
alovre  to  yj  profjt/  For  ^u  schalf  in  alle  wbe  floe  ydil- 
nee.  [2779]  For  Salamon  saith  fatf  ydelnesse  tecUi) 
a  man  to  do  many  yueles  [3780]  H  And  ]»  same  salamon 
saiji  ^af  he  ^af  trauaileth  and  besie))  him  to  tilyo 
^  lond  achal  ete  fe  breed .  [2781]  Buf  he  faf  b  ydil  and 
caate^  him  to  no  busynesse  ne  occiipacioun  schal  falle  in  to 
pouert  and  deyo  for  hunger  [27S2]  H  And  he  ^af  ia 
ydel  and  slough  can  neuer  fynde  bim  tymc  for  to 
do  his  prafyt  [2783]  V  For  fer  is  a  veraifiour  saith; 
fe  ydel  man  excuse^  bim  in  wyiiter  by  cause  of  )w 
grete  colde .  And  in  somer  by  encliesoun  of*  ))e  greta  hete . 
[37S4]  H  For  ^se  causes  saith  Catoun  H  waketh  and  encliue)) 
jow  noujt*  oner  moche  for  to  slepe .  For  ouermoche  reate 
noriachef  and  caose})  many  vices  [1785]  IF  And  ^erfore 
aaitb  seint  leiom!  Do^  some  goode  doedes  ]iat>  ^  deuel 
vbich  ^at  ia  oure  enemy  na  fyndo  jow  vnoccupied 
[2786]  H  For  Jw  deuel  ne  taki>  not"  lig&tly  vnto  hia  -werkes 
■nehe  as  he  fyadetb  occupied  in  goode  werkes 

[3787]  IT  ]ianna  )iub  in  getynge  of  riches  ]e 
moot^  flee  j^lelnease  /  [3788]  ^  and  afterward  je  schul  Tse 
^  licheBBes  ^e  whiche  }e  ban  geten  by  }oure  witte  and  by 
}0ure  trauaile  [2789]  in  auch  a  manor  ^t<  men 
holde  jow  not^  skorce  /  ne  to  spaiynge  ne  to  fool  large 
f&if  ia  to  say  ouer  large  a  apendei  [2790]  For  lighf  aa 
men  blamen  an  auerons  man  by  cauae  of  his  skarsete 
aud  chyncherie  [1791]  in  ^e  same  manere  is  he  to  blame 
9  L  s 
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^at^  spenileth  ouer  largelj  [2792]  T  And  ^«rfore  ■aith 
Cutoun  IT  Vbo  he  gaith  yi  richeoaes  JmH  pan  haatt  y-geten 
[3793]  in  such  a  manere  ^l'  pay  haua  no  matJAT  ne 
cause  to  calle  p«  nei^  wrecdw  ne  objDche  [3794] 
IT  For  it  ia  gref  Bchamc  to  a  man  to  '  haue  a  poaer  hette 
and  a  riche  puna  [3795]  IT  Ha  soith  alao  ^  goode«  ^atf 
|)ou  hasf  I-geten  vse  hem  bj  meanre  {wt  is  to  aajr 
fipcn'le  hem  meaurably  [2796]  For  pay  patf  fblily  irastMi 
and  s^endon  ^e  goodea  paif  pay  hane!  [3797]  whan 
)).iy  haue  no  more  propre  of  hen  ougHne !  ^f  acbape  hem 
to  take  )ie  goodea  of"  ano^t  man  [1798]  If  I  aay  tl>»Tinff 
je  schul  flee  auariue  [1799]  vsyagb  ymr  ricb^ae 
in  such  manere  ))at  [  .  .  .no  ffop]  jonra  [••..] 
be  buried .  [3800]  buf  ^af  je  haue  ^anne  in  jonn 
miglit"  and  in  joure  'wcldynge.  [3S01]  For  ^  wiaa  man 
reproue))  ^e  auoious  man  and  saith  ^ua  in  too 
vri-Eiis  [3801]  4  ^her-to  and  why  bnrieth  a  man  his 
goodcs  by  bia  auarice  and  knowi^  wel  pW  needn 
mosf  he  deye .  [3803]  for  deth  ia  ^a  ende  of  oony  man 
as  in  this  present*  ]if.  [3804]  And  for  what  eanaa  or 
enchesoun  ioyno^  he  him  or  knette]i  him  so  faaf 
viito  hii)  goodea  [3S05]  ^af  alls  hia  witlea  mowe  nonght' 
difiscucr  him  or  dcparte  him  fro  hii  goodea 
[3806J  &  kuowip  wel  or  oughts  Icnowa  wel  ptiit  whan  he 
ia  deed  he  achal  so  ^ing<  here  with  him  onf  oP  pn 
world.    [3807]   H   And   ^erfore  ssi^   esint/  Aa«tyn    ptof 
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no  ^7  goodes  Bchul  nof  be  bo  open  to  be  eueiy 
mannes  goodes  [2814]  %  Aflirwurd  in  getyuge  of  joure 
richesses  and  in  VBynge  hem  je  echol  olway  haae  )iro 
^inges  in  jouie  herte  [3815]  Jnf  is  to  aay  Oure  lord 
god.  Conscitmce .  and  good  name.  [2816]  First*  30  echul 
liaue  god  in  pure  herte  [2817]  and  for  no  riches  je 
achul  in  no  manere  doo  no  f'tng^  which  might  displese 
god  ^t<  is  joni  creatour  and  joure  maker.  [2818]  For  after 
^e  word  of  Salamon.  If  ia  better  to  haue  litil  good 
wi[i  loue  of  god.  [2819]  fan  to  hane  mochil  good 
and  treaor  and  Icse  fe  louo  of  bis  lord  god.  [2810] 
And  fe  propheto  saitb .  Better  is  to  ben  a 
good  man  and  haue  litel  good  pan  tresore  [2821]  ^e  to 
ben  holden  a  scbrewe  and  haue  gref  ricbea  [2822] 
IT  And  J  if  say  I  forfer  more  fat  je  achuln  alway 
doon  joure  businesse  to  gete  jow  riclios.  [2823]  so  ^iV 
;a  gete  hem  with  good  coiisciijocc  [28:4]  ^  And  pe  apoalil 
eeitb .  ther  '  nja  fins'  '"  t*'^  world  of  which  wa 
Bchuln  haue  so  gref  ioye  as  whan  oure  conscience  beref 
T8  good  witnea  [2825]  IT  And  fe  wise  man  eaith 
subataunce  of  a  man  is  ful  good  whan  synne  is  not*  in 
his  conscience.  [1826]  Afterward  in  gotynge  of  joure 
lichesses  and  in  vsynge  of  hem  [2827]  fou  most*  haue 
grel^  busynesae  &  gret  diligence  fat<  joure  good 
name  be  alway  kept  and  conserued  [2828]  IT  For  Sula- 
mon  aeif.  better  it  is  and  more  abelith  a  mau 
for  to  haue  a  good  name  fan  for  to  haue  gret  riches 
[2819]  and  ferfore  he  aaith  in  anofer  place.  Do  gret 
diligence  aaif  Salamoa  in  hepyng*  of  fy  frend  and  of 
yj  good  name.  [1830]  For  it  echal  lenger  abyde  wif 
fo  fan  eny  treaor  be  it  nener  so  precioos  [2831] 
V  And  certee  he  scholde  tum^V  be  cleped  a  genlil  man  fat 
after  god  and  good  conscience  alle  finges  leff  ne  dof 
hia  diligence  and  bosynesse  to  bepe  his  good  name. 
[3833]  And  Cassidore  aaith  faf  if  is  signe  of  a  good  man  & 
a  gentil  or  of  a  gentil  herte  whan  a  man  lonef  or  daslref  to 

Q  iHf  ttl.tatt] 
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hano  •  good  namo .  [2833]  and  ^rfore  uith  seinf  aagnatjn 
^tf  fier  l)en  tuo  ^ingoa  )iat>  ben  neceaaaria  and  needful 
[2S34]  and  ^at  ia  good  conBcience  and  good  looa  [1835'] 
Jiuf  ia  to  mja .  good  conscience  in  ^in  ougline  perBona 
inward,  and  good  loos  of<  )iin  ne^heboi  outward. 
[2836]  and  be  ))af  truslc^  bim  to  moche  in  liia  good 
couacit'nce  [2837]  ^V  be  dispUse))  and  setti^  k^ 
nought  bis  good  name  or  looa  and  reliko^  nongHt  ^agh 
be  kcpe  not  his  good  name ',  nya  but^  a  cmel  cbnrl 

[3838]  H  Sire  now  bane  I  scbewed  jow  bow  je  achalde 
dooQ  in  get^ng*  of  good  and  riches  and  how  je  achuld  Tea 
bem  [2839]  I  acQ  wel  faV  for  pa  tmsf  y«V  je  btnie  i» 
joare  ricbeaf  jo  wolde  mcue  weiro  and  bataile  [3840] 
IT  I  counsoile  jow  Jmf  je  bygyuna  no  werre  in  tniat^  o^ 
joiirc  richea,  for  tbanne  suffiaen  not*  werrea  to  uayn- 
t«ne  [2841]  U  And  ^rfore  saith  a  pbUoaopbra  T  ThaV 
man  ^af  desire^  and  wol  algate  haoe  wane!  achal 
neucr  bauo  sufficeaunce .  [2842]  For  faticbeie  ^t^  be  iaf 
^e  grettci  dispense  mosf  he  make  iP  he  wol  bane  wo><> 
scliipe  or  victorie  [2843]  IT  And  Salamon  aaith.  ^ 
grettcr  riches  ^t^  a  man  ha^ '.  }ie  moo  despendonn  he 
ha{).  [2844]  And  deero  sire  al  bo  if  so  fatf  lot  joura 
Tidies  }e  mowe  haue  mocbe  follclf  [2845]  jit'  bjrhoae^ 
if  nof  no  it  is  nof  good  to  bygynne  wane  pet  aa  je 
niay  in  o)>er  maner  baue  pees  vnto  jonie  woiedupa 
uiJ  pcofjf .   [2846]  For  )ie  victoria  of"  bataitlcs  fuf  Leu 
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[  .  .  no  gap]  [3S52]  For  ^  victorie  of  batailleB  come^ 
noajf  by  ^e  grata  nombra  of'  poeple!  [1853]  but*  if  come)) 
fro  oure  lord  god  of^  henen  [1854]  H  Aod  dere  aire  for 
as  moche  as  ^r  is  no  man  ceiteyn  if*  if  be  wor))i  ^1^ 

god  jiue  him  victorie  [ 

no  gap]  or  noujf  after  }SlV 

fnt<  Salamon  sai^ .  {2855]  ^erfore  eosrj  man  schulde  gretly 
drede  werres  to  bygynne.  [2S56]  And  by  caose  Jiaf  in 
batailles  falle  many  meruayles  and  periles  [3857]  and  happep 
o^r  while  ))af  as  soooq  is  ^  grete  man  slayn  as  fe  litel 
man.  [185S]  and  as  it  is  writen  in  fv  Becoande  book*  of< 
kynges  ^  deedes  of<  bataylea  be  anenturoiu  and  no 
thing*  certeyn  [2859]  For  as  lightly  is  oon  hurt*  with  a 
spere  as  anojwr.  [2860]  and  ferfore  is  gret  peril  in 
wene .  ^rfore  schuldo  a  man  ilee  and  eachewe  verre  in 
as  moche  as  a  man  may  goodly  [2861]  IT  For  Salamon 
saith .  ^  he  ^af  loueth  peril  schal  falle  in  pi^ril 

[2862]  H  After  faf  dame  priulciia  haddo  spoke  in 
fiia  manerf  Mellibe  answcrde  and  sayde  [2863]  V  I  se 
wel  dame  ))af  by  jnure  faire  wordes  and  by 
joure  resonns  ^af  je  haue  schewed  me  ^af  |io  werra  like^ 
jow  no  fing".  [2864]  but/  I  haue  not/  jit/  herd  )oure  coon- 
seil  how  I  schal  doo  in  ^ia  ueede 

[1865]  V  Certes  quod  sche  I  connseile  jow  }iaf  je 
accords  wi^  jouro  aduersaries  and  ^aV  je  haue  pees 
with  hem  [2866]  ^  For  seinf  lame  sai^  iu  hin  epiatica 
pdV  by  concord  and  peca  fa  anale  rychoa  wexen 
grete.  [2867]  and  by  debaaf  and  discord  ^e  gret  richesaes 
fidlen  donn  {2868]  11  And  je  knowe  wel  ^af  oon  of  ^e 
moste  grstteaf  and  soneraign  }iinge«  }aV  is  in  )is  world 
is  mite  &  pees  [2869]  IF  And  ^erfore  saith  oure  lord 
ihii  crista  to  his  apoetelea  in  ]iis  wise  [2870]  H  wo] 
happy  and  blessed  be  ^y  ^f  louen  and  purchacen 
pees,  for  }>ay  ben  called  children  ofi  crist  [1871]  H  A  quod 
Melibe.  Now  se  I  wel  faV  je  louen  not^  myn  honour 
Be  my  worschipe    [2872]    and  knowe^  wel   ^atf   myne 
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aducnaries  han  bjgonne  ^is  deUite  uid  Ixiga  bj  hvn 
ontrnge  [2873]  -^^  3°  '^^  ^^  t^^  iV  "Quits  na 
prayeinenotof'peea.  ne  pay  oak j-n  nonjt' to  be  nooniueild ! 
[2874]  wol  je  ^inne  paf  I  goo  &  ^meks  me 
vuto  hem  and  crie  bem  mercy.  [2875]  for  bo^ 
^t^  nero  uof  my  woiscbipe  [2876]  %  For  rigKf  «a  men  seyn 
fatf  ouer  gref  piyde  eugendre^  deepiayn^.  so 
farep  if  by  to  gref  huniblete  or  mekeneaw 

[2877]  1i  ThanDe  bygaa  dame  prudence  to  make  sem- 
bhinf  of  wrap^  and  sayde.  [2878]  Certea  aire  sane 
jourc  grace .  I  lone  ^nro  honour  and  jodtd  profyf  aa  I  doo 
myn  onno  and  enot  bane  doou  [2879]  je  ne  mows  noon 
o)>er  Bcyn  [2880]  H  And  jW  iP  I 
bnddo  sayd  ja  achoMe  haue  parchaced  peea  and 
]ie  n^consiliacionn .  I  ne  bodde  nof  mocbe  myt-take  me 
ne  Bcyd  aniys!  [2881]  For  fie  wise  man  aaitb.  pe  dis- 
ccncioua  bigynne})  by  ano^r  man  and  fe  teconailjngo 
bygynne|)  by  fyself  [3881]  H  And  pe  propheta  Baith 
H  Flee  Bchame  and  acbrewednesse  and  doo  goodneaea.  [2883} 
Sooke  peea  and  folwe  it  oa  mocbe  as  in  ^  is .  [3884]  ^t^  aei^ 
he  not  JfAV  )e  acbul  ra^i  pnisews  to  joure  aduersariea  for  peea 
fiitn  poi  schul  to  ;ow.  [2885]  For  I  knowe  wel  ^t^  ja 
be  BO  bard-hert«d  ^af  ;e  wil  doo  no  fdng<  for  ma 
[2886]  H  And  ealamoR  saith.  be  ^  is  ouar  haid 
betlcd  atte  laslo  be  scbal  mye  happe  and  my[B]-tyde 

[2887]    IT    wlmn    mfilibe    had    Beyn    dama    prudanco 
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)ov  [3894]  IT  For  SalamoQ  sai)i  f&if  he  Jiaf  rapreueti 
him  Jwt  doth  folief  [1S95]  he  achal  fynde  gretter  gtace 
[lan  ho  paif  deceyaetii  him  by  swete  wordes 

[3896]  ^  Thanne  sayde  dame  prudence  I  make  no 
semblanl^  of  wraffe  no  of"  angei  huf  for  joure  greto  profyt 
[1897]  %  For  Salamon  eaith.  ho  is  more  worth  )li^f  it- 
proueji  or  cliyde)i  a  fool  for  his  folie  Bchewjnge  him 
semblant  ofi  wra)t)te  [2898]  fian  he  fiaf  Biipporte)i  him 
and  pTaj8e|)  him  in  bis  mysdoyng).  and  langKefi  at*  his 
folio  [3899]  D  And  fia  eame  Salomon  eai))  aftetward 
faf  by  Jw  sorweful  visage  of  a  man  ftatf  is  to  sayn  by 
Bory  and  heuy  countenaunce  of^  a  man  [3900]  ^e  fool 
Gonectefi  himself'  and  araendcfi 

[1901]  fl  Jianne  sayde  Melibeus.  I  scbal  nof  conne  an- 
Bweie  to  so  many  rcaouns  as  je  putten  to  me  and 
scbewen.  [2902]  sayetb  schortly  ^oure  wrlle  and  joure  ^conn- 
seil.  and  I  am  al  rcdy  to  fuirillo  and  parfourrac  it 

[2903]  H  Thanne  damo  prudence  discoupred  al  here  coun- 
sail  and  hire  wille  vn-to  bira  and  sayde  [2904]  ^  I  counacile 
}ow,qaod  sche  aboue  alle  fiingca  patf  ^e  make  pees  bitven  god 
and  jow  [2905]  and  befi  reconsiled  vnto  him  and  to  hia 
grace.  [2906]  for  I  bane  aayd  jow  her  biforn.  God 
hath  anffred  }ow  hnue  ^is  [  .  .  .  no  gap]  disease  for 
joure  synnee  [3907]  and  iP  je  do  as  I  say  jow  god  wd 
sonde  joure  adaeisaries  vnto  )ow  [2908]  and  make  hem 
fulle  at"  jonre  feef  al  redy  to  doo  3oure  wills  and  jonre  00- 
manndemenf  [3909]  ^  For  Salamon  saith.  whan  )w  con- 
dicioun  of  man  is  plesant^  and  likyng*  to  god!  [2910]  be 
channge))  fa  heitea  of  Jw  mannes  adnersaries  and  con- 
streigne])  hem  to  hiseks  him  of  pees  &  of  grace. 
[3911]  and  I  pray  jow  let*  me  speke  ytif  y>\m  aduereariea 
in  priue  place  [2913]  for  fay  schul  nof  knowo  it 
by  joure  wille  or  joure  assent  [1913]  V  And  fanne  whan 
I  knows  here  wille  and  here  assent !  I  may  coonseile  )ow 
-f  e  more  senrly 

[3914]  V  Dame  quod  Melibens  dof  jooie  wille  and 


7>:*iTC^  '.'5 Li;  L>::7>:ai£.  k^  oc^htf^vi  ui  Uok*  k tv 'br 
L::  kl5  ':;:r  H::^^^:^^  Lrv  seat  sd^te  Inngv  Kg 
iiwie    TL.-^    ft    z:.>i    p:i»th:aj=iL    ui    to   a   good    a^ 

>  5 : ;  1  *  ii  i  TLsi  K  ■.- s»3zi  riw  iraie :  kJk  «nte  f  (w  ^e» 
ki^^nuv^    iZ'    p-.-Sii    T2V>    hi»    is    to    >    pnne    jdan 

fir  r>:~^~  cf  pB?«  '29;;"  ftnd  ft  gKle  hannes  mt^ 
I>»v^4  ffcr  Vs  ia  v<^R«  '-9-']  ''^  iBTde  to  bean  in 
^'xrilr  c^?r%  k'-.T  fftr  hem  Bn^te  to  brae  gieV  re- 
p^utaTm-^  [*523^  tf  fe  ininiie  &  wrong"  fkV  ^j 
b»i'l^   •I'j'm    to    Melilic    hire    loid    mnd  Tnto  hire    and 

[2923]  and  wban  fav  berden  fe  goodlj  in»des  of^ 
•lame  prud'-ncc  [2924]  fer  were  fo  Bnrpriwd  and 
raufsi'^h'^d  and  baddea  eo  gret  ioye  of  hue  fat^  vandex 
vmn  to  t«Ile  [29*5]  '  A  laiiy  qnod  thay.  je  luDfl  schewed 
VII  to  vs  fe  liIessyDg"  of  swetnes  after  fe  Mire  oP 
]>auiil  fc  iiTfjijbete  [2926]  for  fe  lecounailyng'  which 
wii  ln;  iKiujt'  worfy  to  baue  in  no  mauere .  [1917]  Buf  wa 
oii){liUai  n:<]uirc  it  wif  gret  coDtricioun  and  homilite. 
[191K]  y.  of'  jourc  grcto  goodnea  bane  pieeented  Tnto  Ts 
|»yir,|  11  Now  we  se  wel  |wl?  fo  science 
of'     Kiiliiiiiori     is     ful     trewe     [2930]      be      saith       fmtf 
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JiaP  we  haue  offended  and  greaed  my  lord  Uelibe  onf  of" 
leeoiin  and  oal^  of  niesuro  [2936]  so  ferfoTtli  ^aV  ve  ben 
noujt/ of*  power  to  moke  his  amendes.  [^937]  andferforewe 
oblie  TB  and  bynde  vs  and  oiue  frendea  for  to  doo  ol  hia  wille 
and  bia  comaDHdementj ,  [3938]  But  p«rauentur8  he  ha)  snch 
heiiynea  &  euch  wm|){)e  to  ye  ward  by  cause  of<  oure 
offence  f  [3939]  faif  he  wol  euioyne  vs  such  peyne 
aa  we  mow  not'  bere  ne  eusteyne  [3940]  H  and  Jierfore 
noble  lady  we  biseke  to  jouie  wommanly  pite  [3941] 
to  take  such  aujsement  in  )ia  neede  ^f  we  ne  cure 
frendea  ben  not  disherited  and  destroyed  fiurgh  ouie 
folye 

[3943]  H  Certes  quod  dame  prudence  it  is  an  hard  fing* 
and  right  a  perilous  [3943]  (laf  a  man  puf  him  al  outrely 
in  )e  arhitracioun  and  Inggement  and  fe  might*  and 
power  of  his  enemyes  [2944]  ^  For  Siilamon  sai^  leeuefi 
and  jiueth  credence  to  fiiif  (laf  I  sclial  say.  I  say 
quod  he  )eue  poeple  and  goueraoura  of  holy  chirche 
[3945]  to  fy  sone  to  ft  wyf/.  and  to  fy  frend  ne  to 
[ly  brother  [3946]  ne  }eue  )>ou  neuer  migfif  ne 
maystry  of  fy  body  whil  fou  lyuest'  [*947]  ^  Now 
sith  he  defendith  a  man  achulde  not  jine  to  his 
brojw  ne  to  hia  frend  ^e  migfif  of  hia  body. 
[3948]  by  a  Btrenger  resoun  he  defende)>  and  forbedith  a 
man  to  ]iue  his  body  to  his  enemye.  [3949]  but*  nn)>e- 
les  I  coonseile  )ow  faf  ;q  mystmstA  noujf  my  lord. 
[3950]  For  I  wof  wel  and  knowe  verraily  )mf  he  is 
debonairo  and  meke.  large  curt^ys  [3951]  and  no 
fiag  desirous  ne  coneytoua  of  good  ne  richease.  [3953] 
For  fBT  nys  no  ^ng<  in  fis  world  ^f  he  desireth 
sane  oonly  wotschtpe  and  honour,  [3953]  Forjwrmore 
I  knowe  and  am  right*  seme  fnf  be  wol  no  ^ng< 
doo  in  ])ia  neede  wi)K>ut«  connaail  of  me  [2954]  and  I 
Bchal  so  worche  in  tliis  cause  pa,V  by  pe  grace  of  ouie  lord 
god  )e  Bchnl  be  recounsiled  vnto  vs 

[3955]  f  Thanne  sayde  J«y  with  oon  voye  wonchipful 
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iiT  JiiT  ir  ii!  s;-y  mi  Til;:  ?.-«=m  B:£^eH»  19  finute  t*  ct 
iSi::Z^tt  Ti  ]i;;-"  '  c  ■-;  3Ut  ,-«»  ^>£^^m««  a»d  bond  as 
Kr.:;^'  w  :"  '—£.->  v  s:c»  p.-L-<i=Ktf  'm5$]  ►•ff  we  mon 

r»Tr:s  :?  ^j<  rwz,  s;L-*  bki  b*a  p*  *?J"  PT^ely 
;r:-:i;  »::■  a;li  r.::=T=^M  i.'  iir  :.>rl  Udibe  and  taU« 
i.i=.  liTT  s:ir  f:-i  lit  v:^ift-siii«  fol  i*i«tilaat  [2961] 
'-'  t'j.-'-'-t'j  f^  I.-tcIt  b«re  ^^a<e  aad  awpiwea  aad  how 
J-iT  -M-Tre  relj  ;■:  s:=£w  ill*  peya*  [1963]  Rqnihitg<  am] 

'3953'  •"  f!i^i:e  ijiif  Mclib«c5.  bf  b  wd  *'°*t7  to 

La':^':  {:«Tri:'::3  3::i  Irriirx^ts  ot  hb  fjime  ^af  excosilh  not 
Lis  ETase  [2964^  tat  knowl^-h<r^  and  ivpentitli 
hini  aiiage  inJuI^aw.  [2965^  For  5*neb  saith.  )>a« 
u  f:^  nrirUsiouD  and  loT^euenasse  wh«r  aa  f«  confeniona  m 
[1966]  T  For  confescioun  is  neighebor  to  lonoomm  [2967] 
And  hn  saith  in  aao^fr  place.  h«  ^f  bath  achanw  oP 

tiis  ?vntie  knowlecliilh  it/ .  [ ho  gap] 

and  f'-ri'ite  I  a$i>ente  and  confenue  m«  to  haae  peea. 
[I'/A]  but  it  b  good  ^^t  we  Joo  it  noujV  wi^te  am^V 
&  Jip  will':  of'  ourR  fn-nJca 

\2i/i'j]  51  Tlianne  was  pruilcDce  right  glad  &   iolyf^ 
nrid  H:iyd'!.  [1970]  Ctrtes  Bire  quod  sclie  je  ben  wal  and 
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and  tolde  hem  by  ordro  in  )h)  presence  of  Melibe  of 
JiiB  matier  as  it  is  aboue  expressed  and  declared  [3976] 
and  praide  hem  fttl  f&y  wolde  ]iue  here  avys  and  coun- 
seil  wliati'  best*  were  to  doon  ia  )>is  matiere  [3977]  V  And 
whan  melibeus  frendes  hadde  take  here  auys  and  deliber- 
acioun  of  ^e  forsayde  matier  [2978]  and  hadden  examyned 
it  by  greet  besynes  and  gref  diligence  [2979]  pey  jafe 
him  ful  counsail  to  haue  pees  and  reste.  [3980]  and  Jiaf 
Melibeus  schulde  wi))  good  hert  resceyae  his  aduersanes 
to  forjiuenes  and  mercy 

[2981]  fl  And  whan  dame  prndence  had  herd 
thassenf  of  hir  lord  Melibeus  and  counaeil  of  his  frendes 
[2982]  accordo  wi^  hire  wille  Se  hire  entenciounf  [2983] 
ache  waa  wondorly  glad  in  hcrte  and  sayde  [2984] 
%  Tber  is  a  noble  prouerbe  Jjaf  aaith  IT  The 
goodnesse  fat  fou  laaisf  do  fis  dayf  [2985] 
abyde  nof  ne  delayo  it  noujt/  vnto  to  morwe.  [2986]  and 
ferfore  I  counseile  jow  je  sonde  }ourc  mossageres  'whiche 
faf  ben  discrete  and  wise  [2987]  vnto  joure  aduersariea 
tellynge  hem  on  joure  bilialue  [2988]  )iat<  if  fay  wol 
trete  of  pees  and  of  accord  [2989]  fat*  fay  achape  hem 
wifoute  dilay  or  taryinge  to  come  vnto  vs.  [2990] 
which  fing<  was  purformed  In  dede  [2991]  and 
whan  fese  treepasouTs  and  repentynge  folk/  of  here 
folies  fat'  is  to  sayn  fe  aduersarias  of  Melibe  [299a] 
hadden  herd  whaf  f  e  messaugei-ee  sayden  vnto  hem  f 
[3993]  fay  were  righf  glad  and  iolif  and  answerden 
ful  mekely  and  benignely  [3994]  jeldynge  graces  & 
faukingee  to  here  lord  Melibe  and  to  al  his  compaignye 
[2995]  and  schope  hem  wifonf  delay  to  go  wif  fe 
meesangeres  and  obeye  hem  to  f  e  comaundemenf  of  ben  lord 
Melibe 

[2996]  V  And  righf  anoon  fay  token  here  way  to  fe 
courf  of  Melibe  /  [2997]  and  token  wif  hem  aome 
of  here  trewa  frendes  to  make  faith  for  hem  and  for  to 
Ilea  here  boiwea  [2998]  %  And  whan  fay  were  comen  to 
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|ie  presence  of  Melibeus  hs  eeydo  hem  Jiise  wordos 
[3999]  ^  If  stondith  ^ua  quod  Melibcua  and  sop  it  is 
pa.V  )Q  [3000]  causeles  aad  wifioukn  ekile  and  reeouQ 
[30D1]  haue  doon  gref  iniuries  and  wronges  to  me  and 
to  my  wyf*  prudence  and  to  my  doujter  also .  [3002]  For 
)6  haue  entred  in  to  myu  tons  by  violence  [3003]  and  haue 
doon  such  outrc^e  ^aV  alle  men  knowe  vrol  )iaf  ]e  haue 
dcserued  fe  deth .  [3004]  And  feHbre  wil  I  knowe 
and  wite  oP  jow  [3005]  whejiet  je  wol  putte  fe 
puuyschmeiit  and  ^0  chastisement'  and  ^e  vengeaunce/  of' 
f  is  outrage  in  pe  wille  of  me  and  of  my  wif*  dame  prudence 
or  je  wil  not 

viseef  of  hem  pre  answerde  for 
7]  f  Sire  quod  lie  wo  knowe 
"orpy  to  come  to  pe  court' 
3  worpy  as  je  be  [3008]  IT  Fur 
vs  and  haue  offemliil  and  giltid 


[3006]  f  )3anne  pe  ^ 
liem  a!le  &  sayda  [300 
wel  faf  we  be  vnw 
of  so  grct'  a  lord  aud  si 
we  han  so  gretly  my  stake 


in  such  a  wise  ageins  joure  heighe  iordschipe  [3009]  pnt' 
trewely  we  haue  deserued  pe  dep  [3010]  IT  Buf  jit/  for 
pe  greete  goodnes  and  debonairete  paf  al  pe  world 
witnesaep  of  jouro  personef  [3011]  we  suhmitten  va  to 
^in  Gxci^llence  and  beni^nito  of  joure  gracious:'  lordschipe 
[3012]  and  ben  redy  to  obeyo  to  alle  joure  comaundementj 
[3013]  bisekynge  jow  paP  of  joure  merciable  pite  je 
wol  considre  oure  grete  repentaunce  and  lowe  submiasioun 
[3014]  and  grounte  va  forjiuenes  of  oure  outrage 
trespas  and  offence,  [3015]  For  wel  jo  knowen  paP  joure 
liberal  grace  and  mercy  atruchen  forpere  in  to  good- 
nesse  pan  dop  oure  outrage  gilt  and  trcHpaa  in  to 
wikkediiea  [301(3]  al  ba  it  pat  cursedly  ttc  damp- 
nably  we  'haue  agilt'  ajeitist  joure  highe  lor.lsehipe 

[3017]  U  Thanne  Melibe  took*  hem  vp  fro  pe  ground 
fill  benignely  [3018]  aud  resceyued  here  obligaciouDS  and  here 
londes  hy  here  opes  Tpon  here  plegges  &  borwea  [3019] 
and  assigned  hem  a  certeyn  day  to  retoume  vnto  his 
coart^  [3030]  for  to  accepte  and  receyue  po  sentence  and 
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iuggement  fiof  Melibe  volde  comaunde  to  be  doon  on  hem 
by  ^eee  causes  afom  sayde.  [3031]  which  ^ing*  ordeynedf 
eoeiy  man  retourned  home  to  hia  bona 

[j032]  V  And  whan  faV  Dama  pnidence  Baug&  hiro 
tymef  scha  feyned  and  axed  hire  lord  MaUbe  [3033]  wbaf 
vangeaoce  he  ^oghte  to  take  vpon  hia  adncraoriea . 

[3034]  to  which  Melibaus  answerd  and  aaide.  Certea 
quod  he  I  ^nke  and  purpose  me  fully  [3025]  to  dis- 
herite  hem  of-  al  ^al^  euer  pay  baue  and  for  to  putte 
hem  in  axO  for  euermore 

[3026]  Certea  quod  dame  prudence  pis  were  a  cruel 
sentence  and  mochil  ajeinat  reaoun  [3037]  For  je  ben  ricbo 
ynough  &  h&ue  noon  neede  of  oper  mennes  good  [3038] 
and  je  mighte  lightly  gete  jow  a  coueitoua 
name  [3039]  which  ia  vicious  fiiDg<  and  oughte  to  bun 
eacliewed  of<  euery  man  [3030]  fur  after  pe  sawe  of  pe 
word  of"  fapostili  Couetise  ia  roote  oP  alle  barmes. 
[3031]  And  ferfore  it  were  bettro  for  jow  to  lese  so  moche 
good  of  jouie  oughne  pan  for  to  take  of  here  good  in  pia 
manere.  [3033]  For  bettir  it  ia  to  lese  good  wi)!  worachipe 
pan  itiatowynne  good  with  vilonye  and  schame.  [3033]  and 
euer  a  man  oughte  to  do  his  diligence  and  his  busynesse 

to  gete  him  a  good  name .  [3034]  [ 

no  gap]  [3035]  buf 

he  schulde  enforce  him  alway  to  do  som  ping*  by 
which  he  may  renouele  his  good  name.  [3036]  for  it  is 
writen  pat<  pe  olde  goode  looa  of^  a  man 
ia  aoone  doon  or  goon  and  passed  whan  it  is  nof  newed  ne  ro- 
soneled.  [3037]  And  as  touchinge  paV  je  sayn  pat  je 
wol  exile  ^ure  aduersoriesf  [3038]  pat*  pinketh  ma 
mochil  ajeinsf  lesoun  and  out^  of  meaure  [3039]  oou- 
aiderip  pe  power  paf  pay  ban  jyue  to  jow  vpou  hare  body  and 
on  heuuelf  [3040]  H  And  it  is  writen  paf  he  ia  worpy  to  lese 
hia  pnuelege  pat  mys  vseth  pe  might  and  pe  power  pat* 
is  jeoe  to  him  [3041]  ^  And  jif  I  sette  pe  case  je  mlghte  en- 
iayne  hem  paf  peyne  by  righf  and  lawe  [3042]  which  I 
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trowc  jc  mow  noujt  do  [3043]  I  n;  )e  tnighte  noajf 
putte  it  to  cxecuciuun  peraueDtnre  [3044]  and  lanne 
were  it  tikly  to  torae  to  }e  werre  as  if  was  tafom 
[3045]  And  f«rfore  if*  )e  wol  Jiat  men  do  jow  obeis- 
sauDce '.  }e  mostc  deme  more  curteislj  [3046]  ^is  is  to  ' 
Bayn.  je  most«  ;iue  more  eayere  sentence  &  iuggemenf 
[3047]  ^  For  'it  ia  wnt«n.  he  ptiV  most  cnrteyslj 
Cfmaundutli  to  liim  men  most*  obeyen.  [304S]  and  fer- 
fore  I  \>rrtj  jov  fiaf  in  pia  necesaite  and  in  ^is  neede 
3c  caste  30W  to  oucrcome  joure  herte  [3049]  T  For  8enet 
BaiJ).  lie  fiaf  ouerconicj)  his  liert«  oaercome^ 
twyc3  [3050]  H  And  thiiUiiis  Baith.  ^  is  no  )iing>  so 
comeuJable  in  a  greP  lord  [3051]  as  whan  be  is  debon- 
aire  and  muckc  and  ajipesith  bim  lijtly  [305a]  H  And  I  pray 
30W  fat*  jo  wol  forljeie  now  to  do  vengeamtce  [3053]  in 
such  a  iiiancrc  f^t^  ;ouiu  goode  name  may  be  kept/  <& 
conserued .  [3054]  and  pixV  men  mowe  haue  cause  /  and 
matitre  to  pruyse  jow  of'  pite  and  of  mercy  [3055]  and 
Jat  50  hauc  noon  cause  to  repente  jow  oP  fiiig"  fat  je  doon 
[3056]  H  Far  Bencc  taitU  H  he  oueroomef  in  an  eudl 
manure  fat'  rciiL^nte])  him  of*  his  victorie  [3057]  51  wber- 
fore  I  pray  jow  lot"  mercy  be  in 
joure  hurt«  [305S]  to  theffect  and  thentent  ^t^  god 
alijiightyhaue  mercy  and  pite  vponjow  in  his  lasteiuggetneiit 
[3059]  f  For  Bcint'  laincsailhin  liiaFpistil!  laggement  vtp 
Mclial  he  Juuii  to  him  JiuP  lia))  no  morcy  v 


fill  goodly  and  B&yAo  in  ph  vise.  [3066]  V  AI  be 
if  so  f af  oP  joure  pryde  and  heigh  presnmpcioun  and  folye 
and  of  joore  negligence/  and  vnconnynge  [3067]  je  haue 
mys-bore  jow  and  trespaaaed  vnto  mef  [3068]  jit/  for  as 
moche  as  I  Be  and  biholde  jouie  humilite 
[3069]  ^aff  je  ben  sory  and  Kpentaunt  of  jaore  giltesf 
[3070]  hit  conatreignath  me  to  do  jow  grace .  and  mercy . 
[3071]  wherfore  I  recejue  jow  to  my  grace  [3071]  and 
foTjeue  ;ow  outeily  alle  Jie  offenses  iniurieB  and  wrongea 
^af  je  haue  don  to  me  and  agayne  me  and  myne  /  [3073]  this 
is  ^Sect<  &  to  ^ia  ende  faV  god  of  hia  endelea  mercy 
[3074]  wole  at  fe  tyme  of  oure  deyingo  forjiue  vs  onre 
giltes  ^f  we  haue  trespased  to  him  in  Jiis  wiecched 
vorld.  [3075]  for  doutelea  &  we  ben  sory  &  repentawnt 
of"  fe  synnea  &  gtltea  whithe  we  haue  treapassed  Inne  in  Jio 
Mghf  of  oure  lord  god !  [3076]  he  is  so  free  and  'ao  merci- 
able  [3077]  ("af  be  wil  for5iiiQ  va  oure  gultes  [3078J 
and  bringe  va  to  )«  blisse  )iaf  neuer  hafi  ende  AmoK 
H  Here  endith  Chaucer  hia  tale  oP  Mehbo 
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51  And  here  bygynnep  )ie  prologe  of<  fe  monkes  tale  / 
[BreaJc  of  one  line  in  the  MS.} 

Whan  ended  waa  my  tale  of  UelJbe  3 

And  of  prudence  and  hiie  benignite 
Oure  hoate  sayde  as  I  am  faithfbl  mm 
And  by  ^  piecjoua  corpus  Ttfodryan 
I  liadde  leuer  y&n  a  barel  ale 

That"  godeleep  my  wyf  had  herd  Jiia  tale  3( 

For  schc  is  no  ])ingi  of"  Buch  pacience 
As  was  [lis  mclibeus  wyf  dame  prudence 
By  goddos  boones  whan  I  bete  my  kuaoes 
Sella  bringcth  me  forth  ^  grete  clobbet'  ataoea  31 

And  crie|i  sice  fo  doggea  euerychon 
And  breke  of  hem  bofe  bat  and  bon 
And  if  (laf  eny  neghebour  of  myne 
wol  noughf  to  my  wyf  in  chirche  enclyne  31 

Or  bo  so  hardy  to  hir  to  trespace 
whnn  sche  comf  horn  sche  rampeth  in  my  face 
And  cricf  false  coward  \vreke  fiy  wyf 
l!y  Corpca  bones  I  wil  haue  fy  knyf  3( 

And  ])ou  schalt/  liauc  my  distaf  and  go  apyone 
Fro  Jay  to  nighf  fus  scho  wil  bygynne  / 
Alias  schc  saith  ftaf  euer  I  was  I-schape 
To  weddo  a  mylliSsop  or  a  coward  ape  3; 
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For  eohe  ia  big"  in  ormes  by  my  faith  3111 

Tbat  Bch&l  he  fynde  ^t  hire  mys  doth  oi  Baith   ['■^ns,  toat] 

Buf  let*  vs  passe  a  way  £ro  )iis  matiere 

My  lord  ^  monk*  quod  he  be  meiy  of  chare  / 

For  )e  schnl  telle  a  tale  trewely 

Lo  BowcheBtre  stanf  heer  faste  by  3116 

Ryda  icttp  myn  oughne  lord  brek*  noi^t  otue  game 

But'  by  my  troujw  I  can  nof  joure  name 

whether  schal  I  calls  jow  my  lord  dan  lolifi 

Or  daua  Thomas  or  elles  dan  albon  3130 

Of"  what"  hous  be  je  by  jour  fader  kyn 

I  vow  fa)  god  ))oa  hasf  a  ful  fair  akyn 

If  is  a  gentil  pasture  fier  pou  gosf 

Thow  art'  nof  lit  a  penaunt*  or  a  goost*  312i 

vpoD  my  faith  fiou  art*  an  officer 

Som  worjiy  sexteyn  or  som  Celorer 

For  by  my  fader  soule  as  to  my  doome 

Thou  art*  an  officer  whan  )tou  arf  at  hoom  3128 

No  poaer  cloysterer  ne  non  nouys 

But"  a  goueinour  wily  and  wye 

And  })er  wt)»  si  of<  brawne  and  of  bones 

A  wel  faryng*  persone  for  ft  noonea  3133 

I  piaye  god  }iue  him  conf usioun 

)M.V  first^  ^  broujte  to  religioun 

Thow  woldiat'  hon  be  a  tredefoul  arigKf 

haddisf  ^u  as  gref  a  lene  as  might*  3136 

To  parforme  al  ^l  wil  in  ongendrure 

Thow  haddist*  bigeten  many  a  creature 

Alias  why  weresf  ^a  so  wyd  a  cope 

God  jif  me  sorwe  and  I  were  a  pope  3H0 

Nought*  only  ^u  but'  eaeiy  mighty  man 

lliongh  he  wei«  schore  brode  ypon  bis  pan 

Schuld  ban  a  wif*  for  al  fa&  world  is  lorn 

Keligioon  hath  take  Tp  al )«  com  8144 

Of  tredyng*  and  we  burel  men  ben  echrympos 

Of  feble  trees  ]>er  come])  feble  ympes 
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Thia  mnkif)  ^af  oure  licires  bea  so  scleader 

And  fublc  faV  fiay  may  uof  wcl  engender  3148 

This  make|i  fap  our  wyfea  wol  aasaje 

Religious  folk*  for  fay  may  bettre  pays  Itt^trrj 

OP  venua  payementea  fan  may  we 

God  woof  no  lussclieburgfies  paye  ja  /  3152 

bef  noujf  wrof  my  lorde  ^ngh  I  play 

For  off  ia  game  a  sotb  I  haue  herd  eay 

This  wort)y  monk*  took*  al  in  pacience  / 

And  saido  I  wol  doon  al  my  diligence  3156 

Ala  fur  as  aounef  in  to  honeate  / 

To  telle  }ow  a  tale  or  tuo  or  Jire 

And  if'  jow  luaf  to  horken  hiderward 

I  wil  JOW  say  (»  lif'  ot  seinf  Edward  3160 

Or  elles  firaf  tredis  wil  I  )ow  telle  / 

OP  wLicli  I  hauo  an  hundred  in  my  celle  / 

Tregedis  ia  to  sayn  a  certeyn  atone 

Aa  olde  bookcs  niaken  vs  memorie  3164 

Of  horn  fat"  stood  in  greet'  proapmte 

And  is  fallen  ouf  of  heigh  degre 

In  to  miserie  and  endith  wrecchedly 

And  fay  ben  versifyed  comunly  3168 

Of  six  fiieP  wliifh  men  clepe  exametron 

111  [jroso  ben  eek'  endited  many  oon 

And  in  metre  cck*  and  in  aondry  wise 

Lo  Jiia  declaryng'  ought*  ynough  sufBae  /  3178 
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ITol  bjwailo  in  manor  of  tr^edye 
The  harm  of  hem  faV  etood  in  beigb  d^re 
And  fallen  bo  ^e  is  no  remedye 
To  bring<  hem  out"  of-  her  adneraite  3184 

For  ceiteynlj  whan  fortune  lusf  to  flee 
Thex  may  no  man  ^  cours  of  hir  whiel  holde 
let  no  man  tmste  in  blynd  pruaperite  [im^tn.but] 

Be^  war  by  ^e  ensamples  trewe  and  olde  /  3188 

[No  etanza-breakg  in  the.  MS.] 

[Lucifer.-] 

At  lucifer  )»ough  he  an  aungil  weio  %  Luoifto 

And  no  man  at/  him  wil  I  bygynue 

For  ^ngh  fortune  may  non  aungcl  dere 

From  he^h  degra  }it/  fel  he  for  luB  synne  3192 

Doun  in  to  belle .  whei  he  jet  ia  lone 

0  lucifer  brightesf  of*  aungela  alle 

^ow  art*  ^a  Satbanaa  ))af  mBiat>  noujf  twynne 

Out*  of*  miaerie  in  which  >ou  art  foils  3196 

[Adam:] 

Lo  adom  in  ))e  feld  o^  Danuusene  ^  Adam 

vif)  goddes  oughne  tyngei  wmughf  was  be  / 

And  noughts  bigeten  of  mannes  epenna  vnclene 

And  welf  al  poradys  sauyng*  oon  tre  3200 

had  neuer  worldly  man  suche  degis 

Aa  adam  til  he  for  mys  gouernance 

was  dryuen  ouf  oP  heigh  proeperito 

To  labonr  and  to  helle  and  to  meschatmce  3204 
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[Sttmpwn.] 
Lio  Sampson .  }iaf  was  annuncute  V  8wnpioa 

By  tvangel  long<  ei  his  natiuite  / 
Aod  was  to  god  almightj  consecrate 

And  stood  in  nobles  whil  patf  he  migEt  se  3208 

was  neuer  eucli  ano^i  as  vas  lie 
To  speke  of"  strengfi .  and  ^rto  hsidynesse 
But^  to  bis  wyfes  tolde  he  his  secte 
Thurg&  which  he  slongK  himself'  for  wrecchidneBse  /  3213 


[ 


»jgap  in  the  MS.] 

1  hro  hundred  foxis .  tot  Sampson  for  Ire 
And  alle  her  tayles  he  togider  bond 
And  setto  )«  foxes  tailes  alio  on  f  uyr« 
For  he  in  euery  tail  hath  knyf  a  brond 
And  fiaj  brenf  alio  pa  cornes  of<  ^at  lond 
And  alle  her  Olyuers .  and  vynes  eeke 
A  f)ousand  men  he  slough  eek'  wi^  his  bond 
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.     535     ^^J 

By  vertay  fors  of*  algason  on  a  Eighf 

^■fl 

Maiigre  fe  philiatienB  of*  faf  cite 

^^^H 

The  gates  of  (le  toun  lie  haf  vp  plig6t/ 

^^^H 

And  on  his  bak'  caried  hem  hap  he  / 

3240                V 

heigh  vpon  an  hil  wher  men  migbf  hem  se  / 

■ 

0  noble  alniiglity  Sampson  leef*  and  deero 

1 

haddegt  f)ou  nougSf  to  wommen  told  fy  aecre 

H 

In  al  fe  world  ne  hadde  bo  >y  peere 

3244      ^^^H 

Ihia  Sampson  neyther  aiser  dronk"  no  wyn  / 

^H 

Ke  on  his  heed  com  rasour  noon  ne  schere 

^^^ 

By  precept*  of"  [»  mesaager  diuyn 

For  allfl  his  etrengjies  in  hia  hcr«s  were 

3248 

And  fully  twenty  wynter  jer  by  jere/ 

he  hadde  of  lenwalem  }ie  gouernaunce 

Buf  sooue  he  achal  nepe  many  a  toere 

For  wymmen  achuln  him  biinge  to  meschaunco 

3252 

Vn-to  hie  lemman  Dalida  he  tolde 

That*  in  hia  heres  al  his  streng}ic  lay 

And  falsly  to  his  fooraen)  eche  him  aolde 

And  alepyng"  in  hir  barm  vpon  a  day 

3256 

Sche  made  to  clippe  or  Bchore  his  herea  away 

And  made  hia  foomen  al  his  craff  eapien 

And  whan  fay  fond  him  in  fis  array 

Thay  bound  him  fasf  and  put  out  Impa  his  yen 

32C0 

But  er  his  heer  clipped  was  or  T-schaue 

J 

Ther  waa  no  bond  wif  which  men  might-  him  bynde 

Buf  now  is  he  in  prisoun  in  a  caue 

H 

Ther  as  fay  made  him  af  (te  querne  grynde 

H 

0  noble  Sam^Mon  strengesf  of  ul  man  kynde 

H 

0  whilom  iugge  in  glory  and  in  richease  / 

H 

Kow  maystow  wepe  wij>  fine  eyjen  blynde 

H 

Sith  )ou  fio  wele  oil  falle  to  wrecuhodaeese 

32G8     ^^J 
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Ihend  of  [lia  caytif  was  as  I  achal  aay 

hia  foomea  made  a  fesf  vpon  a  day 

And  made  him  as  bera  fool  bifoni  hem  play    vnunaa,tatki 

And  ]iis  -was  in  a  temple  of  gret  amy  3272 

But/  atte  laaf  be  made  a  foul  afiray 

For  he  two  pilets  acboolc  and  made  hem  falle 

And  doun  fcl  temple  and  al  and  ]>er  it  lay 

And  alougb  himsilf*  and  eet  bis  fomea  alle  3276 

iliis  is  to  sayn  )ie  princes  euer  icbon 

And  eek'  )iro  }iousand  bodies  were  ^r  ala;n 

with  fallyng'  of  (le  grete  temple  of  atoon 

Of  Sampson  wil  I  no  more  sayn  3280 

Ee  war  by  fese  ensamplea  olde  and  playn 

That  no  man  telle  his  counseil  to  bis  wyf 

Of  such  Jiiiig"  as  he  wold  liaue  secre  fayn 

If/  fat/  it  touche  hia  lymea  or  bis  lif-  3284 

[Hercules.^ 
Kji  Ercules  Jje  soucreyn  conquerour  %  De  JBraolft 

Singing'  hia  werkca  laude  and  heigh  renoun 
For  in  his  tyme  of  strength  he  bar  fe  flour 
he  slougfi  and  rafte  fe  skyn  fro  J»e  leoun  3288 

he  of  Cvntaurca  layde  fa  boat'  a  doun 
he  arpica  slough  pa  cruel  briddes  felle 
The  gold  appul  ho  raft^  fro  fe  dtagoun 
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Wm  nener  wight  /  ai^)wii  fo  world  bigan 

Thaf  elough  bo  maaj  monstiea  as  dede  he 

Thurgli-out  ft  wide  world  liis  hadib  na 

what  for  his  strengjie  and  foi  hia  botmts  3301 

And  euei;  roialme  went  he  for  to  se 

he  was  so  strong*  )ier  migllt<  no  man  him  lette 

At<  ho^  Pa  worldea  endes  as  saith  trophe 

In  stede  of  boundes  he  a  piler  sette  3308 

A  lomman  badde  })is  noble  campioun  C'«vnj] 

Tbaf  bigfite  Deianire  f  reissh  as  may 

And  as  )«Be  derkea  makea  mencioun 

Scbe  ha^  him  sent  a  schuite  frcsch  and  giiy  3312 

AJas  fis  achirf  alias  and  wailaivoy 

Ennenymed  was  so)ily  with  nllo 

Tbaf  er  be  hadde  wcred  it  halt'  n  day 

If  made  bis  fleisch  al  fro  his  bones  fallu  /  3316 


Duf  natheles  sora  dcrkcs  hir  e. 

By  con  (laf  bigtito  Kessus  paV  it  makyd 

Be  as  be  may  I  wil  noujf  hir  accusyn 

Bnf  on  bis  bak/  he  werod  Jiis  scbirf  al  naked 

Til  |)af  his  fleisch  was  fur  )ie  venym  blakod 

And  wban  be  saugh  noon  ojiei  remodyc 

In  bote  colia  he  ba^  himself'  I-iakod 

for  no  venym  deyned  hin\  to  dye 

Thits  starf  )ia  mighty  and  worthy  Ercnlea 
lo  who  may  tnute  fortune  eny  Jirowe 
For  him  fa.V  folwe^  al  ^is  world  of  pres 
£r  he  be  war  is  off  y-layd  foi  lowe  / 
Ful  wys  is  he  ^t/  can  hinueluen  knowe  / 
Be  WBt  for  whan  ^t^  fortune  losf  to  glose  / 
Than  waytith  scbe  hir  man  to  ouer^rowe  / 
By  Boche  way  as  he  wolde  leaf  suppose 


^  De  rege 
Nabugodonoaor 
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[Ne  hudi  adnexza  r.  ] 
1  he  mighty  trone  fa  preciouB  treaor 
The  glorioUB  ceptra  and  real  mageato 
Thaf  had  [ib  king*  Xabugodonosoro 

■wiji  tonge  vnnethea  may  descrjued  be  3336 

ha  twjes  wan  ierasalem  fat  Cite 

The  vessel  ouf  of  fe  temple  he  wif  him  ladJe  /  %  DanieJis  4'» 
At  Bahiloyne  was  his  aouereyn  see  regum  &c" 

In  vhicb  his  glone  and  hia  delyf  he  lodde  /  3340 

The  fairest"  children  at  fe  blood  roial 

Of  Israel  he  dede  gelde  anoon 

And  made  ylk'  of  hem  to  ben  hU  ^ral 

Amonges  o^re  Daniel  was  oon 

That"  was  fa  wisest/  child  of  euerychoon 

For  he  Jie  diemes  of  fe  king'  expouned 

Ther  as  in  Caldeyn  was  Jwr  clerkea  noon      ['« 

Thaf  wiate  to  whaf  fyn  his  dremes  souned 

Ihis  proude  king*  let*  make  a  statu  of  gold 
Sixty  cubites  long-  and  seueii  in  brede 
To  which  ymage  bofie  jonge  and  olde  / 
Comaunded  ho  to  loue  and  haue  in  drede 
Or  in  a  fornays  ful  of  flames  rede 
he  schulde  bo  brents  Jiaf  wolde  nof  obeye  / 
Buf  neuer  wolde  aasente  to  ))af  dede 
Danyel  ae  his  folawes  tweye 

This  king*  of  kinges  prau  was  elate 

he  wonde  god  [laf  sit*  in  mageste 

2Te  mighf  him  nougltf  /  blroue  of  his  estate 

But  Bodeynly  he  left/  his  dignito 

I-Hk*  a  best"  him  semed  for  to  bo 

And  eef  hay  as  an  oxe  and  lay  ^er-out«  / 

In  rayn  with  wilde  hestes  walkyd  be . 

[til  ceit«iD  tyme  was  i-come  aboule']  [■  t*  muvi' 
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And  lik/  an  Eglis  fethons  wen  his  lieres 

hia  hondes  like  a  briddes  dowes  were 

Til  god  Teleaaed  him  a  certeyn  jeres 

And  jaf  him  witte  and  )>anne  with  many  a  tere  3366 

he  {tanked  god  and  euer  he  is  afeie 

To  doon  amys  or  more  to  trespace 

And  er  ^aif  iyme  he  layd  was  on  here 

be  knew  wel  god  was  ful  of  mighf  and  grace  3373 

His  sone  which  ]iaf  highte  Baltha^ai 

Ihatf  hold  ^  regne  after  his  fador  day 

be  by  his  fader  cou^  nought*  be  war 

For  proud  he  was  of*  hert/  and  of  array  3376 

And  eek'  an  ydolaster  was  he  ay 

hie  heigh  astate  assured  him  in  pryde 

BuP  fortune  cast*  him  doun  and.  ^cr  he  lay 

And  sodeynly  his  regno  gan  diuiJo  3380 

A  feat  he  made  vnto  bis  lordes  alle 

vpon  a  tyme  he  made  hem  blijie  be 

And  ^an  hia  officerea  gan  he  calle 

Go^  bringeth  forth  pe  vessealx  quod  he  3384 

The  which  my  fader  in  hia  proaperits 

Oof  of*  {m  temple  of  ierusalem  byraff  tfaffn 

And  to  onre  hihe  goddis  ^nke  we/ 

Of  honours  ^1^  oure  eldrea  with  ra  laft^  3388 

His  wif  hia  lordes  and  hia  concubines 

Ay  dronken  whiles  her  arrionf  last? 

Ouf  of  ^  noble  Teaseala  aondry  wynes 

And  on  a  wal  ^  king*  hia  yhen  cast  /  3393 

And  aaugU  an  bond  armies  >af  wroot  fast^  / 

For  fere  of  which  he  qnoot  and  siked  sore 

^is  bond  paV  balthajar  so  lore  agasl^ 

viot^.  mane,  teohel,  pbares.  aad  no  more/  3399 
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lu  al  ^  lond  magicien  was  dooq 

Thaf  cou)e  ezpounde  whaf  ^is  lettre  ment 

Buf  Daniel  expoimdifi  it  anooa 

And  sayde  king"  god  f  y  fader  sent  3400 

Glori  and  honour,  regne  tresor  and  tent 

And  he  vras  proud  and  no  (ling'  god  ne  drodde 

And  ferf or  god  gref  wrcche  vpon  him  sent? 

And  him  biraff  ^e  regne  ^af  he  hadde  /  3404 

He  was  out  casf  of  mannes  comp^gnye 

with  aascs  was  his  hahitacioun 

And  eetn  hay  in  wef  and  eek"  in  drye 

Til  faf  he  knew  hy  grace  and  by  leaoun  3408 

Thaf  god  of  houcn  had  dominacioun 

Oucr  cucry  regne  and  euery  creature 

And  ])an  had  god  of  him  compasaioun 

And  him  restored  to  his  regne  and  his  figure  3413 

llilic  )iou  [laf  art*  his  gone  art  proud  also 

And  knoweaf  al  fiia  fiing*  so  verrayly 

And  arf  rcl)cl  to  god  and  arf  his  fo 

fiou  dronk*  eek*  of  his  vessel  bodily  3416 

Thy  wyf  eek'  and  Jiy  wenche  sinfully 

Dronkc  of  fo  same  vessel  sondry  wynes 

And  hcriesf  fnbe  goddcs  cursedly 
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Lordynga  enaample  her-by  may  je  take 
how  p&V  in  lordachip  is  no  siliemesse 
For  whan  fortune  wil  a  man  fonake 
Scbe  bereji  a-way  his  regno  and  his  richesse  /  3432 

And  eekf  his  frendea  bo]n  mora  and  leaae  / 
And  whaf  man  hath  of  frendes  ^e  fortmie 
Uishap  wil  make  hem  enemyea  I  gesae 
[fia  proufrbe  ie  ful  so^  &  ful  comune']  ^^ 'tiumarX^J 

[No  break  in  the  MS.} 

(jonobia  of  palmire  Jm  queene 

Afi  writen  porciena  of  hir  noblesse 

So  wor^y  was  in  atmes  and  so  keene 

That"  no  wigBt"  passed  hir  in  hardynesse  3440 

Ife  in  lynage  ne  in  o])er  gentilesse  / 

OP  Jw  kinges  blood  /  oP  pers  echo  is  descendid 

I  say  }iat  sche  had  not  most/  fairnesse 

Bnt^  of  hir  schap  sche  mighf  not'  ben  amendid  3444 

rto  hir  childhod  /  I  fynde  fat'  ache  fledda 

Office  of  wommen  and  to  woode  sche  went 

And  many  a  wilde  hertes  blood  echo  schedde 

with  arwes  brode  ^af  sche  to  hem  sent  /  344S 

Sche  was  so  swyff  faf  sche  onoon  hem  hent 

And  whan  ^at*  ache  was  elder  sche  woldo  kille 

Leoims  /  lebardes  /  and  berea  alto-rent 

And  in  hir  armes  weld  hem  at  hii  wille  3452 

Sche  donte  wilde  bestea  dennea  soke/ 

And  renne  in  )ie  mounteyns  al  ^  night 

And  slepe  vnder  a  bussK  and  ache  cou|n  eeke 

wnistil  by  venay  fors  and  verray  mi(^t  3456 

wifi  eny  png*  man  were  he  neuer  ao  wig&t' 

Ther  mighte  no  ))ing<  in  hir  armea  itonde 

She  kepf  hir  maydenhed  from  euery  wighf 

To  no  man  deyned  hii»  to  be  bonde  3460 
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But;"  atte  lasf  hir  frendes  han  hir  mmiied 

To  Odenake  a  prince  of  Jial'  Citee 

AI  vera  it  so  pat  sche  him  longe  taiied  c* 

And  )e  achul  vnderetonde  bow  fat?  he 
had  suche  fantasies  as  hadde  sche  / 
But  nat>elc8  whan  ^a;  were  knjf  in  fere 
Thay  lyucd  in  ioye  and  in  felicite 
For  cch  ofi  hem  had  o)ier  leef<  and  deeie 

Oauo  oon  y'mg  sche  wolde  neuer  assent 
By  no  way  faf  he  schulde  by  hir  lye 
Buf  oones  for  it  was  hir  playn  entent 
To  hauB  a  child  fe  world  to  multiplie 
And  also  aoone  as  she  might*  aepye  / 
That-  sche  was  nof  wif  childe  jit  in  deda  / 
Than  wold  sche  suSre  him  doon  hia  fantasle 
Eff  sonea  and  nought"  buf  oones  out"  oP  drede  / 


And  if  sche  were  wif  child  af  filke  caaf 
Ko  more  schuld  he  playe  ^ilke  game 
Til  fully  fourly  daycs  were  y-paaf 
Than  wold  ache  suffre  him  to  do  fe  Bama 
A!  were  fis  Odenake  wilde  or  tame 
he  gat*  no  more  of"  hir  for  fus  sche  sayde 
hif  nas  buf  wyues  lecchery  and  echame  / 


Hir  riche  amy  if<  it  mighf  be  told 

As  wel  in  vessel  as  in  hir  cIo|)ing< 

Sche  was  al  clo)>ed  in  pene  and  gold 

And  eekf  echo  lafte  nought*  for  hh  hnntyng*  3496 

To  haue  ofi  sondry  tonges  ful  knowing* 

whan  sche  had  leyser  //  and  mighf  ^erto  entent 

To  lerne  bookes  was  al  hir  likyng* 

How  sche  in  vertu  might*  hir  lif*  despenf  3500 

And  Bchoiily  of*  ^ia  stoiy  for  to  tret«  [t.«-ni,6<u»] 

So  doughty  was  hir  housbond  and  eek*  sclie 

That  ))ay  conquered  many  regnes  grete 

In  thorienf  with  many  a  fail  citee  3504 

Appurtienanf  vnto  that*  mageste  / 

Of  Rome,  and  with  etrong*  hond  hidden  liem  fast* 

Ke  neuer  migbf  hei  fomen  doon  hem  flo 

Ay  while  Odenakes  dayes  list/  3608 

Her  batails  who  /  so  lusf  hem  for  to  redo 

Agayn  Sapor  ^  king*  and  o))er  mo 

And  how  faf  fia  processe  fel  in  dede 

why  sche  conquered  and  whaf  title  had  ])ei-to  3512 

And  after  of>  hir  meschief  and  hir  woo  / 

how  ^t  sche  was  deceyned  and  I-take  / 

let  hem  vnto  my  niayat«r  perark*  go 

That*  writeth  ot  )>iB  ynough  I  Tndertake  /  3516 

Whan  Odenake  was  deed  sche  mightily 

The  r^^iee  huld  and  wi|)  hir  propre  hond 

A^^ns  hir  fooa  sche  fought  fol  tiewely 

That*  {wT  nas  king*  ne  prince  in  ^V  lond  3620 

That  he  nas  glad  if*  he  ^at  grace  fond 

That  sche  ne  wold  vpon  his  lond  werraye 

with  hii  ^y  made  alliaaace  by  bond 

To  bea  in  pees  and  let  hii  ryde  and  play  3534 
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The  cmp^rour  of  Kome  Claadios 

Xc  him  bifora  ^e  romaya*  Galiene 

Xe  tlorsto  neuer  be  so  comgamia 

Ke  noon  cniiino  ne  Egipciene  3528 

Xo  Surrien  no  noon  arrabiene 

iri^iiine  ^e  fcld  [)at  durate  with  hir  figbt 

Lest*  t>af  Bcho  wold  hem  wi^  her  hondw  sleen 

Or  vti}  hir  mcyne  putten  hem  to  flight  3532 

In  kingca  albyV  went  hir  sones  tno 

Aa  huirea  of<  her  fadres  regnes  idle 

And  hermanno  and  Themaleo 

here  namea  were  and  Parciens  man  hem  calle  /  3536 

Buf  ay  fortune  bath  in  hir  bony  galle 

This  mighty  queene  may  no  while  endare 

Fortune  oaV  of  hir  regne  made  hir  falle  [la^ta] 

To  wrecchcdnesse  and  to  mya  adueutuis  3540 

Aurilian  wban  (laf  fe  gouemaunce 

OP  ]{ome  cam  in-to  hia  bondea  tway  / 

he  schop  him  of"  ])ts  queen  to  do  Tengeaunce  / 

And  with  his  logioutis  be  toot  ^e  way  3544 

Toward  Cenoby  and  schortly  to  say 

he  made  hir  llee  and  atte  laat'  hii  bent 

And  feterid  hir  and  eck"  hir  children  tweyo 
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3560 


3661 


H  Se  petro  Iiii< 
pannie  rege 


3573 


le .  aahe  tluf  wbilom  was 
Dndfol  to  kinges  and  to  Emperouies 
If  ow  ganlith  al  ^  pepol  on  hir  alas 
And  ache  )n<^  helmyd  woa  in  aUrke  atoures  / 
And  wan  bifoie  tonnea  stronge  and  tourea 
Scbal  on  heed  now  were  a  wyntermjte 
And  adie  ^f  bar  |ie  ceptei  fui  of  flourea 
Bchal  beie  a  distof  hii  self'  for  to  quyte 
1^0  breaJc  in  the  ^S.] 
0  noble  petro .  ^e  glori  of  Spayne  / 
whom  fortune  held  bo  heigh  in  magcata 
wel  oughte  men  ^y  pitoua  deji  complayno 
Thy  bastard  brofer  made  )»  to  fla 
And  after  /  af  a  sege  by  eulililto 
^w  were  bytrayed  and  Ia<l  to  \m  tout 
wher  /  as  be  with  his  ouglmo  lioinl  nlougli  fo 
Succedyng*  in  )iy  lond  and  in  fy  tvjA 

The  feld  of  snow  with  thcgln  r.r  Lluk'  )vr-Inne 
Caught"  wif  fe  leoun  reed  coloured  as  is  |jo  gicedt 
he  brewede  pe  curaednesse  and  syune 
The  wikked  nest  werker  of'  )>ia  neede 
Kongllf  Olioer  ne  Charles  fvat  ay  took*  heede 
Of  tionthe  and  honour  but/  of*  aimoryk*     ci*a/^n^t«»] 
Geniloim  oliuer  comiptid  for  nede 

Bronghte  Jiia  wor^y  king<  in  such  a  bryt  3580 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 

0  woT^  petio  king*  of"  Cipres  also  IT  De  petro  Cipre  rege 
Thai?  aliaannder  wan  1^  heigb  maistrye  / 
Fol  many  an  bethen  wioughtesf  ^u  ful  wo 
Of  which  Jiin  oughne  liegea  had  ennye 
And  foi  no  Jiing"  but  for  ])y  chiualrie 
Jay  in  thy  bed  han  slajm  ^  by  ^  morwe 
Thus  can  fortune  ^  whel  goueme  and  gye 
And  oat?  of  ioye  bringe  men  in  to  aorwe 
[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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3584 
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Of  Mclayn  grete  Baraabo  viacouaP         IT  De  Baroabo  Co- 
God  of-  delyt  and  strength  of  lumbardye    '"''*  Mediolano 
why  Hcliuld  fyn  infortune  I  nougSf  accoiinto 
Syn  in  astaaf  (lou  clombo  were  ao  hye  3592 

Thy  brofor  sono  fat^  waa  }iy  double  allio 
For  ho  Jiy  neuew  was  and  sone  in  lawe 
■wijjinne  hb  pmoun  made  fe  to  dye 

Buf  why  ne  how  not*  I  Jiat^  fou  were  alawa  /  3596 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 

[){•  erl  hugilin  of  pise  fe  langour  IT  De  hngiliBo 

Thor  may  no  tonge  telle  Jo  pits  Comitfl  Piae 

Bnf  lite!  ouf  of  pise  stant  a  tour 

In  whiche  toiir  /  in  prisoun  puf  woa  he  /  3G00 

And  with  him  been  his  litil  cluldien  Jre 

Theldeaf  skaraly  fyP  jer  was  of  agd  / 

Alias  fortune  it  was  gref  cruelte 

Suuhe  briddcs  to  put  in  such  a  cage  3604 

i)ampnyd  he  was  to  deye  in  Jial^  priaown 

For  Eoger  which  fat^  bisschop  was  of  pise 

Had  on  him  maad  a  fals  suggestioun 

Thurgh  which  }e  peplo  g&a  on  him  arise  3008 

And  putte  him  in  prisoun  in  such  wise 

As  )e  han  herd  and  mete  and  drynk"  he  haJde 

Bo  smal  ^at  wcl  vnnejie  it  may  suHise 

And  fer  wif  al  it  was  ful  pore  and  baddo  3613 

And  on  a  day  bifel  Jaf  Ln  )taf  hoar 

whan  ^at*  hia  mote  was  wonf  to  be  biougBf 

The  gayler  suhef  pa  dorcs  of  ^at'  tour 

He  herd  it  wel  but  he  saugh  if  nought"  (i«vis3]     3616 

And  in  his  horf  anoon  Jer  fel  a  JougEf 

paP  fay  for  hungir  woldo  doon  him  Jyen 

Alas  quod  he  alius  faf  I  was  wrougrit 

Ther-wip  Jo  teorea  telle  fro  hia  eyen  3620 
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Hie  jongestf  sone  }aV  fn  jei  wu  of*  age 

Vnto  him  sajde  iadet  why  do  ye  wepe 

whas  wil  pB  gayler  hnngea  ouie  potage 

Is  ^  no  moisel  bred  ^f  je  dooD  kepe  3621 

I  am  BO  bongry  paV  I  may  not  sleeps 

Now  wolde  god  patf  I  might  slope  enei 

Than  Bcbuld  not  hunger  in  my  wombe  ciepe 

Ther  is  no  )iing<  aaue  bred  paif  me  were  leaer  3628 

Thus  day  by  day  ^ib  child  bigan  to  crio 

Til  in  hie  fadres  barm  a-doun  be  lay 

And  Bay de  far  wel  fader  I  moot  dye 

And  kisf  bis  fader  and  dyde  ^  same  day  3632 

And  whan  ))e  woful  iadcr  deed  it  say 

For  wo  his  aimea  tuo  he  gan  to  byto 

And  sayde  fortune  alas  and  waylaway 

Thin  false  querel  al  my  woo  I  wyte  3636 

His  childer  wende  faf  if  for  hongir  was 

Thaf  he  his  armes  gnew  and  noughf  for  wo 

And  sayden  fader  do  aoughf  so  alias 

But"  rather  ef  fe  fleisch  vpon  ts  tuo  3640 

Onte  fleisch  ^u  jaue  vs  /  oure  fleisch  )kiu  take  ts  fro 

And  ete  ynongh  righf  )>as  ])ay  to  him  seyde 

And  after  fatf  wi^inne  a  day  or  tuo 

Thay  layde  hem  in  hia  lappe  a-doun  and  deyde  3644 

Himself  despeired  eek*  for  honger  starf 
Thus  ended  is  fiis  mighty  eorl  oP  pise 
For  his  estate  fortune  fro  him  eorf 
Of<  ^ia  t«%Tede  it<  oughts  jnoi^b  snfSae  /  3648 

who-so  wil  it  hiere  in  lenger  wise 
Bede  )re  gref  poef  of*  Itaile 
Thaf  hig&te  Daunf  for  he  eua  it  deniae 
Fro  poynt  to  poynt  noujf  oon  word  wil  he  fayle         3662 
[No  hrwA  in  the  MS.] 
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IN'  jon^  a  maister  had  )na  einp«rour 

To  teche  him  letterara  and  ctutoaya 

For  ofi  monlite  he  was  })e  flour 

And  in  bis  t^me  baf  if'  {^e  boob  lye  3686 

And  whil  his  maister  bad  of<  bim  maistrie 

he  made  bim  so  connyng*  and  so  sonple  / 

Thaf  long!  tyme  it  was  or  tyrranye 

Or  ony  vice  doisf  on  him  vncouple  /  {.utrmj     3692 

This  Seneca  of  vbich  J>af  I  deuyae  IT  Seneca 

By  cause  Nero  bad  of*  him  such  drede 

For  fro  vices  he  wolde  him  chastise 

Discretly  by  word  and  noujP  by  dede  /  3696 

Sir  wold  be  sayn  an  emperour  mot  neede  / 

Be  vertuoua  and  bate  tyntnnye 

For  which  he  in  a  bath  made  liim  to  blcodo 

On  bo^e  his  armes  til  he  moate  dye  3700 

The  neio  hadde  eef  a  custumance  / 

So  )ou)ie  ^ein  his  maister  for  to  ryse  / 

which  afterward  bim  J'ougbt'  a  gret  greuuunce 

Iberfore  he  made  him  deye  in  fis  wise  3704 

Buf  na^ea  ^is  Seneca  ^  wise 

Cbes  in  bath  to  deye  in  ftia  manere  / 

£a^r  Jian  to  haue  anojwi  tyrannye 

And  ^OB  ha^  Kara  elayn  bis  maister  deere  /  3708 

Mow  feL.  it  BO  pa.V  fortmie  luaV  no  lenger 

The  bighe  pride  of  Nero  to  cherice 

For  |ioagh  he  were  strong'  jif  waa  scbe  stranger 

Sche  ^u^te  pw  by  god  I  am  to  nyce  3712 

To  set*  a  man  ^t*  is  fnl  sad  of"  vice 

In  high  degre  and  empemnr  him  calle  / 

By  god  ont'  of  hia  cite  I  wil  him  trice 

"whan  he  leaf  wene^  aonnesf  achal  byfalle  3716 
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Nougfif  ooalj  ^if  f»  world  tutd  ot*  him  owe  / 

For  lesyngi  of'  richeB  and  liberte 

But*  made  eoery  man  reneje  hia  lawe  / 

S'abngodoaosoi  was  locd  sayde  he  /  37fi2 

If  oon  o^er  god  schuld  honoured  be 

Ajeiuet'  hia  heate  dat  no  wighf  treepace  ^  Et  feceront  fil^j 

Sauo  in  Betholifl  a  atrond  cite  ^^"^  eeeundum 

,_,.,,  ,  ,  quod  constituit  eia 

wher  Eliachim  a  preef  of  J-af  place  dominiu  eacenioa 

Elyochym 
But  tat  keep  of  Jaf  day  of  Olipherne 
Amyd  his  oat/  he  drouko  lay  ou  night* 
wi^inne  his  tente  large  as  ia  a  heme 
And  jif  for  al  hia  pomp  and  al  hia  mighf  3760 

ludith  a  womman  as  he  lay  vprigfit 
Slepyng*  hU  heed  of  stnof  and  fro  his  tent 
Ful  priuely  sche  atal  from  euery  wight 
And  with  his  heed  vnto  hir  toun  sche  went  3764 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 

Whatf  needith  it  of  kingi  antiochius        TI  Do  Eege  Anti- 

To  telle  his  heye  real  mageste  /  "^chie  illuatrL 

hie  beyhe  pride  hia  werke  venemoua 

For  Buch  anofer  was  ^r  noon  aa  ho  [j«v«»]     3768 

Bede])  which  ^at<  he  was  in  machabo 

And  ledith  ^  pronde  wordea  ^at  he  aayde 

And  why  he  fel  fro  his  prosperite 

And  in  an  hil.  how  wiecchidly  he  deyde  3772 

r  ortone  him  ha^  enhannced  so  in  piyde 

Tbat^  Teriaily  he  wend  he  mig&f  han  teyned 

Vnto  fe  Bteiris  vpon  euery  syde  / 

And  in  a  balaance  weyen  what*  ech  mounteyned  3776 

And  alle  ]ie  flooded  of  ^  see  reatreyne 

And  goddea  peple  had  he  most  in  hate 

hem  wold  he  alee  in  torment  and  in  peyne 

wenyng*  faif  god  ne  might  his  pride  abate  3780 


275  5 
552 

And  for  paf  NiclioBor  and  Tbimotha  / 
■with  lewes  were  veniiuist/  mightily 
Vn  to  pe  Tewes  such  an  hate  had  he  / 
That*  he  bad  graitho  his  ohaar  hastUy 
And  Bwor  and  sayde  fiU  despitoualy 
Vnto  lerusalem  he  wold  eft*  soono 
To  wtfke  his  Ire  on  it  ful  cruelly 
But*  of  hia  purpos  ho  was  let  fill  soone 

(jod  for  hia  manace  him  ao  sore  smooth 

wifi  inm'aible  wounde .  incurable 

Thaf  in  his  guttes  caif<  bo  and  bot" 

That"  his  peynea  were  importable 

And  certeynly  fe  wreiihe  was  resonable 

For  on  many  a  man.  dede  he  peyno 

But  fro  Ids  purpos  cursed  and  dnmpnable  / 

For  al  hia  smerf  he  nolde  him  nougbt  restreyne  / 


Bnt'  bad  anoon  apparailen  his  hosf 
And  Bodeynly  er  he  was  of-  it  ware 
God  dampned  al  his  pride  ajid  al  hia  boat 
For  he  ao  sore  fel  out"  oP  hia  chare 
That"  hia  lymca  and  hia  akyn  to-tare  / 
So  faf  he  no  more  mights  go  ne  ryde  / 
Buf  in  a  chare  men  aboute  bim  bare  / 
Al  foibroeed  bojie  bak'  and  eyde  / 


3801 


The  wroohe  of*  god  him  smof  so  cruely 

That*  in  hia  body  wicked  wormes  crept*        i.uaffai,iatki 

And  per  with  nl  be  stonk/  so  orribly 

TliaP  noon  of  hia  mcyne  fat  him  kBp[t]o  3808 

whefer  fat  he  wook*  or  ellea  alepte 

Ne  raighto  nought*  fe  atynk*  of*  him  endure 

In  f  is  meachiep  he  weyled  and  eek"  wepl«  / 

And  knew  god  lord  of*  eueiy  creature  3813 


OKODP  B.     §  IS.    hosk's  tali. 

To  ol  hie  hosf  and  to  faimaelP  also 
Ful  vlatEom  was  ]ie  stj^k*  and  fe  corajne 
No  man  miglif  bim  bere  to  ne  fro 

And  in  stjnk/  and  oirible  payne  3816 

he  starf  ful  wrecchedly  in  a  monntaTne 
Thns  ha^  ^is  robbour  and  ^is  homicide  / 
That'  many  a  man  made  wepe  and  playne  / 
Swich  gaeidonn  is  ^at  longe^  vnto  pryde  3620 

[No  break  in  (he  MS.] 

ihe  Btory  of  olisaunder  is  ao  comune  f  De  aloxandra 

Thaf  every  wighf  Jat  haf  discrecioun  magno  pbilip- 

ba^  herd  som  what*  or  al  of  this  fortune  donie  filio  Ac  / 

Thya  wyde  world  as  in  concluaioun  3824 

he  wan  by  strengf  e  or  tor  hia  hcigS  renoun 
Tbay  were  glad  for  pees  rnto  him  Eende 
The  pride  of  man  and  bosf  ho  layd  a  down 
Wher-BO  he  cam .  vnto  fe  worldee  ende  /  3828 

Comparisonn  jit  mighte  neuer  be  maked 

Sitwen  him  and  noon  of«r  conquerour 

For  al  ^is  world  for  diede  of*  him  ha^  quaked 

he  was  of-  knyghthod  and  of-  f  redam  llour  3832 

Fortune  him  made  fe  heii  of  hir  honour 

Sane  wyn  and  wymmen  no  ^Ing*  mighf  aswage 

his  heigb  entenf  in  annea  and  labonr 

So  was  he  ful  of*  Inmyne  corage  3836 

What^  pite  were  if  to  him  ^ugh  I  jow  toMe 

Ot  Darioa  and  an  hundred  Jransand  mo 

Of  kynges  princes  Dukes  and  eorles  bolde  / 

which  he  conquered  and  broujt/  vnto  wo  3640 

I  Bay  as  fer  as  men  may  ryde  or  go 

The  world  waa  his  what  schold  I  more  deuyso  / 

[ no  gap  in  tka  MS.] 

Of  bis  knighthood  it  mighte  noujt  sufRse  /  3644 
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J  welf  jer  he  regaed  as  saith  mkctube  [la^nq 

Philippea  son  o^  Macedoo  he  wu 

Thaf  firsf  was  king<  in  Grace  ftt  contra 

0  wor^y  gontil  alisaundra  alas  3848 

Thaf  euer  auhulde  falle  auch  a  caai 

Empoysoned  of  fiiu  oughne  folt*  Jion  wera 

Thyn  fortune  is  tomed  in  to  an  aas 

And  rigUf  for  ^  ne  wepte  sohe  neoer  &  teera  3853 

AVho  Bchal  me  jiue  teetes  to  compleigne 
The  di'^  ot  gentiles  and  of<  frannchise 
Thaf  al  ^e  woride  had  in  his  dem^gne 
And  jif  him  {loughf  if  mighte  noujt  siifGce  3856 

So  fill  was  hia  corage  of  high  empiise  / 
Alias  who  schal  heipe  me  to  endit«/ 
Fals  infortune  and  poysoun  to  deoyse 
The  whiche  two  al  {lis  wo  I  wyte  3860 

[No  break  in  the  M&] 

By  wiscdom  manhod  and  grot  labour 

i'ro  humble  bed  to  royal  mageste  / 

Yp  roos  ho  lulius  ^  conqueroni 

Thaf  wan  al  thoccidenf  by  land  and  see  386A 

By  atrengfo  of  bond  or  elles  by  trete  / 

And  vnto  Rome  made  hem  coutrihutane 

And  siji^o  of  Rome  Jiemperoui  was  he 
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But'  now  a  litel  vbile  I  vil  bywaila 

This  pompeUB  fie  noble  gooemour 

OP  Kome  wiuch  ^at^  flowe  fro  fia  bataile 

Alas  I  sa;  ooq  ot  his  men  a  fals  tnitour  3880 

hia  lieed  of  Bmoot;'  to  wjnne  his  fanonr 

Of  lulius  and  faim  {w  beed  he  hroajt 

Alas  pomp  of*  fo  orient  conquerour  I'ta/ttt,  tH*-]  ' 

Thatf  fortnne  to  sach  a  fyn  }o  bionght  3881 

To  Borne  agayn  Tepaire)>  Iuliu« 

wi))  his  triamphe  laurial  f ul  bye 

But'  on  a  tyme  hrutns  Cassius 

That*  ener  had  to  his  estaf  enuye  /  3888 

Ful  priuely  ha^  mtide  conspiracie  / 

Agtuus  ^is  luliuB  in  subtil  wise  / 

Caaf  the  place .  in  which  he  schulde  dye 

with  boydekyna  as  I  schal  jow  deuyse  /  3892 

This  InliuB  to  Jie  Capitoile  went 

Vpon  a  day  as  he  was  wonf  to  goon 

And  in  fie  Capitoil  anoon  him  bent 

This  false  brutus  and  his  o^er  foon  3S96 

And  stihed  bim  wi^  boydekyns  anoon 

with  many  a  wounde  and  ^na  ^y  let  him  lye 

Bntf  naner  gronf  he  atf  no  atiook'  but  con 

Oi  elles  at  tno  buf  if*  ^  stone  lye  3900 


So  manly  was  Jns  Inlins  <^  bert/ 
And  BO  wel  loned  estaUy  honeeta 
Tbaf  ^ongb  his  deadly  wotmdee  sore  smeif 
bis  mantil  oner  his  bipee  caste  be 
For  no  nan  scbnlde  aeen  bis  prinete 
And  as  be  lay  deylnge  in  a  trannce 
And  wiste  wel  y^V  Tenayly  deed  was  he 
Of  boneete  jet'  bad  be  lemembnuuce  / 


j&iSi 


'if-  »f,i'.tj  ■//•■.vu .  CirM  him  bow  dndde 

A  r.'l  t/>  ^  f  lyr  U,  \,T-.na-.  him.  m«n  luffi  Uile     _ 

ll.ir,  „i<;l,  ^  rayr,  .l',iin  If,  y*.  bea«n  Khaldei     ^i^^^ 

'I  ImI'  *l'>iii()i  ^:  friyr  and  made  him  to  wthjf*' 

iJpjl'  t'<  U  war  j^e  ^nf■^.  tvion  be  hadde  / 

'I'll  fortune  on  ^o  galwes  made  bim  gape 

Wlian  hB  wwt  r:ni:liAp<?l  he  coa^  noDjt/stenl 
F-r  U.  bygydnt  a  ri':wi!  wcire  agayn 
1,.!  wn.]..  w.:I  f.,r  frif  fortiin'!  him  tent 
HiinU  htiji  fat'  ln!  (;ii.;1kiih:i1  fiirgh  )^e  rajn 
'I'liuL'  of-  }iiH  r^H)  h'l  tiiijjnui  nol^  be  ibyn 
Ami  <:<:k'  a  Hw<:iii;ri  vikhi  a  niyhf  he  mette 
Of'  wliir^h  III;  WU.4  H'l  i>riiiid  and  eclc  bo  bjn 
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The  tree  qnod  iclie  >e  golirea  Ib  to  mens 

And  lubiter  Ukenitli  snow  uid  niyn 

And  phebna  with  his  towail  bo  dene 

Tho  ben  ^  eonne  Btremes  bo^  to  sayn  3914 

Thow  Bchftll^  enhangid  ben  fader  certayn 

R&ya  ecbal  ]ie  vswfi  and  aonne  Bohsl  ^  drye 

Thus  mtned  scbe  him  ful  plat  and  ek  ful  playn 

his  dooghter  which  ^f  called  was  phanio  394S 

And  hanged  was  OieauB  ^is  proude  king 

his  leal  tonr  nigKf  him  nof  auaile  / 

T^redis  ne  noon  o^er  manei  ^iDg" 

No  can  in  I  ajnga  crie  ny  biwayle  3993 

Bnf  for  ^af  fortune  wU  alway  ossayla 

wi^  mwar  strook*  |ie  regnoa  ^af  ben  jiMude 

JFor  whan  men  trustoth  hir  than  wil  huIiu  failu 

And  couot  hir  brigbte  face  with  a  ulowdu  30OS 

H  Here  ende^  |)e  monk*  his  tale 

[m  break  in  the  MH.] 


aEC-TBXT  88S 

obodpB.  §  13.  voNK-iiint'&-pRtB8T'HLDiE.  TfaTlelMi  7881  fiSS 

))at<  on  jonr  bridil  bong'  on  snei;  ajdn 

By  benen  king*  ^f  for  ts  aUe  djde 

I  ecbold  er  ^is  han  fulle  doim  for  Bleep 

Al  t>ougb  ^  alongb  hod  neuer  ben  bo  deep  3968 

Than  had  ;out  tale .  bane  be  told  in  vayn 

For  certejniy  aa  ^eae  derkee  uyn 

wber  as  a  man  may  haae  noon  audience 

KoQgbt  betpitb  it  to  tellen  his  lentenoe  3993 

And  wel  I  wot'  }ie  eabatance  is  in  me 

If  eny  ^ing*  sobal  wel  reported  be 

Sir  say  aom  what^  of  huntyDg*  I  jow  pray  PMfnt] 

Nay  quod  )m  monk*  I  hane  no  Insf  to  play  3996 

Now  let?  another  telle  aa  I  hauo  told  // 

Than  spak*  our  osf  wi^  rude  spoche  anil  bold  // 

And  said  vnto  the  nonnos  prost  anoon  // 

Come  ner  [lou  preef .  come  nor  [loii  h/c  I<iT1i1  //  4000 

Tel  n  sncb  ^ing<  aa  may  our  liortus  (;ladu 

Be  blijie  al  ^ough  ^u  rydo  vpon  a  iado  // 

what*  Jioogh  ^iu  hors  be  bojio  foul  and  loiin  // 

IP  he  wil  aeruo  fa  rok"  nof  a  bono  //  4004 

lot  faf  fin  barf  be  mery  ouor  mo  // 

Jia  sire  ]is  hoste.  olao  mot  I  go  // 

But^  I  be  mery  I-wis  I  wol  bo  blamed  // 

And  rigfit?  anoon  be  baf  his  tale  tamyd  //  4008 

And  fus  he  sayd  vnto  vi  auerioh  oon  //    . 

This  BWeete  preit  this  goodly  man  sir  Inhn         ^  KxiilInU 

[m  bnak  in  tht  MS.] 
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Hia  Tois  was  merier  ^an  ^  mery  Orgon 

On  masse  dayes  jHif  in  ^e  cbiiche  goon 

wel  sikerer  was  his  crowyng*  In  his  logge 

^an  is  a  Clot  or  an  abbay  Orologge  4044 

By  nature  knew  he  ech  ascensioun 

Of  equinoxial  in  |)ilke  tonn 

For  whan  degrees  fyftene  were  aacendid 

Thanne  crew  he  it'  migfit  not*  ben  amendid  4048 

His  comb  was  redder  ^an  ^e  fyn  cotal 

And  batayld  aa  if  were  a  caatel  wal 

his  bilo  was  blak*  and  as  f%  geef  it  schon 

lifc"  asur  were,  his  leggea  and  hia  ton  4052 

His  nayles  whitter  ^n  )>e  lily  flour 

And  lib  fie  bamiscTif  gold  was  his  colour 

This  guitil  c-ok'  hud  in  hia  gouernaunce 

Seaen  hennea  for  to  do  al  liid  jilcsaunco  40S6 

"whicha  were  hia  suatrca  ati<l  lii^  jwiraiiioiirca 

And  wonder  lik<  to  him  as  of'  colnurca 

OP  whiche  fe  faireaf  liicwwl  on  Iiir  froto 

van  cleped  fayre  damysci  pcrtiloto  4000 

Carteys  sche  was  discrct  and  dohnnniro 

And  oompanable  and  bar  hir  aolf'  ful  fniro 

Syn  pilke  day  ^af  sche  was  soucn  ;or  old 

Thai'  ache  ha^  trewely  Jw  horf  in  hold  4014 

Of  chauntoclere  loken  in  euery  lith 

He  loned  fair  bo  paH  wel  him  was  jwr-witli 

Bnt'  sQch  a  toys  was  if  to  here  him  syngo 

whan  yaif  |>e  brighte  sonne  gan  to  springe  4()CH 

In  Bwete  accord  my  lieP  is  faren  on  londe 

Fro  ^ilke  tyme  as  I  haue  rnderttonde  [Mr  w] 

Bestis  and  briddes  cowde  speke  and  iynge 

And  so  byfel  ^at  in  a  dawenynge  4073 

As  Chaunteclere  among*  his  wyues  alle  / 

8af  on  bis  perche  )isf  was  in  his  halle 

And  nest*  him  saf  ^is  faire  p«rtelote 

This  Chaimtecler  gan  gronen  in  hia  Jirote  4076 

OAKT,  TALn,— HARL.  I   O 
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As  inui  Jut*  in  hi:  di««m  b  dreccbed  som  / 
And  wtiAn  ytV  Pertelof  ^ua  h«nl  bin  niCB 
Solie  was  agasf  and  sajde  lierte  decra 

ivLat  eyliUi  ;i>w  to  grone  in  ^is  aunen  4080 

Je  ben  a  verray  slepcr  fj  for  scbame 
And  he  answerd  and  eavile  ^u£  mt  dune 
I  pniy  jow  far  je  take  it  noajt  agieeP 

Ily  god  me  melte  I  was  in  such  meschief*  40St 

Iligbf  now  ^af  jlt  nij-n  Lert    is  sore  &frigfiV 
Isow  god  quod  be  mj-  swencn  rede  arigKf 
And  keep  my  boily  out*  ot  foal  prisoan 
JiIp.  mctte  bow  fiat  I  romed  vp  and  doan  4(K^ 

vij^innc  oure  jerd  wber  as  I  saugb  a  beest/ 
^^'[la  Ilk'  an  bound  and  wold  bane  maad  arTV«t/ 
V|i'Mi  my  body  and  wold  ban  bad  me  deed 
Hi^  ciibut  was  bitwise  50I0W  and  reed  4092 

And  lipi«J  was  his  tail  and  bofe  his  ^res 
Willi  blak'/.  vnlik'  ]>a  Tomvnaunt  of"  his  heies 
His  suowf  WHS  smal  with  glowj'nge  yen  tweye 
Jv't'  of'  Ilia  look"/  for  fer  almost"  I  deye  40M 

Tliis  caiisi'd  me  my  gronyng"  donteles 
A  wny  'jiiml  scbe .  fy  on  )ow  berteles 
Allw  .pioil  Boho  for  by  faf  god  aboue 

Kiiw  ham^  jo  lust  myn  berf  and  al  my  lone  4  |oq 

I  iMii  noiiglit'  liiuo  Q  coward  by  my  feith 
V\-v  rf>tti»  wbat'  S.5  eny  womman  seith 
-iivii  if  it  mighte  be 


flIZ-TBST   28S 

QBOUP  B.  §  14.  huh's-pbibst's  tau.  EarleiaiL  7331.  563 

Sweaens  engendrid  beu  of  repleccioimi 

And  often  of<  fume  and  of  complezioanB 

vban  hnmonts  ben  to  abondounl^  in  k  wight 

Cettes  ^is  dreem  which  je  han  mef  to-nig&f  41 16 

Come^  of  ^e  gret«  sup^fluite 

Of*  joQie  reede  Colera  pordo 

which  causeth  folk*  to  diemen  in  here  diemes 

Of  arwes  and  of  fuyr  with  reede  beemeg  4120 

Of  rede  bestis  ya,V  ^ai  wil  him  byte  / 

Of  Contet  and  of  whelpia  greet"  and  lite 

Bighf  as  ]ie  humour  of  malencolie 

Caose^  in  sleep  ful  many  a  man  to  crye  4 1 24 

For  feie  of  beres  or  of  boles  blake 

Or  ellea  blake  deuelea  wol  hem  take 

Of  o^er  humours  cou|>e  I  telle  also 

That*  wirken  many  a  man  iii  slep  ful  woo  4128 

Buf  I  wol  passe  as  lislit[l]y  as  I  can 

lo  Oatoun  which  faf  was  so  wis  a  man 

Sayde  he  nou}t  ))us  ne  do  no  force  of  dremcB 

N'ow  sire  quod  sche  whan  we  fle  fro  pim  beemes  4132 

For  goddia  loue  as  tat  Bom  lasatyf 

Tp  peril  of  my  aoule  and  of  my  lyf 

I  counsel  jow  Jie  besf  I  wol  not  lye 

[ 4136 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

Though  in  Jiis  toun  is  noon  apotecarie 

I  schal  my-self  tuo  berbee  t«chyn  ^w 

Tbaf  schal  be  for  joor  faele  and  for  joure  prow  4140 

And  in  ouie  jead  }h)  herbee  schal  I  fynde 

The  whicho  han  of  her  propretc  by  kynde 

To  purgen  jow  bynejie  uid  eek*  abone 

Foigetf  not  fia  for  goddis  onghne  loue  4141 

je  ben  ful  colerik'  of  cconplexionn 

wars  J>e  eonne  in  his  aacencioan 

Na  fynd  )ow  not/  replef  in  hamoura  bote 

And  if  if  do  I  dar  wel  lay  R  grote  [i«/sm]    4148 

SOI 
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Tbaf  38  flclinl  haue  a  feuer  t«rctaae 

^^^^H 

Or  &tt  agu  (laf  may  be  joure  bano 

^^^^^1 

A  day  ot  tuo  36  achul  haue  digeatiuea 

^^^^^H 

OP  wormes  or  je  take  jour  laxatiuea 

^1 

OP  lauriol  Century  and  fumjtere 

^1 

Or  dies  of-  Elder  bery  faf  growitli  fere  / 

^H 

OP  Catapua  or  oP  goytre  borija 

^H 

OP  erbe  yue  growej)  in  our  ^erU  fer  mery  is 

^1 

Pike  liem  vprigliP  as  pay  growe  and  et  hem  In  • 

^H 

Ra  mery  houaboad  for  jout  fader  kyn 

^H 

Dredijj  uon  dremea  I  can  aay  no  more 

^H 

Ma  dame  quod  he  gtaunf  mercy  oP  jour  lore 

41G0             ^M 

But^  nafelea  aa  touching'  doun  Catoun 

1 

Thaf  hatb  oP  wisdom  such  a  gref  renoun 

^M 

Though  faf  he  bod  no  dremea  for  to  dredo 

^M 

By  god  men  may  in  olJe  bookea  rede 

4IG1              ^M 

OP  many  a  man  more  oP  ancterite 

^H 

Thaf  euer  catouu  waa  so  mof  I  the 

^H 

Thaf  al  |ie  rouora  aayn  oP  hia  aentenco 

^1 

And  han  wol  founden  by  expmenca 

4168           ^M 

Thaf  dremea  ben  aignificaciowna 

^1 

Aa  wel  oP  ioye  as  oP  tribulaciouna 

^1 

Tliaf  folk-  enduren  in  fis  liP  preaent 

^1 

Thor  nedetli  make  of'  pm  noon  argument 

^1 

The  vorray  preue  echewith  it  in  dede 

^1 

Ooii  of'  fe  grettcsf  auctorite  faf  men  rede 

^H 

Saith  [lua  ■  Jiaf  whilom  tway  felawea  wenln 

^1 

On  pylgrimnge  in  a  ful  good  entente  / 

H 

And  happed  so  fay  com  in  to  a  louu 

^H 

whor  aa  fer  waa  auch  congregacioun 

^H 

OP  people  and  eek-  ao  atreyf  oP  herbergage 

^1 

fuP  fiay  fond  DOUjP  as  moche  as  oon  cotage  / 

4180              ^M 

In  which  fat  fay  mighf  bo>B  I-logged  be 

^M 

wlierfor  fny  moalen  oP  necessite 

^H 

Aa  for  faf  nighf  depart"  her  compaignye 

^1 

1               And  ech  oP  hem  gof  to  his  hoatelryo 

^H 

OROOP  B.  §  14.  1 

And  toot  his  loggyngi  aa  it  wolde  falle 

Ihaf  oon  of*  hem  was  loggid  in  a  ataHa        iin/t 

Fer  in  a  jeid  with  oxen  of*  Jie  plougll 

That*  o^r  man  waa  logged  wel  ynoogB 

As  was  hie  adaentun  or  f  ortmte 

That'  70  goneniith  alle  in  comime 

And  so  bifel  [ral?  long*  er  il?  were  day 

This  oon  mef  in  his  bed  ^r  as  he  lay 

bow  fatf  his  felaw  gan  vpon  him  calle 

And  sayd  alias  for  in  an  oxe  stalle  / 

This  night'  I  schal  be  murdrid  )ier  I  lye 

Now  help  me  doete  btof  er  or  I  dye 

In  alle  cum  to  me  he  sayde 

This  man  out  of*  his  slep  for  fer  abrayde 

Buf  whan  fat'  he  waa  waked  ouf  of-  his  sleep 

he  tomed  him  and  took"  of  fis  no  keep 

him  foughf  him  dreem  nas  but  a  vanite  / 

Thus  twies  in  his  sleepe  dremed  he 

And  at/  |ie  fridde  tyme  ;et  liis  felawe 

Com  as  him  Jioughf  and  eayd  I  am  now  slawe 

Bihold  my  bloody  woundes  deep  and  wyde 

Arise  Tp  ffirly  in  J>e  morwe  tyde  / 

And  at  the  wesf  gate  of )«  tonn  quod  he  / 

A  carf  of  donge  |iere  schalf  ]iou  see 

In  which  my  body  is  hyd  prinely 

Do  f  ilke  carf  anesten  boldely 

My  gold  caused  my  mourdre  sof  to  sayn 

And  told  him  onerj  poynt*  how  he  was  elayn 

witli  a  f  nl  pitouB  iace  pale  of  hewe 

And  tniste  wel  his  dreem  he  fond  ful  farewe  / 

For  on  ^  morwe  as  sone  as  it  was  day 

To  bis  felawes  In  he  toob  ^  way 

And  whan  |iaf  he  cam  to  ))is  oxe  stalle 

After  his  felaw  he  bigan  to  colle  / 

The  hoetillet  answered  him  anoon 

4^d  oayde  sire  jour  felaw  is  agoon 
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Ah  Boone  aa  day  ho  went/  oat  of  fo  tonn 

This  nun  gan  falle  in  a  Bnspecdoon 

Beii]embrii)g<  on  his  dremes  f»V  he  mette  / 

And  forth  he  goth  no  lenger  wold  he  leUo      Caqnu:    4324 

Vnto  pe  west*  gate  of"  ^  toon  and  fond 

A  dong"  cirP  went*  aa  it*  were  to  donge  lond 

That*  was  arrayed  in  J>e  same  wise 

As  )e  han  herd  ^  dcede  man  dcni^  /  -4228 

And  with  an  hardy  herP  he  gan  to  crie 

Vengeaunce  and  iuetice  of  Jtia  felonje 

iij  felaw  mordriJ  is  fiis  Bame  nights 

And  in  pis  carte,  he  lith  heec  vprigEt  4^32 

I  crye  onff  on  ^  ministres  qnod  he  / 

Tbat^  schalde  bepe  and  reide  ^a  Cite 

harrow  alios  her  lith  nij  felaw  slayn 

what^  schold  I  more  vnto  [ris  tale  ssjn  4236 

The  pepte  vpsterf  and  caste  f>e  carte  to  gronnde  / 

And  in  ^e  myddes  of  fie  dong*  fisy  foiiade 

The  dede  man  paf  monlred  was  al  newe  / 

0  blisM  god  fou  art  ful  iuaf  and  trewe  4240 
Lo  how  )!ow  bywreyeaf  mordre  al  day 

ilordre  wil  out  certes  it  is  no  nay 

Morder  ia  so  wktsom  and  abhominable 

To  god  thaf  is  so  tusf  and  resonable  4244 

Thaf  ho  ne  wold  noU}f  suffre  if  hiled  be 

Though  if  abyde  a  ;eer  or  tuo  or  frre 

Morder  wil  out  fia  is  my  conclusioun 

And  rigliP  anoon  |»  myniatres  of  faf  toun  4243 

Han  henf  pu  carter  and  so  eore  him  pyneJ 

And  eck*  the  hoBltUor  bo  sore  engyned 

Tlmf  fny  biknew  hor  wikkwlnes  anoon 

And  wore  anhongod  by  fe  nekko  boon  4252 

Hero  may  men  ae  paf  dreuiys  ben  to  dredo 

And  Certes  in  fe  same  boolf  I  rede 

Kiglit'  in  ))o  nexte  Chapitre  aitA*  ))is 

1  gabbo  noughf  lo  haue  I  ioye  or  hlias  4256 
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Tuo  men  ^t^  wolde  hane  passed  onei  see  / 

For  certe]ra  cansea  in-to  fer  cnntre 

IP  ^f  ye  wynd  ne  hadde  bea  contrarie 

That/  made  hem  in  a  Cite  for  to  tarie  4260 

Thaf  stood  ful  mery  vpon  an  hanen  sjde  / 

Bat  on  a  day  agayn  fe  euen  tyde  iinftu,  Kuni 

The  irynd  gan  chaange  and  [blew]  righf  as  Iiim  lisl^ 

lolyf  and  glad  )iey  wenteit  vato  Tost?  4261 

And  casten  hem  ful  eriy  for  to  sayle 

Buf  herkneji  to  faff  oon  man  fel  a  gref  menmyla 

That  oon  oP  hem  In  his  8lepyng<  as  he  lay 

him  mef  a  wonder  drem  n-gnyn  )>e  day  43G3 

him  ^ongEt  a  man  stood  by  his  beddes  syd 

And  him  comannded  f^at^  he  acbuld  abyde 

And  sayd  him  Jius  iP  fou  to  morwo  wende 

Thow  schalP  be  dreyiit  my  talo  is  at  an  ende  i'2'2 

IT  He  wook  and  told  his  felaw  what"  he  mette 

And  prayde  him  his  vinge  to  letto 

As  for  fiaf  day  he  prayd  him  to  abyde 

his  felaw  faf  lay  by  his  beddis  ayde  4270 

Gan  to  lawgE  and  scorned  him  ful  faef 

So  dreem  qood  he  may  so  myn  heiie  gaste  / 

That^  I  wil  lette  for  to  do  my  fiinges 

I  sette  nof  a  straw  by  fy  dremynges  4280 

For  Bwenens  been  but*  vaoitees  and  iapes 

Men  dreme  al  day  of*  owles  and  of  apee 

And  eke  of  many  a  mase  ))er  with  al 

M^i  dreme  of  ^ingea  ^af  neoet  be  schal  4284 

Bnf  sith  I  see  ^t^  Jion  wilt*  her  abyde  / 

And  ^us  forslouthe  wilfully  ^y  ^de 

God  wof  it  reweth  me  and  haae  good  day 

And  ^ns  he  toolc  his  leue  and  wenf  his  way  4388 

But?  er  he  hadde  half  his  conrs  I-sayled 

Noaif  I  nonjf  why .  ne  what?  meschaunce  it  ayled 

Bnf  casnelly  pe  schippes  bothom  rent 

And  schip  and  man  vnder  ^  watii  went  4292 
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In  sighf  of"  ojjer  schippes  Jier  byside 

Tbaf  with  bim  sailed  at  ))e  same  tyde 

And  ferfore  faire  perteloP  bo  deere 

By  such  ensompk'fl  olJe  maiatow  leere 

4296 

Tiiaf  no  mau  acholde  be  to  rechelea 

Of  dremes  for  I  eay  pe  douteks 

That  many  a  dreem  ful  Bore  is  for  to  drede 

Lo  in  fie  lif*  of*  seint/  kenelm  1  redo                [iw/saj 

4300 

Thaf  vaa  heuulphiis  sone  f^af  noble  king* 

Of  laei'tinrike  how  keailm  mette  a  fiiig* 

A  lutil  he  was  mordred  vpou  a  day 

Hia  motdre  in  his  auyaiouu  he  say 

4304 

His  notice  him  expo  lined  euerjdel 

Ilia  Bweuen  and  bad  him  for  to  kepe  him  wel 

For  traisoun  for  lie  nas  but^  seiien  jer  old 

And  ferfore  litel  tale  hap  he  told 

4308 

Of*  eny  drem  so  holy  was  hia  hert 

By  god  I  hadde  leuer  fan  my  aehert 

faf  )e  had  rad  his  legend  as  haue  I 

Dame  pertelot  I  say  jow  trewely 

4313 

Macrobius  faf  wrif  Jie  avisiown 

In  auffrik'  of-  pe  worfy  Cipioun 

Airermef  dremes  and  saith  ^af  ^ay  been 

Warnyng-  of  finges  ftaf  men  after  seen 

4316 

And  foijiormoro  I  pray  jow  lokef  wel 

In  pa  olde  tcslamenf  of  Daniel 

If  he  liuld  dremea  eny  vanyte  / 

Itede  eek*  of  loaeph  and  Jier  achal  30  see  / 

4330 

wliefir  dremea  ben  aom  tjnie  I  say  nouyhf  alle 

wornyng*  of  fingea  putf  schul  aft«r  fnlle 

Lok*  of-  EgipP  pa  king*  daiin  pharao 

hia  baker  and  bia  botiler  alao 

4321 

wliethir  Jiay  felte  noon  effed;  in  dremis 

who-ao  wol  aeko  actes  of  eondry  romys 

May  redo  of  dromefl  many  a  aondry  Jiiug' 

Lo  Cresus  which  Jiaf  waa  of'  lydea  kiug* 

43J8 
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Metta  ^t^  he  sat*  vpou  a  tre 

which  B^ified  he  echuld  hanged  be  / 

Lo  hir  andromachia  Ectors  wit 

That*  day  }aif  Ector  schnlde  leee  his  lif>  4^ 

8che  dremed  on  ^e  same  nights  byfom 

how  ^V  ^e  lif  of-  EctoT  echulde  be  lorn 

If  ]»illce  day  he  nente  to  batayle  / 

Sohe  warned  hiro  buf  it  mighf  noDjf  suuUe  /  ii 

He  wente  for^  to  fight«  najielea 

But*  he  wae  slayn  anoon  of*  achiUea  cr«(^iM,t<u»: 

Bat  ^ilka  tale  is  al  to  long<  to  telle/ 

And  eek/  it  is  neigh  day  I  may  nof  doelle  it 

Schortly  I  say  as  for  conclusioun 

Thaf  I  schal  haue  of  ^is  auisiouu 

Aduersite  and  I  say  forjiermore 

Thaf  I  ne  t«lle  of  laxalifa  no  store  41 

For  fay  ben  venemous  I  wof  if  wel 

I  hem  defye  I  loue  hem  neuer  a  del 

ITow  let"  V8  speke  oP  mirtlie  and  lete  al  {lia 

Madame  pertilot*  so  haue  I  blis  i'. 

Of-  o  Jiiug*  god  haf  me  sent  large  g7-ace 

For  whan  I  see  f  e  beaute  of  jour  face 

Je  ben  bo  ecarlef  hiew  about*  jour  eyjen 

hif  makith  al  my  drede  for  to  deyjea  4< 

For  als  eikei  as  In  prlncipio 

Mulier  eat*  hominis  confuaio 

Madame  )«  sentence  of  ))is  latyn  is 

womman  is  mannea  ioye  and  mannes  blia  4> 

For  when  I  fiele  a-nig&t  }oar  softe  syde  / 

Al  be  if  ])af  I  may  nof  on  jou  ryde 

For  Jnf  )(mr  peiche  is  mad  so  narrow  alias  / 

I  am  so  ful  of  ioye  and  Bolas  4! 

Thaf  I  defya  bof  Bweuen  and  drem 

And  with  faf  word  he  fleigb  donn  fro  ]ic  bcem 

For  it  waa  day  and  eek*  his  hennes  alle 

with  a  chuk'.  he  gan  hem  for  to  calle  /  i: 
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For  he  had  found  a  com  hiy  in  ^  jpud 

Beal  he  waa  he  was  nomore  afeid 

he  fetherid  pertelote .  twenty  tyme 

And  trad  as  ofte  er  pat!  if  was  prime  4368 

be  lokith  as  it  were  a  grim  lioun 

And  on  his  toon  he  rome^  vp  and  doun 

him  deynoth  not  to  scf  hia  foof  to  grounde 

And  chukki))  whan  he  ha{>  a  com  I-fonnde  4373 

And  to  him  rcnncn  |)an  his  wifes  alle 

Thus  real  as  a  prince  is  in  his  halle 

T  Leue  I  )>is  Chauntecler  in  his  pasture 

And  after  wol  I  telle  his  aduenture  f*^*!*)         4376 

whan  fat"  fe  moneth  in  which  fe  worid  bigan 

That*  highte  march  whan  god  maked  first'  man 

was  complef  and  passed  were  also 

Syn  march  hygan  tway  mon^  and  dayes  tuo  4380 

By  fen  ]»at'  Chauntecler  in  al  bis  pride 

His  seuen  wyues  walkyng*  by  bis  syde 

Casf  vp  hia  eyjen  to  fe  brighte  sonue 

Thaf  in  fe  signe  of  Taurus  bad  I-ronne  4364 

Twenty  degrees  and  oon  and  som  whaf  more 

And  know  by  kynde  and  by  noon  ofer  lore 

patf  if  was  prime  and  crew  with  hlisful  stenen 

The  eonne  be  sayde.  is  clombeii  vpon  heuen  43S8 

Twenty  degrees  and  oon  and  som  whaf  more  I-wis 

M&  dame  pcrtclof  my  worldcs  blis 
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This  Btoi;  ie  also  trewe  I  vndertake 

As  ^  book*  is  of*  Lannoetoti<  )ie  lake 

That^  womrnan  hiild  in  ful  greV  reoerenco 

Ifow  wol  I  tome  agajrn  to  my  sentence  4 101 

A  Colefox  ful  /  sleigh  of  iniquite 

That-  in  pe  grone  had  voned  jerea  fn 

Bj  heigh  ymaginacioun  forncast^ 

The  same  nighte  ^urgh  )ie  hegge  Inasf  4408 

In  to  )>e  ysiA  ^r  Chaunteclere  ^e  faire 

vas  went*  and  eek<  his  wjnes  to  repairs 

And  in  a  bed  of  wortoa  atille  he  lay 

Til  it  was  passed  vndem  of  fie  day  4412 

wajtyng'  bis  tjrne  on  Chaunt«clero  to  fallu  / 

As  gladly  doon  (lese  homicidea  alU  ['*••/ tMi.ta>k} 

That"  in  awayte  lyn  to  morther  men 

0  false  mordrer  lurkyng*  in  fy  don  4413 

0  newe  Scariot  newo  Gunilon 

Fals  dissimilour.  greke  Synon 

That"  bronghteaf  troyo  al  outrcly  to  Borwo 

0  Chauntecler.  0  cursed  be  fe  morwe  4420 

That  fou  in  to  f e  jerd  Sough  fro  (>e  boniya 

Thow  were  ful  wel  I-wamed  by  fy  dromys 

Thaf  ^ilke  day  was  pmlous  to  yo 

Baf  what*  faV  god  forwot  moef  noedoa  bo  /  44ii4 

After  fe  opynyoun  of"  certeyn  clerkis 

witneaae  on  him  ^f  eny  clerk  ia 

That*  in  acole  ia  gref  altercacioan 

Bi  ^ia  matter  and  gref  desputeaotm  4438 

And  hath  ben  of*  an  bandied  ^osend  men 

Bnf  }if  I  can  nof .  bnlf  it  to  >e  bien 

As  can  ^  holy  doctor  angnstyn 

Or  boece.  or  )w  biasbop  Bradwardyn  4433 

"Wbefer  f af  goddis  worjiy  forwetyng' 

Streigneth  me  needely  for  to  do  a  ^ing< 

Ifeedely  clepe  I  simple  neoesdte 

Or  elles.  if  fre  choys  be  grannted  me  443S 
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To  do  faf  same  fiing*  or  to  do  it  noujt 

Though  god  forwot  it  er  fat  it  was  wrought^ 

Or  of-  his  wilyng'  stre;ne)i  neoet  a  deel 

But'  by  necessite  condicionel  4440 

I  wol  nof  hauo  to  do  of  Buch  matiera 

lly  tale  is  of*  a  Cok*  as  je  achal  Mere 

That*  took"  his  counseil  oP  hia  wyf"  with  aorwa  / 

To  walken  in  f>o  jerd  vpou  fe  morwe  4444 

Thaf  ho  had  met  )e  dretne  Jiat  I  tolda 

Trymmona  counaeiles  ben  fulofte  colde 

'WODimannca  counseil  broujt  vs  lirat  to  woo 

And  made  adam  fro  pamdys  to  go  4448 

Ther  as  ho  was  ful  mcry  and  wel  at  ease 

Baf  for  I  nof  to  him  it  might  displease 

If  I  counseil  of*  womman  woldo  blame 

Pas  ouer  for  I  snyd  if  in  my  game  ['•^riiij  4453 

Bed  auctoura  wher  fay  trots  of"  such  mntiere 

And  whaf  fay  sayn  of  wommeu  }e  may  beere 

These  ben  fe  cokkes  ivordea  and  not  myne 

I  can  /  noon  harme  /  of"  woinmen  diuine  /  4456 

Fairc  in  fo  sond  to  bafe  hir  merily 

lith  pcrtelof  and  alio  hir  sustres  by 

Agayn  fo  sonne  and  Cbaiinteclere  so  free 

Sang*  mcricr  fan  fo  meremayd  iu  fe  see  4460 

For  pbisiologus  seith  sicurly 

how  faf  pay  sjngon  wel  and  inerily 
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lie  wold  han  fied  buf  ^ntf  ^  fox  anon 

Said  gentdl  sire  /  oiks  why  wol  )e  goon 

Be  je  Bffntyd  of  me  ^t;*  am  jouie  frend 

Cert«8  I  were  worse  Jian  any  faend  4476 

If*  I  to  )ow  wold  harm  or  vilonya 

I  am  nonjf  come  jour  counsoU  to  eapye 

t 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]  44S0 

Bui?  trewely  je  haue  ala  merj  a  steuen 

As  eny  aiiugel  hath  faV  is  in  heuen 

Ther  wi^  ^e  han  in  musik'  more  felynge 

Thas  bad  Boece  or  eny  ^ut  can  eynge  4484 

My  lord  joui  fader  god  hia  Boule  blesse  / 

And  joute  moder  of'  her  gontilesso 

han  in  myn  houa  I-been  to  my  gret  ease 

And  Cei-tes  sire  ful  fayn  wold  I  jow  please  4488 

Buf  for  men  epeke  oP  ayngyng'  I  wol  say 

So  mot"  I  brouke  wel  uiyn  yen  tway 

Saue  je  I  herde  neuer  man  so  synge 

Aa  dede  jour  fodir  in  pe  morwenynge       ct(Viii.h»»]     4492 

Cerl«s  it  was  of  herf  al  faP  he  song* 

And  for  to  make  hia  vols  ])o  more  strong* 

he  wold  so  peynen  him  faf  wif  bo)«  hja  yen 

he  moste  wynke  so  lowde  he  wolde  crien  4496 

And  Btouden  on  hia  typtoon  )rer  wi^  al 

And  Btreche  forth  bis  necke  long*  and  smal 

And  eek/  be  was  of>  anch  discresslonn 

Thaf  ^r  nas  no  man  in  no  regioun  4500 

Thaf  bim  in  aong*  or  wisdom  mights  paeae 

I  bane  wel  rad  in  Dann  Bumel  tbaase 

Among*  his  veraea  how  ^t  was  a  Cok< 

Fur  a  preatea  sone  jaf*  him  a  knot  4504 

Tpon  hia  leg'  whil  he  was  }ong<  and  nyce 

He  made  him  for  to  lese  hia  benefice 

But  certeyn  ^  is  no  comparisonn 

Bilwix  fn  wisdom  and  ditcreasioun  4508 


5TI  caocT  B.  S  IC  xcxVfHnA  tub.  Xb 

Of  jooR  &W  aal  of^  kit  mfatOte 
Xov  ^vge^  nn  tor  nnte  <^nita 
leTMcan  )•  joor  fader  camticfciB 
Thk  OttntcckR  hk  «jimw  gan  to  beta 
Am  bub  that  ca«f«  hi*  tRMon  ncM^iV  «p;e 
So  ns  hs  nnjvfar  wi^  hu  Satoie 
AQm  luidjmgeB  manr  a  fak  flatonr 
Is  ID  )oar  boos  and  man  j  a  kjeengoat 
Thatr  [dusen  jov  vel  hmr  bj  my  futb 
Than  he  ^af  ao^tastnessB  nto  jot  aaith 
Bedi^  Ecdesiast  of  flatena 
Be^  war  }e  lordes  of  her  tRccberie  / 
This  Channtedeie  ttood  heibe  Tpon  his  torn 
Bbecching*  his  necke  and  hia  jben  doos 
And  gan  to  crowe  lowde  for  ^  nocauB/ 
And  danu  Rnssel  ^  fox  tXeiV  vp  at  oonea 
And  by  pe  gaiget*  hente  Cbaonteclen 
And  on  his  bak"  towud  fe  woode  bim  beie 
For  jiV  was  fiere  /  no  man  fat  him  sewed 
O  deetenj  ^V  maist  not  ben  eachiewed 
Alias  ))af  Cliaanteclere  fleigb  fro  ^  bemia 
AJlas  bis  wif  roughte  noughf  of  dremia 
And  on  a  fhday  fel  al  ^is  meechaunca 
O  Venus  ]iat  art*  god  of  pleasaanco 
Syn  f af  f y  seruanf  was  fia  Chaunteclew 
And  in  ^y  aeruice  did  al  his  powere 
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Certis  Buch  cry  ne  lamentacioun 

was  neuer  ot  ladies  maad  whan  Ilioim 

was  wonne  and  pirruB  with  his  strif  sweid 

whan  he  hente  kyng"  priam  by  Jie  bard  4548 

And  aloi^h  him  as  sailh  ts  Eneydua 

As  maden  alls  ^  hennes  in  fw  clos 

whan  ^ay  had  sayn  of"  Channteder  ye  sight* 

Koaghf  Boueiaignly.  dam  pertelote  achrighf  4353 

Ful  lowder  )ian  did  liasdniboldcs  wyf 

whan  faV  hir  bonsebond  bad  lost/  bis  lyf* 

And  ^f  ye  Homayns  had  I-brenf  Cartage 

Sche  was  80  ful  of-  toriuenf  and  of-  ra^  /  4556 

Thaf  wilfully  vnto  f c  fuyr  eche  stert 

And  brand  liir  seluen  with  a  stedfast*  bert 

O  woful  hennes  rigbf  so  cride  je 

As  wban  faf  Nero  brente  fe  cite  45CO 

Of"  Eome  criden  fte  acnatoiires  wyues 

For  (lat"  her  housbondes  1  oaten  alle  here  lyues 

wi^out«n  gult  [lis  nero  hath  hem  slayn 

Now  wol  I  tome  to  my  laatier  agayn  45G4 

H  The  sely  wydow  and  hir  dougbtrea  tuo 

herden  yeee  bennys  crie  and  maken  wo 

And  oul^  af  dores  etarte  ^ay  auoon 

And  sayden  ye  tax  toward  ^e  woods  is  goon  [vt»,u]  45C8 

And  bar  vpon  his  bat  ye  cok*  away 

And  criden  out  bsiTOW  and  wayleway 

ha .  ha .  fe  fox  and  after  him  Jtay  ran 

And  eetc  with  staass  many  ano^r  man  4573 

Ban  Colls  onr  dogge  and  talbof  and  Garlond 

And  Malkyn  wt^  a  distaf  in  bir  bond 

Ban  cow  and  calf*  and  ye  verray  bo^oea 

So  were  ^y  fered  for  berkyDg*  of  doggea  4576 

And  schowtyng*  of  ye  men  and  wymroen  eko 

J>ay  ronne  fsf  fay  fought-  her  herte  broke 

Thay  jelleden  as  feeldea  doon  in  bslla 

The  dokes  cridsn  as  men  wold  bem  quelle  4580 
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The  gees  for  fere  flowen  oaer  Jie  treca 

Ouf  oP  fo  hyues  cam  |)e  swarm  oP  bees 

So  hidous  was  [w  noyse  a  benedicite 

Gertes  )iougH  lakke  straw  and  his  meyne  1584 

Ko  madcfi  schoutcs  neuer  half  bo  schrille 

whan  fiat'  (my  woMen  eny  flemyng"  kille  / 

As  filke  day  was  maad  vpon  )ie  fox 

OP  bras  ^ny  brough  homea  and  of*  bax  4588 

OP  horn  of  boon  in  which  fay  blew  and  powped 

And  Jier  with  al  thay  achryked  and  fay  howpud 

If  semed  as  fat  heuen  echulde  falle 

Uow  goode  men  I  pray  herknef  alls  /  4592 

lo  how  fortune  totnef  sodeinly 

The  hope  and  pride  eck'  oP  her  enuy 

This  Cok"  (■aP  lay  vpon  fia  foxes  bak" 

In  at  his  drede  vnto  the  fox  h?  spak<  4596 

And  Baide  sire  iP  faf  I  were  aa  je 

Jet  schuld  I  sayn  as  wis  god  helpa  mo 

Tnnicf  a^ein  je  proude  chcrlea  alle 

A  verray  pestilena  vpon  jow  falle  /  4600 

Now  am  I  come  mto  Jiis  woodes  aydo  / 

Mangre  ^ouro  heed  fc  Cok/  achal  hear  abyde 

I  wol  him  ete  in  faith  and  fat"  anoou 

The  Fox  answcrd  in  faith  it  echal  be  doon  4604 

And  whil  he  spak'  fat'  word  al  sodeinly 

This  Cok"  brak"  from  his  mouth  delyuerly  i'tfuK} 


And  firaf  I  Bchrew  my  eelf  bofe  blood  and  boonea 

If>  ^n  bigile  me .  any  ofter  ^n  oones 

Thou  schalt*  no  more  ^lugh  ])y  flsterye 

Do  me  to  synge  and  wynke  with  myu  ye  4620 

For  be  fiaf  vynldth  wlian  he  scholde  se 

AI  wilfully  god  lef  him  neuer  the 

Nay  quod  ^e  Fox  but  god  jiue  him  meschaunce  / 

f«f  is  80  vndiacret  of"  gouemaunoe  /  4624 

)iat<  iangleth  whan  he  scholde  holde  his  pees 

Lo  such  if  is  for  to  be  recheles 

And  necligent  and  trusf  on  flaterie  / 

But*  )e  paV  holde  /  fh  tale  a  fotye  /  4628 

As  of  a  Fox .  or  of*  a  cok'  or  of*  an  hen 

Takith  ^e  moralite  goode  men 

For  seinf  poul  sai))  f>af  al  }at  writcn  is 

To  oure  doctrine  it*  is  I-ivrite  I-wya  4632 

Takith  ^e  fniyf  and  let  {ic  chnP  bo  stille 

Now  goode  god  .  if  fat  it  be  fy  wille 

As  saith  my  lor  so  make  vs  alli'  goo<l  men 

And  bring"  vs  alle .  to  his  hlisse  ameN  4636 

fl  Here  ende))  fe  tale  oP  Chauiitcclere  and  pz-rtelote 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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V  Here  I>_vgjnneji  fe  pri/loge  ot"  fe  maunciples  tale 
iMTOt'  30  nop  wher  fer  slont  a  litel  toun 
IW     which  ^af  clcpcJ  is  Bob  vp  and  doun 
*  '      vnder  fe  lile  iu  Caunterbmy  way 
Thtr  gan  our  hiMto  for  to  iape  and  play 
And  saydc  sirea  whab  dun  is  in  ^e  myre 
Id  |)er  no  man  for  prayer  ne  for  hyre  itrnfu^t, 

Tlial  vol  awake  our  felawea  al  by-hynde 
A  tlieeP  niigbtc  ful  lightly  robbe  and  bynde 
He  how  lie  nappith  ae  fnr  goddea  boonea 
lliat'  ho  wol  falle  fro  his  hora  af  onoa 
1:*  faf  a  CiMit  of'  londo'm  wi|)  nieschaunce  / 
l)ii  Ijiiu  iitmif:  forth  he  knoweth  his  iienaiince  / 
For  he  sclinl  telle  a  talc  by  my  fay 

igli  it  lie  noujt'  worf  a  hotel  hay 
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H  wel  quod  J»e  maanciple  if  fal?  I  may  doon  ease  / 

To  fe  air  Cook*  and  to  no  wi;l^  displeaae  / 

which  fiat?  her  lydef  in  ^ia  compatgnye 

And  our  host?  wolde  of  his  curteisie  26 

I  wol  as  nov  excuse  fie  of  ^y  tale 

For  in  good  faith  )ii  visage  ia  ful  pale 

^yn  eyen  daswen  eek< .  also  me  |)inkith 

And  wel  I  woof  fy  bretli  ful  foule  atynkith  32 

Thaf  Bcheweji  eek<  )>oa  orf  nougtif  wel  dispoeid 

Of  me  eerteyn  ^ou  schalf  noujf  ben  I-gloeed 

Se  how  he  ganith.  lo  ^is  dronken  wighf 

As  ^ugh  he  wolde  swolwe  vs  anoon  rigllt  36 

hold  c!os  fy  mouth  by  fy  fader  kynne 

The  deuel  of  helle  aette  his  foot-  {let  Inne 

Thy  cursed  breth  effccto  ivil  va  allc 

Fy  stynkyiig'  swyne  foiile  iiiof  fe  falle  40 

A.  takif  heed  aires  of-  f>is  Itisty  man 

Now  Bwete  air .  wol  je  iousf  iittc  fan 

Therto  me  finkfi .  je  befi  ri^tiP  wel  I-sthape 

I  trowo  pa  je  dronken  linn  wyn  Bpt  iifvtaj       44 

And  fat*  whan  men  playcn  with  a  atrnw 

And  with  his  apeohe  fe  cook*  wax  angry  &  wraw 

And  on  fe  maunciple  bygan  he  nodde  fast* 

For  lak"  of  speche .  and  doun  fe  hors  him  caaP  48 

wher  ad  he  lay  til  paff  men  him  up  took* 

This  was  a  fair  Chiuache  of  a  cook" 

Alias  paf  he  nad  hold  him  by  hie  ladil 

And  er  {vaf  he  agayn  were  in  his  sadil  53 

Ther  was  grel?  BchowHyng"  bojie  to  and  fro 

To  lift?  him  vp  and  moche  care  and  wo 

So  Tuwelde  was  ^is  sory  pallid  gost- 

And  to  pe  maunciple  panne  spak*  onre  host?  S6 

By  cau^e  drink*  hath  dominacio»n 

Vpon  pis  man  by  my  sauacioun 

I  trow  he  lewedly  tel  wol  his  tale 

For  were  it^  wyn  or  old  moysty  ale  60 


578   BH-TEXT 

580  OBOBP  H.    §  1.   MAKGIPLX'S  HKAD-UNK.  HuIUBO  7334. 

^af  lie  hap  dronk* .  lie  speki^  in  hu  nose  / 

And  fneaitli  fast*,  and  cek*  he  lia^  ^  pom 

he  also  to  do  more  )ian  ynougli 

To  kepe  him  and  his  Capil  out*  of*  ^  alongll  64 

And  if  he  falle  fro  his  capil  eft<  Bone '. 

^an  Bchal  we  alle  haue  ^nougfi  to  dooae 

In  lif  t]rtig<  vp  hia  heuy  dronkes  con 

Tel  on  thy  tale  of  him  make  I  no  ton  68 

Bnf  jit'  maunciple  in  faith  ^on  arf  to  nyoe 

Thus  openly  leproene  him  of  his  vice 

Aaofet  day  be  wil  par  adoentnre 

RecUyme  |)e  and  bringe  ^  to  lure  72 

I  mene  he  speke  wol  of  amnle  ^ingea 

As  for  to  pynchyn  at<  fj  lekenyngea 

That'  were  not'  honeat^  if  it  cam  to  pref 

Quod  ^e  maunciple  ^t  were  a  gret<  meacbief  76 

So  might*  he  lightly  bringe  me  in  ^  snare 

Jif  had  I  leuet  payen  for  fie  mnre 

which  he  ryf  on .  {nn  be  echulde  wi'tA  me  stryue 

I  wil  nof  wrath  him  al  eo  mof  I  }iriue  80 

That*  af  I  epakl  I  aayd  if  in  my  bouide 

And  wite  je  wbaf  I  haue  heei  in  a  gourde    inaftn.tiicj 

A  draugtif  of  wyn .  is  of  a  ripe  grape  / 

And  righf  anoon  je  schal  se  a  good  iape  84 

])i8  Cook*  acbal  drinke  ^er-of  if  I  may 

vp  peyn  of  doth  be  wot  noujf  say  me  nay 
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For  ^at  wol  tome  ranconr  and  desese 

To  accord  and  loue  and  many  racour  pose  / 

O  )iou  bacua  I-blessid  be  ))in  name 

That*  80  camf  tome  eraeef  in  to  game  100 

wonchip  and  Jwnke .  be  to  |>7  deite 

OP  faf  matier  je  gef  no  more  of  me 

Tel  on  fi  tale  mauncipel  I }«  piay 

irel  air  quod  he .  now  heikyn  whaf  I  say  ^  Narrat    lOi 

[No  break  in  Vie  MS.] 
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fhan  phobus  duclf  her  in  ^is  etpe  a  dotm 
A3  olJe  bookea  maken  mencioun 
He  was  fe  moste  lusty  bachiler 
Of'  al  fis  world  and  eek"  |>e  besf  archer 
lie  slough  phiton  fe  serpent  as  he  laj 
Slcpyiig'  agayn  ^e  aonne  vpon  a  day 
And  many  another  noble  worfy  dede 
He  with  hia  bowe  wrou^Bf  aa  men  may  rede  / 
I'loyen  he  coufe  on  eupry  mynatralcye 
And  syngen  ^a,V  it  waij  a  melodye 
To  lieren  of'  hia  cleerc  vols  fe  noun 
Certes  fe  kynj,"  of-  Thebea  amphio«n 
UTiat'  with  hia  aingyng"  wallid  fat?  citce 
Cou[io  neuer  eynge  lialf'  bo  wel  as  he  / 
Thur-to  he  was  fo  eemlicste  man 
Tliat  is  or  was  sijifien  [le  world  big-in  (;«/»»] 

wliaP  nodi[)  it  his  fortune  to  descriue 
For  in  (tia  wotlde  ia  noon  such  on  lyue 
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\rhiV  was  |>is  ctowe  aa  is  a  snow-whjt  awan 

And  couatrefete  tlie  epeche  of  eueiy  nuu 

he  cou)n  whan  he  echulde  telle  a  tale 

Ther  is  wi^inne  pia  world  no  nightingale  136 

Ne  confie  hy  aa  btmdred  Jwusend  del 

Singe  eo  wonder  merily  and  wel 

Now  had  \ns  phebus  in  his  hons  a  wyf 

which  )iaf  he  loned .  more  fian  his  Iif<  110 

And  n^ht<  and  day .  did  euermor  diligence  / 

hii  for  to  please .  and  doon  hii  reuerence 

Sanf  oonly  if>  )ie  so)r  )iaf  I  schal  aayn 

lalons  he  was  and  wold  haue  kept  hir  fayn  144 

For  him  were  loth  biiaped  for  to  be  / 

And  so  is  eue/y  wighf  in  such  degre 

Buf  al  for  nougtiP  for  it  auiiileth  noujt 

A  good  wyf"  fttf  is  cleiie  oP  werk>  and  thought  1 48 

Schuld  nop  be  kept-  in  noon  awajt  cei-tayn 

And  trewely  fe  labour  is  in  vayn 

To  kepe  a  Bchrcwe  for  it  ivil  noi^P  he 

This  hold  I  for  a  verray  nycete  162 

To  spille  labour  for  to  kcpe  wyuea 

Thus  olde  clerkes  writeu  in  her  lyues 

Buf  now  to  purpos  as  I  firaf  bigan 

This  worjii  phehua  dof  al  Jiat*  he  can  156 

To  ploasen  hir  wenyng*  by  such  picsaunce  / 

And  for  hia  manhod  and  his  goaeraaunce       iuafiis,iiaek] 

Thaf  no  man  schuld  han  puf  him  fro  hir  grace 

Buf  god  it  woof,  ^er  may  no  man  embrace  160 

As  to  destroy  a  fiaff.  fe  which  nature 

ha)i  naturally .  sef  in  a  creature 

Tat  any  brid  and  put  him  in  a  cage 

And  do  al  )iin  entent  and  ^y  corrage  Idi 

To  foster  it  tenderly  wif  mete  and  drynk" 

And  wi)>  alle  [le  deyntees  ^ou  cansf  ^ink* 

And  keep  if  al  so  kyndly  as  ^ou  may 

Al  )iough  his  cage  ot  gold  be  nener  so  gay  168 
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)if  tia|>  yi&  briJ  bj  twenty  jKiusand  fold 
Leuer  to  be .  in  forest-  wyd  and  cold 
Gon  ete  wormes  and  such  wrecchidnea 
For  euer  ^is  brid  wil  doon  his  busyues 
To  scape  oaf  of  his  cage  whan  he  may 
hid  liberte  fe  bri.i  desireth  ay 
Jef  take  a  cat  and  foster  him  wel  wi^  mylk/ 
And  tender  flcii<ch  and  mak"  bis  bed  ot  ailk/ 
And  lef  him  see  a  mous  go  by  ))e  wal 
Anoon  he  wayueth  mylk*  and  fleisch  and  al 
And  eiierj-  deynle  which  is  in  (af  faooa 
Such  appetit  hap  he  to  ete  ^e  mous 
lo  heer  haji  lusf  his  dominacioun 
And  appetit .  flemtth  discr[e]scionn 
Also  a  Eche  wolf  haf  a  vilayns  kynde  / 
The  lewidesP,  wolf  fiaf  sche  may  fynde 
Or  lesf  cf  reputicioun  him  wol  ache  take 
Itt  tyme  whan  hir  lust/  to  haue  a  make/ 
Alle  f  13  ensamples .  t«l  I  by  fiis  men 
That*  ben  vntrewe  and  no  fiing"  by  wommcn 
For  men  Iian  euer  a  licorous  appetit 
On  lower  (ling*  to  [wrforme  herdelit 
Than  ou  her  wyues  bea  fay  neuer  so  faiw 
Xo  iieucr  so  trewe  ne  so  debonaire 
FIcissch  is  so  newfaiigil  with  mesuljaunce 
Thaf  we  can  in  no  finge  liaue  picsaimce 
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hir  lenunan  certea .  ^ie  is  a  knauiscb  speche 

Foi^iue^  it  me  and  fatf  I  )ow  biaeche 

The  wise  plato  eaith  oa  je  mny  Teds 

fe  word  inof  neede  accorde  wi^  ^  dede  208 

If*  men  schal  telle  propurl;  a  )iing< 

The  word  mot?  corde  wifi  fe  |>iiig<  werkyng' 

I  am  a  boystons  [man]  right  thua  say  I 

There  is  no  differauce  trewely  212 

Bytwix  a  vy^  ^af  ia  of  heigh  degre  / 

If"  of  hir  hody  dishoneef  ache  be 

And  a  pore  wenche  ojter  )ien  ^ia 

If<  80  be  )iay  werke  bo))o  amys  216 

Bnf  the  gentU  in  estaf  aboue 

Bche  achal  he  cleped  his  lady  as  in  louc 

And  for  J^aP  ofer  ia  a  pore  womman 

Sche  achal  ho  cleped  liis  wenche  and  his  leuinian  220 

And  god  it  wot  my  goode  lieue  brofer 

Men  layn  faP  con  aa  lowe  us  fat  ofer 

Bight"  so  betwixe  atticles  tirant 

And  an  outJawe  or  a  pei-  crrnunt  224 

The  same  I  say  fer  is  no  difference 

To  alisannder  told  was  fis  sentence 

]Hif  for  ^  tiiaunt  ia  of*  grettcr  might 

Bi  force  of  meyne  for  to  sle  doun  rigfit  223 

And  brenne  houa  and  home  and  make  al  playn 

Lo  )ierfor  ia  he  cleped  a  Captayn 

And  for  an  outlaws  haf  so  smal  meyne 

And  may  not  doon  so  gret  an  harm  as  he  232 

Ne  bringe  a  contre  to  so  gret  meachief  / 

Men  clepen  him  an  ontlawe  or  a  feet'  [aviw.  **^] 

Buf  for  I  am  a  man  not  tezted  wel 

I  wil  not^  telle  of  textaa  newer  a  del  236 

I  wol  go  to  my  tale  aa  I  bigan 

whan  phebuB  wyP  had  senf  for  hir  lemman 

Anon  ))ay  wroujten  al  hei  wil  volage 

Thia  white  crow  /  Jiaf  heng*  alway  in  cage  210 
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Bthild  her  weik'  and  sayde  neoer  «  won! 

And  whan  ^aV  bom  was  come  phebos  ^  lonl 

This  Crowe  song* .  Cockow  .  Cockow ,  Cnckow 

what*  bird  qnod  phebus  what*  aong*  Byngistow  2H 

Ne  were  )>oa  wont  so  merily  to  ^nge 

That'  to  myn  herf  it  was  a  rcioysynge 

To  here  ^  vois .  alios  what*  song'  is  yia 

By  god  qnod  he  I  aynge  not?  omja  248 

Phebos  quod  he  for  al  fy  wotfyties 

For  al  fy  benute  and  fy  gcutilea 

For  all"  Jiy  aouges  anil  }y  menatralcie  / 

For  al  J?y  waytj-ng"  blered  ia  fiin  ya  /  252 

with  oon  oP  lit*I  rcputacioun 

Noughtf  worth  to  fe  as  in  comporisoun 

The  mountaiins  of*  a  gnaf  aa  mol?  I  priue 

For  on  fy  bed  (py  wif*  I  saugh  him  awyue  256 

whaf  wol  je  more  fe  croive  anonn  him  tolda  / 

By  Badde  tokiiee  and  by  wonles  bolde 

liow  Jjaf  hia  wyf  had  Joon  hir  leucherie 

him  to  gref  echame  and  to  grct  vilonye  360 

And  told  him  oft/  he  aaugh  it  wif  hia  yen 

This  phebus  gan  awayward  for  to  wryea 

him  fioughf  hie  porwful  herte  brost*  on  tao 

hia  bowo  he  benf  and  eett-  fiej'-In  a  flo  36i 

And  in  hia  iro  ho  ha))  his  wif*  I-alayn 

fia  18  f effect  fwr  is  no  more  to  sayn 

For  aotw  of*  which  he  brak'  hia  raenatralcye 

UoJHi  harp .  gitem .  and  aautetie  S68 

And  uet  he  brak*  hia  arwea  and  his  bowa 

And  afWr  fat^  {>ua  apat  lie  to  Jie  crowe 

Ymytour  'luod  he  wiji  tunge  of*  acorpiomi 

Thow  haaP  me  broughf  to  my  confuaioun        rintfi»i      273 

Alls*  P»'^  I  ^■'^  '^°"'  ""^y  *'^**  ^  ^^ 

0  Atn  wyf*  0  gommo  oP  luatyhed 

Tlial'  wow  to  mo  so  sad  and  ook'  ao  trowe 

SftW  list  ^>a  'l*^  ^'*^  ^"^  P*^"  °^  ^^'^^  ^"' 
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Ful  gulteles  )nt  dorsf  I  ewere  I-wis 

0  lacle  bond  to  do  bo  foula  amys 

0  trouble  wit  0  Ire  rechelea 

That*  vnauysed  smy teaf  galtelea  360 

0  wantniBt'  fol  of  fab  aiupeccioun 

wher  was  fy  wit  and  Jiy  diacrecioun 

0  euwy  man  be  war  of"  taclouesse 

Ne  trowe  no  ^iDg<  wi[>oiite  gief  witnesae  28'! 

Smyf  noujf  to  sooue .  er  |>af  ^ou  wite  why  / 

And  be  aiiyaed  wel  and  sobrely 

£r  je  doon  eny  execucioun 

Vpon  jour  Ire  for  suspeccio«ii  288 

AlUa  a  ])ousanil  folk'  baf  niclo  Ire 

Fordoon .  or  dun  hath  broujt  hem  in  Jie  myre 

Alias  for  sorw  /  I  wil  my  seluen  sle 

And  to  fe  crowe  o  false  feef-  sayJ  lie  292 

1  wyl  fe  qiiyP  anoon  (ty  false  tale  / 
Thow  songe  whilom  as  any  iii^'lityiigalu  / 
Now  achaltow  false  put  ))y  song*  forj;ooii 

And  eek'  fy  white  fytlierea  eucricli  ooii)  296 

Ne  neuer  in  al  fy  lyP  ne  schaltow  apeke 

Thus  achal  men  on  a  fala  (teef'  ben  a-wreko 

Thou  and  fin  o[f]apring'  euer  schuln  be  bbke 

JTe  neuer  eweete  noyse  schul  je  make  300 

Buf  euer  crye  agayu  tempesf  and  royn 

In  tokenyngi  faf  )>urgh  fe  my  wyP  was  slayn 

And  to  )»  ciowe  he  Bt«rt  and  fiaP  anoon 

And  puld  his  white  fe)ieree  euerychoon  304 

And  made  him  blak'  and  raff  him  al  bis  song* 

And  eeb  hia  apeche  and  ouf  at  dore  bim  alongi 

vnto  ])e  deuel  which  I  him  bytake 

And  for  fris  caose  ben  alle  crowes  blake  308 

Lordyngs  by  )>is  enaample  I  ^ow  proy 

Beth  war  and  tokef  kepe  whaf  ^e  say  /        Pm^Wi  toet] 

No  tellith  neuer  man  in  al  joure  lif 

how  Jiaf  anofer  man  haji  digbf  his  wyf  31  li 
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he  irol  jott  tutin  mortelty  certejn 

I>a(m  SalamoQ  m  vise  cleikes  aejn 

T«i-he^  a  nun  to  kepe  hia  tonge  wel 

But-  a$  I  »ytl.  I  am  noughV  tixted  wel  316 

But   iu^l«s  fas  Uug&te  me  mj  dame 

Mt  wne  ihent'  oa  f«  crow«  in  goddw  name 

Mj  son  keep  wel  f y  tonj^  and  kep  fy  frend 

A  wicked  tom^ .  U  worse  fan  a  feend  320 

My  sone  fro  a  feend  men  may  bem  blesse 

Mr  $ou«  g\Ml  of  his  endoles  goodneBae 

walUd  a  tonge  wi^  toe}i  and  lippea  eek* 

Fur  man  schal  him  auyse  what>  he  speek*  324 

My  s^>ne  ful  »fte  tor  to  mochil  Bpech«  / 

ha^  many  a  man  be  spilf  as  cleri:ea  teche 

liur  for  a  Util  sj-ethe  auisily 

Is  no  man  soheiit  to  $[ieke  ^nerally  328 

My  iioiie  ^y  ton^  scholdest*  ^u  ledtreigne 

Af  iillo  tytui'  bur  wban  fou  doef  fy  peyne  / 

'I'o  .■^|<>.'ke  of  gOtl  iu  honour  and  piayere 

Ihc  titsto  vertu  soue  if  f»a  wilt*  lere  332 

Is  to  Rsln-i^o  aiiil  kepe  wel  ^y  tonge 

Tims  lonu'  di-tkes  whan  paP  fay  ben  jonge 

My  f<-ne  of  mochil  siiekiiig*  euel  atiieed 

Thi'r  Uj^  spi'kin^  ha>l  ruotigb  sufficed  336 

t'oitu'f  nxH-Uil  bunu  fus  \ru  itie  told  and  tangllt 

In  ni'vhot  sptvhe  syune  waiili^  nought 
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The  flemyngi  sai^  and  lero  it  if  ^e  te8t<  / 
Thnt  litil  iangling  cnxtaep  mochil  resl^ 
My  sone  if  ^ou  no  wikked  word  hasf  sayd 
The  tbar  not*  drede  for  to  be  bywiayd 
But^  he  ^f  hafi  luys  sayd  I  dor  wel  Bayn) 
he  may  by  no  way  clepe  hia  word  agayn 
Thing*  fist"  is  sayd .  is  sayd .  and  for])  it  go^ 
lliough  him  repent  or  be  him  neuer  so  to)> 
He  is  his  )iral  to  whom  f&tf  he  huf  sayd 
A  tale  of  which  he  is  now  ynel  a  payd 
My  sone  be  war  and  be  noon  auctonr  newe  / 
Of  tydynga  whefier  fay  ben  fab  or  trewe  / 
wher-30  poii  oomest*  amonges  beih  or  lowe  / 
kep  wel  )iy  tonge  /  and  tbenk'  vpon  fe  crowe 
H  Here  endith  (le  tale  of  Jie  crowe 

[No  break  tn  Ihc  MS.] 


hfl  woL  ^o  iuon  murtsily  aeitByn 

Dmim  Salanuia  w  wise  aiajteg  aajii 

Tache^  1  aiAD  to  kepe  liia  tamge  wel 

Saff  a»  I  mvii .  I  no.  auiudit7  tixted  wel 

Ball  'mlp'T-^  )nia  cuu^fite  ma  mj  'inm^ 

Ity  aana  duiiik'  oa  ^  crawe  is  godtles  muce 

Xj  na  keep  wel  |ry  Gouge  ami  kep  ^  tnud 

A  wicked  bjttuc  .  IB  worse  paa  :i  feenii 

Xj  juoe  fe]  1  feimil  men  maj  hem  bleaee 

Xt  xae  gal  of  his  tnikto  goodneaae 

walliti  X  tonge  wi^  tee^  uul  lippes  Mt 

For  man  xhal  him  viTse  wfauf  he  ipeek* 

jUj  aone  fol  ofte  for  Co  mochU  specfac  / 

lia^  nanj  ft  nua  be  spilc  as  detkes  teche 

Bat^  for  a  litil  apeche  auidily 

la  no  man  suhenC  to  $peke  ^ner.illy 

i[y  aone  fj  tottge  9chold«f  fon  TMticigne 

Af  alle  tyme  baf  whan  ^on  doet'  ^y  peyne  / 

To  speke  of  god  in  honoor  and  pniyere 

The  firste  vertu  sone  if  fon  wilt"  lere 

la  to  restteigne  and  kepe  wel  ^y  tonge 

Thua  leme  derkes  whan  faV  ^y  ben  ]onge 

My  Bone  of  mochil  speking"  euel  auised 

Ther  laaae  epeking"  had  ynougb  saffiaed 

Come^  mochil  harm  )ii8  was  me  told  and  UugKt 

In  mochel  apecbe  synne  wanti))  nought 
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V  And  hem  b^ynueth  the  prologe  of  fo  Persoims  Ule 

By  ))at>  ^G  mafmciple  Imd  had  his  tale  cndid 
The  soniie  fro  ^e  south  line  is  descendid 
So  lowo  ^at  it  nna  noDjt  to  my  sights 
Degrees  [nyne  and  twenty  as  in  highf']   :■/■••■"*«'■]     4 
Ten  on  fie  Clokkc  it  was  aa  I  gesae  / 
For  cnleucn  foote  or  litil  more  or  lease  / 
My  schftdow  was  sf  Jiilk'  tyme  of  fe  jere 
Of  which  feet  as  my  lengfie  parted  were  /  8 

In  [aixe']  feet^  equal  of  proporcioun 
The^with  fw  monea  exaltacioun 
In  menu  libra  alway  gan  aacenda 

Aa  we  were  cntryug*  af  a  townea  ende  IS 

For  which  our  hoaf  as  Ike  waa  wont  to  gye 
As  in  [lis  cans  our  ialy  compaignye 
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For  euerj  man  aaue  ))on  hath  told  hia  tale 

vnbocle  and  schew  vs  what  ia  in  )iy  male 

For  trewely  me  )>uikefi  by  py  chier 

po\i  Bclioldist<  vel  knyt^  vp  a  gret  matier  28 

Tel  VB  a  tale  anoon  for  cokkes  boonea 

Thia  persoun  anawenle  al  at  oonea  / 

Thow  getist^  fable  noon  I-told  for  me 

For  pool  fiaf  writes  vnto  thimothe  32 

Septette^  hem  ^f  weyue^  sothfastnesae 

And  tellen  fables  and  such  wreccbedneaso  / 

why  schnld  I  soweu  draf  out  of<  my  feat/ 

whan  I  may  sowe  whete  if<  )iat  me  lest/  36 

For  which  I  say  iP  fiaf  jow  luaf  to  hiere 

IkforaJite  and  vectuous  matiere 

And  )>anne  pa\f  ;e  wil  ]iue  nic  audience 

I  wol  fid  fayn  af  criatia  reuei-cnce  40 

Do  jow  plesaunco  leful  as  I  can 

But*  trustcf  wel  I  am  a  siithum  man 

I  can  nop  geste .  rura  mf' .  ruf*  by  letter 

No  god  wot"  rym  hold  I  buf  litel  better  44 

And  |>erfor  if  jow  lust*  I  wol  not"  glosc 

I  wol  jow  telle  a  niery  tale  in  prose  / 

To  kuyf  vp  al  this  fesf  and  make  an  ende 

And  I6u  for  his  grace  wiP  me  sende  48 

To  schewe  jow  ]k  way  in  ^is  viage 

Of  JiUke  parfyf  glorious  pilgrimage 

ThaP  hatte  lerusalem  celestial 

And  if  je  voucbe  eauf  anoon  I  schal  62 

Bygynne  my  tale  for  which  I  jow  pray 

Telle  ^ur  avis  I  can  no  better  say 

Bul^  naffeles  ^is  meditacionn 

I  puf  it  ay  vnder  correctioan  66 

Of  clerkes  for  I  am  noP  textnel 

I  take  buP  fe  sentens  trustif  wel 

Therfor  I  make  proteatacioun 

ThaP  I  wol  etonde  to  correccioun  [r*i^tn]  60 
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Vpon  )iia  word  we  han  assented  soona 
For  as  it  ecmed  it  was  for  to  done 
To  endeii  in  som  vertuous  sentence 
And  for  to  jeue  him  space  and  audiencs 
And  bad  oure  hosf  he  achulds  to  him  saj 
Thaf  alle  ws  to  telle  his  tale  him  pny 
Oiir  host"  hadde  (»  wordea  for  vs  alle 
Sir  prest'  quod  he  now  fairo  jow  bifolle 
Say  whaP  ;ow  lusf  and  we  wil  gUdly  hien 
And  wi)i  fiaf  word  he  add  in  fia  manem 
Telle^  quod  he  ]our  meditanonn 
But<  hasteth  }ow  ^e  sonne  wol  a  doun 
Be)i  fhictuoua  and  fat  /  in  litil  space 
And  to  do  wol !  God  sende  ]ow  grace  / 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 


coMtmrra  of  fabson's  talb.     pabt  i. 
(,nB  Pagt-niimbfrt  are  tAcu  ^  tke  Sim-Ttxt.) 

THE  PARSON'S  TALE. 


A  TREATISE  OK  PBHITBHCB,  IN  3  PAfiTS : 
Pftrt  I.  On  PtBltuiM,  and  ito  lit  recuiiitfl  Oantrltton  (A)  (p. 

693—612). 
Part  II.  On  its  2nd  requirite,  Conboln  (B)  (p.  612— «79}. 
Put  III.  On  its  3rd  requisite,  SstiAeUM  (0)  (p.  679— 6S4),  with 
the  Writer'i  Lesve-taldDg  tudlMnctations  (p.  6U.80). 

PART  I.  (p.  693—612). 

OH  pznmroE,  and  its  in  rbquisitb,  coHmnoir. 

Proem  on  Jeremiih  ti.  16.    The  Tale  ii  to  be  on  PaUlenet  u  »  fall 
noble  waj  to  lead  folk  to  Christ,  and  is  to  treat  of 
i.  'what  IS  Penitence'  (p.  094), 
ii,  ■  whennee  it  is  deped  Penitence '.  Inot  in  lAt  TaU.J 
ilL  'in  how  manve  maneres  been  the  acciovns  or  weclcTDget  of 

Penitence'(p.  694^6). 
It.  '  how  many  specea  ther  been  of  Penitence '  (p.  C96}. 
T.  'whichothjng«»ap<rteDenandbihouentoPenitence'{p.695 — 

6821  Dtot^all  Parts  I  and  III,  and  all  Fart  II).' 
tI.  'wbiche  thynges  destourben  Penitence'  (at  end  (tf  Part  III, 

p.  682}  (p.  693). 
i.  FanitanB*  defined,  b^  a.  St  Ambroiw ;  b. '  Eom  doctour' ;  c.  the 
writer.     Its  requisites:   1,  bewailing  of  sins;  2.  purpose  to 
have  shrift,  to  do  satisfaction,  never  to  sin  again,  to  continue 
in  good  works  (p.  594), 
[il.  not  given.] 

UL  The  3  actions  of  Penitence:  1.  Baptism  after  sin;  2.  not  to  do 

deadly  sin  after  baptism ;  ,1,  not  thus  todo  venial  sin  (p,B94-95). 

It.  The  3  speces  or  kinds  of  Peuitence :  1.  Solemn  (to  be  put  out  of 

churco,  or  do  open  penance) ;  2.  Common  (to  go  n^ed  on  pil- 

Krimage);  3.  Private  (p,  695). 

T.  The  3  necesdtJes  or  reqmsitea  for  Penitence  (p.  696—682) ; 

A.  CoatriUon  of  heart  (p.  596—612). 

B.  OonftMlon  of  nonth  (Pait  II,  p.  612—679). 
0.  BatisfMtiOB  (Part  III,  p.  679— 6S2). 

Penitence  avails  against  3  tilings,  b;  which  we  wrath  Christ  (p.S90). 
A-  Contrition  is  the  root  of  Penitence,  whose  stem  bean  branches 

and  leaves  of  Confession,  and  fmit  of  Satisfaction, 
Ccmtrition  also  bears  a  seed  of  grace,  whose  beat  dra¥ra  men  to 

Qod.     (Simile  of  the  child  ana  Ilia  niurte's  milk,) 
Penance  is  the  tree  of  life  (p.  696). 
Four  Pdnts  to  be  known  about  Contrition : 

1.  What  it  is  1  2.  the  causes  that  move  a  man  to  it ;  3.  how  to 
be  contrite ;  4.  what  it  avails  the  soul  (p.  697]. 
S.  The  6  Causes  that  should  move  a  man  to  Contrition : 

a.  Remembrance  of  Sins  (p.  697-8), 

b.  Whow  does  no  is  the  TbraU  of  Sin  (p.  098-99). 


A  Dread  of  the  Day  of  Doom  and  the  Pains  of  Hell  (p.  099— 6M). 

"'    B  dewffibed:  the  Doom  {p.  sr '^'-  "     *    ' 

w  and  of  derknene' (p.  60ft- 

it  (1) '  Honoun,  (2)  deHces,  and  (3)  richenea'  <p.  61 1) ; 


:  the  Doom  (p-  699-t»0)i  Job's  'lood  of 
'(p.«(»-l)i  tf    ~  -  -      -   '  " 


myieseandof  derknene'  (p.60ft-l);  theSs) 


poverW  in  4  thinxs:  no  treasure,  food,  ckthing,  o 
(p.  6(KQ ;  and  no  delichta  of  the  0  senses.  The  pain  shall  be 
^einsl  (p.  603).  Hell  is  orderless  (p.  603-4).  The  7  eausei 
why  the  damnd  have  lost  all  hope  (p.  604). 
d.  B«membrance  of  the  good  works  we  ve  left  undone,  and  the 
loss  of  tho  qood  works  done  while  we  were  in  an  (p.  604-6). 
Deadly  sin  wipes  out  all  good  worits  foRnerlj  done  (p.  6U5) ; 
and  no  good  works  can  be  done  in  deadly  nn  (p.  606-6). 
The  new  French  sons,  J'ai  tovtptrdu  men  (<inps  (also 
qtuttd  in  Chancel's  late  poam  of  Jirtwwl- 
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e.  Beniembnnoe  of  Chruf s  mfiering  for  our  ms  (p-  606).  In 
man's  sm,  e\aj  onliuaoce  is  tumd  up-so-down  (p.  607). 
For  Om  disorder  Chmt  «ufierd  (p.  60S). 

/  Tbe  hope  of  3  things :  1.  ForgiveDesa  of  SioB,  2.  the  Gift  of 
Orace  to  do  veil,  3.  the  Glory  of  Hearen  (p.  609). 

3.  Bow  to  be  contrite.     Contrilioii  must  be  Dniverul  uid  tAtal : 

for  eina  of  thought,  for  desires  agaiDst  God's  law,  for  wicked 
words  as  wfII  ta  wicked  deeds  (p.  610).  Coatritioa  must  be 
ADgwishoiis  and  continual  (p.  609-11). 

4.  Bow  CoDtiitioQ  helps  Uie  bouL     It  somettniea  delivers  a  man 

from  sin  :  deiitroys  the  prison  of  ftcll :  cleanses  the  soul  ; 
chaut'es  the  sou  of  Wrath  to  tbe  sou  of  Qrace  (p.  6U-12). 

PAET  ri  (mo.  V.  continued). 
B.  COKPEBBIOH  (TOE  2sd  REQUISITE  FOR  PENITENCE) 

(p.  Gi2— 679). 
B.  Conftoisioii.   i  1.  (1.  317)  '  what  is  confession'  (p.  613). 

)  %  '  wheithcr  It  oghte  uedes  be  doon  or  noou '  (p.  673-9). 
\  3.  'whiche  tbjnges  been  couenable  to  vtrraj  Confession'  (p. 
674-79). 

CONFESSION,  i  1. 
I.  'CoofesKon  is  verray  shewynge  of  synnes  to  the  preest' 
(L  318)  (p.  612).     We  must  understand  too 
a.  fl.  321)  'wheunes  that  synnes  sprjngen '  (p,  612 — 15). 
6.  'how  they  encTeessen'  (p.  615-16;  673-74). 
c.  '  whiche  fliev  been'  (p.  616—672). 
1.0.  Sm  sprang  from  tie  fall  of  Adam  (p,  612).    The  Icgwid  of 
Adam  and  Eve  tiild  (p.  613).   From  Adam  we  took  Origiual 
Sin,  and  were  bom  sons  of  eternal  daiuuation ;  but  Baptism 
rescues  us ;  though  we  keep  liability  to  temptation,  or  Con- 
cupiscence (p.  613-14). 
ConcupUemcf,  or  the  nourishioe  and  occasion  of  nn.     St  Paul 
and  St  Jerome's  templalions  (p.  Gll-IQ). 
1,(.  How  Sin  grows  in  a  man.     1.  by  Concupiscence;  2.  Subjec- 
tion to  the  Devil;  3.  Hesitation;  4.  Doing,  the  Sin  be- 
coming Actual  (p.  615-16). 
I.e.   Sin  is  a.  venial,  &.  deadly  (or  mortal). 

a.  I.  Venial  Sin  defined.     It  skips  into  Deadly  Sin.     (Simile 
of  the  drops  of  water  into  a  vessel's  hold  drowning 
theehb;)  (p.  616). 
(5.  1.  Deadly  ffin  defined  (p.  617). 

a.  2.  Of  divers  small  venial  sins,  hardly  thought  nns  (p.  617- 
18);  eating,  driiddng,  talking,  too  much;  "'" " 


Preamnption,  13.  IrreTereoce,  14.  Perfanacit;,  13,  TtU-glorr, 
16.  Jan^ing  (chBttermg). 
A  private  kinB  of  pride  {Om  HoM^b  Wife's  and  Wife  of  Bftth's'), 

wftBtiiu  to  go  to  offering  fint,  Ac  (p.  620). 
Two  Idiuu  of  Pride,  a.  '  within  niAD'g  neut  *,  6.  witbont ;  b.  being 
the  sign  of  a-, '  u  Uie  gare  leefsel  atte  Tavwne  ia  sign  of  the 
wTomtisin  tbeCeler'*  (p.  620-21),  b.  outmde  pride. 
B.  In  dear  clothing,  1.  saperfiuitf  of  it :  its  cost,  furring,  chisel- 
holes,  digging  in  the  dung,  wute  of  nuiterial  (p.  621),  un- 
fitnen  for  giving  to  the  poor :  2.  scantuess  of  it :  showing 
men'i  privf  members,  and  buttocks  (like  a  she-ape's  nunp), 
and  tiie  former  as  half-flayd,  in  paiti-colourd  hose'.    l!ne 
'  ontrageoDS  anaj  of  Women '  (p.  623). 
fi,  in  horaea  (p.  623},  and  vidona  groonis  to  tend  'em ;  plate- 

haiDBM.  «c. 
•f.  In  bouioiold :  keeping  too  manj  retuners  or  Berrauta,  who 

omiresa  the  poor  (p.  624). 
t,  in  uble :  not  asking  the  poc 
oraamented  dishes' ;  too  c 
minstrebf  (p.  624). 
What  Pride  sins  are  deadly,  and  what  venial  (p.  624). 
The  Sources  of  Pride  (p.  624) :  goods  of  Nature,  Fortune,  Qiac« 
(p.  624).     The  Foil?  of  Pride  m  auj  of  those  goods  of  Nature: 
'  webenalleof  o  fader  and  of  o  mdoder,  and  .  .  of  o  nature' '. 
The  general  dgDS  of  GerUientu.     (The  flies  oalld  'bees',  and 
their  stinelesa  King)  (p.  ti-2S) ;  3  gifts  of  Grace ;  3  of  Fortuna 
The  britt^esa  of  popular  praise'  (p.  626). 
The  Rtmedy  agaiiut  Prkle. 
UuDiilitj  or  Meekness,  and  its  3  kinds:  in  1.  heart,  2.  mouth, 
3.  works.     4  kiniLi  of  each  of  these  (p.  626-27). 
ii.  Envy  (p.  627-30) ;  defined  by  tlie  Philosopher  and  St  Augustine 
It  springs  from  Malice  (p.  627)- 
tlahce;  2  kinds  of :  1,  hardness  of  heart,  or  recklessness;  2.  op' 

posing  truth  (p,  627). 
The  2  kinds  of  Envy  (p.  628) ;  1.  aoirow  at  other  icen'a  ptosper- 

ity ;  2.  joy  at  other  men's  hanu ;  whence  comes 
Backbiting;  6  kinds  (p.  628):  1.  praise  with  a  6i«  at  the  endi  S. 
turning  well-meant  things  upside  down  to  ill  ones ;  3.  lessening 
a  neignbour'B  goodness :  4.  putting  one  man  above  another;  0, 
glad  listening  to  scandal  (p.  6S8). 
Oradging  or  murmuring  (p.  628) :  1.  against  Qod  (p.  629) ;  2. 
Murmuring  from  avance,  3.  from  pride,  4.  from  envy :  6.  among 
Servants,  who  say  'the  Devil's  PatenUHter' ;   6.  Munnurin« 
from  ire  or  hate:  thence,  a.  Bitterness  of  Heart,  b.  Discord, 
e.  Seonuugi  d.  Accurang  (p.  629) ;  «.  MaJignity  (p.  630). 
The  Benuda  atfaimt  Envy  ^.  630-31). 
Lore  of  Ooa  and  one's  neighbour.    IIow  a  man  shall  love  bis 
neighbour.    How  an  enemy  is  included  in  the  name  '  neigh- 
bour' (p.  630).    3  Remedies  of  Love,  against  3  deeds  of  nat« 
(p.  631).    Love  is  the  medicine  that  casts  out  the  venom  of 
Envy  from  mao'i  heut  (p.  631). 
iii.  Ibi  or  AiiasK  (p.  631-42),  and  ita  2  kinds :  a.  good  Ire  or  Wratb 
(p.  632) ;  6.  wicked  Ire,  and  its  2  kinds :  sudden  Ire,  and  ire 
ol  tnaiue  aforethought  (p.  632-33). 
Three  Kirewa  that  fores  m  the  Devil's  fomace:  Pride,  Bdtj, 
and  Omtnmely  {p.  633). 

l1Mlbt-MoakLlnk,B.l1Ii  md C«<nl PrnlatH,  A. 

I  chMT'i  (Uhtr  no  dosbt  tud  ■  tlcn  ooUldi  Urn  wlDrihap  or  tanni  Id  Thian 

■lw«a  traB^uia^t  xfanlnbta  ffiS^trtod   ■    -'^-       ""  '        " 

III*  monks  vid  Man.  Ao.,  In  Ui*  Pntofu  a&d  m 
Bkin,  Wa  Auga  of  mood. 

*  Ctaancff  mtaat  haf*  Htn  pltntf  of  thao  whtn  h«wupflft,Tii]it,ood 

•  Compu*  CbHoir'M  a«i(lfiHK,  4a.       •  C«BiMn  a*rk.t  TiU,  Ful 


OF  parson's  tai.e.     fart  It. 

Wmtti  Ukes  amy  &  tnaa'a  vit  and  ipiritual  life  (p.  634). 
Fniiu  of  Wrath :  1.  Hate.    2.  War  and  wroag.    3.  MaiisUught«r, 
«.  gpii-itual :  b.  bodily  (p.  634). 
a.  The  .1  kinds  of  spiritual  Maoslauehter  (3,  calld  6  in  MSS. 
p.  634):  1.  br  Hate.    2.  by  Backbiting.     3.  QiTing  iricked 


p.  634) :  1.  br  Hate.    2.  by  Ba 
CounBel,  hy  Fraud  (p.  634).  ^ 


i.  bodily  Manslaughter;  slaying  iritb  your  tongue,  giving 
ord«is  or  counsel  to  slay  a  man  (p.  GSij. 
Manslaughter  ia  deed :  its  4  (that  is,  TJitinds  (p.  635) :  1.  by  law : 


n  to  death ;  2.  justifiable  homicide, 
in  aeience  oi  one  s  own  me ;  3.  by  misadventure :  shooting  an 
arrow,  jic. ;  4.  a  woman  overlying  her  child ;  6.  a  man  mating 
a  woman  barren  by  drinks,  sc,  killing  the  fcetus  within  her, 
nhedding  bia  seed  in  the  wrong  place ;  a  woman  killing  the  child 
in  her  womb ;  6.  a  woman  frilling  her  child  (after  [lirthj  for 
shame ;  7.  a  man  by  lechery  or  blows  killing  a  fistus. 
(Sixteen)  other  sins  coming  from  Ire  or  Anger. 

1.  blaming  or  despising  God,  as  hazardera  do  (Cp.  Pardotur't 

Tait)  (p.  635) ;  aud  those  who  treat  of  the  Sacrament  of 
the  altar  irreverently  (p.  636). 

2.  Attry  anger ;  making  angry  false  excuses  for  sin. 

3.  Swearing,  which  dismembers  Christ  (p.  636). 

a.  Of  lawful  Swearing,  before  a  Judge :  its  3  conditions,  and 
its  motives ;  h.  God's  name  and  Christ's,  not  to  be  taken 
in  vun  (p.  637) ;  c.  swearing  for  gentility  or  nianlinesa 
(p.  638] ;  d.  swearing  suddenly;  e.  of  Adjuration  and 
Conjuration  by  enchanters  and  necromancers;  f.  of 
Divmation  by  Dreams,  &c.  \  g.  of  Charms  for  WoDDdi 
and  Maladies  (p.  63$). 

4.  Lying  (p.  638),  and  its  6  kinds. 

A.  Flattenng.      How  Flatterers  are  the  Devil's  Nurses,  hU 
Enchanters  and  Chaplains  (p.  t;39). 

6.  Cursing  that  comes  of  irons  heart :  Malison. 

7.  Chiding  and  Reproach  (p.  640) ;  (specify  a  chiding  wife') 
(p.  640-41). 
' — ' — '-  "'"  12.  Betraying    of    Couiwel    (p. 

64-2). 

13.  Menace. 

14.  Idle  words. 

13.  Jang;ling(chatteting)(p.642). 
16.  Japing  (joking)  (p.  642-43). 


(p.  641). 

10.  Sowing  and  making  Db- 

cord  (p.  642). 

11.  Double  tongue  (p.  642), 


Tht  Renitily  ayaimt  A  ngtr  (p.  643-5).     Debonairtee  and  Patienca 

(p.  643).    Four  kinds  oi  grievances,  and  their  remedies:   1. 

wicked  words,  "2,  Iobb  of  gixuls,  3.  haiui  oi  body,  4.  outrageous 
labuui-  'p.  644), 
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'.  Ataskh  Cp- eSt-AT).  The  diffvence  betwem  Avuice  iod  OoTet- 
oaaaatt  (p.  651] ;  And  between  tu  Idolater  and  an  aTaridom 
man  (p.  652).  Of  Coretonaoem,  and  lords'  extertion  from  tbeir 
bondmen :  "homble  folk  bees  Cristes  freendei"  (p.  6S2-U).  The 
Duty  of  lordi  to  their  Uualli  or  chnrli.  Of  tbow  that  piUage 
Holj  Church  (p.  653-54) ;  lordi  who  plnnder  tbe  poor  are  iile 
wolTei  tp.  654).  Of  Deceit  between  Merchant  aod  Merchant 
(p.  654).  Of  boneit  bodU*  MerchAndise  (the  nuplui  of  one 
coQutij  may  be  sent  to  hdp  another)  (p.  654}.  Of  spiritual 
Merchandiie,  or  SimooT,  and  ita  2  kindt  (p.  655),— thierea  that 
Btaal  Chriifs  souls  get  liviDgs  {p.  655-56)  ^^HasardiT  or  Oames 
of  Chance  (p.  660).  Otherouteomesof  ATarice(p.666):  l.Ljring, 
2.  Theft  (bodU;  and  spiritual)  (p.  6S6-ST),  3.  False  Witneas, 
4.  FalM  Oaths  (p.  6 — 


i.  Qldttoht  (p.  6C9-G9),  and  its  5  kindi  (p.  659) :  1.  Drunkenness, 
or  the  bunal  of  man  s  reason ;  2.  a  troabled  spirit ;  3.  bad  way 
of  eatinx ;  4.  distemperd  bodllj  humours ;  6.  forgetfulness.  Or, 
as  8t  Orezory  says,  1.  eating  too  itoon;  2.  eating  too  delicate 


d  ite  fellows. 

•.»..j»»....v^,  .-r...«..^,  Oontj^nt  with  niAin  food.  Mo( 

bemess,  Sparing  (p.  6 
vii.  Lbohebt  (p.  660).  Iti  punishment  in  the  Old  Testament  {p. 
660).  Adultery,  and  the  desire  of  it  (p.  661-62). 
The  5  fingers  of  the  Devil's  other  hand  (p,  662) ;  1.  foolish  look- 
ing; Q.  villainous  touching;  3.  foul  words;  4.  kisaiog  (old  do- 
taras.  and  dry  dogs  at  a  rose-tree  (p.  662| ;  and  how  a  man  should 
love  his  wife) ;  S.  the  etinkiDg  deed  of  lechery  (p.  663).  Ita 
Idnds;  1.  Fomicatian.  Taking  a  maid's  maidenhead,  or  100th 
fnut(p.663).  2,  Adultery, delined,  3.  IlarmsfoUowingfromit: 
a.  breaking  of  futh ;  b.  theft  (of  the  wife's  body  from  her  hus- 
band (Joseph  and  Potiphar's  wife),  and  of  her  soul  from  Christ) ; 
e.  breaking  Qod's  commandment,  and  defouliog  Christ  (p.  664). 
Of  HarioU  and  Bawds  (p.  66fiV  Adultery  n  set  between  Theft 
and  Haoslaughter.  Hore  kinds  of  Adultery :  1.  by  Men  bound 
1^  BeligiouB  Tows,  Ac;  2.  those  in  Hdj  Ortfera  (p.  66S). 
Lechennu  Priests  are  Uko  a  free  BuU  in  a  town,  and  they  eat 
raw  tleih  of  folk's  wives  and  dauhten  (p.  666) ;  3.  by  man  and 
wife  copol^iing  for  pleasure  only  (p.  667) ;  4.  copulation  with 


0  rank  humours;  2. 
(p.  668). 
T^t  Bemtdv/or  Lechery  (p.  668) :  I.  ChAstity  and  Continence. 

I.  in  Mama^  (The  bne  effect  of  Harriaee,  One  husband  te 
lutve  one  wife  (p.  663).  How  a  nan  should  behave  to  his  wife 
(p.  6^).  How  the  wife  should  be  subject  to  her  husband  fp. 
6(9),  and  be  moderate  in  behArioor,  discreet  in  words,  Ac.  (p. 
6^7(0-  The  3  cauios  (or  which  man  and  wife  may  copulate 
(ip.  970) :  a.  b^ettiug  of  children ;  b.  to  pay  the  mutual  debt  of 
thdr  bodiea;  e.  to  amid  lechery  (p.  670).  Tbe  4th  cause, 
pleaaoR,  is  deadly  da  (p.  670-71].) 

3.  In  Widowhood ;  3.  Vicinity  (p.  671]. 

II.  Special  avoidance  of  causes  of  lechery:  a.  eating  and  drink- 

ing;  long  sleeping ;  d.  the  person  who'd  tempt  you  (p.  67 1-72). 
(I  wish  1  could  tell  you  the  Ten  Commandments :  but  it'i 
too  high  doctrine  (p.  672).)    [End  of  Coi^ttrwn,  $  1,  «.] 
8in  is  in  heart,  month,  deeA,  by  the  0  Wits  (p.  672). 
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i\.b.  (Kep.6IS-l6.]  The7CircunutBiiCMth>t<«nMe(irisgmnta 
sins  (p.  S72).  1.  the  penon  who  am  (tnkle  or  fem^^  ^^Ir 
2.  the  kind  of  nn  ((omicfttioii  or  bonudde) :  S.  the  plAM  it 
iiucoiDtnittedin(umBdiiiTch,b7k{>rieBt]  ^673);  4  fee 
whAt  motive ;  S,  tiie  number  of  timea  it  wu  committed :  6. 
bj  what  temptAtiou ;  7.  how  it  wu  committed;  udallatiur 
cmnmutanceB  (p.  674), 

CONFESSION,  (  2,  (  3  &».  674-79). 
PnifUtAU  Cotifeuum,  and  iu  4  (=  3)  Condition*  (p.  674) : 

1.  sorrowful  bittemeaa  of  heaJt  {□.  674) ;  ita  S  lUiu :  o-  ihamfr- 
futocsB  (like  the  Publicm's)  (p.  S7C) ;  6.  hnmLi^ ;  e.  fidnea 
of  tean  (p.  676) ;  d.  no  h^tatiaa  (like  tho  HagdileD}  tot 
ihAme ;  e.  obedience  to  receive  penAoce  Idd  on  yoa  (p.  67A). 

2,  speedy  Confeadon  (p.  676);  ita  4  CondittiniH;  /.  U»t  it  be 
well  thought  over ;  a.  the  greAtnen  and  number  of  ana  must 
be  understood ;  A,  the  sinner  must  be  contiite,  wad  i.  avoid 


3.  Shiiit  must  be  made  to  one  man,  not  more  (p.  676). 
Trtu  Shrift,  and  its  10  Condilioni  (p.  677) :  1.  umt  it  be  of  free 
will ;  2.  that  it  be  lawful  (both  nnner  and  priest,  Po{Hib) ;  3. 
iu...  :•  Ug  jiqj  deepajiing  of  Christ's  merqf;   '    "■'"■ 


puniea  wiui  lair  wants ;  s.  uiat  u»  aam  De  to  a  Qucrwt 
priest :  9.  that  the  shrift  be  not  made  for  Tain-j^K?,  bat  for 
fear  of  Christ ;  10.  that  the  shrift  be  iwt  mada  suddiMitft  tot  > 
joke  (p.  673).  You  ma;  be  shriven  more  than  once  for  tlu  lama 
sin ;  uid  should  be  houseld  once  a  jear  (p,  67i>). 

PART  III  (no.  V.  eontinufd,  and  no.  tI). 
MTISVAOnOH  (THB  San  REQUISITE  FOB  PENITSNCB) 

(p.  679— 6&*). 
Id  a.  Alms,    /3.  bodil;  pumshment. 
a.  Alm»  and  it*  three  kind*  (p.  679) :  1.  Contritioa  of  HearL     2, 
Pitf  for  one's  neighbour's  faults.    3.  Giving  good  comiael  to 
other's  souls  and  bodies  (food,  viaita  in  prison,  burial).  Theae 
Ahns  should  be  done  privily,  if  possiUe  (p.  680), 
ff.   Bodil;/   Pvniikmtni   {Penance),   vf  4   khida:    1.    Ertyera 
'  leave  to' Mas- 


(chipliv  of  the  Paternoster,  whose  expnirndbg  I  leave  to 
'"■■     ■      ■  'p.  630).    2.  Wi-  "   -      -  J  -—  ' 
t  and  drink,  b 


Lt 
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[TKfre  are  ne  pttragraph-breaTu  er  Uiu-mmmAtn  K%  tlu  M8.,  tet 
l\rn»kitt't  brMtkt  are  itpt  in  1k»  print  far  oowitiutnet  lalaj 

%  I«r.  6".  State  niper  Tioa  ft  Tidete  et  interrogata  da 
■amitli  autiqnu  que  lit  via  bona  at  ambulate  in  ea 
et  inuenietiB  H  re&igeriam  animabu*  vesttii,  ftc. 

[75] 

Owie  Bwete  lord  god  of  heuen  ]iaf  no  man  wil 
perischo  but  wol  )iaf  ve  comen  alle  to  ^ 
knowlec)io  of-  him  ond  to  ))e  bliaful  lif> 
faP  is  perdurable  /  [76]  ammoneBtith  ts  by  [w 
prophets  Icrcmyo  ))af  aaith  in  )>i8  wise 
[77]  ^  Stondetli  vpon  fe  weyes  and  see])  &  axef 
of"  ulde  pat)ies  jiaf  is  to  sayn  of  old  sentenco 
which  IB  fe  good  way.  [78]  [  .  .  .  no  ffap  in  the  MS.] 
and  je  Bchul  fynde  refregahyng*  for  jonre  sonlea  &cf. 
[79]  1  Many  ben  )ib  wayes  eapiritaels  ^V  leden  folk* 
to  onre  laid  Ihil  cn'st/.  and  to  )m  legne  of  glone. 
[80]  Of  vbiche  weyes  )ier  ia  a  ful  noble  way  and  ful 
couenable  which  may  not*  faile  to  man  ne  to 
womman  faff  JionigB  aynne  haft  mysgon  &o  f«  rights 
way  of*  leiuMilem  celestial  [81]  and  ^is  wey  is  cleped 
penitence  IT  Of  which  men  schulden  gladly  herken  and 
enqneie  wi|i  al  here  herte  [82]  to  wyte  what  is  penitence 
and  whens  it  is  doped  penitence  and  in  what*  maner  and  in 
how  many  manors  been  ^  accionee  or  workyngee  of>  pe- 
naunce  [83]  and  how  many  spieces  ben  of  penitences  & 
whiche  pinges  apperteynen  and  byhouen  to  penitence .  and 
whlche  liinges  destourben  penitence 


l^wnk    ^    ajmea    >tf    fce    kf    da    >Bd 


daoB  ■titffrintii  [88]  aod  hmmt  ta  da  ^n^-  for  wludk 
]»■  migbte  Bon  to  bjw^e  sr  to  eoawpkfBa.  aadtoeoo- 
tmae  in  goods  wcakn  or  dka  las  lepcBtnmM  naj  iMNq# 
Bmjfe  [89]  For  as  aailh  aeint  ladre  f  be  b  a  iMfo*  and 

a  ^bliers  and  no  remj  rcpentauDp  fnt^  eft'  aotme  dc^ 
^ing*  for  wbicli  hint  onglite  to  repmte!  [90]  wepysge.  and 
Bonjt  for  to  Btjnte  to  doon  srnne  maj  noojV  aiujle  [91] 
Y  Bat  ti&(>eles  men  schal  hope  ^f  af  etieij  tjme  ^  men 
fallitb .  be  if  neura  eo  ofU '.  faV  be  may  ariac  ^oragh  peni- 
tence if*  he  bane  gruce  IT  Baf  certejn  it  is  a  gret  douta , 
[93]  For  aa  ssitb  seint  Gre^ty.  Vnne^  ariaf  h«  out 
of"  his  sjnne  ^t  is  charged  wi|i  ^  chat^ge  of  jnel  vnge 
[93]  %  And  Jrerlore  pepentaunt  folk*  faf  Gtinte  for  to 
syiiiie  and  forlcta  sj-nne  er  |Jot  sjnne  forlete  hem.  holy 
cbiiche  hole  hem  siker  of  her  sauaciouu.  [94]  And 
he  ^st  synneth  and  venaily  repentith  liim  in  his  lasf  ende! 
holy  chiiche  jit  hope^  hia  Bauacioiin  by  ^  grete 
mercy  of  cure  lord  ihii  cn'st/  for  his  repentounce.  butf 
take  )«  sikor  way 

[95]  V  And  now  sip  fatf  I  haue  declared  jow  what 
f'wff  ia  penitence .  now  schul  je  vnderstonde  ^at'  ^ 
hon  fre  acoiouna  of*  penitence  [96]  5[  The  firsP  it 
faf  if*  a  man  be  bnptijed  aflet  fat  he  haf 
iiynnod .  [97]  Seint  augustyn  snith  but  ir'  lie  be  penitent 
for  hill  olJe  eyDfuI  lif*;   he  may  not-  bygynno   Jin  nowe 
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dene  liP  [98]  V  For  certes  if"  he  be  baptised  wi^ute 
penitence  of  his  olde  gilf.  he  recejneth  fe  msaif  of 
bttptisme !  but  noujt  ^e  grace  ne  ^  leuissioun  of  hie 
synnes  til  be  hane  repentaunce  verray  [99]  V  Ano^r 
defaute  U  fns  ^f  men  doon  deedly  synne  after  ))af 
^y  haue  receyaed  baptiame  [loo]  %  ^e  Jiridde  defaute 
ia  ^t^  men  Mien  in  to  venial  synne  aftei  here  baptismu 
fro  day  to  day.  [loi]  }<iT  of  aaip  seint  aostyn 
4  That'  penitence  of  goode  men  and  of  humble  'folk*  ia  fo 
penitens  of  euery  day 

[103]  f  The  spicea  of  penitence  ben  thie  V  Thaf  oon 
of  hem  ie  solempne  fl  Aaofer  is  comune  It  And  fo 
|iridde  ie  ptyue  [103]  IT  Tliilke  penaunce  ^at  is  so- 
lempne  is  m  tuo  nianera  as  is  to  be  put^  out*  of  holy 
chirche  in  Icnte  for  slau3tre  of  cliildre  and  sucli 
maner  fing*  [104]  IT  Aiio[>er  ia  whan  a  man 
ha[i  synned  openly,  of'  ivliiuli  syntic  fe  fame  ia  openly 
spoken  in  fe  centre .  ninl  fjaiino  holy  chirche  by  iugge- 
menf  streyneth  liiiii  to  doon  o^tcn  penaunce  [105] 
IT  Comune  penaunce  is  (laf  prestos  enioyiien  men  comunly  in 
ceiteyn  caas.  as  for  to  goon  per  adnenture  naked  in 
pilgrimage  or  bitrfot'  [106]  V  Piiue  penaunce  is 
^ilk<  ))at  men  doon  alJay  for  priue  aynnea  of  vhiche 
we  schiyue  va  prmely  and  receyuen  priue  penaunce 

[107]  %  Now  schalf  ^ou  vnderstonde  what*  bihouetli 
and  ia  necessarie  to  verray  parfyf  penitence,  and  ^ia 
stondith  in  fire  Jiinges  [108]  V  Contricioun  of  herf  V  Con- 
fessioun  of  month  If  And  satisfaccion .  [109]  IT  For  whichs 
■aith  seinf  lohan  Crisostom  f  penitence  diatreyneth  a  man 
to  accepte  benignely  euery  peyne  ^tf  him  is  enioyned 
with  contricioun  of  herte  and  scbrift  of  mouth  with  satis- 
foccionn  and  in  werking*  of  alls  maner  humblete  [no] 
and  ^is  is  fniytful  penitence .  agayn  fie  ^inges  in  whiche 
we  wra|i|M  our  lord  ibi  cmt/.  [in]  ^is  is  to  sayn 
by  delit  in  |)inking<  V  By  recheleanea  in  speking* 
IT    By    wicked    synful    werkyng    [112]    ^    Again    ^so 


S9fi  »n-Tczr 

10:1    moiTP  L     3  I     pismits  ru. 

|R  wkfcsl  (idlM  »  praiteDce  ^  b^  be  likned  rata  •  tra 

[jjj]  V  lbs  note  of^  ^  tn  ■  ""♦"J-t'tii  pitr  b;^ 

Ub  m  f>  bvl/  af  kirn  fof  tm  naacf  nnwiifiwit  V  Ri^c  n 

fm  iHta  a»  »  bw  hMle^  hn  in  >b  aoi^e.    [114]  oP  ^ 

B  ■sd  frajtP  of  Btia£Mcio«n  [i  t$\ 
H  For  wliiclM  enit  aaitlt  in  hii  go^d  4  Doth  digne  frnyf  of 
pcniteom.  For  by  ^  frajV  naj-  men  ktwvs  ^ 
Ifte  and  Bon]V  b;  ^  note  fal/  it  fajd  in  ^  hexV 
of  a  man  oe  b;  ^  bnanches  ne  the  leayi  oP  — fhninMn 
[116]  IF  And  ^erfisn  aam  lord  Qia  cHtf  wL^  ^  V  By 
^  trajV  of  hem  scfanl  ^  knowe  hem  [117]  ^  Of  ^ 
loota  eek*  iprii^e^  m  aead  of  grace,  fe  which  aeed  ia 
nooiet  of  nknmes  ^  And  ^  seed  is  egre  sod  hoot 
[its']  Y  The  grace  of  ^aeed  Epringi^th  of  god  ^omgh  t»- 
membTannce  of  fe  dij  of  doom  and  of  ^  pejiws  of* 
heile  [it?]  f  Of  ^  matiei  saith  Salomon  ^af  ia  ^ 
dtede  of  god  man  foileteth  his  synne  [i>o]  'V  The  bet« 
of  ^ia  seed  is  )>e  lone  of  god  &  ^  deeiring'  of  p^ 
ioye  perdotable  [lai]  ^  )>l9  hete  diaweth  fe  heit  of 
man  to  god  and  do^  him  hate  his  synne  [iiz]  V  For 
Bojw  ^  ia  no  fiing-  Jial  seruep  so  wel  to  a  child 
an  f  e  mylk"  of  hia  noiice  If  Ne  no  f  ii^  is  to  him  more  abhom- 
inable  ^aa  fo  milt  whan  it  ia  melled 
mete.  [123]  ^  Rights  so  fe  synful  man  pat/  loue)) 
his   sfimc .   him   sem^th    it    is   to   him    mosf  awete  of 
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in  Tetray  penitence  is  blessed  after  pB  eeutence  of< 
Salomon 

[138]  In  |ii8  penitence  oi  contriciounf  men  schal  vn- 
deretonde  foiire  fmges  thaf  is  to  sayn  what  is  contricioun 
and  whiche  ben  ]ie  causes  fatf  moeuen  men  to  con- 
tricioun and  how  he  schulde  be  contrit  and  vhat^  con- 
tricioun auaileth  to  ^  Boole  [139]  H  )Mnne  it  is  Jius 
]iat  contricioun  is  [w  venay  sorwe  faff  a  man  receyue^ 
in  his  herte  for  his  synnes  vrip  sod  purpoe  to  Bchryne 
him  and  to  dpo  penannce  and  neuei  more  to  don  aynne. 
[130]  II  And  fia  sorwe  schal  be  in  fis  maner  as  saith 
seinf  Bemad  IT  It<  schal  ben  heuy  and  greuooa  and  ftil 
Bcharp  and  poynaitnt  in  hert«  [131]  V  Firsf  for  man  ha^ 
agilted  his  lord  and  bis  creatour  and  more  Bcharp  and 
pojnaunP.  For  ha  haji  agiltid  bis  fader  celestial.  [132]  and 
jif  more  echarp  and  poynaunt  for  ho  haf  wratthod  and 
agilt'  him  ))at'  bou3f  hhn  wip  his  preciouj  blood 
and  hftj)  delyuered  vs  fro  fie  bouJes  of  synne  and  fro  fo 
onielte  of* )«  douel  and  fro  fe  peynea  of*  helle  // 

[133]  H  ])e  causes  |)af  oughten  to  moeue  a  man  to  con- 1 8»  ■ 
tricioun  ben  .vj.  1[  Firsf  a  man  schal  remembre  him  of  iiomIm; 
his  ajnnes.  [134]  but  loke  fat-  filke  remem- 
brance be  to  no  delyf  of"  him  by  no  way  buf  gref  schame 
and  Horwe  for  his  gilf .  For  lob .  saith  fat  aynf ul  men  doon 
werkes  worfy  of  confessioun  [135]  and  ferfor  saith 
i^echiel  H  I  wol  remombre  alle  [le  jeres  of  my  lyf 
in  bittemesee  of  myn  herf.  [136]  and  god  saith  in 
thapocalips.  ^Bemembre  jow  from  wbens  faf  je  ben 
falle.  For  bifom   paV  tyme  fatf  je  synned.   je  were  fe 

children  of  god  [ nc  gap]  [137]  U  But? 

for  joure  synne  je  be  woxe  fral  and  foul  and 
membree  of  fa  feend .  hate  of  aungels .  Rclaondet  of  holy 
chirche  &  foode  of  Jie  fals  serpent,  perpetual  matier 
of  ^  fuyt  of  helle  [138]  f  and  jef  more  foule  and  abhom- 
inable  For  je  trespassen  so  ofte  tyme  as  do])  ^  hound 
fhV     tome^      to     ete     his      spewyng* .     [139]     &     jet 
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}Q  ben  fouler  for  joure  longe  coutinuyng'  in  fiyiuie  aud 
joure  aynfiil  vsage.  for  whiche  je  ben  roten  in  }oui« 
Gynne  aa  a  bcesf  in  his  donge  [140]  ^  Suche  msner  oP 
pougbtea  mnke  a  lu^iii  hatie  stliame  of  hia  syona 
and  nn  ilelit .  and  god  sai)i  by  ]ie  prophete  Ijecbiel 
[141]  V  )e  Bcbul  remembre  )ow  of  joiira  weyes.  &  Jwy 
echal  diaploae  ;ow  so)ily  H  Synaes  ben  ^e  way  {laP 
leden  folk'  to  belle 

[142]  H  Tbe  Bocoiutde  cause  ))at<  ougbte  make  a  man 
to  haue  desdeyn  of  liia  pynno  is  {jib,  fcif  as  eeiji  eeint 
]>etre  /  11  who  bo  doth  synno  is  fral  of  synne.  aud 
eynne  put  a  man  in  gret^  fraldoni .  [143]  and  ^vr- 
fore  saitli  ^e  prophefa .  Ejecbiel .  I  vento  aorwful  iu 
deaJeyn  of  myself  f  Cert«a  wel  ougRte  a  man 
liaue  desdeyn  of  synnc  and  wi^drawe  liim  fro  faV 
fraldom  and  vilonye.  [144]  and  Jo  what  saif  Seneca. 
in  Jiis  matiere,  be  eaip  fua  V  Though  I  wiste  Jiaf  god 
nero  god.  man  echulUe  neuer  knowe  if;  jif 
wold  I  baue  diadeyn  for  to  do  fynne  [145]  and  pa 
enme  Seneca  also  saith  51  I  am  boni  to  grelter  fingea 
fan  to  be  fral  to  my  body  or  fan  for  to  make  of  ray 
body  a  fral  [146]  IT  Ne  a  fouler  firal  may  i 
womman  make  of  bis  body  pan  }iue  his  body 
to  synne  [147]  H  And  were  iP  fe  foideaf  cherl  or  pe 
foulesP  woDimurt  Jwf  lyuef  and  leaf  of  value!  jef  is 
panao  synne  more  foul  and  more  in  seruitute  [148]  Euer 
fro  J»e  lieigher  dege  (taf  man  fallip  jie  more  be  is 
(iral  and  more  to  god  vile  and  abhomiii- 
able  [149]  ^r  0  goodo  god  wel  oughto  a  man  bane  gret  diadayii 
o  sach  a  fiiMg"  (mP  porugh  synne  fer  ha  was  free 
now  is  he  maked  bonde.  [150]  at 
austyn  II  If  poa  bosf  diadayn  [  .  . 
fieelfscUuIdeatdiXin  synne  1  baue  pim 
poll  fiself  Bchuldisf  do  synne,  [151]  tak*  reward  ot  fy 
value  pal'  pou  be  noujf  to  foul  in  fiselP  [152] 
Alias      wel      ougfate      mcJi       buua      disdeya      to      bo 
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seraaiintcs  &  ])rallea  to  synne .  &  sore  ben  aachamed 
of"  hemself'  [153]  ^V  god  of  his  endelee  ^gooduea 
hap  get  hem  ia  heigh  estate  or  ^aen  hem  vitte.  etreng]) 
of>  body.  hele.  beaute.  prosperite.  [154]  and 
bought-  hem  fro  ^  def  wifi  hia  heite  blood  ))af 
fiay  so  vnkyndely  ajeinst  hU  gentilesce  quyten  so 
vileynsly  to  slaujter  of  her  oiigKne  soules  [155J  H  0 
goode  god  js  worn  men  pat*  ben  of  so  gret  beaute 
remembref  jow  of  fe  prouerbe  of  Salamon  Jiaf  saith. 
[156]  he  likeneth  a  fair  womman  |)at  is  a  iool  of  hir  bo<ly . 
to  a  ryng*  of  gold  fat"  were  in  fe  groyn  of  a  sowe 
[157]  H  For  right  aa  a  Bowe  wrotef  in  eowich  ordure '.  so 
wrootith  Bche  hir  beaute  in  stynkyiig*  ordure  of  eynne 

[158]  U  The  (tridJo  cause  faV  ou^te  moeue  a  man 
to  contricioHn  ia  drt-de  of  fe  day  of  doome.  &  of  ^ 
orrible  peynes  of  helle  [159]  IT  For  ns  seiiit  leroui  saith. 
Af  euery  tyrae  faV  I  remeinbre  of  fe  day  of  doom '.  I 
quake  [160]  1i  For  wlian  I  etc  or  (irinke  or  what"  so  (wP  I 
doo  euer  semeth  me  fat'  fe  trumpe  sowneji  in  myn  eore. 
[161]  Eiseth  je  vp  fat*  ben  deuile  /  and  camef  to  |>e 
luggement  [162]  fl  0  goodo  god,  mochil  ought*  a  man  to 
drede  auch  a  iuggement.  fer  as  we  schul  be  alle 
as  seip  Beinf  poul  Biforn  ])o  eete  of  our  lord  ihu 
o-wtf  [163]  wher  as  he  schal  make  a  gendrnl  con- 
gr^aciouQ  nher  as  no  man  may  ben  absenf .  [164]  for 
certea  fer  aoaylep  non  essoyne  ne  excuaacionii 
[165]  H  And   noujf  oonly   faV  oure  defaute  schal  be 

[ j(o  gapl  openly 

knowen.  [166]  and  as  sniit  Bernard  aaif)  IT  Ther 
schal  no  pleynyng<  auayle  ns  no  sleight  H  we  schuln  )iue 
rekenyng*  of  euery  yJel  word  [167]  IT  Ther  schulls  we  haue 
a  luge  faV  may  nonif  be  disceyued  ne  corupt.  and  whyf 
Fat  certos  alle  oure  )>oughtes  ben  deacouered  aa  te  him 
ne  for  prayer  ne  for  meede  he  nyl  not  /  be  corupt 
[168]  H  And  pertoT  aaip  Salamon  51  The  wroptie  of  god  ne  wol 
oof  be  corrupt  H  And  ^for  snip  Salomon  H  The  wrap  of 


«» 


P,UMUS  5  lAi^ 


0B4  Miiw  tun^  iyi>  w^  w^fllf  far  y 

•o^iA   ■hods    f*   «rsU   Mk>  hiM  iv   ^ 
[i}o]  «  foB  kM  |«  iMms  Md  >•  wn>r  l^BK  aik  ■ 


■M    MMte    mat    %  V^    V^ 


Mmya  kia  fsv  mat  trfciMw  U* 
■j—W  epMlj  bea  Kfaewwd  bjivn  pd  and  Vtmm 
eatgj  amtan  [171]  ^  »ad  oa  ^  Itfr  ^^  mn  *— "^ 
^  h«rte  iB*f  tr*^  ^  ^  ^"T  '"^  *^  dnm 
^    ■jrafni     to     pfDe    of    bdle     [173]    ^     A^     «^ 

IBM    ^   kMVtH  of   [ott  kImI    U    >■    ijtjT^  t«i^CHMB 

ttd  wi^oolt  Ibr^  adttl  U  ^  mxU  al  hm^y^ 
[173]  5  wbUw  kIuI  fkiaia  ^  wveeefae  ^afiil  bbs.  Hm 

to  hjdan  him!  Ceit«a  he  aaj  nnV  Iijde  Iim.  he  hmov 
come  fcFT^  and  acbewe  hba  [174]  V  For  cectaa  ■•  aalli 
Mf  nP  lemm  Y  The  ape  tclml  euto  him  oat/  o^  Jkb 
uid  ^  lee  alao  and  ^  aei  alxo  ^t  Bchal  tw  fni  <# 
^under-clappca  and  lightnjngM  [175]  ^  Now  aoUy 
whi^o  wet  rcmembrith  him  of"  ^ete  ^jngeaf  I  g^m 
bit  Bjatm  achal  nut*  tome  him  to  deliP  bat/  to  gntf 
aorw  for  diedo  o^  pe  peyne  of  helle.  [176}  and  ler- 
fore  m)i  lob.  to  god  1[  Suffre  lord  ))*{■  I  nuy  a  wliik 
biwayle  and  wepe  or  I  go  wi^  oiite  retonmynge  to  b 
derh*  lond  couered  vrif  din-koes  of  de^  [>77l 
to   fn   lond  of   tuysoae  and  of  derknease   wher  aa   t«   t« 


Je  world  nys  baf  a  litel  Jiing*  af  r^rd  oP  yo  sorwe 
of*  holle  [i8i]  f  The  cause  wb;  ))at  lob.  calle^  helle 
^  loud  of*  derknes!  [182]  vnderatondith  Jiaf  he 
clepUh  it  lond  or  eor|iB  for  it  is  stable  and  ueuer  schal 
fsyle.  ietk".  for  he  faV  is  in  lielle  hat  defaut/  of* 
ligbt  material.  [183]  for  certes  fie  derke  ligbf  patf  schal 
come  ouf  of  ^e  fayr  p&V  euer  ecbal  brenne  /  schal  tome 
him  to  peyne  ])af  is  in  helle  for  it  schewi^  him  to 
^rrible  deueles  ^af  him  tarmenten]  [184]  couered  wi^ 
the  derknes  of  deth  )iat<  is  to  sayn  ^af  he  Jiat  is  in 
helle  schal  liaue  defaute  of  )ie  sighf  of  god  H  For  certea 
f6  sighf  of  god  is  fie  Uf  perdurable.  [185]  ^  derk- 
nea  of  deth  ben  )>e  syanes  fiaf  |ib  vrecchid  man 
ha^  doon  vhiche  paV  stourben  him  to  aeo  )>e  face 
of  god  righf  as  a  derki  cloude  dofi  bitwise  vs  and  ^e 
aotine  [186]  H  lond  of  myseyse!  By  caiwe  fat  (lere  ben 
^re  maner  of  defantes  agaiiis  fro  fitiges  fat  folk* 
of  fia  world  han  in  fis  present  Uf  faf  is  to  aayn. 
honures.  delices.  and  richcsses  [187]  1!  Agayns  honoura. 
han  fey  in  helle  /  achame  and  confnsio»n .  [188]  For  wel  je 
iriten  faf  men  clepyu  honure  fo  reUCT^nce  fat'  men 
docu  to  f e  man .  but  in  helle  is  'noon  honour  ue  reuereuce. 
for  certes  no  more  reueronce  schal  ben  doon  to  a 
kyng"  fan  to  a  knaue  [189]  H  For  which  god  saif  by 
fe  prophets  leremie  H  Thilke  folk/  fat  me  diapleaen  schul 
be  despit  [igo]  H  Honour  is  eke  cleped  giet  lord- 
Bchipe.  fere  schal  no  wigfit  semen  ofir  but  of  harm  and 
of  tonnent  ^  hononr  eek*  ia  cleped  gret  dignite  and  heigh- 
nes!  but  in  helle  echnlle  fay  be  al  fortrode  of  deuelea 
[191]  H  And  god  soith.  thorrible  deueles  schnlu  goon  and 
comen  vpon  fe  heedes  of  dampned  folk*.  And  fis 
is  for  ala  mocha  aa  fa  heybet  fat  fay  were  in  fia  present 
lif!  fe  more  scbnln  fay  ben  abatid  and  defouled  in 
helle  [193]  H  Agayna  riches  of  fis  world  achnln 
fay  ban  myeeae  of  ponert.  A  fis  pouert  schal  be 
in  .iiij.  finges  [193]   In  defaut  of"  treaor  of   which  aa 
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dauid  Bftith  H  The  riche  folk"  jiat"  enibraaeden  ftnd  otiedin 
in  al  here  hetto  fe  tresor  of*  (lia  world .  aclmlTi  slepen  in  ^ 
Blppyng-  of  deth  and  no  (ping*  schuln  fay  fyndo  in 
her  hondea  of  oi  her  tresor  [194]  H  ■&  more-oner  pe 
niyspose  of"  helle  achat  be  in  )>e  dcfaut  of  mete  and 
drink'.  [195]  For  goil  aaith  fiia  by  mojses  H  Thay  schiil 
>je  wasted  by  Imnger  and  fo  briddfts  of  helle  achuln 
deuoure  hem  wi))  bittir  teeth  and  fa  galle  of-  fa 
dragown  achal  be  her  drink"  &  fe  venym  of  be 
dragown  here  morsels  [rgS]  U  And  Soi^er  more  ouer  her 
misease  schal  be  in  dcfiitif  of  clofiiig/  for  pay  schul  be  naked 
in  body  us  of  cIofiHg  ^t  For  fay  ecbuln  be  nakid  of  body 
saueof  fujT  in  which  fay  brenne  and  ofer  fllfis.  [197]  and 
naked  achultt  fay  be  of  soide .  of  alie  maner  vertues  vhich 
fat  ia  clof ills'  o^'  soule  IT  ivher  ben  faiine  fe  gaye 
robes,  and  fe  aoftn  scheeti^  and  fe  smale  sclurtes.  [198] 
lo  what*  saif  of  hem  fe  praphete  Isaye 
H  vnder  hem  achuln  be  atrawcd  mottlna  and  here 
conertoiiTS  achuln  beu  of  wormea  of  heUe  [199]  H  And 
forfpc  mor  oucr  here  disease  Bchal  be  in  defaute  of 
frendea.  for  he  is  not  pouere  that  haf  goode  frendes. 
but*  here  ia  no  frend.  [^oo]  For  neyfw  god  ne  no 
creature  aclial  be  frend  ynto  hem .  and  euerich  of  he<?t 
Bchal  hate  ofer  wif  dedly  hate  [201]  H  The  aones  and 
the  doujtrea  schuln  rebellen  agayna  fe  fader  and  fe  mooder 
iitid   kynrede   agayns  kynredo   and    chiden   and   despisen 
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in  no  manere  [io6]  H  And  )ifl-fore  in  helle  u  no  soliice 
ne  frendBchipe.  bnf  euei  fe  more  flesshly  kynredes 
yaV  ben  in  belief  ])e  more  curaynges  ]»  more  chyd- 
ynges  and  ^e  more  deedly  hate  Jier  is  among*  hem 
[307]  And  for^t  oner  ^y  schul  hane  defante  of  aMe 
maneie  delices  %  For  certis  delices  ben  Jw  appetites 
of  )>y  fyue  wittea  as  sight*  hieryng",  Bmell7ng<.  sauor- 
ing*  and  touching*  [aoS]  H  But*  iw  belle  here  sighf  Bchal  be 
ful  of*  derknesae  /  and  of*  smoke  and  Jwrfore  ful  of* 
teeris.  and  her  hieryng*  ful  of*  waymentynge  and  o^ 
grantynge  of  teeth  as  saiji  ifiii  crist  //  [209]  IT  here  nose 
Jiurles  Bchuin  ben  ful  of  Btynkyng*  stynk*.  and  as  saith 
ysaye  ^  prophete  ^  here  sauoringe  achal  be  ful  of*  bitter 
galle.  [aio]  and  touchyng*  of  al  here  body  y-couered 
with  fuyr  Jwt*  neuer  sclial  quenche  /  and  wif  wormes 
fal?  neuer  schuhi  deyen  /  as  god  saij)  by  fe  mouf  of* 
ysaie  [2 1  r]  H  And  for  al  so  moche  as  fay  achuln  nou^t/  wene/ 
falf  fay  may  deyen  for  peyne  /  and  by  here  deth  fle  fro 
peyne.  fat*  may  fay  vndorstonde  in  fe  word  of  loh  / 
fat*  eaif  H  Ther  as  is  fe  echadow  of  deth  [aia]  H  Certes 
a  scbadow  haf  fe  Uknease  of  the  fing*  of  which  il^  is 

a  schadow .  [ 

no  gap]  [113]  Bight  bo  faieth  fe  peyne  of  helle.  it  is 
lik*  def ,  for  fe  horrible  angnisshe .  And  why '.  for  it 
peynef  hem  eaer  aa  though  men  Beholden  deye  anon.  But* 
certea  fay  achul  not*  deye.  [214]  For  aa  saith  Seinl 
OrtGory  %  To  wrecchid  caytifs  shal  be  jiue  deth  wifoute 
deth  and  ende  wifonten  ende  /  and  defante  withouten 
faylinge.  [115]  For  here  deth  achal  alway  lynen.  and  hero 
ende  Bchal  enennore  bygynne .  and  here  defante  schal  not' 
&yle  [216]  V  And  ffrfor  s^f  seint*  lohan  fe 
enoungelist  1[  fay  schul  folwe  def.  and  fay  echnln 
nonjt*  fynde  him .  and  fay  schul  deaiie  to  deyen  And  deth 
Bchal  flee  fro  hem.  [117]  Vand  eek*  lob.  saif .  fat*  in  belle 
is  noon  ordre  of  rule  [218]  H  And  al  be  it  fat  god  haf 
creat    al    fing*    in    right*    ordre    and    no    fing*   wif- 
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oulo  or<lro.  but  ^atlc  [tinges  ben  ordeyned  and  noaio- 
Tireil  !  jit  nafrclea  (lay  fat  ben  dampned  been  Doajt* 
ill  (inlro  no  holden  non  ordre  [119]  For  fo 
c.ir^'  si'lial  bcro  licm  no  froyf  [120]  IT  For  as  ^  prvpheto 
iliiuiil  s:ii|> .  CiDil  achal  dcstroye  ))e  fniyt^  o^  fo  eor^  u 
for  liciii.  11c  watic  sclial  jiue  hem  no  moyatora  ne 
fe  aiiT  non  rvfrL'Sscliing*.  ne  fuyr  no  light",  [aai]  For  u 
Biif  Hfiiit^  IJa^ilu  1i  The  breanyng*  oP  pe  fuyr  of  pis 
World  Bclial  god  jiiic  in  heUo  to  hem  f af  ben  dampny^d . 
[222]  Hut  )>e  ligtif  and  fe  clcmeeee  /  schal  be  jeue  to 
Lt'iK'iic  to  liis  cliildreri.  Righf  as  ^e  goode  man  ^oe 
fli'iscli  to  Ilia  children  and  boaea  to  his  houndes  /  [aajl 
%  Aud  fitr  fay  ecliul  hauc  noon  hope  to  eschape .  saip  aeint 
Ii>)>.  site  InMo  P'ltf  per  schal  honour  and  gmly  drede 
diK'Uc  ivijrontcri  eoile  [224]  fl  horrour  is  alway  dreds 
lit'  h;inn  }'iV  in  to  come,  and  f>is  drede  schal  euer  tlaallo 
in  po  licrtcs  of'  hem  fat  ben  dampnyd.  And  perton 
han  (laj  lorn  al  hero  liope  for  vij.  causes  [225]  51  First"/ 
for  gnd  f'lt'  ia  lioro  Tugge  schal  be  wifoute  mercy  to 
hru)  uc  fay  may  not"  please  him  ne  noon  of"  his 
huhvps  Xe  fey  may  jiuo  no  fing"  for  here  mansoun  / 
[22G]  no  fay  hauc  no  voice  to  s]ieke  to  him  .  ne  kty 
may  not  iiu  fro  jH-yiic.  no  fay  haue  no  goodaes  In 
hnm .  faf  f.iy  ma}'  sclicno  to  deliuere  hem  fro  peyno 
[227]  H  And  ftrCoro  saif  Salomon  /  The  wikked  man 
ileyelh .  and  \Thnn  lie  is  deed '.  he  schal  haue  noon  hopo  to 
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hane  contridoun  is  fe  soiwfol  remembraunce  of*  )w 
good  paV  he  hath  leff  to  doon  heer  in  eor^e .  and 
eet  ^e  good  fntf  he  ha^  loro  [333]  H  So)>ly  ^  goods 
werkes  }atf  he  hath  left' '.  eyper  fay  been  ^  goods 
verkea  ^aSf  he  wiougfat^  er  he  fel  in  to  deedly  sjnne ! 

or  elles  ^i  ben  )ie  goode  werkes  ^aV  he    [ 

.     .     .     [333] wo  gap  in  the  MS.]     dede 

er  he  fel  into  synne  ben  amortised,  and  oatoneyed 
and  dullid  by  ofte  synnynge .  [234]  t>at<  o])ere 
goode  verkes  that  he  wroujte  whiL  he  lay  in  dedly 
synne  been  ouLrely  deede  'as  to  )ra  lif  jwnlurablo  in 
heuen.  [135]  (winne  {liike  goode  werkea  faf  ben 
mortified  by  o{t«  synnyng'  wliiche  goode  werkes  he  dede 
whiles  he  was  in  charite  ne  mowe  neu#r  quyken  agayn 
wttAouteti  Terrny  penitence.  [236]  Aud  ftej-of'  saith  god 
by  )«  mouth  of  Ejecbii-l  fl  IliaV  if  fo  rightful  man  re- 
tonme  agayn  fro  hie  riglitwisncsse  and  werke  wikked- 
nesse,  scbal  he  line!  [237]nay,  For  olle  fe  goode  werkes 
|Kif  he  ha]i  wroughf  ne  schulu  ncucr  be  in  reinembraQce 
for  he  achal  dye  in  his  synne.  [238]  And  vpon  fiilke 
chapitre  saith  seint  Gregory  pua .  patf  we  schuln  vnder- 
Btonde  (lis  principally .  [239]  Thaf  whan  we  doon  deUly 
synne  it  is  for  notijt  fanne  to  reberae  or  to  drawe  in  to 
memorie  fe  goode  werkes  Jwf  we  ban  wroughP  biforn. 
[340]  For  certis  in  fie  werkyng*  of"  J»e  dedly  dynne 
)ier  is  no  tmsf  to  no  good  werkes  that  we  ban  don  bifome 
fia  tyme.  ^af  is  to  say  as  for  to  bane  ^rby  ^  lif>  per- 
dniable  in  bouen.  [241]  But  na^eles  )«  goode 
irerkes  qniken  agayn  and  comen  again  and  helpen  and 
auailen  to  hane  )e  lif  perdurable  in  heuen  whan  we 
han  contriciouD  [143]  ^  But  80)>ly  Jie  goode  werkes  fatf 
men  doon  whil  Jut  ^ai  ben  in  deedly  synne.  for  as  moche 
•8  ^ay  were  doon  in  dedly  synne '.  fiay  may  neuer  qnyken 

[    •    •   [»43] 

no  gap  in  the  3f<3.]  H  And  al  be  it  \aV  fiay 

aoulea   not^   to    bane    )w    lif    perdurable !    jit   anaylcn 
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fay  lo  abbrigging'  of-  fo  peyne  of-  lielle  or  elles  to  gete 
tem[>oral  riches.  [244]  Or  elles  fat*  god  wol  Jie 
rafer  eiihimyne  aud  ligbWae  (po  hert"  of  po  ejufiil 
man  to  haue  re  pen  tamp  ce .  [245]  and  eck*  ^y  auailcn 
for  to  vsen  a  man  to  do  g5ode  werkes  paV  Ja  fcenii 
hauo  fc  l.isso  power  of  his  soule.  [146]  H  And  Jiua  be 
curleya  Ijrd  ibu  critP  ne  wolJe  noujl*  no  good  wetk* 
be  lost*.  For  in  eoiu  wliaf  it  Gcbiil  auaile .  [347]  But*  for  als 
moche  as  {to  goode  werkes  (lat  men  don  whil  J>ay 
ben  in  good  liP  ben  amortised  by  synne  folwyng" 
anil  eek*  sitb  ynV  alle  the  goode  werkes  Jiaf  men  doon 
wbil  fay  ben  in  dedly  synne  been  outrely  deode 
as  for  to  haiie  fe  liP  perdurable '.  [248]  wel  may  faf  man 
(lilt'  no  gomlo  wcrkca  werki(i  aynge  (lilke  newe  freiscL  song-, 
lay  tout*  pecdii  moun  temps  et  moim  labour  [249]  For 
certis  sj-nno  byrcuolli  a  man  bofe  goodnes  of"  nature 
and  eek'  fe  goodnes  of  gruee  [250]  51  For  soJ>ly 
Jie  grdco  of*  (le  holy  gosf  faref  lik  fyre  fat-  may  nop 
ben  jdel .  For  fuyr  as  it  forletif  his  werk- 
yiig-  it  faileth  anoon  H  And  ritihP  so  whan  fe  gmca 
iaUfpi  [251]  fan  Iwith  J>e  synfid  man  fe  gootlnea 
of'  ghiriii  Jint'  oonly  ia  bjliiglit  'to  goode  men  fat  labouron 
aiid  werken  [252]  H  wel  may  ho  be  sory  fsnne  biiV 
owulh  al  hh  lip  to  god  as  lungo  aa  be  baf  lyned  and 
Bck"  OS  longo  as  ha  scha!  lyue .  prit  no  gooilnea  ne  hnlh 
to  jiaye  wif  bia  detto  to  gini  to  whom  he  owetli  al  hia 
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braonce  of"  fe  paasioun  ^aV  onre  loiil  ihu  cmt^  suEFred  for 
TB  in  pKchiDg<.  [as?]  hia  werynosse  in  trauayling*  his  tempt- 
BCtbuti  whan  he  fastid.  hia  longe  wakinges  whan  he 
prayde  hia  teeree  whan  he  vepto  for  pite  of 
good  peple  [358]  ]»  wo  and  fe  echame  and  )ie 
filthe  Jiaf  men  aaide  to  him  ofte  foul  spittyng* 
]iat  men  spitten  on  hia  face.  Of  ^6  bnffettis  ]>af  men 
jaf  hiTTi  of  fm  foule  mowea  and  of  ^  re- 
prouea  faV  men  to  him  eaiden  [159]  of  ^e  nay  lea 
with  whiche  he  was  nayled  to  ^e  eras  and  of  al  ^ 
lemenaunt^  of  his  passioun  |)at<  he  snCfred  for  my  synnea 
and  no  ))ing'  for  his  gilt  [z6o]  II  And  je  schal  vnder- 
Btonde  fat?  in  mannes  synne  is  euery  manet  otdre 
of  ordinannce  turned  vpso-doun.  [261]  H  For  it  is  sof 
fat  god  &  resoun  and  sensnalite  and  ))e  body  of  man 
be  80  ordeyned  that  euerich  of  Jteae  .iiij. 
achidde  haue  lordschipe  ouer     [     .     .     [262]     .... 

no  gaj]  in  Ihe  MS.^    resOTin  and  lesoun  oner 

aenaualite .  and  sensiialite  ouer  ^a  body  of  man . 
[263]  H  But"  aofly  whan  mare  aynnof  al  )»i9  ordre  or 
ordinaunce  is  tomed  vpso-doun  [264]  and 
)ianne  for  aa  moche  as  ^e  resoun  of  a  man  ne  wol  nof  be 
Bubiect  ne  obeissant  to  god  ^af  is  his  lord  by  right  f  \er- 
fore  lesith  it  )ie  lordschipe  ]iat  it  schulde  haue  in 
eensualite  and  eek<  oust  )>e  body  of  man.  [365]  And 
vhyf  For  sensoalite  rabellith  ^nne  agayns  resoun.  And 
by  fwt  way  leaith  reaonn  ))e  lordacbipe  ouer  sensualite 
and  oner  fe  body.  [266]  For  rigbf  as  reaoun  is  rebel  to 
god '.  Bight*  80  is  bo^  sensoalite  rebel  to  resoun  and 
J>e  body  also.  [167]  And  certls  fa  disordynannce  and 
yUa  rebellionn  onre  lord  ihn  cnst^  boug&f  vpon  his 
praciouB  body  ful  deere  H  And  herkeneth  in  which  wise 
[368]  'IT  For  as  moche  aa  resoun  is  rebel  to  god!  fer- 
foifl  is  man  wor^y  to  haue  eorwe  and  to  be  deed . 
[369]  fpis  suSred  onre  lord  iKn  cnsf  for  man  and  after  fa.V 
lie  was  bytraysed  of  his  disciple  and  deatreyned  and 
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'i(     (.-    ■I'li^l    l<y    i;'pii-iii-fc    of*    t'lmponl    proepcrito    and 

-■■ I   ly  'li-'-yl  "l,:.n  l.<!  f:lK*r|>  fl^iscUly  delytM  ud 

)ii-  •:  ii  iMiir'iiii'l  liy  iiiif'ai;i>;n<:c  of-  aduerajte  and  hj»n» 
■f'-.i-.in'in  of'  oynne.  and  atto  IsBf  it  it 
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word  of"  yaaye  H  He  waa  wotindid  for 
ouie  mysdede  and  defonled  by  cure  felony es  [xSi] 
%  Kow  sith  ihu  cri&V  tok<  vpon  bim  ))ilke 
peyne  of  alls  ouie  wikkednesf  Mochil  ougfite  syuful 
men  wepe  and  bywayle  faf  for  hia  synnes  schalde  godiles 
Bone  of  henone  al  ])ts  endure  [183]  H  Tba  .rj". 
Jringi  fai  onjte  to  moeue  a  man  to  contricioun  is  }a  hope 
o^  fn  ))ingeB .  ^aif  is  to  sayn .  for^enenes  of  synne 
and  ])e  ^ifta  of  grace  wel  'for  to  do .  and  }e  glorie  of 
heiien  wi^  which  god  schal  giierdoua  inan  for  his 
goode  deedis  [384]  H  And  for  ab  mocbo  aa  ibii  cru^ 
jeneth  rn  ^ese  ;iftes  of  his  largease  and  of  his  eouerayn 
botinto '.  ^erfore  is  he  cicped .  I&c  nejarenus  rex 
IndeoTum  [285]  H  Ihu  ia  for  to  aay  aaueour  or  sa- 
nacioun,  of  whom  me  schal  liope  to  haue  forjcuenes  of 
synnea  which  (lat  is  piv)[>rc-iy  sauacio!(ii  of  ayimea 
[286]  fl  And  ffii-fore  seyde  fii;  nuiigel  to  Iose|)h  H  Thow 
clepe  hia  name  Ihc  fiat'  schul  aauc  hia  pocple  of  here 
■ynnea  [287]  H  And  her  of  saitU  Stint*  petir  H  Ther  is 
noon  o|ier  name  vnder  heuen  ^atf  ia  jeue  to  any  man 
by  wbicb  a  man  may  be  aauyd.  buf  oonly  I&c  [288] 
najarenu»  is  aa  moche  to  aay  aa  florisching<  in 
which  a  man  schal  hope  )iaf  he  Jiaf  jeueth  him  reiniasioua 
of  synnee  schal  jiue  him  grace  wel  wel  to  doo  H  For 
in  ])e  flour  is  hope  of  fruyt  /  in  tyme  comynge.  And  in 
forjinenes  hope  of  grace  wel  to  do  [289]  H  I 
was  aP  fo  doie  of  fin  herto  aaif  IRc  and  cleped  for  to 
entre .  he  ^V  openith  to  me .  schal  bane  forjeuencs  of 
synne.  [ago]  I  wol  entre  into  him  by  my  grace  and 
soupe  with  him  by  ))e  goode  workea  fat  he  achiil  doon 
whiche  werkes  ben  fe  foode  of  god  11  And  he  schal  soupe 
wif  me  by  fe  giete  ioye  fat  I  schsl  ;iue  him  [391] 
^  Thns  echal  man  hope  faf  for  his  werkia  of  pcnaunca 
god  schal  jiue  bim  hia  r^ne  aa  he  bJhetith  him  in  fo 
gospel 

[293]     How      schal      man      vnderatonde      in     what' 
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iiiaiicr  Rrlial  be  his  contridomi  V  I  saj  it  ocfaal 
h<}  viiiiier^l  and  total  ^  fiia  is  to  Bay.  b  man  achal  be 
vi-rniy  rci>eiit.^uat-  fur  nib  lua  synned  ^af  lie  ha)>  doon  in 
ili'ljl'  of-  his  fougtP  for  delif  is  ful  perilous  [393]  H  For  ber 

hull  luo  uianora  of'  consentynge  [ 

»o  gnp]  oP  aSccciotm  whan  a  man  is  moeued 

to  sjiine  &  »Ii;litith  him  longe  for  to  ^inke  on 
^at'  ayiiiic.  [294]  anil  his  lesoun  aparccyaeth  wel  bat? 
it  is  syiiiiy  iigiiyna  fa  lawe  of  god.  &  jit  his  reaoun 
Ti.-fii'yiic)i  nof  litj  fuulo  dcUf  or  talonf  {rough  he  seth  wel 
npirlly  )iaf  it  is  ajeudf/  pu  reufrence  of^  god  al  ^ug& 
his  ivsoiin  iiuiiscnto  not  to  do  fe  eynne  in  dede! 
[295]  jit  Kiyn  some  doctours  dalyf  (taf 
diu^llith  loiigc  it  is  ful  perilous  ol  he  it  neuer  so  lite 
[296]  1i  Ami  also  n  man  schulilo  sorwe  namely  for  al 
p,iV  ho  haf  dtsiruJ  agayn  fe  lawe  of  god  wi^ 
]iif*'fyt  coiisciityngc  of'  liis  hert  and  of"  his  resoun  51  For  beroP 

is  uo  doute  f;it  it  is  doJly  synne  [297]  [ 

"o  ijap]  fat  it  naa  first"  in  mannes 

fHiiigtit.  Si  after  faV  in  his  delit/  and  so  for^  in  to 
coiiSL'iitynj,"  and  in  to  dede  [298]  H  wherfore  saj  I  bat" 
iiiiiiiy  iiii'ti  repciite  lium  neuer  'oP  auche  ^ugbtes  and 
ik'litis,  no  neuer  scliriuo  hora  of"  hit.  but"  oouly  of  be 
dudo  (.P  grcte  synnes  outward  [299]  H  wherfore  I  say 
fat'  puclie  wickid  delitia  and  wickid  Jraujtos  ben 
siilitilo  higilours  of"  hem   fat"  schuln  be  dampned    [300I 
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remen&nf  oP  hU  o)wr  eynnesf  Nay.  [304]  And  toiper 
ouer  contricioun  schiilde  be  woundes  sorwfnl  and  an- 
goisschous  and  ))erfore  jiaeth  him.  god  pleinlj  bis 
mercy  IF  And  fierfore  vrhaa  my  soule  was  angnissheoua 
wijiinne  me !  I  hadde  remembraunce  of  god  ^t;' 
my  prayer  migfite  come  to  him  [305]  IT  And  forjwr  ouer. 
contricioun  mostebe  continually  and  p^i/  a  man  bane  atede- 
toBif  piirpos  to  scbryua  bim  and  for  to  amende  bim  of' 
his  lyf  [306]  H  For  sofily  whil  contricioun  lastitb  man 
may  ener  hope  of<  for^enenes  and  of>  ^la  come)) 
hate  of>  aynne  ^at  destroyetb  synne  bo^e  in  himself 
and  eek*  in  oper  folk'  at<  his  poncr  [307]  H  And  ^rfora 
suth  dauid.  }e  ^af  louen  go<H  liatitb  vikkidneese .  For 
trusts^  wel  fur  to  loua  god.  ia  for  to  loua  faf  be  loue^. 
and  hate  )iat  he  hatifi 

[308]  H  The  laste  fins'  f'"'^  "■  "i""  schuld  vnderstonde  in 
corttricioan  is  fia.  wlier  oP  auailith  contricioun  H  I  say 
faf  Bom  tynie  contricioun  deliucrc[)  maw  fro  nynne 
[309]  of"  which  fat  dauid  saith  H  I  Bay  quod  dauid. 
^f  is  to  eay.  I  irarposij  fnrmely  to  schryue  ma  and 
^n  lord  relesedisf  my  eynne  [310]  IT  And  right?  ao 
as  contricioun  auailith  naf  wijioute  sad  purpoa  of* 
Bchriff  if  roan  haue  oportunite;  Bighf  ao.  litil  worth  is 
■hrifte  or  satiafacciouu  wifoute  contricioun  [311]  ^  And 
more  ouer  contricioun  deatruyefi  f«  pruoun  of  belle 
and  makif  wayk?  and  feble  po  strengthes  of  )» 
deuelea  and  restorith  fe  jiff  of  )ra  holy  goat/  and 
of"  alle  TertttBS  [3u]  and  it  clensith  )«  aoule  of 
qrnscs ,  and  deliuere|>  )>e  soule  fro  )»  peynes  of  heUe 
wd  tro  p6  companye  of  )«  deuel  and  fro  ^  B«rnage 
of  synne  and  Teatorith  to  alle  goode  espiritneles  in 
to  pe  companyo  &  communioun  of  holy  cbiicbe  [313] 
T  And  forfw  ouer  it  makitb  him  p&V  sora  tyme  was 
•one  of  Iref  ^sons  of  grace  ^  And  alle  pen  fiinges 
he  prouitb  by  holy  writte.  [314]  And  ferfore  he  |nt 
wil    sette    hia     herte    to     {mse     ])ingesf     he    were     ful 
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WTS  T.  For  so^e  be  8chold«  noV  ^uina  im  al  his  Ijf 
liaue  comge  to  synne.  but  jiaen  hu  body  and  oJ  hia  lierto 
to  )>e  Bcniice  of  Iliu  cn'af  and  perot'  do  him 
homage  [315]  H  For  ccrtis  core  eweto  lord  ihn  cn'sf 
ha)>  !:i>anii  vs  so  debonerljr  in  onre  foljrea .  )mt>  ii^  he  na 
li.iJJc  pile  of  m.inncs  soutef  B017  songe  might«  we  mile 
sjngc.  *i  £zplioif  pWnu  pan  Indpit  aecvnda  pan 
ainadem 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 

[3t6] 

Tile  Mciunde  partye  of  penitence  is  confeaxioDn . 
(wft  is  sigoe  of  eontricioun  [317]  T  Now  achol  ^ 
vtiderstoiide  wliat*  is  confossioun  and  whebic 
it  oughti?  ncciles  be  dooa  or  noon .  A  whieha 
ben  connenalile  to  vermy  coitfessioun 

[318]  ^.  First*  schalt  ]iou  vnderetonde  ^at*  eonfessioHn  is 
vfj-rey  scliewyng*  of  synnes  to  fe  presf  [319]  ^is  is  to 
Kiyn  verray .  For  be  nioof  sclievre  him  of*  all«  be 
conUiciouns  faP  ben  longynge  to  Iiis  synne  as  ferforth  as  ha 
can  [330]  al  mot  bo  aayd  and  noujf  excuaed  na 
liyd  ne  forwmppid  and  nonjt  auaaiite  him  oP  his  gooda 
werkis  [321]  ^  And  forjiermore  it  is  necessary  to  Tndep- 
atonilo  whens  fiat  synnes  springe  and  how  bay 
exersen.  and  wliiche  (ter  ben 

[322]  of  fie  epringing*  of  aynnes  as  saint  poul  saife 
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makid  were  in  pandya  and  no  fing  scbime  ne  hidden 
of  her  nakidnesse .  [326]  how  ^t>  ^  serpent*  ftl/  wu 
moBl^  wyly  of  aHe  o^ei  bestu  Jnt  god  hadde  makid 
aayde  to  ^  womman  V  why  comaondid  god  to  jow 
je  echnlde  noujl^  ete  of  euery  tree  in  paradyi  [317]  ^  The 
-woniman  answerda  ^  Of  f©  fmsrt  quod  ache  of  fa  tieea 
in  paradys  we  feede  va  H  But  sojtly  of  )n  frnyt  of  ^ 
tre  ^f  is  in  J)e  myddil  of  paradia.  god  forbad  vs 
for  to  eten  ne  not*  louche  it  lesf  persnenture  we  achulde 
'deye  [338]  IT  The  aerpent  aayfle  to  fe  womman.  Nay 
say .  je  achal  not*  drede  of  deth  for  8o))e  god  wof  fttif 
what  day  je  ete  ferof  joure  eyen  schal  open 
and  je  echul  ben  as  goddis  knowing*  good  and  harm 
[3  J  9]  51  The  womman  aaugh  fe  tree  was  good 
to  feedyng".  and  fair  to  ey<:n  and  delitable  to 
■iglit.  She  tofc"  of  fe  fiiiyP  of  pe  tree  and  eet  if  and 
jaf  it  to  hirhousbond  And  heect'  iPlI  And  anoon  J»  eyen  of 
hem  bofa  openeden  [330]  And  whan  Jiaf  (lay  knewe 
faf  ^y  were  naked !  fay  sowedo  of  Rge  leues  in  manet 
of  breches  to  hiden  here  membria  [331]  H  here  may  je 
see  Jiiif  dedly  synne  haf  first"  suggestioun  of  ]ie 
feend  as  Bchewefi  here  by  fe  neddir.  and  aftirwaid 
fe  delif  of  fe  fleisch  as  scheweth  here  by  eiia.  and 
after  fat  fe  consentyng*  of  resown  as  echewith  by 
adam  [333]  V  For  trustif  wel  fough  so  were  faf  fe 
feend  temptid  oon.  fat  is  to  aayn  fe  fleissch 
hadde  delif  in  fe  beaut«  of  fe  fmyf  defendid. 
}it  cartes  til  fatf  resoun  fat  is  to  say  adam  con- 
■entid  to  fe  etyng<  of  fe  fniyt/.  jif  atood  he  in  faataat^ 
of  Innocence  [333]  %  Of  filk*  adam  toot  we  filke 
synne  original .  for  of  him  flesschly  deacendit^  be  we  alle . 
and  engendrit  of  vile  and  cormpf  m[a]tierfi  [334]  H  And 
whan  fe  soole  is  puV  io  oore  body  right  anoon  ia  con- 
tncl?  original  synne.    [. 

.    .     no  gap]  [335]  ^^  ferfore  bo  we  allc  I-bum  sones  of 


630    GRODP  I    §  S.    fabbos'b  talk    Kurleian  7334. 

Mn^fifHj  and  of  dampnacioun  perdurable  if>  it  nere  baptisme 
faf  we  resceyuen  which  bynymef  v»  fe  culpe  IT  But  for- 
80fe  fe  pej-ne  duclli^  wij)  va  as  to  temptaciova  which 
pcync  iiiglite  concupiscence  [336]  H  And  ^ia  concupiscence 
whan  it  is  wrongfully  disposed  or  ordeynod  in  man  f  hit 
tnnkith  him  to  coueyte  couetiae  of  fleissc&Iy  syniie  by  aigbt 
of  his  eyjen  as  to  erfely  f ingea ,  and  eelc  coueityse  of"  heigh- 
nessR  as  by  jiridc  of  lierte 

[337]     I*o*T    na     to    apeke     oP    fe    first*     coaeitise 
Jmf    is    coHcupisceuce    after    pe    la  wo    of    our©    meinbris 

Pal^i^  t 

[338] no  gap]  nonj* 

oboissant  to  god  pat  is  lord  ))«-fore  is  fleissch  to 
liim   disobeisant   (iiirgh    concupiscence  which   paV   )it    is 

clepiJ  norissliing' of  synne  [ no  gap] 

[339]  5r  Thcrfore  al  f%  while  fa\f  a  man  ha))  in  him  be 
jieync  of  concupiscence  it  is  impossible  but  he  be 
tempted  sora  tjmo  and  niocued  la  his  floisch  to  synne/, 
[340]  51  And  fia  may  nof  faile  as  longe  aa  he  Iyne|> 
H  hit  may  wel  wexe  feble  and  faille  by  vertu  of  baptisme 
and  by  ))o  grace  of  god  jjorugh  penitence.  [341]  but* 
fully  sclial  it  uener  'cjuenche  Jiaf  he  achal  som 
tjnie  be  Dioeued  in  liiruself  biif  if  he  were  al  re&eydif  by 
siknea  or  by  malice  of  sorserye  or  colde  drinkes 
[342]  IT  For  what  saif  seinf  poul  H  The  fleissh  coaeitith 
agayn    fe    spirit,    and    fe    sjiirit    agayn    |>6    fleisch    fay 
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no  mete  bnf  herboB  &  -waiea  to  hie  drink,  ne  non  bed 
buf  ^  nakid  er^ .  For  which  hia  fleisch  was  u  blat  as  an 
£tliiopen  for  hete  and  neigh  destroyed  for  cold  [346] 
IT  jilf  sayde  he  faf  fe  brennyng*  oP  locchery  boylid  in  al 
his  body  [347]  H  wherfore  I  wof  wel  aicurlj  faf  fay 
be  deaceyued  ^t  say  fay  ben  not^  temptid  in 
hero  body.  [348]  Si  witaesso  on  seint*  lame  thapostil 
))af  saith .  (taf  eoery  wighf  ia  t«mpted  in  his  oughne  con- 
cupiscence faV  is  to  sayn  faf  ennych  of  vs  hath  maters 
and  occasioun  to  be  tempted  of  fe  norischy«g'  of"  aynne 
)nf  ia  in  his  body  [349]  H  And  ferfore  eeint  lohan 
fe  Euaungelisl^  aaith  IT  If*  fat'  we  aayn  we  be  wifoute 
synne!  we  deceyue  oure  ailf*  and  troupe  ia  noug&f  in  vs 

[350]  IT  Now  schal  je  vuderstonde  in  what  maner 
fat^  synne  waxif  and  encresceth  in  a  man  H  The  firste 
fing*  ia  ^ilke  noriscbing<  of<  aynne  of<  which  I  spak* 
byfom  filke  concupisoeiice .  [351]  And  after 
fat  Cometh  Jie  Subieccioun  of"  fe  deuel .  fis  is  to  sayn 
fe  detieles  bely  with  which  ho  blowop  in  man  Jte  fuyr 
of  fleiaschly  concupiacence  [352]  And  after  ))af  a  man  by- 
tiiink<  him  whef ir  he  wol  don  it/  or  non .  )iilke  f ing* 
to  which  he  is  tempted.  [353]  ^  and  fanue  if  faf  a 
man  wifstonde  and  wayue  fe  firste  entiaynges  of  hia 
fleisshs  and  of  fe  feend  it  is  no  synne ,  and  if 
so  be  he  do  nof  so!  fanne  fleeth  he  auoon  a  flame 
of  delit/  [354]  and  fanne  it  is  good  to  be  war  and  kape 
him  wel  or  ellia  be  wil  falle  anoon  in  to  consentyng<  of 
synne  /  and  Jnnne  wol  he  do  if  if  he  may  hane  tyme 
and  space  and  place  [355]  li  And  of  fia  matero  saithMoyses  by 
fe  denel  in  fis  manere  II  fe  feend  ^saith.  //  I  wol 
chnce  and  pnnewe  fe  man  by  wickid  suggeatiouns 
and  I  wil  henf  him  by  moeuyng*  or  eterjmg  of 
synne  and  I  wil  parte  my  prise  or  my  pray  by  de- 
liberacioun  and  my  lust^  schal  be  accomplisit  in  delit, 
I  wil  diawe  my  swoid  in  consentynge  [356]  ^  For  ceites 
lighf  aa  a  swetd  departif  a  fing<  in  tno  parties  right' 
[■!«</' tnj 


.-■-.'T      :-:.Lr.f}    eci     fro     buii     anj     ^sue 
L  .:.   T  -.L  ht    i,:.iii   in  ded«   of    rtuw.   fn 

-■-.r    l::.!    :■_-    PMBM-trrtr   and    fume    is   J« 


„  -  fir 


t-r:    : 


.f   in   iTo  Buaeres.    oc^ 

rl?;  paw  erestovr:  f«jiiM 
!  jTsie  ».  if  »  ir.m  looe 
::e  :?5q:  T  For  »of*  r« 
>-^:t:j.  For  h  uneni^hh 
?  r^  cwl  iDPre  uid  tnon 
ir^T  in  -1^  himself  wiih  muir 
'.\:.v  if  »  be  |»r  he  eon 
It  Ktiri/ltf  Ji«y  m.j-  ftj 
■:::e  f^t  lie  hath  to  ihu 
;p;-::h  vraial  ia  to  dedlj 
i  Eian  chaigith  his  soola 
ho  cnclrned  to  falte  io 
Irr  Ts  noujr  be  ni>glisenr  to 
•"  For  the  pronerbe  ssith . 
ret  [363]  T  And  hei^n 
.■f  fe  gee  come^  »om  tjma 
it  drenchith  pe  whip. 
Giuale     droppifl 
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H  And  Jerfore  }t  loiie  oP  euary  Jing"  Jwre  is  nof  hjaatf  in  god 
ii«  dooB  prmoipall;  for  goddes  sake  /  al  ^nglt  k  man 
lone  it  laaae  fran  god.  jit;*  is  it  venial  qmne  [367]  'And 
deed! J  synne  yihaa  Jw  lono  oP  eny  fing'  woyeth 
in  f«  herf  oP  a  man  as  moche  as  fo  lone  of  god  01 
more  [368]  1[  Dedly  synne  is  as  uitli  Mint*  aoatynt. 
trhan  man  tometh  his  hart  from  god  'which  ^at^  is 
verray  sonerayn  bounte  ))af  may  not*  chaunge  and  flitte .  and 
jine  his  herte  to  a  J'ing'  ^at*  may  channge  and  flitte. 
[369]  and  certea  ^f  is  enery  Jdng*  sane  god  ot  henen 
T  For  so}k  if*  ^a,V  a  man  jiue  his  Ions  ^e  which  that^ 
he  owi^  to  god  wi))  al  his  herte  vnto  a  creatnn . 
certes  as  moche  oP  loue  as  he  jiueth  to  )iUke 
Gioataref  ao  moche  he  reueth  fro  god.  [370]  and  ^er- 
fore  doth  he  synne .  V  For  he  fiaf  is  Uettour  to  god  and 
jeldeth  not-  his  dutto  pnV  is  to  sayn  al  ]>e 
loue  of  his  hort' 

[371]  If  Now  ai|)J)e  man  vnderetondith  generally  which 
is  venial  synoef  (laiine  is  it  coucnable  to  telle  specially 
of  Bjnnea  wliiche  ^af  many  maa  perauentnn  ne 
demith  hem  no  ayimes  and  schryueth  him  nof  oP  fe 
same  |iingea  and  jif  nafieles  ])ay  ben  eynnea 
[372]  IT  And  Bofly  as  clerkes  writen  ])is  is  to  aay. 
al'  enery  tyme  Jiat  man  etith  or  drinkith  more  ^n 
suffiseji  to  |>e  anstianaunos  of  bis  body  in  certeyn  he  do)) 
synne !  [373]  and  eek<  whan  he  spekith  more  ^n  it 
needitil  he  do^  synne .  and  eek<  whan  he  herkeneth  noujf  be- 
nignely  fte  pleynt  of"  fe  pore  [374]  eek"  whan 
he  is  in  hele  of  body  and  wil  not  faste  whan  o^r  folk< 
faiten  wi^onten  cause  lesonable.  /  eek'  whan  he  elepith 
more  ^an  needith  or  whan  he  come))  by  ^ilk  enchesonn 
to  late  to  Iioly  cliirche  or  to  o^er  werkea  of  charite  [375] 
Eke  whan  he  vse))  his  wyf  wijioute  souerayn  desir 
.of  engendrure  to  thonoiir  of  god  and  tta  ^entent' 
to  ;elde  to  his  wyf  Ju  dette  of  his  body.  [376]  eek^ 
whan  he  wil  not  visite  ^  sike  and  fe  prisoner  if  he  may 

t>  l*a/t»l,  but] 
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IT  eelc  if  he  loue  wyP  or  cliUd  or  ofer  worldly 
^ing<  mora  [mn  lesoun  requireth.  eeb  if<  he  flatera 
or  blaiindisBhe  more  ^an  him  ou^hte  for  eiiy  noceesite 
[377]  et  if  a  niati  meause  or  wifdrawe  (le  almcsse  of" 
]w  pouere  euk'  if"  he  apparaylith  liia  body  more 
delicioualy  |iaD  it  nedith  or  ete  if  to  hastily  by  Lcoures- 
nea.  [378]  eek"  if  he  talke  oP  vanitcea  aP  chirche  or 
af  goddis  eeruice.  or  Jiatf  he  bfl  a  talkere  of*  ydil  wordea 
oP  vanite  or  oP  vilonye  /  for  he  scbal  jelde  oP  hem  oconnt" 
aP  fie  day  oP  doome .  [379]  eet  whan  ho  heetJth 
or  asHUreth  to  do  finges  faf  he  may  noujt  pfrforme. 
eek*  whan  ^af  by  lightnes  or  foly  he  myesiitli 
or  Bcornef  his  'neighebor.  [380]  eek*  ivhan  he  haf  any 
wicked  suspeccioun  oP  putff  (tciP  he  wof  oP  if  no  soth- 
faatneaae.  [381]  ^eso  ^ingea  and  mo  wijioate  nonibra 
ben  synues  as  saith  aeinf  oustyn 

[382]  H  Now  scbal  men  Tnderatonde  Jiaf  al  be  it?  so 
J)af  noon  erfely  man  may  escbiewe  alle  venial  aynnea!  jif 
may  he  refreyne  bem  by  fe  brennyng*  louo  Jiaf  he 
hajj  to  oure  lord  iEu  criat  and  by  prayercs  and  by  confessioim 
and  ofer  goode  werkes.  bo  (lat  if  echal  buf  litil  greuo 
[3B3]  ^  ^°^  ^  saith  seinf  auatyn  H  }iP  a  man  loue  god 
in  such  a  manei  [laf  al  Jiaf  euer  he  doth  is  in  )>e 
I0U8  oP  god  or  for  Jie  loue  oP  god  verraily  for  he 
brennef  in  Jie  loue  oP  god  [384]  IT  loke  how  moche  fat? 
a  drope  oP  watir  faf  faJlith  iii  a  fumoj-s  ful  oP  fuyr 
aiinayeth  oP  grouethf  So  mocbe  annoyef  a  venJal 
synne  vnto  a  man  fat  la  pCT-Cyf  in  fe  loue  oP  ifiii 
crisf  [385]  IT  Men  may  also  refreyne  venial  syn lie  vntoaman 
by  resceyuyng*  oP  fw  precious  body  of* 
iha  crist/  [386]  hy  receynyng'  eek*  oP  holy  water, 
by  alniea  dede.  by  general  confes»ioan  oP  Cocfiteor 
af  masse  and  af  complyn  and  hlesaing"  oP 
biaschops  and  oP  preates  and  by  other  goode  werkis 
[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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[387]  V  fTow  it  is  bihonely  |niig<  to  telle  wbidie  ben 
dedlf  Bjanm  ■  f&if  ia  to  sayn  cluDeteyns 
of  eynnee.  alle  fAj  renne  in  oon  loos,  but*  in 
diuers  maners  now  ben  fiaj  cleped  chineteyns . 
For  als  mocbe  as  jmy  ben  chief'  and  apringera  of  alle 
o^en  aynnea  [388]  H  OP  fe  roote  of  fese  sanen  ajmnes ; 
funne  is  pride  )>e  general  synno  and  roote  of  alle  hannes  H  Foi 
of  ^is  roote  springen  general  branncbes.  Aa  Ire.  Enuye. 
accidie  or  slentbe.  aimrice  or  coueitiao.  to  oontmnne 
vnderstondynge .  glotonye  and  leccborie  [389]  H  And 
euerich  of  ^e  eynnes  hath  his  braunches  and  his 
twiggea  as  schal  h<y  dcclnrid  vi  here  chnpitrcs  folwinge. 

[^•o  li-'^nk  in  the  MS.] 

[390]  and  Jwngh  bo  lie  faf  no  ma»i  can  telle 
vtterly  fe  nombre  of  f e  twigges  and  of  fie  harm  Ji«f  come^  of 
pride  f  jit  wol  I  achewe  a  party  of  hem  as  je  acbol 
vnderstonde  [391]  IT  Ther  is  Inobedience.  auauntyng*. 
ypocrisye,  despit,  arragaifnce.  Imprudence.  Swellyng"  of 

hert>.  Insolence.  Elacioun.  [ 

.  .  .  no  gap  in  the  MS.]  pertinacie.  voinglorie.  and 
many  Bno)wr  twigge  \a\f  I  can  not  telle  ne  declare  [39a]  Ino- 
bedienf  is  lie  |iaf  disobeietli  for  despyf  to  ]>e  comaunde- 
mentj  of  god  and  to  hia  aonereigns.  and  to  hia  gostly 
fader.  [393]  Auauntour  is  he  ^f  bosteth  of  ^e  harm 
or  of  ^  bonnte  paf  he  ha^  don  [394}  V  ypoorisy  ie 
)iat  'hydeth  to  achewe  him  auch  as  he  is  and 
echewe))  him  snch  as  he  nof  is  [395]  H  Deapitoua 
is  he  yM  h»\  desdayn  of  his  neigbebour  \aV  is  to 
say  of  his  euen  cruten  or  ha^  deapif  to  doon  ^t 
him  ought  to  doon  [396]  T  Arragannt  ia  he  faf  tiinke|i 
YaV  he  hath  ^ilke  bonnt«eg  in  him  |iat  he  ha^  not  or 
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^^■■■^  !■•  :--n.ir^  j.i:r  w  is  ?ax  m  ii  m.-c.  {^.^j^  T  Isn- 
-.•vi.'T.~  s  2-i  iir  ;:t  'i:s  7CiM  jiisa.  dw  ichttBM  o?  hit 
r--'-.;  _T ;,;  ^  yj^'Crriir  :^  iecr  3>  wbia  a  r^jw 
-.  --:-Ji  ::.■_  :-  zara  Suj  i*  hi^  im  ;;>99;;  T  Inso 
;■■"  ::;  ■-■!  >i-  Li-.^,±.  3.  >i!  hjgeowar  alia  o(wt 
:  .r  l;  -■  >ci-L  :r  1j  Tilieti  *=.!  .;f  Em  <.,->aaTitr  A  ff 
i-i  ;--^ ■{—:.-  1.  L  :7  Ij;  "rerrir  ^icc]  T  ELic£-j«n  is  wh»n 
b;  =JT  -■:■:;  i.Lr>  ;:  ii::f  saasec  im  feLtwv  [4^1] 
T  I^rouiv--^  ,4  1^  hu  w^  z-;r  wo  I-fci«sfiy  ne  Tmier- 
__,  r  li^  ■^-..■?*  1Z.I  r.T  KIT?  werrsf  tioa^  -wiiTog* 
•.::T:.i,i  L;  :,Ll-?  *;;^  ^  Conlinux  19  h*  far 
;■  -:j':  _:;  .z.'._;ti.;:'.-  is.-:  Lriiss  (airrch  atutoriw  ot 
:- -  :?  i  :ii  ^lT  re.;-  his  io:iJW,TO»  £403]  ^  p^ 
- .  -.::.'.::  is  ■=■:.;-  1  ^li-t  TTLle;^Ak::h  uiJ  emprisiifa  fat 
L:=.  :z^':.U  =,;i  :■:  i: .  ::  -.1;;*  ^ur  he  niiy  not*  doo,  and  f*r 
ii  :;Trf :  s-::?;^:::;:  ^  I rreu ???=,■«  «,  whao  men  doon  not" 
:.-:■!.-  f^r  i=  :-■;  ;  :v.j'"  :o  .i.vn.  and  wsTt«th  to  be 
t---iiTiz:i-'.  'i:i[  T  Fvr.-:;.i.'w  is.  whan  nun  defendith 
i.:;  f.:y?  arii  :r->:ff  :■?  mooh?  to  his  owne  witte  [405] 
'  VijT.  j'.rn^  :?.  ir  :.i  lime  pomp  and  delit  in 
l^rr.j.j^J  hf;^r.r.i-3  ar.  I  .-lorifie  him  in  worldly 
p-;aar  ^406'  •"  I;iu?-!yii,-  i^  whan  a  man  spekith  to 
moche  hifora  f.^lir  .t  ciii'pith  as  a  miUe  and  tftkeb  no 
keep  wh.ir  h-;  s.i;|i 

[407]    ami    jir    is    J»er   a   priue  spice   of    prido    btAf 
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oper  ia  vi^oute.  [410]  of  which  ao^ly  ^eaa  for- 
sayde  jiiDgea  and  mo  }&n  I  haue  eaid  apertejnen  to 
pride  Y&V  is  in  ^  herf  of*  a  man.  and  Jtaf  o)>er  spicea 
of  pride  bea  wi^oute  [411]  IT  But<  natheles  ^aV  oon 
of  yiee  spicoa  of  prida  ia  aigno  of  paV  0^1.  Rights 
aa  gay  leuesaelle  at*  |ie  taucrae  is  eigne  of  vyn 
paV  ia  ill  ^e  cater.  [412]  and  ^is  is  in  many  ^inges 
>as  in  Bpeche  and  couatienaunce  and  in  outrageoos  array  of 
clojiing'  [413]  V  For  certia  if  ^er  hadde  be  no  aynne 
in  clo^ing'f  crisV  wolde  nof  so soone  haue  notid  and epoka of 
J»  clofing*  of  filke  richo  man  in  f>e  gospol.  [414]  And 
eaith  seint  Gregorie  faf  precious  clofing*  ia  cou- 
pabla  for  derthe  of  it  and  for  his  schortaea.  and 
for  his  Btraungenes  and  disgisincs .  and  for  |)e  Bup«r- 
lluite .  or  for  pe  inordinat  sknntiiea  o^  it/  [415] 
Aila-t  many  man  may  sen  as  in  oiire  dnycs  Jte  synful 
coatlewe  array  of  clofing*    [ 

U'6] 

...  no  gajj]  which  faP  mAkid  ia  ao  dere  to  harm  of  pa 
poeple.  [417]  not"  oonly  pa  coat*  of  embrowdyng" 
pe  guyae  endentyng*  of  barryng".  /  Swandyng*.  palyng*. 
or  bendyng*.  and  eemblable  wasf  of  clo^ 
in  vanite  [418]  V  Biif  fier  ia  also  costlewe  farring<  in 
here  gownea  ao  mochil  pounsyng'  of  chieeles  to  make 
holes  so  mocha  daggyng<  of  scheria .  [419]  for  with 
pe  snperflnite  in  leng)>e  of  the  forsaide  gownea  tiayl- 
inga  in  pe  donge  and  in  ])e  myre  on  hors  and  eek*  on 
foote  aa  wel  of  man  as  of  woiitman  ^af  al  ^ilke 
tnylyDg<  ia  Tarray  aa  in  effect/  wasted  consumed  ^red- 
bare  and  lotyn  with  donge  ra^er  pan  it  ia  jeuan  to 
pe  pore  to  gret'  damage  of.  pe  forsaids  pore  folk'. 
[430}  and  ^af  in  sondiy  wise,  ^ia  is  to  aain  paV  pa 
more  }iat  clo)i  ia  wasUd  pe  more  mosf  it/  coate  to 
pa  poeple  for  pa  scarsenes  [43I]  and  for^rmore 
if  it  so  be  patf  pay  wolda  jine  anche  ponnsed  and 
prt^tm  S  S  8 
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en  for  delyf  patf  }ay  ben  bo  Taira  fat^  Aud  costlewe  [433] 
and  also  many  a  viciona  knaue  majntened  bjr 
caiiae  of"  hem  and  in  to  carious  harnoye  aa  in  Badalia  and 
bridlis  cropoun  and  peytreUa  coaered  wt'tA  preciona 
clo|iing<  and  riche  baires  and  [^ates  of  gold  and  of 
siluer  [434]  For  whicha  god  saithe  by  jacharie  pa 
prophetfl  IF  I  wol  confounde  )ie  cydere  of  snch  horsifi 
[435}  ^  These  folic  take  litil  reward  of  )«  ryding*  of 
goddea  aone  of  benen  and  of  his  hameya  whan  he  rodo 
vpon  an  asse .  and  hadde  noon  o^er  hameys  but* 
^e  closing'  of  his  disciples  newe .  V  Se  rede  I  nof 
Jaf  euer  he  rode  on  ofer  beest^  [43^]  ^  I  speke  |)i3 
for  fe  aynne  of  superfiuito  and  nou;t;<  for  resonable 
honesb:  whan  resoun  if  rcqniritli  [437]  IT  And  forfer  oucr 
certes  pride  is  gretly  notified  in  holdyng*  of  gref  meyna 
whan  fay  ben  of  litil  pi'ofyP  or  of  right"  no  profyf. 
[438]  and  namely  whan  (jaP  meyne  is  felenoua  and  daun- 
gerous  to  ^  poeple  by  hardjnesse  of  lordachipe  or  by 
way  of  offices  [439]  l'o[r]  certes  sucbe  lordes  aeJle 
fanne  here  lordschipe  to  fo  deuel  of  hella  whan  (toy 
sosteyne  fe  wickidnea  of  here  meyne  [440]  or  elles 
whan  peae  folk"  of  lowe  degie  as  is  )>ilke  faf  holden 
hostilriea  and  susteyna  fe  fafte  of  here  hoatilera 
and  ^t  ie  in  many  maneres  of  diaceytes . 
[441]  filke  maner  of  folk*  ben  fe  flyes  }&V  folwen 
fe  bony  or  ellea  pe  hoondes  ^faV  folwen  fe  carayn . 
BUche  forsayde  folk  /  atrangelen  apinluelly  here  loidschipes 
[443]  for  whiche  fas  saith  danid  fe  pi-ophete  H  wikked 
deth  moot>  coma  vpon  auch  lordschipes.  &  god  jeae  fal^ 
fay  moof  deacende  in  to  hella  a  doun .  For  in 
here  honaea  ben  iniquites  and  Bchrewednesses  and  not'  god 
of  heuen.  [443]  and  certea  buf  fay  do  amende- 
menf .  rigBf  so  as  god  }af  his  beniaotm  to  pharao  by  fe 
seniice  of  lacoh  and  to  balan  fe  eeruice  of  loeeph . 
Right*  BO  god  wil  jeae  hia  malisoun  to  such  lonlscbipes 
OS  suateyncn  fe  wikkednes  of  her  aeruauntes  but^  fay 
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t.:::.t::  t.::.t:.;',;;  ■■..:  [ha]  «■  Pridt  of  }«  table  apperiUi 
1-,;  :-fi*.  5r  i-'r-r?  ri  be  men  "bn  cleped  to  f«ta 
hiij  ji'.'r*  f.lir  Mn  j''^r  avay  and  rebnlad  [445I  *r  AXmn 
iii  ti't-me  tf  iljtre  Eiens  and  diutia  aad  namely 
'.f  ra.lie  EiSier  cf  bake  meta*  brmajngi  of* 
irili*-  fair  'sr,i  fifrjnwi  and  easUlid  iri^  papire  umI 
MiL-.-IaUe  TTi-;  .  h-j  ym  ir  is  atnadonn  for  to  ^inke  [44G] 
kTjd  t*ir  ia  grwr  pr«i5Ti=ne8  of  Teasel  &  in  (nuioosn^Bc 
t.'f  T<^^'-I  aai  ('f  nrnstralcre  1)T  ^  whicbe  a  man  isatiied  b« 
more  W  IvIiiU  of  lainrie  [447]  if  so  be  that'  ^j  Mtte  ha 
Lert<  fe  li?^;  tj>?3  oure  lord  ihu  crist*  T  Ceiteyu  it^  la  « 
evLLt.  and  ctrtpinJv  fe  delites  mighte  bo  ao  gnta 
in  ^  ca-is  fi"  m«n  mig&Ie  lightly  falls  bj  hem  in  to 
(I'^JiV  rvtiTie  [448]  "^  fe  espicea  fat"  aomdren  of*  prids 
solely  it'lixm  ^y  sourdren  of  malice  ymagined  and  aoiaed. 
af'jm  ta^t  or  elles  of  rsage  ben  dedlj  synnea  it  ia 
no  <lout* .  [449]  and  whau  fay  Bouiden  by  frelte  Tn- 
auy.seil  sodi-iiily  and  eodeinly  iri^drawe  agayn  al  bs 
J)ay  greuous  synnw  I  gesse  fay  ben  not 
d'»lly  [450]  Xow  mighte  men  axe  whet-of^  pride 
sourdeth  and  apringeth  fi  I  say  Bom  tymo  iff 
f<[jringitli   of    Jie   goodea   of    nature  /  and  som  tyme  of" 

f.:  goodes  of'  [ ■     .    no  gap] 

grace.  [451]  cert«s  gooUea  of  nature  stonden 
<)u))er  in  goodcs  of  body  or  goodes  of  soule  ("4521 
H     Certis    f  0     goodes     of    body    ben    hele    of*    body . 
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T  Xovr  as  for  to  speke  of  goodes  of  nature  f  god  wof  )wt 
■om  tyme  we  haue  hem  in  nature  as  moche  as  to  oura 
damage  as  to  oure  profit  [45S]  H  As  for  to  speke  of* 
hele  of  body,  certes  it  passitb  ful  lightly,  and  eet  it 
is  ful  ofia  enchesonn  of  ^e  sikneaae  of  Jis  souls  [.    .     .     . 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

V  And  ^fore  Jie  more  }aV  onre  body  is  hool  }e  more 
be  we  in  peril  to  falle  [459]  H  Eke  for  to  pride  him  in 
his  streng^  of  body  it  is  a  foly .  for  certes 
^e  fleiach  coueytith  ^ain  pe  spirit .  aud  ay  )ie  more 
strong*  fat"  }»  fleiach  is  |»e  aorier  may  {»  souls  bo  / 
[460]  and  ouer  al  ^is  8treii^|)e  of  body  and  worldly 
hardynsB  cause^  ful  ofte  many  man  to  peril  and 
meschaunce  [46 1  ]  Eak"  for  to  pride  him  of  his 
gentrie  is  ful  gret"  fulycf  For  often  tyma  |je  gentrie  of  fe 
body  bynymeth  pe  yentcry  of  |)o  soule  IT  And  we 
ben  all«  of  oon  fader  end  of  oon  mo<ler  &  alU  we  ben 
of  oon  naturo  roten  aud  corrupt  riche  and  pore 
[462]  f  For  sofe  oon  manet  gentry  is  for  to  praysa 
f af  apparoille^  mawnes  corrage  with  vettues  and  moralitees 
and  makith  him  criates  child  [463]  H  For  trusti)i  wel 
ouer  what*  man  y^if  sytine  ha^  maistry!  he  is  verray 
cherl  to  synne 

[464]  IT  Now  ben  )ier  general  synnee  of  gentilesce 
as  schewyngi  of  vice  &  rybaudrie  and  semage  of 
synno.  in  word  in  werk<  and  contenaunee  [465]  V  And 
Tsinge  Tsrtu  curteeie  and  dennes  /  and  to  be 
liberal  ta.V  is  to  sayn  large  by  mesure .  for  fiilke  patf 
pasdth  mesure  is  foly  and  synne  [466]  II  And  ano)>er  is 
to  remembre  him  of  bounte  ]»f  he  of  o^  folk*  hafi 
resceyued  [467]  H  Another  Is  to  be  bentgne  to  his  goode 
snbiectia  IT  wherfore  as  laifi  senek*.  H  Ther  is  no  ^ing*  more 
couenable  to  a  man  of  heigh  estate  ^an  debonairte 
and  pite  [468]  ^  And  ferton  J)ise  flies  faff  men 
clepen  bees  whan  ^7  make  here  king^f  )iay  chesen 
oon  paff  hif  no  pricke  wher  wi^  fae  may  stynge  [469] 


lof'-r  Li.  a  man  to  haw  a.  noble  herte  i  a  diligenff 
iili-;:,'n«  to  hiho  v-rtuoua  ^inges  [470]  ■[  Cada 
wliii  (liif  iiri.lt'tii  him  in  }e  deedes  uf  grace  :  ia  eet  an 
V-r-.n-s  fm-1  •!  For  (tilte  jiftea  of  grwce  ^  schnMa 
;  l-t..ni.i.l  him  to  goodnea  and  modicyne;  tometh 
M  vuvm  ana  u  confuaiimn  as  sai^  seint?  grfgorr 
;  •"  r.-rtia  alao.  wh.>30  pridith  Um  in  j^  goodea  oP 
i;;.- .  Ill'  is  3  ful  .irref  fool  ?  For  aom  tyme  ia  a  man  a 
l..ii  hy  >a  morwe  («»p  ia  a  caytif'  and  a  wrwchs 
'-■"i.^fit.  UT-iI  •i-AjiJaomtyme  ^tidieaof-amania 
.!  ..r  hw  deth.  .  '•[  Som  tyme  )»  deHce  ia 
.■  of'  hiH  -T«uoua  maledj-o  (turgll  which  he  deieth 
,\  '  L'frtiji  fi!  conimendaciown  of"  fte  poeple  ia  som- 
-  l'.;l  l\iU  and  ful  hnuil  for  to  troete  .  bis  day  baj 
>.:;  t.i  nu.rwft  fay  hbme  [474]  fl  God  woof  deair  to 
1  .■■ii„mi-udai;ii.«n  of-  |w  poeple  haft  cauaid  deth  oP 
y  a  Irisy  m:w  [475]  "i  Xow  aith  ao  ia.  ^e  je  han  herd  and 
T'l-ihili-  what  ia  pride.  And  whiche  ben  pe  smces  of 
iiid  whcna  piide  sourdeth  and  sprin^^ ; 


[.V„  sfyp  in  the  3IS.] 


[WM  N 


^f  vnderstondft.  which  i«  ^  i«medy 
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no  man  [480]  H  The  ))rid  u.  whan  he  ne 
rekki^  nougbf  ^ugh  a  man  holds  him  noujt'  wortii  11  Th« 
fer^e  is  whan  be  holde^  him  nongfif  aoTj  of"  his  humiliacioun 
[481]  H  Also  |ie  humilite  of*  mouth  is  in  fouie  Jiingea .  In 
attempre  epeche.  and  in  humbles  of  speche.  and 
he  byknowith  vif  hie  owne  moath  p&V  he  is 
aucb  as  bim  ^enkith  }a.V  he  is  in  herte.  Anajier 
is  wban  be  praisith  fa  bounte  o^  ano^r  man  and 
no  ^ingi  ferof'  amenuBith  [482]  H  Humilite  eek*  in 
werk*  is  in  foate  maneres  H  The  fiisf  is  whan  be  pnttitb 
o^  men  tofom  him  II  ^  aecounde  is  to  cbese  }ie 
levedesf  place  oner  al  H  fe  (trid  is  gladly  to  assente 
to  good  connseil  [483]  H  fs  fer]ie  b  gladly  to  atonde  to 
tbaward  of  bia  aoaereyns  or  of  him  paif  is  in  heigber 
degie .  certeyn  fis  ia  a  gref  work'  of"  bumilite 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
[484]  IT  De  Innidia .     [in  marffirt] 

AFter  pride  now  wol  I  apeke  of  Jie  foule  synne  of  Envye 
which  f**"  is  as  by  fe  word  oP  fo  philoaophre. 
soiwe  of  other  nienncs  pj'osperite  IT  And  after  Jw 
word  of"  seinf  austyn.  is  it  sorwe  of  o))er  mennea 
wele  Se  ioye  of  ofei  mennea  barm  [485]  T  This 
foule  synne  ia  platly  agayns  ^e  holy  gosf .  al  be  it  so 
Jatf  enerj  aynne  is  agayn  the  holy  goaf!  jitf  nathelea 
for  as  mocbe  as  bounte  aperteyneth  proprely  to  ^ 
holy  gosf.  and  enuye  proprely  is  malice '.  ^r- 
fore  ia  if  proprely  agayns  ^e  bounte  o^  fo  holy  gost 
[486]  U  Now  haf  malice  'tuo  spices  .  fatf  ia  to  sayn 
haidnes  of  heif  in  wickednea  or  ellis  ^  fleisch  ot 
man  is  blynd  Jiaf  he   conaidereth  nof   ^f   he    is   in 

tysne   [. no  gap]  which 

is  |ie  faaidnes  of  the  deuyl  [487]  H  Thaf  sjier 
spice  of*  ennye  is  .  whan  a  man  warieth  troitf« 
and  wof  |nf  it  ia  trou^.  and  eek*  whan 
he    warieth    fo    grace     ^f    god    ha.f     ]eue     to    his 
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neighebor  and  al  ^is  is  by  eimye  [488]  9  Ccrtes 
fmn  U  enuye  ^e  worato  eynne  fat?  is  II  For  sotliely 
alle  o^r  synnes  ben  somtyme  oonly  againa  oon  epecial 
Tortu  [489]  f  Biif  certee  enuye  is  agayns  alle  T^rtues 
and  agayns  al  goodnea.  for  it  is  soiy  of  alls  ]» 
baunteea  of  his  ncighebor  H  And  in  fi»  nianei  it  is 
diuera  from  alle  |ie  synnes.  [490]  II  For  wel  vnnefie 
is  fer  any  aynne  )iat?  he  ne  hath  soni  delit  iu  himself 
ssuf  oonly  enuye  faf  euei  hath  in  it  self  anguiwA  and 
Borwe  [491]  H  The  spices  of  enuye  ben  feae  1!  Ther  is 
tirst*  soTwe  of  o^r  mennes  goodnes  and  of  her  proa- 
pcrito .  and  proap^rite  is  kyndely  matier  of  ioye . 
fanne  is  ennye  a  synne  agayns  kynde  [491]  ^  The 
secounde  apice  of  enuye.  is  ioye  of  0^  mennes  harm . 
and  [tat'  is  propiely  lit  to  the  deuyl  fAif  ener  iei<^eth 
him  of  mennes  harm  [493]  ^  Of  fiese  tuo  spicea  come^ 
bocbityngi.  and  pia  synne  of  bakbytyng*  01  detraccioun 
hath  oertein  spices  as  ]ms  V  Som  man  praiseth  his 
ncigliebor  by  a  wickid  entenf.  [494]  For  he  nutkith 
nlway  a  mckid  knotte  atte  last  ende.  alway  he 
niakith  a  hut<.  at  fe  lasf  ende  faf  is  finff  of  more 
blumo  fian  worth  is  ol  ]ie  piaysing*  [495]  ^  The  secoaiKla 
epice  is  fat  if  a  man  be  good  and  doth  or  aaip  a 
fing'  to  good  ententf  fe  bacbiter  wol  tome  al  ^ilke 
gooduea  vpao-doun  to  his  schreired  entenf.  [496] 
)}e  fridde    is    to    amenuse    fe    bounte    of    his    neighe- 
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[500]  agayns  god  is  it.  whan  a  man  gniccUitb  agayn 
pyne  of  belle  or  agaTns  ponerte.  or  of  loase  of  catel. 
or  agayn  mjq  or  tempeef  ^or  ellea  gnicchi^  ^f  echrevres 
haa  proaperite  or  ellis  faV  goode  men  ban  ad- 
netsite.  [501]  and  alia  ^ese  Jiinges  scliulde  men  suffre 
pacienUy.  for  ^nj  come  hj  tightful  ioggemenf  and 
ordinaunce  of  god  [502]  V  Som  tjme  comath  giacc)iiiig<  of 
aoaiice  as  Indas  graccbed  ajena  ^  Maudeleyn  wbau 
Bcbo  auoynted  fa  bed  of  oura  lord  ihu  criaV  with  btr 
preciouB  oynement.  [503]  )>is  manor  murmiir  is  swicb 
as  man  grucchitli  of  goodnes  ^af  bitnself 
do^  or  ^f  o^er  folk*  doon  of  bere  owne  catel  [504] 
IT  Som  tyme  comef  murmar  of  pride,  as  wlian  Symon 
^e  pharise  grucchid  agayn  ^e  maudeloyn  whan 
ecbe  approchid  to  ihu  crisV  and  wepte  at  bis  feef  for  fair 
synnes .  [5^5]  And  somtytne  it  sourditli  of 
ennye  whan  men  diacouercn  a  niannes  harm  fatf  wua 
priue  or  bere^  him  on  liond  fiing*  fiat*  is  fals  [506] 
■  H  Murmuryng"  cek*  ia  ofto  among"  seruauntj  Jiaf  grucchcn 
whan  here  eouerayna  bidden  hem  to  doon  leefiU  Jiinges. 
[507]  and  for  as  luocbe  as  fi^iy  dar  nou}f  openly  wi^tonde 
the  comasndement}  of  here  sonerayns!  jit  wol  thay  sayn 
barm  and  grucche  and  murmuce  priuely  for  verray 
despit  /  [508]  whicha  wordes  men  clepe  Je  deueiea 
pater  noslet.  ^ough  so  be  faV  ^e  deuel  hadde 
neuer  pater  aogter  but*  faV  lewed  men  calle  if  bo 
[509]  H  Som  tyme  it  comef  of  Ire  of 
priae  hate  ^f  noriecbeth  rancour  in  berte  as 
I  Bchal  declan.  [510]  Jianne  come))  eet  bittemes  of 
berte .  ^rugb  which  hittemessa  ensry  good  deedo  of  his 
neigheboie  seme^  to  him  bitter  and  Tnsaaery  [511] 
U  But*  ^ne  oomef)  discoid  fiaf  vnbyndeth  alle  maner 
of  frendscbipe.  ^necome^  ecomynge.  of  [.     .... 

no  gap'\  bis  iieigbe- 

bor    al    do    he    neuer   so    wel.     [512]     ^anne    come)i 
accusyng' .  as  whan  man  seketh  occasioun  to  annoyen  his 
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nL'igti<;1>ore  which  ))af  is  hk*  )m  craft'  of  po  deu«l 
)iaf  waj-tith  bo)>e  nighf  aud  da^  to  accuse  va  alle 
[S'S]  '  |)aniie  come))  malignite  J»urgh  which  a  man 
annoyeth  liis  neighcbor  priuely  if*  he  may ,  [j  14]  And  if"  ha 
nof  may  algate  his  wikkid  while  schal  nought*  wants 
aa  for  to  hrenne  his  hous  priuely  or  empoyBone  or  sleea 
Ills  bestia  priuuly  and  eemblable  fiingea 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
[515]  ^  Remedium  conti'a  Inuidiam,    [Jrom  the  marffiii] 

NOw  wol  I  speko  of  fta  remedies  agayns  {lise  foule 
|)inges  and  yi9  foule  aynne  of  eaoye  H  Firsf  is  {«  loue 
of*  god  principal  and  louynge  of  his  neighebor  as  himself^ . 
IT  Sojjoly  faf  00  n  ne  may  noi^ht*  ben  wi)ioute  pat 
oftcr  [516]  fl  And  truste  wel  faf  in  fe  name  of  fy 
neigliebour  Jjou  'ecbalf  Tndeistondo  fe  name  oP  fy 
broker .  For  alle  we  haue  oon  fader  fleisBclily  and  oon 
moodei  ^at*  ia  to  sain  adnm  and  eua  and  euk*  oon  fader 
epiritael  &  faf  is  god  of  heuen.  [517]  Jjy 
neghliebor  artow  holden  for  to  loue,  [ 
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menf  for  if  it  w«re  resoun  that*  man  sclmlde  hate  his 
enemy  Fo^Ba^  god  nolde  aou;t<  receyue  vb  to  his  loue 
^f  ben  his  enemya  [534]  %  Agains  ^re  maner  of* 
wrongea  ^al'  hia  enemy  do^  to  bim  he  scbal  do  |ire 
Jiinges  as  }>us.  [535]  agayna  hat«  and  laucour  of  herte 
he  scbal  loue  tiim  in  herte .  Agayns  chydyng*  and  wicked 
wordea  he  scbal  pray  for  his  enemye.  agaios  wikked 
dede  of"  his  enemy  be  sohal  doon  him  bounte  [516]  %  For 
crista  saith  loue)>  jouie  enemyes  and  |)raye|i  for  hem 
^f  )ow  chacen  and  purseweu.  and 

do^         bonnte         to         hem         ^af        jov        haten . 

[ 

....  no  gap.]  [527]  I^or  sotbely  nature  drine^  vs 
to  lous  oure  frcniles  /  and  p/ir  fay  oure  enemyea  ban 
more  neede  to  loue  fan  oure  freiides  H  For  aothely  to  hem  f&V 
more  noede  hauc  certis  to  liera  schiil  men  do  gooil- 
ues.  [528]  And  certi:*  in  filke  Uede  liane  we  by  remem- 
bi-»unce  of  |>e  loue  of'  ihu  ccjsP  faP  dyed  for  hia 
enemys  [5^9]  H  And  in  ala  mocbe  as  ^ilke  lous  is 
more  greuous  to  partorme  1  so  nintlie  is  Jie  more 
gret  remedye  &  meryt'  IT  And  ferfore  po  louyng*  of"  oure 
enemy  ha^  confouudid  the  venym  of"  fe  deuel. 
[530]  For  right"  as  fe  deuel  is  confounilid  by  humilite ! 
liighf  so  is  he  wonndid  to  fo  doth  by  loue  of  oure 
enemy  [531]  H  Certea  fanne  is  loue  fa  medicine  faf 
cBstith  out*  fa  venym  of  enuye  fro  mannea  herf.  [531] 
the  Bpicea  of  )iiB  part* '  schuln  be  more  laigelj  declared  in  here 
cbapitres  folwynge 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 

^  De  In .     [/rom  the  mat-gin] 
[533] 

AFter  ennya  wol  I  descryuen  fe  synne  of  Ire .  For 
8o))ely  who  so  ha|)  enuye  vpon  his  neigbebot  ■ 
anoon  he  wol  comunly  fynde  him  a  matiera  of 
wra)>pe  in  word  or  in  dede  agayns  him  to  whom 
he  ha)i  envie.   [534]  and  as  wel  come^   Ire  of   prida 
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OS  of'  ciiuye  IT  Fur  sojily  he  faf  b  proud  or  euujous 
is  lislitly  wr.)tli . 

[S35]  ("'^  synno  of  Ire  after  fe  descryuyng'  oP 
seinl'  auatyn  is  wikkeJ  wille  to  ben  auengid  br 
word  or  liy  deJo  [536]  ^  Ire  afte  fe  philosofer  is 
fe  feraeof  blood  of-  man  I-quikcd  ia  liis  herf  ^urgh 
Afbicb  ho  wolde  barm  to  htm  fat/  him  hatif)  [537]  V  For 
ccrtcs  fe  herf  of'  man  by  eschawfyng"  and  moniyng<  oP 
bis  blood  waxitli  so  trouble  /  p&V  he  ia  ouf  ot<  alle 
luggements  of"  reHO«Q  [538]  fl  Hut  jo  Bchal  vnder-atonde 
f;iP  ire  ia  in  tuo  mancres.  fmf  oon  of  hem  is  good. 
fat*  ofcr  is  wikko  [s39]  ^  The  good  Ire  is  by 
iii lousy    of'    gooilnesse    JiurgB    which    a    man     is    vrrob 

wiji  wikkiJiies .  and  [ no  gap]  per- 

forc  saitb  a  wise  man  f&V  ire  ia  bel^  ^an  play .  [540] 
Tills  Ire  is  with  deboncirete.  and  it  is  vriop  vip- 
onte  bitterncs .  not*  wroth  wt'tft  fe  man '.  huV 
wnif  wi|)  (10  niys  dedes  oP  fo  man  aa  sai^  ^ 
pivipbet  dauid1IIm«cim//ii&nolitepec''Mce.  &ci[s4i]'!FNow 
vnderstoinle     fuf     wlkked      Ire      is      in     tuo      mantra 
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right*  so  u  fuyr  ia  more  mighty  to  destroye  erjiely 
Jiiiiges  Jjon  eny  ojter  elemenf '.  Righf  so  Ire  ia  mighty  to 
deetroye  alia  apirituel  frngee  [548]  %  loke  how  Jiaf 
fuyr  of<  smale  gledis  ^af  ben  almost'  dede  vnder  asshen 
volden  quiken  agayu  nhan  f&j  ben  touched  [.     .     .     . 

.  .  .  .  no  gap  in  the  MS.]  ^by  pride  faff  is  couered  in 
mannes  herte  [549]  H  For  certes  fuyr  may  noujt  come 

onf  of"  no  Jing"  [. no  gap] 

natuielly  as  fuyr  is  draws  out*  ot  flintes  with  steel 
[550]  It  Bighf  80  as  pride  is  often  tyme  mat«T  of  Irof 
Right' so  is  Rancour  norice  and  keperoflre  [551]  11  Thee  is 
a  maner  tree  as  eai|)  seint  lBydr«  .  Jiaf  whan  men 
makcu  fuyr  oP  filke  tree  and  couer  fe  colis  wijt 
Bsshen  !  Bofly  pe  fuyr  of  if  ivol  lasteu  al  a  jer  or  more. 
[55a]  And  right*  so  farcf  if  of'  rancour  whan  if  oones  is 
conceyued  in  fo  licrtia  of  eoiu  men '.  certein  it  wol 
laaten  fro  oon  c^tren  day  vntil  ano^er 
ester  day  and  more.  [553]  buf  certis  ^ilke  mavt 
ia  fill  fer  fro  fe  mercy  of"  god  al  (lilke  wliile 

[554]  ^  I"  t*'^  fursiiiJe  dcuelcs  furnaya  fer 
forgen  )ire  schrewes .  pride  fat/  ay  blowith  &  encreaith 
fe  fuyr  by  chidyng*  and  wickid  wordis  [555]  IT  fauna 
stont  enuye  and  blowith  fe  hoote  Iren  vpon  fe  hert/ 
of"  man  wif  a  paire  of"  longs  tongea  of  rancour 
[556]  and  fanne  fe  sinne  oP  contumelie  or 
strip  and  cheate  and  baterith  and  furgeth  by  vileyns 
repreuyngea  [557]  ^  Certes  fis  cursed  synne  annoyeth 
bofe  to  fe  man  himsilP  and  eek*  to  bis  neighebor 
H  Foi  Bofely  almoaf  al  fe  harm  faf  eny  man 
doth  to  his  neigbebour  comef  fntgh  wraffe  [558]  IT  For 
certis  outrageous  wrsffe  dof  al  faf  euer  fe 
denyl  him  comaundeth.  For  he  ne  sparef  neyfer 
crisV  ne  his  moodir.  [559]  and  in  his  out- 
rage anger  and  Ire.  alias  ful  many  oon 
«f     ^V     tyme     felitk    in    his    hcrte     ful     wtkkedly 
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daggid  clofing*  to  fie  pore  folk*,  if  is  not^  conucnieut 
to  were  to  tlie  pore  folk*  ne  suffinaunf  to  beete  here  uecessite 
to  kepe  hem  fro  ^e  dcsperance  of<  ^e  firm  nine  J(f 
[422]  IT  vpon  faf  ofer  sjde  to  apeke  of  Jte  horrible 
disordinat  scautnea  of*  closing',  aa  ben  fesa  cuttid 
tiloppia  or  Analets  )iaf  ^iirgb  her  schoi'tnea  na 
couvretli  not*  |>e  schajuful  membra  of*  man  to  wickid 
entent  [423]  Alaa  som  men  ot  hem  acbewen  Jie  schap  aiij 
^  boce  of  the  horrible  awollea  membres  JiaP  aemeth 
like  to  fu  maledies  of'  liirnia  iu  fe  wrapping*  of  here  hose  / 
[424]  and  cck'  ^e  buttokes  of<  hem  ^af  fareii  iis  it  were 
fe  hindiT  part  of'  a.  eche  ape  in  fe  fulle  oP  fe  moone 
[425]  V  And  more  oner  fe  wrocchid  swollen  membres 
fat*  (lay  schewe  furgh  Jesgysyng-  hi  departyng*  of 
here  hoses  in  whyf  and  reed  seemith  )>at  half  )ie  schame- 
fiil  priue  membres  were  flayn.  [426]  And  if*  it  so  be  ^af 
pay  depart*  here  hoseii  in  ofer  colours,  as  it  whit 
and  hhew .  or  whit  and  blak*  and  reed  and  no 
forth-  [417]  Jianne  semith  it  ^as  by  variaunce  of  colour 
pnV  half  fe  party  of  hia  priuy  membris  ben  corrupt" 
by  fe  fiiyr  of  seinP  aatoiiy  or  by  cancre  or  by  other 
such  mesthaunce  [428]^  Andjlt  offehynderpurtyeof  hera 
buttokee  it*  is  ful  horrible  for  to  see .  For  certia  in  pai 
]iartia  of  here  body  (icr  as  fay  putgen  her  stynkyng" 
ordure  [429]  faP  foiile  jwv/'ty  schewe  fay  to  fe  poeple 
proudly  in  despyf  of  honeete  which  hones  to  fat* 
ihu  Crist'  and  his  frendes  ohs^i'ueden  to  schewcn  in  his 
lif  [430]  IT  Now  aa  of  fe  outrageous  array  of  wonimcn  . 
(iod  wot*,  faf  fough  fe  visage  of  some  of  hem  seitio 
ful  chaste  aiul  debonaire '  jif  notifyo  f ny  in  here  array  ot* 
nttyre  licorousuesse  and  pride  [431]  I  any  nof  faf 
honeate  in  clofing*  of  niaji  or  wot«man  is  vncouen- 
able  ^  Buf  ccrtis  fa  supfrfluito  or  disordinat^  Hkantnei 
of  clojiing'  is  repreuable  [432]  ^  Also  fe  synne  of" 
liere  ornament"  or  of  apparaile  as  in  f  tnges  fat'  aperlayiien 
to  rydyng*  aa  in   to  mnny  delicaf  horses  fat  bon  hold- 
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nun  [571]  ^  Manslaujter  in  dede  is  in  fonre  maneres 
H  That>  oon  is  bf  lawe.  Righf  as  a  laatice  datnpnith 
him  ^af  is  coiipable  to  ^e  deth.  Buf  lef  pa  lustice 
be  war  )iat>  ba  do  it  rigbtfullf  and  faV  be  do  it  noughf 
for  delif  to  epille  blood!  buf  for  kepiflg*  of  rigbtnds- 
nes  [573]  ^  Auo^  homicidy  is  doon  for 
neceaaite.  aa  wban  a  man  sleti  ano)>er  bim  defendauuf. 
and  paV  be  may  noon  o))er  wise  eschape  fro  bis 
detb.  [573]  but?  certeynly  if  be  may  escape  wi|)- 
oute  slaughter  of  his  adueraarie  and  sleth  bim 
he  doth  synne  and  he  schal  bere  penaunce  aa  for  dedly 
ayuna.  [574]  H  Ek*  if<  a  man  by  caas  or  aducnture  acheta 
an  arwe  or  caaf  a  stoon  \t\p  wbich  ho  elefi  a  man' 
he  ia  an  homicide.  [575]  Eke  if  a  womraan  by  negligence 
ouerlye  hir  child  in  hir  sleping  if  is  homicide  and 
deedly  synne  [576]  II  Eke  wli.in  maw  distourbith  con- 
ccpcioun  of  a  child  and  makith  a  woniman  oujier  bareyii 
by  drinka  of  venenoua  lierbis  fiiirgh  wliiche  ache  may 
noujt^  conceyne  or  slelli  a  child  by  drynkea .  or 
elles  puttefi  certeyn  tiaterial  flngea  in  eecre 
place  to  slee  Jio  child.  [S77]  or  elles  dof  vnkyndely 
synne  by  which  man  or  womman  acheJith  here  nature 
in  nia[n]  or  in  place  f»er  as  ^e  chiJd  may  nought*  be  con- 
ceyued  .  or  ellis  if  a  womma[n]  bauo  conceyued  and  hurl^ 
hirself  and  aleth  ^  child  jit  is  if  horoycidie 
[578]  ^1f  Whaf  say  we  eefc"  of  Trommen  faf  mordren 
here  children  for  drede  of  worldly  echame.  Cert«s  an 
bomble  homicidy.  [579]  bomicidy  is  eet  if  a  mm  ap- 
proche  to  a  womman  by  deeir  of  leccbery  pwr^h  }o  which  ^e 
child  is  p«riBchf  or  elles  smitith  a  womman  wytyngly 
^Uigh  which  sche  aleeth  hir  child,  alle  )>eae  ben  homi- 

cidea  [. no  gtq)]  [580]  T  Jif  cometh  )ior  of 

Ire  many  mo  synnes  as  wel  in  word  aa  in  werk'  & 
fnughV,  Aa  he  ^at  arettith  vpon  god  and  blamith  god 
of  pmg  of  which  he  ia  himself  gnlty  01  deapiaith 
god  and  alle  his  halwes  as  doon  Jwse  cursed  hosardonTs 
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in  diuera  cuntreea,  [sSi]  >i8  cursed  sj-nne  don  (lay 
whan  fay  folen  in  liere  lierte  ful  irickidly  of"  god  and 
his  halwes  [583]  ^  also  \vhan  fay  treten  vnreuerently 
f e  sacramenf  of"  fo  auter .  f ilko  synne  is  ho  greV 
fat*  vnnejw  may  if  be  released  but*  faf  fe  mercy  oP 
god  pitsaith  alle  Iiis  werkes.  and  is  bo  gret  and  ao 
benigne  [583]  H  Thacno  comef  of  Ire  attry  anger 
whan  a  raati  is  scharply  amonested  in  his  schrifta  to  for- 
lote  syime !  [584]  fanne  wol  he  be  angry  and 
ansivere  liokerly  and  angrily  and  defenden  or  excuscn 
his  synne  by  vnsledofastnoase  of  his  fleisch ,  or  elles  he 
dedo  it  to  holds  co-mpanye  with  hia  felawoa .  or 
ellis  he  saith  fo  feud  enlised  him.  [585]  or  ellea  he 
dide  if  for  his  jouthe .  or  ellis  his  complexioua  is  so 
corrageous    fat^    he    may    nof    forbere.    or    ellJa    it    is 

desteny .  as  he  aaith .    [. 

,  ,  tio  ijap]  if  comef  him  of  gentilesoe  oP  bis  auncetrie 
and  Eeniblable  fitiges  [5S6]  II  AUe  feso  mancr  of*  folk^ 
so  wrafipen  bem  in  bcre  synnes  faf  fay  wol  noujf 
deliiier  hemself*  H  For  sofely  no  wigbP  fat*  excuaeth 
him  wilfully  of*  hia  synno  may  nought  /  be  deliuerod  of*  his 
eynne    til    faf    he    niekely    biknowef   bis   synue.    [587] 

1  After  fia  fanne  [ iw  gap]  faf  ia  exprea 

agayna  fe  coniau/idomontj  of-  god  &  fis  bifaltilh  often 
oP  angir  and  of*  Ire  [5S8]  ^  God  saith.  fou  acbalf  not 
lake  fe  name  oP  fy  lord  god  in  vayn  or  in  ydil .  H  Also 
cure  lord  ihii  crisf  saitL  by  J«  word  of*  seinf .  Mat/iew 

[. HO  gap  in  the  MS.]  [5S9]  f  Ne  wol  jo 

nof  awere  in  olio  mancro.  neither  by 
lienen  for  it  la  goddes  trone .  ne  by  fe  eorfe  for  if  ia  fe 
benche  of*  bis  feef.  ne  by  ierTi^tilem'  for  it  is  fe  ute  ot' 
a  gref  king*,  ne  by  fin  heed!  fou  may 
make  an  her  whip  ne  blalc.  [590]  buf  sayeth  by  joiiro 
wonl  je .  je .  and  nay .  nay .  and  nhaf  if  is  more  i  it  /  ia 
oP  euel .  fua  aaith  ihu  cn'af  [591]  ^  For  cristea  soke  sweref 
nof  soaynfuily  in  dismembring'oP crisf .  for  Criatca  soke,  hi 
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aoule .  'heite .  1>ooaeB  and  body .  For  certes  it^  seme^  ^l'  je 
^nke  ftot'  caraed  levree  ne  diemembrif  noughf 
ynougH-fa  precious  peraone  oP  oriaf.  bnf  je  dismembra 
him  moio.  [591]  aod  if  ao  b«  fnV  fie  lawe  com- 
pelle  )Off  to  awera.  ^anne  leala  }ow  after  }>e  lawe  of 
god    in    }oiire  Bwering<  aa  asi^.    lermme   capUuio   .iiij** 

[. no  gap  in  tke  MS.]  f  Thou 

icbalt'  kepe  fma  coHdiciouna.  )iou  echalf  ewere  in  trou^ 
in  doom  and  in  rightwianea  [593]  ^ia  ia  to  aayn , 
^ti  achalf  Bweie  aoth.  For  euery  lesyng^  ia  agayna  criaf. 
for  criaV  is  venay  tivu|)e  and  yioik?  wel  )il3  ^f 
euery  gref  awerer  nof  compellid  lawfully  to  awen 
}ie  wonder  aclial  nof  departe  fro  Lia  houa  whil  he 
vseth  auch  vnleful  aweringe  [594]  H  fou  achalf  eelc  awere 
in  doom  whan  fiou  art*  const  reigned  by  ^y  domes- 
man  to  witnessa  fe  troupe.  [595]  eek*  ^ou  achalf 
nol^  awere  for  enuye  no  for  fiiuour  ne  for  meede 
bnt  /  for  rightwisncsse  for  declaring"  oP  if  to 
woTBchip  of  god  and  helping*  of*  fin  euen- 
criaten  [59^]  ^^^  pcriore  euery  man  faf 
takij>  goddes  name  in  ydil  or  falsly  aweri))  with 
hia  mouth  or  elles  takiji  on  him  pe  name  of  crial^ 
and  callith  himself'  a  cciaten  man  and  lyueth  ^yn  cristes 
lyuyng*  and  his  teching<  alle  fay  take  cnatea  name 
in  ydel  [597]  H  loke  oek"  what  aaith  seiaf  peter 
Actuum  ca*,  iiij'°  H  Non  eal^  aliad  nomen  anb  celo  &c  ^  Ther 
ia  noon  ofer  naoiB  saith  seinf  pet«r  vnder  heuen 
na  jenen  to  noon  men  in  which  Jny  mowe  be  saned  faf  is  to 
aayn  but'  in  fe  name  at'  ihii  cmf  [598]  ^  Tak^  heede  eek^ 
how  ft  precion*  name  of  eiiat'  aa  aaith  aeint*  poule 
ad  philippensea  .ij^  In  nomine  ihii  £c<  H  Thaf  in  |)e 
name    of*    ihu    enwy    kne    of    henenl;    cieatorea    or 

er^y  or  of  helle  schulde  bowe  and  [ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

tremble     to     beeren     it     nempned.     [599]     IT    Thanne 
■emef    if    fiaf    men    fiaf    sweren    so    horribly    by    his 
Ctnrmi  2  T  2 
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blessed  name  fiaf  ^y  despiio  it  mora  bodjij 
)>aa  dedo  ^  cursed  leires  or  dies  ^  dsuel  ^t^ 
tremblith  wlian  he  heerith  his  name 

[6oo]  H  Now  certis  sith  ^aV  aweriiig<  baf  Of  l» 
lan-fully  doon  is  so  heihlj  defendld!  moehe  wan  is 
forswcring*  fahly  and  jif  needeles 

[6oi]  what  saj  we  eek<  of  hem  yaV  deliten  hem 
in  swcring<  and  holden  tl^  a  gentery  or  manly  dede  /  to 
swcie  grete  otbis.  and  what*  of  hem  |wt<  of  Temj 
Tsnge  /  nc  ccssen  noujt;'  to  awere  giete  o^  al  be  nol^  pe  causa 
wot))  a  strawe '.  cerUs  ^ia  ia  hombls  aynne  [doal 
%  Sweryn^,^  sodeynly  wi^uf  auysemenV  ia  eek<  a 
synne  [603]  IT  But*  lef  vb  now  go  to  ^ilke  horrible  sweiyngi 
of  adiuraciouti  and  coiduraciouns  as  >doon  ^ese  Calu  en.- 
chauiitoura  or  nigronuinciens  in  bacinea  ful  ox 
in  a  brigfkf  Bwerd  in  a  chnrche  or  in  a  fup  or  in  ^  achaldor 
bon  of  a  scheep  [604]  H  I  can  not'  uyn  bnt>  ^i?  bay 
doun  curac«Uy  and  dampnably  agaiiu  te 
faith  of  lioly  chiidie 

[605]    whaf    say    we    of    hem    pM    bitieuen     on 
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and  to  damage  of  an  o^er  man  [6io]  H  Ano^er  leayng^ 
for  to  uue  hia  lif  or  his  catel  [.....  no  gap]  come]) 
oP  delit/  for  to  lye.  in  which  delil^  fiay  wol  forge  a  Jong" 
tale  and  paynte  it  with  alio  circuinetaunc«s  wber 
as  ^Q  ground  ot  ])e  tale  is  fals  [6ii]  H  Som  leayng 
come^.  For  he  wolde  siuteyne  his  word  H  Som  ieayngi 
cometh  of*  recbelesaes  wi))oute  auisemenf  and  eem- 
bUble  |)ingee 

[6ia]  II  lap  va  now  touche  fe  vice  of"  flaterie 
which  cometh  not  gladly  but  for  drede  or  for  coueitise 
[613]  U  Flaterie  ia  generally  wrongful  preyaing".  Flater- 
eis  ben  ^  deueles  notices  fnV  norisahen  hia  childten 
wif  mylk"  of"  fe  losingerie.  [614]  forsojie  Salamon  eaith 
Jaf  flaterie  is  worse  fan  detraccioun .  for  aom  tyme  de- 
traccioun  makith  an  ha\vt«yii  man  be  fe  more  humble 
for  he  dredith  detracciofm  H  But  certea  flaterie  makith 
a  man  to  enhaunaen  Iiis  liert/  and  his  countenaunce 
[615]  n  Flaterers  ben  Jie  dciiulea  cncbauntoura .  For 
fay  maken  man  to  wone  of'  himself'  faf  he  ia  like  to  faf  ho 
is  noujt^  like.   [616]  pay  ben   like   ludaa  faf  bitraised 

[ no  gap]  to  eelle  him 

to  his  enemy  faf  is  fe  dcuel  [617]  H  Flaterers  ben 
Jra  deneles  chapeleyns  paif  singen  ay ,  placebo . 
[618]  I  rekene  flaterers  in  fe  vices  of  Ire.  For  ofto 
tyme  if  oon  man  be  wrof  wif  aaoper.  fanne  wol 
he  fiatere  aom  man  to  mayntone  him  in  his  querel 

[619]  Speke  we  now  of*  such  cursyng*  aa  come)) 
ot  Irons  herf  malisoun  generally  may  be  said  euery 
maner  power  oP  barm .  such  ^curayng*  bireuef  man  fro 
fe  r^ne  ot  god  aa  saifi  seinf  poule  [Gao]  ^  And  ofte 
^me  BUcb  ciuByng<  wrongfully  retoume])  agayn  to 
hyn>  )iaf  cnraeth  aa  faf  retoume))  agayn  to  hia 
owne  nesf.  [611]  and  ouer  alle  fingcs  men  oughten 
eschewe  to  cursen  here  oughne  children  and  jiue  to  fe  deuel 
here  engendrure  as  ferfoith  as  in  hem  is  Certia  it  is 
greP  peril  and  gref  synne 
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[613]  •■  lef  V9  fanne  speko  oP  chy<]jnge  uid  reprocha 
'wliichc  ^:it'  ben  ful  ^Tete  wonnJea  in  nuuines  beif  [. 

no  ^p  in  the  US.} 

[613]  **  For  certU  vnne^  may  &  man  plainljr  ben 
jL-.-rrlil  vc'ih  liim  fa.V  him  openly  lenyled  uid 
r>']'r'Vtr"l  anil  •li^hundrid.  ^is  is  k  ful  grisly  mjaut 
a*  cii-r  s.iiili  in  fe  pfwpel.  [614]  aod  tekith  keep  now 
f.w  li"  faf  r-jir-i'.K'f  liis  nciglieljor.  oufer  he  reprooe^ 
him  hy  som  harm  of  peyne .    [ 

^25] tio  ffap  in  the  MS.} 

frinut;  t'lmitli  («  reprt'ef'  to  ihu  crisf.  For  peyne  is 
fi-nv  hy  ^n  ri..'1itu-is  sonde  of>  god  and  by  his  aoffikanca 
1)0  it  nic^-i-lrie  or  many  ofer  maladies.  [626]  and  if  ha 
T-[>r<-iit;  liitn  vncliaritubly  as  ^a  holoar  ^u  dronb- 
olcu-e  liarliif  an>I  so  forth  Jianiie  aperteyneth  ptOf 
tu  ft  Tii'-vsinf,"  oP  fo  deuel  faf  euer  ha)i  ioye 
J-.-il'  im-n  doi'in  !<ynnc.  [627]  And  certls  chidyng'  may 
n'.ii^rit'  coinn  Imf  out  of  a  vileins  herte  H  For  after  ^ 
nV>ii[i<luii'(.'c    nf'    fe    hertc    epckc))    ^    month    ful    ofto. 
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And  ^erton  aaith  Sttlamon  1[  An  houa  )>af  is  vncouered 
&  droppyng*  and  a  chidyng*  wyf  ben  like 
[633]  a  man  ^af  is  in  dropping'  bona  in  many 
partes  ^Ugh  Its  eachewe  fe  dropping'  in  oon  place  f 
iV  droppe^  on  him  in  ano^«r  place  H  So  faiith  if  by 
a  chjdinge  wjt".  Bnt^  ache  chide  him  in  oon  place  f  eche 
wol  chide  him  in  anofer  [633]  II  And  ^erfore  better  ia 
&  morsel  of<  bred  wit  A  ioye  |ian  an  hous  ful  ot 
delicefl  with  chyding^  aei|i  Salamon  [634]  '11  Seinf 
poul  saith  H  0  je  wommen  he  je  augettiji  to  }oure 
houahondes  as  bihoue[>  in  god .  And  je  men  loueth  }ouie 
wyaea  ad  Colocene««  iij°. 

[635]  H  Afterward  speke  we  of*  scomyng'  which  is  a 
wikked  |iing'  and  sinful  and  namely  wban  be  acoroith  a  man 
for  bis  goodo  workes  [636]  H  For  certoa  suche  acornea 
faren  lik*  fo  foiilo  toodo  fnf  may  nougfit  endure  fo 
aoote  arael  of  fo  vino  root«  wban  it 
floriacbith .  [637]  fcao  sconicrs  ben  partyng"  felawca 
wi)i  |)e  deuel .  For  Jiny  ban  ioye  wban  Jie  deuel 
wynnelb  and  sorwe  wban  be  leaetb 

[638]  11  Thay  ben  adueraariea  of*  Iha.  cnaf .  foe 
^y  haten  |)af  be  louetb  {jaf  ia  to  saye  aauacioun  of<  aoule 

[639]  Speke  we  now  of  wikked  counseU  1!  For  he  ^aV 
wickid  counaeil  jiueth.  he  ia  a  traytour.  for  be  deceyue)) 
him  )iaf  truate)>  in  bim  H  vf  acbitofel  ad  abaolonem 
H  Buf  na^Iee  jef  ia  hia  wikkid  counaeil  fiiaf  ajens  him- 
self* [640]  H  For  as  saith  the  wise  man  H  Euery  fals 
lyuyng*  ha]i  ^ia  proprete  in  him  self,  fatf  be  fiat' 
wil  annoye  anojwr  manf  he  annoyetb  firaf  himself. 
[641]  H  and  men  schul  rnderstonde  p&V  men  acbulde  nougbf 
take  hia  connaeil  of  fals  folk*  ne  of  angry  folk/  [.     .     . 

]   ne  of  folk*  ^af  louen  specially  to  mocbe  her 

onghueprofyt^ne  in  to  moche  worldly.  folk>.  namely  in  coun- 
Be)yng<  of>  eoulea 

[649]  Now  come)  fa  aynne  of  bem  }aV  sowen  and 
tnakea   discord  amongea   folk?  which  is   a  aynne    fiat/ 
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Crist'  half  f  outrely .  and  no  wonder  ia .  for  god  died 
for  to  make  concord .  [643]  and  more  schame  do  Jiay  to 
crisf  ^an  dodc  pay  fi  <r  him  crucifiede  H  For  god 
loui'lli  bcttrc  f:ir  fivndscbiiMj  be  amongcs  folk"  51  ^ann« 
he  dide  lii^  onue  ImxIv  niiieli  ))At/  he  jaf>  for  vnite. 
)-LTfiire  Ivu  fiiy  likucd  to  f^  deuel  ^af  etier  ben 
ub^iitL'  to  nuke  discord 

[644]  ^  Now  comitli  p«  siniie  o^  double  tonge .  suche 
as  s[ieken  faire  Lifuni  folk"  and  wikkedlj  bihynde  or 
clles  JiLiy  mnku  semblaunt  as  ^ugH  ]iay  speke  of 
go.id  cntc-ncioun  or  ellis  in  game  &  play  and  )it^  p^y 
ejicke  in  wikked  enlcnP 

[645]  f.  Xow  comeji  fe  \7reyins'  o^  connseil  ))urgh 
^vliii'h  a  ma'j  is  fauii'd  ^  Certea  vnaethe  may  he  restore  patf 
diiniiige 

[646]  ■:  Xow  come))  manace  faf  ia  an  open  foly.  For 
tie  fi.if  ofiu  maii[a]cclh  lie  threttith  more  Jtau  be  may 
jwrfuurnie  fut  ofte  tj-mo 

[647]  ^  2iow  comi'^  Idcl  irordca  ^al^  ia  vi|K>ute 
I'voryf  of'  bini  fat'  spekith  fo  wordes  and  oek*  of   him 


B1X-TUT   643 

OROITF  Z.    §  8.    pabson'b  tale.     Harleion  7334.     649 

yn-V  trauailen  In  ))e  seruice  of*  criaff  lUglif  so  confotten 
^  violenf  wordaa  and  kuakkis  and  iapories  hem  ^V 
tnuayle  in  ^  aeraice  of<   ^e  deuyl   [653]   S  These  bea 

Je  synoes  Jiat/  comeji  of  [ no  ^p]  Ire 

and  o^  ojrar  syimes 

[No  bnak  tn  the  MS.] 

[654]  V  Bemediam  contra  Irom 

REmedye  agayns  ire  is  s  vertae  fatf  men 
clepe  mtuiBuetude .  ^if  ia  deboueirte ,  And 
eet  toioper  vertue  }aV  men  clepe  pacienoe  or 
Buffeniunce . 

[655]  debonaiiete  wilidrawitli  and  restreigneji 
^e  Btiiinges  and  pe  mocuynges  of"  mannys  corrage  in  his 
herte  in  such  nianero  (>af  )iai  nc  skip  not*  ouf  by 
anger  ne  by  Ire  [656]  IT  Suffrannce  suffrith  swetely  al 
J)Q  ftnnoyaunce  and  f>e  «Tongu3  fiaf  men  Joon  to  man 
outward  [657]  IT  Seint  Icroni  saiji  fus  of-  debouairte . 
fat  it  doj  noon  harm  to  no  wighf  no  saith  ue  for  noon 
harm  faP  men  doon  ne  snyn.  ho  ne  eschaufilh  nought" 
agayna  his  resown  [658]  IT  This  vertu  coniifi  som  tyme  oP 
nature  It  For  as  saith  |)e  philosopher  man  is  a  quik* 
}>ing<  by  nature  and  tretable  to  gooduesae 
H  But?  whan  debonairate  ia  enformed  of  grace!  fan  is 
if  {le  more  vorf 

[659]  '  Pacience  faf  is  anofer  romedia.  agains  Ire 
is  a  vertu  faf  sofireth  swetely  euery  maunes  goodnes 
as  is  nof  Trof  for  noon  harm  faf  is  doon  to  him. 
[660]  fe  philosopher  saith  faf  pacience  is  filke 
Tertue  faf  sufliith  deboneiily  alle  fe  outrages  of^ 
ada«Tsite  and  euery  wickid  word  [661]  H  This  vertue 
makif  a  man  Ilk*  to  god  and  makith  faim  goddes 
onghne  dere  child  as  soif  cr&t  IT  fis  verta  destroyef 
fin  enemy  and  ferfore  saith  fe  wise  man  T  If*  fou 
■wolf  TenquiacK  fin  enemy  leme  to  suffre  [663]  IT  And 
foQ  schalf  Tnderatoude  fof  man  aofirith  foure  manera 
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of>     greuauncas     in     outvaTd     ))inges .      agains     whiche 
he  moot*  haue  foure  manere  of"  pacience 

[663]  H  Tho  firste  greuaujico  is  of  wicked  wordes. 
))ilke  suSred  Ibu  crisf  wi^ute  grucching'  ful 
paciently  whan  fie  iewea  despised  him  and  reproued  him 
fill  ofte.  [664]  nuffre  pon  )ierfora  paciently  IT  For  ^ 
wise  man  sai|>  II  IP  'fou  etriue  with  a  fool,  ])ough 
^  fool  be  wro^  or  fwugh  he  laughhe  algate 
fou  BclialP  liauo  no  resf  [665]  II  Thaf  ofier  grenauDce 
outward  13  to  haue  damage  oP  ^i  catel !  ^er  agayn 
eulTrcd  cmf  ful  paciently  whan  he  was  despoylid  of  ail 
(laf  ho  had  in  his  UP  and  faf  naa  buf  his  clo^is 
[666]  H  The  priilde  greuaunce  Is .  a  man  to  haue  faann  ia 
his  body .  Jiaf  suffred  criat/  ful  paciently  in  al  hia 
passioun  [667]  %  The  fer^e  greuaunce  is  in  outingeoas 
labour  in  werkis  wherfore  I  eay  faf  folk*  ^aV 
maken  here  seniauntj  to  trauailo  to  greuously  or  out*  of 
tyme  aa  on  haly  daj'es.  Bojicly  fny  doon  greef  synne 
[668]  H  Here  against'  stiffred  cti'st*  ful  paciently  and 
taughto    vs    pacienco    whan    he   bar    vpon   hia    bliaful 
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aiasV  soth.  hane  )Ktu  fie  jerde  my  deere  eone  and 
oorrecta  me  for  myn  impacience .  [674]  OP  paeience  comep 
obedience.  )>urg&  which  a  man  is  ohodienf  to  cmt/  and 
to  alia  hetn  to  which  htm  ooghte  to  be  obedieuV  in  crisf. 
[675]  and  vnderetonde  wel  Jat  obedience  is  parfyf. 
whan  a  man  do))  gladly  &  hastily  with  good 
beite  outraly  al  ^f  he  scholde  do  [676]  IT  Obedience  is 
gen^nlly  to  parEonne  )«  doctnne  of"  god  and 
of  hb  soueraignea  to  whiche  him  oughte  to  ben  obeiManf 
in  alle  rightwisnes . 

[No  break  in  the  MS.] 

[677] 

AFter  )«  synne  of  eniiye  and  Ire.  now  wol  I 
flpeke  of"  [  ...  no  gap]  acciJie .  For  enaye 
blendith  po  hert  of"  a  man  and  Ire  troublith 
a  man  and  accidie  makilh  him  heuy.  foughtful.  and 
wiawe  [678]  IT  Ennyo  and  Iro  niaken  bilternes  in  hcrte. 
which  bittemessQ  is  mooder  ot  accidie  and  bynimith 
}ie  loue  of  alle  goodnes.  fianne  b  accidie  fe 
anguische    of>    trouble    herf    and    seinf    augustyn    saith 

[ no  gap]  [679]  %  Certes 

pb  is  a  dampnable  aynne.  For  if  doji  wrong'  to  Ihii 
'crisf  in  as  moohe  as  it  bynymef  )te  eeruice  (>af  we 
onghf  to  do  to  crbf  mf  alls  diligence  as  sai)i  Salomon 
[680]  IT  Buf  accidie  doji  noon  such  diligence,  he  doj 
alle  ping<  wi^  anoy  and  with  drawenes.  alakues 
and  excnsacionn .  and  with  ydelnee  &  vnlust^  fur 
which   fe   boolc  saith   If  Accursed   be  he   ^f  do^   ^ 

wrnice  of  god  necligently  [6S1]  [ no  gap] 

enemy  to  enery  astaat'  of  man   IT  For  certes  ^taf  of 

[ [68a]     .     .    .     no  gap  in  the  MS.] 

Innocence .  as  was  ]ia3tat«  of  adam  biforn  ^af  he  fel  in  to 
gyime  is  which  estate  he  is  holden  to  worche  as  in 
heryingi  and  hononryng'  of  god  [683}  H  Ano^r  astaf 
is  ^  sbite  of  sinful  man.  in  which  estate,  men  ben  holden 
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to  labore  id  praying*  to  god  for  amandemetit*  of  her 
oynnea.  and  (>jf  be  wolde  gnituite  hem  to  rise  of  hen 
pyuacs  [684]  %  Anofer  estaaf  ia  >utata  of 
which  ho  id  holde  to  veckb  ot  peoitence  and 
cert«9  to  alle  peso  ^inges  is  accidis  enuye  con- 
trurie  for  it  lone))  no  husyncs  at  al  [6S5]  IT  K^ow 
cvrtia  ^is  foulo  syunc  accidie  is  eet  a  ful  g»t<  enemy 
to  fe  lillodc  of"  ft!  hody  For  it?  hath  no  pKraeaimce 
ajuoB  tcmixrcl  nucessite.  for  iV  foralowthith  and  for- 
sliiggith  and  duatroyeth  aile  goodea  temporels  by 
rcchclosiics 

[686]  H  The  fi.'r))e  pinff  is  pa.V  accidie  is  like  hem 
^af  ben  in  pe  peyne  of  helle  by  cause  of<  her  sloujie 
and  ot  }icr  hcuyuca  For  [lay  faV  ben  dampned  hen 
so  bounde  ))af  ))ay  may  nougKt  vel  do  iia  wel 
^ciiko  [687]  H  Of<  accidie  cometh  first  fetf  a  man  ia 
annoyed  and  encombrid  for  to  do  eny  goodnea.  and 
iiiakitli  that  god  hafi  abhominocioiui  of>  auch 
accidie  as  aaith  aeinf  lohau  . 

II  XovT    come))    eloufie    paV   wol    BuSre    noon 
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,     ...     no  gap]  bbi])  eeyat  gregoiy 

[693]  1[  N^ow  comeji  wanhope  fa,V  is  despur  oP  )« 
mercy  of<  god  fnV  come^  som  tyme  o^  to  moclie  oat- 
TSgeous  aorwe  'and  som  tjme  ot  to  moche  drede  ymagyn- 
ynge  ^f  he  ha]i  do  so  moclie  syune  Jiaf  if  wil 
nof  auaile  him  ^ough  he  wolde  rapent  hint  and 
forsake  aynne.  [694]  yargh  which  despeir  or  drede 
he  abundith  al  his  herte  to  alle  maaer  sjmne  aa  seith 
seint;'  augiutin.  [G95]  whicbe  dampuable  synne  if*  ]fa.tf 
iV  continue  vnto  his  lyues  ende  it  ia  cleped  synnyng'  of  ]n 
holy  gosl^.  [696]  This  horrible  synne  is  so  perilous, 
jiaf  he  faf  is  deapaired  fer  ia  no  felonye  ne  no  synne 
}iat  he  doutith  for  to  do .  as  scbewed  wel  by  ludaa . 
[697]  Certea  aboiie  alle  aynnea .  fan  is  Jiia  aynne 
moat*  displesanf  to  Crist'  and  nioaf  adueraarie  [698] 
aothely  ho  f)af  despiailli  him  is  like  fe  coward 
campioun  recroauaf  fat"  soitli  recreaunt  wi(ioute  ueede. 
aUas  alias  necdcles  ia  he  recreaunt 

and  ncedeles  despaired  [699]  ^  Certea  )te  mercy  of  god  ia 
eaer  redy  to  ^e  penitents  and  ia  aboue  alle  his  werkea. 
[700]  alios  can  not*  a  man  by)>enk>  him  on  )»  gospel 
of  seint  luh/  whei  as  criaf  suth  ))af  as  wel  ecbal 
^  be  ioye  in  heuen  vpon  a  synful  man  Jiaf  do)) 
penitence  as  vpon  nynety  and  nyne  ^f  ben  rightful  men  ftaf 

[. no  gap]  necden  no  penitence 

[701]  f  loke  forjier  in  ^  same  gospel  ^  ioye  and  po 
ttaV  of  Jie  goode  man  ^af  had  lost'  hia  Bone,  whan 
^  aone  with  lepentaunce  waa  tomed  to  his  fader 
[701]  H  Can  nof  ^ay  remembie  eek<  f^V  as  sai^ 
aeinl^  Ink*  xxiij".  bow  ^t<  Jw  ^ef  Jul'  was  hangid 
biside  i&ii  crisf  sayde  II  lord  lemembrQ  of  me  whan 
Jkiu  comeaf  in  to  ))y  regne  [703]  H  Foiso))e  eaitb 
eriaf.  to  day  ^oa  schalf  be  wi^  ms  in 
paradia  [704]  IT  Certis  (mr  is  noon  so  horrible  sytme  oP 
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lu.iu  ^ar  ir  luiy  in  liU  U^  be  dcstrojed  with  peniteiica 
^iiTu^h  Vi  '"tu  ot  pa^ioun  oP  ^o  deth  of'  crUt 
[73;]  ■"  All.u  vvh.it  needitU  if  m:in  Junne  to  be  despaired 
aitii  fM-  hid  mercy  is  sa  n-ity  and  Lirj^e.  uka  and  hauo 
[706]  •!  Tii.iiuiti  cQinef  sompaolentf  Jaf  is  Bluggy 
ehiiubriii^  whi'.'h  iiuki^  a  mail  ben  beuy  and  dul  in 
iKhly  a:uI  iti  souk',  aad  pa  synue  come^  of  sloa^ 
[707]  iitiil  ciTtvj  ^e  tyiua  ^t  by  ytay  of  resouu  man 
«i.liul.U'  iioiisi'  *K'ii'  fiaf  is  by  fe  niorwa  but?  if  far  were 
Mii:k'  n-^.i^iAlilt'  [70S]  For  8o)iely  Jw  morwe  tyda  i« 
iiu>.-^i  loui-ii.il'h'  to  a  man  to  say  his  prayeia  and  for 
ti>  ('I'lik'  vpoii  hb  gcid  and  to  honoure  god  and  to 
^oiio  iiliiK;!  to  fv  i»oTC  faf  first"  come^  in  )>e  name 
I'f'  vrUv  ['o<i]  •"  lo  what"  saith  Salamou.  U  who-ab  wol 
by  t^'  HUT  Ml-  ariM  and  seeka  me  achal  fj-nda 
[710]  •"        f:m         comef         neghgence  that/ 

n'kkiiU  i>f'  110  ^ing*  and  how  )Nif  ignomunca  ba 
m.oliT  of-  all:'  hiirui!  CertLa  necgligence  is  ]>&  nonce 
[711]  •"  Xfiti^viioi'  dof  no  force  vhaa  he  Bchal  doon 
n  fill,:,"  wiliiliir  Iio  diHi  if  wel  or  baddely 
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[717]  H  CerteB  Jranne  aemetL  it  }&V  >ay  Bchal  be  tormentid 
wi^  )«  deue)  in  belle  btif  if<  ^y  don  penitence 

[718]  f  )ianne  comith  ^  eynno  ^at^  man  dape 
tarditaa.  as  whan  a  man  is  so  latrede  oi  taiyiiig<  er 
he  wil  tome  to  god.  and  certis  }«lf  is  a  gret  foly. 
he  is  like  him  ^f  faUith  in  to  ^  dioh*  and  vol  not 
arise  /  [719]  And  pia  vice  cometh  of  a  fids  hope  ^f 
he  Jtinkith  he  schal  lyue  longo.  huf  ^f  hope 
foyle^  fill  ofte 

[710]  H  ^nne  comith  Uchea.  }iaf  i>  ha  vrhen  he 
bigynneth  any  good  wert  anoon  he  ttoI  fotlet«  if  and 
stynte  aa  dooa  ^y  fat/  ban  eny  wighf  to  goneme. 
and  ne  take  of  hem  no  more  keep  anoon  as  ^y  fynde 
eny  contrarie  or  eny  anoy  [711]  H  (lese  ben  ^e  newe 
schepherdes  paV  leten  her  achcp  wityngely  go  renne  to 
^  wolf"  f  ftf  13  in  Jio  brercs  or  don  no  force  of  her  onghne 
gouemaunce.  [712]  Of  f is  coiiie|)  pouerf  and  destraocioitn 
bo^a  of  spirituel  and  of  tcmpfi'cl  Jiiiigea  H  Thanne  come^ 
s  maner  of  colUenesso  ^af  frese^  al  ^e  hert^  of  man 
[713]  fauna  cometh  vndeuocioun  furgh  which  a  man  ia 
so  blunf  &  as  saif  seinf  Bernard  he  ha))  such  a  langonr  in 
soule  fat  he  may  neyfoir  rede  ne  synge  in  holy  chirche  ne 
heere  ne  ^inke  ondeaocioun  in  holy  chirche  ne  trauayle  with 
his  hondes  in  no  good  werki  faf  nys  fo  him  msanory 
and  al  [724]  fanne  waxith  he  slow  and 
alombry  and  soona  wol  he  be  wrof  and  soone  ia  enclined 
to  hate  and  to  euuye  [735]  ?  fanne  comith  fe  eynne  of 
vorldly  sorwe  such  as  is  deptd  tristicia  paV  sleth 
man  as  saith  seint  pools  [726]  II  For  certis  soch  sorwa 
werkith  to  fe  deth  of  ^a  aoule.  &  of  ^  body  also. 
For  |)er  of  cometh  ^f  a  man  is  anoyed  of  his  onghne  lif . 
[737]  which  sorwe  Bchorf«(i  fol  ofte  |>e  lif  of  a 
man  or  fa.tf  his  tyme  is  come  by  way  of  kynde 
[No  break  in  the  MS.] 
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[728]  H  Agains  fU  horrible  'aynneoF'  accidie  and  {« 
braunches  oP  Jie  same  fer  ia  a  vertu  fat*  is  cleped 
fortitudo  or  strengfio  faf  is  nffeccioi/n  ftirgh 
whicS  a  man  deapisoth  alle  noyniia  (lingoa  [719]  H  This 
vertu  ia  so  mighty  &  so  viguroua  |)nf  it  dnr  wi^atonda 
mighty  and  wisely  kepe  hifnself'  from  perils  fat*  ben 
vickeil  and  wrastil  agains  ]>b  assautea  oP  f«  deael . 
[730]  For  itf  enhaunaith  and  eiiforcef  Jie  soule.  EighP  as 
accidie  abnteth  if  and  aiakilh  if  feblo.  For  ^ia  fortitudo 
may  endure  by  long-  sufferuunco  ^e  ttanailea  fiaP  ben 
couueDablee 

[731]  H  This  vertu  haf  many  apices,  fe 
firat  is  cleped  magnanimite  {iiif  is  to  sayn  gret^  corrage . 
For  certia  J)er  bihouefi  greP  corrage  agains  accidie  lesP 
pat*  it  no  awolwe  not^  fic  soulo  by  fe  synne  of'  sorwe  or 
deatroye  it  by  wanhope  [731]  fl  This  vertu  makith 
folk*  vndertake  liardo  fingea  and  grennus  )>ingo9 
by  his  owne  wille  willfuly  and  resonably.  [733]  and  for 
ala  mocho  as  ^e  denel  figtiteth  agaynal'  a  man  more  by 
queyntiae  and  by  sleight  fan  by  atrengjte!  f  f  rfore  many  a  man 
aclial  ajeiuatonde  him  by  ivitte .  and  by  resoun  and  by  dis- 
creoioun.  [734]  Thanne  ia  fer  pe  vertu  (iP  fnith  and 
hope  in  god  and  in  liia  seiutea  to  escheir .  and  to  acomplice 
Jie  goode  werkes  in  pe  whicho  he  puTqioaith  fermely 
to  continue.  [735]  thanne  comep  aourte  or  sikernea 
and  paf  Is  ivhan  a  man  doutith  no  trnuailo  in  tymo 
corny "g"  oP  gooil  werk*  paf  a  man  hnjj  bygonne 
[736]  1!  panne  comep  magnificence  pat  is  to  say  whan 
a  man  doth  and  pflrformith  gret«  werkea  of*  goodneaao 
pat  he  bath  bygonno.  and  pat*  Is  pende  why  pap  men  schulden 
do  gnode  workcs.  for  in  pa  nccomplising"  oP  grete  goode 
werkes  lip  pe  grate  guerdoun .  [737]  panno  ia  per 
conatannce  paf  ia  atablenea  oP  corrage  and  pis  achulde 
ben  in  herte  by  atedefnst*  fuip.  and  in  mouthe.  and  in 
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betyng*.  and  in  cheei  and  in  deeds.  [738]  eek*  ^bt  ben 
mo  special  remedies  agsyns  accidie,  in  dyuets  werkis 
«nd  in  consideTacioun  of  ^e  peyne  of  helle  and  of  ^ 
ioje  of  henen  and  in  )ie  tniaf  of  ^  hyhe  grace  of  ^  holy 
goaf.  jMtV  wil  jeue  him  migbt'  to  parfotme  his  good 
entent . 

[m  break  in  the  MS.] 

[739]  Da  Aoaricia    [/rotn  maryiii] 

jL  Fter  accidie  f  I  wil  speke  of  aoarice  and  of 
l\  coneytisB.  Of  whiche  synnea  For  sothely  vhati 
A  »■■  Baith  Min  poule  p&V  fo  roote  of  alia  euelea  & 
harmea  is  coueytiae/  [740]  and  faf  )ie  herf  of 
man  is  confoundid  in  it  self  and  tronblid  and  p^V  ^ 
Boule  ha^  losf  fie  comfort  of  god .  f>anne  eeekith  he  an 
ydel  solas  of  worldly  finges . 

[741]  'K  Auaiice  after  fe  dcsciiiwioun  of  seinf  aiietyn . 
is  a  likerouene^  i»  herf  to  haue  er|iely  ^inges 
[74a]  II  Some  ofer  folk*  sayn  faf  auarice  is  for  to 
purchace  many  erfiely  fiinges  and  no  ^ing<  ;eue 
to  hem  Jiaf  han  neede  [743]  IT  And  vnderstonde  |«itf 
auarice  ne  stonf  nof  oonly  in  lond  ne  in  catel  f  Bnf  Bora 
tyme  in  science  and  in  glorie  and  eny  manor 
outngeoue  ^ngea  is  auarice  [744]  ^  And 
po  difference  bytwixe  auarice  and  coneytise  ia  ^is. 
Coneitiae     ia     for     to     coneyte    snche     ^inges     as     frou 

ha8fnof[ 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]    [745]  IT  And 

auarice  ia  a  synne  Jiaf  is  ful  dampnable.  For  al  holy 
vrit  cuieeth  it'  and  spekith  agayn  f^V  vice,  for  it  do^ 
wrong)  to  I&fi  Crist'.  [746]  For  it  bireueth  him  ^  lone 
}a,V  men  to  bim  owen  and  tornith  iV  baJcward  agains 
al  naoun.  [747]  and  makith  ^af  ^  auarous  man 
hath  more    hope    in  his   cat«l  ^an  in  ihu  aieV.   and 

[ ,. 

no  gap  in  M«  MS."]    [748]  jwcfore  Hutb 
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■per   atiaecuiie 


'.■«TV9  ^  iraae  oP  iiuTm«tri«  is 
.  dritaii^  i3  ^  ten  ccmaiuiii«- 

;>1Im  U£;-ni  =m.  i»  ^oq  $chalr  maka 
^I'^i  ti=T^-  ^'-^  is  ti«  an  uuioos  ma/i  ^f 
•.>:.':  r  t:  f ;  rs  ci>i  •"  Aad  ta  j-JolatfaT  [7  5  a]  ^mgh 
I  »v-::«  cf  j-jjri.'«  as,i  coQ«ytu«  comes  ^eaa 
di-.'Lif-es  t^^'^  wHche  Omj  ben  iliftrevned 
;-:j  o'^'.'^tiivs  aad  cariigiN  more  fan  hen 
Kf-:<U'i  i» .  a^I  tiles  uke  ^j  of  heie  bonde 
rviTi.vL*.^  wiiiche  luighte  moiw  resonablj  ben 
.jn:-..:r.s  fxi  n-.eivj-meam ,  [753]  oP  vhich« 
:^  M-A  r^uu^.-uy::ir  of  bonde  men  sonw 
iranies  s-yn  ^ir  it  u  ri^btlul.  For  as  moche  aa 


aROQP  L     §  2.     ! 

eei^  Seneca.  IT  Tlii  prudence  schulde  Hue  benigndy  wi) 
|n  ^laUis  [760]  fiika  }aif  ^j  clepe  thralles 
ben  goddee  poeple .  For  humble  folk^  ben  cristes  bendsB 
Im;  ben  contuberaially  wi^  ^  lord 

[761]  f  Thenk'  e«k  h  of  BDeh  seed  u  eherlea 
springen.  of  Bocb  eeed  springe  lordee.  aa  wel  may 
)w  cherl  be  eaned  as  ^  lord.  [761]  The  oame  dcth  faV 

takilh  )«  cherl    [. 

.     no  gap  in  the  MS.]     aa   fou  woldiaf 

^i  lord  dide  wi^  )«  if  ^u  were  in  his  plyf. 
[763]  Euery  sinful  nun  ia  a  cberl  as  (0  eynne  IT  I  rede 
ft  Cfttes  flat*  ^a  lord  werko  in  such  a  wise  wi^ 
^y  oherles  ^af  fay  rafin-  loue  ^e  ])an  drede  ^ .  [764] 
I  wot*  wel  pet  is  degre  nboue  degre  as  resoua 
is  and  sliil  faf  men  don  her  deuoir  fer  as  it  ia  dewe. 
H  But  certes  extortioiinH  and  deepiP  of-  oure  vndirlingea  ia 
dampnable 

[765]  II  And  forfFerumre  vnileretonde  wel  faf 
conquerours  or  tyrauntes  iiiakcn  ful  ofte  ^ralles  of* 
hem  faf  bom  ben  ot  als  royal  blood  aa  ben  ^y  fat? 
hem  conquereu .  [766J  ^is  name  of*  cherldom  waa 
neuei  «Bf  couth  til  noe  sayde  fhV  his  sone 
chanaan  echulde  be  ^ral  of  his  bre)ieren  for  hia  aynne 
[767]  H  whaf  Bay  we  fiaiine  of'  hem  ^f  pylen  and  doon 
extorcioKna  to  holy  chirche  ^  Certis  the  awerdea  ^f 
men  jeuen  firaV  to  a  knight*  whi^n  he  is  news  dabbyd 
signifieth  faith  and  ^at*  he  schulda  defende  holy  chirche 

[ 

...  no  gap]  [768]  and  as  eeith  seinf  austin.  Thay  ben 
]m  deueles  wcdnes  fnf  atranglen  ^  scheep  of  ihu 
criaV.  and  doon  wore  pun  woluea.  [769]  for  aofeilj 
whan  ^  wnlf  hap  ful  his  wombef  be  stintith  to 
strangle  echeep.  hut?  sofly  ^  pilours  and  )»  destroy- 
ers of  pe  goodes  of  holy  chinsha  ne  doon  noujV  so '  Tor  )»i 
atynte  neuer  to  pile.  [770]  V  Now  as  I  hane  sayd .  sith  so 
is .  ^t  aynne  wu  first  canse  of*  f raldom '.   fasne  ia  it 


Ju8.  faf  ilke  tyme  fat'  al  fis  worlJ  wns  in  synne. 
Jianne  wns  el  fiia  world  in  Jrrnldoiu  and  in  subiccciouu 
[771]  BuP  cettis  aith  pe  tyme  o^  grace  comi  God 
ordeyned  fiuf  aoiiime  folk*  schulde  be  moro  lieigh  in  eataate 
and  in  degre  and  aomme  folkes  more  lowe  and  paV 
euericli  schulde  be  serued  in  here  estate  and  in  degree 
[772]  H  And  (wrfore  in  607nmo  cootreea  fere  fay  ben 
thralltis  whan  f :iy  han  tamed  hem  to  fe  faitli  1  f ny  make 
liere  fralles  free  out  of*  ihraldom  II  And  fertor  certia 
fe  lord  owatli  to  his  man  faf  fo  man  omth  to 
fe  lord.  [773]  ^  The  poj*  callith  himseiP  scruatint 
uf<  sfruaunta  oP  god  V  But  for  aa  moche  aa  fe  ataat/  of< 

holy  cbirche  [ no  gap]  to  fe  comniuiiu 

jwoiif  might?  nought*  hane  l>en  kepte  no  peue'ne  resle  in 
rrthe ,  buP  if*  god  had  ordeyned  eom  mnH  of* 
heiher  degre  and  some  men  of'  lower!  [774]  firfore  whs 
Boueraignte  ordeyiied  to  kepe  and  to  mayntenc  and  de- 
fende  her  vnderlynges  or  her  subiectia  in  resoun  aa  fer- 
fortb  as  it  lith  in  her  power  and  not"  to  dectroye 
ne  confounde  hem  [775]  ^  wherfore  I  say  fat"  filke  lordea 
fiV  be  like  wolues  fat*  deuouren  fe  posse^ioun  of* 
fe  catel  of  pore  folk"  wrongfully  wifoute  mercy  or 
meaiirei  [776]  fay  achul  receyue  by  fo  suine  meaure 
faf  fay  lian  inesurod  to  pouer  folk*  fe  mercy  of*  ihu 
cnaP  buf  if*  it  be  amendid  [777]  ^  Now  comef  deceipf 
bitwixe  marchauKt  and  marchatuif .  and  fou  schalP  vnder- 
stonde  f aV  marchaurtdise  is  in  many  manerea .  fitf  oon 
is  bodily,  and  fnf  ofer  is  goatly.  faf  oon  is  honesf 
and  leful .  and  fat?  ofei'  is  diahoneaf  &  viileful 
[778]  U  OP  filke  bodily  marchaundise  faf  is  honeaP  and 
lefnl  is  fia.  fat?  fer  as  god  h«f  ordeyoed  fat  a 
regiie  or  a  cuntre  ia  sulfisuuut/  to  himself',  funne  is  it 
honest/  and  leful  faf  oP  fe  abundaimce  oP  fia  conlre 
fe  men  heipe  anof«r  cnntre  fat"  is  mora  iiee«ly 
[779]  H  And  ffrforo  fer  moote  be  marehaunt;  to 
brings    fro    fiiP    oon    cttutro    to    fiif    of^r    her    martli- 
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aufidise  [780]  H  Thaf  o^r  maicliaundiM  f^  men 
hanntyn  with  frande  and  treccheiie  and  decwpt/  witii 
lesynges  and  &ls  othis  ia  carsed  and  dampnable 
[781]  T  Espiritnel  marchanndt^e  is  proprely  Bymonie 
}aif  is  enteotjf'  desire  to  beye  ^ing/  espiritael  Jnf  is 
fnng*  ^t  apperteynattt  to  Jis  seintoarie  of<  god  and  to 
^  cure  of  ^  souls  [7S2]  ^is  desir  is  if  so  be  ^f  a 
maD  do  bis  diligence  to  parfonne  if.  al  be  it  ^f  bis 
deair  take  noon  effect,  ^itf  is  it/  to  him  a  dedly 
aynna .  and  if*  he  be  ordiid  he  is  irreguler  [783]  IT  Cartis 
Symonye  is  cleped  of>  Symon  Magus  ^af  wolde  lian 
bought*  for  temporel  catel  |)e  ;ifte  ^af  god  had  jiuen 
by  ^  holy  gosf  to  seinf  petir  and  to  ^postlis 
[784]  H  And  ferfor  vndi'rstoiide  fal?  bofo  he  faf 
eellitli  and  he  ^at  bietb  ^iiiges  espiritueles  ben 
cleped  Symoniala  be  it  by  catei  be  it  by  procuremewt 
or  by  fleisshly  prayere  of*  hia  frendua  ei|)er  Heaably  frendes 
or  apiiituel  frendea  [785]  IT  Fleisahly  in  tuo  manerea 
as  by  kynrede  or  ofei   frendea   IT  Sothely  if*   ^ay  pray 

for  him .  it  is  not  worth  [ no  gap]  if*  be 

take  Jw  benefice  it  is  Synionie .  and  if"  he  be  worthy  &  able . 
it  is  npn  [7S6]  ?  Thaf  o^r  is  whan  man  or 
womman-  prayen  fur  folic  to  avaunce  hem  oonly  for 
nikkid  fleisahly  affeccioun  fa,tf  ))ay  bane  vnto  ^e  peraone 
and   faV    is   ful    Symonye.    [787]   but  certis   in    seniice 

I 

tw?ap] 

mootf  he  be  honest*  and  elUs  not.  and  eelc  ^at  >it  be 
withoute  bargaynyuge  and  faif  )w  p«raone  be  able 
[78S]  IT  For  as  suth  seint  Damasa  IT  AUe  ^  synnea  of  \m 
World  al?  }9  reward  of  ^is  aynne  is  a  ))ing<  of  nought. 
For  it  is  ^  gretteste  sj-nne  f^V  may  be  after  }>e  synne 
oP  lucifer  and  anteorist  [789]  H  For  by  ^is  synne  god 
forlesith  |ie  chirche  and  fa  eoule  faV  he  bou;t'  wi^ 
his  precious  blood  by  hem  faif  jeuen  chirches  to  hem 
^at  ben  not*  digne  [790]  f  For  ^ay  putten  in  ^cuee  ^af 


ttv\vn  ^  soulos  of*  iliii  cmt'  aad  destroy ea  patri- 
luovfjiie.  [791]  by  sucbe  vndigne  pnntis  and  curates, 
lian  Icwcd  nieti  f>e  laase  reiiennce  of*  )»  sacrament/  of^ 
lioly  chircbe  and  Buche  veneres  of*  obirches  patten  ouf 
ye  L'bildrcQ  of  crisif.  anil  putten  in  to  ^  chircbe  fe 
(li'iii'lca  oti^liitc  sons .  [79a]  jwy  Kllen  soulm 
p:\V  Innit-i's  scluilile  kepo  to  fa  nol^  )nf  stranglith 
hom.  Ami  fftfure  Bchnl  ^y  nener  haue  part* 
of'  ^i'  pa.«tiira  of*  lambes  fttf  ia  fa  blisse  of 
licik'ii  [79.tl  IT  Xu\r  comefi  baaordrie  wi^  hU  appnr- 
l.-iiaiim-e .  aa  tables .  and  rafleo .  of"  wliicbe  come)i  deceipf . 
f:ils  Kiliis.  cliidyii^es  and  alio  nueynes.  blaspbemyng- . 
iiiid  ti-ui'vin^"  of  god  and  bate  of  his  neJgheboTS.  wasf 
ol-  g'Hi-les  out  of  tymo .  and  Bom  tyme  nian- 
!.  1:1 11;; 111.' I- .  [794]  H  Certca  basardonn  ne  niowe  nof  be 
wifpoiite  •^TvV  Pjiiiie  wliil  (lay  liaunto  faf  crafts  [795] 
%( If-  uiini  ice  I'oiiiefi  eik*  li'syngea.  feft«  and  fala  vitneaae  and 
f:ils  lif  IS  IT  Ami  )i'  si'liiil  vmliFBtondc  faf  ^eae  ben  gretenj-nnea 
iiiid  esimscc  ajpiins  fo  i:oinauHtletm'iit3  of  god  na  I  hane 
s,._v'I  [796]  H  Fills  witnesic  ia  in  word  and  eek'  lit  dtnle . 
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yngfiot'  holy  ^nges .  or  of<  ^ing*  sacred  of  ot'st'  H  Sacnlege  k 
in  tuo  '  maneroa  ^t*  ooa  is  by  reaoun  ofi  holy  place  aa  chirchea 
or  chirchahairea .  [8o>]  For  whicbe  eaeiy  vileina  aynne  ^at' 
men  doon  in  aache  placea  may  be  clepid  aacrOege  ot 
euery  violence  in  sembUble  place  IT  f^if  o'pa  maner  ia .  aa  ]io 
pat  wi^drawen  falaly  ^  rightes  ^1^  loBgen  to  lioly 
chirche  [803]  IT  [  .  .  .110  gap]  and  generally  aaorilage 
is  to  Teue  holy  ^Hg*  Ira  holy  place,  and  vnholy 
^ing<  out  ot'  holy  place .  or  holy  thing'  out  of* 
holy  place 

[No  break  ii,  the  MS.] 

IT  Remediuin  contrix  Anariciam  [/rom  maTgiii] 
[804] 

NOw  schnl  je  vnderstoQilo  ^V  fie  leleuynge  of" 
auarice  ia  niiscriconie  and  pite  largely  taken. 
And  men  might  axen  ivhy  (laf  misericord  and  pile 
is  relieuyng*  of"  auarice .  [805]  H  Certes  fe  auaricioua 
man  achewith  no  pite  iie  inisoricorde  to  Jw  needeful 
man.  For  he  ddititli  him  in  kepyng<  of  hia  tiwor 
and  noujf  in  )»  reacowyng*  ne  relieuyng'  oP  his  eueu- 
cristen.  &  fei-fore  apeke  I  first*  of  misericord 
[806]  ^  Thanne  is  misericord  as  aaith  ^  philoeopher 
a  vertu.  by  which  ^e  corrage  of  a  man  ia  stired  by  fte 
myseise  of  him  ^f  ia  myseyaed .  [807]  vpon  which 
misericorde  folwith  in  parfoimynge  of  chariteable 
werkis  of  misericord.  [808]  IT  And  certes  ^ese 
moenen  men  to  Jie  misericord  of  ihii  crisf  ^if  jaf> 
himself  for  onre  gultf.  and  snffred  de^  for  misericord 
and  fo^af>  va  ouie  original  aynne  [809]  and  Jmt  by 
nleaaid  tb  ito  peyne  of  belte  and  amennnd  ^ 
peynea  fit  purgatorie  by  penitence  and  jeaeth  gmoe 
wel  to  do  and  at  ^  laate  ^  ioya  of  heuen  [810]  %  The 
apices  of  misericorde  ben  for  to  lone  and  for  to 
jiue .  and  eek<  for  to  forjine  and  for  to  lelesae  and  for  to  hane 
pite  in  horte  and  compasnoun  of  ^  meechief  of  his 
['  It*/ nvi 


[>]  ^  cek-  to  ha 
leKcjne  I 


H   <!'»    »-V    be 

Hoe  oonlf  ^aP  he  ba^  dwpwuliA  ni  goode  wcskea 

[S13]  f  Baf  tor  ak  bocIm  m  mrntt  foUC  ben  womo- 
•Ue    DKD     oDghte    to     Mdtiewft    bUj 
ckpen    wart/    [S14]    Cerla    be    ^   is 

^oe^  noajf  bu  utel .    [ ao  ^9^]    SodMljr 

wluf  ^ng'  ^P  be  {iuetli  for  tijd  glorie  u  to 
injiwtnla  and  to  folt  for  to  bere  bia  renoon  in  fa 
worlrl '.  be  hs^  synne  and  noon  alsoes 
[815]  11  Certee  lie  leaitb  foule  bis  goodna  ^V  selcilb 
wi^  ^e  jitV  >of  Ilia  good  no  yiaff  baV  symie . 
{816]  he  \»  like  to  an  hers  ^V  sekith  ra^r  to  diynke 
drouy  watir  and  trouble  pan  for  to  <lriuke  mtii  of  fa 
velle  fat'  in  cleer.  [817]  And  for  aa  mocbe  as  )>ay  jiue  ^r 
u  pay  Rcliulil  Dof  jiiie !  to  hem  appeD<]itb  pUke 
lualUuuQ  pat  crifef  schal  jiue  af  fe  day  of  doom  to 
hnm  fitV  Huhal  bo  dampned  . 

[No  break  in  He  MS.] 


[81 


11  De  Gnla    [/i-oTn  jnarijin 


AFUr  auiiiice  come^  Glotenye  which  b  exprasse  eka 
aitnyna  pa  comaundement  of-  god.  Glotenye  U 
vnnMonablc  and  deaordoyned  coueytise  to  ete  and 

to  drynko .  [ 

no  gap]  [819]  pis  synne  cor- 

riil>lld  nl  pi«  world  lu  is  wel  schawed  in  pe  synne  of- 
mlnm.  nml  i>f'  Emi  IT  lokn  pck*  whnf  saith  seinl  poul  ot 
gluUlUUi  [SlfiJ  ^  M'>i>y  snilb  Bvint/  i>oul  goii  ol'  wliiuhe 
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I  haue  ofle  said  to  )ow  and  now  I  say  if  wapyng* 
V  Thaf  thenemyes  of  '  ^  cros  of>  criaf  of 
whiche  ^de  \b  deth  and  of  whiche  heio  wombe  is 
hen  god  and  here  glorie  in  confuBioun  ^at'  so 
mueren  er^y  ^ingea  [821]  f  be  faV  is  vsanf    [.    . 


no  gap  in  the  MS.]    [811]  to  ^ia 

syane  hath  many  apicea  V  The  firate  is  dionkenea 
^1^  is  thorrible  sepulture  of  maanea  resoun.  And 
vhan  man  is  dronken  he  hath  loet/  bis  resoun  and 
^  is  dedly  synne  [833]  IT  But*  schortly  vhan  Jiaf  a 
nan  is  not^  wonf  to  strongs  driuke  and  par  auentute  ne 
knowi^  not*  pe  Btrenglve  of  ^  dryrik*  or  hath  feblesae 
in  his  heed  or  hafi  trauayled  fiurgh  whiche  be  drynkith 
^  more  and  be  sodeynly  caught'  wi^  dryiike  it  is  no 
dedly  synne  but*  veaial  [S14]  f  The  set;ounde  spice  of 
dedly  synne  is  .  whan  fie  spirif  of  a  man  wexith  al  trouble 
for  drunkenesse .  and  bireue^  him  his  witte  and  his  discres- 
sioun  [815]  H  The  (triddo  apice  of  glotouns  is  whan  a  man 
deuouretb  his  mete  and  ba^  no  rightful  maner  of  etyng* 
[816]  IT  ^  fer^e  is  whan  ^urgE  )ie  greto  abnnd- 
aunce  of  his  mete  ^  humoura  of  his  body  been  dis- 
tempiid  [837]  %  ^e  fifte  is  fe  Idihiea  by  to  moche 
drinking).  For  which  a  man  som  tyroe  forgetith  by  ^ 
moTwe  what^  he  dide  af  eue  or  on  fie  nigbf  bifore 

[838]  In  ofier  maner  ben  distinct  fu  spices  of 
^otonyeafter  seint  Gregory  T  The  firate  is  for  toeto  or  drynke 
byfore  tyme  to  eto  4'  The  eecound  is .  whan  man  jineth  him 
to  delicate  mete  or  drinke  [819]  %  Hia  ^dde  is.  whanne 
man  takitb  to  moche  ^«>rof  ouer  mesore  V  The  ferthe  is 
«uriosite  wttA  giel^  entenf  to  make  and  apporayle 
his  mete  f  The  fifte  is .  For  to  eto  to  gredely  [S50]  %  These 
ben  fe  fyue  fyngres  of  Jw  deuelea  hand,  by  whiche 
lie  dnwith  folk*  to  synne .  / 
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'  A  '-'^J'^''  Cilotonje  is  fe  reinodie  abstinence  as 
Xi.  saij»  Galieii.  I!uf  paV  holJe  I  nonjf  meritorie. 
lio  do  it  oonly  for  fe  hele  of*  his  body 
austyn  wol  jjaf  abstinence  bo  don  for  vertu  and 
wi^  pacieuce.  [Sjz]  Abstinence  be  saitb  is  litil  worth 
buf  if  a  man  haue  good  vnlle  ferto  and  but"  it  be  enforced 
by  pocience.  and  by  charitc.  and  ^!if  men  doon  it  for 
goddes  sake  and  in  bope  lo  boue  fe  biisse  of*  beueu 

[833]  ^  The  felawes  of-  abstiiieiice  beu  atlcniper- 
Bimco  faP  Iiolditb  f>e  meno  in  alle  pinges.  eck* 
schame  ])af  eBcbiewitb  al  disboneste .  SuEfbaunce  )af 
Beeketb  noone  ricbe  metes  ne  drynkes  ne  dof  no  force  of^  to 
outrageous  apparaillyng'  of<  mete  [834]  ^  Mesure  also 
faf  restreynefi  by  roaoun  the  dialaue  nppetit  oP  etyng", 

Soberaes  also  restreynef    [ 

[835]    .    .    .    .]    (le  delicot"  willo  to  etc  and  fe  lasse  leysir 

[ 

no  giip  ill  the  SfS.] 

[No  break  in  llie  MS.] 

H  De  Itucaria 
[836] 

AFter  Glotonye  faniie  cometb  leccberie.  For  ^eae 
two  synnea  ben  bo  neih  cosyna  fnif  ofte  tyme  ^j 
wol  nof  departo,  [837]  Vmle  paulw  ad  EpbesioB  IT  Nolita 
inebriari  vino  Sec.  GoA  v/oV  pit  synne  is  ful  displesauuf 
Jring*  to  god.  vino  in  qno  est  bixuria.  For  he  sayde  hiitt- 
sdf.  Do  no  leccberie.  and  fierfore  he  putte  gret*  peyne 
agayn  fia  synne  /  in  fo  oldo  laws .  [S3S]  If  a  wo»t- 
man  ^ral  were  take  iu  )>is  syniio.  sche  ecbolde  be 
beten  with  Btoonea  to  fo  deth .  and  if*  sche  were  a  gentil 
wommanf  st^he  echnlda  t>o  slayn  wif  stoones./  and  if>  eche 
were  a  biaschoppis  doiijter!  scbe  schulde  bo  brcuf  by 
goildis  comnundempnt ,  [839]  H  Forlher  ouer  by  fa 
synnc    of    leccherio  i    god    dreinte    al    ^e    world    af   f o 
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diluuo  IT  And  after  ^t^  he  dreynte  fyue  cite«s  with  thonder 
layf  and  sonk<  hem  in  to  heDe 

[840]  If  Kow  lef  V8  tlionne  apeke  of  )ilke  stynkyng" 
syiine  of  leccherie  )iaf  men  clepeu  adnoutty  of^  weddid 
folk*  ynV  ifl  to  sajn  if  fiaf  oon  of*  hem  be  weddid 
or  ellea  bo>e  [841]  f  Seinf  lohan  Buth  faff  adnontris 
schnln  be  in  helle  in  watir  breunyng*  oP  fuyr  and 
ofi  brimstou .  In  fnyi  for  ^  leccherie .  In  brimston  For  ^e 
BtynlC  or  hei  ordure.  [S42]  V  Gertie  )ie  brekyng<  of> 
^iB  sacTament<  is  en  horrible  ^ing<.  hif  was  makid  of" 
god  himMelf*  in  paradia  Confermed  ot  ihii  cmf  as 
witneeaeth  8eiQt>  Klathew  IT  A  man  schiil  lute 
6kder  and  mooder  aod  take  hitn  to  his  wif  and  faj 
echul  ben  two  in  oon  fleisch  [843]  IT  Tins  sacminonf  bitok- 
ene^  f«  knyttyng"  togiJor  of'  erisf  and  of  holy  chiiche 
[844]  naf  oouly  ))af  ^oil  forUid  aduotrie  in  dedei 
huf  eek*  he  comaunded  faf  ^mii  HuliolJesP  'nof  coueyte  fy 
neyheboTs  wif*  [845]  IF  Id  fiis  heste  eei^  eeinl^ 
aufltyn  is  forbodeii  al  maiier  coiieytise  to  do 
leccherie  V  lo  what*  Bcif>  sciitf  mathcw  in  ^e  gospel,  thai? 
«ho-so  seth  a  womman  to  coueytiae  of*  hie  lusf  f  he  ba|i 
doon  lecchery  wif  hir  in  hie  herte.  [846]  fl  here  may  je 
se  fftf  noT^f  oonly  pe  dede  of"  fis  aynne  is  forbudenf 
but  eek*  fe  desir  to  do  faf  syune  [847]  ^  This  cuis^ 
eynne  annoyeth  greuoaly  hem  fiaf  if  haunten  and  first* 
to  here  soule .  for  he  obligith  if  to  aynne  and  to  pyne  of< 
fe  deji  (wf  is  pardurable  [848]  H  vnto  fe  body  annoye^ 
if  greuonsly.  also  for  it  dreye^  him  and  wastith  hitn  ie 
scheuf  him.  and  of  his  blood  he  makith  sacrifioe  to  ^ 
deuel  of  helle  V  It  wastith  eek<  his  catel  and  his  substaunce . 
[849]  and  ceites  if  fa.V  it  be  a  foul  ^ing*  a  man  to  waste 
his  catel  on  wommen '.  yHf  is  if  a  fouler  ^g*  whan  ^f 
for  such  ordure  wommen  diepende  vpon  men  here  catel 
and  here  substaunce  [850]  1  This  syune  as  saith  ^  prophete 
byreueth  man  and  womman  her  good  fame  and  si  here 
honour,  and  if  ia  ful  pleasanNf  to  pe  denial.  For  ^t  by 
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wynneth  he  fe  iiioste  pray  oP  fiB  worlii 
[851]  fl  And  rigliP  aa  a  marchnunf  tlelitof  him  ntost* 
in  chftffaro  fnV  he  haf  moaf  aiiauiitage  ot".  RigKf 
eo  delitith  fie  feend  in  fiis  ordure 

[852]  IT  Tliia  is  >e  ojier  hond  of'  fie  deuel  with  fyuo 
fyngrea  to  cncijlio  f>e  poeple  to  bis  vilonye  [853]  %  Jja 
firat«  fyngor  ia  pe  foule  lokyng*  of*  fe  foide  womiiiaii 
and  ofi  ^  foiile  rann  ^aM  eleth  right*  as  a  basiliskoc 
alefi  folk"  by  fie  veiiyra  of-'  his  BigSf,  For  fm  coueytise 
of*  eyen  folwifj  fe  coueytise  of-  fe  liarte  [854]  IT  The 
seoounde  fynger  is  the  vileynes  touchiuge  in.  vikkid 
manere .  and  fwrforo  eaith  ealanion  fatf  who-«o 
tonchith  nnd  handelith  a  woniman '.  he  farith  lik*  him 
ftaf  haiidelith  Jie  scorpionn  faf  atyngith  and  sodeinly 
eiReth  fiurgh  his  eiiuenomynge  as  who  bo  touchith 
warm  picche.  it"  auhenf  his  fyngres  [855]  '  The  firidde  ia 
foule  wordea  }iaf  farith  lik"  fuyr  paV  right*  anooa 
breune))  |)q  hette  [856]  IT  The  fer^  is  ^e 
kiasyDg* .  and  trawoly  ho  were  a  greet  fool  frnf  woldo 
kiese  fe  mouth  oP  a  brennyng*  ouen  or  oP  a  fomeya  : 
[857]  and  more  foolea  ben  fay  (laP  kyssen  in  vilonye. 
For  faf  mouth  13  pa  niouf  of  belle,  and  namely  fise 
olde  dotard  faolcs  holours .  ;if  wol  fay  kisso  fough 
pay  may  nought  do  &  snmter  bem ,  [858]  IT  Certia  fay 
l>en  like  to  houndes .  For  an  hound  whan  he  comcft  to 
a  roser  or  by  oper  teautea ,  fougb  ho  may  noii;f 
'  (lissD '.  }cf  wil  he  beue  vp  bis  legi  and  make  a  coun- 
teiiauHce  to  pisse.  [859]  and  for  faf  many  man  weneth 
he  mny  nof  ayune  for  licorouenes  paf  be  doth 
with  his  wif:  Certis  paf  oppinioun  is  fala.  God  wot^  a 
man  may  sle  himself*  wip  his  owne  knyf*  and  mak 
himseJf-  dronke  of*  his  ougline  tonne  [860]  ^  Certli 
ho  it/  wif  or  child  or  eny  worldly  ping*  pat*  be 
louytli  bifom  god  it*  is  hia  matimet*  and  he  is  an  ydolaalro  / . 
[861]  man  aehulde  loue  his  wyf*  by  discresciotm 
p.tuicntly  and    attompcmlly .    and    pn'ino    is    sclio   aa    it 


were  hia  snster  [663]  ^  The  fyfle  fynger  of  tlie  deuelea 
Itond  b  fe  stynkynge  deJe  of  leccherie  [863]  IT  Certea  fe  fyue 
fyngres  of*  glotonye  }a  deuel  put*  ia  fe  wombe  of  a  man . 
&  Ilia  fyue  fyngres  of  lecchery  bygripeth  hym  by 
^  reynes  for  to  ^rotre  him  in  to  ^e  fourneya  of 
lielle .  [S64]  ))ere  as  )iey  achuln  haue  ^  fuyr.  and  |>e  wormes 
JiaV  euer  acbal  lasten .  and  vepyng<  and  vayling< 
scharp  hunger  and  ynieV .  and  grialinea  of  deuelaa 
^V  schul  alto-teie  liem  wi^oute  reapit/  and  wi^ 
outen  ende  [865]  1  Of  leccherie  as  I  sayde  aouidren 
diners  epicea  of  fomicacion  )mf  ia  bitwen  man 
and  womman  ^t^  ben  noujf  maried  and  ^ia  ia  dedly 
synne  and  against*  nature  [866]  al  ^af  ia  enemy  and 
destruccioun  to  nature.  [867]  par  fay  ^e 
leaoun  of  a  man  telli|)  hiui  wel  ))af  it'  is  dedly 
synne  For  ala  niocho  as  jjoil  forbad  leccherie  and  fteinl* 
poule  jeuith  hem  |)af  rogne  (>aP  is  due  to  no  wighf 
buf  hem  fat*  doon  synne  dedly  [868]  Anofer  Bynne 
of  lecchery  ia  for  to  bireue  a  ninyden  of  hir  maydenheda  / 
for  he  fa,tf  so  do^!  Certcs  he  casteth  maydenhede  out 
of  the  heighesf  degro  p&V  is  in  f>e  presenf  lif  [869]  and 
birenith  hir  ^ilke  precious  fruyf  |>af  ^e  book  clepith  ^0 
hundrid  fruyt^.  I  can  jeue  it  noon  o^r  name  in  englisch. 
bnf  in  latyn  it  ia  I-cleped  Centesimus  fructua  sectinduin 
leronimum  contra  loninianton  [8;o]  if  Certea  he  ])af  so 
doth  is  cause  of  many  harmea  and  vilenyea  mo  ^an  eny  man 
can  rekene.  Right*  aa  he  som  tyme  is  cause  of  alle  ^  damages 
^at^  beetii  doon  in  ^  feeld  }iaf  brekith  ^e  hegge  or  ^e  closure 
fni^h  which  he  destroyeji  ))af  may  not*  be  restored! 
[871]  for  ceitos  no  more  may  msydenhode  be  re> 
■tared  |)an  an  arm  f&V  is  smyten  fro  ^e  body 
retonme  agayn  to  woxe,  [872]  ache  may  haue  mercy  ))ii 
wot<  I  wel  if  »che  do  penitence  buf  neuer  schal  it^ 
be  pat  Bche  nas  corrupts  [873]  ^  And  al  be  it  so  ^af  I 
haue  spoke  aom  wbaf  of  aduoutro '.  ^itl  ia  it  good  to  speke  of 
roo  '  perils  paV  longcn  to  aduoutre  for  to  eschieyre  )>af  foula 
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Bynne  [874]  fl  Adiioutric  in  latyn  is  (or  to  sayn  apjirochin;,'' 
of  ofer  man  lies  bod  forugli  Jie  which  fr-if  wliiloiu 
were  ooti  flcBcli  HlKjiinJen  here  bmiyes  to  o^er  pwBonoa 
[875]  H  Of*  Jiis  synne  oa  Raif  )ie  wise  mnn 
many  liarmes  cometh  Jier-oP  H  First"  brekyng*  oP  faith  11  And 
certes  faith  is  fw  keye  of  oristendom,  [876]  and  whan  Jiat 
faith  is  broke  &  lorn '.  so^ly  criatendom  slonf 
veyn  and  wipouten  fruyt*  [877]  II  This  aynno  is  eek*  a 
fieeP.  For  (lefte  is  generally  toapefcc  to  rcue  a  wigliP  tiis  ^ing< 
agayns  liia  wille  [878]  H  Certia  ym  is  fie  fouleaf  thefts 
fttf  may  be  whan  a  woniraan  fit«lith  hir  bofly  from 
hire  housboundc  and  jiueth  if  to  hire  holour  to  defoulc 
111  re  &  Rtclith  hir  soule  fro  crist/  and  ^eiiith  if  to 
^e  denel  [879]  II  Thiii  is  a  fouler  (lefte  ^an  for  to  breke  a 
chirche  and  stele  clialiaes .  for  [leso  aduoutcres 
breke  fie  temple  of"  god  spirituelly  and  etelen  [le  vessel 
of"  grace  faV  is  Jie  body  and  fe  soule  11  For  Ihii  crisP 
Bchal  deslroyen  hem  as  soith  eeinf  poule  [880]  H  Sothely 
fis  Jefte  dimtyd  gretly  loaeph  wlian  faf  his  lurdea 
wyP  praydo  him  of  vilonye  whan  he  saide.  lo  my  lady 
how  roy  loni  haf  take  to  me  vndar  my  wardo  al  pnP  he 
haji  in  fia  world .  lie  no  fiing"  of  his  power  is  onte  op 
ray  power  buf  oonly  )e  faf  ben  his  ivyf".  [881]  and 
how  flchuld  I  do  faniie  fis  wikkidnea  and  synne  so 
horribly  agayns  god  and  my  lord .  God  it  forbede 
H  Alaa  al  to  litol  is  suche  troiife  now  I-founde  [882]  II  The 
Jiridde  hann  is  fe  filtho  furgh  which  fay  breken 
)k  oomaundemenf  of<  god  and  d^foule  ^e  auctour  oP 
here  matrimonye  |iaf  is  cri'af .  [883]  For  certis  in  so  moche 
as  fie  Bflcrument  oP  manage  is  so  noble  and  so  dignef  So 
moche  is  it  fe  grelter  synne  for  to  breke  if,  for  god 
makid  mariage  in  poradis  iu  fiestaf  oP  Innocence  to 
multiplie  man  kynde  to  fe  seruice  oP  god  [884]  and 
^rfore  is  fie  brekyng'  (le  more  greuous .  OP  which 
breking*  come))  fala  heires  ofte  tyroea  faf  wrongfully 
occnpion  mennes  heriloge  ,  and  fi<fcfore  wolde  crisis  putt« 
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hem  out?  of*  )n  regne  of  heuen  ^at<  is  herib^  to  goods 
folk".  [88s]  Of'  1?^  braking'  come))  et  ofto  tymo  J«f 
folk*  vnnai  weddea  oi  syimen  wi^  hei  kynrede 
and  n&melf  ^ese  harlottia  ^at'  haunten  bordels  of  ^nw 
foole  wommen  ^V  mowe  be  likened  to  a  comune  gouge 
where  as  men  pargea  here  eDtraylos  oP  her  ordure  [886] 
H  what"  Bay  we  ek*  oP  putours  faf  lyuen  by  ^  orrible  synn« 
of  putrie  &  conBtrayne  wymmen  ;e  som  tyme  his  oughue 
wyP  or  his  child  as  don  ^  fest  baudea  to  jelde  hem  a  certeyn 
rente  oP  here  bodily  putrie  H  Ccrt«s  ^cse  ben  curaede 
lynnes  [887]  H  Vnderstonde  eek"  that*  avoutrie  b  seP 
gladly  in  ^  ten  comauiidementa  hituixe  man- 
■Iaii)t«r  and  thefte .  For  it  is  gretteaf  thefte  faV  may 
be .  for  it  is  thefte  oP  body  and  houIo  /  [888]  and  it  is  lik* 
homicidie  For  it  kerueth  a-tuo  hem  Jiaf  first" 
were  makid  oon  fleisch .  and  p^rfore  by  po  olde 
lawe  of  god  fay  scbolde  be  slayn  [889]  ^  Buf  nafeles  by 
^  lawe  oP  Ihu  Crist'  ))af  is  lawo  oP  pite  nhan  ha 
sayde  to  fe  woinmnn  fiat  was  found 0  in  aduoutri 
and  schulde  haue  ben  skyu  wiVi  stoones  aftir  f e  wille  oP  fa 
levBs  as  was  her  lawe .  Go  quod  ihu  criaV  and  hane  no 
more  wille  to  synne.  or  wilne  no  more  t«  do  aynne. 
[890]  H  Sothely  |ie  vengeance  oP  avouterye  ia  awanlid 
to  [.....  no  gap]  belle  /  buf  if  be  destourbed 
by  penitence  [891]  H  Jit"  ben  fer  mo  apicea  oP  ))ia  cursed 
lynne .  as  whan  ]nf  oon  oP  hem  ia  religious  or  ellis  botfaa 
or  for  folk*  Jnf  ben  entred  in  to  ordre  aa  subdekin 
or  dekin  or  presto  or  hospitalers  and  euer  ^  higher  ^t< 
he  he.  ))e  gratter  is  ]w  synne.  [893]  ^ 
^inges  faf  gretly  aggreggitb  her  synne  is  Jie  brekyng- 
op -here  avow  oP  chastite  whan  ))ay  resceyued  ordre. 
[893]  and  for|>er  oner  is  Boft-  )iaf  holy  ordre  is  cheP 
6p  alia  fe  tieaor  oP  god  and  his  especial  signe  and  mark* 
oP  chaatite  to  schewe  ^af  ^y  ben  ioyned  to  chastite 
which  faP  is  fa  moste  precious  UP  faf  ia  [894]  ^  And 
eek<  >ese  ordred  folt  ben  specially  tytled  to  god  and  oP  }a 
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siwcial  meyiia  of*  gixl  of*  wliiclie  whan  fay  don  Jodly 
eyime  fay  beii  Jib  special  traytoura  of  god  and  of  his 

poople.     [ IU3  gap  in  the  MS-I 

aud  whil  fay  ben  Buch«  traytouref  here  prayer  auaylef* 
nop  to  fe  poeple  [895]  H  Preatia  ben  aungela  as  by 
fe  dignite  oP  here  misterie  H  Bnf  foraofe  seinP  ponl 
aaith  faP  Sathanaa  ti'ctn^formeth  him  in  aungel  of* 
lighf.  [896]  Sofely  fe  preaf  faP  liauntith  dedly 
syiutef    lie    may   be    likened    to    fe    aungel    of    light*. 

[ 'lo  gii/i]  &  he  semeth  aungel 

of  light:  bnf  for  aofe  he  is  anngil  of"  derknes 
[897]  whicho  bon  )re  sones  of"  belie  as 
Bchewith  in  Jw  book*  of  kinges  f.it*  fay  were  fe 
sonea  of  belial  faf  ia  fa  denel.  [898]  belial  is  to  say 
wifoute  Inge  and  ao  faren  fay  fsy  fynke 
hem  fre  and  ban  no  luge  no  more  fan  hath  a  fre 
bole  fat"  takith  which  cow  fap  him  likef  in  Jib 
toun  [899]  BO  faren  fay  by  woniraon  For  right*  as  * 
fre  bole  ia  y-nougti  for  al  a  totm  f  /  Righf  ao  ia  a  wikked 
preat*  cormpcioim  ynough  for  al  a  purisch  or  for  al  a 
contray  [900]  H  These  prestes  as  aaif  fe  book*  ne 
conne  nop  fe  mistery  oP  preathode.  fe  poeple  ne  'god 
no  knowe  fay  noP.  fay  holde  hem  noughf  apayed  aa  sailh 
fe  book"  oP  aoden  fleiesh  fat"  was  to  hem  offred '.  but?  fay 
tooke  by  force  fe  fleiasch  fat*  is  raw!  [901]  Certes  so 
fese  Bchrowes  hohle  hcjn  nop  appayed  with  roated  fleisab 
and  8ode  fleiash  wif  whiche  fe  poeple  feoden  hem  in 
greP  reui?rence.  But  fay  wil  haiie  raw  fleiacS  oP  folkes 
wynes  and  here  dou^trea  [902]  *H  And  certes  fese 
wo  mm  en  faP  conaenten  to  here  harlotrie  don  greP 
wrong*  to  crp'sP  and  to  holy  chircho  and  alia  halwea  /  and 
to  alle  Boulea  for  fay  birenen  alls  fese  hem  faP  achnlde 
worschipe  criaP  and  holy  chirche  and  praye  for  crialen 
sonles  [903]  ^  And  forforo  han  auche  preatia  &  here 
temmans  ecka  fnP  conaenten  to  hero  lecclierie  fe  maliiioun 
op  al    fe   court'  cristian    til    fay    name   to    amendemont 
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{904]  H  The  Iwidde  apice  of  adaoutry  ia  Boni  tyme  bitwix 
a  man  And  hia  wif  and  f&V  is  wbui  )iaf  take  noon  reward 
in  her  aasembling'  bul^  only  to  ^  fleiechly  delif  as 
saith  seint  leiom.  [905]  and  ne  lebks  of  no  ^g  buf 
iMf  pay  be  assemblid  by  cauae  )iaf  |)ay  ben  maried. 
al  is  good  ynoi^H  as  ^inkith  hem.  [906]  Baf  in  euche 
folt  ha))  |»  deuel  power  as  eaitb  )ie  aungel  Raphael 
to  Thohy  in  here  aeaemblyj^  ^y  'putten  ihu 
crisf  ouf  Df>  her  herte.  and  jiuen  hemself^  to  alle  ordure 
[907]  f  The  ferthe  apice  is  ^o  aaaemble  of*  hem  f»,V  ben 
of  here  kynrede  or  of  hem  pAif  ben  of  oon  effinite  or 
elles  wi^  hem  wi^  whiche  here  fadres  or  here  kynrede 
haa  delitid  in  fe  synne  of  leccherie.  {lis  eynne  niakith 
hem  like  houndes  JiaP  taken  noon  heede  of  kynrede 
[go8]  and  certea  pareiiteal  ia  in  tuo  nianeres  ej|j«" 
goatly  or  fleisahly.  goatly  as  for  to  dele  wiji  her 
gosaib.  [909]  For  rijt  /  so  as  he  (laf  engpndrith  a  child 
is  his  Seiaslily  fader'  Ri;t  so  is  his  godfader  his  fader 
eapiritoel.  for  which  a  woHiinan  may  in  no  lasse  synne 
assemble  wi|)  hir  gosaib  }ian  wi|i  hire  oughnc  fleiachly 
fader  or  brojwr  [910]  1!  The  fifte  spice  of  (lilke  abhominable 
aynne  of  which  faf  no  man  unnefe  oughte  to  apeke  ne 
write,   navies    it   is    openly   rehersed   in    holy   wryt/. 

h"]    [ 

HO  gap  in  the  MS.]  huf  )iough  ^f  holy  wril^ 

apeke  of  horrible  sjmnef  Certea  holy  writ  may  nof  be 
defooled  no  more  fan  fo  sonne  ^af  schyneth  on  a 
dongehul  [913]  H  Ana)»T  aynne  appertenith  to  lecchery  ^at^ 
come)<  in  aleping^.  &  fia  aynne  come^  ofte  to  hem 
^t^  ben  maydenee  and  eek<  to  hem  ^tf  ben  corrupte 
and  ))is  synne  men  clepen  pollucioun  ^af  cometh  in  .iiij. 
manets  [913]  V  Som  tyme  of  languisschyi^e  of  body  for 
ye  humours  ben  to  ranke  and  to  abundaunt  in  ^e  body 
>of  man.  aomtyme  of  infinnite  for  ^  febleneaae  of  ^e 
TArtu  retentyf  aa  phisik'  make^  mencioun .  And  som  tyme 
for  Burtete  of  mete  and  drynke.   [914]  som  tyme  of 
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rileins    ^ougfitea    ^V    ben    enclosed    in    nianncis   myudu 

wtian  he  [ 

710  gap  in  the  J/S.]  kejw  him  wiflcly  or  elles 

may  men  synae  greuoualy 

[No  break  in  (he  MS.] 

[915]  ^  Now  coiucjtli  \s  remedyo  a^ena  lecchery  and  fiat^ 
ie  generally  chaetite  of  wikkedliede  aud  ootitinencG  f>ap  re- 
Htreynef  alle  fe  desonl eigne  jnoeuynges  faf  conien 
of*  fleiBolily  tiiluntus.  [916]  and  euer  fie  gretter  meryt' 
Hcbal  lie  haa  ^at'  most  restreynetli  Bschau- 
fynges  of  orduTo  of"  Ym  aynne .  and  ^is  is  in  ^re 
raaneres.  ^af  is  to  sayii  cliaatite  of  mariage  /  cliaatito 
of/  wickedhede  [917]  H  Now  schalf  fou  vnderstonde  faP 
matrimoigne  is  leful  aseemblyDge  of<  man  and 
■wommait  {taf  reHCeyued  "by  vertu  of  |ie  eacicinent?  |>e 
bond  ^urgfi  which  |)ay  may  not  be  dopnrtid  in  al  hers 
iif  fat  is  to  any  whil  fay  lyuen  bofe, 
[918]  fii  88  saith  fe  boke  ia  a  ful  grcf  sacreniuiit' 
God  makid  it  /  as  I  haue  said  iii  piradia  and  wolde  liim- 
self  be  bom  in  luarii^o  [919]  and  for  to  holden  niariage, 
he  was  af  fo  weddyng"  wlipr  na  he  tumode  watir  in  to 
wyn  which  was  fe  Hrste  miracle  faf  he  wrougfil  in 
erfe  bifora  hia  diaciples  [920]  trcwe  effects  of 
iiiariage  clensith  fomicacioun  and  replenischitb  holy 
chircliQ  of  good  lynage .  for  f af  is  fe  ende  of  niariage 
and    it    chaungith    dodly    aynne    in    to    venyal    bituixa 

hem  ))at<  ben  weddid     [ 

no  gap  in  Ike  MS.\   as  wel  as  fe  bndyea 

[gzi]  H  fis  ia  verray  mariage  faf  waa  first"  blessed  by 
god  ei  ]Hit<  fe  eyniie  bigan  whan  naturel  lawe  was  in  his 
ftnV  poynf  in  parodis.  and  it  was  ordeyned  fat/ 00  man 
eohuldo  haue  but*  oon  womman .  and  oon  wontman  buP  oon 
man  as  saith  seinf  augnstyn  by  many  resouna 

[92a]  H  Firet*  for  mariage  ia  figured  bitwise  crinV  and 
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hoi;  chiiche  V  Ano^  is  for  a  man  is  heed  of^ 
a  woffltnan  algato  by  oidinauuce  it/  aohulde  be  so 
[913]  if  For  i^  a  womman  had  mo  men  ^an  oon '.  Jtanne 
echolde  sche  haue  mo  hedes  f>an  oon  &  p&V  wera  oa 
horrible  fvaff  bifom  god .  And  eeb  a  womman , 
uyjte  noi^f  please  to  many  foIk<  al  at  oones.  and  also 
fw  no  schulde  neuer  be  pees  &  resf  amoiig<  hem.  For 
euerjch  wolde  aske  his  oughne  ^ing<.  [934]  and 
for)ier-ouet  no  man  schulde  knove  his  oughne  en- 
gendnira  ne  who  schulde  haue  his-  heritage  and  pa 
womman  scholde  be  )ie  lasse  louod  fro  ^  tyme  Jrat 
Bche  were  ioyned  to  many  men 

[925]  H  Now  come^  how  frnt  a  man  schulde  beie  him 
wi))  his  wifi  and  namely  iu  tuo  ^inges  Jiaf  ia  'to 
sayn  in  Bufieraunce  and  in  reuti-fincc  and  ^at'  schewed  crisf 
whan  he  made  firef  womman.  [926]  For  he  ne  made  hire 
not*  of<  pe  heed  of*  adam .  for  Bclke  achulile  nol^  to 
gref  lordschjpe  haue  /  [927]  fcf  as  fic  womman  ha^  p» 
maistty  sche  makith  to  moche  disaray .  |>er  nedith  noon 
ensample  of-  fis.  |)e  expci-ience  oP  fis  of"^ay  by  day 
oughte  suffice  [918]  ^  Also  ecrtes  god  no  made  noujf 
womman  of*  pe  foot"  op  adam .  For  sche  ne  scholde  nou]t?  be 
holden  to  lowe  for  scbe  can  not/  paciently  euffre  ^  But  god 
made  womman  of  ^e  ribbe  of*  adam  For  womman  schulde 
be  felawe  vnto  man  [939]  Man  schulde  bere  him  to  his 
wif>.  in  faith  in  trou^  and  in  loue  as  sai))  eeint 
poule.    amaa    schulde    loue    his    wif*    as    cn'af    loned 

holy  chirche  [. no  gap]  fatf  deyed  for  if . 

so  schulde  a  man  for  his  wyf  if/  it<  were  neede 

[930]  It  Now  how  ])at<  a  womman  schulde  be  subiect 
to  hir  hoiisbonde  ^af  tallith  seint  peter  .  iij".  c°.  firsf  in  obedi- 
ence [931]  and  eek/  as  sai^  }e  decn.  A  womman  ^t 
is  a  wif  as  longe  as  sche  is  a  wiP  sche  ha^  noon 
anctorite  to  awere  ne  to  bere  witnesse  wi)»ute  leue  of* 
hir  housbonde  f&V  is  hir  lord,  algate  he  schulde  be  so 
by  resoun ,  [932]  sche  schulde  eot  seme  him  iu  al 
plta/iM,Melti  s  X  a 
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honeste  and  ben  attempre  of  hir  ai-ray  /  I  voV  wiJ 
^at'  ^ay  schulde  Bette  here  entenf  to  please  her  house- 
bondes  buf  nougRP  by  here  queyntise  of*  array  [933]  H  SeinP 
lerom  saith  fat'  wyuea  fnP  ben  arrayed  in  silk*  and 
in  purpre  ne  niowe  nou^f  clo[>e  hem  in  ihii 
eriaV  H  loke  wbaf  saitti  saint'  lohfl  eck'  in  fe  same  matier 
[934]  ^  Seinf  gregori  aaith  eet  )iat<  no  wigfiP  aekith 
precious  elofiiigi  ne  array  but'  oonly  for  veyn  glorie  to  ban 
honoured  fe  more  biforn  fe  poeple  [935]  f  It"  is  a  gref 
foly  a  vomm&ii  to  haue  fair  array  outward  and 
}iirsilf'  to  ben  foul  inward  [936]  H  A  wyf  schulde  eet  be 
mesurable  in  lokyng"  and  iu  beTyiig*  and  in  laug&eing' 
and  discrete  in  all*  hir  wordea.  [937]  and 
aboue  alle  worldly  fingea  sche  schulde  toue  hir  housebonde/ 
with  al  hire  herte  and  to  him  to  be  trewe  ot  hir  body, 
[938]  so  scholde  an  housubonde  eeke  ben  to  his  wif*, 
For  eith  faf  al  f e  body  is  pa  housebondea .  so  schulde 
here  herto  ben .  or  ellis  ])er  is  bitwixe  hem  tuo  as  iu 
faf  no  parfyf  manage  [939]  H  Thaniie  scbal  men  vnder- 
stonde^  faf  for  fire  flnges  a  wan  and  his  wyf  mowe  fleischly 
assemble  11  Tlie  firate  is  in  entont/  oP  engeu- 
dnire  of  children  to  the  seruiue  of  god.  for  certis  faf  is 
)ie  cause  fynal  of  matrtmoyne  [940]  1i  The  secounde  cause  is  to 
jelUen  euerych  of  hem  hia  delte  vn'to  ofer  of  his  body 
%  For  euerych  of  hem  haft  power  of  hia  oughne  body 
It  The  J»ridde  Li  for  to  eschiewe  leecherie  and  vilenye. 
]ra  feif>e  forsojie  is  dedly  synne .  [941]  as  to  fe 
fitste  it/  is  nieritory .  The  aecounde  also  for  as  saif  ^e 
decre  fat  sclie  haf  merit  of  chaatite  (taf  jeldith  to 
hir  housebonde  [10  dette  of  hir  body .  je  f ough  it/  be 
agayn  hir  likyng"  and  pe  lusP  of  hir  herP  [941]  fl  The 
)iridde  maner  is  venial  synne.  and  trewly  scarsly  may 
eny  of  Jiese  be  wifoiito  venial  ayune  for  po 
corrupcioun  and  for  pa  delit^ .  [943]  The  fer^ 
maner  is  for  to  vnderstonde  as  if  fay  assemble  oonly  for 
e  and  for  noon   of  pe  f.iMayiK-  causoa.  biif 
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for  to  MoompllM  ^ilke  hnamjngfi  delyV  ^y  rakka 
aener  how  oft«.  m^j  it  it  dedlj  lyiuia  ind  jit^  wi^ 
K»we  wme  folt  wole  moia  pejno  hero  tot  to  doon  ^n 
to  her  appetit  suffiM^ . 

[944]  the  seooundo  muur  of  ehMtito  ia  to  ben 
a  dene  wydewe  and  to  eaoUaw  ft  embtuyngea  of  men 
sad  deeireii  ^  enbcMyngei  of  ihu  oriel?  [94Sl  ^Me 
ben  ^  y»tf  bin  ben  wjum  and  hsn  forgon  here  hou- 
bondes  and  eek<  wommen  >at?  han  doon  leoaherte  and  be 
(eliened  by  penitence  /  [946]  and  cectla  If  }aV  a  wyf 
con>e  kepe  hir  al  cbaal?  by  Ucenoe  of  hir  hooeebonde  •» 
^f  ache  jeae  non  occoaioun  >atf  he  agilf  if 
were  to  hii  a  gref  motif  [947]  IT  Thiaa  manor 
wyminen  ^f  obaeruen  chostito  inoate  bo  oleno  in  hitrte 
aa  wel  aa  in  body  and  in  ^oii^jht'  ami  inoaumlilo  in  nln^iniT 
&  in  conntenaunco .  nliNltiii'nt  in  otynH^  aitit 
drynkyng*  in  epecho  ami  in  ili«li> .  And  ^nno  la  anhe  ^ 
VMael  or  ^  boyst'  or*  th«  Mtowiul  Alimdeliiynn  ^V 
fulfillith  holy  chircbe  ful  oi-  K'kmI  <Mli)iir .  |<}4K|  ^1  'tliv  ^ridde 
maner  of  ohaatite  ia  vir);iniUi .  niul  it/  biltiiMK^  pnV  auho 
be  holy  in  herte  itiid  r.hm  oP  body .  and  ^iftno  le  <M<h« 
spouse  of  ihtl  criat'  sjkI  aohu  la  fn  lit  itf  Biin)ii>la, 
[949]  aohe  ia  fo  prcyaynK<  of  ^a  world .  mikI  miIi*  1<  m 
^eae  martiiea  in  egolito .  aohe  ha^  in  hir  ^l  tmi)p>  ^t^  lt)»)|« 
may  nonjt?  tdlo .  [950]  virgiulte  bar  unta  lor) 
ihu  oniaf  and  virgine  waa  himMlue 

[951]  f  Ano^  remedy  ■gtyii*  tnmlwrie  ia  a|Mwla)ly 
to  wl>di*we  auohe  fiiigee  h  jitinn  MCMiUmu  In  )>llk« 
vilonye  u  ia  eaae  and  etyng'  and  drynkyigi*  Knr  nortw  wliau 
>e  pof  boylith  etrongely,  }t  bgete  n>MiMly«  la  In  wt^ 
ditwe  ^  tayr  [95*]  ileplnK*  wk'  In  vwv  iiiid^lc 
ie  eek*  a  greet/  norioe  vnto  Iwoherin 

[953]  ^  Ano^r  reniody  •Hayni  Invhorlo  *!«  ^1'  a 
man  or  a  wofflman  eiahiewe  ^  0(im)wnyt>  nf  hwt  by 
whiche  be  doutith  to  be  tempted ,  tnt  al  Iw  II  an  f*V  ^ 
deda      be    wi^tondo!    jlV    ia    ^r    mwV    t«ni|it«i>liiHn 
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[954]  Bothely  a  wlyt  wal  al  ^ongh  it  brenna  nof 
folly  by  stikyTig<  oi'  a  candel  jet  is  ^  wal  bUk*  of  stiking' 
of*  a  caudal  ful  ofte  tyme .  [955]  I  rede  }aV  no  man  truste  iu 
his  onghne  p^rfecxiioun  but  he  be  stranger  ))an  Sanipson  or 
hoUere  ^an  Danyd .  and  wiser  ))an  aalamon 

[956]  It  Now  aftei  fal?  I  haue  declared  jow 
fo  seuen  dedly  synnes  as  I  can  &  soma  of  hara  brauncbes  and 
hen  remedyesf  solely  if  I  con^  I  wolde  telle  )ow  ^ 
ten  comaundam elites .  [957]  but' so  heigb  a  doctrine  Ileuato 
diuinee.  but/  na)>eles  I  hope  to  god  Jiay  ban  touchid  in  pis 
litil  tratys  eueHrich  of  hem  alle 

De  teetrndlt  parte  feaiieneie     [in  margiit] 
[958] 

TOw  for  as  moche  as  ^  secoande  part*  of  penitence 
stant*  in   confessioun  of  mouth  as  I  bigan  in  ft 
chapitTd  I  say  seint  austyn  saith. 

[959]  Synne  ia  aueiy  word  and  eun-y  deda  /  and  al  ))af 
men  coueyten  agayn  fe  lawe  of  ihu  cfiat*.  and  fiis  ia 
for  to  aynne  in  harta  in  moutho  and  in  dede  by  ])y  fyue 
wittia  ))at<  been,  sighf  heeryng*  smellyng<  tastyng* 
or  eauoiyng*  or  felyng"  [960]  H  Now  if  ia  good  to  vnder- 
Btonden  ^e  ctrcumstauncea  ^t"  aggreggeu  mocbe  to  euery 
synne.  [961]  fou  schalf  considra  wbaf  t>ou  art*  ^f  dostf 
fQ  synne  whe^ii  Jiaf  ^u  be  mal  or  feraal.  old  ojier 
jongi    gentil    ot    )iml.    free  or  aeruatinf  hool   or  seek*. 
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mennes  tiousea  or  in  ^in  owDe  iii  telil  or  in  chirche 
or  in  cliirchohawo .  in  chirche  dedicate  or  noon . 
[965]  For  it   [ 

no  gap  in  tlie  MS,]  it  bo  dodicAtc  if  is  cnteidited  til  if 
be  roconailed  by  ^e  bischop  [966]  and  pu 
presf  scholdo  be  cnterdyteil  fae  dcde  such  a  \'ilonye  b>  leniiQ 
<^  b1  his  lyf'&sclioklouo  more  sj'uge  uo  masse  and  if' lie  dvilv 
be  schuldo  do  dedly  synnc  at*  oucry  tymo  ^t'  ho  song*  mai'Mi 
[967]  H  The  fertho  circumstauweo  is  by  which  nipdia- 
toara  as  by  which  niesHngcre  'or  for  entysenieiif  or  f-r 
consentemeHf  to  beru  coni]ianyc  wilh  felawes  For 
many  a  wretcho  for  to  Vre  companye  wol  go  to  J).; 
deuel  of-  hcUe.  [968]  for  fay  paV  egpyn.  or  vm- 
sentyn  to  (10  «yiiiif  Imi  pavti'iu-tx's  oP  pu  syiim:  ai;il 
of  pe  daniimacio'fu  <if'  pi  syiiin'n- 

[969]  ^  Tlio  fyfti!  is  how  many  tynu's 
faf  he  haf  symied  if'  it'  \-r  in  his  niyiido  .'ana  how  oHu 
(Mif  ho  haf  fallo  .  [970]  l''>'i'  hv.  )>at'  oftu  fallith  in  syiine. 
despiscf  pe  murry  of'  liod  mid  tncrt-suetli  liis  wyimo 
and  is  vnkyndu  to  crist'  and  lio  waxilli  pa  took  feblo 
to  wifistonde  syiine  and  syiini'))  fc  nwire  liyliUy 
[971]  and  pe  latter  arriRtth  and  iit  pa  more  eschicwu 
to  schriuc  him  .  and  namely  to  liim  paf  hap  beii  his  con- 
fessour.  [972]  For  whiche  paf  folic' whan  pay  f alio  ngajn 
in  here  oldo  folios  cj-ther  pay  forletin  Iter  confeasoun 
al  vtterly  or  ollis  pay  departen  hero  schiifte  in  diners 
places,  huf  sopely  such  departed  schrifle  hap  no 
mercy  oP  god  oP  his  synnes  [973]  H  The  sixte  circiini- 
staunce  is  why  paf  a  man  synnep  as  by  which  tcmptacioun 

[ no  gap]  or  by  ex- 

cityng*  oP  oper  folk"  or  iP  he  synne  wip  a  womman  by 
force  01  by  hir  owns  arnenf.  [974]  or  if  pe  iromman 
maiigre  hir  heed  hap  ben  enforced  or  noon,  pis 
Bchal  scho  telle,  or  for  coueytiac  or  for  poueri«  & 
iP  it  was  hire  proouryng*  or  noon  uid  alle  such  manor 
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baraeys  [975]  H  The  .vij.  circnmstauKce  is  in  vhaif 
matier  he  ha^  dun  hia  synne  or  how  Jiaf  Bche  hs|i 
enffied  peff  folt  ban  doon  to  hite.  [976]  }e  samo  euhal 
^  man  telle  pleynly  aU«  ^e  circumBtaancea .  and  whe^r 
he  haue  BynDed  wi)i  commune  boideal  womman  or  DOon . 
[977]  **'  ■looii  )'i3  synne  in  holy  tyme  or  noon,  in  fart- 
yng*  tyme  or  noon .  or  bifom  hia  schrifte  of  after  his  latter 
Bchrifte  [978]  And  ha^  par  aduenture  broken  his 
penannco  enioyned  ^rfore .  by  wbos  help  or  by  whoa  connseil 
by  sorcery  or  by  ofer  craff  al  moste  be  told  [979]  H  Alle  )iese 
Jiingea  after  ^ay  be  giete  or  smale  engreggen  f» 
coDBciens  of  a  man  and  eek*  fie  preeP  paif  is 
|ra  iugge  may  ^0  better  ben  auysed  of  hb  iugemenl^  in 
jiayng*  of  ^y  penaunce  /  and  ^ti<  is  after  ^y  contridottn . 
[980]  For  vnderstonde  wel  (nf  after  ^e  tyme  ^t  a  nun 
ha)>  defouled  his  baptUme  by  synne  if  he  wol  come  to 
sanacioun  ^r  is  noon  ofwr  wey  bul^  praiitence  and  schrifte 
of  montbe  and  by  eattsfaccionn  [981]  and  namely  by  ^ 
tuo .  if  Jier  be  a  confeasour  to  which  he  may  echtyue  Mm . 
and  fe  firidde  if  je  haue  lif  to  parfurme  if . 

[983]  ^me  schal  men  loke  if  and  considre  y^tf  if  he 
^wol  make  a  trewe  and  a  profitable  confessioun  Jrer 
musto  be  foure  condiciouns  [983]  II  Firef  it  moste  ben  in 
Borwefnl  bittemesse  of  herte  as  aayde  fe  king*  E^chiel  to 
god  H  I  wol  leniembre  me  alls  )»e  jetes  of  my  lif  in 
bittemes  of  myn  herf.  [984]  j>w  condicioan  of  bitter- 
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■eiuf  anguetyn  ^f  euch  sclinmcfuaf  folk*  ben  nosf 
fixjeuenes  of^  remissioMa  [9S8]  H  The  seconnde  eigne  is 
hnmilite  of*  coofesaioun  H  Of  whicli  stdf  seiut  petre 
hnmblith  jow  vnder  ^  itiigllf  of*  god.  fa  bond  of<  god 
ia  myjty  in  confeasioun  I'or  ^rby  god  forjiueth  ^ 
BjnmeB  he  aloiie  ha))  ^  powei .  [989]  and  (lis 
hnmilite  edml  ben  in  herto  and  in  eigne  outward.  For 
rigbf  aa  be  ha))  humilite  to  god  ifi  his  bertef  rigbV  bo 
sobnlde  be  homble  his  body  outward  to  ^e  preaf  ^uf  aittith 
in  goddea  placo  [990]  For  which  in  no  manere  sith  )i>-\f 
criaf  is  souerayn  and  ^e  presf  is  hia  mene  and  mediatoar  bi- 
twise ciisf  and  fe  aytinere  atid  ))e  aynner  is  ))e  lasae  as  by 
way  oP  reaoanl  [991]  {laime  schulde  nonjf  )»  conCessowr  sitte 
as  lowe  as  ^  synncre  but'  fie  aynnete  schulde  knele  bifom  him 
CI  at*  his  feet  buf  if'  moladyc  destourbid  if  for  he  schal  take  no 
keep  who  aittith  pete  hut*  iii  wlioa  place  )»af  he  aittcth . 
[993]  a  nia"  )>uf  haf  trusjiassuJ  to  n  lord  and  Cometh  for  to 
axe  him  of*  mercy  and  to  makeu  liiu  nccurd  /  and  settith  him 
donn  anoon  by  ^e  lord  .  meu  woldc  holde  him  outrageous  atid 
uot'worfyeosoouefortohaucmQrcynereniissioim[993]1ITlie 
))ridde  signo  ia  fat"  fy  schrifte  schulde  be  ful  oP  teeria  iP 
men  may  wepo ,  and  iP  he  may  nof  wepo  wif  his  bodUy  eyen 
lef  him  wepe  wi))  his  berte .  [994]  Such  was  )»  confeaaioHn 
ot  aeint  peter.  For  after  be  hadde  forsake  ihil  criat*. 
he  wante  ouf  and  wepte  ful  bitterly  [995]  H  The  fertile 
eigne  is  faf  he  lette  noujf  for  achame  to  echewen 
hia  confeasioun.  [996]  Such  was  pe  confesaioMn  of*  fe 
magdaleyn  fat*  spared  for  no  achame  of*  hem  ))af  were 
af  )ie  feate  to  go  to  oure  lord  *ihu  cnsf  and  byknowe 
to  him  hire  synne  [997]  H  The  fifte  eigne  ia  ^f  a  ma;i 
or  a  womman  be  obeisaunt/  to  reeceyue  )w  penaunce  paV 
him  ia  enioyned.  For  certie  ihii  cnst^  for 
fe  gultee  oP  oon  man  woe  obedient*  to  hia  deth 

[998]  ^  The  0^1  condicioun  oP  verray  coHfeeaioun 
is    ))af  if  hastily  be  doon .  For  certea  iP  a  man  had  a 
dedly  wouwde.  euer  >e  lenger  faf  ho  taried  to  warisch 
0  imf  t<*i 
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himself  f  fie  more  wolile  if  corrupte  and  haste  him  to 
his  de^  and  eek<  )w  wounde  wolde  be  pe  wone  to 
hele  [999]  IT  and  right*  so  faie^  synne  ^at^  long< 
time  is  in  a  man  vnachewed  [1000]  Certes  a  man  onght« 
BOone  Bcheire  bis  fynne  for  many  causes  aa  foi  drede 
of  detiv  fat/  come)i  sodeinly  aud  not*  certeyn  whaf  tyme 
it  schal  come  or  ben  in  what'  place .  and  eek*  ^  drccchyng* 
of  oon  eynne  draweji  ano))er  [looi]  and  eet  fie  lenger 
he  tarie^  fe  terser  is  he  from  crisf  and  if  he  abyde 
vnto  his  laste  day  skarsly  may  he  schriue  him  or  re- 
inenzbre  him  of  his  Bjnnes  or  lepente  for  )>e 
greuoua  malady  of  his  deth  [1003]  IT  And  for  as  moche  aa 
he  ha^  nof  in  his  lif  herkened  Ihu  crisf  whan  he 
ha)  spoken  i  he  echal  crien  to  ihii  crisf  af  his  laate 
day ,  and  Bcarsly  wol  he  herken  him .  [1003]  And 
vnderstonde  )af  ^is  condicioita  moste  haue  foure  fiingea 
)y  8chrift«  moste  ben  punieyed  byfom  and  auysed. 
Fur  wikked  haste  do)  no  profyf  and  fiaf  a  man  can 
schryue  him  of  his  synnes .  be  if  of  pride  or  of  enuye  and 
so  for)  alle  ))e  spices  and  )>e  ctrcumstaunces  [1004]  and  fiaf 
he  haue  compiehendid  in  his  mynde  the  notnhie  and  ])e 

gretnes  of  his  synue    [ 

no  ffap]  [1005]  and  eek<  )>af  he  bo  contrif  of  his  sinnea 
and  in  stedefasf  purpoa  by  )e  grace  of  god  nener  ef f  to 
falls  in  synne  and  eelc  faV  he  diede  and  countiewayte 
himself  and  faV  he  flee  )e  occasionns  of  synne  to  whiche  he 
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povL  Iinsf  ben  schijuen  of'  fy  curate  but  if^  if  like  ^e 
of  ^in  hnmilite.  |)u  is  no  depattyng*  of  echrifte 
[1009]  ne  I  ne  say  nof  {rare  as  I  epeks  of  diuisioun  of  confes- 
sionn  '^t^  if  ^u  haue  licence  to  schiyue  ya  to  a  discrete 
and  to  an  honenf  preat^  whei )«  likith  and  eek<  by  Jie  licence 
of  ))y  cuial«  )iat<  ))ou  ne  maiat*  wel  schriue  J>e  to  him 
of  alia  ^yn  eynnw.  [loio]  h\iV  lef  no  aynne  be  byhlnde 
vntold        as        fer        aa        jxiu         hast  remcifi- 

bruunce.  [loii]  and  whan  )iou  scholia  )ie  Bchrine  to  ^i 
coiate!  l«lle  him  ecke  ol  )>y  synne  ^t^  ^ou  hasf  dou 
sith  fa\i  vere  lasV  I-scbryue .  ])is  is  no  wikkid  entenf  of 
ilioisioKn  of  schrifto 

[loia]  H  Also  (ly  verrey  schrifto  askith  certeyn  con- 
dicioMna,  First  faf  poa  Bchriue  fo  by  |ty  fre  wille 
nou;f  constrcyned  ne  for  Bchame  of  folk*  ne  for  maladya 
or  such  fling' .  for  is  rusoim  faV  he  ^af  tiespaseith 
wif  his  fre  wille  [.  .  .  no  'fp  in  the  MS."]  confosse  his 
trespas.  [1013]  noon  of)cr  man  schal  telle  his  syniic 
but  hiraaelf' .  ne  he  schat  not  nayte  or  denye  his  synno 
ne  wr»(itie  him  with  fo  prest  for  hia  amonestynge 
to  lute  syiiuc  [1014]  IT  The  aecou^de  co»dicioun  is  ^t^  )>y 
Bchriflo  be  lawufiil  fiaf  is  to  sayn  Ji<(f  fou  Juf  Bchriuest^ 
^  and  cek'  \t  pre^f  ))af  herith  {ly  confessioun  ben 
verrayly  in  fe  feith  of  holy  chirchc  [1015]  and  [laf  a 
man  be  nought*  despaired  of  ^e  ninrcy  of  Ihu  criat/  aa 
caym  or  luJos.  [1016]  and  eek*  a  man  mool^  accuse 
liimselP  of  his  owne  trospas  and  not"  another!  buP  he 
schol  blame  and  wite  himself  and  bis  oughne  malice  of  hia 
synno  /  and  noon  other  [1017]  IT  Buf  na^lesa  if  Jxtf 
ano(te)-  man  by  occaaioun  or  ellia  enticer  of  his  synne  or  faf 
)ic  estate  of  a  persone  be  auch  )iurgh  which  his  aynne 
n^regijith  or  ellea  fat  he  may  not  playnly  achryuc  hyire 
hut  he  telle  \e  p^rsone  wij)  which  he  haft  synncd 
fafme  may  ho  telle  it  [1018]  so  fat?  his  entenf  bo  noiijP 
to  bakbyto  fe  persone!  hul^  oonly  to  declare  his  cun- 
fesaioun 
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[1019]  Thow  Bchalf  noujf  eke  make  do  leaynp  in 
fj  confeseioun  for  humilite  [.  .  .  no  gap]  to  njn 
^t?  ^011  hast*  don  synnes  of*  whicho  ^u  vere 
iieuer  gulty  [1020]  oa  seint  augnstyn  soi^  IT  Ifi  ^n  b; 
cause  of  bamilite  makeaf  leajngra 

on  fiaelP.  fough  }wu  were  nof  in  synne  bifom 
jif  Bif  jHtu  ^anne  in  synoe  fiUTgh  fy  lesynges  [1021] 
IT  Thou  most?  schewe  Jiy  synne  by  fyn  ougline  propre 
nioutli  bnl^  ^n  \roxe  dombe .  and  not  by  no 
lettre.  for  )>ou  {lat  hasi?  don  fe  synne  pov  schalf  haiie 
^e  schame.  [loia]  Jiou  echalt  noujf 
peynte  ))y  confesBioun  by  faire  subtil  wordes  to  couer 
^e  more  fj  synne  for  )nmne  bigilinf  ^u  ^iself  and 
nop  fe  pieat? .  fou  most*  telle  if  platly  be  it 
neuer  so  foul  ne  bo  borrible.  [1013]  ^u  achalt*  eek/ 
schriue  ^  to  a  presf  ^tf  is  discrete  to  counwile  })e  ^  And 
fou    schalf   noujf  schryue    }o   for    'veinneglorie  ne   for 

ypocrisie.     [ 

no  gnp  tii  Ihe  MS.]    [1034]  fl  ^u 

Buliolf  nof  eek<  renne  to  )>e  presf  sodeinly  to  telle  him 
lightly  fy  synne  as  who-so  tellith  a  tale  or  a  iape.  buf 
auydty  and  wi^  gret  deuociotm!  [1025]  and  generally 
flchriue  Jre  ofte .  iP  f ou  ofte  falle '.  ofle  fou  aryse  by 
confessioun  [1026]  V  And  ^ougb  ))ou  schryue  )>e  ofter 
Jian  oones  oP  synne  oP  which  )>ou  hasf  ben  schiiuen  f  it  ia 
fie  mora  merita  and    as    saith   seint  augustyn    H   Tbou 
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[1039]  ^  Be  tmtda  parte  ponitonoie 

The  ^ridde  puiye  ot  penitence  is  Satiafaccioun  and 
paV  stondith  gen«raU7  in  almea  dede  and 
bodily  peyne  [1030]  ^T  Now  ben  J«r  [.  .  ,  ,] 
of  almes  dede  ^  Contricioun  of*  herte  where  a  man 
oSerefr  hiraself'  to  god  H  The  eecotutde  ie .  to  haue  pit«  of<  ^ 
defaute  of*  bis  neigheboi  V  The  Jiridde  is.  in 
good  coanseil  and  comfort  goetly  and  bodily  where  men 
ban  neede  and  namely  in  sustenaunce  of  mennes  foode . 
[1031]  and  take  keep  )iaf  a  man  ba^  neede  of*  [.     .     . 

nogap  inUie  MS.] 

clofing*  and  herberwe.  be  baj)   [ ]   cbaritable 

couiiaeil  atid  viaityng*  in  pnaoun  and  malady,  and 
aepulture  of'  bis  dede  body  [lojz]  V  And  if  Jion  may  notf 
viaite  pe  needeful  wif  (ly  pcraone !  viajte  by  py 
messoga  and  by  py  ^iftea.  [1033]  feae  ben  general 
almesaea  or  werkea  of  cliaritc  uf<  hem  pa\f  ban  temporal 
riches  or  didcreciofin  in  cofinselyiige .  Of  fese  werkes 
achalf  (wTU  hiercn  at*  fe  day  of  doom 

[1034]  fiis  almes  aclialt^  fon  doon  of  pin  oughne 
propur  [lingea  and  hastily  and  pnnely  if  fou  maiat. 
[103s]  E"'''  najtelea  if  [h>u  maist  not"  do  priuoly! 
)K}u  Bcbalt*  noujP  forbere  to  do  almes  pougb  men  as 
it  /  so  pat  if  be  nou}t  don  for  pank*  of  pe  world  buf 
oonly  for  ponk"  of  ihu  cnsP  [1036]  IT  For  as  witnessith 
seint  MalAewe  .v".  V  A  cite  may  not'  ben  bid 
pat*  is  sef  on  a  monritayn  ne  non  light  nof  a  Unt«me  and 
put'  it  vnder  a  buisschel  but^  men  sette  iV  on  a  candel 
stikke  to  lights  pe  men  in  pe  bous.  [1037]  Bighf 
so  Bchal  joure  light*  lighten  bifom  men  paf  men  may 
SB  jouie  goode  werkes  and  glorifien  jonre  fader  pat*  is  in 
benen 

[1038]  IT  Now  as  to  apeke  of  bodily  peyne .  it  is  in 
prayere     in     waklnges     in     fastynges .      in     vertuous 


techingea  of*  orisouns .  [1039]  je  achul  Tnderstonde 
^f  orieoans  or  proyeree  is  for  to  seyn  a  pitous  wil  oP 
herte  ))af  redresse))  in  god  and  exprasaith  itf  by  word 
outward  to  rei^iembre  harmes  and  to  haue  ^inges 
espirituel  &  ^durable  and  eom  tpue  teinporel  Jiinges 
of  whiche  onsouns  of*  fre  oriBoun  of*  fa  pater  norier 
.  haf  cure  lord  ihu  criat  enclosed  moat*  |)inges  [1040]  V  Ceitis 
it  ia  priuil^ed  of  {ire  |iinges  in  hia  d^^to  [..... 

no  gap]   fan   any  oper   prayer .    For  ihu 

cWst-lumBelf'niakedif.  [io4t]audif isBcborf  forifscholde 
be  coud  fe  mote  lightly,  and  forto  wifholde  if  }6 
more  esily  in  herte  and  helpe  bimselfe  fa  oftere  with 
)ie  orisoun  [1043]  and  for  a  mam  achutde  be  ^  laase  very 
to  say  it.  and  fur  a  man  may  not*  excnae  him  to  leme 
if .  it  is  Bo  Bchorf  and  so  easy  and  for  it  uomprebendith  in  if 
self*  alle  goode  prayerea  [1043]  IT  The  exposicioun  of  )>is 
holy  praier  Jiaf  ia  ao  excellent*  and  eo  digne .  I  bitake  to 
^se  mayatres  of*  theology,  saue  ])us  moche  wol  I  sayn 
vhan  fou  pray  est/  paf  god  schulde  fo^iue  fie  fy 
gultes  as  ))ou  foi^luest*  hem  )>at*  ]Ky  gulten  to  pef  be  ful 
wel  war.  ))af  (loa  be  nof  out  of  uhaiite.  [1044]  yia 
holy  orisoun  amenisith  eek*  venial  synne .  and  ferton 
it  appendith  specially  to  penitence . 

[1045]  pis  praier  moste  be  trewely  sayd  and  in 
venay  faith .  and  ^f  men  pray  to  god  ordtnatly  and  dis- 
ctetly  &  deuoutly  and  alvray  a  man  schulde  putte  his  wille 


SIX-TRST   081 

QRODP  I.     §  2.     parboh's  tale.     Harleiao  7334.     G87 

toinptacioun .  [1049]  ;e  bcLuI  vmlci-atonde  ^V  fast- 
ynge  stonP  in  fro  Jiingea  H  In  forbermg*  of  bodily  mete 
and  drint".  and  in  forberyng<  of  worldly  iolite .  and  in  for- 
bering*  of  worldly  synne .  ^la  k  to  sayn  }iat  a  man  schal 
kcp6  h'l"  fio  dedly  synne  in  al  ^V  he  may 

[1050]  H  And  )>ou  Bchalt  vndeTstonde  eek<  ^tV  god 
OTdeyned  foatyng*.  and  to  fastyng<  appurteynen  foure 
^uigea  [1051]  ^  largBsoe  to  pouer  folk",  gladnes  of 
hert'  eepirituel.  not  to  ben  angiy  ne  annoyed  ne 
grucche  for  he  fastith .  and  also  resonable  hour  for  to 
ele.  ete  by  meaure  f&V  h  to  sayn  a  man  achulde  nof  ete  in 
vntyme  ne  sitte  ]>o  leager  af  his  mete  for  he 
fostith 

[1052]  It  Thaune  schal  fou  rnderstonde  faf  bodUy 
peyne  stanf  in  discipline  or  teching*  by  word  or  by 
writyng"  or  by  cnsaniple.  Also  in  heirca  werynf,"  or 
of  fltamyn  or  of  habciouna  on  her  nakrtd  flcisch  for  cristes 
Bake  and  auche  manur  penaunce  [1053]  IT  But^  ware  )ie  wel 
^f  sucli  maner  peDau;(co  ^of  Jij-n  fleisah  make  noujf 
|»in  herte  bitter  or  angry  or  anoyed  of  fiaelf .  for  better  ia 
to  cast"  away  fin  hayre  (lan  for  to  cast«  away  fe  swet- 
nea  of  ibu  crwf.  [1054]  and  ferfor  eei^  adnt  poule 
^  Clothe  }ow  aa  |iay  |)at<  ben  chosen  of  god  in  herte  of 
misericords  debonairete.  aufferaunce  and  such  maner  of 
clojiing'.  of  )«  which  ihii  crisf  is  more  appayed  ])an  of 
hures  or  of  hauberkis 

[1055]  If  }™n  ia  eek*  in  knokkyng*  on 
^  bresf.  in  acourgyng*  wif  jerdea.  in  knelyngea.  in 
tiibnUciouna  [1056]  iu  anfiring'  paciently  wronges  fnf 
hen  doon  to  him/  and  aek<  in  pacienP  aufferatince  of  maledies 
or  lesyng*  of  worldly  catel  or  of  wif ,  or  of  child  or  of 
o^ir  frendes 

[1057]  IT  Thanne  achalf  pon  vndeistonde  whiche  ^ingea 
destourben  penaunce  /  and  (lia  is  in  foure  ^inges .  fiaf  ia , 
drede.  schame.  hope,  and  wanhope,  )Hif  b  de8p«racioHn 
[1058]  IF  And  for  to  speke  first/  of  drede  for  which  ha 
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wenath  JraP  he  may  auffre  no  penannce.  [1059]  fer 
agayos  ia  remeOye  for  to  ^inke  )iat'  bodily  penaunce  is 
but  schoif  and  litel  at  f<e  regard  of  fie  peyoe  of  helle  faV 
is  cruel  and  bo  long*  paif  it/  lasUlh  wi^outen  ende 

[1060]  H  Now  agains  ))8  scbame  ^aif  a  man  ha^  to 
schryne  him  and  namely  fesQ  ypocrites  ^f  wolde 
be  holde  eo  parfyf  paV  Jny  haue  no  meede  to  achriue 
hem.  [1061]  agayns  ^at  scliame  echulde  a  man  ])inke  patf 
by  way  of  resoun  ^af  be  hath  not*  bea  aschamed  to 
do  foule  ))inge8.  Certia  him  oughte  not^  ben  aschamed  to 
doon  faire  fiii)ges&  goodc  )>inges  and  )iat  is  confeasioun  [1061] 
H  And  man  scholde  eok"  finke  fiaf  god  seeth  alia  Jiy 
fwughtes  and  ^y  weikes  to  him  may  no  fiiog*  be 
hyd  ne  couered  [1063]  men  schulde  eek*  remembn 
hem  of*  ))e  schame  ^at  is  to  come  at/  pe  day  of  doom  to 
hem  ))af  ben  noughts  penitent*  and  achriuen  in  fiis  present 
lif.  [1064]  For  alle  ))b  creatures  in  heueu  ne  in  wthe  and  in 
belle  schulu  seen  apertly  al  ))af  he  hydith  in  {lis  world 

[1065]  H  Now  for  to  speke  of  hem  fa,V 
ben  BO  negligenf  and  slowe  to  schryue  hem  etanf  in 
t«o  manetes  [1066]  Hfiat'oon  is.  Jtaf  he  hopith  for  to  lyue 
longe  and  for  to  purchace  moche  riches  for  bis  delyf . 
and  ))anne  he  wol  schriue  him .  and  as  be  stuth  he  may  as 
him  seniith  tymely  ynongh  come  to  echrifte 
[1067]  H  Another  Is  of  |)e  Surqnidie  )iat<  he  haf  in  cristos 
mercy   [1068]  IT  Agains    ^  firstfl  vice  he  echal   ^inke 


8IZ-TBXI   683 

OBOUP  I.     §  S.    pabson's  TkLs.    Hailnu  7334.    689 

))iiike  ))ay  mights  nought  longe  perseaet  in  good- 
neeae  [1071]  V  The  firste  wanhope  corns])  of  yaff  he 
detnyth  Jmf  he  ajmned  bo  highly  and  bo  otta  and  so 
longe  layn  in  Bynne  paV  he  schal  not^  be  saued 
[1073]  IF  Certis  t^ens  ))at  cuTsed  wanhope  Bchulde  he 
frenke  faV  )ie  pasaioun  of  Ihii  crisf  b  more  Btrong<  for 
to  Tsbynde  pan  eynue  is  Btrong<  for  to  bynde 
[1073]  H  Agains  |ie  secounde  wanhope  he  schal  ^inke 
^af  als  ofte  aa  be  fallith !  he  may  ariae  agayn  by  penitence  / 
And  ^ough  he  neuer  bo  longe  bane  leyn  in  synnef  ^e 
mercy  of  crist*  ia  alway  redy  to  lesceyne  him  to  mercy 
[1074]  V  Agains  pe  wanhope  y&V  he  demeth  ^f  he  }iinkith  he 
Bchnlde  nof  longe  perseuere  in  goodnesse .  he  Bcbal  ])inke 
patf  fffi  febles  of  fo  deuel  may  no  fiing<  doon  bul^ 
men  wol  RuEfre  him .  [1075]  And  eelc  he  schal  haue  streng|)e 
of  fe  help  of  god  and  of  al  lioiy  chirche  and  of  fa 
proteccioim  of  aungcls  if  him  lisf 

[1076]  H  Thanno  eolul  men  vnderstonde  what  is  fe 
fruytf  of  penaunce  And  a(U-r  fe  word  of  ihu  crtsf  IT  hit  is 
fe  endelea  blisse  of  heueii  [1077]  Jier  ioye  haf  no 
contrariete  of  wo  ne  of  penaunce  ne  greuannce.  (ler  alle 
harmes  ben  passed  of  fiis  presenf  lif .  ther  aa  is  ^e  sikarnesse 

fro  (le  peyne  of  belle .  [ 

[■°78]     •     ■    . 

no  gap  in  the  MS.]  Jiere  aa  is  fe  body  of  man  (laf  whilom 
was  seek,  frel  and  feble  and  is  immortal,  and 
80  strong*  and  so  hool  paV  fei  may  no  fing'  ampeire 
if.  [1079]  far  nys  neyfier  honger  fniisf  ne  colde. 
buf  euery  soule  replenisched  wif  Jw  sight"  and  )ie  parfyf 
knowyng"  of  god  [1080]  H  This  bliaful  ragne  may  men 
purehace  by  pouerte  espirituel  and  |ia  gloria  by  lowe- 
nes.  fe  plente  of  ioya  by  huugor  and  farel?  and 
reste  by  tmuaile  and  fe  lif  by  deth  and  mortificacioun  of 

[Small  hrenk  in  the  MS.\ 
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IT  Frecea  de  CHwetm./ 
[.o8,l 

NOw  pray  I  to  jow  alls  pA^  heren  pia  1it«l  tretis 
or  reden  Jiaf  if  fet  be  any  Jting*  fdf  like* 
hem  ^f  Jier-oP  fay  )ianke  oute  lord  iliu 
crisf  ofi  whom  prooedith  aUe  witts  and  al  goodnes 
[io8a]  n  And  if  J>et  bo  eny  fing"  faf  diapleaith  hem  I 
pray  liem  ^t<  |)ay  arette  if  to  ^  defaute  of  myit 
vncojmyng*  ^and  nof  to  my  wille  fat?  wolde  fayn  haus 
aajd  better  if"  I  badde  connyng*  [1083]  1!  Fop  '  fe 
hook"       aaif  ,        al       faf       ia       writen  ,        for       oure 

doctrine  is  'wiiten   [ no  gap]    [1084]  For  I 

biseke  jow  niekely  for  fe  mercy  oP  god  (laP  je  pray  for 
me  faP  god  haue  mercy  on  ine  and  for^ene  me  my 
giltes  [1085]  and  namclicbe  my  tranalacionns  and  ot  endil- 
yng/  in  worldly  vanitees .  whiche  I  reuoke  ui  my  le- 
tracciouiia  [1086]  as  ia  fe  book*  of  troyles.  po  book* 
also  of  fame .  >e  book<  of  .29.  ladies  fe 
book*  of  fe  duchesses .  fe  book*  of  seint*  valentinea 
day  and  of  fe  parlimenf  of*  briddee.  (le  Tales  of  Caantu^ 
buiy  alle  )iilke  faf  sounen  in  to  synne  [1087]  pe  book*  Many 
» .  and  ofer  bokes  if  fay  ivere  in  my  mynde  /  or 
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{>euitence .  confesaioun .  and  Batiefaccioua .  to  don  in  fis 
presenf  Iif'[T09i]))UTgh)>e  beuigue  grace  of*  him  ^at  is  king* 
of*  Icyiigea  and  preaf  of  alio  piestis  paf  boiigbf  vs 
wip  his  precious  blood  o^  his  heif '  [1092]  So  {nV  I  mooto 
be  oou  of  hem  af  )«  day  ot  doom  that^  schal  be  eauj'd 
Qui  ciiHi  n/itrn 


APPENDIX 

TO   THE   HARLEUN   HS   7831 
'  AK   BN&-UKR,    HYMN,    AND   OUTB,   NOT   IN   THE  MS. 


1.  The  genuine  Nun'n  Prieft's  End-Link,  Group  B, 

§  15,  from  MS  lle^.  17  1)  xv,  Brit.  Mus, 
('Twould  liavc  fullowd  ji.  '^'i^  ubove,  ha<l  it  beuu 
in  the  Harlcian  M.S.) 

2.  The  Hyiuii  cf  Clwuofi's  t)sford  Clerk  Nicholas, 

•'An,jelu«  ud  Vinjiwm  "  (A  321C,  i>.  92  abuv), 
from  the  Amud^a  MS  ■J4tj,  iib.  1:^50-60  a.d., 
in  English  and  Lntin  ;  n  l'ai.'>^i]iiili:  and  a  print       i 

3.  Woodcuts  of  the  I'iULitings  <.f  the  23  JVffecrf  of 

the  Vaiiferburij  Tale*  KxywA  fruni  tlie  EUt-auiere 
MS,  and  cut,  by  Jlr.  W.  H.  Hooper. 

4.  Woodcuts  of  C  Tttlers  nf  6  of  the  Cunierbtmj 

Tii/es  — the  Eeeve,  Coolt,  Wife  of  Bath, 
Pardoner,  Muiik,  and  Mani-ip]e,^and  of  6 
AUegnriciil  Fi-jum  /or  the  Puiwn'g  Tale,— 
Envy  and  Chanty,  Gluttony  and  Abstinence, 
Lechery  aud  Chastity, — copied  from  MS  Gg. 
4.  27  in  the  Cambridge  University  Library, 
and  cut,  fcy  Mr.  W.  H.  Hooper. 


301    BIX-TKXT 

694   OROUfB.    g  Ifi.    nun's  I'AllfST'BENU-LIHX.   Seff.lTSXT. 


THE  NUN'S  PRIESTS  END-LINK. 


[MS  Reg.  17  D  xv.,  leaf  284  {pa^,  1  U60).] 


»  prisf .  our  hosf  sajde  anon 
a  thy  breche .  and  eu^ry  etoon 
a  mery  Ule  of  cliauntUier 
<f  trowtti  if*  thow  were  a  seculer 
Thow  wolde8t<  bien .  a  tredefoule  arigbf 
For  ifi  thow  have  corage ,  as  thow  hasp  myght' 
The  were  nede.  of"  hennya  as  I  wene 
Ya  mo  than  .vy.  tjmea.  seventena 
Se  whiche  brawnea .  }tat£  this  gentil  prist* 
So  grete  a  nekke .  and  eg  large  a  brisf 
He  lokitfi  as  a  eporhawke .  witi!  his  Ten 
Hym  neditts  naf .  his  colours  for  to  dyen 
WitR  brasil  ne  witB  gi'ayne  of  portyngale 
Now  !"?>  faire  fsl  yow.  for  yourc  mcry  tale 


W^  ggmn  of  (Mmitcfii'a  ©xforJ  <&UyX 

NICHOLAS, 
"ANGELUS  AD    VIRGINEM." 

(Miller's  Tde,  Qroup  A.  I.  3216.  p.  S2,  abuv.) 


Bnousht  (rymea  ahabce,  dde,  cee). 
Arundel  HS;  24B,  leaf  164.     Ab.  1260-GO,  h 

1 
Gabriel  fram  evene  king 

sent  to  )ie  maide  awele, 
broute'  fire  blisful  tiding, 

And  faire  fe  gan  hire  giviow  -. 
"  Heil  be  fu,  ful  of  grate  aritli  ! 
"  for  godea  Bone,  fis  evene  lith, 
"  *for  mannes  loiien, 
"  wile  man  bicomen, 
"  and  taken 
"  flee  of  |)e,  maidwi  brith, 

"  ma[n]ken  fre  for  to  mskeu 
"of  eenue  and  denies  mith." 


THE  LATIN  ORIGINAL  r 

'AliQELUS  AS   VlIiomBM: 

I 

Atigelos  ad  uirginem 

subintrans  in  cunclaue, 
Virginia  formidinem 

demiileena  inquit,  "  Aue  ! 
"  Aue  regina  uirginum  ! 
"  celi  terreqae  dominxm 
"concipies, 
"  &  pariea, 
"  intauta, 
"  salutem  hominum, 

"  til,  porta  celi  facta, 
"  medela  criminuiii." 


MUdeliche  im  gaa  audaweron 
^  milde  maiden  fanne  : 
'  wiche  wise  sold  ichs  beren 
child  with-huten  manne  1 ' 
Jlangle  seide,  "  ne  dred  to  nout ! 
"  f  urw  |)oligast  sal  ben  iwrout 
"  fia  ilclie  (ling, 
"  warof  tiding 
"  ichs  briHge ; 
"  al  sianken  wrth  iboiit 

"  fiiir  fi  Bwete  chiltinge, 
"  and  hut  of  pino  ibrout." 

'  tf  ii  an  overline  InaertioD. 
^e,  tierde,  &o.  staodB  for  '  h '. 

*  A  later  overline  '  eo '  ii  before  ■  for 


'  Quomo'io  conciperem, 

'  que  uirum  non  cognoui  t 
'  qualit«r  infringerem 

'  quod  firms  mente  uoui  I ' 

"  Spiritus  sancf  i  gracia 

"  perficiet  hec  omnia. 

"  ne  timeas, 

"  seii  gaudeoa 

"  quod  castimonia 

"  raanebit  in  te  pura, 
24         "  dei  poteucia." 
In  linM  8,  4,  £«,  28,  58,  GO,  ftc.  the  ■  K  of  K  H^'i 
but  tlie  liae  ihould  be  only  2  ineanirea. 


'.cs  jn  fiitaixsit    :  the  htun  of  cnAtCEBs  oxfohd  ( 


Wan  }e  maiden  undetatud, 

and  fianglea  wordes  ^eide, 
mild  cliche,  with  inilde  mud, 
tn  fiangle  pie  andswerde  : 
'  Hure  lordea  penmaiden  iwis 
'  ics  am,  ))at  her  abouen  is; 
'  aneftis  me 
■  fulfurthed  bo 
'ptsawe, 
'  ^ai  ics,  sithen  •his  wi]  ia, 

'  maiden,  witb-huten  lawe, 
'  of  modor  hauo  J>e  blis.' 


Ad  liec,  nirgo  nobilie 

respondens,  inquit  ei, 
'  Ancilla  sum  humilis 
'  omnipotentia  dei, 
'  tibi  celesti  nuncio 
'  tanti  eecreti  conscio, 
'  coDsentiens 
'  &  cupiena 
'  uidere 
'  &ctnm  quod  audio, 

'  parata  sum  paien 
'  dei  coneilio.' 


JJangle  ivento  a-wei  mid  fan, 

si  hut  of  hire  sichte ; 
and*^  fire  wombe  ariae  gnu, 

furw  foligastea  mithe  ;  4( 

in  hire  was  criat  bilokon  anon, 
fiiih  god,  aoth  man,  ine  fleas  and  bon 
and  of  hir  fleas 
iboren  was 
at  time, 
war-furw  us  kam  god  won, 

fe  bout  us  hut  of  pino, 
and  let  im  for  us  slon.'  48 


jn 


Ai^eluB  disparuit, 

&  statim  puellaris 
uterus  intumuit, 

ui  partus  salutaris, 
quo  circumdstuc  utero 
noue»i  mensium  numsro; 
post  exiit, 
&  iniit 
conflictum, 
affigcns  hnmeio 

crucem  qui  dedit  ictum 
soli  mortifeio. 


Maiden  moder  makelea, 
<f  milche  f  ul  ibunden, 


Eja  mater  domini 

que  pacem  reddidisti 


WOODCUTS  OF  THE 

PAINTINGS   OF   THE   23   TELLERS   OF 
THE   CANTERBURY  TALES 


THE    ELLESMERE    MS 


Mb  W.  H.  hooper. 


TUB  aiilPUAii. 


THE   XONNES   PRKE8T. 


^ 


TKK  fKERK. 


I   up  UXBKfUNA. 


MM  >MiNl.-«(.S\<. 
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THE    MANCIPLE. 
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■  In  the  BUcRnere  IfS  h*Te  nidaittj 
vntpenoQs.  Thrffltle  irieoM  of  Krauna 
.  plain  hli  flcmo.  mark  tbgaB  dciiK  t^ 


Hi!  dnwlntt  It  out  n  good  Mtbc  flntbawl'ii 
re  bxU;  ground,  toA  niF  poor  qaaUl;.— W.  H.  B 
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Pamon'a   Tale. 


LtciiLEiv  (ivitli  lii-i-  Uuut  .iml  ypirram),  and  Chabtitt  (trampling  on  tlie 
Dragon  of  Lust).     Parson's  Tutc. 
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®^c  C|auttr  SoticfiT. 


biMl  unprintid  Mrmuacripts  ■ 
«■«»  taundcd  in  1868.     Then 


THE  CHAUCER  SOCIETY'S  PUBLICATIONS. 
Tiidii  honour  to  CHArcBK,and  lo  let  Ihe  lovemand  ntudenta  of  him  Kt  how  far  the 
"  " '  '  hiB  works  differd  trum  tho  prinled  teiW,  tliiB  Society 

lymoloin' yet  to  bo  settled,  for  which  muiu  prinln  of 
re  vrantcd ;  nad  it  ia  hanlly  too  much  lo  my  thni  ever)-  line 
<if  ChHQeer  eontHins  points  that  need  rcconeideration.  Tbo  founder  [Dr.  I''urnivall) 
hcsiin  with  Tie  Canltibury  Tata,  snd  has  giTen  of  them  (in  parallel  columns  in 
I^.yBl  4to)  n\  of  the  best  theretofore  nuprinled  WaDuscripts  known.  InBfli.uch  as 
the  paraUol  airanf^iieat  noeesHilaled  tho  atteration  of  the  plo^'cs  of  certain  talcs  in 
Willie  of  the  MS5,  a  print  of  each  MS  has  been  issued  separately,  followm(r  the  order 


orthography,  ai 


Univ.  I.ibr.,  MS  Gg.  4.  27 ;  the  Corpus,  Onford ;  the  Petwurth  (by  lenvo  of  Lord 
Leeonfiold)  ;  and  the  Lanadowne  8dl  (Brit.  Mus.).     The  Harleian  7331  has  folluwd. 

Of  Chaucer's  Miliar  TWmij,— tho  MSB  of  which  are  (tcnerally  later  Ihiin  the  best 
MSS  of  the  Canterbury  Tales,— all  the  avsilable  MSS  liavo  been  printed,  so  as  lo 
secure  all  the  existing  evidence  for  the  Iroe  text. 

The  Trailiu  Parallel-Tcit  from  the  3  best  MSS  has  been  issued,  and  a  41h  MS  text 
iif  it  witb  the  englisht  Boccaccio  ComparieoD. 

The  Boece  from  the  beat  >IS  is  now  in  type. 

Tri  secure  the  fidelitr  and  uniform  treatment  of  the  tells,  Dr  F.  J.  Fumivnll  has 
read  nod  will  road  all  with  their  MSS. 

Aiilolgpet  of  most  of  the  best  Chaucer  MSS  have  been  publisht. 

The  Society's  publicalions  are  issued  in  two  Scries,  of  which  the  Hrst  rontnins  the 
ditTerent  texts  of  ChaDcer's  works ;  and  tho  Second,  each  orit^inaln  uf  and  csMij'a  un 
tUese  aa  can  b«  procured,  vrith  ather  illufitrative  tnatisM,  and.  Suppleuifnlur}'  Tales. 

Messrs  Truhner  &  Co.,  of  67  &  58,  Ludgnte  Hill,  London,  E.C..  are  tho  Society's 
publishers,  Messrs  R.  CUy  and  Suns  of  Bungay  its  printers,  and  the  AlliBii{>e  Briuk, 
Bartholomew  Lane,  London,  £.C,,  its  bankers.  The  yearly  subi^criptloti,  which 
eonnlitntee  Memhcrabip,  is  two  guineas,  due  un  erery  1st  Jnnuarv.  be^nning  with 
Jan.  I.  \Wi.  Mm-e  iliinbti-t  lire  letiHled.  AH  ihi  Secitly'i  l^blieaUout  can  ftUt 
lie  had.     Thtei  of  the^rit  j/ear  tare  km  reprliiltd. 

Prof.  Child,  of  narvard  Cullege,  CambridKe.  Maanachusetls,  is  the  Sociptj's  Honor- 
ary Secretary  for  America,  Meniliers' names  and  sobsi-riptiuna  may  be  ttnt  to  the 
PubliBhem,  or  to  the  Honorary  Seerol.iry, 

Vr.  A.  D.4LZIEL,  Eaa.,  67,  I'iftBiia  Send.  Fimbiiry  Pn,/.;  l.oiiiUm,  ,V. 

FinST  SERIES. 
The  Society's  issne  for  1888,  in  the  riril  Beriei,  in, 
e  and  Knighl's  Tale,  of  tlic 
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Stanford  University  Library  ^ 

Stanford,  California                   ' 

In  order  that  others  may  i 
please  return  it  as  soon  as 
not  later  than  the  date  due. 

ise  this  book, 
possible,  birt 
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